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SECTION A - OSTATISTICS AND SOCTAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Area (in Acres) ses 1,004
Population (1951 Census) ees 5,394
Number of inhsbited houses (on 31.12.5§) see 1,59
Rateable Value ‘e £38,523
Sum repreasented by a Penny Rate e £150
Registrar General's Estimated Mid Year
Population s 5,320
Extractas from Vital Btatistics for the Year
Live Birth Rate per 1000 of the estimated
Population (crude) sun el
Corrected Live Birth Rate per 1000 eatimated
Pﬂpul&tiﬂl‘l TR 1 tl..:p
Still Birth Rate per 1000 total (1live and Btill}
Births san 38,5
Death Rate per 1000 of estimated Population
{ﬂmdﬂ) [E N ] 1?.9
Corrected Death Rate per 1000 estimated
P@ulatim TR 1 Il-t 5
Area Comparability Factor (Births) ke 1.02
Area Comperebility Factor (Deaths) vee 0.81
Deaths from Maternel Causes
Rate per 1000
Deaths  total Births
Heading No.30 Pregnancy, childbirth,
sbortion Nil Nil
Death Rate of Infants under One Year of Age
Al Infanta per 1000 live Births sea L0.0
Legitimate Infants per 1000 legitimate live Birtha ... 42,9
Illegitimate Infants per 1000 illegitimate live
Birtha ah Nil
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The Urban District of Ross-on-Wye is a small country town, well
known as a holiday centre for the lower Wye Valley. The town is
rocognised as an inland health resort suited for convalsscence,
especially during the winter months.

Catering for visitors forms an important source of employment.
Industries located in the town include brewing, timber and joinery
works, printing and some light engineering.

PEE“- lation

The Registrar General's Estimate of the mid-year population is
53320,

The Census population in 1921 was 4,701; 4,735 at the census
of 1931 and 5,354 in 1951.

On the Registrar General's estimated mid-year population, the
average number of persons per inhabited house is 3.33. The average
nurber of persons per acre is 5.3 and the average number of dwellings
per acre is 1.59.

The natural decrease of population flor the year, that is the
exceass of deaths owver live births is 20.

Births

The total number of live birthe recorded as having ocourred
within the Distriet during the year is 75 (34 male and L1 female).
During the previous year 935 births were attributed to the area.

The crude live birth rate per 1000 of the estimated population is
1.1 &nd using the comparability factor of 1.02 for the Distriet,
the eorrected live birth rate is 1L.L per 1000 populaticn, =scmewhat
lower than the liwve birth rate for Englend end Wales - 15.0 per
1000 population.

The number of live births ccourring out of wedlock is 5.
Illegitimate births formed 6.6° of the total live births.

The adjusted legitimate live birth rate is 13.L4 per 1000
estimated population and the adjusted illegitimate liwve birth rate is
0.% per 1000 of the estimated population.

Still Births

The rumber of stillbirths registered during the year is 3
(2 male and 1 female). All stillbirths ccourred in wedlock and
the stillbirth rate for the year is 38.5 per 1000 total birtha.
Based on the estimated population, the crude stillbirth rate is
0.56 per 1000 population., The stillbirth rate for England and Wales
is 23.1 per 1000 total (live and still) births.
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Deaths

The actual mumber of deaths recorded as having occcurred within
the District during the year is 95, thia figure being made up by
56 male deaths and 39 female deaths. For the year 1954, there were
98 deaths in the Urban Idstrict. The total number of deaths is
cbtained after Weducting the deaths of non-residents and adding the
deaths of residents who died outside the boundary of the Urban
Districot.

The erude death rate from all pausea ias 17.9 per 1000 population
and when adjusted for comparative purposss the corrected death rate
is 14.5 per 1000 of the cstimated population. The death rate from
all causes for the year for England and Wales is 11.7 per 1000
population.

The ratio of male deaths to female deaths for the year is 1.43.
Various forms of heart disease (headings 18, 19 and 20) gave rise to
30 deaths. The corrected mortelity rate for the ysar for all forms
of heart disease is L4.57 per 1000 estimated population.

Table of Ceuses of Death
According to Sex and Mortality Rates

Corrected D.H.

List Fg- Per- per 1000 eat.
No. Cause of Death Male, male, sons. FPopulation.
g, Other Infective and

parasitic diseases. - 1 1 0.152
10. Malignant Neoplasm,stomach. 1 - 1 0.152
11 i ] y lung,

bronchus. 3 - 3 0.456
12. Halignant Neoplasm,breast. = 3 2 0.456
13, i [ yutarus. - 1 1 0.152
t4. Other malignant and

lymphatic neoplasms. 1 9 1. 370
16. Diasbesates 1 2 0. 304
17, Vascular lesiona of nervous

system. 5 5 10 1.522
18. Coronary Disease, angina. 5 L g 1.370
19. Hyperteanion with heart

disease. 2 2 N 0.609
20. Other heart disease, 11 [ 17 2.587
21. Other circulatory disease. 1 3 [N 0. 609
22. Influsnza. 1 = 1 0.152
23, Pneumonia. L 2 6 0.913
2l Bronchitis. 1 2 3 0.456
26. Ulcer of stomach,

duodernm. 3 - 3 0. 456
27. Gastritis, enteritis and

diarrhoea. 1 0,152
28. Nephritis and nephrosis. 1 1 2 0. 304
29, Hyperplaaia of Prostate. - 2 04 304
32. Other defined and ill

defined diseases. 3 & 9 1. 370
33. Motor vehicle Accidmmts. 1 - 1 0.152
2. 411 other Accidents. 2 - 2 0. 304
35 Suicide. 1 - 1 0.1 52

411 Ceuses 56 39 95 e 454
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Cancer Deaths

The number of deaths caused by cancer of all sites is 17 (12 male
and 5 femalz). The corrected death rate for all forms of cancer ia
2.59 per 1000 estimated population.

Deaths due to Notifisble Infectious Disease

Pneumonia caused six deaths and was the only acute neotifiable
disease attributed as cause of death during the year. The corrected
death rate is 0.91 per 1000 estimated populaticn.

Gagtritis, enteritis and diarrhosa

One death woa attributed to theas ceuses, giving a corrected
death rate of 0.15 per 1000 satimated populaticn.

Tuberculoais

No deaths were attributed to tuberculoais. The death rate for
England and Wales for all forms of tuberculosis for the year is 0.15
par 1000 populaticn.

Infant Mortality

Thres deetha of children under one year of age were recorded;
in the previous ysar the figure was 7. The infant mortality rate
is 40.0 per 1000 live births. This rate for the year for England
end Wales is 24.9 per 1000 relatsd live births.

Puerperal and cther laternal Deaths

I am pleased to record that no maternal deaths occurred within
the Urban District. The death rate for 1955 from this cause for
England and Wales is 0.64 por 1000 total live and still births.
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SECTICH B - GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

Leboratory Facilitiea

The Public Health Laboratory at the County Hoapital, Hereford,
continued to provide facilities for the usual clinical pathological
investigations and the bactericlogical examination of water, milk
and other foods.

Chemical examinations are carried cut by the Public Analysta,
Ellis & Turner of Gloucester; and cocasional specimens are sent to
the Public Health Laboratory at Worcester.

The following table shows the mumber of the various specimens
examined by the Public Health Laboratory, Hereford, cn behalf of the
Department:-

Urine - :I-
Sﬁ'ﬂ.h’ﬂ - j'l‘
@uﬁm aw h-
Faecea .o 3
Milk Emthylane blue test) ... L5
Milk (phosphatase test) ose 29
Ice Cream e 12
Water (bacteriological) ses 137
Food for organisms ses 5

The munber of samples of water examined by chemical methods was
two.

Ambulance Service

o

One ambulance and a utilium:’rwith three employed drivers are
provided at the St. John Ambulance Brigade Headquarters in Edde Cross
Street, by the Herefordshire County Council. Members of the 5t. John
Anbulence Brigade agsist with this Service,

Public Mortuary

The Council maintains a small public mortuary, with facilities
for poat mortem examinations, at the Depot in Greytree Road.

The mumber of bodies received from the Urban District during the
year was 2, whilat 10 bodies were received from cutaide the District

Disposal of the Dead

Limited use continued to be made of the Council's Cemetery in
Welford Road, as only 3 interments took place during the year. Since

the cemetery was opended in May 1945, the average number of intermenta
has been leas than 4 per annum.

Section 50 - National Assistance fict 1948

One burial was carried ocut by the Council under this section of
the Act.
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Section 47 - National Assistence Aot 1948

Mo inveatigations were made under this section during the year.

Public Convenisnces

Public Cenwveniences are situated at Homs Road Coach Park; Cross

House, ard at the Crofts. . These were well maintained
throughout the year under the menagement of the Council's Surveyar,
Mr. As S]'.'E-r'pﬂ.,

Hospitals

There are two hospitals in the town under the control of the
Birmingham Regional Hospital Board. The Ross Cottage Hospital has
16 beda. It has facilities for medical and surgicel cases, and has
an X-ray Depart ment and an operating theatre.

The Alton Street Hospital prowvides accommodaticn for some chronic
sick and also provides residential accommodation for mentally defective

PErSONS.
Clinios

A miner ailments elinie for school children is held on Monday
and Thursday mornings during achool term, at Chepatow House.

Infant Welfare Clinies are held twice weekly on Monday and Thursday
afternoons.

Chepotow House also accommodates dental, speech-therepy and
physiotherapy clinics each week, provided by the County Council.

The School ophthalmic clinic is held at Chepstow house when
NEeCUSsSary.
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SECTION C - SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Geology

The whole of the area is situated on 014 Red Sandstone rocks of
the Devonian System.

Water

I am indebted to Colencl Elake, Menager of the Ross Water Under-
talbing, for the following information respecting water supplie= of the
area,

The maing of the Roas Water Undertaking provide a supply of potable
water throughout the Distriet. This water is pumped from boreholea
at Alton Court Works. In part of the Distriet the Undertaking also
provides river water supply, which is waluable for boiler and other
industrial purposes on account of its low hardness content. The Alton
Court Supply is of good potable quality, and continuocus automatic
chlorination is applied to the rising main.

A satisfactory supply of water was given to the Urban Distriet
with the cxception of the higher parts of Overross where during peak
periocds of draw-off the supply was intermittent. The amcunt of water
aveilable over the twentyfour hours of the day was sufficient for all

PUrposSes.

During the year, 200 yards of 3" diameter water maina were con-
structed in connection with the Council's Berryfield Housing Estate.

The mumber of domestic supplies from the mains by services is
1557, and in eddition 61 dwellings are supplied by 25 astandpipes.
The number of shops and offices, eto. supplied is 143.

The average deily consumption of poteble water for 1955 for all
purposes is 53.56 gallons per head of population. Non-domestic daily
demand amounted to 16.24 gallons per head, giving a domestic consumption
of 37.32 gallons per head per day. These fipures show a small increase
on comparison with the fipures for the previous year. 3

Frequent water samples are taken by the Sanitary Inapector both
before and after chlorination. During the year 1357 samples of water
ware sent to the Public Health Leboratory for bactericlogical exam-
ination} 92 samples were of chlorinated water and only cne showed a
scanty growth. Of L5 samples of wntreated water, 37 were found to be
sterile and 8 showed a scanty growth of organisms. Two samples of
water were sent for chemical examination.

During the year, th® Council decdided to acquira the Ross Water
Undertaking and opened negetiations in this matter,

Irainage and Sewerags

Fublic sewers extend throughcut the Urban District; the number
of premises not connected to the sewers being insignificant. The
public sewers function satisfactorily except in the Lower Archenfield
and Brockend areas, where flooding is prone to occur during heavy
rainfall, the system being of the combined type talking storm and foul
water. At the present time, all sewage is passed into the River Wye
without any treatment.
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Hewever, in April work commenced under Contract I for the con-
struction of sewage disposal works and improvements in the sewerage
gystem. When completed this contract will provide foar the treatment
of sewage arising from about one quarter of the town's population.
During the year the completed work included preparation of the site
for the works and constructicn of new public sewers to the following

extent: -

235 lineal yerds of 30 inch diamester.
L1 n L [ 1]

1 55 27 "

2}9 ] " " 2.1 L1} L]
-B.I'.}.I.p L] L] ] 15 m L1
1{,2 L] L1] L] 1 5 L1} L1

A1l new drains are inspected and tested by the Sanitery Inspector.
In 1955 there were 30 new drains constructed; 23 of these were in
eonnection with dwelling houses and cne existing drain was repaired.
Altogether 56 drain tests and 168 drainage inspecticns were made
doring the year.

In connection with the Council's Berryfields Housing site 117
yards of 9 inch and 63 yards of 6 inch public sewer were constructed,
and as a result of private development 50 yards of 6 inch private
gower wes constructed in Cleeve Lene.

Rivers and Streams

The river Wye forms pert of the boundary of the Urban District.
Two small atreams pass through the area - Checkly Brook and Rudhall
Brook. For the prevention of nuisance the broocks were inspected on
125 occasions snd a new interceptor was installed at a vehicle
maintenance establishment. Two samples of effluent were submitted
for analysis.,

Cloaet fccommodation

Water cleoseta are provided throughout the Distriet. A amall
nurber of closets are not provided with flushing apparatus. The
number of new clesets provided during the year was 27 and no
conversions were necessary.

Public Clesnsing

The Council provides & weskly collection of domestic refuse
with a motor vehicle.

The collection is ploced under the supervision of the Sanitary
Inspector and disposal is made by means of tipping at Deep Dean,
Walford, in the adjoining Rural District. In addition to domestic
refuse, the Council undertakes the collection of certain types of
trade refuse on payment - collection from business premises being made
twice weekly in winter and three times each weck during the summer.

The Council continued to supply., on hire purchase terms, approved
sanitary dustbins. This scheme has resulted in the disappearance of
unsuitable receptacles as dustbins. The Sanitary Inspector made
250 inspections during the year in comnnection with ashbins.
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During the year, the Council considered disposal of refuse by
incineration. This iscertainly more expensive than disposal by
tipping and for small towns offers no real advantages. The
provision of & tip is necessary even where incineration is used.

The Council carries cut regular cleansing of streets and public
places. There are no public baths or washhouses in the town.
Strect cleansing is under the direction of the Council's Surveyor.
The necessity for cleansing privies and cesspools does not arise.

Swimming Baths &nd Pools

There are no swimming baths or pools open to the public within
the area,

Shopa and Offices

The Sanitary Inspector made 116 shop inspections. No action
was necessary under the Public Health Act, 1936.

Factories Aota, 1 and 1948

There are 63 factories with mechanical power and 10 without
mechanical power registered with the Council et the end of the year.

In addition, there were & workplaces to which Section 7 of the
Aot applied, The mumber of inspectiona mefle undsr powera granted
by the Act was 256. Four defects were referred to the Department by
H.M, Inapsctor of Factories and as a regult of action three defects
were remedied.

Pactory Form 2 (Revised

fnnual Report of the Medical Off'icer of Health in respect of the
year 1955, for the Urban Distriot of Ross-on-Wye, in the County of

Heroford.
Part T of Jot
1 Inspections made for the purposes of provisiona as to health

(including inspections made by Senitary Inspectors).
Number on Inspect- Written Occupiers

Premises. Register. ions. Noticea., Prosecuted.

Factories in which

Sectione 1,2,3; &

& € are to be ;

enforced by the 10 R 0 -
Local futhority. -
Fagtories not

included in (i) in

which Bection 7 is ;

enforced by the 63 164 . - s = =
Logal Authority. -

Other premises in

which Section 7 ia

enforced by the ' 3

Local Authority 6 FRMLES Lty =

(except outworkers'
premises).
Total 79 256 - "

e =
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2 Cases in which defects were found.
Mumber of cases in which defecta  DMumber of cases
were found. in which
FParticulars Found. Hemedied. Referred prosecutions
to H:M. By H.M. were
Inspect- Inspect- inatituted.
Ors OF.
Want of
cleanliness. i | 1 - i -
Sanitary
Conveniences
(a) Insufficient 2 - - 2 -
(b) Unsuitable
or defective 1 2 - 1 -
Total L 3 - L =
Qutworkers

There is one outworker register

engaged in the making of wearing apparel.

inspected on four occasions and foun

SBanitary Inapection of the Area

ed with the Local Authority,
Thess premises wera
d to be satisfactory.

I am indebted to Mr. R.H. Shaw-Batchferd, Sanitary Inspector to

the Council, for the following state

ment furnished under Article 27

(18) of the Sanitery Officers (Outside London) Regulations, 1935.

Inspecticns
Aooumilations e ase sbe  asen aes 16
Animals e faw e raw T 10
J’I.Ehhiﬂ.ﬂ- an-d- ﬁﬂhpitﬂ LE N LR | LR R LN ] 250
Bakehouses i we b 22
ca]@ing Sites " Ew e w " - - 10
Caravans . aen PR . 10
Common Lodg:ing Houges o waw Baw Baw 3!
D&:i.t‘ies LN LN LN LN | L m
Drainage o e R o 168
Drain Tests I T T 56
Factories &wi‘thnut mechanical power) . b 14
Factories (with mechanical power) sse s 164
Food Handling Byelaws ... S i un 5e
Food Premises:  sis . asis  was _ was. . ews 58
Houses (Consclidated Regulations 1925) ... 264,
Housing {_'Dthﬂr} e e -na “an 210
Hn‘tel El.tﬂ Hﬂﬂtau.rmt E—itﬂhﬂ‘lﬂ - 8w Y] 2-1
Ice Cream (Registered Premises) see  ses 25
Infectious Disease waw e e raw 20
Markets waa - . oy T "l_'jl'l..‘..-i
Guhmrkﬁrﬂ* Prﬂmiﬂﬂﬂ L] L ] LR LI iF
Patroleum Stores .. o — i s 20
Schools ww o sew EEs - 12
Semge mﬂpﬂﬂal Works c.s sew W aww -IIE
Shops' L L LN LI - 116
sﬂﬂitm Conveniences ... e _ww o 57
Smoke Observations o L
Slayghterhouses ... LR wea e e 300
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Inspections(econtinued)’

Unsmd F’Dﬂd - . LR L LN - e 115‘
Water Supply .. e aeln il i 140
Water Courscs ... s i F 125
Wﬂl‘."k Plﬂl:'ﬂﬁ- LR ) LR L LI (N ?'E'

Hotices Iszued

Informal san e “as Tr eua 53
Statutory re Housing «a  scs  sse  ses Nil
Statutory under other Acts ..  ses  waw 1

Sumnary of Defects Hemedied

Ashbins Prmiﬂ.ﬂﬂ waw waw T waw LT
Apcumulations removed P Frh AT o
Q Domestic Baths provided ... vau Waw g9
Drains and Gullies cleared .. .au www 51
DIrains repaired . e . suw o 5
New drains prwid.&ﬂ. .w N wew A 5
Defective floors repaired ses  sue  oee 6
Defective roofs repaired ... rEn  NE 11
Defective eaves gutters repaired .. e 14
Dafective brickwork repaired S e 10
Disinfestationa o i S 17
Dafective windows repaired PN pew 8
Dofective chimeys repaired PR 5
Dampness of floors and walls remedied ... [
Cisterns eleansed or repaired ... sss 2
Closetsa rﬂpﬂ-imﬂ. - " sa aaw T E‘
F]-Ucﬂ-&i Premiﬂﬁﬂ- cleared ... Eew T aws 5
Paving repaired i L 3
New sinks provided ... srs mas saa 12
sanitary fittings PI‘Wiﬂ.B"ﬂ. o o e 12
Q Stores ropaired e #aa e e i
Canping Sites

Only one =ite within the Urban District wes used for camping
purposes during the year. No licences were granted by the Council
under Section 269 of the Publie Health Act 1936. It ia estimated
that the maximim number of campers in the area at any time did not
excead 2o persons. Two camping grounds exempt fram this seetion of
the Act, continued in use.

Commorn ing Houses

There is one common lodging house in the town. The number of
inspections made during the year was B. [HRetuwns from the keeper
show that the beda were coccupied 3450 times during the year. No
case of infectious disease ocourred in the common ledging house. The
demand for this type of lodging house is lesa than in the early years
of the century.

Eradication of Bed Bugs

No infestation of houses by bed bugs was found during the year.
Before tenants move inte Council houses inspeotion is made by Mr.Wemack,
the Housing Manager, and when an infestation is found it is treated by
the Council before the tenancy is commenced.
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Other Infestations

Saventoen other infestations were abated by the Sanitary
Inspector; these concerned ants, flies and waspa.

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act; 19LD.

The Council employs one rodent coperator who works under the
supervigion of the Sanitary Inspector, and additional help is
provided when necessary. Altogether, 1059 inspectiona were made
under this Act during the year. The number of tresatments carried
out were 3B.

Fremises Total Ho. of Stat-
inspected. Infest- Rats proper- utory
ations. Major Minor Mice ties Noticea.
treated.
Local
Anthorities!
Properties i - - - - - -
Dwelling
Houses 292 32 = 30 2 32 =
Agricultural
Propertics i 1 - 1 = 1 o
ALl other
( including -
business L 5 = 5 - 5 =
premises )
Total 3T 38 - 36 2 38

|

Petroleum (Consolidation) Act, 1928

The number of licences grented by the Coumnecil for the storage
of petroleum spirit was 20.

Heating Appliance Regulations, 1953

Twenty two inspections were made under these Regulations resulting

in L heating appliances being withdrawn from aale.

Ten premises were inspected with respect to the disposal of old
storage batteries.

SECTION D - HOUSING

Unfortunately, once again no Council houses were completed, or
under construction during the year, and as a result the Council's
liat of housing epplications at the end of the year was increased from
269 to 312. The number of temporary dwellings occupied on the Camp

Meadow Estate on 31st December, 1955 was 31, end in addition 5 temporery

dwellings at The Close, hree Crosses, were occupied throughout the
year.

Three of the temporary dwellings on the Camp Meadow Estate were
demolished during the year.

@
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Whilet the number of temporary dwellings in occupation has
slowly diminished, more rapid progress in this direction, is very
necessary. These buildings are no longer suitable for human
occupation.

The number of permancnt dwellings constructed and ovmed by the
Council is 312. All housing estates are under the menagement of
Mr. N, Womack, the Council's Housing Manager.

Frivate enterprise completed 15 new dwellings end a further B were
under construction at the end of the year.

During the yeer L7L housing inspectiona were made in respect of
151 dwelling houses, and 63 of these were rendered fit for human
habitation by informal action and one by formal action by the Council.
No Demolition Orders or Closing Orders were made by the Council
during the year.

Overcrowding.
Overcrowding is not & serious problem as only 4 dwellings are

known to be overcrowded within the meaning of Section 58 of the
Housing fct, 1936.

Proccedings under the Housing fot, 1949, Seotien 20

Pour dwellings were reconditioned with the aid of grants made by
the Council. One edvance for house purchase was mede by the Council
during the year.

SECTION B = INSPECTION AND SUFERVISION OF FOOD

Milkc
Milk and Dairies Regulations 1949

At the commencement of the year there were 7 distributors
registered with the Council but in the course of the year this number
was reduced to 4. The number of deiries situasted within the Urban
District ia three, and the number of dairy inspections made was L0,

There are no pasteurization plants in the District, but a certain
amount of pesteurized milk is sold. Two supplementary licences were
issued by the Council for the sale of pastourized milk and &4
distributors were licenced for the sale of Tuberculin Tested Milk.

The nunber of samples of millk sent to the Public Health
Leboratory waa 43, All (25) samples of pastourized milk complied
with the Milk (Special Designation)(Pasteurized and Sterilised Milk)
Regulations 1949, and 13 samples of Tuberculin Tested Milk complied
with the stenderd required by the Milk (Special Designation) (Raw
Milk) Regulations 1949 but I semples failed to comply.

In oddition, 2 samples of milk were sent to the bacteriologist
for specific organisms - both were satisfactory.

There wes no evidence at any time during the ysar, that the
consumption of milk caused acute disease in the inhabitants of the
arce
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Ice Cream

No marmfacture of ice oream was carried out within the Urban
District during the year but 30 premises were registered for the
storage and sale of ice creem. Twelve samples of ice croam wers
submitted for bacteriological exemination and the results showed
that 8 samples complied with provisional grade 1 standard, 2 samples
were provisional grade 2 and 2 were provisional grade 3.

The number of inspections of premises used for storage or sale
was 25. There was no evidonce that the consumption of loce cream
caused acute infectious disease.

Water Cress

Ho special action was necessary by the Department in connection
with the sale of this foodstuff. It grows in netural conditions in
the vicinity of the town, and small supplies from commercial beds
are also sold in the town.

Shell Fish

The sele of shell fish within the area is small. Ne aocticn
by the Department was necessary and no case of illness was attributed
to consumption of this food. Small quentities of oystera from
Colchester and cockles from Swansee form the greater part of this
trads.

Moot
Food and Drugs Act, 1955. Section 62

Three slesughterhouses were licensed by the Council. There are
no knackers' yards situated within the Urban District.

All enimals slaughtered are inspected, af'ter slaughter, by the
Sanitary Inspector. Altogether 1738 carcases were inspected during
the year.

Mieat found to e unfit for human consumption is collected and
turied on the refuse tip by the Council's workmen, as it is no longer
poszible to ssoure disposal by combustion.
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Carcases and Offal inspected and condemed in
whole or in part

Cattle
exclud- Sheep
ing and

Cows Cows Calves Lambs Pigs Horases
Number killed (if
imown ) : 261 1 25 1056 395 Nil

Number inspected 261 1 25 1056 395 -

All diseases

except Tuberculosis
and Cysticerci
Whole carcases
aondoenmed - 1 - L 3 -

Carcases of which

gome pert or

Orgen was

condermed 10 - - 12 B -

Percentage of ths

number inspected

af'fected with

disease other

than tuberculoais

and cysticerci 3.816 100

1.515 2.025

1

Tuberculosis -only:
Whole carcases
comdemmed = - - = = e

Carcases of

which some part

or Organ wWas

condemed L - - - 3 -

Percentapge of the
number inspected
affected with

tuberculozie 0. 381 - - 0.759

Cysticerosis
Carcases of which

some part or
O gan was
condamed - = = - - -

Carceses sub-

mitted to

treatment by

refrigeration - - - - = £

Generalised and
totally
conderned - = = - =, =

Slaughter of Animals Act 1933 and Slaughter of fAnimals
(Amendment) Jct, 1954 ?

8ix slaughtermen were licensed by the Council for the slaughter
of animals other than horses.
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Other Foods - Section 1L, Food and Drugs fet, 1

There are 19 establishments in the town concerned with processing,
preservation or menufacture of food, all being registered by the
Council under Section 14 of the Food and Drugs Act 1938, 8ix of these
process meat, including brawn and sausage manufacture, and ham boiling.
There are 9 bakeries, & brewery which also makes soft drinks and 2
fish frying eatablishments. The number of inspections of these food

premises made during the year was 58.

Improvements were obtained in 7 registered premises.

The following list gives the amount of food found to be unfit far

human consumption and voluntarily surrendered:-

fuantity. Food.
1 Ox Carcase
2 Ox Heads
2 Ox Lungs
2 Ox Livers
4 Sheep Carcases.
I Sheep Heads
6 " Lungs
15 K Livers
3 Pig Cerceases,
g Pig Heads.
7 Fig Lungs.
9 Pig Livers.
226 1ba. Beef
Lo 1ba. Veal - Pressed.
11$ 1bs. Hem.
14 1ba. Bacon.
i1 lbs. Sozmapges.
& lba. Corned Beef.
2 1bg. Eramm.
80 stenes Fish.
16 1bs. Mah Cakes.

30 gargases Dressed Poultry.
1 carcase Turkey.

13 1lbs. Butter.

28 1bs. Egg Pulp.

58 1bs. Fruit Pulp.

36 1ba. Bottled Pruit

4 lba. Mincemaat.

73 1bs, Baans.

3 owts, Potatoes.

277 tina Miscellaneous Foodstuffs.

Ceuse of

unsoundness.

Digease.
n

Disease & Trauma,
Discase.

Deconpoaition.

23 TP 33 3 5 38

= = =z = = = =
. - = = =

n
BElown Tins.
it n
Fungus.
Decomposition.
"

Blown Tins.

Byelaws as to Handling, Wrapping and Delivery of Food, and Sale of

Food in Open Air

These byelaws, made under Section 15 of the Food and Drugs Act,
1938, ceme into operation on 13th November, 1950, and their application

has resulted more hygienic handling of fiood.

Food Poisoning., Food and Drug Jfict, 1938, Section 17

No notifications of suspected food poisoning were received

during the year.
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SECTION F = PREVALENCE OF, AND OONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS DISEASE

The low incidence of ccute notif'isble disease which prewvailed
throughout the Urban District during 1954 continued during 1955.
Only 34 notifications were received, and the incidence of notifisble
disease stepdily diminished as the year advanced; no notifications
wore received during the final quarter of the year. The notificaticn
rate for acute notifiable disease for the year is 6.4 per 1000
egtimated population. The Urben Diatrict was free from diphtheria,
scarlet fever, poliomyelitias, enteric flevers and meningococoal
infection throughout the year.

Conf'irmed Casea of Infectious Dissase
in eash Quarter for 1955

1% 2nd Jrd Lth
Disease, guarter. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Year.
& Measles., - 2 R s 2
Puerperal Pyrexia. - 1 & e o
Vhooping Cough. 19 4 L o 29
Dysentery. ' - 1 1 - 2
All Diseases. 15 10 k. - 3L,

Whooping Cough

This was the most prevalent acute infectious disease of the year,
as 29 cases were notified. The incidence was greatest during the
firat quarter and steadily decreased during the second and third

‘: quarters, and the disease disappeared before the final gquarter.
The incidence rate of the disease is 5.45 per 1000 of the estimated
population of the Urban District. With one exception all the
patients were under 10 years of age, the age group 5 - 9 years showing
maximum incidence (13 ceses). Altogether 18 familes were affected;
in 12 instances only 1 case occurred, whilst 3 familes gave riss to
2 cases each; two others experienced 3 cases each and 1 family had
5 easea., Direet contact seemad an importent factor in the spreed of
the disease. There were no deaths attributed to this disease,

Immmnisation of young children against whooping cough is
available at the Infant Welfare Clinics held twice weekly at Chepstow
Houae.

Measles

In the previous year, the Diatrict had been almoat freefrom measles and
increased prevalence was to be expected, but this did not occur as
only two notifications were received. Both cases cccurred during the
second quarter. The incidence rate is therefore 0.37 per 1000 of the
eatimated population.
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sentery.

In the year 1955, the incidencc of Sonnd Dysentery increaged
in many parta of the country. However, within the Urban
District the increese was limited to two cases only. 1In the
previous year the District had been entirely free from this inflectiom.

Pnoumonie.

No notifications of pneumonia were received, but six deaths
were attributed to this cause, giving an adjusted death rate for the
year of 0.91 per 1000 estimated population for the Urban District.
Pneumonia was the only acute notifisble disease attributed as cause
of death.

Notif'iable Infectious Disease according to Aga,

during 1955 =
Discase. O+ 4+ 3+ 5+ 10+ 15+ 25+ 45+ 65+
Measles - | - 1 = - - - -
Whooping Cough 5 & E A3 - - 1 - =
Dysentery - - - 1 - - - 1 -
Puerperal Pyreoxia - - - - - 1 - - -
411 Diseases 5 T L 15 = 1 1 1 -

Tuberculosis

At the beginning of the year there were 57 cases on the
tuberculosis register, L) of' these being of respiratory diszease.
During the year, 3 cases wers added, all of the=e being in respect
of respiratory disease, 2 of which were new inflections.

The number of cases removed from the Register during the year
was 6 (respiratory), so that the number of cases remaining on the
register at the end of the year was 54 (41 respiratory end 13 non-
respiratory).

There were no deaths caused by tuberculosis. The death rate
from all forms of tuberculosis is 0.15 per 1000 population for
Englend and Wales for 1955.

The incidence rate of new infections of tuberculosis (all formsa)
in the Urban Distriet for the year is 0,37 per 1000 eatimated
population.
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Tubsrculoais
New Cases and Mortality during 1955
New Cascs Deaths
Age Respiratory. Non-Respir- Respiratory. HNon-Respir-
Periods. atory. atory.
Lil- FI Hy F . EI F- Mn F¢
0 - - - - - = - -
1+ - - - - = - - -
o+ = = - = - = = =
15-!'- - 1 - - - = = -
25 = = - = = = = -
35+ - - - - =% o ped - -
k54 - - - - - - - -
55+ - 1 “ > & . S 4
65+ S e = = S
Al Ages =~ 2 - - - - - -

e ———
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County Obaserratory,
Ross-on-Wy=.

ANUAL METEOROLOGICAL REPORT FOR 1955

A TRY YEAR with big contrasts
in TEMFERATURE

The year 1955 had several cutstanding meteorologlcal features,
chief of which were:i-

(a) COLDEST MARCH since 1916

%bg COLDEST MAY day on record

g) DULLEST June on record followed by the brightest
July on record

(d) Low rainfall from July to October, inclusive,
establishing & new record.

geg Four"absolute droughts"

f) Warm Summer following a cold Spring

Rainfall in 1955 was short of normal by 1.28 inches. The
wetteat month was May whose rainfall was the highest since 1932. By
eontrast the monthe of July and fugust were very dry, August's rain-
fall being the lowest since 1940, whilst the combined rainfall for
theae two months, 1.1k inch, estéblished a new low reccrd. By tha
end of October, only 3.51 inches had heen registered in the four
montha July to October - easily eclipsing the previous record of 4.75
inches for the same peried in 1911. The November rainfall wes
practically equal to the total for July - Octcber.

For the second yesar in succession, April rainfall was low.
There were four instances of "absolute drought" - or rainless period
of at least 15 daya, wiz:- 17 days in April; 19 deys in July - Aumst;
15 days in Aupust - September and 28 days from November 11th to
December Bth (inclusiwe). This last drought was not only the longest

of the year but the lengest on record for that time of year.

June was & wet month for the second year running and the heavy
rainfall on the 3rd almost coincided in date with the memorsble
Whitsuntide fall in the prewvious year.

Mean temperature for the year was within 0.1 deg. of normal but
the first six months were cold (with the sole exception of April)
while the second half of the year was warmer than usual (except
Ootober).

The Winter was prolonged into March whose mean temperature
waz actually 0.9 deg. below that of & normal January; but the
coldest month was February, which was the coldest since its namea!'
sake in 1947. Snow fell on the 24th and 25th - about 3 inches deep.

For the fourth year running January temperature was balow normal -

teing the lowest since 1947. Snow fell early in the month, to a

depth of 5 inches, end again on the 13th and 14th reaching a depth of

5 to 6 inches. After more snow on the 19th a thaw set in. Frosts
were severe at times in January and February, but were most frequent

in March. In fact there had not been a colder March aince 1916.

fpril opened with a sharp frost - the last of the season. But at
Bournemouth (Hurn Airport) air frost wes registered on several nights,
gven ;ftar the middle of the month, temperatures falling to 27 or 28
ag. .

It was the warmest April for six years.
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A cold wet May followed, but fortunately no air frost was
recorded, whereas at Bournemouth there were two nights with air
frost in May! It was the coldest May since 1941, Remarkably cold
weather cccurred on the 17th; rain turning to sleet, the worst
instance of sleet in May since 1915. The maximum temperature for the
day wasg only 40,5 deg. - the lowest ever registered on any day in
May! The bad character of the month was only retrieved at Whitsun
when warm sunny weather was enjoyed.

June was disappointing - though not quite as bad as in the
previous year, but July, by contrast wes the warmest sinee 1949. In
fact, not until July did the Summer really get under way. On 24 days
shade temperature exceeded 70 deg. (including six of 80 deg. and more).
Mapust was even warmer - the warmest since 1947 and the warmest month
of the year. On four days tha B0 deg. level wes reached or exceeded,
making 12 days all told with temperature up to that figure. On the
1at and 19th the minimum temperature was 65 deg. - the highesat for
August since 1911.

The megan minimum temperature was the highest since 1932,

September was summerlike, especially the opening week, but no
very high temperatures occurred. Its rainfall was the loweat for
15 yeara.

October was mild during the firat fortnight, with temperature
reaching 69 deg. on the 10th - the warmest Octcber day for five years.
On the 15th cccurred the firat air frost of the Autum (shade
temperature down to 26 deg.).

November end December were both mild months with & Wwelcome excess
of rain., On November 4th temperature exceeded 60 deg. It was the
higheat November reading for 7 years.

The Summer of 1955 was lesa warm then those of other years - asuch
as 1949 for instence. It was also leas sunny than several previous
summers, July being the only outstanding month. The dull, cold, wet
Jung prevented the summer of 1955 from challenging comperison with
previous warm dry bright summara.

Bright sunshine set up one new record = the brillient July. In
the firat 17 days of the month over 170 hours were registered. At
times the sun's rays were powerful enough to raise the solar
t hermometer to 140 deg. F. both in July and August.

Two days were outstandingly bright, viz., Whit-Mondey with 15%
hours (or 94 per cent of sun's time above horizon) and July 4th with
15 hours (90 per cent).

Detober had its best duration of sunshine since 1921.

The 1955 record of sunshine was the hi ce 1945. June
hed the greatest deficiency and August the/surplus. July's excess
was as high as 3 hours per day! January had its lowest total aince
1621, and December was the dulleat for 25 years.

Thunderatormma were confined to the menth of July.
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TAELE T

AIR TEMPERATURE (in shede) deg. Fahr.

Menth Mean Deviaticn EXTREMNES
from = Higheat Date Lowest Date
Normal
Jamuary 37.3 = 2.1 5l 10 16 A5
February 35.3 = 4.8 56 7 12 28
March 38,5 = kL 55 25 21 22
April 9.9  + 2.4 66 20 a7 1
May 50.2 = 3.1 68 30, 3 34 17
June 57.6 = 1.0 7L 6 39 10
July 63.9 + 2.1 83 17 L5 5
Aigust 65,1 + L.2 &5 22, 23 4 a8
September 58.3 + 1.6 73 2,5:6,7 39 19
October 49,1 = 0.6 69 10 22 16
November L44.% + 1.0 &1 & 22 1
Decenber &43.9 + 3.5 57 T, 28 2L 19, 22
Year 39.5 = 0.1 85 Mg, 22 12 Fab. 28
L1} E}
u Normals are for 70 years, 1881 to 1950.
TABLE IT
BARTH TEMPERATURE (deg. Fahr.)
In the Ground
At Deviation A&t Deviation Lowest Ho. of
Month Cne Ft. from Four f'rom Reading Nighta
Normal.x® Feet, Normal. # on Grasa. Date.with
Ground
Frost. ¢
January  39.1 - 0.7 bl.0 + 1.3 & 15 13
FEbI'uElI‘y .3?-9 = 2.0 II-EIE - G.-J-I- & 2? Ej'
March 58.1 - L.2 40,8 ! 216 10 .}1 25
dpril 47.9 + 0a2 k5.7  =1.0 17 1 1
Mey 51.6 = 2.3 49.8 = 1.1 25 11 4
June 591 - 1.1 5L.B = 1.0 28 10 1
July 65,7 + 2.5 0.7 + 0.5 LT 5 [}
hagast 657 O T 62.4 + 2.2 H 8 0
September 60,1 + 1.5 61.8 + 2.8 22 19 (o]
Detober Bl.6 - 0.5 6.2 + 1.1 14 16 11
Hovember L.EiE' + Oude 5“}!8 + D#? 15 1 11
December  L3.1 + 1.8 L6.9 + 1.0 14 19 10
Year 50.5 - 0.1 B1.3 + 0.3 & 16 Jan. 109
27 Feb.

# Normals are for 30 years, 1921 - 1950

# Ground frost occurs when temperature falls to 30 dsg. or less.
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TAHLE III

RAINFALL (In Inches)
2k hours to 9 a.m. daily (G.M.T.)

Height of Gauge above Mean Sea Level: 223 fest.

Deviation Hipghesat Mo« of Duration of
Total from Daily rain Rainfall.
Honth Depth, Normal. x Fall. Date. days. g Hrs. & 10tha.
January 3.26 + 0.79 0.50 [ 17 70.2
February 1.45 = 0.62 0. 34 [ 1 37.0
April 0.90 = 1.00 0.42 28 11 17.3
June 3,81 + 1.89 1.65 3 13 Bl 2
July 0.59 = 1.77 QL8 13 2 1.8
August 0.55 - 1.95 0.21 13 & 71
@  september 1.06 -1.32 0.7 L 9 10,5
Oetobar 11-_51 - 1#?2 Dlj? 18 8 19¢6
November 3.50 + 0.81 0.89 10 9 k9.0
Decembar 3.23 + 0.47 .80 11 20 60.6
¢ June
Year 26.9‘:‘ - 1*_28_ 1455 ,3 135 L2735
# Norm;s.sfm for 90 year peried, 1861 - 1950
# A Rain-day is one with at least .00 inch of rain.
TARLE IV
BRIGHT SUNSHINE (In Hours and Tenths)
Deviation Higheat day's Number of
'\ Month Duration. from Normal. ¥ record. date. sunless days.
3 Jenuery 35.0 - 17k Te3 18 18
February 83.1 + h.h 6.7 16 5
March 159.3 + b3 10.7 £l 2
April 174:0 * 23.5 13.0 2l 1
May 207.2 + 21.8 15.2 30 L
June 126.8 = 7L.5 12.4 18 2
July 275 + 93.9 15. L 1
August 186.1 + 13.9 12.9 B8 1
Sﬁp‘tﬂ'ﬂb&r '15?-5 + Eﬁt? 11-? E 4]
Qetober 128.3 * 3.2 10.0 6 ]
Hﬂmﬂl‘ Eﬂ-!"l = E--E E-lB '1 '“j
Decenmber 35.2 = 15.4 5.3 18 10
lay
Yoar 16171 + 151.6 15,2 30 5T

x Normals are for 35 year period, 1916 - 1950
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TAELE ¥
BAROMETRIC PRESSURE (in inches of mercury)

Height of Barometer Cistern above Mean-Sea-Level
226 feat.

A1l values given below have been corrected for

Mean Sea Level and temperature 32 dag. Fahr,

Mean Deviatieon EXTREMTES
Month. Pressure. from normal. = Highegt Date Lowest Date
February 29.686 - 0.310 30. 546 28 28.9%0 I
March 30,080 + 0.077 30.LL6 I 29,253 23
April  30.19 + 0.245 30,64 18  29.795 28
May 29,932 - 0,056 30,458 30 29,336 17
June 29, 984 - 0.048 30.278 22 29.450 12
July 30.133 + 0.057 30.L30 8 29,704 3
Mgust  30.104 + 0121 304260 10 29,896 B3
Sept.  30.024 - 0.012 30.410 30 29.646 1k
October 30.001 + 0,033 30.434 1 29,126 19
Nov. 30,09 + 0.179 30,682 16 29,210 g
Dec. 29.783 = 0,182 304580 b 28. 806 15

Nov. Daa,
Year 29, 962 + 0,002 30,682 16 28.806 15

% Normals are for 30 ycars, 1921 - 1950

TABLE VI
BELATIVE HOMIDITY and PHEVATLING WIND

Saturation = 100 per cent.

Menth  Mean Percentage Frevailing Wind Percentage of
Humidity. Direction. all Observations.
January 85 E 20
February I, NE 20
March 70 NE 239
April 70 s 33
May T W 29
June 75 S 3
July 70 NE 35
luapust 1> NE 20
September 5 W 3
October T av 26
Novenber 83 S 17
December a3 8w 30
Year 76 =11 27

.j j ”%.l LA OTLA
METEQROLOGICAL OFFICER









