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ROSS-0NH-WIE UREAN DISTRICT COWICIL

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have to submit my ennuel report for the year ended
2 at December, 1952, in eccordance with article 17, sub-
section 5 of the Sanitary Officers (Outside London) Regulations
and Circular 2/53 of the Ministry of Health.

The health of the populetion of the Urban District waa
good throughout the year; the incidence of acute infectious
discase wus very amll, and the death rate from all causes was
lows.

The report contains & meteocrological report for the year
kindly supplied by Mr. F.J. Porsons, Meteorologist, The Observatory,
Rosg=on-Wye, which records the elimatic econditiona prevailing.

During the yoar, Mr. C.H. Caddick was obliged, through
failing health, to ceases to act as Swwveyor to the Council. I
have kmovm him for many yesrs as 2 most helpful colleague.

In the preparation of this report, I have to acknowledge
assistance most willingly given by Mr. E. Moses, Clerk to the’
Council; Mr, R.H. Shaw-Batchford, Sanitary Inspector to the
Couneil; and the Council's Houaing Meneger, Mr. If. Womck.

I also record my approciation of the support given me in
the discharge of my dutieas throughout the year by the Chairmen
and members of the Council.

I hewve the honour to be, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

Your obediont Sorvent,

Aulliam SHepg

i

i e e e R e T

Medical Officer of Health.

5th June, 1953.
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SECTION A - STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Area (in acres) ; S 1,004
Population (1951 Census) see 5p 39
Number of inhabited houses (on 31.12.52) sas 1,587
Rateable Value AT £3L, 995
Sum reprosented by a Poenny Rate e £136
Registrar Genernl's Estimnted Mid Year Population ... 5,21

Extracts from Vital Statistics for the Year,

Live Birth Hate por 1000 of the estimpted reasident

population (crude) e 1643
Corrected Live Birth Eate per 1000 estimoted

Pﬂpuhtim e w '1?1-1
Still Birth Rate per 1000 total (live and still)

Births Lew 33.7
Daath Rate fr&r 1000 of estimated resident

population (crude) asa 12.5
Corrected Death Bato per 1000 estimeted population ... 9.9
Area Comparability Faotor (Births) - [ p 1.05
Arca Comparability Factor (Deaths) ane 0.79
Deaths from Matornael Causes. Rate per 1000

Deoths. total birtha.

Heading Ho.30  Prognancy, childbirth,
abortion. Nil Nil

Death Rate of Infants under One Yoar of Age.

All Infonts per 1000 live Birthas. ' wew 233
Legitimate Infants per 1000 legitimato live Birthe ... 2l ly

Illegitimate Infents per 1000 illegitimate live
Births n e Nil
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The Urben Dietrict of Rosa-on-Wye is a smll country town, well
lnown as a holiday centre to the lower Wye Valley. The Wye is &
favourite river for anglers, and the town is recognised as an inland
health resort suited for convalescence, especially during the winter
monthea.

Catering for visitors forms an important source of employment
egpecially during the second and third quarters of the year. Industries
located in the town include browing, timber and Joinery works,
agricultural milling, oil recovery, printing and some light ongineering.

Population.

The Registrar General's Estimnte of the mid-year population is
Be271.

The ccnsus population in 1921 was 47013 L4735 at the census of
1931 and 5394 in 1951.

On the Reglatrar General's cstimated mid-year populaticn, the
avorage numbor of persons per inhabited house is 3.32, which is a amll
reduction on the figwre for 1951 (3.47). The average number of perscns
per acre is 5,25 and the average number of dwellings per acre is 1,58.

The netural increase of population for the year, that is the exceas
of live births over deatha is 20.

Birtha.

The totel number of live births recorded as having ocourred
within the District dwring the year is 86 (42 mals and Lk femnls).
During the previcus yeoar 10k births weros attributed to the area., The
crude live birth rate per 1000 of the estimnted population is 16.3, and
using the corparehility factor 1.05 for the District, the corrected
live birth rate is 17.1 per 1000 population, somewhat higher than that
rote for England énd Walcs - 15.3 par 1000 populaticn.

The rumber of live births occurring out of wedlock is &4 (3 male
and 1 femple). Illegitimte births formed 4.7% of the total live
birthsa.

The legitimte live birth rate is 15.6 per 1000 estimeted
population and the illegitimate live birth rate is 0.76 per 1000 of
the reaident population. When corrected by the area comperarability
factor these rates are respectively 16.3 and 0.8.

The number of males born exceeded the number of females born by 2,
the ratio of male/female births being 0.95h.

8till Births.

The number of atillbirths registered during the year is 3 (2 male
and 1 female), All stillbirths ocourred in wedloock and the stillbirth
rate for the year is 33.7 per 1000 total births. Based on the resident
population, the o ru & 4 still birth rate is 0,57 per 1000 population

end the corrected rate being 0.60 per 1000 population. The still hir'b‘h
rate for England and Wales is 0.35 for the year.
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Deaths.

The actual mumber of deaths recorded as having occcurred within
the District during the year is 66, this figure being made up of 43
male deaths and 23 femlo denths. For the year 1951 there were 79
deaths in thes Urban Disntirist, 37 of those boing male deaths. The
totnl mumber of deaths is obtained after deducting the deatha of non-
roaidente and adding tho deatha of residonts who died outside the
boundary of tha Urban Ddstrict.

The erude denth rate from 2ll causes is 12.5 per 1000 population
and when adjusted for comparative purposes tho corrected death rate is
9.9 per 1000 of the catimoted population. This figare is lower than
the corresponding figure for 1951 (11.7). The dsath rate from all
couges for the year for Bngland and Wales ia 1143 per 1000 total
population.

The ratio of male deaths to female deaths for the year is 1.87.
The commoncat cause of death is heart disease (hoadings 18, 19 and 20),
and this sccounts for 17 male and 11 femele deaths.

The corrected mortality rate for the year from all forms of heart
disesge dis 4.2 per 1000 population. Next in frequenoy as causs of
death is heading No.17 = wasculer lesions of the nervous system =
which gave rise to 8 deaths, with & corrected mortality rate of 1.2
per 1000 population.

Table of Cauges of Death
According to Sex ond Mortality Rates.

Corrected DeR.

Fa- Per- per 1000 est.
No. Coune, Mole. male, sona.  Population.
1. Tuberculosis, respiratory., 2 - 2 0.30
2. Tuberculosis; other. 1 - 1 0.15

12. Mrlignent Neoplesm, brecst. - 1 1 0.15
1. Other melipnont and

lymphatic neoplasma. 3 - 3 0.45
15. Lovleromin, oloulmemis. - 1 1 Q15
17. Vosculer lesions of

nervous gysteom. L L 8 1.20
18, Coronery disease, angino. 1 3 L 0.60
19. Hypertension with heert

disense. L) - 3 Du L5
20. Other henrt disease. 15 B 21 3u14
21. Other cireulatory disecge. 5 2 T 1.04
23, Prnioumonia., 1 - 1 0,15
s Bronchitis. 1 - i | .15
25. Other disenses of respir-

atory system. - 2 0. 30
2. Congendital mulformations. - 1 0,15
32« Other dofined and ill

defined diseeses. k 1 5 0.75
33. Motor Vehicle Accidenta. o = 2 0.30
. All other mecddents. - 2 2 Q.30
35, Buioide. 1 - 1 0.15

All Couses. 43 23 66 9.88
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Cancer Deaths.

The number of deaths caused by cancer of all sites at 4 (3 mle
and 1 female) is somewhat lower than usual. The corrected death
rate for all forms of cancer is 0,60 per 1000 population - the
correspending figure for 1951 was 1.48 per 1000 populetion.

Death due to notifiable Infectious Disease.

Pneumonisa causcd one meple death, and is the only acute notifiable
diseass which cnused death during the year. The corrected death
rate iz 0.15 per 1000 population. The death rate from pneumonia for
England and Wales for the year is 0.47 per 1000.

Gaptritis, entoeritis and diarrhoct.

I om very glad to report thet agein there wore no deatha
attributed to thesc couses.

Tuberculosis.

Two deaths were attributed to pulmonary tuberculosis and one to
non-respiratory disease. All were male deaths. This gives a
corrected tuberculosis death rate (all forms) of 0.45 per 1000. The
rete for EZngland and Wales is 0.2} per 1000 for the year. In 1951
two deaths were attributed to tubsroulosis.

Infant Mortality.

Two deaths of children under one year of age were recorded.
Both of these babies were legitimete maile infanta, The infant
mortality rate is 23.3 per 1000 live births. This rate for the year
for England and Wales is 27 .6 per 1000 live births.

Puerperal and other Meternal Deaths,

o deaths are recorded as dus to puerperal or other meternal
causes. This experience is identical with that of the previous year.
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SECTION B. GENERAL FROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE ARER

Leboratory Facilities.

The Public Health Laboratory at the County Hospital, Hereford
comtinued to provide facilitics for the usual clinieal pathological
investipations and the becteriplogical examinations of water, milk
and other foods.

Chemical laboratory investigations are earrisd out by the
Publie Analyata, Ellis and Twmer of Gloucester, and occesional
specimens are scnt to the Public Health Leboratory at Worcester.

The following table showa the number of the warious specimens
examined by the Public Health Laboratory on behalf of the Department.

Swmba TR 18
Spub’l TE] I
Urine ] 3
Fugcas . 17
Milk (methylene blue) P 37
Ioe Cream e 25
Water (bacterioclogical) T 142
Artifinial Creem aes 13

The pumber of samples of water examined by the Public Analyat
was two. Throe sumples of milk were sent to the Worcester Labarat-
ory for biological test; all were satisfactory.

smbulancoe Sorvicao.
Tho 8t. John'a Arbulence Brigade maintaine two ambulances which

serve the Distriect and the adjacent RFural Distriet, This sorvice
operates as pert of the scheme of the Loeal Health Luthority.

Public Mortuary.

The Council maintainas a small public mortuary, with facilities
for post mortem examinations.

The number of bodies roceived from the Urban Diastrict during

the year wos 8, whilst 7 bodies were received from cutside tho
District.

Diaposal of the Dead.

Vory limited use continues to be mnde of the Council's Cemetery
in Welf'ord Road, 23 cnly 5 interments took place during the jyear.

Section 50 = National Assistonce dct 1948,

One burdal wes carricd out by the Council under this section of
the Aot.

Section 4y ~ Natiom:l Assistonce hct 1948.

Two inveatigntions wore made under this section; both concerned
eged porsons who were admitted to hospital as a result of informel
ection.
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Public Convoniences.

Public conveniences are situated at Homs Road Motor Perk,
Creoas Houso, the Crofts and Wilton Read. Thesa were woll mein-
tained throughout the yesar.

Hospitaels.

There are two hospitals in the town under the ocontrol of the
Birmingham Regional Hospital Board. The Ross Cottage Hoapital has
16 beds. It has facilities for medical and surgical cases, an X-ray
department and an operating theatre.

The ilton Street Hospital provides accommodation for some
chronie sick and also provides residential accommodation for mentally
defective persons.

The absence of maternity home accommodation in the town ceused
the Council much dissatisfaction. Since maternity accommodation has
been available in the town for many years, the Councll considers that
such accommodetion should continue to be provided.

Clinics.

4 minor ailments clinie for achool children is held on Monday
and Thuraday mornings during school term, at the 014 Drill Hall.

An Infent Welfore Clinic iz held every fortnight on Thuraday
aftornoons, ot the Congregational Church Room.



Page 7.
SECTION C. SANTTARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Gﬂﬂlﬂg! "

The whole of the ares is situwted on 0ld Fod Sandstonc rocks
of the Devonian Systom.

Water.

I am indebted to Colonel Blake, Manager of the Ross Water
Indertaking, for the following information respecting the water
suppliea of ths arca.

The mains of the Ross Water Undoertoking provide a conatant
supply of potable watcr throughout the District. This water is
pumped from borcholea at the Alton Court Water Works. In part of
the District; the ¥ater Undertaldng provides, in additicn, a riwver
wvater supply which is waluable for boiler and other industrial
purposes on fccount of its low hardneas content.

The Alton Court supply is of good potable guality and continucus
automatic chlorination is applied to the rising main. The supply
is adequate in quantity for all demands. At peak draw—off periocds
goms of the houses on the high ground at Overrcas suffer from lack
of pressurs, but houses vwhich ero provided with 24 hour storage tanks
suffer no inconvenience. A booster is installed to improve supply
to part of Three Croasses Housing Estate.

During the yeor the following extensions of water maina wero
corried ouk:

2568 yords of L" mein for Merrivele Building Bstate to supply
L3 houses and connocting with the Bastficld Road mein supplying
TMudorville. This new medn should inercase pressure in the
Tudorville aree.

The nucber of dwelling houses supplied by the meins is 1637 by
sorvices, and 6L are supplied by 25 standpipes. These figures do
not include porage, garden, trough and trade auppliea.

The avercge daily consumption of potable water for 15952 was
46.39 gnllons per head of populstion. Non-domestic demand amounted
to 15.05 gnllona por head, giving a domestio consumption of 31.34
gallons per head per dey.

The Urlan Council hes drawn the attention of the Undertaking to
certain low pressure supplies within its district, and negotiations
are taking place between the Council and the Undertaking with a
view to improving the pressure and if' possible, providing a full
pressure supply over the 24 hours.

Froequent samples are taken by the Department, and provision
exists for semples to be taken from the rising main before the water
is troated by chlorinatien. During the year 138 samples of water
were sent to the Public Health Laboratory for bacteriological
cxamination. Ten samples gave a growth of organisms on culture;
the rempining 12L sarples were sterile. In addition, 2 samples of
water wore sont to the Public Analvat for chemleal examinaticn.

The Alton Court supply does not appear to have any appreciable
solvent action upon motels, but the water, in the presence of bright
sunlight does favour algal growths.
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Drainage and Scwerage.

Public sowers extend throughout the area, and the number of
premises not connected is insignificant. The publie sewers function
frivly satisfactorily cxcopt in the lower Archenfield and Brockend
argas, where flooding occurs during periods of heavy rainfall., The
syatem is of tho combined type, taking both storm water and foul water.
The sowage is passed inte the river Wye without trestment. The
Council is proposing to complote the first stage of the new sewage
disposal works within two years. This will treat the sewage from not
more than one third of the towm.

All newly constructed drains are inspected and tested by the
Sanitary Inspector. During the yean 52 drains were consiructed, of
which 47 were in comnection with dwelling houses, and 16 existing
drains were reconstructed and repaired.

Rivers and Streams.

The river Wye forms part of the boundary of the Urban Distriot.
Two amtll streams pass through the area - Checkley PBrook and RPudhall
Brock. Frequent inspectiona are carried out to sscertain posaible
sources of pollution. One sample of trade effluent wasz sent for
chemical cxamination. The Millpond wes cleansed on two occasions.

Closet Accommodation.

Wator closets are provided throughout the District. A small
number of the closcts are not provided with flushing apparatus. The
nmunber of new closots provided during the year was 52.

Public Cleansing.

The Council provides o weokly collection of domestic refuse; by
meana of a motor wvehicle,

Tho colleetion is placed under the supervision of the Sanitary
Inspector and disposal is mede by means of tipping at Decp Dean,
Wielf'erd, in the adjoining Rural District. In addition to domestic
refuse, the Council undertakes the collection of certain types of
trode refuse on payment. The old towm tip on Homs Road is atill
uscd for tipping rood sweepings end cxcevated earth and rubble.

The Council continued to supply, on hire purchase terms, approved
sanitary dustbinas. The scheme has resulted in the disappearsnce of
unsuitable receptacles ez dustbins. The Sanitary Inspector made
58 visits during the year in commection with ashbina.

The Council carries out regular cleansing of streets and public
places. There are no public wash-houses or baths in the town.

Swimming Baths and Pools.

Thero are no swimming baths or swimming pools open to the publie
within tho area,

Shops and O0ffices.

The Sanitary Inspector made 93 shop inspoctions. One new water
closet was provided and now washing facilities were provided in one

shops
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Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948,

There were 58 factories with mechanical power and 10 without
mechanicel power registered with the Council at the end of the year.

In eddition therc were 19 workplaces to which Section 7 of the
Act epplieds Theo number of inspections made under powers granted
by the fAct was 429. Threo defectas were found and one defect was
referred to the Department by H.M. Inspector.

Foctory Form 572 (Revised)

Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Honlth in reapect of
the year 1952, flor the Urban District of Ross-on-Wye, in the County
af Heraford.

Part I of Aot |

1. Inspections made for the purposes of provisions as to health |
(including inspections mede by Sanitary Inspectors). '

Number on | Inapoct= | Written | Occupiers .
Promiocs. iReglater. | iona. | Hotices. | Prosecuted. {
Fugtories in which i | : !
Bections 1,2,3,4 &! ! i ’
6 are to be enforced !
by the Loenl ! 10 L. . 15
Authority.
Faotorices not
included in (i) in
which Section 7 ia;
cnforced by tho
Locsl Authority.
Dther premises in |
which Bection 7 is
enforced by the |
Loonl Authordity. | |
(oxcept outworkers 13 | 228
premises ).

L ]
1
|
|
|
i
| | |
|

58 | 188

§ i —

|
|
|
|

-
T

]
|
Total " & Jiheo i. - -

e P ——

2. Casos in which Defecta were found.

‘Hu:rﬂ:er of casas in which defects|Number of |
wers found. cases in |

Farticulars. {Pound. Hmﬂﬂiecl. . Rererred which
i ito HeM. BF H. M. P‘fﬂﬂﬁﬂut-
| i ,Inapﬁc- Inspec- | ions were
i | itor.  {tor. instit'd.
J i

Tnedoquate ventilation | - Fhed e l
Banitary Conveniences - | l
(a) Insufficient gt 1 | 1 i = !
t i | i ' |
(b) Unsuitable or : | ! | I
defectivo. | iy o 2 e - 5 o
] r T T —i
1 I
Total S Ak it i 1 } = |
I 1
Qutworkers.

There are two cutworkers registored with the Local Authority, one
engaged in the making of weering apparel, end the other in making
umbrellas,
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Sanitary Inspection of the Area,

I am indebted te Mr. R.H. Bhaw-Batchford, Sanitary Inspector
to the Council for the following statement furnished under Article
27 (18) of the Sanitary Officers (Outaide London) Regulations, 1935.

Inspections.
ﬁﬂmﬂllﬂ-timﬂ ew TE ww T 16
AEhbiﬂﬂ and .ﬁ.ﬂ-hpitﬂ; aww aw T 'r 5&
Bakehouaes, e W T4 30
Gc':'l-]'[g".ljllg Sites e Baw “aw " :l'
Comnon Lodging HouseS..s ses  see  see 3
Dairdes sew  wmm  wes  maw il
Drainage T T 173
Drain Teats B e s B R he
Filthy and Verminous Premises ... «s. 18

Pactories (without mechaenical power)... 15
Factories (with mechanical power) ... ‘Iﬁg
LD

Food Poisoning e

Fmd ihndlmg BJrEhm.il‘ L L] L

‘Ii.ﬂl.l&il.'lg Ew (Y 'R R 210
Hotel and Restaurant Kitchens sse  ass 23
Ice Cream (Registorcd Promises)ses ses 35
Infectious Disease e Bl syt Sean 2
Publias Convenlencos evs  sos  ses  ass 35
Rats and Mico pais i TRt o e 221
Ehﬂpﬂ T Ty sEa o w 93
S.Mkﬁ Dbsumtims R N Y e L 16
Uﬂﬁﬂunﬂ. Fﬂﬂd W LR N W L N 8?
Water Supply = S R i € e 144
.'lll.ﬂrk Plﬁlcﬂlﬂ TR TR " aw an 223

Hoticos Iasued.

Informal aEw saw e T #-3
Etlltu‘tﬂry ro hﬂ“ﬂ':i-ﬂg - - ww LR T -
Statutory undor othor Asts so cen  wes 12

Summary of Defects Remedied.

Accumulations romowved ses  mEE  www [
Drains and Gullies cleared «u  sss  ses 16
Draina I'EPE.:!_I‘BE]. sas  wEE waw 15
New drains pm‘riﬂ-ﬂﬂ- paw Ty R 5.2

Defective floors repairod s ses  sas g9
Defective roofs repadred ... ses  sss 9
Defective eaves gutters repaired . ... L
Defective briclowork repaired ... ... 2
Disinfections after infectious dissaas. 2
Dﬂfl}cti"f& Wiﬂm I"Epﬂ.il‘eﬂ. & EE aw 9
Defective chimoys ropaired Wi alae T
Dampness of walls and floors remedied.. 8
Closcts I'E]__ﬂirﬂli ew ) aw 1
Iniries il]:prﬂ"l.l"t}ﬂ. Y e s w 1
Filthy and verminous premisecs cleansed. 13
New Gullies pmviﬂcﬂ T ' o 5
Paving ropaired sew  wem www 1
Rainwater pipes provided or repaired... &
Staircases r&pﬂi‘rﬁd e oy e 1

L

low Sinks provided wes  sen  sws



Pﬂ-Eﬂ 11,

Camping Sites.

The number of sites used for camping purposes within the area
wasg three and two liccnses wore issued by the Loeal Authority under
Section 269 of the Public Health Act, 1936, It is estimated that
the maximum nunber of campers in the area at any time did not exoceed
20 persons. OUne camping ground is exempt from this section of the
Lot.

Common Lodging Houses.

Thers is one common lodging house in the town. The number of
ingpections made during the year was 9. Returns from the keeper
show that the beds were occupied 5115 times during the year. No
caso of notifisble disease occcurred in this common ledging house.
Eredication of Ead Bupgs.

Ho dwelling houses were found to be infested with bed btugs.

Prevention of Damapge by Pesta Act, 1949,

The Council employs one rodent operator, who is provided with
additional help as necessary. During the year 6 minor infestations
with rats were discovered. Altcogether, 221 inspectiona were made
under this Act during the year. The number of treatments carried
ot wes l’+5!-

(e) Infeatations.

| Notified . Othorwise Rats i i
Total. ' by Occupier. . discovered. ! Major Minor | Mice..
Local , | i ; ' ,'
Authority's| i - : i
Propoertios. ' 1 : - | 1 - | | | =
Dwelling | 5 | i |
Houses. i 5 [ 5 e - By e
Businesa | | : |
Promiscs. | = | = 3 - R -
Agricult- | i ; i
ural | ! | ! :
Properties | - ‘ - i - o kil R
I ] ' - [
Total | 6 ; 5 : 1 | = e diw ]
(b) Measurcs of Control.
. Property No. of | Informal Notices | Treatment |
' inspeot- Inapect-| Notice | scrved under | carried i
ed. . ions. | served. | Section 4. | out. |
Pr'uparties. L ) - | = 1 !
Dwelling | ; . |
Houses. toAT 1 = | = 17 |
Buginess | ‘ | ! !
Premizses. | 4 120 i - ! 2B !
agrim = ' | ! E
' f |
grggnrtiaa - = = : = J|‘ - :
Total i 35 221 - i | b6 |
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SECTION D - HMSING

The Council's house construction contimued and 20 Council housses
were completed and ceccupied during the year. Absence of facilities
for the treatment of sewage prevented further house construction being
cormencod.

Frivate owners werc ebls to complete 24 dwellings and & further
15 dwellingas for private owners were under construction but incompleta
when the year ended.

The Council was unable to make much progress with re-housing
operations, with the housing demend still far from satisfied, but & temp~
orary  dwellings were demolished as being unfit for human habitation
and the ccoupants re-housed. The total number of housing inapections
made was 210, and 37 dwellings were found to be not in all respects
reasongbly fit for uman habitation; 26 were subsequently rendered .
it after informal action during the year.

The Camp Meadow Estate of temporary dwellings, continued to
provide accommodation. At the end of the year 45 housing units wers
in use. The Estote has been of some benefit in relieving temporary
diffieult housing conditions, but it is neceasary to re-houase the
occupants in permonent housesa as early as poasible. The Estate was
well menaged throughout the year by the Council's Housing Manaper,
Mr. N. Womaclk.

Inspection of Dwelling Houses during the Year.

1. (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for i
housing defects (under Public Health or
Housing Acts). “en a7
(b) Humbor of inspections made for the above
PUrpogt. i 210
2. (a) DNumber of dwelling houses (included under .

sub-head 1a above) which were inspected

and rocorded under the Housing Conaolidated

Ropgulations, 1925 and 1932. ik N3
(b) Numbor of inspections made for the above

PuI'PGEE- - Hi.l

5 Nurmber of dwelling houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injuricus to health as
to be unfit for humsn habitation. san  Nil

lew Humber of dwelling houses exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head
found not to be in 21l respects reascnobly
fit for humn habitation. W j?

Remedy of Defects during the year without service of Formal

Hotices.

Numbor of defective dwelling houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by the Loeal
huthority or their officers. ot 26
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Action under Statutory Powers during the Year.

1.

2

3.

b

(2)

(b)

(a)

(b)

(e)
(b)

()

Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of

the Housing Act, 1935.

Number of dwelling houses in respect of

which notices were served requiring

repairs.

Munber of dwelling houses which were

renderod it after service of formal

notices

{i% By Ownors

(ii) By Locel Authority in defenlt
of Owners.

Procoedings under Public Health Actas.

Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which notices were aserved requiring
defects to be remedied.
Number of dwelling houses in which
dofects were remedied after service of
formal notices

(i) By Owners

(ii) By Local Authority in default

of Owners

Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of
the Housing Act, 1936.

Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made,
Nunmber of dwelling houses demolished

in pursuance of Demolition Orders.

Procesdings under Section 12 of the
Housing Act, 1936.

Numbar of separate tenements or under=
ground rooms in respect of which
Closing Orders were made

Mupber of scparate tenements or under-
ground rooms in rospect of which
Cloaing Orders were determined, the
tonement or room hawving boen rendered
fit.

Housing Act 1936 - Part IV - Overorowding,

{(a) Number of dwcllings overcrowded at the
end of the year.

(b) MNumber of fomilies dwelling therein.

Ecg lNurber of persons dwelling therein.

d Number of cases of overcrowding reported
during the year.

. (e) TlNumber of cases of overcrowding relieved

during the year,

(f) Nurber of persons concerned in (e)
abova,

UW%H-

Overcrowding within the District showed some small increase.
the end of the year 7 dwellings were known to be overcrowded.

Proceedings under the Housing Act, 194L9.

-

R

LR

EE

[N ]

No action was taken under this act during the year.

Nil

Wil

Nil

37

1"

Nil

Wil

Nil

Wil

Nil

Nil

At
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SECTION E - DNSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

Milk.
Milk and Deiries Regulations 1949.

At the beginning of the year there were seven dairies and seven
distributors registered with the Council; theae mmbers being
reduced to six at the end of the year. The number of inspections
mads during the year was 51. One dairy was improved. There are
no pasteurisation plants situated within the Urban District, but a
certain amount of pasteurised milk is sold in the arsa. One
supplemcntary liconce was granted by the Council for the sale of
pasteurised milk, and fiwve for the sale of tuberculin tested milk.

The mmber of samples of milk submitted to the Public Health
laboratory was 37. Teon samples of pasteurised milk taken at
different periods of the year complicd with the Regulations. Of
tuberculin teated milk 26 samples were taken and 8 of these failed
to comply with the standard. Six of the unsatisfactory samples
were taken from ong dairy. Three samples of milk were submitted
for biclogical test for tuberculosis end were satisfactory. There
woas no evidence at any time during the year, that the consumption
of milk had caused eny acute disease in man.

Ice Cream.

The nudber of premises registered with the Loecal Authority for
the manufacture of ice oream waa 2, and 30 premises were registered
for the storage and sals of this product. Twentyfive samples of
ice cream were submitted for bacteriologicel examination and the
results showed that 13 samples complied with provisional grade 1
stendard, 7 samplous werc provisional pgrade 2 and 3 samples were of
provisional grade L. Two of the samples were not teatad under
standard conditions. These results show an improvement in
cleanliness.

The number of inspections of premises used for the manufacture,
storage or scle woua 3. There wos no evidence that consumption of
ice cream coused acute infectious disease.

Woater Creas.

No speeinl action by the Department was necessary in connection
with the asale of this foodstuff. It is found growing in natural
conditions in the vicinity of tho town.

Shell Fish.

The sale of shell fish within the arce is smell. No action by
the Department wes necessary in comnection with the sale of shell fish,
and no case of illness was atbtributed to consumption of this food.

Moat.

There ore no slaughterhouses in regular operation within the
Urban Distriet, but one slaughterhouse is licensed and used cccasionally,

the carcase being romoved immediately after slaughter to the Central
Abattoir at Hereford.
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Slaughter of Animals Act 1933, Section 3.

Three licencea were granted to slaughters by the Council during
the yeoar,

Other Foods.

Regular inspection of feods exposed for sale in the shops and
markets is made by the Sanitary Inspector, and the following list
gives the amount of food found to be unfit for humen consumtion
and voluntarily surrendered:-

Cause of
Quantity. Food. ungoundness.
24 l1ba. Jellied Meat. Blown tins.
21} atone Fish. Decomposition.
7 dozen Jars Fish paste. .
217+ 1ba. Ham, Blown and damaged

tins.
L 1bs. Yeal and Ham, ditto
114 1bs. Beef. Bone taint.
150 lbs. Cheese. Decomposition,
1 Kilo - Tomatoos. Blown tins.
3 1bs. Satisage. Decomposition.
& 1bs. Bacon. "
101 tins Missellanoous
foodatuf'fs. Blown tins.

Byelaws 88 to the Handling, Wrapping and Delivery of Food, and
Sale of Food in Opeon Air.

These Byelews, made under Section 15 of the Food and Drugs Act,
1938, came into cgperation on 13th November, 1950. Non-compliance
with the byelaws wos found en four occasions. Two off'encos con-
cermed failure to take steps reasonably necessary to protect food
from animals, and on two cccasions there wes failure to display the
name and address of the vendor.

Food Polisoning.

Two sporadie cases of food poisoning were notified. In both
cases it wos impossible to discover the cauae of infection, but the
firat case was due to infeotion with Salmonells Dublin, and the ascond
the more usuel Salmonella Typhi-marium. Two ocases of suspocted food
peisoning wore notified, but after careful investigation no confirmatory
evidence of the dirmosiz was obtained.
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SECTION F. - PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS
DISKASE

The number of confirmed ceses of infectious disease which
occurred during the year was nine. This low incidence of infectioua
disease is wnusual and cannot be mintained for any long period. It
orises from & relative freedom from measles and whooping cough, and a
reduction in the incidence of pnoumonia.

Prom the table shown below it will be seen that the second
quarter of the year gawve the maximum incidence.

Throughout the year the Urban District was free from diphtheria,
crysipeles, dyscntory, enteric fevers, meningococcal infecticn and
acute poliomyelitis.

Tha five acute infoctione notified gave an incidence rate of
1.71 per 1000 population.

Confirmed Cases of Inflectious Disesso
in each Quarter.

All Discases 2 L

Diseasa. 1at Qtr. 2nd Qtr. Jrd gtr. Lth Qtr. TYear,
Scarlet Fever. 1 = - = 1
Measlos. - 2 - 1 3
Whooping Cough. - 2 = 2 2
Pneumonia. 1 - - 1 2
Pucrperel Pyrexia. - - 1 - 1

1

Searlet Fover.

One cage occurred in the firast quarter of the yenr.

Meosles.

Only threoe cases weore notified, two of these occurred in the
aecond quarter and the remmining case in the final muerter.

Whooping Cough.

Two notifications of whooping cough were received in the second
gquarter.

T (T i 1

The efficiency of notification within the Urban District ia good,
and I teke this cpportunity of expressing my apprecistion of the
oco=operation and help which I have always received from the medical
practitioners in the area in all matters related to the health of
the population.
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Analysis of notified cases according to certain

Age Groups.

Discase. O« 1+ 3+ 5B+ 10+ 45+ 204+ 35+ L5+ 65+
Scarlet Fever. - - 1 - - - = - = =
Whooping Cough. - 2 - - - - - - = =
Measlea. 1 - = 2 - - - - - )
Prieumania. - - 1 - - - - - 1 -
Fusrperal

Pyrexia. - - - - 5 = 1 i A7 -
All Diseases 1 2 2 2 - - 1 - 9 -
Tuberculosis.

At the beginning of the year there werae 57 cases on the tubsroulosis
regiaster, 43 of theae being of pulmcmary dissase. During the year 7
names were added; 4 of these being in respect of reapiratory disesss.

Of the additions, threec ceses of respiratory disease and two of other
forma of the disesase represented new infections.

The mumber of casca removed from the register was also 7 (&
respiratory and 3 nm—respimtwy:l so0 that the number of cases
romaining on the rogister at the end of the yeor was unchanged.

There wore three male deaths caused by tuberculosis, one being
coused by non-respiratory diseass. The corrected death rate from
all forms of tubcrculosis for the year is 0.45 per 1000 population,
cne third of this reto being caused by non-respiratory disease.

Tha death rate from 2l]l forms of tuberculosis for the year for
Zngland and Weles is 0.24 per 1000 population.

The incidence rate of now infections of tuberculosis (all forms)
in the Urben Distriet for the year is 0.95 per 1000 population.

NEW CASES AND MORTALITY DURING 1952

NEW CABSBES DEATHS
Apa Hespiratory. Non-Respir- Respiratory. Non-Respir-

Periods. atory. R atory.
M F M P M F M F
O - - - - - - -
1+ - - - - - - - -
5+ = 1 - - - - -
'151' = = - - - = - =
Eﬁ'ﬁ - 1 - 4 - - 1 -
.3‘5"' = 1 - - = - - -
L5+ - - - 1 1 - - -
55+ - - N TS e - -
65+ oy it g i S
411 Agos 3 - 2 2 = 1 z
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County Obasrvatory,
Ross=an=-Wye.

ANNUAL METEOROLOGICAL REFORT FOR 1952

A YEAR OF CONTRASTS

Coldest September on Record.

The year 1952 was not lacking in contrasta. Chief among its
moteorologieal features wore & mild Spring and ecold Autum. It was
the cooleat year sinoe 1931,

Jamary esteblished & new high record for sunshine, whilst
Septenber proved to be the coldest since temperature records began ;
80 years ago. Autwmal weather set in much earlier than usual, and <
after Augaat overy month was deficient in warmth.

The greatest excess warmth occurred in May which had not been
warner sinoe 1922, although equalled in 1947. March was outstand ingly
mild in spite of & brief return to wintry conditions with snow towards
the end of the month. Not for 30 years had there been snow late in
¥arch.

The Summer wos marred by & wet August, which however, somewhat
rotrieved its reputation in its last fortnight. June and July were
dry fine months and the mean temperature for the Summer differed
little from normol - July being the warmest month.

There were only three days on which temperature in shade rose to
80 deg. or more - 21l in July, viz. the 1st (85 deg.) and the 21at
and 22nd (80 deg.) August was very equable, temperaturc never
excecding 73 dog. Its reinfull wos not only the heawvioast of the
year but medo it the wettest Aupist since 1931. '

Snow wog experienced in the last week of November, which month
had not been colder sinoe 1925.

The autum was the coldeat since 1919,

Bright sunshine vas noteworthy for the great excess in Jamuary
which coupled with 2 high duration in the preceding Decenber and
following February mde the winter of 1951-52 the sumniest on record
with 250 hours.

There woa very little thunder - apart from sherp thunderstorms
on July 6th, and in Aupgust. Some warm nights occurred early in July;
one night hoving the high shoade minimm of 64 deg. (July 1st/2nd).
Some unusually high solar temperatures were registered in July = 140 deg. and
and upwards, with 147 deg. as the hiphest reading on the 20th.
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TABLE I

EAROMETRIC FRESSURE (In Inches of Mercury)
corrected for Mean Bea Level and Temperature 32 deg. F.
Barometer Cistern is 226 ft. above Mean Sea Level.

Menth E Difference EXTHEMES
Moan from

Menth Value HNormal. Highest Iate Lowast Date
January 29.873 = 0.071  30.55L T 29,004 A
Februsry 30.160 + 0.202 30.735 5 29,102 1
March 29,835 = 0.19% 30,236 1314 29,363 29
.ﬂpl"'il 29. 59 + 0.032 30,400 3 29.157 21
Moy 30.018 - 0,004, 30.560 2 29,312 L
Juns 30.049 + 0.002 30.3% b 29,586 1

hugast EE’!-'B‘B'B = 0,09 30,275 22 29.253 6
Septomber 29.974 - 0.0%52 30.486 16 29,306 30
October  29.858 - 0.0 30,360 8 28.972 13
November 29,964 0.000 30.380 13;1L  29.320 21;27
December 29.886 - 0.042  30.604 437 29,026 43

Yoar 29.968 - 0.017 30.735 Feb.5 2B.972 Qct.13

# Note: these values are the means cbtained from
readings made six times daily at threc hourly
intervals between 6 a.m. and 9 pem. (G.LT.).

TABRIE II
%
FREVATLING WINDS
Month Direotion FPerooentege of
all observaticna.
January W and W both 34
February W 28
March E 29
April W p
May W 20
Juno W 35
July W 33
Aumst W 28
Soptoember w 33
October =1 25
Novembor w 20
Decenber =) 26
Yeoar W 28

A& From Observations made six timea daily at three
hﬂl.'l.'l'lb" intervels, £ a.ms to 9 FPellis e M.T,
There were only two cutstanding gales - October 28th
and December 17th both from WEST to NORTH-WEST.
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TAELE IIT

AIR TEMPERATURE (in degrees Fahr.).
Thermometer Bulba 4 feet (above grass) - in a
Stevenson Screen.

Month Mean  Difference EXT R E M E 8
from
Normals. Highest Date Lowest Date
January 38.5 - 0.8 55 10 18 27
Febrmary 38.7 = 1.k 55 29 23 5
March k5.3 + 2.4 57 8;10;20 29 15;27:28
April ka.bk + 1.9 T2 18 29 1;2;3
May 56,1 + 2.8 19 18;19 39 13
June 58.1 = 0.5 79 27:28 LO 3;7:8;16
July 62,7  + 0.9 85 1 L3 16
August 6142 + 0.3 T3 6326329 L, 21
September 51.9 - 4.8 70 3 33 20
October  LB.9 -0, 60 27;28 26 11
Hovember  L0.5 - 3. 58 2 22 29
December 38,4 = 2.0 53 19;22;23 19 5
Year 9.1 = 0.5 85 July 1 18 Jan. 27
Note The NORMAL Mean temperaturcs are for the 70 years 1881 - 1950.
The mean daily maximum temperature for September was only 59.0
deg. (4.4 deg. under normal) - the lowest on rocord, whilst the
mean daily minimum 44.9 (4.1 deg. below normal) has only once
been lower (in 1877) but was equalled in 1912.
TABLE IV
EARTH TEMPERATURES (in degrees Fahr.)
MEAN S in 1.9 5 2 No. of
Nights Low-
Difference At Difference with eat
At from Four from ground HRead-
lionth One £, Normal. Peet, Normal. frost.x ing. Date.
January  39.2 - 0.6 413.8 + 1.1 19 8 27
February 37.7 - 2.2 LA,0 - 2.0 25 1L, 5
March blea 758 el BLE e+ 1.0 L 26
April 47:8  + 0.4 L6.7 0.0 L, 3
m}l" 55:5 & 2!? 52!5 ¥ 1“[[- 2 29 9;13
June - 59-5 = 0.4 5515 + 0,8 5 3":' 1'5
July 63.L + 0.2 59.5 + 0.3 (1] 3l 16
August 2.8 + 0.3 60.6 + 0. o} 38 21
September 56.1 - 2.7 7.9 = 1.1 7 28 £;8
October 50.3 - 1.8 53,2 =1.9 1 20 11
Wovember L4.1 - 1.3 49.2 = 0.7 16 12 25
Decerber 39.0 - 2.3 L3.4 = 2,5 18 10 é
Year 5‘[]..1 = .5 501? = a3 115 a8 Jﬂn.E?

ksans are for 30 years, 1921 - 50.
The mumber of ground frosts in Septenmber is highest on record.
The year's total number of ground frosts 113 is highest since

1933.

¥ Ground frosts occur when temperature is 30 deg. F or less.
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RATNFALL (in Inches)
For 24 hours to 9 a.m. dedily.

Difference Highest Mo, of Duration of
Total from daily riein- Bainfall.
Month Depth. Normal. fall Date dnys. Hrs. & 10ths.
Janunry 1,98 - 0.49 « 55 S0 16 26,2
February 0,39 = 1,68 «23 10 5 10.3
¥arch 1.85 = 0,42 52 L 18 .7
April 2,03 + 0.13 36 [ 17 39.6
Miny 3.70 + 1.57 «87 L 15 Ehob
June 1.61 = 0.3 «32 5;8 12 23:7
July 1.10 =~ 1.26 52 5 [ 11.1
August 4.82 + 2,32 1.46 A 16 k7.5
Scptember 1.83 - 0.55 « 89 a 11 239
October  3.61  + 0.58 57 18 17 61.8
Novembexr 3'1- ?5 + 1 .U‘? . ?_3 26 18 ?9- _5
Decembor 148 = 1.22 33 18 18 0.8
Year 28.22 + 0,04 1.4 Aug. 4 167 450.3

Normals cover the 90 years 1861-1950.

A Rein-day is one on which the fall is 005 inch or more.

The fall of 1.4f on August Lkth was the highest in August since
1942,

There were three absolute droughts:=- (a) Pebruary 17th to March
2nd (inclusive) .. 15 days; (b) July Oth to 30th inclusive .. 23
days; (o) August 19th to September 7th inclusive .. 20 days.

An Abasolute Drought is & Period of at least 15 successive days
without measurable rain.

TABLE VI

RELATIVE HUMIDITY - Percentage of Saturotion

Month Mean % Henth Mean %
January 78 July 69
February T3 Auguat T8
March 78 Scp tember 7
April 72 Cetober 79
May T3 Neovenber 83
June 71 December 85
YEAR: T77%

These meens are derived from cbgervations of the wet and dry
Bulb thermomcters made six timea daily at thres-hour intervals from
6 2.m. to 9 p.m.
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TABLE VII

BRIGHT SINSHINE: In Hours and 10ths.

Month. Total Dif' ference Best day's record. HNumber of
Duration. from normal. duration. date. sunless days.
January 95.8 + 43 Tad 19 5
February 85,8 + 211 e 1 Li2q 6
March 10047 = 18,5 e 10 5
April 156.0 + 5.5 1246 25 2
May 196.9 + 11.5 143 24 5
June 199, 2 = 2.1 15,3 23 2
July 186:3 + BT 143 5 0
August 161.8 - 10,k 12:.8 29 1
September 131.3 + 0.5 9.5 1325 2
Octobar 100, 9 + 2.8 9.8 5 5
Wovember T8.7 + 20.0 8.0 11 11
Dacerber 3.8 + 13.1 B.6 L 8
Yoar 1561.2 + 95.7 P Jung 23 2

January was the sunniest on record and November wes the brighteat
since 1925, [For the fifth year in succession December was excepticnally
SUNILY «

Normals for sunshine cover the 35 year period 1916 to 1950
inclusive. The records began in 191L.

-

F | e,
== 2! Loindonnd

Meteorologist = in = Charge.









