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Ure Chairman, Ledies and Gentlencon,

I have the honour to submit the Annual,Report for
1943 which summariscs the work of the Public Health Department
during that period. The Report is in accardance with Circular
10/4% of the Ministry of Health and is of necessity abbreviated.

The main funotion of the Department is the provention
of ill health rather than its curc although these functicna
cannot be entirely seperated, nevertheless, the mrevention of
111 health domands attention to matter such as housing, water
supplies and sanitory clrcumstances generally where the correlation
with health caw vot be Lmedistely apparent.

Generally speaking, I think thc heelth of the District has
been foirly sstisfactory. Of the notifisble dise scs, meassles and
whooping cough wore muich the moft frocuent. Whilst the tendency of
recent yeera hos boon towerds en inorecse in the mumber of
notifications, this may bo appn f:v7 rather than reel, for measles

end whooping cough have only rccently becoms compulsorily notifiesble
and the efficiency of notification gonmorally way have increased

The nuder of additions to the Tuberculosis Register was
greater than in pre-war years, but thia experience is pencral throughout
the country and has little local significance.



I have to aclmewledge with thanks sasistance given mo
in the preparotion of this report and throughout the year by my
colleagucs Mr, D,!H, Thomes, Clerk to the Cownecll, Mr. Chriastopher,
Rating Offdicer, ond I G.B. Hardy, Sonitary Inspector to the
Couneil. Also I toke this osportunity of cxpressing my grotitude
to those merbers of tho Council who have continued to afford me
their swpport.

I am, 1o, Chairmen, Ledice and Gentlemen,
Your cbedicnt Servent,
WILLIAK HOGG.

lodical Officer of Health,
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Extract fronm Vital Statistics of the Yesr:-

Live Birth Reto per 1,000 of cstinmated resident populntion  16.1

Stillbirsh Rate per 1,000 Total Births (Idve & Still) a5

Death Rate per 1,00 of estimated resident population (crude) 12,5

Deaths fron Puerpernl Cousca:

Rate per 1,000
Deaths., Totel Live Births.

Heading Nos 29 ..+ Pucrperal Sepsis Nil, Hil,
Hoading Noe 30 s.s 0Othor Puoroeral Causes Nil. Nil.

Death Rate of Infants under One Yeor of Ape:

A1l Infents per 1,000 Live BArths .es  sse  awe Tk
Legitimate Infonts per 1,000 Legitimate Idve Births 6643
Illegitimate Infants ner 1,000 Illepitimate Live Birtha 1333

SECTION B. GENDRAL PROVISICH OF IRALTI! SERVICES OF B ARTA!

The laboratory Pocilitics remainecd unchanged tuk the
Publis Health Leberatory at the County 0ffices, Hereford, iz wnder
the control of the Medical Rescoarch Council.

The following list shows some of the exaninations carrded
out at the laboratory in conncekion with your District:-

Wator - Chemioal Exomination  ses 2
mﬂtﬁriﬂlﬂsml L - llﬂ

E!mh'ﬂ- - LR aw LR L) 15
Ewm A w R LA EE LA ] 6

The provision of health servicce for the District remsins
for the most pert wchangod with some amnll sugmentations,



SECTICH C. SANTIARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ARBA:

Wateor: The water suppliss of the Distriet wory greatly in
cheracter. Thoy cubrace piped sunpliecs frow Stetutory Water
Undetakers, pinced mypwlics provided by the Local mthority,

piped schemes under private omerahip, public wells and springs,
private wella ond springs, rainweter and river water suppliecs.
Broadly apeeking, the watcr supplies are derived from the shallow
underground wakor,

In spltc of the woriety of supplies in gperetion, all
parts of the District are not adequately supplicd with water, and
the mumber of scoeroto supplics makes 1t difficult for the
Depertment to exercise more than a scanty suporviazion over the
quality of the wotors scrving the population. Tho essential of
control is, of course, frequent samling end expmination, In facty
the most urgent moattors are dealt with as thoy arisc.

In the Anmued Heport for 1938, there was included a
surmary of the water supplies aveilable in each Parish, and whilst
the Council at that timc criticized this surmory as being on

"dnaccurate and misleading statement, I am still of the opinion
that 1t gives & view of the vater supplics of the District as a
whole.
The woter supplicd by the Rosa Tetcr Undertoking in the

Parishes of Noss Taral, Walford, Bridwtow ond Yeston is of very
highpotable cuality and is derived fron borcholes with continucus
chlorination, before being pumed to the reservoir. This supply is
of the constont type and is fed to.the various dwellings by seperate
scrvices cmcept in one instence in the Perish of Ross Rural where
cne public stend pipe forms the supply for one dwelling., The
Underteking supslics only pert of thosc parishes, the exact number
of dwollings boing: =

Dridstow 103 Dwellings.

Ross Rural 90 i

eston 5 L

Walford 30 i

The Local Authority provides piped water supplics in the
perishes of Brampton Abbotts, Llangerron and Garwey. The water for
the Brompton Abbotts scheme is purchased in bulk from the Ross
Wator Underteking whilst for Llangarron and Gorwsy use is made of
local springs, in cach case the supply is of the constant fype
being supplicd to dwellings partly by pised services and partly by
stand ~ier, the milies being limited to part of the parishes.

The Garway acheme is fed by greavitation and supplies 39
dwellings of which 10 meke use of atand pipes. The water has been
testedeand found to be of good poteble cuality.

The Brampton scheme is smaller and suoplies 20 dwellings
of which 8 meke use of stand pipes. The water is of excellent purity.

The Llangarron supply is composed of two seperate schemes.
The Idlancloudy zcheme iz the smeller and conaists of spring water
fed by gravitation to 17 dwellings by pived services. The amount of
water available has not alweys been entirely adequate for recent
demonds end the quelity has not alweys beon satisfactory although a
chlorinating apparatus is installed to deal with this liability to
variation.

The Llangarron scheme is obtained from aprings by pumping
and the water is permonently of good poteble guality, There are ¥
stand pipes in operation in this parish which supply epproximately
20 dwellings, of these 14 are situated at Llangrove., Piped services
are provided in connection with 109 dwellings.,

Private piped supplies cgperate in the f'ollowing parishest-
Bridstow, Brockhamptomn, Foy, Ganarew, Goodrich, Hentland, Hoep
Manszell, How Caple, Kinpgs Caple, Lea, Marstow, Pencoyd, Weston,
Harewood, Upton Bishop, Whitchurch, Wallerd, St Weonardsa and
Welsh Nowton.



These utilise water from a variety of sourcea and are of
various degrees of mechenical soundness..The Department cannot
exercise more than a slight supervision over these supplies. The
nunber of dwellings supplied by the largest of these schemes is
about 30 whilst the smallest muber is Z, In no instance do any of
these schemes supply e whole parish, but in some parishes more than
one scheme iz in operation and some aystems supply parts of more
than ono parish. The total number of dwellings obtaining supplies
from these private piped supplics in the whole Distriot is about 350.

Mozt of the remaining dwellings depend upon public wolla
or mrivate shallow wells, The water from these iz often insdoquate
in the drier months of the yamr and the cuality is usuelly indifferent
apart from the public wells,

The existing water supplics cannot be regarded as adequate
for all parts of the Ilstrict and adoquatc sumlies of poteble water
at suitable pressurc is a real nued.

So far as iz kuown thure docs not appear to be any marked
plunbo-golving in comecetiun with wy of the waters in use in the
Distriot. Howewer, no apecisl of forh hes boen mudo to investigate
this point and the usc of lead scrvicos 1o not cxtensiwve,

Forty Two samplea of weier were nandt for examinathon
and of these samples 26 wers found to ne uafisfactory and 16
proved to be unsatisfactory.

The Eonitary Ins;ec-t-rar' pubmits the following Report on the Water
Bupplies during the yeor:i-

Rainfall has been very low during the past 12 months,
but up to the present has coused no undue herdship in any part of
the district.

Tha Council's supplies heve mainteined a sufficiency with
the exeception of Llianclowdy supply,which ren very low during September,
October and Novenber. The erection of a Hostel in this parish and
the call on this supply for water by the Hostel, haz created some
difficul ty.

Drainage £ Seworaga!

Four drains were provided for existing dwellings during

the year.

BANITARY THSPECTICN OF B ARCA:

Inapections:=

Bﬂkﬂhmﬂﬂﬂ- '"TE aea e w aaw Y] T - - - 12
miliiirtg mralm a8 LR N L L L LA LR L 25
Drains Tosted EE. Hydraulic Testa T 13
b ) Smoke Tests e s aww - aan 1

Gﬂ'ﬁ'ﬂhﬂaﬂ an J}ﬂ.iriﬂ'ﬂ aEa e - e w e ®eE TR 13?
Factories with Mechanised Fower rema v e aEE BER T
Factories without Macheaniscd Power sss  ses ase ssp 23
Hmmg (Rural 1!:ﬂ'rkera‘ -ﬂﬂtﬂ}-ti LN ] LI LU L L m
Hwﬂ-inE: ['C'th-&r .ﬂﬂ-tﬁ} - - e - LN LN ] LN ?'9
Inventigations re Infections BiseaBe ..ae 2sr ser see 22
Huisancos P e S e e R e 25
marcrmlﬁmg LR LA LR LR e a W LU LR LU n-ﬂ'
Slaughterhouses wss asws  sss wrs sxs  ses  apse sas DIl
Watcr Barples taken - Chemicel Bxeminetion ..s see  wes 2
Beeteriolozieal Examination ees 42

Hotices Issued:=

Informal #es  wew mes Sas EE8 @ed @Es  sEs  Eaw 3
dtatutory re Housing ama  Baa  @dR 44w BER  BEE  BeR
a‘lﬂ.’tutm under other Acts sas e iad i d TE TE ]

== i



Summary of Defects Remedied Eto:- e

(a) Hater Supnlies:-
New Services from Ross-on-Wiye Water Underteking ... 7
HWE&HB PI'W.‘].I'.I’EJ& N e 'EE] 'y e aa - ﬂﬂ
Water Sanples Teken - Chomicel Examination ... eee 2
Bactoriologloal see ses  4es L2
Sources from which more then one Sample was taken ,,, &
Haximm muber of Samples token from one source ... 18
(b) Notifisble Disesse:-
Rooms Disinfected ew aew seE  mer  saw e aaw 3{}
Nurmber of Lots of Bedding and Bedelothing Disinfected 30
m’lﬂltﬂ]‘ﬂ Diﬂinff'rc ted ra mhﬂrculmiﬂ Ty waw eew }
HSchoole Disinfooted cea  ser  ssa #8d  ses  Ees  meae nil
(e) Drainage and Sewege Disposalie
Hew Drains provided for existing houses see ses  sos L
Hi‘l"j—@ﬂ anartﬂlﬂ. b:' [-‘ﬂ.i.'l. Closcts - [N aaw Ty 2
Privies comvorted to Wator CloSols ces wer sse ses nil
(&) Milk end Daries Order 1926:-
Gmhﬂﬂ imrwua LN ] LN R [ EE - - LR J-i-
{B) M:— Housen Rﬂ‘_‘pﬂ.il'ﬂﬂ Iy FEaw wm@w 9'
Nudisancen Abated i e -nn i |

School Clomures:=

Tretire with Michselchurch hebalide = 22,0043, Measles,
Whooping Cough, Chiclcen Pox and Scarlet Fever.

SECTION D. - HOUSING)-

The year wvas cutstonding in ao far as tho
Council ermbarked upon a new poliey of house eonatruction,
previously only two new cottapes had been erceted in the District
by the Local Muthority, The Council agreed to build ten cottages
at the rcguest of the ldnistry under the Housing Emergency Scheme
Tfor Agriculture Workers., The plans were preopeired by the Sanitary
Inspector & Surveyor Mr, G.E. Hardy, L.R.I.B.A. and approved by

t'm mniﬁtr&'l

The btuilding commenced in July end Augusf but, they
were not completed at the end of the year. I. Hardy informs me that
the erection of theae dwellings proved to be very difficult owing to
the conditions preveiling in the building industry and hes expressed
Bome disappointment ob restrictione in the building standards which
ware necasgary under woirtime conditions.

However, having recently inspected some of these
dwellings I do not share that disappointment. The houses are erccted
in the parishes of Llangrove, Garwey and Bramston Abbotts on sites
purchasod by the Council and all ere served Councils water water
maing, The sites are magnificent and the arrangenent of the dwellings
is both attractive and usceful. The dwellings posses everything which
is essontial and are wvory ewperlor to the majority of the agricultural
cottages of the District. The Council can, I think, be satisfied that
the dwellings will stend coparison with any sinilar houses in the country.

It is to be hoped that the Council will ortake
further aschemos for the erection of cottages in the future. These arc
necessary to provide additional cottages in vdow of the increoased Rural
population and to secure the abatemcnt of ovorcrowding, A further need
is for the renlacement of cottasges unfit for humen habitation, of which
there are a nunber,by modern dwellings.

Total muber of houses inspected for housing defects
( under Public Health of Housing Acts) e S v

Number of inspections made for the purpose <P e I e



Ge

Warber of deedling leusea found not to be £it in all
I'-BE:.H'.:!:tﬂ fﬂr hl‘.n..ﬂ.."’l mlbif&hiwl OO O e & o LR ) (R X ] LR ) ﬂ-'.[l

Remedy of Defects without Service of Formal ilotices:=

Numbor of deflective dwelling houses randered fit in
consequence of action by the Local futhority o their Officers 3]

SBOTION T, - INSPECTION AND SUELVISICH OF 100D:-

Milk Sumply:- ‘
There were 291 persons registered with the Logal
Aathority under the Milk ond Dedries Ovder 193 at the end of the Year,

A jroewibo: are ropalariy ingoeotod, 187 such
inspections having beon made during the year. :

SECTION F. - DNFRCTIONS AD 0T DISRISS:-

The most frecusnt infections which coourroed
during the recr were Whooping Courh, Eosales and Chickeon Pox, much the
roator pert of the navienia beding children undsr ton yoeors off Bge.
nonia wvos the seoord most prevalont | ofectisuthers baing 18 .
notifications received, folliowed by Scarlet Fever, of which there ware
13 eases. Also thore were & casesof Dishtheria with one death din &
child who had not been iwmmised., only %wo of these cases nomuroed in
children undoer 15 yaera of age, Cordbro Spinal Fovor ocmirred on three
occasions = all of the ~atients were males under 15 yenra of ago.

The distribution of the common infections according
to the quarter is shown in the table bolow.

f = 1 (R R

' Diseane, Aoty br. - 2nu.Otr, IrdaUtre | LbheQtr,
Measles T i, i S
Whooping Cough 1 A - | 6 , &
Prneumonis 1 5 & ! - 1 9
Scarlet Fever - ; Ly | 2 | 1
Diphtheria ! 2 ' 1 1 2 : 1
Cercbro Soinal Vever | 3 | - | - i =
A1l Disenaes T, . 105 B e 17

A1l disueona show a predoninence in the fipat end
scoond quarters with the ainglc cxeeption of puevmonia winich was most
prevalent in the fourth quarter.

The mmber of sasgs admitted fo the Stretton Sugwas
Iscletion Hospitol wes nine - two of these wers suffering from scarlet
fover and the remaining scven [rem diphitheria. in addition, two cases
of perdbre-apinal fever ware admitiod to the County Comeil Hospdtal,
Hereford, under the new arrangemontis.

Analysis of Totel Notified Caoses According %o Ape:=

et Age Groups.

Idacasc. Uri- | | e | : 5

2 ﬂgzr | 1+ :E+ Bl Bt 10 15-}!20-.- [351 5+ {65 Soiels
Cercbro Spinal Pever - i R ] | B B ) R e b | 3
Measles 1 Ilsi 9l 9i26] 7T 1=19 1= |=-]-= £9
Prnicumenia - 114l =t =l 2l =11 & |=|6]3 18
Bearlot Pever - 1081 11 =) 311 1 1 1 - = 13
Food Poiacning - P I e e i R (i e el L | e [ 1
Thooping Cough 8 | 9l2( 7|85 l=t=111=1=1 T
Diphtheria ] W o R e | (e ) e ] B e b e 7
Erysipelas - ll - === =] === 1=-1-11 1
Totals o lululezulerln o liz |5 L6 1l 183




The efficiency eof notifination appears to be
good except in respcet to measles and whooping cough, These diseases
are oonfined almost cxelusively to young children and in many
instances no doctor is called end the disease is not rocognised.
Notifications arc seldom received from parcnts. As a result the true
incidence of these disesscs iz probably greater than the figures of
netifications would sugpest.

Scebies: -

The mmbeor of pasea of seabica which were brought
to the notice of the Dopaviment wa: 11. Thia ropresents a deorecase
upn the figure for the pievious year; but, as the notification of
this diseame iz not cumpuloncy, thie figave doca not represont the full
inoidence of thir discasc, but it dooz thow that the incidence is
greator than in the pre-wee ysars. Scablcs is a moat difficult discase
to deal with in a Rural Insirict ag the fownedl has no clinies in which
treatment can bo carried ~ult under tho suporvision of skilled steff and
all treatment must be corried out in the home with very fow oxoeptions.
Many of the dmllings have no bath and water supplies are often a
handicap. -

Diphtheria Immmisation:=-

. Propresa with this scheme continued to be steady,
if not spectacular. The scheme iz oporcted in part by the Department
and in part by the practitionera practising in the District. All
immumisation being free to persona under 16 years of age, the
pragtitioners being romunerated by the Council on agreed teorms, The
schome works smoothly and the prectitioncrs of the District hawve oo-
operatcd extromely woll.

The prophylactics uscd are Alum Precipitated Toxoid
(A.P.T.) end Toxoid Antitoxin Flocoulea (T.A.F.). The following table
summariscs the work cerried out during the year:-

: -
Age Group { 15 Years, 515 Yenrs. | 1-15 Years.
| 1

| iat, Querter @ 52 bt QA 3

| 2nd, Gueoder @ 15 T R et | [
f3rd. Cuncter ' 9 VAR [le: 1

hth. Quarter | 25 : 23 o

Whole Year . 104 ; 8 a7

The percentuge of the rhild population wnder five
years of age regarded as being immuniused at the end of the year was
35,5 and for the 5-15 years groun this figure ia 72, These figures are
probebly too low as they are calculated upon the actual age groups of
the population cnd this erbraces a nunbor of private residential
schools which run Diphtheria Immumisation Schemes distinet from the
Council's Scheme, with the result that the Depariment doea not obtain
roturns of the mumber of children thus imamised.

There is neither the staff nor the time available
to carry ocut eny post Schick Tests, in fact %o uht.:_tin the present
figures assistance by the staff of the Couniy Public Health Department

hae been necocasory.
o g Only 2 notifications of Diphtheoria were received

rolating to children under 15 years of oge. Nelther had reccived
courses of prophyllactic and cne case was fatal.

Contimous propegands nreferzbly on a co=-ordine ted
national end local basis appears to be necessery to meintain publie
interest in this most important preveniive measure.

Tuberculogis:-

i At the coemencemcnt of the year there were 34 names
an the Tuberculosis Register, of these 23 related to the pulmonary florm
and 11 to other forms. Therc werc 15 new cascs of pulmonary tuborculosis



notified in the course of the year 6 occuwrring in males end 9
in fomsles. In addition 3 new ceoses of the non-pulmonary disease
were added. The nunber of names removed from the Registor was 12,
There were 9 decths from tuberculosgis of 2ll forms.

B::lmnr:.t:y.—-!im -pulmonery. | All Forma.
. TR e i [ 5 M.] P
Mumber of Cascs on Register
1st. Jenuary 1943 17 & 5 W 25 9
Number of New Coses Notified [ g9 2 1 & |10
Humber of Cases Addod D‘I..k-..':.-:: i
wise than by Notifioabion L 2 - 1 5 3
Wunber of Coses I'-:c.-:r.'.v.":_d—." 7 ) - = ¥ i
Number of Cesea Bemaindng an i
312443, 20 2 10 5 30 117 |
New Cases and Mortality during Year 1943
- NI CASES, DRATHS,
Age Rea- | Hon-rea- Reg- on-res-
Periods. piratory.] sdratory. piratory. | piratory.
T R ol B R
ﬂ'-l-l — - - — = - = -
1+ G 1= ~ - - - -
5.'.. - 2 1 - - - - -
25+ 1 2 - 1 3 1 - -
§5+ - - - - - - - el
b5+ - - - = = 9 = =

It will be cbserved that the total mmber of
names on the Register increased during the yeer chiefly as a result
pf new cases being notified. This haz been the experience of the

country as o whole and has little local significance.

B e e e R L



