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City of Rochester.

REEORT AS TO URBAN DISTRICT,

————agr=

Heartu DEPARTMENT,
GuiLnHaLy, RocHESTER,

March 2nd, rgoy.
To THE CoHAIRMAN AND Mesmpers o THE HEeEALTH COMMITTEE-
GENTLEMEN,

I hawve the honowr to lay before you the following Report of the Sanitary condition of your
District for the year 1gog.
; I beg to remain, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
SIDNEY PRITCHETT .

POPULATION,
The population of the INstrict at the middle of rge3, caleulated according to the method
of the Registrar General, that is to say logarithmically, was 31,656, made up as follows :—
Medway locality, 18,080; strood locality, 13,576,
In other words, between the last census and the middle of 1gez, 24 vears have elapsed, and in that

time the population of the whole District has increased by rood, that of the Medway locality by 48z,
and that of the Strood locality by 584.

BIKTHS.
During the year there have been 865 births registered, made up as follows :—
Med Male. Female, Fotal.
edway ... 287 195 452
Strood 197 216 413
454 411 365

This gives a birth rate of rather under the averapge of the last 1o years, and there is 2 marked
excess of male over female births in the Medway locality, while the opposite, but in a less degree,
prevails in the Strood locality. The natural increase of population, by excess of births over deaths,
amountéd to 533. In rgoz the natural increase was 38z2.

DEATHS.
The number of nett deaths in the year, that is deaths of residents d_vil:]g either within_or
without the District, but excluding non-residents drying within the District, 15 332, made up as follows . —

Medway ... 182
Sirood i 1SQ

33z
This is by far the lowest number of deaths for many years, the average for the last 1o years being
461574
: Vital Statistics of the whole District, and of its component localities, in which these pre-
liminary figures are elaborated, will be found set forth in the Tables appended to this Repaort.

The Death Rate for the year was 1o48 per thousand,

The Birth Rate was 25'3 per thousand.

The Zymotic Death Rate was 56 per thousand.

The Infant Mortality, per 1,000 births registered, was 8g.

The following are the Rates per rooo for England and Wales for the year rgoz:—

Birth. i aﬂlg::‘;‘ﬂ le?cj, Tnfant Mortality
England and Wales ... 28y 154 1°46 132
Rural England and Wales 273 148 1o 118
76 great Towns g7 163 1'8g 144
rog smaller Towns 274 146 1’41 135






THE DEATH RATE.

If the Death Rate of a District is to be taken as a criterion of the health of its inhabitants,
Rochester—on last year's record—must be pronounced to be one of the healthiest places in the King-
dom. The lowest recorded death rate for the last 1o vears was 140 in 18g7, and the average for
the last 5o years is 15'9. The death rate for 1go3 was 1048, that is to say a drop of over £ from the
average. In other words for every 3 persons per rooc of the population who died in previous years, last
year only 2 persoms died. This diminution in the death rate is, to say the least of it, extraordinary,
and it will be worth while to enter into some details as to what diseases were the least fatal in the past
year. The Tables which follow offer a comparison between rgez and 19oz, in which year the death
rate was identical with the average of the previous 1o years

Tasre R.
Comparisons of deaihs at all ages from all causes, in the years 1903 and 1gos.

1903 100z, |]'JiI'F-¢1¢||.c,.|_-.
S mallpox & 2 | -9
Measdes 2 12 — I
Scarlet Fever .. o | 3 -3
Whooping Cough s a | 4 =8
Diptheria and Membranous Croup 1 b liz= 6
Enteric Fever .. . o fi B O |
Epdilembc Iniluenza o] 2 4 — =z
Dharrbiea i e = ] s l -
Enteritis g ue T & B | + 3
Uilu'TTeplic disexses - T 14 5 | *o
Phthisis as . ol 38 5 | —4
Onher tabercular diseases |, iy 13 e (= 4
Cancer, malipnant disease , , o - [ 13 | + X
Bronchitis s . s 28 3l —3B
Poeamonia .. s v 7 | 49 | a2
Cther discases of the Respiraiory Organsl 4 1 il &
Alcholism and Cirrhosis of the Liver || 1 H -3
Yenereal Dhseases o . 2 1 —
Premature Bisth e i 13 0 e
Dhseases and accidents of partardition ., 4 3 + 2
Heart Discxses - g R 30 —1I1
Accidents s . us 7 | = | -1
Suicides e ne = 4 (] |+ 3
Apoplexy o " “e 1z 2 | —Io
All other canses un i o 15 | —33

332 | 400 |

Tane B.
Comparison of deaths under the age of 1 year from all causes, in the years 1903 and 1go2.

190, igoz,  [Difference.
Hmallpox a 1 —1
Meases : . t e ! =
Scarlet Fever . e e 2 ' =1
Whioping Cough 2 ke # =
Diphtheria and Membranous Crougp ! 2 S r
Diarrhoea o 6 it —
Enterilis i . & 3 22
(iher sepaic discases 2 g el
Phihisis ; - L o + 1
CHher tubercular diseases .. 4 3 ==l
Bronchitis .. = 9 =13
Poeumania i . e 4 13 i
Oiher discases of the Respiratory Organs B 2 +a
Venereal Diseases a u i 4 =
Premature Birth . 13 o m__y
Heant Discase .. s o 2 =4
Accidents i e 4 =4
All other causes . 3t i ==l

i LEH







! Tane O.
Comparison of deaths at the various age periods from all causes, in the years 1go3 and roos.

All A Under ¢ year. | 1 and eeder 5. | 5 and under 11 {ig and onder a1l wndl wrder ds '~ anil upwards
BOg 33= i ! FE1 T it 1y Ul
e 49 L7 58 o | 153 13
Taece D.
Comparison of deaths from Zymotic diseases in the years rgez and 1goz.
1 -H‘_ |
Srmallpes. Measies | Scarler Fever, | 1iphiheria. .:‘I'"‘:“Fla'"ﬁ |1-:m.--i- Fever. | Diarthaea, Total.
| | z
| 3 .
1903 o 1 3 a i o | ] 9 18
1502 9 1 12 2 ] 8 | 3 | 1 ]
1 |}

From Table A (deaths at all ages from all causes) it will be seen that the deaths were
fewer from 18 causes, and more from 7 causes in rgo3 than in 1gez, the disparity in favour of 1geo3
being most marked in Prneumonia, Bronchitis, Accidents, Hearn [iseases, Measles, Apoplexy, Small
Pox, Whooping Cough, Diarrhoea, Premaiure Birth, Diphtheria, Phthisis and Scarlet Fever, ©Of these,
Accidents, Heart Diseases, Apoplexy and Premature Birth may be ignored as beyond the influence of
either climatic or sanitary conditions,

In Table B (deaths under 1 year from all causes) the disparity in favour of 1903 i most marked
in Bronchitis, Pneumomia, Diarrhoa, Whooping Cough, Scarlet Fever, Measles and Small Pox,

Table C (deaths at the various age pericds from all causes) shews that the deaths at Cvery age
period were less in tgog than in rgez, but that, of the total disparity of 164, the period of under 1 year
accounts for 5o, and that of from 1 0 5 years for 34, or that, of the diminution of 163 more than
half 1s accounted for under the age of 5 years

Table I (deaths from Zymotic diseases) shews a dimmution of about 200 per cent., and each
Zymotic disease contributes 1o the diminution except Enteric Fever, the order being Measles, Small Pox,
Whooping Cough, Diarrheea, Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever.

To saum up, the conditions in rgo3 which have contributed to the remarkable fall in the death
rate have operated at all ages and in most diseases, but have been marked in—

1. Children under 5 years;

2. Diseases of the lungs

3. Aymotic diseases
and since, speaking broadly, the last two of these principally affect the first it may be said that the
conditions were favourable all round, bui highly favourable to children under the age of 5 years,

The next consideration s to ascertain, if possible, the nature of such favourable conditions, for
if they are known and can be mamtained the present high water mark of the Public Health ought 1o be
maintained also. [ regret to say that, in my opinion, most of the credit must be given to the climatic
conditions in 1903. The Table of the Raintall which follows in this Keport shews that it was an exceed-
ingly wet year ; the atmosphere, the road and yard surfaces, and the surface drains of the District were
constantly being cleansed by showers or storms of rain, and most important of all, there was little dust.
The temperature was low and the conditions were all against the development and spread of noxious
bacterial lifie.

The fall in the death rate offers not the slightest justification for relaxing samitary precautions
or for postponing any improvement under contemplation, such as Main Drainage, since it is obvious that
if recent climatic conditions can favourably influence the Public Health to such a degree as shewn above,
opposite conditions might send the Death Rate up to 20, The policy of the Authority should be to
put its District into such Sanitary order as to enable it to take advantage of every favourable climatic
condition and minimise the effect of any unfavourable condition.

ZYMOTIC DISEASES.
Table shewing number of Deaths for past 1e wyears.

Year. SmallPox. Mewdon  pokt  Dightheris.  Coam®  peey.  Diambow,  Toul D":ﬂj‘ e
1804 o 2 0 16 16 1 (¢ 50 17
1805 o 2 I 15 3 i g 37 1'3
180 o 24 q 17 z 7 i4 73 25
1897 o & 2 2 15 7 34 a4 E T
1895 o 5 3 r b 5 37 57 r'g
1899 19 B 5 17 3 ¥ 1ol 33
1900 o 1 1 3 5 g 28 43 14
el -] 3 1 ] g 1o 23 52 10
1902 0 12 2 7 8 a 10 57 18
19o3 o ] o i a [ [/ 18 "5

and some cbservations thereon will be found later in the Report.

In this Table the only diseage that does not show a substantial reduction is Enteric Fever






INFECTIOUS DISEASES NOTIFICATION ACT.
The following Motifications were received during the year :—

Parish. Small.Pox, pone  Diphtheia. Erpiphs.  Goonic  Comtimsed o
Strood & Frindsbury ... 1 25 1 20 3o o s
St. Margarets ... o a5 17 I5 14 1 135
St Nicholas ... o o 4 1 3 1 [ g
Chatham Intra... o o o o 1 0 1

Totals ... 1 L1 L] 38 4 1 2232
From this it is seen that the Medway division furnishes 145 Notifications and Strood 57,

The fellowing Table shews from whence the Notifications come and the average for 10 yaars :—

Medway. Sitrood. Tatal.

1803 167 Vea 157 324
1894 192 o 223 415
1895 100 i 183 28y
180q6 aas 152 68 420
1807 198 173 171
12308 175 77 252
18qg 5% 154 2l 423
Igoo ink aa 105 185
:gﬂ[ s win |35 mwa = a7 ams 388 :.I:
[0z s 157 ge 247

Average for years
1893-1902, 150°9 1654 316°3
903 ass wen 45 e was 7 pan pas 2232
SMALL POX,

There was only one case notified during the year and this was a tramp at Streod Union
Workhouse where he was in contact for one night with 16 other persons. He was removed to the
Isolation Hospital, and of the 16 contacts 15 were rewaccinated. The Workhouse premises were
efficiently’ disinfected and no other cases arose.

SCARLET FEVER.,

One hundred and seventeen cases were notified and there were no deaths.

Ninety-seven cases were removed to Hospital.

In rgoz seventy-one cases were notified and forty-two removed.

The Climatic conditions which were so powerful in reducing the general death rate evidently did
not affect the prevalence of Scarler Fever.  Assuming that measures of lsolation and Disinfection were
properly carried out, there are still causes for Scarlet Fever remaining more or less prevalent in Districts
in spite of Climatic influences,  One is compulsory education by which the opportunity for susceptible
children to contract the disease is immensely increased | a second is that the supply of such susceptible
children is fairly constant, and a third is that owing to the change i the character of the disease in recent
years it is highly probable that many cases of Scarlet Fever are of such mildness as to escape diagnosis,
These cases are none the less capable of infecting suzceptible children and of causing in them well marked
attacks of the disease. There are other reasons such as an infected milk supply, but we have had no
reason to suspect this.

A large number of the cases were notified from Borstal and at one time it seemed probable
that St. Matthew's Schools would have to be closed. Aifter careful mvestigation, however, it was
not thought necessary to proceed to such a step.

MEASLES AND WHOOPING COUGH,
There were two deaths from Measles and none from Whooping Cough. In rgesz these two
diseases accounted lor 2o deaths.
Neither of these diseases is at present notifiable, consequently it is impossible o say how
many cases occurred, but since there were so many deaths in 1goa, there was probably a comespondingly
e number of cases, and as an attack of either of these diseases confers immunity to future
attacks of the same disease the number of susceptible children in 1go3 was reduced, An epidemic
of Infections Diseaze in most cases either kills the persons apacked or renders them immune
with the consequence that after such an epidemic very few cases arse until sufficient time has
elapsed for a new generation of susceptible children to be borm and to become exposed to infection.
The object of these remarks is to make it clear that last year's comparative freedom from Measles
and Whooping Cough must not be expected to be maintained under existing conditions of School
management and Sanitary administration.

DIPHTHERIA.

Eighteen cases were notified and there was one death,

Fourteen cases were removed to Hospital,

In 1902 there were forty-one cases and seven deaths.

Diphtheria is a disease more or less controllable by active sanitary measures and by wigilant
care of the food supply, especially milk. An attack does not confer immunity to the same extent
as in the before-mentioned diseases, and speaking gencrally, Diphtheria, together with Enteric Fever
and Diarrheea, may be taken as the most reliable tests of the Samitary condition of a community.
It is then a source of satisiaction o find the incidence of Diphtheria so low and legitimate to

express & hope that it will remain so.






ENTERIC FEVER.

There were forty-six notifications and six deaths,
Twenty-five cases were removed to Hospital,
In 1go2 there were thirty-six cases and three deaths.

Since, in the preceding paragraph, Emeric Fever and Diphtheria have been mentioned as
reliable indicators of the general Sanitary condition of a Distnct, it will seem curious that there have
co-existed more cases of the former disease with fewer of the latter than in 1902, [t has also earlier
in the Report been cloimed that the excessive rain-fall was of great benefit in flushing yards, gullies,
surface drams, &c. This 12 20, but the rain which performed these good services also filled the
cesspools 5o rapidly as to make it beyond our power to empty them immediately on notice.  The
result of this was that constantly throughout the year one had to observe the deplorable spectacie
of cesspools overflowing their crude sewage into vards and the immediate neighbourhood of dwelling
houses. This state of affuirs was, [ think, favourable to giving rise to attacks of Enteric Fever and
iz 10 be cured once and for all by Main Drainage.

Further, | have no doubt whatever that many cases were due to the congsumption of uncooked
shell-fish. Time after time enguiry shewed that the patient had eaten such fish within the incubation
period of the disease. There are numerous sellers of cheap shell-fish in the District, and there is not the
slightest guaraniee that the fish is not sometimes gathered from localities which are highly sewage-

luted, in fact there seems pood reason to believe the contrary. [ suppose by this time every person
in the District, old enough to read, is aware of the danger of eating uncooked shell-fish and consequently
takes his fate into his own hands by so doing.

DIARRHCEA.

There were nine deaths, the lowest number since 1864,  In 1go2 there were sixteen deaths.

Durst and high summer temperature are the two great causes, which raise the Death Rate from
Diarrhoea.  Both of these causes were Iﬂ:lil.‘l“’." abeent during the yusaT,

The dust from roads and footpaths consists very largely of the most disgusting animal filth, and
teo much importance cannot be attached o the making of good roads and their maintenance in a high
state of cleanliness.

PHTHISIS OR CONSUMPTION.

There were thirty-one deaths, four less than in 1go2.

There were more deaths from Phthisis than any other specified disease. Phthisis is a disease
with a long period of high infectivity, and is to a large extent preventible.  Its prevalence is materially
promoted by insanitary conditions of site, dwellings, foed and occupation.  In the 37 years from 1861 to
1808 the eftorts of Sanitary Authorities in removing these insanitary conditions have reduced the prevalence
of Phthisis by about 4o per cent. for males and about 54 per cent. for females, but in addition to these
efforts it is essential to educate the public as to the circumstances favouring individual suspectibility and
the conditions under which the healthy become infected from the sick. [t is obvious that the Sanitary
Authority can do nothing cither in the way of active precantion or in edocation, unless the cases come to
their knowledge, Many arguments against the Compulsory Notification of Phthisis have been advanced,
and some of them are, without doube, very cogent, [ believe, also, such a course 1s not at present
regarded with favour by the Local Government Board. Nevertheless it has been adopted by some
authorities, and whatever individual hardships or apparent hardships it might inflict, there can be no two
opinions that an additional means of fighting Phthisis should be welcomed. It would be the care of the
Sanitary Department to administer any further powers in such a way as to reap the greatest benefit for the
community with the least disturbance of the individual. I therefore beg to recommend that the Voluntary

Wotification of Phihisis be adopted in this District.

HORSES AND CATTLE.

ur. E. Ebbetts, the City Veterinary Inspector, reports that during the year the District has been
quite free from discase of a contagious nature.

FACTORY AND WORKSHOP ACT, rgor

BakeioUsEs — There are twenty-three Bakehouses in the District, none of which are under
ground. This is two less than in 1903, one having been closed as structurally unfit and the other
diverted to other purposes,  They have all been systematically imspected four times and also from time
to time as occasion arose, Their general condition continues to show improvement, but a good deal still
remains to be done, especially in the direction of ventilation.

Facrories axn Workssors. —One hundred and seven have been inspected, and as fifty were
inspected in 190z there should be now one hundred and fifty-seven on the register.  Eight, however, have
recently been struck off owing to removals or structural defects, so the actual number is one hundred and
forty-nine.  One has been entirely reemodelled ; the remainder are in a fairly satisfactory condition and
present no gross sanitary defects.

Two cases of overcrowding have received attention,

Houe Wonk.—Sixty-four premises where out-work is carried on have been examined ; twenty-
three were examined in 1goz, so there are now on the register eighty-seven. They have all been examined
several times during the year and in many cases were found o be dinty.  In each of such instances a
potice was served to cleanse, but it is a very difficult matter to induce these out-workers to keep their

mizes clean. A was the case in 1oz the employers of ont-workers still neglect to forward their lisis
according to the Act.  No case of over-crowding or infectious disease came under notice.






FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.
Analyses performed under the Act during the year,

Bamiples Analysed, Roesule. Action Taken,

| Whisky Adulterated Fined &£z 1fis, 6d.
i Brandy Pure Nil

3 Gin Slightly adulterated .., Cautioned

4 Rum Pure Wil

5 Mltik Adulterated Fined £1 16s. 6d,
[ Milk Pure Nil

1 Milk Adulterated Fined £z 16s. 6d.
& Milk Slightly adulierated ... Cautioned

] Cheese Pure Mil

10 Black Pepper Pure Nil

11 Tea Pure Nil

12 Sugar Pure Nil

13 Vinegar Pure Mil

14 Beeswax Pure Nil

15 Bread Pure Nil

16 Flour Pure Nil

17 Cflive Ol Pure Nil

18 live Oil Pure Nil

19 ass Coffes : ann [}ule auw bi”ll

T . Coflee Pure Nil

21 an Milk Pure Nil

2z Milk Pure Nil

13 Milk Slightly adulterated ... Cautioned

24 Milk Adulterated - Fined £z tos. od.
- Margarine Pure Nil

E-] Margarine Slightly adulteraned ... Cautionead

ay Margarine Pure Mil

25 re Margarine Pure Mil

20 oh Milk Aduvlrerated Fined £z 165 bd.
3o au Alilk Pure Nil

3 Duteh Chesse Pure Nil

32 Dutch Cheese Pure Nil

33 Milk Adulterated Fined £3 165 6d,
34 e Milk o Slightly adulierated ... Cautioned

35 Milk iei Pure Nil

30 Milk Slightly adulterated ... Cautioned

37 Jam Slightly adulterated .. Wil

38 ‘i {;.!-I‘I'I s Slightly adulterated ... MNil

30 ulter Adulterated Fined £2 16s. 6d.
40 o Bunter Adulterated Fined £z ros. 6d.
41 Butter Pure Nil

42 Butter Pure Nil

43 o Milk Adulterated Fined £z o3 od.
44 o Milk i Slightly adulterated ... Cautioned

45 Lime Water Pure Nil

46 i Beeswax Pure i Nil

47 o Gilycerine auE PMure Nil

48 Seidlitz Powder ... Pure Nil

These samples were taken at the rate of four a month. In the future six a month will
be taken as it is the determination of the Authority to put a stop to the grosss adulieration of
milk which the above table reveals. Out of 16 samples taken only g were pure, of the 11 remaining
samples 6 were grossly adulterated and the vendors fined, while the remaining 5 were slightly
aduiterated and the vendors cautioned. This is a state of affairs that should not be tolerated, for
it reveals such an extent of adulteration as must prejudice the health and vitality of those who
consume milk and who are, of course, principally children. In the Report for rgoz it is pointed
out that there were 43 milkshops in the district and an opinion expressed that such a number is
too large. As a result of the prosecutions undertaken last year several of the milkshops have been
closed and I look forward to seeing a further diminution in their number,

DAIRES, COWSHEDS AND MILKSHOPS,
All the Daires and Milkshops are now on a Register,

Eight milkshops have been closed during the year and two added, making a total of
thirty-seven as against forty-three in 1goz.

CowsHeps,—These have been systematically mspected four times and also from time to
time as occasion seemed to require, On the wiml'r: their condition is unsatisfactory, the drainage
of some is good, of others bad, and nearly all are overcrowded with cattle. In no case has it been
observed that any care is taken to wash the cows' teats or the milkers' hands before milking.
Very particular attention is about to be given to the Milk supplies of this district and the Health
Committee will be asked to enforce their Regulations more rigorously than in the past,

SLAUGHTEE HOUSES.

There are eleven Slaughter Houses on the Register and they have been systematically
inspected four times. In addition, many surprise visits have been made at slaughtering times.
One of the worst of the Slaughter Houses has been entirely re-roofed and a much greater regard to
cleanliness induced. The fact remains that most of the Slaughter Houses of the district are entirely
unfit, from either situation or structure, or_both, for the purpose to which they are put, and a
Public Abattoir is a most desirable improvement,






ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.
All have been fumigated as in previous years.
4372 school slates have been sterilized by boiling at the Corporation Depét and returned to the

Schoals.
LOCAL RAINFALL IN i1go3.
The following information was ohtained at the Strood Waterworks, situated in the District.
Momth, Tutal Depth. Greatest fall in 24 hours, Number of davs en which

Inches Digjth, Dhate. ot or more (ell.
]:'tnuary gz 16 4 I
February . I°37 il a7 1o
March 82 45 3 (]
April 157 37 ai Iz
May 207 37 ] 4
June 5rag e ‘oz 13 II
July 468 0 23 15
@uguﬁ vae 3aq L) 14 | 17
September o 5z ] i 1
October aes 305 "54 31 15
November 254 i e R 27 15
December 155 49 i 1z

3157 177

HOUSE TO HOUSE INSPECTION.
.'\Iﬂl'n'l!'. Htrool. Tatal,

Inspected i T2 1483
Re-inapected Bz Gy, 1496
In order ghz 2z fiz4
Defective . 400 450 i 850
Remedied 375 327 702
Outstanding 25 132 157
First Notices and Letters ... 312 183 495
Statuiory Notices ... 71 47 118

The following list shews how far the Housze to Howse Inspection has gunc.{lp to the present.
MEDWAY DIVISION.

No, of Houses . No, of Houses

Bircet. Inspected. Sircel. Tospected.
Bartholomew Square ) Hooper's Road 15
Burritt Street 04 Hooper's Square ... 8
Castle Avenue ... 70 :I-:msaimn Row ... 1k
Catherine Street .. (11 ohn Street 95
Cazenenve Street ... g King Street 110
Clarence Avenne ... 17 Maidstone Road ... 8
Cossack Street ... z3 Miles Place 21
Cross Street T Morden Strect A (T
DelcejRoad 93 Princes Streel (e
Dunning’s Lane .. g Cueen Street i 71
East Row 10 Richard Street .. 40
Garden Place 0 Rochester Avenue T
Garden Row 5 Rose Strect 46
Gravel Walk 13 Thomas Street .. 41 .
Henry Street 46 Union Street 40
Holecombe Road ... 10 Victoria Strect 40
Hooper's Place. ... . 2 Wickham Street ., 51

2 ! T I T - N — -
STROOD DIVISION.
No. af Hesses - Wao. of Hon

Strect, Tmspected, Strect. I:rspecl:d'.h
Albert Street - i Marsh Street 7
Bill Strect Road ... (1] North Street 8
Bowes Bomd 42 Orchard, The 21
Brompton Lane .. 8y Pearson Street 1z
Burgess Foad £ 1l Prentice Street 17
Canal Koad 43 Prospect Avenue .. 18
Flotence Street ... 16 5t Mary's Road ., ih
Friary Place 0 South Eastern Road 36
Frindsbury Road ... 103 Station Road By
Grange Road 75 Tunnel Cottages ... +
Grove Road 52 Vicarage 30
Gun Lane A 34 Victona Street ... 10
High Street e 142 West Street 3
Mayfair ... i 14 Windmill Street ... 37

Total Houses examined :—Medway 1563
Sircod e 118¢
1747

* R ' ; :
D e e e — T —— ]






INFECTIOUS DISEASES, & THE MEASURES TAKEN TO PREVENT THEIR SPREAD

232 cases of Infectious Disease have been notified as against 247 in 1ge2. These 222 cases
were notified from 173 different houses, that is to say 173 separate houses have been formally brought to
the notice of the Department as containing Infectious Disease, A visit was immediately paid to each of
such infected houses, and an examination of the Sanitary arrangements made with the following result.

H I, Mo, with morne Mo, with onl Mo witho

Diisease, Mo, of ' ¥ o, withoal

PR than one defect. one dedect. any defect.
Scarlet Fever = 81 1oy 10 42
Eneric Fever o 44 5 i 0
Diphtheria ,, 2% 16 B i 6
Erysipelas .. 2 33 3 B g
173 o i L

Disinfection was in nearly every case undertaken by the Sanitary Authority and, in all cases. to
its satisfaction. As the District possesses no disinfecting station the Steam Disinfector at St 'ﬁ"illia.,m's
Hospiial is employed.  This is not a good arrangement and I should like 10 see a suitabla siation
established in the City.

NUISANCES REMEDIED DURTNG THE YEAR.

Houses without drainz, or reconstructed. .. we T8
w  provided with new W.C.'s e A3

= o ash pits or dust bin I

. i shooting or repaired P 1 f

w  cleansed and whimwnﬁmd asr B8

w (umigated ... ve 128

n  overcrowded s

» unfit for habitation ... o a
House roofs repaired... e ws 145
Draing, trapped and ventilated e LA
n Fepaired and cleansed ... cee 204

v SLOPPAEE i ... .
»  defective traps removed and teapped stoneware gullies fixed 420

Water closets, substituted for privies ... 23
¥ provided with water supply and flushing apparatus ... 49

3 repaired and cleansed ... was  BE

" defective water fittings to... oo GE
Privies, dangerous and defective structure . B8
o defective pits e 46

w  Cconstructed ... I
Cesspools, insufficient accommodation ... 23
P defective ... s e 43

# unventilaged et . T

i) constructed aes vam mee amw saa 33
Soil-pipes and drains ventilated e 4B
Old pan closets with container and D trap removed vew AT
Urinals altered and repaired ... 9
Sink and other waste pipes disconnected from drains st BB

Stables drained and paved
Yards of dwellings provided with new concrete paving or repaired ... 141

w  and premises in dirty condition ... . 1
Manure removed ... B
Cowsheds, bakehouses and slaughter-houses cleansed - 30
Remove pigs, poultry and other animals G R ¥

Total .. ses 2325

ST. WILLIAM'S HOSPITAL AND SMALL POX ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

Two hundred and seventy-seven cases were admitted during the year, being twenty-seven less
than in 1g9ez. The average admission for the last ten years is 282'3.

ROCHESTER.
Ao, Scarlet Fever, Diphthesia, Enterle Fever. Small Pox. Total.
Under 5 ... iz - 4 I a 27
5 and upwards 75 o 24 1 110
CHATHAM.
ﬂﬂd’l’.‘!ls T ;‘ aue s e 4] san () Sy 37
5 and upwards 53 I 22 z 85
FROM NEIGHBOURING DISTRICTS
Unders ... o o 1 [ o 1
5 and upwards 1 1 5 10 I 13
Totals s IBE zq 58 4 :';_ﬁ-

One case sent in from Chatham as Enteric Fever, but which was Cerebral Meningitis, and died
shortly after admission, is not included in the above figures.






Number of cases from each Disirict :

Rochester .. 137
Chatham % 126
Neighbouring Districts 14
277
The mortality was as follows:
Scarlet Fever I Or '54 percent.
Diphthena aer 3 or 608 percent,
Enteric Fever ... 5 or 84 per cenl
Small Pox xse o

These figures of mortality are all very low,

Although Scarlet Fever is a much less fatal disease than formerly, it must be remembered that
the cases sent into hospital are very largely from the poorest of the population, that is to say amongst
children whose nutrition and general surroundings least fit them to withstand any disease.  “That only one
out of 185 cases should have died is, I think, a remarkable result, and T take this opportunity of express-
glg;ppmcinliun of the professional skill and devotion shewn by the Matron and the whole of the Nursing

tatl.

Omne of the moat troublesome complications with which we have to deal at 51, William's Hospital
is persistent ear and nose discharge, followng Scarlet Fever So long as this discharge continues the
patient, however well otherwise, cannot be considered free from Infection, and consequently cannot be
sent home, [ believe that thiz trouble is very largely due to the fact that we have no means of exercising
the patients in the apen air except in the finest weather, and it would T am sure be a wise and economic
proceeding 1o construct an asphalte or concrete court, on which the convalescent patients could take
exercise at all times except when it was actually raining,

Average number of days detaimed in Hospital—

Scarlet Fever - 573
Diptheria - - 253
Enteric Fever - 43

ENTERIC FEVER AND SHELL FISH,

Of the 38 cases of Enteric Fever received into Hospital 13 gave a history of having eaten
uncooked shell fish within the incubation period of the disease.  This does not necessarily prove that the
disease was caused by the shell fish, but in the majority of the cases [ am convinced, by a system of close
questioning, that the shell fish must be held to be responsible.  Further observations on this matter are
made in the eatlier part of the repor.

The new buildings are completed and on the point of being furnished. The Hospital will then
be free, I hope, of any risk of overcrowding, a point of the utmost importance in dealing with Infectious
Disease,
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Tane III. ROCHESTER DISTRICT.
Cages of fafections Direase nofified dwring the Year rpo;,
Cases Notified in Wikale Iistricr, T‘i:-‘n'_‘l-'lj‘*‘_-‘-_fi"""'l W r«dl‘f.'lilfrpﬁ:{-..ml
e ;| i Ml Jle B R A
Netifiablo Disease. e | = | . Gl s ¥ = g ._" g
T T e B S R
: |3 | : il = B 5 “
i | = =
Small-pox 5 1 | 1 i 1
Chealera g ‘
Driphtheria - 1§ |l = & 2 1 17 i 13
Membranoas Uroup 1 ] : i
Erysipelas s 3 [ 1 1 5 2l ! " 18 20
Bcarlet Fever | fug I 30 M [ 1 | 0 13 B 17
Typhiss Fever % |
Enteric Fever o 4 2 9 | 13 22 16 i ] 1
Relapsing Fever ! | ! l
Coptinued Fover .. i 1 L
Pecrperal Fever .. |
Plague = |
=i S | = I- =
Totals . e -1 3 40 | 101 20 | 52 f 145 77 100 37
Tanie IV, ROCHESTER DISTRICT.
Cuseses of, and Ages af, Death during Year rpos.
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Diphtheria & Membranous Croup Il 1 ! 1 | | f | :
Enteric Fever i e f i [ i | 5 | L) ’
Epidemic influcnza i | = ' R 2
Marrheea LL - [ g, 6 I 3 I | | i | 3
Enieritis 1 = h| 2 | | ] T F
Other segtic discascs . T4 |2 1| 2| 3 5 T 7 I 24
Phthisis .. i e lan | o] w| =] % | 18 i; iy io
Citheer tubercular diseases o I 13| 4 I 6| 3| I (1] ] 6
Cancer, malignant disease 25 | [ L LH IS e
Bronchitis .. e 28 | bl 3 4| 15 I 18 3
Preumonia s = izl 4 81 1 8 9 i
Other diseases of Respiratory organs 4| = | o ! 1 2 2 1
Alcobrlism, Cirrhosis of liver o 4 4 3 I 3 |
Vienercal discases “ - 2 1 .I 1 | I F] 2
Fremature birth i en (13 ] 03 | ) &
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Heart discasos s e | 1| 2] 16| 0 IT ! 4 15
Accidenta |, . ' 1 1 L) I b L
Suoicides e - - 4 :I 4 4 1
Apoplesy .. e - e 1 41 B = S| E
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Report as to Port Sanitary District.

Hearti DEPARTMENT,

GuioHaL,, RocHESTER.

To e CHAlRMAN AND MeMeiks oF THE PorT Saximaey CoaMiTrEE.
GENTLEMEN,

I have the horour to lay before you a Report of the Sanitary Work performed during the
year 1903,
The Vessels entering the Port were as follows :
Foreion Trape :—

British Steam 4 Sailing 03
Foreign Steam w4l Sailing T
83 184
Coastivg TraDE :—
Britizh Steam e Sailing i a0y
Foreign Steam 20 Sailing f
730 26
Total Steam ...  Sz1. Total Sailing... iee 4R
The following were also boarded by the Sanitary Inspector and his Assistant :—
“."lfgl,'i EEE i sas :ili-g-
Canal Boats £73
Lighters ... 27
Fishing Boats {1
Water Boats 2
2787
Total number of vessels inspected ... gabi
In rgoz the total number was 3510
In 1go1 o 3124

Numerr avp NATIONALITY oF VESSELS :—
British, 3903 ; Norwegian, 54; Danish, 28 ; German, 30 ; Swedish, 8 ; Russian, 10; Dutch, 16 ;
French, g ; Spanish, 3. Total, 4o61.

CANAL BOATS' ACTS, 1877 AND 1384

NaME axp Appress oF InspecroR (—Hewky Evaxs, 84, Westox Roan, Stroon, ROCHESTER.
Remuneration, 24 per annum.
The Inspector is on the River |:||1||_'|.'II and overhauls the boats when he comes across them.
These boats are chiefly employed in earrying coals from ship to whart in the Medway River, and very

seldom leave the District.
No boats have been detained during the year.

Number of new boats registered . 1
Mumber of boats re-registered owing to :;lru-n:tnm] 1lh.rnuun =]
Number of boats re-registered for other reasons 3
Number of boats registered at December 31st, 1903 e 25O
Number of women on boats mspected ... R
Number of children between 5 and 12 o
Mumber of children under g 4
Number of boats inspected R L
Number of boats conforming to Acts and RLLHIEIJGI‘IS wea iyl
Number of boats with one or more infringements ... )
Total number of infringements o o P i

Number of infringements remedied ... wee TEZ






CLASSIFIED LIST OF INFRINGEMENTS.

Absence of Certificate, Act 77, Sec. 3 ... 1
Certificate not identifying owner with boa e 1
Marking. Act 77, Sec. 3 R
Cleanliness. Reg. 1) CEE T
Light and Ventilation. Reg. 3 S
Dilapidated. Reg. 11 ... _. g
Deefective fleors and bulkheads g
Bilges to cleanse 3
Sleeping berths 1o limewas 1
Defective skyhights and scuttles -
No proper water vessel 3
No proper sleeping berths ... 3
Leaky decks causing wet berths o 2
Food cupboards to limewash 7

Total number of infringements 114

GENERAL SANITARY WOREK OF THE PORT,

Vissels Sreecially Boarpep By THE MEDicai OFFiCEk oF HEALTH o3 ACCOUNT OF SIcKNess on
COMPLAINTS MADE,

April 2nd.—Barge * Marjorie,"—Mate removed from his home suffermg from Small-pox. The barge
was thoroaghly disinfected fore and aie.  Some old beds and dirty clothes were destroyed
by bumming. ‘Ihe drinking water tanks and cooking utensils were disinfected and afterwards
cleansed. T'he information respecting the infection of this barge reached me while she was
lying within the District of a neighbouring Authority and the steps detailed above should
have been taken by that Authority. As this Authonty did not act we made it our business
to do what was necessary directly the barge came into our Districe,

September 2ist.—DBarge * Adtive."—This barge was lying off Anchor Wharf at Chatham Dockyard.
I received information from the Admiral Superimendent that there was a case of suspicious
sickness on board and immediately visived the barge. 1 found a passenger on board
suffering from Small-pox. He was at once removed to S5t William's Hospital and the
contacts, two in number, put on board the “Elk"” and re-vaccinated. With regard to the
disinfection of the barge the same steps as detailed in the above case were taken. No
further cases of Small-pox arose in either instance.

February zoth.—Schooner *° Elizabeth Llewellyn™ from Patras s Whitstable.—Captain  reported
leaving a seaman in Hospital, complaint unknown. The crew were inspected and found
to be all well. Az a precaution the vesiel was disinfected.

March 18th,—Barge * Rescue” from London.—Complaints were made as to the cargo causing a
nuisance. On investigation the complaints were found to be without sufficient foundation,
Movember 23rd.—Schooner * Reaper® from Fowey., The mate was found dead in his berth, Under
the Coroner's orders [ subsequently made a post mortem examination and found the cause
of death to be ** Ruptured Aortic Aneuorism.”
28 cases of sickness came under notice on board vessels in the river. In each case a
private doctor was advised or the patient removed to Hospital,

The cases were:—Accidents, 3; Influenzal Catarrhs, 4; Rheamatism, 1o; Tumeur, 1;
Phthisis, 1; Tonsillitis, 1; Disordered Liver, 1; Blood Poisoning, 1; Influenza, 1; Heart Discase, 2;
Bright's Disease, 1; Small-pox, 1.

There was no infections disease other than the Influenza and Small-pox mentioned above.

Passkncers.—30 passengers reached the Por.  With the exception of the Small-pox case in the
barge © Active" they were all clean and in good health,

Carcors,—Cargoes of Grain, Flour, Potatoes, Sugar, Fruit and Fish were examined and found o be in
sound condition,

Vissers Frod CHolkka ok Pracuk ixrecrep Porr.—]January gth, ss.  Nentwater ” arrived from
Alexandra,  May 7th, =5 * Joseph Davies " amived from Alexandra, These vessels were
immediately boarded by me, and their crews physically examined. ‘The vessels were thoroughly
disinfected throughout, and their drinking water tanks emptied, disinfected, cleansed and renilled
from this Port.

Warew Boars—There are two of these employed in supplying ships with water for drinking purposes.
One boat has four iron Tanks, the other three; each tank holding about 50 gallons, The
water supplied to these boats is from one or other of the two public water works of the City.
The Tanks are cleansed four times a year, and have been inspected fourteen times during 1903.

Hoserrat Smir * Eug."— During the year the “ Elk " has from time to time made o lot of water.  This
has entailed pumping at least once a day, and as many of the leaks as could be located have
been repaired by vour Inspector. The Ward Room and the Caretakers Room have been
distempered and the Kiwchen paimted. Tune Deck Houses have been very damp, owing
principally to the wet seasons.  The outside planking of the Ward Room or After Deck House
i rotten and has been covered from time to tme with felt and tar.  The felt and tar is now also
rotten, and the outside planking so rotten that it will not hold any more nails. This planking
ought to be removed, renewed and refelted.  Unless this is done it is impossible to keep the
Ward Room dry. The Elk is in fact a large unwicldy vessel, rapidly decaying, and not very
suitable for the purpose to which she is put. It would be worth the while of the Committee
to consider the advisability of selling her and buying a smaller, handier, and more suitable
viessel






The following Table shews the number of notices served by the Port Sanitary Inspector during the
year, on vessels other than Canal Boats, and the Nuisances met and dealt with.

Foreign. Coxsi. Barges. Todal.

ety cabing or forecastles to cleanse . i z8 61 5T 146
paint or Ilmcwa.ﬁh i 5 26 10 41

Del'ecnv: light m v:a‘tnns or furenastles e 5 vE o o 4 7
o vemtilation ,,,, 1o 4 o 14

of holds o z o 2

LLa'Ir.]r decks, causlng wet berths & I g 20 3o
Drinking water casks or tanks to cleanse .. . S5 I a3 19 72
condemned o 4 o 4

Deiecmn. bu]khmdf», ailumng effluvia from cargo o ent:l‘ cabin ::lr furﬂ:a.sl:]u 2 5 5 1z
Insufficient slesping accommodation .s 3 1 2 &
i water storage ; o 3 1 4

To pravide stores lor cabin or I'ur{-c-a.stlr: -0 o 4 4 3
To cleanse hammocks or bedding o . o g 3 iz
To remove ship's stores from crew space o 5 3 &
o pamnt lockers from forecastle -] z 5

W. C's o cleanse and disinfect i3 .;t: [+ o
Peaks and lazarettes to cleanse and hmzwash ) [ @ [
Side scuttles and deck prisms to refit . 5 55 ¥ g3 o ho
Bilges to cleanse and Lﬁsinﬂxt A - i v 4 z 23 2n
Iron decks over berths to line .. - o es o z o z
Defective oors in cabing or forecastles .. i o 4 q 13
Hawse pipes leaky in forecastles i i [+] 3 O 3
Leaky paul bits and windlass bits wh o 20 o 10
Food cuﬂhmms to cleanse, ventilate, or limewash .. 18 i I 43
Defective W.C.'s, pans or fittings i s 2 0 o 1z
Cable stages to cleanse or limewash . i ! 4 o L]
Harness casks to cleanse . I z o 3
Bow lockers to cleanse and ||mr:wash o 2 o 2
Diirty old clothes destroyed (burnt) 2 2 X 7
Defective scuppers in forecastle e 5 I ] & 7
n  skylights ; o e 3o 3o
Dirty old beds destroyed | 1:--urm1 3 g 5 Ly
Dilapidated cabins in lurm:a.s-tle.s o 14 o o 3 3
Sleeping berths to paint or limewash 25 e 4 e 9 29
Accumulation of rubbish to remove and burn o 3 o 3
Overcrowding % - =% [ o z z
Vessels fumigated o o 2 2

Totals 11y 357 255 739
All the notices except nine were complied with,

Medical Inspection at Shecrness :—
Vessels Inspocied. Not Inspected.
1903 210 53
1goz. 200 55

I beg to remain, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
SIDNEY PRITCHETT.






