[Report 1932] / Medical Officer of Health, Rochester City and Port.

Contributors

Rochester (Kent, England). City and Port Authority.

Publication/Creation
1932

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ma9c8e3g

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
















STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE

ArREAa (1% AcCrES), LAND AND INLAND WATER

Census, 1931.  Estimated (middle of 1
POPULATION e .. 31,1086 30,080
NumBeR oF IxuaprTEp HousEs [xrm OF 1932] AccorpING TO RATE Books

RATEABLE VALUE .. £1
SuMm REPRESENTED BY JL P'EHHT:' R-ﬂ-‘l

Social Gonditlunu

The prosperity of Rochester, as heretofore, depends mostly on its rive
on the cement industry, on agriculture (in connection with which there is
market), on engineering works, and on the proximity of the Royal D
Chatham. In the first four of these, the conditions prevailing at the p:
are far from satisfactﬂr]r, and there is much bad trade and lack of employ

Many visitors are attracted to the City by its historical buildings, in
the Castle, the Cathedral, and the Guildhall, and also by its numerous g_.._"
associations. ]

There is no evidence of any occupational influence on the.haal___
inhabitants.

The population is both residential and working class, the latter greal

dominating. Vital Statistics.
Todal, M. F;
Legitimate 452 231 221 S
Live BIrRTHS {Illegiﬁmata 95 14 11 } BirtH RATE 154
Legitimate 22 10 12 3 RATE PER 1,000 ToTaL (
STILLBIRTHS ** Ullegitimate = — — still) Birtas, 440
DEATHS 354 183 191 Deate Bate, 1114
DEATHS FROM PUERPERAL CAUSES : Rate PER 1,000 ToTaL (
PUERPERAL SEPSIS ... S o still) Birtus, 20
OtHER PUuERPERAL CAUSES .. (1]
Total e |

Deaths of Infants under one year of age :—
All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ...
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births i
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Births ... s
Deaths from Measles (all ages} o +
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages}
Deaths from Diarrhcea (under 2 years of age) i .
There has been no unusual or excessive mortality from an:,r parh-
during the year.
The Registrar-General's Table of Causes of Deaths appes
end of the Report on page 29. A
The following Table shows a comparison between the ™ Rates " in this |
and those in other parts of England and Wales for the year 1932 :—
Rates per 1,000 of the  Deaths und

lation. per 1,000 re
Live Births. Deaths. Im rtk
England and Wales ... 153 12 65
118 County Boroughs and g:reat towns,
including London ... 154 11-8 69
126 smaller towns, pﬂpulatmns from
25,000 to 50,000 ... 15-4 10-8 58
London ... 14-2 12-3 66
Rochester 15.4 11.4 35.6






GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE

1. Public Health Officers of the Authority.
A list of these is given on page 3.

2. Nursing in the Home.
(a) GENERAL.
The arrangements for this were set forth in the Report for 1928 an
undergone no change.

(b) INFECTIOUS DISEASE.
No nursing in the homes is provided by the Health Authority.

3. Laboratory Facilities.

CHEMICAL. 3
So far as regards food and drugs, analyses are carried out by the City 2
and the results for the year appear on page 18. '
BACTERIOLOGICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL.
The work under this heading is carried out at the County I.ahura,tory a
stone. In addition, a quarterly chemical and hactermlog:cal analysis
Strood water is made by Dr. Spitta of St. George's Hospital, London.
The various results appear in other parts of the Report.

4. Legislation in Force.
There has been no addition to the list printed in the Report for 1930.

5. Hospitals.

(a) FEVER.

St. William's Isolation Hospital, situated in the district and serving Ro
and Chatham (the agreement for taking Gillingham patients having come
end), provides about 100 beds, and admits cases of Scarlet Fever, Dipl
Typhmd Fever and Cerebro- Spma.l Meningitis. The accommodation has
sufficient throughout the year. This hospital is controlled by the Rochest
Chatham Joint Hospital Board. |

(b) SMALLPOX.

There is a hospital of 24 beds, capable of extension, in the district, for
joint use of Rochester and Chatham. This hospital is also cuntrolled, '
Rochester and Chatham Joint Hospital Board. At the time of writing a sche
been formulated by the County Medical Officer of Health, and is under ce
ation, for closing all the smaller smallpox hospitals in the county, includi
hospital, and for providing accommodation at several larger hospitals, convel
situated.

(¢) OTHER.

ST. BArRTHOLOMEW'S HospiTAL, NEW RoaAp, ROCHESTER. :

This is a Voluntary General Hospital, situated in the district, and sery
large area with a population of over 200,000. Particulars as to its services
given in last year’s Report.

TuBERCULOSIS. R |

The treatment of Tuberculosis is undertaken by the County Council, and
able cases from this district are admitted to their sanatoria as occasion dema
There is no sanatorium for Tuberculosis situated in the district. -
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IEDWAY INSTITUTION, CHATHAM.

'his Institution, which serves part of the City of Rochester, has the following
er of beds :—Tuberculosis, 38 ; children (including 12 maternity cots), 24 ;
rnity, 12 ; general, 409—total, 483.

DUBLIC ASSISTANCE INSTITUTION, STROOD.

This Institution serves a large district. It has 126 beds, four of which are for
rnity cases and eight for Tuberculosis patients.

\mbulance Facilities.

There is no change in these.
Clinics and Treatment Centres.
There is no change in these.

Maternity and Child Welfare.

. There are six midwives practising in the area. These midwives are
the control of the County Council.

3, MATERNAL MORTALITY.

No special arrangements have been made for the investigation of maternal
hs and of puerperal fever or puerperal pyrexia other than that in such cases
mation is sought from the doctors and midwives concerned, and the Medical
er of Health prepares a full Report, a copy of which is sent to the Ministry of
Ith. One Report was prepared and forwarded during the year.

3. HeaLTH VISITING.

Some visiting of children, between the ages of one and five years, by the
th Visitors, takes place, and an account of these visits appears in the Health
ors’ Annual Report on page 25.

This service appears to be reasonably adequate.

4, CHILDREN ACT, 1908,

A register is kept of persons who take children under this Act, and periodical
visits are paid by the Health Visitors.

5. ORTHOPEDIC TREATMENT.

There is a special department for this at St, Bartholomew’s General Hospital,
ited in the district.

6. UNMARRIED MOTHERS, ILLEGITIMATE INFANTS AND HOMELESS CHILDREN.
There is no institutional provision for any of these, except such as is afforded
ithe Public Assistance Authorities.

Maternity and Nursing Homes.

There are two of these in the district, one on each side of the river. They are
ired to observe the Bye-laws and to keep accurate records of their patients.
ey are visited from time to time by the Medical Officer of Health and at regular
ervals by the Health Visitors. There have been no applications for registra-
1 during the year or any orders cancelling registration.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

‘Water.

‘The water supply of Rochester is in two portions, one for each side of the river.
north side the supply is from a shallow well in the chalk and is the property
Corporation. The water is satisfactory both in quantity and quality, and
ected to a monthly bacteriological analysis by the County Council's Bacteri-
and to a quarterly bacteriological and chemical analysis by Dr. Spitta, St.

.



George's Hospital, London. The crude water is treated by ** Chloros ™ and
quent filtration through charcoal and sand. The result is a water nearly
in which the bacillus coli is never found.
The water before treatment is liable to a varying degree of invasion of
organisms, but the bacillus coli is not found in large numbers, while the ch
analysis rarely gives evidence of any considerable contamination. 4
The water on the south side of the river is from the wells of the Ch
and District Water Company. These wells are in the chalk and greensand.
quent bacteriological and chemical analyses are made with unvarying good r
The pumping station at Nashenden and the reservoir at Borstal, refes
in last year's Report, are now in operation, and an additional storage of 2,0
gallons has been provided.
The supplies in both instances are constant and sufficient.

Rainfall.

The rainfall for the vear, registered at Strood Waterworks, was 18-68
as compared with 22-01 inches in 1931 ; 26-38 in 1930 ; 21-03 in 1920 ; 27
1928, and 31-84 in 1927. :

2. Drainage and Sewerage.

Progress in the abolition of cesspools and the connecting up of house dr:
to the new sewerage scheme continued during 1932, and at the end of the
there were 4,955 houses so connected, being an increase of 848 on the total
end of the previous year. There are still about 2,800 premises to connect
the new sewers. i

Rivers and Streams.

No special action has been taken during the year to check the polluti
the River Medway, which is the only river in the district. The pollution, ho¥
is automatically undergoing diminution as premises which formerly disch
crude sewage into the river are connected with the system of main drainage.

The pollution from the shipping, both Admiralty and Mercantile, which
the river, is not likely to grow less.

There are no streams in the district.

Closet Accommodation.

With very few exceptions, all the houses in the city area are now pro
with waterclosets fitted with proper flushing apparatus. During the past
44 privies were abolished and replaced by waterclosets drained to the se
From a public health point of view it is a matter for satisfaction that such insar
closet accommodation as privies, of which there were at one time over 1,08
now all but non-existent in the city.

Public Cleansing.

The removal of household refuse is carried out by the City Surveyor’s Dy
ment, and the procedure, described in the Report for 1929, continues, wit
exception that towards the end of the year tipping ceased at Cuxton Road an
diverted to an extension of the old tip on the Temple Farm Estate.
There is still practically no improvement in the receptacles used for the st

of domestic refuse, only a comparatively small percentage of the houses i
district being provided with dustbins of sanitary pattern.
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houses have been demolished and the demolition of two more has been held
one being occupied. All the open space created by demolitions will be :
of the curtilages of the remaining houses. The eight houses in Al
have been completely renovated, but the greatest improvement in conne
these houses has been the demolition of Nos. 1 to 10, Strood Square,
viously obstructed light and air. The demolition of Nos. 11, 12 and
Square and the groups of wash-houses and ranges of trough closets in
of the Square has created an open space which will permit adequate
free air movement for the Church Path property, and when No. 1, P
and No. 1, Church Path, have been demolished the North Street pro
them will similarly benefit. The improvement scheme also includes the
of four back-to-back dwellings into two “* through "' dwellings.

Although the table given at the beginning of this part of my t
seem to indicate that only 48 houses were formally dealt with under the Hi
Act during the year, this is somewhat misleading. Many of the inspections
in 1931 were done late in the year, and the greater part of the associated w
preparation of formal records and schedules of repairs, interviews with owner
builders, and supervision of work—formed part of the work of the past yea
should be stated that Housing Act activities considerably increase clerical and
indoor work of the Department, and not a little of what was accomplished ¢
1932 was due to evening and Sunday work.

Complaints.

241 complaints were received from householders and others during the
These were given prompt attention and necessary action was taken to s
abatement of nuisances,

Sanitary Improvements.

During the year 3,477 insanitary conditions or hau&iﬁﬁ defects were ren
by the direction and under the supervision of the Council’s Sanit 1S pe
Working in conjunction with the Drainage Department, a considerable amo
time was given to supervision of the re-drainage of houses which were to be
nected to the new sewerage scheme. In all such cases, necessary renewals or re
to W.C.’s, soilpipes, vent-shafts and sinks were dealt with at the same time.
drainage work, etc., of 279 houses was daily supervised whilst in progres:
involved the application of 1,250 water tests and 202 smoke tests.
new W.C. apartments were erected, 253 water closets were fitted with new pe
pans and traps, and in 190 instances flushing apparatus was renewed or reg
101 new sinks were provided and fixed, and 190 sinks were fitted with new tr
wastepipes. -

The abolition of 44 privies—pits containing rotting sewage with open-t
seats over—practically clears the city of this extremely offensive type of
accommodation. Not many years ago there were hundreds of such privie
liquid contents of which soaked into and below scullery walls, and the adve
main drainage made it possible to deal with a considerable number which I
remain until then, because the subsoil water level made it impaossible to pi
cesspool accommaodation. .

In 406 other houses, defects or unsatisfactory conditions of a miscella
character were remedied and details of these are given in the Sum
Report. The totals indicate that some owners are appreciably neglemcﬁuZ: o
duty to maintain their property in reasonable good condition, and illustrai
usefulness of this Department in securing better conditions of housing for tenal
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It is beyond question that if more time could be given to housing inspec
much more benefit in this direction would result, with the added
the various crafts of the building trade would be provided with increased em
ment.

Verminous Dwellings.

This subject again calls for special comment this year, Du.ting 1932 .
festation by spraying and fumigation was carried out in 180 rooms in Gl
Of the latter 44 were Council houses, but this does not mean that the perce
of such dwellings infested with bugs is higher than those of pnvateljr-nwnnd

It does mean that bugs have been conveyed in or with furniture from the la ;-_':
the former. To emphasise the desirability of reducing the number of i
houses in the city, it need only be mentioned that bugs in appreciable n
make their presence known by the discharges from their * stink glands,’
that they exist solely by sucking the blood of the inmates of the houses they i
Disinfestation of houses is carried out at a charge of 2s. 6d. per room ==,,.-
where tenants can afford to pay this sum, and in other cases free. Vermin t
in Council houses is common all over the country, but having regard to the ¢
disinfesting such houses after removal of tenants, some Councils are wisely
infesting furniture, etc., prior to entry.

Cesspool and Privy Emptying.

3,756 loads of sewage were pumped from cesspools during the past ye
compared with 6,211 loads in 1931. This is a very marked diminution, a
consequent on the increase of the number of houses connected to the s
system. The whole of the day-emptying is now done by one tractor and ¥
tank, and there is barely enough work to keep this plant fully occupied. B
the greater number of cesspools emptied were those being put into disuse be
of sewer connections.

601 loads of sewage sludge were removed from cesspools and privy pltsby
as compared with 1,066 loads the previous year. This again is due to the red
of the men to one gang with one pair of wagons, the work for which now prol
to become irregular. As long, however, as the work of connecting
sewers continues, it will be necessary to maintain some provision for pumping
sludging out cesspools as they are put into disuse.

Food Inspection.

1,299 visits were made to various premises used for the production, prepara
storage or sale of food intended for human consumption. Visits to slaughter-h
while carcases, etc., were being prepared for sale made the heaviest demant
time, but the list of condemned food given below indicates the importan
maintaining close inspection of all meat intended for human food :— .

4 carcases, etc., of cows ... Tuberculosis.

2 carcases, etc., of heifers ... ... Tuberculosis,

1 carcase, etc., of steer ... Tuberculosis.

1 carcase, etc., of calf ... Injuries.

1 forequarter of cow ... Tuberculosis.

1 forequarter of heifer ... Tuberculosis. _
37 carcases, etc., of pigs ... 30 Tuberculosis ; 4 Drops

Emaciation ; IAppend:l ti
Dropsy ; 1 Pyzmia ; 1 Mu
Abscesses.







Office work :

Letters received and dealt with -
Complaints received and dealt with ...
Letters written .

Intimation notices served
Notices sent to Schools re infectious disease...

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
- T. TOPPING,
Chief Sanitary Inspects

SMOKE ABATEMENT.
It has not been necessary during the year to take any action in this matt

PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS WHICH CAN BE CONTROLLED
BYE-LAWS OR REGULATIONS. '

Bakehouses. 1

There are 18 bakehouses in the city, and these were subjected to the u
periodic inspection during the year. Satisfactory conditions as to cleanli
were found to have been maintained. The interior of one old bakehouse

ing of the walls and ceiling.

Factories and Workshops.
Homework, wearing apparel—Lists received, 7.
Outworkers, workmen, 12,
Workshops on Register at end of year :—
Workshops, 63 ; domestic workshops, 32 ; bakehouses, 18.
Matters notified by H.M. Inspector, 1 ; remedied, 0.
(For Inspections and Defects—see Table 11., opposite.)

Lodging Houses. |
The two common lodging houses in the city were inspected from time to
during the year, and it was found that due observance was being given te
Bye-laws.
Offensive Trades—Fried Fish Shops. _
There are 16 on the Register. Very satisfactory conditions were maints
in most of the premises, but in two or three instances requests had to be m
for closer attention to cleanliness of equipment. On the whole, however, |
1s commendable care taken to ensure that the fried fish sold in the city isa w
some food.
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops. |
These are referred to on page 17 under the heading of  Inspection and Sup
vision of Food."”
Slaughter-Houses.
The three “ registered "' and two " licensed "' slaughter-houses in the €
received constant attention during the year, and details as to inspections
unsound meat are given in the Chief Sanitary Inspector’s Report. |

Rag Flock Acts, 1911 and 1928.
No action has been necessary under these Acts during the year.
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