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Mr. Chairman, GCouncillor Kiss Bryant and Gentlemon,

I heve the honour to submit my Annual Reoort on the
work of the Public Health Department for the year 1946. The report
is submitted in accordance with Article 17 (4) of the Sanitary
Officers (Cutside London) Regulations, 1935 and Circular 13/47, of
the Ministry of Health.

The Report gives a general account of the facilities
provided for the promotion of the health of the commmity and contains
no speoinl item inscrted upon instructions of the Council.

In general it can be stated that the health of the
community was good; thers was no serious epidemie during the year,
births were relatively hizgh and deaths werc Low.

It will be appreciated that I am indebtod to my
collesgues for much assistance in the preparation of the report, and
I must acknowledge such assistance from Mr. B, Moscs, Clerk fto the
Council, ¥r. C. Caddick, Surveyor, end Mr. R. Shaw Batohford, Sanitary
Inaspector. I also heve to thank these of'ficers for their help most
willingly given throughout the year.

I take this opportunity of placing on record my
appreciation of the support and the courtesy which the Council has
showm me throughout the year, This has been an encouragement %o me
and has favoured smooth and efficient working in the Department.

The report conteins also an /nnual Heport of the
meteprological conditions prevailing which has boen kindly provided
by lr. F.J. Parsons, of the (bservatory, Ross-on-fye. This report
will be found to be most instructive.

I am, }r. Chairman, Councillor Hisa Eryant and Gentlemen,

Your obedient scrvant,

el e *..ﬁ

Area Medical Off'icer of Health.

September, 1947.
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i SOVION A, - BTATTSTIOR AND S0CTAL CONDTTIONS OPF TR ARBA:=

A e e e S R 1, 00
Fopulation (Repgistrar General's Eatimate) .ce  see  eas  ses L, 776
fuber of Inhobited Houses (Znd of 1946) ... saran MR gy 1,351
aptenble Valus - e W PR b R B he
ihe Sum Eeprescnted by a Penny Rate sae  wee  sse ves sew 813361745

sxtroct from Vital Statistica of the Year:-

Live Birth Rate per 1,000 of estimated resident pomulation ... 20.9
Stillbirth Rate per 1,000 Total Births (Live & Still) ... e HNIL
Death Rate per 1,000 of estimated resident population (erude).. 17.0
Deathas from Puerperal Causes:=
Rate per 1,000

Deaths. Total Births.
Heading Nos. 29 .+ Fuerperal Sepsis NIL WIL
Heading Noe 30. «se Other Puerperal Causes NIL NIL
Denth Rate of Infants under One Year of /ge:-
411 Infants per 1,000 Liwve Births . - ee ane - 100.0
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births P |
Illegitimete Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Birthe - ... 133.3

The Urban District forms a smell country town on the
Ddver Wye, and lies upon the lower old red sandstone of the Devonian System.
It is p contre for the surrounding Bural Distriet. The induatries located
in the town include a2 brewery, ticber and joinery works, a grain mill, and
an oil recovery works. The town has considerable reputation as a holiday
and health resort, end catering for the wisitors f'orms an important trade
for aix months in each year.

The town has some reputation as a winter health reaort,
but the war conditions cxerted an edverse effect. With the reatorasion
ond augmentation of amenities the importance of the town es a winter resort
is likely to ineresse. The River Wye iz one of the most beautifdl pivers in the
country and attracts large numbers of anglers each year.

Population:-

The Registrar Genoral's estimated mid-yeor population is
4y 776, This has shown little tendency to veriation for many years. On this
figure the estimnted average number of persons per inhebited house is 3.6.
The average mmber of inhabited houses per ncro is 1.3, and the estimatod
nverage nunber of persons per acre is 4.8 It nust not be forgotten that
within the boundery of the Urban District there are areas of agricultural
land, scme of which is lishle to flooding, andi thia reduces the actual heousing
density very considerably. The naturnl inckense of the population i.e. the
excess of deaths over birtha for the yoor was 19, which contragts with a
natural deecresse of ¥ for the year 1945, :

Births:-

- A total of 100 (51 meles and L9 females) were registered
« giving a birth rate of 20.9 per thousaid of the estimated resident population,
compared with 19.1 for Englend and Wales.



The nunber of illegitimate live births was 15(6 males
and § fenales) which is 155 of the totel live births,

Stillbirths:-

Thore were nd atilpbirths registered, which gove a
rote of NIL per 1,000 of the cstimeted resilent sopulation,

Deptha:-

The ectual number of denths recorded as having occurred
within the Urban District is 81, after deduction of dcaths of non=
recidents end the addition of denths of residents which cecurred cut-
side the District. This pives & crude desth rate of 17.0 per 1,000 of the
catinnted population. 4 Table of Cousea of donth nccording to sex is given
&t the end of this Report.

Infent Mortality:-

There were 10 denths of infants undor onc yeer of ape,
Giving an infantile mortality rate of 2,4 per 1,000 of the estimated
resident population, or 100 per 1,000 live births, .

Jepths Due ta Concer:-

There were 5 deoths (3 mnles and 2 fumales) attributed
to all forus of concer, tnd the death rate from this cose is 1.0 per
1,000 of the sstirvted resident population.

Luoths Due to Diarrhoce under Two Yeera of Ape:-

There were two male denths attributed to diarrhoea
in persons under the ege of two yecrs.

SCTICN B.= GRTLAL PROVISIOGN OF HE\LTH SERVICES F0R THE ARBA:-

Loborntory Focilities:-

The Public Heslth Loboratory at the County Officea,
Hereford, now maintoined Ly the Medical Research Council and under the
direetion of Dr. H. Zwert Jones, contimued to Poovide a sorviee for the
usual clinienl leboratory inveatigations, the exeminntion of water and
the baeteriolquical cxmmination of milk end other foodsa.

The work carried out by the Loberatory is of great
value to the Public Henlth Service and to the medicnl nractitioners
within the District.

_ The following teble gives particulars of the work carried
ut on behelf of the Department:- :

opoeimens Examined.

Swaba wen ea e s E e raw 69 -
5""'I.IJF|.1|'.'|. e o “aE e LR R 5
lJ'I'i:I"lfJ LR - L L] - LN 2
Ico-crean rr vaw e raw e 3
Ice—crean Eix ... e anw saw e 1
kille Powder aaw s enw e - 1
.”:il]{ L] - LR LN - LR ] E'B
?'Fnter-ﬁactcrialngiml xr wew e 27
if&ter—ﬂher.‘.icsl.” caw ea e iew 1
Othor Gocteriologieal Mxominations see 12
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Zubulance Servige:=

The Order of St. John maintains & motor ambulance at the
Hexdguerteras in -dée Croas Street, which is available for the inhabitents
of' the IMatrict on soyment of scale chorges. The Council makes an annual
denetion to the Orfer ip return for an street cocident service which is
aveilable at all times throughout the year.

Fublic ¥ortuwry:-

a amall public mortuary of two chambers is provided
by the Counecil end is managed by the Surveyor to the Council. During
the year 4 bodies were received at the mortucry from the Urben District
and 7 from the Ross and Whitchurch Rural Distriect, The public mortuary
vi;t:ull conducted and adequately furnished, four bodies can be accormodatod
case.

Fublic Convenicnces:-

Public Conveniences are provided in the centre of the
tovm end are well maintained.

Hospitala:=

The Rosa Cottape Hospital i= s veluntary hospitel of 16
beds, and receives medical and surgicel coses. The hospital is provided
with en X-ray apparatus and a surgical operating theotre.

SSECTION C. - SANTTARY CIRCUMST.NCES (F THE ARDA:-

Watori=

I am indebted to Cpl. N. Blake; swnager of the Ross Water
Undertaking for much of the following informetion pertaining to the water
sumplics of the area,

The maina of the Hoss Water Undertsling provide a conastoent
supply of potable water throughout the District. This water is pumped
from horeholes in the old red sandatone at the Slton Court Water Vorka.

In part of the District, the Water Underteking provides,in addition,a
River Water Supply which is valuable for beiler and other induatrisl pur-
posas, on account of its low hardness content of & = 7 parts per 100,000
againat 26 perts per 100,000 in the Alton Court Supply.

The flton Court Supply iz of cxeellont guality for potable
purposes, and es & further scfeguard & continuous sutomatic chlorinator
ia inaeried between the pumps and the resertoir.

The water supoly wes adoguate in quantity throughout the
year within the Urban District. The supply 1s constent and at a preasure
sufficient for all ports of tho aree, including fire fighting purposes.
During the yeer, 600 yards of new weter mains, with a diameter of 8"
diminishing to 5", were constructed from Millpond Street to Overroas
near the new Three Crosses building site.

The number of dwelling housea and shops within the Urban
District supplied by the mcins is 1,433, this figurc doea not include
several gorage, gardon, trough end trede supplieas The majority of
the supplies are carried into the houses, but in some cases where old
cottages exsist the supply is by a stendpipé in the yard to one or morg
dwellings.

The average deily consumption of Dotable water for 1946
wea 42 gallona per head including that uacd for trode purposess

The Alton Court (potable) Su »ly ie adegquate in quantity
and is of satisfactory cquality throughout the whcle of the Urban District.
Frequent samplcs cre taken by the Public Henlth Depértment in addition to
serples taken by the Ross Water Undertaking, and there is good co-operation
between the Stetutory Undertaking and the Officisls of' the Department.
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Provision now exists for samples to be taken from the
rising mein before the water is treeted by chlorinotion, It is genarally
found thoet the water as it issues from the borshole gives no growth on
bacterial culture, and sarples of weter teken from the distributlion mains
ere frequently sterile and only seldom glwe 2 plate comt.

During the yesr two samples of wator were aubmitted for
chemical and 27 for bacteriological examination by the Departiment.

The whole of the pcpuletion of the Distrdet appears to bo
Bupplied from the maina with the exeception of the inhabitants of threa
dwellings situsted scme distance from the neins, These cannot excaed
10 parsons in munber,

The Alton Court Supply dees not anpear to have any
apprecisble solvent action upon metals, but the water, in the presence
of sunlight,does tend to favour algal growth., This is & eommon cocurrence
with woter from desp sources.

One public well in Corpus Christi Leone continues in sarvice
elthough little use is made of it. Numerous serples have been taken for
o mumber of yorrs but the woter hes alweys been of good potable quality.

Dreinare and Soworamsi-

Public sewers cxtend throughout the orea, and tha numbar
of premises not comnceted is insignifieont. Whilat part: of the aystem
is wery old, the asewers funetiom feirly satisfoctorily with the exeeption
af the lower ifrchenficld snd Brookend porticms, where overloeding and
flooding occursa during times of heavy roinfell, sz the system is of the
combined type, toking both storm weter and foul water.

The scwepe is passed into the Biver Tire without trastment
by three separate cutfalls, The present system is not entirely satis-
factory and prelininary trestment should be provided o improve the
appearance of the river ncer to the outfalls, It would appesr that
scrcening end settlement would be adequate treatnent under present con-
ditions.

There were no extensions of privote sewers conatruoted
during the year, but 2 new public sewer, extending from the jJunction of
Groytree Hoad and Brorpton Street up Ledbury Road pe fer es the new school
site, was comenced during the year. This sewer was necessary to drain
the proposed new school and the new houses boing constructed on the Threo
Croses Estate for the Council.

A11 newly constructed drains are inspeected end tested by
the Sanitary Inspoctor. Teenty-three drain teats woroe mads, six now
draing were constructed for premises not boing dwelling houses and sowven
old drainz were repoired or reconetructeds

Rivers and Streems:-

The iiver Wye forms part of the boundery of the Distaict.
There are two snell streams which rass through the District before Joining
the Wye, those arg ithe Rudhall Brock end the Checkley Growe Brock.
Progaent visits of inspectiun ai® mede to those rivers for the purpose of
Prowantion of pollutici.

Closet Accormodation:-

The wnter closet is the type of cleoset in use almost
excluzively throughout the arsa. One privy =till exists in connection
with trade premizes, and is receiving consideration. No conversions were
therafore secured.
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Lible Cleanaing:~

The Council privides o weekly collection of domestic refuse
throughout the District, e clleetion i= made nore frecuently in the
more eacested eontral perts off the tovm during the swmer months. The
ooen horse carvt ecntinued in serviee durdng the yeor, but I am plessed to
gport thot the Couneil deeifed to acquire o new modern motor wehicle in
owler to improve the servies. The Council wndertskes the removal of certein
types of trode refuse upon peyments

Thare ia moch impordvement required in the contednera
provided by private individuals for domestic refuse. It is doubtful if
one third of the dwellings are previded with roproperly constructed dust
bin with a 1id. Peils, boxes, and pomler-drums seem for the most part
to be doing service as nsh bins. This renders the collection s dirty
businesa, takes up more time of the collectors, ond favours the putrefaction
of the contents. The absence of 1ids to theae make -shift receptacles,
encourafes domestic animals to interflere with the econtents and promotes
rets end flics. The general provision of a properly constructed sanitery
ash bin for each dwelling should be the purpose of the Council in the near
future. When echieved this would disesurspe rety and flics and thus lessen
the risk of climentary infectiona in the pépulation end render the collection
of refuse & clemner and gquicker operation.

The refuse dispogal is by tipping, and whilst every effort
is made to keep offénce to the minimm, fully controlled tipsing is not
possible owing to the incdeguate sumly of eovering materisl. HNevertheless,
the use of gos ligpuor, pameccene dressings and o certein omount of apade
work kept the tip in & rossconsble condition throughout the yeor.

The life of the tip ia now becoming cxhansted and the
Couneil secured tipping facilities ot Desp Dene, Coughton, chout 2% milea
from the centre of the tivm. This gite is excellent for its purpcse and will
give foolilities for ebout aixty yeers. If will be uscd when the new motor
collection wehicle is cbtaincd.

There nccessary the Council can undertake the cleansing
of psrivies end cesspools, but under normel conditions there is no demand
for this work es both privies and cesapools herdly exist.

The Gouneil als=o earries out the cleansing of public ploaces
and strects, Present day lebour shorteges renders the maintenance of high
standard of cleanliness very diffisult.

Sanitery Inspection of the Area:-

I em indebted to ¥r. R.H. Shew Batchford, Sanitery Inspecter
+5 the Council, for the following statement furnished under Article 27(18)
of the Sanitery Officers (Outside London) Regulaticns, 1935:-

Inspections:-

ﬂﬂmlﬂfiﬂlﬂ e aaw waoE & e - w

Eﬂkahmaﬂﬁ e CRCE a® w - LR LR ?
Caravans . we waw - ww - w aw E 22
Cormmon Loﬂgil‘lg Houues ass ew aww TE Y 1?
cf}mhﬂﬂﬂ AN D{'.iriea- e - aww T Ew EB
Drainoge Lea aw wwe o b saw 5-9
ﬁlthﬁ" and Verminous Freomiseos vew —ew T j
Fjlt]w ond Verminous Pursons - e T 2
Fectoriss (without mechanicel power) dta . wea ., €D
Fecturics (with mechanical power) ses  ess  sas 60
Houaing anw e wae s ) aaw 81
Infectious Discases aw s TeE tam -aw 1?
Huisencoa sam o . Ty e e g

Dutworkces P‘I'Eﬂliﬂ-ﬂﬂ T e s e waw

Rata and Lice Deatruction sct sem e - 16}
Ungound Food Iy e w anw T e L }'"I-
Wator &IPPIF e ' aen waw wew T _'E:E

Total  «os sov 868
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Hotices Issued:=

Informel sem 'E " E E e T T #5
S‘t{'.tu‘t.ll‘}f {I‘ﬂ :L:UEi‘n,'.;} 'EE o TN R T
ﬂt;‘tu‘l',ul:,f {l\:lt!l'.:l' ...CtE} 'E R ] BEE e BEE 1
Tﬂtﬂl W 'R _21
Summary of Defects Hemedied:-

Qﬁrﬂ I';.'."L’LiI‘{.f 'SR ] 'R 'EE ] 'R ] 11
DE""[:}I’:ESE "EH‘EEI.L”E-L Y @aa TR ] 'R ‘TR 6
Spcuting repeired .. Niin i - ke L
Windows repeired S Skl Sk PR 3
fenarcl woofwork repairs PRI R S L
Floora PE;Jﬂir'Jﬂ- aww paw TR T aaw 1
Chimays repeired ot T ol &
¥Walls repairad 45 el ilak sl TN 3
New draoins provided kg by SRR B R [
Defective drains repaired o sy nwml ol s T
New W.C. pedestnla pravided ..o sus  aas 2
Offenaive acourmlations remowved s e 2
Rete and mice infestations  see e eee 163
Verminous nremises disinfested sen . waw 2
Disinfections of'ter infectious disease 2w AT
Rain water cisterna renswed ... T el 2
Walls cleterns renewed ... " . wa P 2
Totel «as wes  2b1

Cominon Lodring Houses: -

Lt the beginning of the yeor, thore were three registered
common lodging houses, but in Morch, one of these woe closed by the kesper.
The neod for theas placea is much lesa great than formerly and two such
estoblishnents ampeer to Le fully adequete for present dey needs.

The daily reifurns made by the keepers show the beds to
howe been occupied 9,186 timee during the year. The premises are repularly
inggectod and kept in 2 satisfactory manner.

Potroleum loti-
The number of licences granted by the Council for tha atorege
of petroleum wos 19 and 2 licences were issued for the storage of caleium
=rhide.

Shops and Offices: -

Wo action was necessary by the Council's Officers under the
Shovs let, 1934, or under the Fublic Health lec,t 1936, in cconnsction with
thuse premisca.

Laping Sites:-

The public nealia officers continued to exercise cloae
supervision upon sitea copoble of balng uscd for thia purpose. Five sltes
were used ap cemping nrounds, t.:r.}-& gi' thcese being sites subject to a licemce
issued by the Local Juthcr:.,y unley Oection 269 of the ~ublic Health Lef, 1936.
It is eatimated that the mocimm 1-m~be' of campars in the ores un any
perticular day did not exceed 100 peracns.

Eradication of Bed Buus:-

In the course of the yeer, 2 dwellings owmed by the Local
suthority were found to be infeated with bed bugs and were disinfested with
& bed bug spray containing D.D.T. Np other dwellings were found to be so



P
infeasted.

The Council does not teke any special action to insure
that the belonginse of new tenanta are free from vermin before moving
into Council Houses, but relies upon the knowledrs of the Housing Monager
and the Senitery Inspector. This is o difficult metier at the present
time and is probobly intensified Ly the considercbhle sale and purchose of
sceondhend furmiture. Comsequently, ocessiocnal infestctions will occur.
One method to overcome this would rest in the disinfestation of tenants
belongings in the course of transit.

In the two dwellinps nlready mentioned the disinfestation
was carried out by the Council's Sanitary Inspector.

Freotorics aot, 1937:-

The number of factories with mechanical nower registored
with the Local juthority was 22, and the mumber without mechanical power
8o registored was 42, at the end of the year.

Complaints of atmospheric pollution by the emission of
offansive fumes wore recelved in connection with two factories and dnformal
aetion waz takon which sebured.abatement.of this nuisence. One defective
water closet and wmsh basin wea found in a factory, and the repairs were
sccured, One factory was found to be infested with cockroaches and was
disinfested by = D.D.T. spray.

Outworkers: -

There were no school closurcs én neocount of' infectious
fdizepse during the yoar.

SICTION D. - HOUSTHNG:-

No new dwellings were completed Ly the Council or by
Private owners during the year, but constructiod tf 18 Opuncil Houses and
2 dwellings for privete owners wos proceeding et the end of the year.
&1l building work makes wvery slow progress at the present time, the chief
causes being shortege of labour and of building moterisl.

Iuring the year, a number of familiea moved into the huts
aituated at the old army camp in camp meadow, At the end of the year 25
families composed of' 96 persons were in cccupation of huts. In order
to be in a position to dxercise some control over thias occupation, the
Council eventually agreed to acecept responsibility for the management
of this estate.

The huts on the site src mot satisfactory os permanent
dwellings as they were not intended to be permanent ond are defective in
many necessary domestic facilities. However, certain facilities have been
instelled and as e toemporary home, they serve to sccomnedate persons with

no other provision.

The occupation of these huts made no simnificant change
to the number of applicnotiona for housss on the Council's list, as the
ocoupiers were new families creatoed within the voar yenrs, and a number of
applications for huts was received in excess of the mumber available. it
the ond of the year, there were LOO applications for houscs still on the
Council's list.

Much of the adliticnal work arising frem the management
of this estate fell upen the Surveyor and the Senitary Inspectar, who
made a total of 90 inspections during the year. -
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anapection-of Dwelling Houses During the Year:-

(1) (a) Totel nurber of dwelling houses inspected for housing
defects (unler Public Health or Howzing lets) ... aes, 03

(b) Number of inspecticns made for the purpose aa rea 81

(2) (2) Number of dwellinz houses (included under sub-head
(1) ebowe) which w.re inspected ené rocordsd under
the Housing Consclidated Regulaticns, 1925 and 1932 ... Nil

(L) Number of inspections mede for the purpose ana sas  Nid
(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state =mo

denpertns or m;iuric}us to health as to bo unfit for

humen hobd tation W ' P 23‘
(&) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred

to under the preceeding sub-head) found not to be in all

respects ressoncbly fit for humen hebitotion T nh Nil

hemedy of Defects During the Year without Service of Pormal Notices:-

Wumber of defeoctive dwelling houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the Local Authority or
their Off'icers 1 . s BT i 16

icticn Bonder Statutory Cowers During the Yeor:=-

Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing Let, 1936:

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were sgrved requiring repairs ses  ees Nil

(2) ¥umher of dwelling houses which were rendered Tit after
gervice of formal noticesm:-

(a) By owners i sano Gavime NEL
(b) By Local juthority in default of ownors sse NIl
Proceedingg under Public Health scta:

(1) Number of @&welling houses in respect of which nctices
were gserved reouiring defects to be remedied #0000 bulutn 22

Humber of dwelling houses in which defecta weare
remedied after service of formal notices: =

{-9.} By osmers e Xy e ?
(b} By Loeal futhority in default of owners o NIl
Frocecdinga under scctions 11 and 13 of the Housing let, 1936:

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect Df which Demolition
Orders were mede saw ene anw Nil

(2) MNumber of dwelling houses demolished in pursuence of
Iﬂ.‘:‘tﬂlitiﬂn ﬂré'.(:rﬂ e w CRCR LR Hﬂ

Preoccedings under section 12 of the Housing lLot, 1936:

(1) Number of separate tenoments or underground rocms
inreapeet of which Closing Ordeors were made son owmey uNEL

(2) Nurber of sepercte tenements or underground rooms
in respect of which Closing Orders were determined,
the tenement or room having been rendsred fit sen  waw NIl
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Housing Lct; 1936; - Part I¥ - Overcrowdin-:-
(2) = (1) Number of &wellings overcrowded ot the ond
Di‘ t‘hﬂ l’ﬁv-r LR R LN | CRCE ] 15
(ii) Number of families dwelling thercin 2h
(1ii) Number of persons dwelling therein ewas s Tesd 100
(b) Number of new ceses of overcrowding reported
during the year vt T | e B
() (i) Numher of cnses of overcrowding relieved
d-'LLI'."iﬂ,ﬁ th& JFGM e o LI J'I'
(ii) Nugber of persons concerned in such coses 22

{:1} Particnlara of eny ocases in which dwelling houwses hawve
again become overcrowded after the Loeal juthority have
taken steps for the abatement of overcrowding sen cen Nil

;) the éwellinms under conatruction for the Council
are of tha permenent orthodecx type, no prefcbriected houaes either
temporery or permenent have Leen accepted. In wiew of the hipgh cost of
building end the shortages of lebour and building materials, it is
difficult to see how much progress can be mede without accepting the
prineiple of prefabrication.

.t the end of the year sixteen dwoellinga were known to
be overcrowled, involving 24 families and 2 total of 100 peracna. The
Couheil has endeswvoured to secure sbetement, end in L instances affecting
22 persons, overcrowding was relieved. Sipnificent progreas in the relief
of overcrowding ecan only be cchiegved by the erection of new dwellings.

Von Drellings: -

Therc wes little change in the tendimoy for van dwellinsgs
to migrate into the arca end 22 inapections were mado with satisfactory
results.

EECTION E, - INSPFECTICH (ND SUPERVISICH OF FOCD:=
Milk:-

At the end of the year, thore wore 5 wholesale purveyors,
and 13 retail purveyora of milk registered with the Local futhority. Cow-
aheds and deiries were regularly inspected, 28 such inspections hav
been mada: No action was token under the Milk and Dnirdies Order, 1926,
4ll the registered premises are connected to the water mains end howve an
abundont supply of water of noteble qualitys. One sample of weter was
teken from registered premises for bacteriological analysis and found to
be of & very aatisfeectory quality.

Over one third of the milk =old within the area appsers
to receive heat trestment but is not s0ld as pastéurised milk. Complaints
regarding the keeping quality of this milk were notinfrequent during
the warmer months.

Tweniy-eight samples of milk were submitted to the Public
Health Iaboratory for examination, and whilst 17 samples were satisfactory,
9 samples could not be so regerded. One sarple of milk was submitied for
biologicel test for tuberculosis and was found to Le satisfactory.

There ars no pestenrisation plants situated within the
area and no licences or supplementary licencea for the sale of pasteurised
nilk were granted by the Council.
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The mumber of premiscs repistercd with the Local
Luthority for the manufecture of ice cream woe 5, and 9 premises were
registered for the storage and sale of this product. This food,
slthoush somewhat less palatable than that of pre-wor years, scems to
ve very popular snd hes a considerable selc. Four semplea of the mix
used by menufrctarers were submitted for bactericlopical examination
end found to be ressonsbly astisfactory.

Water Qress:-

o specicl cotion by the Depertment wos necessary in
connection with the sale of this foodstuff.

Shell Fish:-

The sale of shell fish within the aros is wvery small,
mussels have never been populary and oysters are cn expensive food at
the present time., UL amall sale of cocked and salted cocklea,obtained
fron Newport, appesrs to form the bulk of the trede in this class of
f'ish et the present time. No action was necessory rezerding these foods,

Ment:-

There are no slaughter houses in operation within the
Urben Distriet boundary =t the present time; all slaughtering being
carried omt ot Wereford, The Sanitary Inspector assists with the meat
inspection ot the ibattoir and attended on 24 oceasios.

The following liat shows the smount of mest and other
foods found to be unfit for humen consumption end voluntarily surrendered:-

Yeet awa B ] e e Bl 1bs.

3.'.".1.13%!3 PN [N ] w# o 36' lb'ﬂ--
Meat pies wes  sws wwe  sae 00 plea.
Til'.l.l‘l'!.'b':. Tﬂﬂ&t {6 le-J LN ] " aow 15 ti'l'l‘-ﬂ-

Tinned Meat (2% lbs.) iekh Nia 1 tin.
Bacon s waw waw e ' I|r|-1é, 1ba,.
Fish e a s s e e _5"1- atone.
chaﬁaﬂ & aa L L L LU 21 lb'a'.
Pmas L) e w LI L LN 8‘5 lb!.
Poes e aEw aaw e w sss 100 lls.
Ilriﬂﬂ fmit 88 LR N ] [N LN ] BE' 1bal
Tes saw waw e e e 5‘ lbs.
Miscelleneous foodstuffs ... wes  H70 tins.

There were no chses of food poisoning or suspected
food poiscning reported during the year.

SICTIIQN F. - PREV.LENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFOCTICUS DISELSE:-

The incidence of notificble infectious disesse during
the year was quite low, only 32 notifications being received, of which,
11 were with respect to scarlet fever and 9 related to pneumonia, A1l
acarlet fever potiente were persons under fifteen yecrs of ape and the
disease wos of 2 very mild type ncceasitating removal to hospital in only
ocne instance. Two cases of scarlot fever cccurred in each of two dwellings.

Onc case of cercbro-gpinal fever in a child was notified
and treated in hospltal.

The following table shows the incidence of notifiabla
disease during the yeor, the Cigurss relate only to r_amf‘:i.:md cases in the
ecivilian poouletion:-
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NOTIFILELE DISELST DIRING YRIR 10LE

; Confimed | Cesoa [dmiticd i
. Disensc, { oasos. i %o Hospitel. | Deaths,
Eryeiselns | 1 ' - -
Serrlet Pever S [ ! 1 -

eunonde 9 ! - 6
Iysentory i i I £ -
Puerperal Fyrexie | 3 I 2 =
Cerebro-spinal Fover) 1 | 1 1 |
Whicoping Cough | 5 i - =
Tizhtheria I | | - l -

ANLLYSIS OF TOTLL NOTTIFIZD CASHS LCCCRDING TO AGE.

L W g ) b Lo Ju |
Iﬂlsa:.am 1 1L_1+ it S e 5 10+ 454 i2ﬂ+ 35+ 55+ 65+ [Tota
. [ A BRI LT e
Exysipolas S SRR S e R R £ R B
‘Bonrlet Fever = Folobgtaisik == == 1=

eumonia i1 121—;- -i1l1 ta i1 e 12 (4 9
rraentery -- ‘!..l-]_ _i-i- ._l_ O o o 1
uerperal Fyrexia | = f=l=] - =l = el 12 j= |= |a= 3
rebro-spifal Fover, - !1,-1_- S e S EH {w =] 4
Théaping Cough ¢ - ]1:1|-|_|3|_ A BT :_ P 5
iphtheria 12 5-3-}---.-i-t-i‘1‘-—'- U
jl. = ! i i I 1 i i :

E

The firat quorter of the yoor gawe rime to six notificotiona
of prinnyy pneumcnie of the influenzal type resulting in depths. The
following toble ahows the incidence of infecticus discnse accppding to
aex in sech queorter.

NOTIFICATIONS SCCORDING TO CUARTERS.

i | st ancl. ¢ oord, | AEh. i
Discase ! Qurrter. | Guarter, . Quarter, | toorder. Yeors |
| £ PO o B Fo (M.} B TR O o P
i B i l -
Brysinclas i et A {25 - l = - = J 1
Senrlet Fever I e T T L2615
(Prienmonde " el S e | - ]l vt e
[Puerperal Pyrexia - |1 L - - ! - J 1 - it T e
Dysentery =iy - \ i i) | = - - ) =7
Corebro-spinal Feverd1 | - |- | = = = 1=| = l {4 =
Whooping Cough -|- e ) i 4 B R (RS
{Diphtheria = e et st S ) g e 1B St
] ! i ; ; ! ! ;
&1l Disenses 1h T - i e T - S I O B i - BB

Only one esse of diphtheriz wna notified, this occurred
in an adult who had not previcusly been immnisced; % disease was mild.

The efficiency of notification ias wvery aatisfactory and
~ the Council's public heelth officers co-operate willingly with the
medical practitioners of the area.

One desth was attributed to cerebro-spinal fever and
four to influenza. Pneumonia acccunted for the denth of'six of the
inhabitants, end two children under two yearsof oge died from diarrhoes,

Diphtheris TInmunisation:-

Whilst there hos never been unbounded enthueissm dis-
played Ly the inhslLitants for diphtheria inmnisation, some slight
nrogress was made with this work throughout the yeer. Altogether L3
children under fifteen years of oage completed courses of prophylectic,
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3 of these belng children under 5 years of age.

This total has been

achieved only with the willing assistance given by the medical practitioneras

in the area.

At the end of the year, the records showed that of Bn

estimated population of 363 under five years of age, 154,0r 42.

5% had

received & complete courase of prophylactic, and in an estimated population

of 630 persons aged over five years and under fifteen years, 470 or
Th. ¥ had completed courses.

courses of prophylactic and were presumed immnised.

If these results are combined, it is found
thet 624 children under fifteen years of age, or 62,5, had completed

These results are shown in tabuler form below: -

DEIMISATION IN RELATION TO CHILD FPUSEULATTICN.

Number of Children who had completed a full courass

of Immnisation et any time up to J1st, Tecember, 1 .
Zze at 31.12.46 ., | Under 1] 1 2 3 L :'5-91(1—1&%@
ti.¢. Born in Year. 1946 [9L5 | 1944 | 1943 | 19,2 193?-#111_35, =36|Under 15 |
! L] 3 !
Brumber Immunised 2 23 | 55 | W | 30 | 202 : 268 | 62k
| i :
s timated
mid-year
mopulation 363 630 993
1 QL6

¥Whilat no notifications were received of diphtheria in

persons under fiftcen years of age and no doaths were stiributed to

this discese, the poaition cennot be regarded as satisfactory, for it
would appear that tl'-eru is atill a aignificent number of children who

have never received any prophylactic treatment.

It is wozsible that the

records do not show the frue position and may underatate the position,
but this error cennot be large.
year's freedom from diphtheris isn not due to the immmity of the suaceptible

population.

It would seem therefore, that the

There is little cpportunity of giving reinforcing doses

of prophylectic, =8 only 5 such injectiona were given.

Reinforeing dosss

are necessary at intervals of about five years, if the initial high degresa
Iff a child is immunised before the
ege of one year, reinforcing doses should be given at the ages of 5 years,

of protection is to be maintained.

10 years end 14 years.

portection,

This is probably adequatc to give life lang

No schick testing is carried on as a routine at the present
time. The preperations used for treatment are alum precipitated toxodd
for primsry courscs end reinforcing doses in younger children,and toxoid-
entitoxin floccules for use in older children.

An increcsed propeganda effort appears to be indiceted

if* improwed results are %o be obtained.

This ia not entirely a matter

faor the Urban District Council for County Councils now heve responsibility
for immunisetion and co-ordinated Jjoint action would seem to be best for

the maximm results.

Scebies:-

During the year, 11 cases of scabics were notified to the
Department and appropriate action wes token.

Tuberculoais: -

A% the bepinaiig of the year thers ware 49 casea of
tuberculesis on the Register, 23 pulmonary and

26 non-pulmenary cases.

During the year, 18 ceasea were »dded to ihe Begister, 15 pulmonary and
3 non-pulmonary, of thess 11 puimonary and 3 non-pulmonary were with

regpect to new casges.

Sixteen cases were removed from the Register,
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12 pulmeonary end L non-pulmonary. At the ond of the year therefore,
51 cuses remained on the Register, 25 pulmonary and 25 non=-pulmonary.

I3 CASES AND MORTALIYY DURING 196,

; | NEW Chsis | Da.THS. '
lage Perdods. | Hesoiratory.' Non-respiratory. Hoshiratory. Non-respiratoryy
L. He 1§ . . s _:__ X } P ! s F,
i | I
0+ - - - i S e i 5
1+‘ - - 1 = - - i 1 -
5+ - - 2 - - - - -
15+ 2 1 - - - - | = -
254 - 2 - - - ] - =
35+ 2 1 - - 1 e s -
L5+ 1 - a = - T et MR I
55+ 2 - - - - - | - | -
€5+ - - - - - - = | =
i :'
Totala ' 7 L 3 o 1 .43 1 4 E i
CAUSES OF DEATH. a s
1 Now ! Couge _ i Male Female [Total. |
I 1
| 2 Cerebro-gpinal fever. -1 1
i 6 4 Tuberculosis of Respiratory Sjr-a'ccm. - L | L
7 1 Other forma of Tuberculosis. 1 - 1 1
8 | 8yphilitic Disease. - e My
9 1 Influenze. L i |
14 | CGancer of Stomach and Duodenunm. 1 i 2
16 | Cancer of all other Sites. 2 1 3
18 | Intrecranial Vesculor Lesions. 2 3 5
19 | Heart Disease. 12 8 20 |
20 Other Diseases of Circulatory Syctem. 1 - il
21 Bronchitis. 2 2 L
22 Prieumonia. 2 A [
2k Ulcer of Stomach or Ducdemim. - 1 1
25 Diarrhoes Under 2 Years. 2 - 2
26 Appondicitis. - 1 1
27 Other Digestive Diseases. - = 2
28 | Nephritia, 6 5 11
by Premature Birth. 2 2 [ |
32 Congenitel Malformations, Birth Injury !
and Infancy Dizcosca. 20 = 25
36 I All &thor Causcs. 5 S| e
i |
T : H
i _All Couses. : i 43 j_,,iﬁ B

Aa usual, it will be seen dhat mozt deaths were attributed
to heart dissaaa.
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METEOROLOGICLL RES0RT:-

I am indebted to lr. F.J. Porsons, leteorelogist-in-charge,
The Observatory, Ross-on=iyc, for the following report for the year 1946:-

HIGHIEST RLTNFLLL JND LOWSST SINSHINE ROt T5EN YRARS.

The yeor 1946 was onc of high reinfell; deficient sunshinc
and penerally unsettled weether, espocially during the summer montha.
The abnormal rainfall of ‘uhust and September resulted in one of tha
most disestrous harvesis in record.

The dricst month was Oeteber, during which oecurred the
only "ebsolutec drought" of the year, a period of sixteen days passing
without rain. The webtost month was Noverlbors but the combined rainfall
of lugust end Soptenber (B.79 inches) was the hishest for those months
since 1927. July hed & low roinfall in Herefordshire, but not over
Ingland es & whole. The yeor's roinfall wos the heeviest since 1936.
It will be scen that on two dates rainfall exceeded one inch in 24 hours.
The following Yoble scts out the chicf featurcs of the monthly rainfall.
The river fyo was in vdry hish fleod during the third weck in September,
&ni a northerly gole nrobobly preventod the water rising even higher.

T.BLE X, RATNFALL (IN INCHTS).

| , + Highost | ", Humber of 1
' | Difference | Deily | | Rain-Deys
Total. | from Normel. Fall. | Dete. | (.005 inéh or more) |
| i ] - E
2.77 | +0.23 L& TT 9 11
1.7 | -0.28 | +52 2 13
1,03 | =1.34 ' .28 20 10
2,29 | +0.36 AL s e 8
1.51 | =0.01 P a2y 9 19
Cll:.'.ll -1 le‘ i .}U 1? ?
L.59 | #2.07 .31 l 9 20
5,20 | +2.08 ' 493 3 17
0.77 | -2.h2 £ T 9
haB86 | 42,19 ' B2 | 19 21
2,56 § ~0.ATm: | k2 | R 18
i 30,93 +2.54 1.3 st 9 166

As regards temperature the year differed 'bu‘l:.little fraom
norrmal, the mean temoerature exceeding normal by only 0.2 ‘dege

Cutstandingly warm months- were February (for the -second year
in succession) and April (for the fourth vear running). March was
noteworthy for the warm weel.with which it.ended, when shade temperature
reached 70 deg. for the first time sines 1929, Thers have been only four
other occasions on which 70 deg. has been reached or exceeded in karch:-
one in 1918 and three in 1529,

Summer-like heat was again experdenced in April. It is worthy
of wemark that at no time was temperature in Kay as high as it had beoen
in the preceeding larch and 2prdil, infact believed to be without precodentl

Over two months elapsed after the April hoat-wave before summer
temperature returned, when 75 deg. occurred on June 23rd, the only warm
day that June experienced. Indeed June was more defieient in warmth than
any other month of the year end was the eocleat June asineca 1927. Angust,
toc: was below nommal warmth, being cooler than in any year since 1924,
and temperature wvas never higher than 73 deg., registered on Bank Holiday.

Novembor was thoe warmeat of the autumn months, and there hawve
been only two warmer Novembers (in 1944 and 1945). On two days temperature
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rose to higher lovels then hed hitherto boeon registered in H-uw:m't?nr. tm
the Lth., & moximm of 67 deg. waa recorded (17 deg. obove normal), and
on the 5th., & rcading of 65 deg. The previous highest November
temporeture, 64 deg. cccurred in 1938. A fenturc of the autwm months
was the high everage minimum terpereture viz:- 51.9 dege. in Scptomber and
LheQ doge , in Hovombors

dSorth tompercturcs are given in e scporcte Tuble together with
the number of ground frosts in cach month end the lowest tempersture
registored on the grasa.

It will be seen thot as & result of the dull cool sumiey
oirth temperatures were deficient at both depths:-

IToble IT. AIR TSRPERATURE ¥ SHADE (deg. Fahr,).

Eean | Difference | S tromes i
Zionth. Temp, | from Normal. Highcst. Dote. Lowest. Date. |
| |
Jomary | 38,4 -1.3 55 11 I 19 | 21
February bheB | lee5 57 bt 22 | 28
hierch 2.3 | -0.3 70 | 2 o B | 9
April 5045 +3.4 Th S B2 A1
ey 5:31 2.0 (@) | 2 | 16
30 i
June 5545 | =31 75 23 | 2 3:1: 7)
i C14)
Tuly 61.8| -0.1 81 o R
hugust 58,3 | -2.5 73 5 woo | E 1?;
1{2
September | 57.7 +1a 75 28 L2 ! 18
Ootober | 50.11 +0.6 68 1 35 | 30
loverber 7.7 1 4+l 67 I 32 | 2
Eﬂecm:bcr 3846 [ -1.7 51 11 A6 i
I i |
i H ! Jul}. i I- Ih'{:'l
{fear | k9.7 40,2 - 81 2P R0 B ] 2 [LEEE
Tablo I77. EARTH TEMPSRATURE (dGeg. Fohr.).
' Tean Temp. | Difference Yoan Terp. - Diff'ercnce
donth, ! =t one foot. | from Normal. |at four fect., | from Normal,
' 39.5 ~Ouk Lheat +0.4
i 43.2 +3.5 N +1.7
i 5.1 -1.0 43,0 =0.5
' 50.2 +3.1 W8l +2.1
i 53.1 =0.8 .2 +0.6
| 577 -2.6 5448 =1,0
| 62.6 0.7 58.9 =043
604 =2.0 5%.0 =1a1
5720 =05 57T 1.2
i 53k +1.9 5546 +0.9
1 'h"?'l-a "'slﬂ ﬂj.? +1|'0
i 39.7 =1.1 45,6 +0.1
fear ! 50,6 I 0.2 51,1 +0.2
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EARTH TEXFERATURE (Contd, )

Humber of nights | Lowest temp,
Honth. | of groand frost, | on m::..'!s:miﬂcn. F.) Dete.
i |
‘Jenuery | 19 | 13 - 16
{Feliruary i 7 ; 14 28
dnreh 15 i 15 1
lUpril 12 E 23 11
1ay n : 26 16
Wune 0 i 33 7
uly . Q 37 7
Hugust | 0 I 18
Bup terber | 0 3, 18
Detober L 19 30
i ovrember 3 27 23
cerber 20 16 21
1 Janunry
-Liu:r 8l Ll | 16

Bright sunshine wes so much below normal that 1946 was the

dullest yeer since 1936, as well as the woticst §.

For the sccond successive year, Aoril wes the brightest

month, and it also had the lergest cucess of sunshine above the normal.

Decenmbor, too, was notebly sunny.

Of the swmer months only July wes
up to average for sunshine, the firat fortnight providing the fineoat

weather of the sccson £s woll as the brightost day of the year.

not 3o sunless as in 1945,
fell short of normal by 70 hours and August by 6&h.
consaputive yenr with less than nommal sunahine.

sinca 1915.

The suturn sepson waa the moat deficient in sunshine though

July saved the swmer pericd, although June
1946 was the third

June hod not had less sunshine aince 1916, and for a duller
Lupust one muzt go bock to 1922, whilst Qetober!s record was the loweat

ginze 1529,

By contrast December hod more sunshine then at any time

ABLE IV. ERIGHT SUNSHINE (in Hours ond Tenths).

' Tifference host 8 | Number of
Month Totnl. ' from Normal. | Rooord. Date. | Sunless days, |
Wenuery LS.5 =Lyl 7.0 b & 17 15
February 72.6 | +5.3 9,3 27 11
darch 11':"!} "3‘1? '1-ﬂ'l'l+ 25 10
lpril 153.8 i Ge 6 12.4 14 2
iny 165.0 -19,.8 1144 9 3
June 137 uls -70.2 13.8 13 2
July 135.6 | +2al 14,8 T (4]
August 117.6 ; =641 11.0 15 3 |
Beptenber | 102.4 | =35.0 9.8 15 i !
Detobor '5-I|+l g =33.0 r Tu? 10 ﬂ l
hNoveiber | 39.9 | <2147 743 4 12 4
iuecnmhar 69:0 | +19.9 7ol L 8 |

- |
. | : ~July I
Year, | 1,50?&D -1?511 11!-13 ? ?5 i










