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ROSS AND WHITCHURCH RURAL DISTRICT COWNCIL

Hr. Chairman; Ladiles and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report for the year
1955, in accordance with Article 17, sub-gsection 5 of the Sanitary
Officers (Qutside London) Regulations 1935, &nd Circular 17/55 of
the Ministry of Health.

The health of the population was good throughout the year, the
birth rate was maintained and ti:z death rate was low. Infant
mortality - & good guide to environmental eircumsatances - was very
low, and no significant outbreak of infectious disease occurred.

Satisfactory progress was made in housing, &nd considsrable
progress was achieved by the Council in the provision of adequate
water supplies.

I telks this opportunity of expressing my thanks to Colonal
N. Blake for information respecting water supplies provided by the
HRoss Water Undertaking, and to Mr. W.H. Whitehouse for information
respecting the St. Weonards' and the Comprehensive Water Schemes.

Also, I have to acknowledge assistance most willingly given
m3, not only in the preparation of this Report, but in the discharge
of my duties throughout the year, by my colleagues, Mr. D.H. Thomas,
Clerk to the Couneil; Hr. G.E. Hardy, Sanitary Inspector and
Surveyor; Mr. E.0O. Christopher, Rating Off'icer.

In conclusion, I teke this opportunity of placing on record my
appreéciation of the support which the Chairmen and Members of the
Council have given me during the year.

I heve the honour to be,

Your cbedient Servant,

L]
! i of i
e tdiian 2HHEg :’

—mre
-

Medical Officer of Health.

2nd August, 1956.
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Aston Ingham.
Ballingham.

Brampton Abbotts.
Bridstow.
Broclkhampton.
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Ganarew

Garway.

Goodrich.

Harewood End and Llandinabo.
Hentland.
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How Caple and Sollershope.
Kings Caple.

Lea

Linton.

Linton.

Llangarron.
Llangarron.
Llanrothal.
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Marstow.

Pencoyd.

FPeterstow.

Ross Rural.

Ross Rural.

ot. Waonards.
Selleck.

Tratire and Michaslchurch.
Upton Bishop.

Upton Bishop.
Walford.

YWalford.

Welsh Bicknor.

Welsh Newton.
Weaton-under-FPenyard.
Weaton-under-Fenyard.
Whitchurch.
Whitchurch.

Yatton.
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SECTION A = STATISTICS AND SOCIAL QONDITIONS OF THE AREA

The Foss end Whitchurch Bural District lies in the south of the
County of Hereford, surrcunding the Urban District of Ross-cn-Wye.
The area is entirely rural in character, and the scenery of the Wye
Valley attracta visitors. Limestone quarries are worked at
Whitchurch and Linton. All types of farming are found within the
Rural District.

Extracta from Vital Statistics for the Year

Ares in acres sen 125105
Hegistrar General's estimated mid-year

population .+ 11,850
lumber of inhabited houses (31.12.55) sss 3630
Rateable Value ves  £45,226
Sum represented by a penny rate veae E177
Live Birth Rate per 1000 of ecatimated resident

population (cruds) S [
Corrected live Eirth Rate per 1000 of estimeted

population sss  16a7
8till Birth Rate per 1000 total (live and still)

births ers  39.1
Death Hate per 1000 of estimated population

{Grlﬂﬂ} aew 1020
Corrected Death Rate per 1000 of estimated

PE!J'I]lﬂ-tiDﬂ @ w Ei?
krea Comparebility Factor (Births) see 1415
Area Comparability Factor (Deaths) ses  DaB)
Deaths from Maternal Osusesa Rate per 1000

Deaths. total births.
Heading No.30. PFPregnancy, childbirth,
abortion. Wil Wil

Death Retes of Infants under One Year of Ape

A11 Infants per 1000 live births A kY

Legitimate Infants per 1000 legitimate liwve
birtha wes 12.2

Illegitimate Infants per 1000 illegitimate
live births aaw Nil
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Eopulation

The Registrar General's estimated mid-year population is 11,850.
The natural increase in population (the excess of live births over
deaths) is L.

This population is contained in 3638 dwellings, giving an average
nunber of persons per inhabited house of 3.26. The density of
dwellings for the District is 0.05 dwellings per acre.

The largest parish is Llangarron with 5411 acres, whilst the
smallest is Llandinsbo with 500 acres. There are 28 parishes each
exceeding 1000 acres., The parish having the largest population
is Walford.

Births

The mumber of live births registered as having ocourred within
the Rural District during the year is 172 (92 male and 80 female),
and the crude live birth rate is 14.5 per 1000 of the estimated
population. The area comparability factor is 1.15 and apply
this to the crude birth rate, the adjusted live birth rate is 16.7
per 1000 population. The live birth rate for England and Wales for
the year is 15.0 per 1000 population. The ratio of male/female live
births is 1.15.

The number of illegitimate live births which occurred is 8
(4 male ard 4 female). The illegitimate live births form L.6% of
the total live births. The corrected legitimate live birth rate is
15.9 per 1000 population.

Stillbirths

Seven stillbirths occurred, (male), and the stillbirth rate is
therefore 35.1 per 1000 total births.

Using the estimated population as the basis, the carrected still
birth rate for the Rural District is 0,59 per 1000 pcpulation. The
England and Weles stillbirth rate for the year is 23.1 per 1000 total
(live and still) birthas.

Deaths

The mumber of deaths recorded as having occurred in the District
during the year is 128 (67 male and 61 female). The total is obtained
af'ter deducting the number of deaths of non-residents which ccourred
within the Districet and adding the number of deaths of residents which
took place in other areas. The ratio of male/female deaths is 1.10.

The crude death rate for the Distriet for the year is 10.8 per
1000 population, end applying the area comparsbility factor of 0.81,
the corrected death rate is 8.7 per 1000 population. The death rate
for Englend and Wales for the year is 11.7 per 1000 population.
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Takle of Causea of Death
according to Sex and Mortality Rates

Corrected D,H.
List Fe- Per- per 1000
No. Cause of Death Male. male. sons. population.
1+ Tuberculosis, respiratory. 1 2 3 0. 205

10. Malignent Neoplasm, stomach, 2 1 3 0. 205
11. Halignant Neoplaasm, lung,

bronchus. 3 - 3 0. 205
12. Malignant Necplasm, breast. - 1 1 0,068
13, Malimant Negplasm, uterus. - 1 1 0.068
14  Other malignant and

lymphatic neoplasms. 7 7 1k 0.956
15. Leukaemia, aleukasmia. 2 - 2 0.136
17. Vaacular lesions of nervous

system. 12 13 25 1.708
18, Coronary disease, angina. 8 8 16 1.093
19. Hypertension with heart

digease. 1 - 1 0.068
20. Other heart discases. B 10 18 1.230
21. Other circulatory disease. 1 2 3 0. 205
23. Pneumonie. 3 2 5 0. 341
2. Bronchitis. 3 - 3 0. 205
25. Other diseases of respiratory

system. 2 - 2 0.136
26. Ulcer of stomach and

duodenun. & - 2 0.136
28. MNephritis and nephrosis. - 1 1 0.068
29, Hyperplasia of prostate. 1 - 1 0.068
31, Congenital malformetions. - 1 1 0.068
32. Other defined and ill

defined diseases. 5 10 15 1.025
33. Motor Vehiele Accidenta. 3 = 3 0. 205
3., A11 other fccidents. = 2 ] 0« 341

All Causes &7 £1 128 8.7k

Anelysis of deaths by cause shows that the most fregquent causes
are heart diseases (headings 18, 19 snd 20), accounting for 35 deaths.
The death rate caloulated from these causes is 2.39 per 1000 population
(corrected).

Vageular lesiona of the nervous system accounted for 25 deaths
(12 male and 13 female), and the corrected death rate from this cause
is 1,70 per 1000 population.

Cancer Deaths

This year 22 deaths were attributed tc cancer of all types
(12 male and 10 female), giving & corrected death rate from cancer
of all aitea of 1.50 per 1000 population.
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Infent Mortality

The number of bobies who died under one year of age is 2 (male).
The infant mortality rate is 11.6 per 1000 liwve births; this rate
for EZngland and Wales is 24.9 per 1000 live births.

Neo=Natal Mortality

All infant deaths ococurred within the firat four weeks of
lifla.

Deaths from Notifisble Infectious Disease

Pive deaths were attributed to pneumonia. This was the only
acute notifisble disease causing death. The corrected death rate
from scute notifiable disceses is 0. 3% per 1000 population.

Tuberculogis Deaths

Three deaths were attributed to respiratory tuberculosis. The
adjusted death rate from this disease is 0.21 per 1000 population
and the tuberculosis death rate for England and Wales is 0.146 per
1000 population for the year.

SECTION B -  GEVERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES OF THE AREA

Publie Health Laboratory

The facilities available to the District at the Publioc Health
Laboratory, Hereford, remained unchanged.

The following teble gives the mumber of investigations made on
behalf of the Department during the year:-

Sweba T 1 Q
Sputum “es 8
Ice Croam sss 62
Milk (methylene blue

teat) see bl
Water (bacteriological) ceae HEBS
H]‘.':i.ﬂﬂ e w b
Blood ee 1
Rats Ty 1
Faccea e 30
Milk for organisms e 2
Milk Ephﬂﬂphﬂmﬂ t’eﬂnt} e 29
Milk (biological) ens 17

Four samples of asewage effluent were submitted to the Publiec
fnalysts, Ellis & Turner, for chemical examination.

Puplic Mortuary

The Council has facilities for reception of bodies from the
Hural Distriet at the Public Mortuery, Homs Road, Hoss-on-iye.

During the year 8 bodies were admitted to the Public iortuary from
the Rural District.
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Hospitals

There are no hogpitals situated within the District, which is
served by hospitals at Hereford, Hoss-on-Wye, Gloucester and
Monmouth.

Ambulances
Ambulances are provided in the adjacent towns of Hereford,

Ross-on-Wye, Monmouth and Gloucester, for the use of persons
regiding within the Rural District.

Disposal of the Dead - Hational Assistance Act 1948, Section 50

(ne burial was cerried out by the Council under thia section
during the year.

Care of the Aged end Infirm - National Assistance Act, 1948
Seotion L7

Two investicetions were made under this Seection; formal action
was unnececossary. One case was admitted to hospital and in the
other no action was necessary.

SECTION C - SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Geology

The District is formed of 014 Red Sandatone rocks of the
Devonian System, with an outcrop of limestone along the aouth
castern boundary from Upton Bishop to Gorsley and Aston Inghem. In
the parishes of Walford and Whitchurch, along the southern boundary
of the Distriet, there is an outerop of carboniferous limsstone.

The 014 Red Sendstone is represented chiefly by red and green
sandstones and marl with outorops of 01d Red Conglomerate.

Water Supplies

In the area immediately surrounding the Urban District, the
mains of the Ross Water Undertaking provide a constant supply of
wholesome water at adequate pressure in the parish of Hoss Rural,
and in parts of the parishes of Bridstow, Welford and Weston-under-
Penyard.

The number of dwelling houses supplied from the Ross Water
Underteking's mains in these parishes are:-

Bridstow s 171
Hﬂﬂﬂ Rll.rﬂl LN 115
Walford aww II-:'

i?ﬁgtm—mdﬂr-PﬂnyﬂId T 5

A1l these supplies are by means of service pipes to the dwellings
with the exception of 7 dwellings in Bridstow supplied by standpipes.
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The water of the Ross Water Undertaking is cbtained from bore-
noles at Mlton Court Works. The water is of good poteble quality
although somewhat hard. No preliminary treatment, other than
chlorination, is provided. Mo extensions to the Ross Water
Undertaking's mains were carried out in the Distriot during the
year.

The Rural District Council hes provided piped water supplies
in the parishes of Brampton Abbotts, Llengarren, Garway and Harewood End.
Theza give a constant supply of potable water.

Brampton fbbotts Supply

Branpton fbbotts is supplied with water purchased in bulk from
the Ross Water Undertaking. This scheme supplies 53 dwellings by
services from the meins. The Reservoir cepacity is 25,000 gallons
in two reserwvoirs..

Gorviey Supply

This scheme makes use of & spring on high ground, The yield
of the spring is subject to variation according to rainfall, but is
edequate for pressnt demend. The water is put into supply without
treatment., The mumber of dwelling housea supplied by services is
81 and 3 are supplied by standpipes.

Llangarron Supply

This supplies part of Llangarron parish and utilises spring
watcr pumped to the reservoir. The water is passed into supply
without treatment, end is sufficient for present demands. The
scheme supplies 151 dwellings by service, and 8 dwellings are
supplied by standpipes.

The power for the pump is furnished by a water wheel, with &
dicsel set as & reserve. Flooding of the river is liable to
interfere withis supply.

Llane low

This is & separate scheme serving the Llancloudy area of
Llangerron parish. Spring water is collected and piped to 21
dwellings. There is one steandpipe on this supply. Chlorination
treatment is provided.

Harewood End Supply

This smell water scheme was purchased by the Council in 1944.
The original works had a shallow well and pump driven by water wheel
end euxiliery engine, but to meet increased demand & lined borehols
was constructed 6" diameter to a depth of 180 feet, and a submerged
electric pump provided., The original features of the scheme are
reteined for emergency use. The scheme supplies 32 dwellings
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Other Tater Supoalios

In addition to piped supplies provided by the Statutory Under-
takers and the Local Authority, there are small piped schemes in
the ownership of private indiwviduals.

Meny dwellings are still supplied from wells, and & number
depend upon the collection of rainwater. These wells are usally of
the shallow type and cennot be regarded as setisfactory sources of
potable water.

During the yesr further progress wes made with reaspect to the
Council's Comprehensive Waeter Scheme. I am indebted to
Mr. R. Whitehouse, Resident Engineer, for the following account of
the work carried out during the year.

Before the end of the year, all work covered by Contract I wes
complated, the 24 inch borehole at Cestlebrook being tested and
capped. The greaster part of the leying of trunk and
distribution meins included in Contract II was carried out; at the
end of the year the mains had reached the southern part of Whitchurch
parish, and main laying commenced at Symonds Yat and Coppett Hill.

In November, a pleasant ceremony took place, when Major H.S.
Allfrey was called uponto formally lay the foundation stone of the
Castlebrook pumping station.

In addition, all excavation for the 250,000 gallon reservoir

at Deepdean was conpleted. Work on this site will not be resumed
until the Spring, when it will go forwerd to completion.

St. Weonards and Llanwarne Interim Water Supply

By the end of 1955, consumars were being conneeted to the
water mains, and the interim achemewas virtually complete apart from
a considerable amount of clearing up. Keaty pumping stetion was
brought into operation although not completed. The access bridge
to Kesty was completed and except for one or two small branches, all
mein laying was completed.

The water tower at St. Wecnards was brought into operation and
after thoroughly flushing and chlorinating all reservoirs and mains,
cornections to consumers premises were commenced.

The large nunber of separate water supplies rendsr control of
poteble water difficult. The number of samples submitted for
bacteriological exemination was 118. Of theae samples, 37 showed the -
water not to be of potable quality.

Repular ingpections and proper maintenance of Local Authority
Schemes were carried out during the year. No evidence was found of
any drinking water having a significant solwvent action upon metals.

Springs on Welsh Wewton Common failed in Qctober, and the Council
wes obliged to maintain a supply of four storage tanks to meet the
need of the residenta in this area.
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Drainage and Sewerapge

There are short public sewers within the parishes of Lea, Walford,
Upton Bishop, Goodrich and Roas Rural. Mo extensions of publioc
sewers were made during the year.

Four samples of sewage effluent were sent for chemical analysis
and found to be satisfactory.

During the year the Sanitary Inspectors made 101 drain teats.
The number of new drains provided in connection with dwelling houses
was T{ and 4 new drains were provided for other premises. The
number of existing drains found to be defeotive and reconstructed or
repaired was 10, It wes necessary to make B2 inspecticns in
connection with drainage.

The Council does not underteke the emptying and cleansing of
cesspools and septic tanks other than those on the Council's property.

Rivers and Streama ;

No action by the Department or by the Council to prevent or
abate river pollution was necessary during the year. The absence
of trade effluents and the repular collection of domestic refuse
hewe promoted cleanlinesa of rivers and streems in the Rural District.

Lloset Accommodation

The commonest type of closet in use in the District is the pail
closet, and it is estimated that 60% of the inhabitants use this
type. A further estimated 10% are still obliged to use privies and
it is considered that the remaining 30% have the use of water closets.
The reason for the continued wide use of conservancy systems is
chiefly the lack of piped water supplies.

During the year 7 privies and 51 pail closets were converted to
water closets. In addition, 4 privies ware converted to pail
closets. Apart from converasions, 23 new water closets were
provided during the year,

The Council does not undertake the emptying and cleansing of
privieas and pail closets other than those on the Council's property.
No public conveniences are provided by the Council, but & need of
such provision in the Whitchurch area exists. Thia parish haa a
significant influx of day visitors during the holiday season.

Public Cleansing

Throughout the year, a collection of domestic refuse was made
in all parts of the District by the Rural District Council. The
collection is carried out by & motor vehicle, provided with adjustable
covers, and is supervised by the Sanitary Inspector. With a single
vehicle it has not been found posaible to make collection more

frequently than once a month from all accessible houses (about BOF
of inhabited houses).

The domestic refuse is tipped on two sites, one situated at
Deepdean, Walford parish, and the other at Tre-essey in Llangarron
parish. The use of two tips reduces mileage, During the year,
the vehicle with its crew of two men travelled 11,000 miles
conveying 520 loads. The average mileage per load was 31 miles.
The domestic refuse collected has a low organic content being
chiefly coamposed of bottles, tins and other incombustibla
articles. The risk of spontaneocus combustion on the tip is, there-
i‘ﬁl"ﬂ, low. The condition of the tips was satisfactory throughout

£ JFoAr.
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The Council has no dutiea in connection with street cleaning,
end there eare no public baths or washhouses within the area. The
settlement tanks end filters at the Council's housing sites are
cleansed twice yearly by Contractors.

Swinming Baths and Fools

There are no swimming baths or pools open to the public within
the District.

Shops and Off'ices

The number of shops and offices within the District is small,
and no action was taken under the Public Health Act, 1936, in
connection with shops. The number of inspections of shops was B1,

A Camping Sites

The number of sites used for camping in the area during the
year was 19; of these & were licensed under Section 269 of the
Public Health Act 1936. It is estimated that the maximum number
of carmpers resident in the area at any one time was 260.

Fourteen inspections of sites were made, and 45 inspections of
caravans werc carried out. When sites are inspected attention is
given to water supply, sanitary accommodation and refuse disposal.

Eradication of Bed Bugs

No dwelling houses were found to be infested with bed bugs, and
no disinfestation was required.

Q Common Lodging Houses
There are no common lodging houses within the Distriot.

Sanitary Inspection of the Area

I am indebted to Mr. G.E. Hardy, Sanitary Inspector and Surveyor,
for the following tabular statement for the year 1955, furnished in
accordance with Article 27 (sub-section 18) of the Sanitary Officers
(Cutside London) Regulations, 1535.

Inapections
Accoumalations TE 9'
Inimals e 1
Bﬂkﬂlmﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂ e 215
Camping Sites see L
Caravens R 14-5'
Dpiries TE 9
I-h"ﬂniﬂﬂgﬁ R az2
Drain Teats TE] 101
Filthy and Verminous Premises P 5
Factories (without mechanicel power) ... 12
Factories Ewith mechanioal power) ses 40
Fll:lﬂ:d. Pﬂiﬂmmg -w }
Food Hendling Eyelaws e
Feood Fremises - 108

Houses (Consolidated Regulations 1925}.. 102
Housing (Other) e 236
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Inspections (continued)

Hotel and Restemrant Kitchens sue 47
Ice Cream (Registered Premises) e OO
Infectioua Disease e o0l

Enackers' Yards aua I
Licensed Victuallers' Premizes - 39
Of fensive Smells .o 2
Petroleum Stores s 15
Sehools e 29
Sewape Disposal Works sea 19
Sewers i 8
Shops s

Sanitary Cenveniencesa aes 4B
Unsound Food T 5
‘ﬁ‘n‘t:er' E'I]PP].J" - 1 55
Water Courses o

Work Flaces sus 125

lotices Issued

Informal . ri
Statutory re housing sas 1

Statutory under other Aots e 2

Summary of Defects Remedied

Accurmilations removed ses 37
Cesapools and septic tanks cleansed ... 109
Ditches cleared e L
Domestic Boths provided et =
Drains and Gullies cleared wee 18
Drains repaired .ee 6
Draina reconstructed ses 4
Hew drains provided T i |
Defective f'loors repaired e 21
Defective roofs repaired see 53
Defective eaves guttera repaired wen 2k
Defective brickwork repaired R
Defective Coppers remedied e 6
Disinfections after infectious disease... 7
Defective windowa repaired wee 30
Defactive D.hinm-E}I':E I'EP&iI"E& wew 11
Dampness of floora and walls remsdied ... 27
Cisterns cleansed or repaired eae 15
Closets rﬂp&i‘raﬂ. T 19’
New Gullies provided wee 21
Inspection chambera repairedd sns 3
0ld drains sealed T '1#
Pmr:'l.ng I'ﬂpﬂirﬁ-ﬂ w Ty
Priviea converted to water closets ses 7
Rainwater pipes provided or repaired ... 42
Staircases repaired ess 18
New sinks provided ser b5
Soil pipea repaired wen 5
Sanitary Fittings provided ans BB
Stoves repaired “ee g
Moveab le Dﬁ"&lliﬂ,gﬂ- Removed T '!-I-
New Urinala provided P 1
Urinals repaired . 2
Ventilation improved S ae ]
Wells clesnsed or repaired sua 7
Water Supplies provided T
Miscellaneous Defects remedied e 78
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Pagtories Acta 1937 and 1948

Inring the year the numbsr of premises registered as factories
diminished and there are now 17 factories within the area registered
with the Local Authority; 14 of these being factories with mechanical
power. One defect was remedied.

Factory Form 572 (revisged)
#nnmual Report of the Medical Off'icer of Health in respect of the
year 1955; for the Rural District of Ross and Whitchurch in the County
of Hereford.

Part T of Act
1. Inspections made for the purposes of provisions as to health
(including inspections mede by Ssnitary Inspectors).

Number on  Inspect- Written Occupiers

Premisea. Register., ions. Notices. Frosecuted.
Factories in which
Sections 1, 2, 3;4
end 6 are to be
enf'orced by the
Local Authorities 3 12

Nil

=
l_la
1~

Factories not
included in (i) in
which Bection ¥ 1a
enforced by the

Local Authority 14 L0 Nil Nil

Other premises in

which Bection 7 is

enfiorced by the

Local Muthority

(exeluding out-

workers'! premises) 115 3L5 Nil Nil

Total 132 397 Nil il

2. Cassa in which Defects were fouwd.

Nurber of cases in which defects Number of
were found cases in which
Found. Remedied. Referred prosecutions
to HiM. B_‘ir Holl: were
Inspec- Inspec- dinatituted.
tor. tor.

Went of cleanliness - 1 - - -

There are no outworkers on the Hegister.
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Prevention of Damape by Pests fAct, 1949

The Council employs a part-time Pests Control Officer in con-
Junetion with the Hereford Fural and Ledbury Rural Diatrict Councila.
Hid work in this area during 1955 is recorded by the following

table:-

Premises Total No. of Btat-
inspected. Infesat- proper- utory
ations. Major Minor Mice +ties Notices.
treated,
Local
Mathoritiea’ & 11 - 11 - 11 -
Properties
Dwelling
Houses 81 31 - 3 - - -
Agricultural
Propertiea 100. 37 = 37 - = -
Al other
(including
business) 15 9 - g - = .
Premises
202 88 - 88 - 11 -

Enackers' Yards

There are two Knackers' yards within the Rural District. Four
inspections of these premises were made during the year.

The Council adopted Byelaws made under Section 58 of the Food and

Drug Act, 1938 regulating these premises. These byelaws came into
cperation on 1st August, 1955.

SECTION D - HOUSING

Frogress in the erection of new dwellings by the Local Authority
contimued but somewhat more alowly than in recent years. Thirteen
new houses were completed and occupied, whilst a further 10 house
were under construction at the end of the year. .

The completed dwellings were situated at Lea (2) and Hentland (11).
These houses brought the total number of dwellings providsd by the
Council to 29,

Undesx
Parish Occupied. Construction.
Brampton Abbotts 14 -
Bridatow L2 -
Brockhampton 14 -
Garway 12 -
Hentland 2l -
How Caple L -
Kings Caple 8 ~
Lea L0 10
Linton & =
Llangarron 26 -
Llanwarne 12 =
Marstow & ~
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Under

Parish Ocoupied Construction
Brought Forward 210 10
Paterstow z —
Rogs Rural P -
Upton Bishop L s
Welford 52 -
Welsh Wewton 1 -
Weaton-under-Penyard L -
Whitohurch 1k -
Yatton L -
251 10

In addition to dwellings completed by the Council, private
persons completed 10 dwellings, and 10 houses were under construction
by private persms at the end of the year.

Houging Aot 1936 Part IV,
Overcrowding

A =mall but sipnificant improvement in overcrowding was
ashieved during the year. At the begiming of the year 14 houses
were knovn to be overorowded. — Six ceses were relieved durding the
year. No new caszes cames to the notice of the Department during
the year and at the end of the year only eight dwellings were
overcrowded,

inspaction of Dwelling Houses during the Year

1. Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defecta (under Public Health or
I]'.ﬂu:aing i}tﬂ} 'Y #51

2s lNumber of dwalling houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health
3 to be unfit for human habitation. neu 2

3» Number of dwelling housea exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-hcad
found not to be in all respects reasonably
fit for human habitation. ees 164

4e Number of defective dwelling houses rendered

fit in consequence of infeormal action by the
Looal ..!lut-hm:'ity’ or their of'ficers. T Eﬂ

Houses demolished or cloged during the Year

1. Housing Aot 1936
(a) Demolished as & result of informal
procedure (Section 11) 3
(b) Closed in pursuance of an undertaking
given by owmers under Section 11 and still
in f'oroe. e 2
(¢) Parts of building closed (Section 12) TS k]

2. Housing #Act 1949
Closed as a result of closing orders under
Seotion 3(1) and 3(2) i Nil

3. Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)

Aot, 1953
Closed a3 a result of closing orders under

Section 10(1) and 11(2) AT L
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Houses repaired during the Year

; | Unf'it houses rendered it and houses in which
defects were remedied during the year as a
regult of informal action by the Local

Authority under the Housing or Public Health \

Aots waw II-G‘

e Public Health Acts - action after service
of formel notice:
Houses in which defects were remedied

a) By Owers e Nil
b) By Local Authority in default of
Cvwners PR Nil

7, Housing #ct 1936 - action after service
of farmel notice (Sections 9,10,11 and 16):
liouses made fit

{(a) By Owmers cee 2
{b:] By Loecal Authority in default of
Owners atee Nil

& Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954.
Houses reconstructed,enlarged or improved
and Demolition Orders revoked (Section 5) 59

SECTION E - TNSPECTION AND SUFERVISION OF FOOD

Milk

The mmber of milk distributors registered with the Counecil
at the end of the year was thirteen. The number of dairy inspections
made was nine.

There are no milk pasteurising, sterilising or processing plants
situated within the Rural District. Seven distributors' licences for
the sale of tuberculin tested Milk, four for the sale of tuberculin
tested (Pastourized) Milk and one licence for the sale of pasteurized
milk were granted by the Council during the year.

Seventeen samples of milk were sent for biclogical examinaticn
for tuberculoais and Br. sbortus infection, and 36 samples were sent
for methylene blus test. All samples submitted for biclogical teat
were found to be satisfactory except one which was infected with
Br. abartus. A Notice under Article 20 of the Milk and Dairies
Regulations 1949 was served on the dairyman requiring all milk to be
pasteurised before being scld for human consumption, and the milch
herd vas investigated. As a result, it was found that one of the

cows was infected, and the owner agreed to its removal from the milch
herd.

0f the 36 samples of T.T. milk submitted for methylene

blue test, 13 failed to comply with the requirements of the test, but of

29 samples of pasteurized milk submitted only one failed to satisfy
the required standard.
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Ice Cream

The rumber of premises regiastered with the Looal futhority for
the manufacture of Ice Cream was 2, and the number registered for the
storage end sale was 34. The mumber of inspeetions made of
registered premises was 103. Conditions of storage and sale were
satisfactory. There is no manufacture of heat treated ice cream
carried out in the Rural District - both manufacturers use a cold
mix. The number of retailers of this food continues to increase.

The number of samples of this food submitted to the Public
Health Laboratory for becteriological examination during the year was
62, Fortyfive of these were classified as provisional grade 1, ten
as provisional grade 2 and seven were classified as provisional grades
5 and L. This shows some improvement on the results of previous
yeers. There was no reason to suspect this food of causing acute
discase in the population.

Water Cress

This food grows under natural conditions in a number of places
in the District. There are no commercial beds within tho erea and the
sale of water cress during the year is small. No illness was
attributed to the consumption of infected water cresa.

Shell Fish

The =ale of shell fish sppears to be small, snd no case of
illness wag attributed to consumption of this focd. There are no
fishmongers in the Rural Distriet; supplies being obtained from

ad jacent towns.

licat

There are no sloughterhouses in use within the arca. All meat
la obteadinad by traders from abattoirs of adjecent Districts.

During the year the Council issued 7 licences to slaughtermen
under Section 3 of the Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933.
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Carcases inspected and condemned

Cattle Sheep
exaluding and
Coms . Cows Celves Lambs Pigs Horses

Mumber kilied
{if lmom) 5: e = 3 =
Humber
inspeoted.
All dissases
axcopt
lﬁhnmulﬂgi_s
and Cyaticorei
Whole carcoses
condeonrmned T t = ! o i3

Carcases of
which some
part or argen
was condermed
Porcentapge of
the numbor
inspected
afffected with
disease other
than tuberculosis
end cysticerei _

Tuberculoais

o l}l' ' :

Whole ocarpases  _ e
condemned .
Carcases of
which some part
or orgon was
condemned
Percuntage of
the number - 0
inspected affected

with tuberculosis

Cyaticerosis
Carcages of which
Bome part ar

argan wos
condemad

Carcases submitted
to trectment by
refrigeretion
Generalised and
totelly condemned

There are gix bakeries, one foctory for preserved meat, and cne
factory for the manufacture of sof't drinks registered with the Council
under Section 1k of the Food and Drugs Act 1936. The number of
inspections of registered premises during the year was 103.
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Unagund Food

The following food was found to be unfit for human consumption
and voluntarily surrendered:-

Quantity Food Cause of unsoundness
1 x 29 oz. tin dpricots Blowm tin

1 x 15 1b. tin Bacon Hould

1 x 8 oz. tin Boked Beans Blown tin

1 x Ib. tin Black Currants - .

2 X 1% pint ting Condensed Milk Damaged tins
1 x % pint tin " n Burst tin

1 x 14 1b. tin Ham Decomposition
2 x 20 oz. tins Feas Blowvm tins

2 x 15 oz. tina Peachesa L o

1 x 20 oz. tin Pineapple " %in

2 x 20 oz. tina Flums " tins

3 x 20 oz. tins Prunes n "

1 x 2 1b. tin Tomatoes ¥ %in

Food found to be unfit for human consumption is buried on the
refuse tips under the supervision of the Sanitary Inspector.

Byelaws as to the Handling, Wrapping and Delivery of Food, and
Sale of Food in Upen Air

There are no marketa held within the Rural District, and the
sale of food from stalls is very limited. Since the adoption of
the byelaws more attention has been given to vendors' delivery vans
and vehicles. During the year 147 inspections were made under the
byelaws.

Food Poisoning

There were five cases of food poisoning notif'ied during the
year, all occurred in onc houschold at the same time and were caused
by Selmonella typhi murium inf'ection. Careful investigation was
made and it seemed that the infection was probably caused by
contamination by rodents.

Anthrax Order 1938

No notifications of inthrax occurring in animals were received
during the year.
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SECTION F - PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIQUS DISEASE

On comparison with the previcus year, there was a small increass
in the incidence of acute notifisble disease; 95 notifications
being received. The notificetion rate was 8.01 per 1000 estimated
population. The Rural District was entirely free from diptheria,
meningonoceal infection and enteric fevers throughout the year.

The second and fourth quarters were the periods showing the
greatest incidemoe of notif'isble disecase.

Confirmed Ceses of Infectious Disease in each Quarter

Disease. 1st. Qtr. 2nd Qtr. 3rd Qtr. Lth gtr. Year.
Scearlet Fever - 2 - - g
Whooping Cough L L 6 5 19
Measles - 37 Tt 19 63
Irvaentery 1 - - - 1
Pricumonia 3 - 2 - 5
Loute Poliomyelitis

(non-paralytic) - - 1 - 1
Erysipelas : 1 2 - 1 L
All Diseases 9 L5 16 25 95
Measles

There were altogether 63 cases of measles notified during the year
and the morbidity rate was 5.3 per 1000 estimated population. The
incidence was slightly heavier in males (35 casea), and 56 of the
patients were children under 10 yoars of age; the age group giving
the meocimum number of neotificationa waa the 5 - 9 yeara group. In
1554, 29 notifications of the disease were received.

- The number of houschelds affected was Li; one dwelling geve
rise to five notifications, three othera produced three notif'ications each
and 18 families cach gave rise to two notifications.

The increased prevalence of measles occurred mostly in the second
and fourth querters, with a few cases during the intervening period.
The initial wave of incidence was greater than that occurring during
the final quarter and was almost confined to the parishes of Garway
(24), Llangarron (13) and St. Weonards (7). The rirst notification
in Garvey was received on the 5th May; the disease rapidly spread
through that parish and then into the adjoining parishea. Thereafter,
sporadic ceses occurred until the final quarter when Brockhampton
parish gave 4 notificationas. There were no deaths attributed to
ineasles.
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Wh Conl

The incidence of whooping cough was second to that of measles
and it showed & amall reduction, 19 coses compared with 24 for the
previous year. The incidence rate was 1.6 per 1000 estimated
population. The disease was not confined to any particuler period
of the year but 9 notifications were in respect of porams reaidsnt
in Uptan Bishop parish, ond were received during the months of .
Jung, July and August. The number of females affected waa 12, and
all patients except one were under 10 years of age.

Frneumonia
Five notifications of pneumoniz were received giving a rate of

0. 36 notifications per 1000 population.

Other Disepaes

During the year, four notifications of eryaipelas were received.
In addition two cases of scarlet fever were notified, and one case
of sonn€ dysentery and one case of non-paralytic poliomyelitis.

Anelysis of notifisd cases sccording to certain

Ape Groupa:

Disease O+ 1+ 2+ 3+ b+ 5+ 10+ 15+ 25+ L5+ 65+ Total
Scarlet

Fever - = = 1 - 1 = - - - = 2
Whooping

Cough g Uhe a2 § a4 - - - 1 19
Mpasles 2 4 T B 7T ¥ 5 - 2 = - 63
Fnieumonia - = = = { = = 2 - - 2 5
Brysipelas e = Rt - 2 1 1 L
acute

Poliomyelitisa = = = = = 4 = - - = - 1

All Diseases 4 9 9 8 10 38 5 2 L 1 L 95

Tubarcu is

At the beginning of the year there were 96 cases of tuberculcsis
on the register (70 respiratory and 26 non-respiratory). During the
year 13 cases were added (12 respiratory and 1 nm-raapiratmyg; of
these 9 were new cases (B respiratory and one non-respiratery). The
number of cases removed from the Register during the year was 15 (12
respiratory and 3 non-respiratory. At the end of the year, therefore,
94 cases remadned on the Register (70 respiratory and 2L non-respiratory).
There were three deaths attributed to respirstory diasesse, giving a
corrected death rate from tuberculosis of 0.20 per 1000 population.
Two respiratory case and three non-respiratary céases were regerded as
having recovered.



Fage 20

Tuberculosis

New Cases and Mortality during 1955

Lge Hespiratory. Non-Respiratory. Respiratory. Nen-Respiratory.
Groups. M. F. M. F. M. F. 1. F.
O+ = b o e Z 3 - -
1+ . — = = - = . =
S+ 1 1 1 - - - - -
15+ 2 1 = = % o - <
254 1 = = = = 1 = =
35+ = - - - - - - -
45+ = 4 = % 2 ’ - -
H5+ 1 - - - - - - -
65+ - = & 2 1 B = -
Totals 5 2 1 - 1 2 - -

Do D= Do Do Db i Chom (= G Do G Com D D )









