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\wﬁ ROTHEURY RURAL DISTRICT COUNIIIL.
Rothbury,

Annual Report of the Medicael Officer of Health for the year ended
31lst December,l1948.

Iord Ravensworth,lsdies & Gent lemen,

The Area of the 'Rothbury Rural Diatriet iz 167,188 acres and the
egtimated population fTor %945 wag 5,678 an ineresse of 28 over
lgd rl". -'I .!'

i s
The number of Births registered was 112,an increase of 20; of these
52 were maIﬂaigﬁﬁ‘Eﬁ,fumaIeﬂ, two being illegitimate. Twenty three
came from outside™the Disgtrict leaving 89 belonging to it. The

birth rate,after deducting these 23 wega 15,8 compared with 16.4 for
the previous year, the rate for England & Weles being 17.9., S5till
births numbered 3 giving a rate per 1000 of 0.53. Incidentally 5%
babies were born at the Cottege Hospital during the first full
yeoar of its maternity work

The number of Deaths reglistered was 67 compared with 65 inm 1847.

. 32 were moles and ob females. The rete per 1,000 was 11,9 compered
with 11.6 in 1947, the zote for BEngland & Woles 10.8 There were 3
depths in infency.thet is up to the age of 12 months, There were 2
metornal decths following childbirth, the rete being 0.35(England
and Walas 0.73) There were no fetel rocd accidents; one cosc of
suicide.
The chief ceuses of decth were:- Hoart discosc and othor discoscs
of the circulatory system,21; Apoplexy and cercbral thrombosis,l6;
Cancer,7 the samc number os in the previous yoeor.

Infoctious Disenses notified, 123 - 54 fewer then in the previous

ycar. Theoy werc clossified os follows:-
k Mcesles 111 Scorlet-Fover 3 Typhoid Fever 1
= Eryeipclas i Frioumonic 2 Dyscntory 1
Whooping Coughb Pnrn;yphoid 2 Melerie 1
avol.

Of the 111 coscs of meeslcs 94 werc cleimed by Rothbury. The two
cnscs of peretyphoid occurrcd et Whittinghom. T wrote o specicl
report of these crses and sent it to the Clerk who forworded o
copy to the Parish Council of Whittinghom, o
B Wo decths were duc to Whooping Cough or Meosles bys 2 were Cus
% umonie., 4
i %ﬂgre wes no cose of diphtherip notificd during the year probably
' #or the first time on record.

——

Tuberculosis, Five coses werc notified compered with 15 for 1947,
S vory satisfoctory foll. All of these were pulmonery 2 mcles and
* femnles being affected,cges ranging from 21 to 40, TFD of these
coc=es did not belong to the Rothbury Rurel District. There wWere

\ ithree deaths from tuberculosis in 1948 cond the number of coscs :
on my register ot the end of the yeer wes 23, 16 melos end 7 femeles

W ,or Supply,Sewercge & Housing., My thoanks orc once pgain due to
3he Sonitory Lnspector for the following brief report:-

Woter Supplies~ All supplies under the dirﬁct control cfktnf
Sounci) wero sotisfactory during the yeor. No extcnazuga.uu tho
meing hove been corried cut during the yeor. The QGuﬂ?l{ o
Consulting Engineers,Messrs.Woierhouse & Enunthwazt?,fsrf_grhﬁflfu
schomos for now supplics to the villoges of Hepple & Alphpm. When
‘rasa works ere completed a long roeoded wont will be mcE,

The Council supplics gpproximotely 60% of the populstion,
Pypamcutn Corporction 307 rrom their moin es it runs througn ous
Siptvict ond the remsinder from wells oar aprings usder privits
axinershiin.

3 : i 3 |
Bowercige, Nc mojor chionges hove Rixen kiﬁﬂ? Gur:nFnEnF gtngé Eav
Oouncili ogreed o carry out o scheme of privy f-;frzsxf g 't o
hwouses ot Embloton Terroce. Tenders hgv; haen Tﬂflq?ﬂ and 1t 18
sxpectad that whe werk will be complstod ouring 1249,
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Housin The building progremme is now well under way with 34
Tousce completed ot Alwinton,Netherton,Thropton,Thrunton and
Isngfremlington. Six houses cre upder construction at Elsdon cnd
26 at Rothbury. These togother with the 1949 allocetion iassued by
the Ministry of Health in November will mocke o useful contribution
to the Housing needs of the District.

Romarks, The year 1948 was remerkoble for its heavy rainfall, The
Toinfoll in Englond & Wales wos 37.6 inches, 2.4 inches cbove the
evercge. In Northumberland the wettost month was Janucry(5.65 inche
ond the dricst May (0,67 inches) The reinfoll for this County wes
37.5 inches cgainst 32,1 in 1947. lecden skies and Horth winds
prevoiled right up to June nnd summcr weother wos compresscd into
7 deys beginning on July 27th when the heat wes intense, The food
position remeincd depressing. The Sunday joint with plenty of
glbow room loy in splendid isolotion on the dinner dish,f lonked
by the hefty corving knife end fork which might well be repleced
by penknife ond toothpick. Moot ,suger,butter,cggs ,chocse,0ils

end fots were still in short supply and yet the death rate wos
not oppreciably affected.

But whother or not the sversige manucl worker without cxtre
rotions orn work as hord ond long ae his fethor ond grendfathor
ig quitc snother mottor., What he woants ond needs arc home producad
boef ,mutton ond pork and plenty of them, whet he gets ore thot
mysterious compound celled ssusage meot,ment pies and whele ment
end if he be lveky o bit of offell. He does not measure his
food by colories but by mouthfuls ond given more mauthfuls both
his morale and his worlk would improve.

$i11l o mon's stomoeh cdogqurtely and without appeals ond
oxnortotions you will get o better mornle and better morcle loccs
to higher productivity o hungry mon is & discontented man and o
discontented men is not likely to give of his best . Wo are
worned olmost doily thot the future of this country depends upon
individual output but we are not so frequently reminded thot
individual output depends upon individual intoke, in the shape
of more and hottexr food.

Signed. A8, FEDIEY,

HMedicenl Officer nf Haealth.



