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To the Chairman and Members of the Health
Committee of the County Borough of Rochdale.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the health conditions
in the County Borough of Rochdale and on the work of the Public Health
Department for the year 1959,

The Registrar General's estimate of the population has again fallen, but
this year only by 200 persons. The number of births exceeded the number of
deaths by the very narrow margin of 19. There was an unfortunate increase
in the infantile mortality and stillbirth rates. In neither regard was it possible
to reach any useful opimion as to cause. The increase in stillbirths was the more
serious and the figure of 59 is the highest recorded for a very long time. Both
domiciliary and hospital cases were affected and them authority was
equally unable to offer a useful explanation or even a cl tion of the cases.

The continuously rising level of longevity in the town has been remarked
upon very frequently. The various factors which this carries with it in respect
of the social services continued to operate during the year.

Reference is made to the commencement and development of the Da
Hospital Scheme at the old Infectious Diseases Hospital. By the end of the year
the scheme was showing itself a success and of benefit to the hospital se;
and to the persons concerned. It had the effect, however, of i
regular burdens on the Ambulance Service, which had to be augmented.

The Joint Committee for Children Neglected or Ill-treated in their own
Homes has now been in operation for nine years and continues to do useful
co-ordinating work. The number of new cases fortunately is tending to f: Jj
off and the type of case is less severe than in earlier days. Once again no case ¢
physical cruelty was reported to the Committee. The summary would appear |
to be that Rochdale’s hard core of problem families consists of ten families which
require continual superv ision by varying numbers of officers employed in social

~services. OQutside this group the majority referred to the Committee belong |
rather to the class of families with problems. These tend to clear up quite |
quickly under intensive work. 1

For some years now deaths from motor accidents have been included in th
Chief Causes of Death Table as ‘a significant risk of the present genmﬁon’
This opinion has been well established by a recent report from the London Trans
port Executive indicating that road fatalities have out-numbered Tuberculosi
Diabetes and Peptic Ulcer, and that they are fifteen times as numerous as thos
due to Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and Poliomyelitis combined.

The evidence in this report of differences in fatality rates in certain areas
and in certain age groups and habit groups, indicates that there are preventab :
factors. It has been suggested that ‘people drive as they live’ and it may '-:5:
be that prevention will follow study of social and temperamental qualities.
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Road safety is the concern of everyone. Further th
such matters as the effect on the driver of certain dru
the application of the existing knowledge that alcohol is r ble for a consid-
erable proportion of road accidents; car design and safet .fa.ctcrs, road design
and lighting, to mention but a few of the obvious ones. N -

{ w ll'l COmInon use;

: Reference is made in the text to the increasing burdens upon the Ambulance
Service. 1945 was the first full year of ambulance running by the Public Health
Department. In that year five ambulances with 22 driver/attendants made
4,368 patient-carrying journeys, totalling 29,380 miles. By 1949 a further
ambulance and one dual-purpose vehicle had been added to the fleet and in that

10,508 journeys, totalling 72,198 miles, were undertaken in carrying 11,850
]:latlmts In this last vear 22 drwer,fa.ttenda.nts using five ambulances, one
sitting case car and three dual purpose vehicles, transported 30,489 patients
114,935 miles.

This would clearly seem to represent a much improved production rate,
the term in the ordinary industrial sense, but does it reflect an improvement
m the health of the public!

It is disappointing to have to record that this year fourteen years after the
end of World War I1, there are still 5,077 houses in the Borough which are regard-

- ed as sub-standard. Progress in this direction seems to be very slow indeed,

-

whether by the procedure of condemnation of individually unfit houses or by
Clearance Area procedure. It may be true that some of the worst problems
from the point of view of life and health have disappeared, but there still remains
this larger problem of unsnitable out-moded houses short of amenities.

The plan for clean air over Rochdale entered a new stage in May when the
Health Committee agreed on a phased programme of specified smoke control
areas in the next five years and on a proposal to cover the whole of the Borough
in twelve years’ time. In fact, the first smoke control area was confirmed in
June to come into operation in September, 1960.

Now comes the concluding paragraph of formal thanks to the many people
who made the year’'s work possible, or more useful, or smoother in operation.
The staff of the Department was subjected to more than usual changes during
the year, nevertheless there was little evidence of loss of continuity.

The Department has continued to receive the co-operation of individual

- members of the Committee and the support of the Committee as a whole.

’

I have the honour to be,

Your obedient Servant,

VPl Snsnes

— T

Medical Officer of Health.

30th August, 1960.



6

STATISTICS

Year ended 31st December, 1959.

Area (in acres) ... Sk 9,556
Registrar-General’s Estimate of Pﬂpulatmn rmd-ycar 1959 84,690
Number of Inhabited Houses (Census 1951) ... e 29,426
Number of Houses on Corporation Estates at December, 1959. ... 7,568
Number of Houses on Corporation Estates at December, 1958. ... 7,141
Estimated sum represented by a Penny Rate ... £4,270
Rateable Value ... ... £1,068 848
Estimated expenditure on Hea.lth Semces prnwded for by rates ... £124,395

Total M. F.

Live Births—Legitimate 1,259 631 G28
Illegitimate 90 (6.7%*) 45 (6.7%*) 45 (6.7%*)

1,349 676 673

* Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births

Birth-rate per 1,000 of estimated population 159
Still-Births—49 Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births T 35.1
Total Live and Still-Births ... 1,398

Total M. F.
Deaths 1,330 695 635

Death rate per 1,000 of estimated population 157

Deaths from Maternal Causes—2.
Rate per 1,000 total (live and still births) 14
Death rate of Infants under one year of age (39 deaths)
All infants per 1,000 live births ... god 29
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate hve hlrths (35)... 28
[llegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births (4) 44
Neo-Natal Deaths— 23 Rate per 1,000 total (live and still births) 16.4
Deaths Rate per 1,000 of population
Cancer (including Leukaemia and
Aleukaemia ... e 200 2.36
Tuberculosis (all forms) ... 6 0.07

= -
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VITAL STATISTICS

Population

The Registrar General's estimate of the population as at mid-year 1959 is
84,690. This compares with the mid-vear estimate of 84,890 in 1959 and the
1951 Census figure of 88,429, and is less than the population of the town as
constituted in 1903. During 1959 there was a decrease in births and an increase
in deaths, giving a narrow margin of births over deaths of precisely 19 persons.

Live Births

The live birth rate was equal to 15.9 per 1,000 of the estimated population.
The figure for the previous year was 16.5. For the ten years 1949-58 the average
‘birth rate was 15.1 per 1,000.

- The proportion of illegitimate births was greater than the previous figure,
90 this year as compared with 81 last year, representing 6.7%, of the total births.
In the last six years the figure has varied between 549, and 6.7%,.

Still Births

: There were 49 still births recorded as against 35 in 1958, this being the
‘highest figure recorded since 1948. The average for the preceding five years was
34 still births. An analysis of the cases, both domiciliary and hospital, failed
;u provide any definite conclusion as to the cause of this increased mortality

~ Infant Mortality

There were 39 deaths registered under one year of age, equal to a mortality
rate of 29 per 1,000 live births registered, compared with 32 deaths and a mort-
‘ality rate of 23 in 1958. The lowest figure ever recorded for the County Borough
‘was 21 deaths in 1955, equal to a rate of 17 per 1,000 live births.

The biggest factor in this increased number of deaths is the group ‘Other
Causes’, which has risen from eight in 1958 to seventeen this year. It is obviously
‘extremely difficult to draw any deductions from classifications of this type.

- Table I (Page 78) shows comparative figures for Infantile Mortality in the
;Borough.

o

- Premature Births

The following Table which sets out the fate of 106 Rochdale children who
“were prematurely born during the year is of continuing interest. The figures in
this Table do not coincide with those given elsewhere as deaths during the year
due to prematurity. They are, however, strictly comparable with the Tables
given in the Report for the last few years.

b

1 &
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From this list certain diseases which have appeared for many years have
been dropped, because they have ceased to be significant. On the other hand,
Motor Accidents and All Other Accidents have been added as now significant
groups and significant risks of the present generation.

Table I Appendix (Page 78) shows comparative mortality rates and birth
rates during the past ten years, while Table IT Appendix (Page 79) shows the age
and sex distribution, and the causes of deaths in 1959, )

The following Table shows the tremendous change which has taken place

in the expectation of life during the last forty yvears. It will be noted that no
really significant percentage of deaths now occurs below the age of 45 years.

Percentage of Deaths in year groups, distributed according to age at death

Age Group 1917 | 1927 | 1937 | 1947 | 1959
Under 15 years gl 14 6 9 +4
15—45 years ... B B ¢ 13 13 6 5
45—65 years ... o] 2B 33 32 24| 2811
65 years and over ... R 40 49 60 | 68

Respiratory Diseases

This group of diseases caused 193 deaths as compared with 161 in 1958 and
149 in 1957. Bronchitis caused 102 deaths (85), Pneumonia 84 (65) and other
respiratory affections 7 deaths (11).  Of these, 69%, occurred in persons 65 years
old or over. L

Cancer

Deaths classified to this cause (including Leukaemia and Aleukaemia) and
shown in the age groups below number 200 (males 106, females 94), as against
201 in the previous year. ' .
Total Under 15-44 4564 65 years
deaths 15 years  years years and nwr

Year 1959 ... 200 — 10 83 107
Year 1958 ... 204 — 13 82 109

The activities of the Manchester Committee on Cancer in the educational ﬁekl
continued in the area throughout the year, Statistics as to work done and
achieved are not published for the separate areas.
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This service by itself makes a significant contribution to keeping individuals
ambulant or even working. It is also interesting to note that 1,436 out of the
same total were patients over the age of 65 and they absorbed 48,071 visits during
the year, or 559 of the total visits.

The Department had occasion to be very grateful to the nurses for their
| assistance at the end of the year during a crisis in the staffing of the Midwifery
Section.
At every Committee meeting letters continue to be presented expressing
the appreciation of patients and relatives for the skill of the nurses and the
‘helpful attitude of the staff as a whole.

The Association has through the Chairman and a member of the Executive
| Committee had representation on the North Western Federation for the Queen’s
Institute of District Nursing. This representation together with attendances
at Refresher Courses and Conferences of the Matron keeps the service up to date
with all modern advances.

During the year seventeen condidates completed their training at the
Nurses’ Home.

MORBIDITY

The Department continues to receive from the Manager of the Local Office

of the Ministry of National Insurance a weekly return of the figures of new claims

| to sickness benefit. There has been no change in the form of the records which

| are still unanalysed and still cover an area which includes the postal districts of
itworth and Milnrow, as well as Rochdale itself.

1 From mid-January to early March there was an increase in illness mainly
" due to Influenza. Otherwise, the curve followed the usual seasonal trends.
" It is again noteworthy that in spite of the complete dis-similarity between the

two years from the point of view of weather, the sickness curves for the two
| years followed each other meticulously.

UNEMPLOYMENT

I am indebted to the Manager of the Rochdale Employment Exchange for
. information regarding the state of unemployment in Rochdale and the adjoining
districts of Wardle, Whitworth and Milnrow.

, The average number of unemployed persons on the register during the year
‘ended 31st December, 1959, was as follows:— Men 665, Women 466, making a
total of 1,131. The corresponding figures in 1958 were Men 735, Women 861,
totalling 1,596
I am also informed that in the middle of 19359 there were approximately
31,148 insured persons (28,092 Men, 20,308 Women and 2,748 Juveniles) in
employment in the area.
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AMBULANCE SERVICE e el
s W haek
At the end of the year the fleet comprised five ambulances, one sitt 2
car and three dual-purpose vehicles, together with a car hired thr
Hire Service of the Corporation for midwifery and general duties. ;p;g
ambulance considered necessary by the Ambulance Sub-Committee
end of 1958, was delivered and brought into service on the 4th May. In Oc
a further Dennis ambulance was brought into service, intended as
of the Morris purchased in July, 1952. Because of the mm_inl:hp n
Day Hospital cases, and the desirability of having more vdndﬁ;t a
carrying a higher number of patients, it was decided that a ‘
Bedford Spurmobus be placed on order for delivery in 1960, mﬂmﬁ
delivered the Morris ambulance shall be converted into a mtﬁng-w

deal primarily with the Day Hospital cases. =i 'H:

The personnel consisted of one Ambulance Officer, 22 Ihwu'fﬂ
and two Telephonists. Also on account of the increasing number of I
cases, it was decided to appoint an additional Ambulance Driver and this
in process at the end of the year. During the year Mr. Osbaldeston
after 14 years' service with the Corporation. Mr. H. Down was appoint
his place and took up duties on the 4th May, having previously sarwd
Ambulance Service, Denbighshire County Council at Wrexham, and
Nottingham City Council.

l : BOROUGH COUNTY AND (
1 .ﬁ.ll.'l.hﬂ- .ﬁ;

‘Ambulances D.P. Vehicle | S.C. Cars lances | Vehicle |

1959 | 1958 | 1959 | 1958 | 1959 | 1958 1959 1958/1959) :
PATIENTS .
Emergenc ...l 1663 1444 197) 309 141 180] .. i, K o =
Ordinary Removals| 17326 12069 8791| 8178/ 2350 2752/ 6| 5| 8
Other Persons ... 339 121] 10052/ 11213 1919{ 3012 - o4 o
Totals ... .| 19328 13634 19040 19700 4410/ 5944| 8 6 8 1|

v Y
MILEAGE : '
Removals... ... 63494 51987 32021| 34540| 19163( 21531| 05| 44| 65 5|
General Trans. ...| 425 20 0049, 8590| B8344| 9719 -~ - o
Lost ]ﬂumn:nl} D, EIH' 573 656, 498 789 ﬂ;l - 6 -
Midwifery .. i 02| 35| 24| 720( 6619 6773 o ~f = !
Tl i ¥ i) maw] 52615 42650 44348 34915 33664 95| 50, 65 8|
CALLS : {0
Total Calls ...l 12708] 10169 6324 6490 4168 4258/ 8 8 I
Transmitted by B! B

Radio ... .. 6993 5278| 2366 2s21l 5701 871 U 2 = g
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In the preceding table the definition of ‘Other Persons’ and ‘Patients’ has the
same meaning as in previous years.

During the past year ambulances removed 18,997 patients, involving 63,589
miles; the dual-purpose vehicles removed 8,996 patients, involving 32,086 miles;
the sitting-case cars removed 2,496 patients, involving 19,260 miles; and 12,310
| other persons were transported, involving, together with general transport,
27,729 miles.

The number of emergency removals during the year showed an increase of
5,547 patients over the previous year, but a decrease of 2,036 other persons
transported occurred. In all 3,511 more persons were carried during 1959 than
in the previous year, with a corresponding increase in the mileage amounting to

6,900.

The demands on the ambulance service continue to increase, and in addition
to the Premature Baby Clinics, the Day Hospital scheme was introduced and has
developed. The scheme commenced in May with two persons daily and by
Aungust was involving 14/16 persons.

The number of journeys to Manchester hospitals and other destinations
outside the Borough increased considerably during the vear. 1,413 patients,
involving 22,128 miles, were conveyed, as against 469 patients, involving 7,792
miles in 1958,

Following the same formula as in previous years, we find that during 1959
the average number of miles per patient was 3.3 as against 4.75, 4.6 and 4.1 in
1956, 1957 and 1958.

During the year a greater number of patients have been conveyed by rail.
It is on record that from the 9th May to the end of the year, 49 patients were
conveyed in this manner to 14 different destinations, ranging from Hebden Bridge
to London, Skegness, Southport, Buxton, etc. It is estimated that these
arrangements saved ambulance mileage amounting to some 2,535 miles. One
patient was transported by long distance bus service from Manchester to
Chesterfield.

During the year the Ambulance Sub-Committee considered the staffing of the
service and recommended the appointment of working Shift Leaders.

During the year a team entered for the National Ambulance Competition and
competed in the eliminating regional contest held in Victoria Park, Southport,
in June. The Rochdale team was unsuccessful in reaching the final, but came
in fifth in the competition.

22 drivers entered for the National Safe Driving Competition and 18 qualified.
One driver was unable to qualify because of absence through sickness and,
therefore, received exemption.
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| Maternity and Child Welfare

. Notification of Births—Public Health Act, 1936

' There were 1,357 births notified, all by midwives, as belonging to Rochdale.
. This figure includes 839 occurring at Birch Hill Maternity Home and 54 in other
[ hospitals, which have been classified to Rochdale.

b
Health Visitors

At the beginning of the year there were six Health Visitors and one full-
time Clinic Nurse. One of the Health Visitors left us in July and one who left
! last year come back in May. A Student Health Visitor joined us on the 29th
I June, 1959. To help the Health Visitors in routine work and visiting, a full-
| time Clinic Nurse was appointed on the 5th October, 1959. After the appoint-
- ment of the second Clinic Nurse, the Clinic work was shared between the two
tNurses and the remaining time was spent visiting under the guidance of the

Health Visitor. At the end of the year we had seven Health Visitors and two
| full-time Clinic Nurses. This left us with three Health Visitors short.
i
i The Health Visitors continue to spend most of their time visiting children
| under five years of age, but the under one year olds and problem families were
. given priority. The Health Visitor’s help, advice and assurance is particularly
| important in cases where mothers do not attend the Clinics and where the mother
. is worried in case she does something wrong. This is especially so with the first
- baby of an elderly mother.
l The Health Visitors also attend fourteen sessions at the Infant Wellare
" Clinics and four sessions at the Ante-natal Clinics each week. One of them
‘attends Birch Hill Hospital and makes a round of the Children’s Pavilion and
Maternity Unit one morning each week, and this same Health Visitor attends a
Paediatric Clinic at Smith Street Children's Out-patient Clinic on Wednesday
afternoons.

_ There is a Clinic each month for premature babies born at home and this is
staffed by Health Visitors. One Health Visitor goes to the Ante-natal Relaxation
Class every week to give instruction to the expectant mothers.

The Health Visitors attend the four Nursery Schools to inspect the children

for cleanliness and head infestation. They also attend with the Medical Officer

. every three weeks when medical inspections are carried out and take part in

the discussions about the attendances and well-being of the children. We

wanted to start doing hearing and sight testing for all children attending Nursery

Schools. Unfortunately, due to the lack of proper premises, we could only do
sight testing for the children leaving Nursery School.
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The following Table will show the way in which the Health Visitor spends
her time:— :

1959

Primary visits to births in, | wma o een
Primary visits to stillbirths ... 40
Subsequent visits to infants under 1 vear ... ... 4,762
Subsequent visits to young children 1-2 years -
Subsequent visits to young children 2-5 vears ... 5,369
Ante-natal cases —
Maternal and infant deaths 32
Infectious diseases 287
Incomplete visits R

Totals o 15,705
Ante-natal and post-natal clinics ... 284
Child welfare clinics ... 847
Nursery schools 85

Totals - 16,921

There is a big decrease in the total number of visits compared with las
vear and quite a marked increase in incomplete visits, which makes the numb
of total successful visits 3,081 less than last year. This can be partly expl:
by the increase in the number of clinics attended by Health Visitors by 193 o
last year.

As last vear, we had Preliminary Training School and final vear Nurses fr
Birch Hill Hospital to visit the Infant Welfare Clinics and observe the w
the Health Visitor. The Health Visitors have been very co-operative in t:
these students on to their districts and into people’s homes.

The Health Visitors have also taken part in the preparation of Nurser;
Nurses for their N.N.E.B. examination and six lectures have been carried out for
the St. John Ambulance Brigade.

Child Welfare Centres

The total number of new patients attending the Child Welfare Clinics th
year, with few variations, is nearly the same. There is an increase of 666 in
total attendances of children compared with last year’s figures, but a ma
decrease of children examined by Medical Officers. Attendance of childre
under one year has increased, but attendances have fallen between the ages of one
to two vears. There is a marked increase of attendances at Baillie Street Clinic
(Wednesday). Arrangements for the Norden Clinic are the same as last yea
and we are still waiting for larger premises for the Kirkholt Clinic. Work has
started at the new clinic site and we expect to have better premises soon. '
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The following Table shows the attendances at the Clinics during 1959;—

éqazgﬁ Tntalf gﬁtﬂl P Aﬁ:ﬁiiaagnﬂce I'-P'[t::l.ig:I
Centre admitted g e per exa;nin-
, UG |ert ] 12 s [ 25 e | EIRIC | ations
" (a) Baillic Street T
* (Thursday) 140 | 1,497 381 394 | 45 (51) 836
~ (b)*St. Luke’s .| 213 | 2,904 461 739 | 43 (46) | 1,482
| (c)*St. Clement’s ...| 130 | 2,306 521 708 | 36(36) | 1,323
(d) Baillie Street
. *(Wednesday) ... 154 | 2,170 354 491 | 60 (49) | 1,125
' (e) *Castlcton e | 2180 507 | 1,015 | 38(33) | 1,123
h_; (f) Norden ... | T 748 185 222 | 27 (24) 324
(@) Baillic St. {Fnday} 80 | 754 133 129 | 21 (18) 597
~(h) Bamford ... ... 6 52 16 56 | 10 (13) 28
.:{i} Kirkholt ... ...| 113 | 1,184 279 622 | 21 (21) 664
BEEEtals .. ...| 1018 |13795 | 2837 | 4376 | — 7,502
iﬂurresponding
~ Figures 1958 .| 1,028 |12,939 | 3,037 | 4,366 o 8,382
~ * Two Clinic Sessions per week. t Figures in brackets are for 1958

Dr. Barker continued to do two sessions at the Clinics each week. These

- were reduced to one on the 24th November when Dr. Thakre took over St.

- Clement’s Clinic. In September Dr. Ginever took over from Dr. Cauchi the

- St. Luke’s, St. Clement’s and Norden Clinics, while Dr. McKenzie has continued

with Castleton and Baillie Street Clinics. The Medical Officers from Birch Hill

'Hospital have also been kind enough to relieve for holidays and sickness.

1 The work at the Clinics mainly consists of vaccinations and immunisations,

advice to mothers on different problems and the examination of new babies.

Mothers who do not want to see the Clinic Doctor will have their children weighed

“and usually buy baby food, cod liver oil and orange juice. We started doing
combined injections for Whooping Cough, Diphtheria and Tetanus in June.

We still find it hard to persuade mothers to have their children vaccinated

- against Smallpox. It seems it is mostly the fathers who make the objections,

since they remember the effects it had on themselves. Vaccination against

Poliomyelitis is done at all the Clinics and is well accepted by all parents. We
also started Poliomyelitis Booster injections in September.
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The following cases were reported by the Midwives as being admitted to
hospital before the delivery of the infant, although they had started to look
after them in their own homes:—

5 Prolonged labour

6 Ante-partum haemorrhage (one-twins)

3 Hypertension (one-twins)

3 Premature labour

6 Overdue

2 each—placenta praevia, psychological reasons, Rhesus negative.

1 each—laceration of perineum, high foetal head, retainedm embranes,
hydramnios, miscarriage.

QOut of these there were 31 live births, (which included five premature babies)
and three stillbirths.

The following cases were reported by the Ante-natal Clinic as having had
their bookings changed from home to hospital while attending there:—

8 Low haemoglobin

2 Psychological reasons

9 Rhesus negative

4 Twin pregnancy

1 each—toxaemia, anaemia, haemorrhage, oedema, post-maturity, X-ray,
blood pressure.

Out of these there were 28 live births (which included six premature babies)
and two stillbirths.

Pupil Midwives have continued to come to us from Birch Hill Hospital for
their Part II training. During the year thirteen pupils have been trained and

- they have all been successful in passing the final examination.

Ante-natal Clinics

The arrangements here are the same as mentioned in last year's Report.
Monday afternoons are set aside for patients who are to be confined at home.

Attendances have been maintained, 989 of the total births having attended the
Clinic.

In addition to the routine blood tests and medical examinations, the patients
who are to be confined at home, at Nurse Miller’s Home, or at Birch Hill Hospital,
now have the opportunity to attend Ante-natal Relaxation Exercise Classes
which were started in October, 1955. Two classes are held each week by the
Physiotherapist, one for the new patients and one for re-visits.

During the year 89 sessions were held with a total of 711 attendances.
At the re-visit class a Health Visitor attends and she holds group discussions
and gives talks to any of the patients who wish to join in. She also shows
film strips on different subjects. These sessions have become very popular
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especially because the patients have time to talk about their worries. It is
hoped that more discussion groups of this type will be held in the flltute;,
at present the accommodation for this purpose is very limited.

Post-natal Clinic

There is one Post-natal Clinic held weekly in the same premises, conc
by the Consultant Obstetrician and Gynaecologist.

The number of women who attended the Clinics and the attendances Mﬂ
them are set out in the following Table. The distinction made between persons
resident in the County Borough and those resident outside is mahtnhﬂ it
for the purpose of this Report. Within the Clinic itself no such distincti
are made.

Rochdale | County
Borough | Districts

1959 | 1958 | 1959 | 1958

(1) ANTE-NATAL CLINICS
(a) No. of Expectant Mothers

attending (New Cases) ... .| 1,371/ 1,320{ 202} 177
(b) No. of attendances (Old

and New Cases) .8, 9,427/ 1,741} 1,325
(c) Average attendances per

clinic session ... .| 96.5 406 "2 EN

(2) POST-NATAL CLINIC
(a) No. of Mothers attending
(New Cases) . .| 533 541 153r 112
(b) No. of attendances {C}ld
and New Cases) ...| B630( 590| 156 133
(c) Average attendance per
clinic session - 13.1] 12.3] 3.2 2.3 163

— e —m— o

786|

Emergency Maternity Unit

Under arrangements made by the Rochdale and District Hospital Manage-
ment Committee, this Unit, based at Birch Hill Hospital, is available on call at
all times within the Hospital Management Committee's area. No calls were
made upon the service during the year.

Maternity Home

The number of Rochdale women admitted to the Maternity Home at Birch
Hill Hospital for confinement was 823, four of whom gave birth to their babies
at home before admission.
The number of babies born in hospital and classified to Rochdale was 800
live births and 39 stillbirths.



Ll

P
L
B

25

Medical Assistance

Midwives practising in the district requested the services of a medical
practitioner in 151 maternity cases and in 32 cases of newly born children. The
corresponding figures last year were 132 and 27 respectively.

The Local Health Authority pays the medical fees only where the general
practitioner is not already called upon to give these services under the terms of
his contract with the Local Executive Council. During the year four cases were

- 50 treated.

Maternity Outfits

Sterilised accouchement outfits continue to be supplied free of charge to
expectant mothers who are having their confinements at home. These outfits,

~ of the standard prescribed by the Ministry of Health, are available at the Child

Welfare Centres, or through the Domiciliary Midwife, and during the vear 500
such outfits have been issued.

Puerperal Pyrexia

During the year one case of Puerperal Pyrexia was reported by the Midwifery
‘Service and one by a General Practitioner. In both cases the nursing was handed
‘over to the District Nurse.

Maternal Mortality

Two deaths were recorded by the Registrar-General in respect of 1959 as due
to maternal causes.

In one of these the true cause of death was “Essential Blood Disease’’.
‘Since this was only discovered at the post mortem examination, the condition
may well have been exacerbated by pregnancy. The death was classified to
‘maternal causes’,

The other was a true maternal death in which the ‘preventable factor’
could be stated as imperfect co-operation.

Average 5 years
AREA 1959 1958 1953-57
- RocHDALE 1.4 Nil. 0.89
‘Average 12 neighbouring
manufacturing towns ... 0.47 0.43 0.59
Administrative County of
_ Lancaster ... 0.52 0.45 0.98




Ophthalmia Neonatorum
IFor the past six years there have been no cases.

Distribution of Welfare Foods

The arrangements for the distribution of welfare foods have continued as
previously reported, with distribution points at the various Child Welfara 5 ;
during clinic sessions and at the Public Health DEICES Baillie Street during the
normal office hours.

The staffing of the distribution centres is covered by three female a:
two full-time and one part-time.

During the vear 35,590 (33,337) tins of National Dried Milk, 5,140 (5,62
bottles of Cod Liver Oil, 41,178 (41,636) bottles of orange juice and 3,801 (3,927
packets of Vitamin Tablets were distributed. R

It will be noticed that whilst the take-up of Orange Juice has 1 u,_.
slightly in comparison with the previous year, the distribution of National Dri
Milk has increased. The distribution of Cod Liver Oil has reduced even furthe
The slight reduction in take-up of Orange Juice may be accounted for hgv
introduction of Rose Hip Syrup, which is now obtainable at the Clinics. 'Zi'_
commodity is, of course, far more palatable in many cases than Orange Juice.

NURSERIES AND CHILD MINDERS REGULATIONS ACT, 19

Under the first part of this Act, premises where the children are to be looks
after during the day must be registered. Under the second part of the Ac
persons who receive more than two children, who come from more than ol
household to be looked after for reward during the day, must also be regis '--;';._
In this latter category, however, no persons were registered during the y

In the former category three premises were registered at the end d’ t
vear. All of these are Nurseries attached to cotton mills in the town. In tok
these Nurseries were registered for the accommodation of 209 children. L
the vear 190 children were admitted to the Nurseries and 167 left the Nurseri
At the end of the vear there were 188 on the registers as against 217 on t
registers in 1958,

The Matrons of the various Nurseries submit a quarterly report on
children and the Medical Officer in charge of Child Welfare pays a visit to ea
Nursery at three-monthly intervals. Each Nursery has its own visiting Medic
Officer, who is usually the General Practitioner associated with the parent mi



27

VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION

National propaganda is made available to the public and supplemented by
local propaganda of the usual visual type. General Practitioners are circularised
 from time to time with any fresh information or about altered arrangements.

In June we commenced to use Triple Antigen—Diphtheria—Whooping Cough
—Tetanus, in the Immunisation Scheme. The Scheme now in operation
commences with Triple Vaccine at three months and finishes with Smallpox
Vaccination at eight to nine months, and 1s followed still later by a very important
Triple Vaccine booster at eighteen months. This closely follows Schedule B.,
as published in the British Medical Journal—23.5.1959.

Further reference to immunisation and wvaccination will be found in the

sections dealing with Child Welfare, with Nursery Schools and with the School
Medical Service.

Diphtheria

During the year 960 children under five received a course of immunisation.

" In 1958 the number immunised in this group was 702. The following Table shows

" immunisation in relation to the child population under five years of age. The

- numbers immunised include those who had completed a course of immunisation

before 1st January, 1960. The estimated population figure is supplied by the
I General Register Office.

'I-
l =
B Age at 31,/12/59 |. Under 1| 1 2 3 g |
' i.e. born in Year 1959 | 1958 | 1957 | 1956 | 1955 | Total
- Number immunised ... 300 604 | 672 | 704 | 761 | 3,041
;_Estimated mid-year child popu- Children under five
. lation 1959 ... 6,100

In addition to the immunisations in the above Table, 296 children between

the ages of five and fifteen were immunised, as compared with 320 children in

- 1958 and 800 children received re-inforcing doses, usually about four vears after
the initial treatment, compared with 966 in 1958.

Of the initial doses 281 were by Triple Vaccine and of the booster doses 14
were by Triple Vaccine.
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Kept baby and living with the putative father ... 3
Married to the father or another man 10
Kept baby and living with the girls’ parents 18
Kept baby and living in rooms or lodgings ... 9
Kept baby and obtained small cottages to rent ... 2

It is of interest to note that the number of expectant unmarried mothers has
decreased during 1959 by fifteen as compared with 1948. This is rather
encouraging for Rochdale after the anxiety and concern caused by the rising
numbers and the lowering of the age groups during the previous vear.

After care given to the very young teenagers 1s of the greatest importance.
They still need our help in obtaining the right kind of employment according to
their individual capabilities and home circumstances. Our help is very much
appreciated and the results have been very rewarding.

Several childless couples came to us for advice regarding the possible adoption
of an infant. Their homes were visited and we were very happy to make a report
and to recommend them to Registered Adoption Societies.

Trends in family case work alter along with the changes in the pattern of our
daily lives and with changes in legislation. The divorce rate has been dropping
during the past few years, but we still receive a number of applications for advice
in the ‘family welfare’ category, meaning problems which have arisen following
separation, divorce or desertion.

Our concern, therefore, is with the responsible use of knowledge in family
life, particularly in relation to the procreation and nurture of children. Respon-
sible parenthood begins with responsible marriage.

There have been five enquiries regarding the adoption of legitimate children.
This is a matter which causes anxiety, because such applications may break up
a family and separate permanently a child from relatives, brothers and sisters.
We can only regard with disquiet the problem of parents who wish to give away
i_heir babies. Yet, if the full totals were known, there must be thousands of
unhappy children in this country who are rendered homeless and unloved by
friction, desertion, divorce or separation of their parents. Are the parents who
try to find adopters for their children as thoughtless as the mothers or fathers
who disappear and whose children cannot always be guaranteed a substitute
home, or be adequately cared for by one parent?

We are deeply grateful to all those who have referred cases to us, and for
their continued co-operation and advice when needed.
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The following list shows the number of times the 17 cases have come up for
discussion and further report:—

Old Cases 1959 Cases

Twice 1 1
. Three times —_ 1
| Four times... — a

Five times ... 1
Six times
Seven times
Ten times ...
Eleven times

| == |
i

Totals ... 11 6

o e

e ST TR

An average of twelve cases came up for discussion at each meeting of the
Committee.

The following is a very brief summary of the conditions in each of the six
- new cases as they were brought to the notice of the Committee:—

Cask No. 1 (Referred by C.W.)—Woman appeared in Court, four children in care,
another baby due shortly.

CasE No. 2 (Referred by S.M.0.)—Mother leaving the two children at nights
' when she went to work. No father.

il.‘_»!J.SE No. 3 (Referred by S.M.O.)—Expectant mother with three children.
¢ Father earning good money, but there is an accurnulation of debts and family
E living in one room.

&EﬁSE No. 4 (Referred by S.M.O.)—Two children with their mother and step-

father living at the house of their own father under very unsatisfactory
conditions.

CasE No. 5 (Referred by C.W.)—A broken home with the mother left with her
child of twelve months. Query of epilepsy in the mother.

‘Cask No. 6 (Referred by S.M.0O.)—Mother left her own home, taking one of her
: two children to live in an overcrowded undesirable house. The older
daughter who was working had gone into lodgings.

All this boils down to the fact that we have in Rochdale a hard core of ten
_problem families, all of which are under constant supervision and discussion.
1In addition, there is another group of less complicated cases which usually drop
into the background after two or three months. Some of these flare up from time
to time and few have their problems so satisfactorily solved as to render removal
:_*,mm the register advisable.
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Domestic Help Service

During the year the Domestic Helps assisted in 469 cases (32 cases
maternity, 431 chronic sick, including aged and infirm, and 6 others) as ag
359 during 1958. The average period over which assistance was given was te
days for maternity, 200 for chronic cases and 20 for general sickness.

At the end of the year 55 Domestic Helps (16 full-time and W’pﬂ't -
were emploved as compared with 47 (17 full-time and 30 pu-t-hme}_at i
of the previous year.

Persons who claim their inability to pay the full charge of 3s. 6d. per
for the services of a Domestic Help are required to state their financial cire ;_
stances and are assessed in accordance with an approved scale, whmhm-,. 1S e
on a scale of charges recommended by the Association of Municipal Corporation

The average rate of recovery of the cost of this Service during the year wa
8.78%, of the total cost. No charge was made to 346 households out of the tot
number of households to which this service was rendered. The correspondin
figures in the previous year were 8.6 recovered and 297 households in vhit
no charge was made.

The above figures continue to reflect the concentration on the care ;,3'
elderly sick and infirm in their own homes. The number of chronic sick ¢
this vear was more than the total of all types of cases in the previous yui‘
the average period for assistance, while falling in respect of ma.temrty
considerably in respect of chronic cases. There was little variation in g
sickness.

It is noticeable that more and more of these chronic cases are becomi
entirely dependent upon the Home Help Service for their welfare at hm
other words, they require daily visits and special arrangements have to he
to look after them during the holiday periods. These elderly people h
close relatives nor anyone whom they can call upon for assistance 1
ourselves.

Medical Practitioners have called upon the Department more often ¢
the vear and this accounts to some extent for the increase in the number uf

As the needs of the patients vary considerably with the different '-F'.

housing, i.e. bungalow or old type cottage property, the Organiser must cons
visit cases in order to allocate the correct amount of help required.
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PREVENTION, CARE AND AFTER CARE

. Iliness Generally
Equipment for the nursing of cases at home is available either through the
‘Home Nursing Service or from the Central Store.

¥ Convalescent Home accommodation is provided for persons who are recom-
' mended by local General Practitioners, Specialists or Hospital Medical Officers.
. Arrangements were made during the year for the admission of 68 cases to
" Convalescent Homes, usually for a period of two weeks. An extension was
granted in one case on medical recommendation. Fare or transport was provided
in six cases, all mentally defective children proceeding to and from Southwood,
Derby.
Accommodation was arranged for the 68 cases referred to in the following
‘manner:—

P L

Adults Children

Grey Court, Hest Bank 12 i

3 Seabright Home, 5t. Annes ... 10 _—
I Blackburn & District Convalescent Home, St. Annes 9 —-
B Lear Home of Recovery, West Kirby ... .. 7 =
y Milne Home, Southport 6 —
' Southwood, Derby ... - 6
! Westwood Home, Blackpool ... 6 —_
I Others ... 5 7
Totals 5 13

The total cost of Convalescent Home accommodation was {608 12s. 8d., of
ich £61 3s. 9d., or 10.04%, was recovered, whereas in 1958 the corresponding
res were £414 6s. 0d., and £124 10s. 9d., with 30.15%, recovered.
Respiratory Diseases cases (28) formed the largest single class of admission,
remainder being from a wide variety of causes, Post Operative (10), General
Debility (9), Rheumatism (6), Cardiac Debility (5), Nervous Debility (4), Anaemia
3 3), Gastric Conditions (1), Pneumonia (1) and Glandular Fever (1).

¥

‘Health Education

=g

- Emphasis continued to be laid on personal advice in the homes and elsewhere
‘between members of the Health Department staff and the actual persons and
families concerned. In addition, every opportunity is taken of accepting
invitations to speak on health subjects at the regular meetings of interested
organised bodies. This is much more successful than attempting to call special

meetings for health subjects alone.

- Towards the end of the year the emphasis began to be upon mental health in

the community. In all fourteen lectures were given by members of the staff to a
wide variety of organisations.
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E MENTAL DEFICIENCY
‘ Aged 16
’ a‘i{?}d;:é and over
! M. F. M. F.
. 1. Particulars of cases reported during 1959. 4
| (a) Cases ascertained to be defectives “subject to be dealt
with”. Number in which action taken on reports by :—|
i (1) Local Education Authorities on children !
| (i) While at school or liable to attend school ... 5 1 = .
| (ii) On leaving special schools ..........coivuvvninnins -— —- 4 4
| (1ii) On leaving ordinary schools ..................... — — — _
Rl Eolics o by CONTEE. i iisiiiiesissmonsonsnnssnninass| = - - —-
SN Bl S e HEEITICRA' oo soma s avarminpthnrantan sancnsanannsdnsnsa o -- - 1
t TOTAL 0f T (8)-csensssrsnes 5 1 4 5
(b) Cases reported who were found to be defectives but |
were not regarded as "'subject to be dealt with" on any
| :
P (c) ases reported who were not mgarded as defectives and
i are thus excluded from (a) or (b) . — —_ | - —_
| (d) Cases reported in which action was 1nr:omp1-:te at 3lst
I December, 1959, and are thus excluded from (a) or (b)| — — |2 1
i TOTAL of 1 (a)—(d) inc....| 5 IR 6
. 2. Disposal of cases reported during 1959.
- [a) Of the cases ascertained to be defectives “subject to be
| dealt with'* (i.e., at 1 (a)), number
. (i) Placed under Statutory Supervision .................. 5 1 4 4
% {ii) Placed under Guardianship ..........cccocevvveennnen. | — — — —
¥ (111} Taken to “Places of Safety" .........cccooniieinie.e. | — — — —
| (iv) Admitted to Hospitals .............coociviiiinnieneaens | — - - 1
i TOTALL o2 (a). .. | 1 4 5
} (b) Of the cases not ascertained to be defectives “"subject tol |
§ be dealt with'" (i.e. at 1 (b)), number .
& {i) Placed under Voluntary Supervision ............... —_ | - — —
li {31} ACHON BOMECEESATY  wvvevssiavscssnnsansansnransnrsnsnensss e | — — —
| |
f TOTAL 0f 2 (b) ...coonn.... (I s e
'& {e) Cases reported at 1 (a) or (b) above who removed imm
ii‘ the area or died before disposal was arranged i —_ | = — —
! TOTAL of 2 (a)—(c)inc....l 5 | 1 | 4 | 5
n'.? 3. Number of mental defectives for whom care was)| § :
4 arranged by the Local Health Authority under '
] Circular 5/52 during 1959 and admitted to :— |
'5-'“ (a) National Health Service Hospitals........cccovvviiiiiinninns 3 | 4 — —
R | B e =i B 5 e o W R 4 — — | =
! | |
T3 il b D ==
# | | '.
. 4. Total cases on Authority's Registers at 31/12/59. | | |
(1} under Statutory Supervision ................eceeeeenees | 19 23 | 56 a2
) undar Guardianship  ...........ccceeienriisisaneeens | — | = | = | —
i Biilin EFlaces of Safety’? oo i i s - Bt o ey
T TR T e - e S e - -
+ TOTAL of 4 (i)—{(iv) inc¢....| 27 | 30 111 108
(v) Under Voluntary Supervision .............cccoeveen. L - | i 5 8
TOTAL of 4 (i)—(v) inc....| 27 | 30 | 116 | 116
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One girl aged eighteen vears was admitted to a ‘Place of Safety’ under
Section 15 of the Mental Health Act.

No person was reported through the Courts during the year.

‘Short Stay Cases (Ministry of Health Circular 5/1952)

Three boys and four girls under sixteen years were accommodated in Mental
| Deficiency Hospitals through the Manchester Regional Hospital Board. Four
| boys under sixteen years were accommodated in private Short Stay Homes

approved by the Ministry. Cases in the main are only admitted to Private Homes
| when the Regional Hospital Board is unable to provide accommodation.

Provision for short term emergency care in cases of defectives whose parents
| or guardians are unable to look after them because of illness in the family or some
| other temporary domestic crisis is recognised as an essential component of any
' adequate scheme of community care,

" Residential Care

The 114 cases accommodated in hospitals for mental defectives are spread
| over several hospitals, but are mainly accommodated in either Brockhall, Calder-
~ stones or the Royal Albert Hospitals.

There are twelve cases in ‘Places of Safety’.

At the end of the year nine defectives were on the Regional Hospital Board's
\ waiting list for Institutional care other than those already in hospital awaiting
- more suitable placing. We have now only a very short list of urgent cases
rjl;;'awaiting admission.

- Supervision

' On the 31st December, there were 163 cases under community care. Of
Ilf'thﬁse, 150 were under Statutory Supervision, 108 being over sixteen years of age.
; If there is no need for his own sake or for the sake of others to remove a
patient from his home, the patient is placed under Supervision. This means that
- with the co-operation of the relatives regular visits are paid by the Mental Health
Worker who will advise and discuss the problems which may arise with parents,
. the well-being of the patient being the foremost consideration.

- Where over a period of time the patient’s progress proves satisfactory and
‘stable, the facts are presented to the Health Committee with a view to the
patient’s name being removed from the register. Regular visits then cease.
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MENTAL DISEASES

Although the main Sections of the Mental Health Act have not been imple-
mented, Section 5 became operative in October and allowed patients to be
admitted to and kept in Mental Hospitals as ‘informal patients’, that is without
any legal compulsion or formality.

Most of the patients in ‘K’ and ']’ Wards in Birch Hill Hospital who were
certified are now remaining on this informal basis and the majority of the
admissions since October have been arranged informally. The number of
compulsory admissions has fallen from 60 in 1939 to 17 in 1959, of which 13 were
prior to October.

Close liaison between the Officers of this Department and those of Birch Hill
Hospital, and indeed of all the hospitals in the vicinity to which Rochdale patients
are usually admitted, continues to be most satisfactory. The basis of this has
been broadened by preparations for case conferences with the Consultant
Psychiatrist and by the opportunity for Mental Health Workers to visit patients
- in hospital wards.

The reduction in the work with regard to admissions has been more than
compensated by the increase in social work, i.e. modifyving conditions to help
the patient, or assisting the patient to adjust himself to social conditions when
these cannot or should not be modified. The range of activities falling under
this heading is very wide, from the giving of a little advice to intensive case work
on relatives, friends, employers and neighbours.

The acceptance and use of the Day Patient system has been of great service
_in alleviating the burden on relatives with senile or mentally ill dependents.
The patient does not lose touch with society and the relatives are not over-taxed
to the point of being unable to carry on.

At the end of the year plans were in hand for the opening of a Club in rented
premises for the Mentally Handicapped. On the success of this small beginning
- will depend whether a more ambitious scheme will be embarked upon at a later
~date. It is felt that there is a real need for such a Club in this area.

Dr. 5. Falk, Consultant Psychiatrist at Birch Hill Hospital, continues in
charge of the Psychiatric Clinic at Sparthfield, Manchester Road, Rochdale,
' A new modern unit ‘Hillside’ was opened at Birch Hill Hospital in September,
supplying six male and six female beds for acute mental illnesses. A Mental
Welfare Officer attends both Sparthfield Clinic and the Psychiatric Wards at
Birch Hill to give any background information, to assist in follow-up work and to
- note the progress of patients.
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Sanitary Circumstances of the AI'WJ

I am indebted to the Chief Officials of the various D of th
Corporation for information included in this section of the Rupqtt,alm m
Manager of the Heywood and Middleton Water Board.

Water Supply

Waterworks Engineer, Rochdale, and Mr. A« F. Hend, A Tat winl
the Heywood and Middleton Water Board, is set out below in the u=--.,ri_-':"'

prescribed by the Ministry of Health.

e W

Rochdale

(i) Whether the water supply of the area
and its several parts had been satis-
factory.

(a) in quality

(b) in quantity
Where there is a piped suprpl".,r
whether bacteriological examinations
were made of the raw water and,
where treatment is installed, of the
water going into supply :
if so, how many and the results
obtained

the results of any chemu:al anal} ses

(11)

(iii) Where the waters are liable to have
plumbo-solvent action, the facts as
to contamination by lead, including
precautions taken and number and
result analyses

(iv) Action taken in respect of any form

of contamination o horh
Particulars of the number of dwelling
houses and the number of the popula-
tion supplied from public watermains
(a) direct to the houses

(b) by means of stand-pipes

(v)

Satisfactory
Satisfactory

Chlorination

87 samples—
satisfactory

66 samples—
satisfactory
Plumbo-solvent
action, pH
value controlled
by addition of
lime

No dissolved
lead found in
any samples.

Nil.

Population
83,000 approx.

28,900 approx.
Nil.




Public Cleansing

There were no changes in organisation or methods in the collection of refuse.
All new properties were absorbed into existing rounds, but the demolition of
property in some central areas and the building of new houses on the outskirts
has resulted in the overloading of certain rounds. This will necessitate another
~major re-organisation of the work in the near future. The demolition of the old
congested property of the town and its replacement by well-spaced houses is
resulting in a gradual increase in the number of men required and, at longer
intervals, additions to the fleet of collecting vehicles. A regular weekly collection
of refuse was maintained throughout the year.

The number of British Standard dustbins supplied under the Corporation's
scheme for the provision of dustbins was 2,798,

The refuse separation and incineration plant continued to give very satis-

factory service and the tonnage of paper recovered and sold was the highest ever
reached.

A further public convenience was built during the year and the reconstruction
| of another one commenced.

Street cleansing continued as before with a mechanical sweep-collector
supplementing the work of the manual sweepers, and the street gullies being
regularly cleansed by mechanical gully emptiers.

W. R. Booker, M. Inst.P.C.,

Cleansing Superintendent.

Drainage and Sewerage

At Roch Mills Sewage Purification Works the sewage is screened after grit
removal and then passed through sedimentation tanks. Half the flow is then
passed through the Kessener activated sludge plant and the other half is pumped
to bacteria beds. Satisfactory effluents are obtained.

During the year the sludge drying area has been increased and a number of
minor improvements carried out on the works.

The scheme for connecting the sewers of the Wardle Urban District to the
sewers in the Borough was completed at the beginning of the year.

The Ministry of Housing and Local Government approved a scheme for new
sewers in the Bamford area. Work commenced in August and is in progress.
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September was the driest month with 0.33 inches of rain spread over six
days, whilst January was the coldest month.

The highest temperature of 83° was recorded on the 4th July, and the lowest
temperature of 16° was recorded on the 10th and 11th January.

May had by far the largest amount of sunshine, although the 14th June had
15.8 hours of sunshine, the highest figure recorded for any one day. December
had the lowest sunshine with only 17.7 hours for the whole month, against May

with 220 hours. On 125 days in the year less then one hour's sunshine was
recorded.

Appreciable fog occurred on 37 days, January, November and December
being the months heavily affected.

SWIMMING BATHS

Entwisle Road—opened May, 1937. Consists of two swimming pools
100" x 36" and 75" x 30", holding respectively 120,000 gallons of water and 76,000
gallons of water.

Each of the swimming pools has dressing room accommaodation to allow for
mixed bathing and all swimmers have to pass through a pre-cleansing room with
constant shower and foot baths on the way to the pool.

The filtration plant consists of 4" x 10’ diameter filters containing graded
quartz, which are capable of allowing the whole of the water in both pools to be
filtered once every three hours. After passing through the filters the water is
heated, aerated and treated with chlorine to ensure that it is bacteriologically
pure. The rate of treatment of the water can be regulated easily according to
the number of bathers using the pools, the control arrangement of flow, chemical
treatment and chlorination are centralised on one large panel in the filtration
- room, the amount of water being turned over in each bath is accurately recorded
as is the level of water in each pool and the temperature. The source of water
- is the town's water supply from Watergrove reservoir.

Turkish, Russian and Medical Baths are provided. The Turkish suite

comprises three hot rooms, together with shampoo and spray room, with massage
- slab, Vichy douche, showers and spray equipment, and a well appointed cooling
room is available in connection with this and the foam baths.
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Public Health Inspection of the Area.

| At the beginning of the year the staff of the Department consisted of the
Chief Public Health Inspector, the Senior District Public Health Inspector, the
. Meat and Food Inspector and four Public Health Inspectors, and there was a
- vacancy for one Inspector. This was filled in June by the appointment of one of
the Student Inspectors who had qualified. Later in the year one of the Public
Health Inspectors qualified as a Smoke Inspector and because of the demands of
the Clean Air Act the Committee appointed him as a Specialist Smoke Inspector,
thus leaving a vacancy which remained unfilled for the rest of the year. The
establishment of the Department provides for three trainee or student inspectors,
~ one appointment was made during the year to fill the vacancy created by the
promotion of a student to the position of Inspector. There are three Rodent
Operatives attached to the Department and an Infectious Diseases Officer works
part time in the Department dealing mainly with disinfestation but assisting
also with records.

During the year the work of the Inspectors has again been much concerned
with the repair of dwellinghouses and their outbuildings. There was a slight
reduction in the number of complaints received and in general the demand for
this kind of work has diminished somewhat. It seems probable that the lessening
of the demand may in part be due to the operation of the Rent Acts. Whatever
the cause the reduction has given the Department an opportunity to spend more
time upon the inspection of houses for condemnation and upon the preparation
of Smoke Control Areas. It s hoped that this lessened demand for the "patching’
of houses may continue in order that the energies of the staff mav be devoted to
more constructive work.

Most of the nuisances and defects discovered after complaints or survey
were dealt with by informal means, i.e. by the issuing of Preliminary Notices
which are in fact letters drawing attention to defects and suggesting remedies.
During the year 586 such Preliminary Notices were issued. The Committee
authorised the service of 17 Abatement or Statutory Notices to secure the abate-
ment of nuisances and the remedy of sanitary defects in and around dwellings,
The work required was accomplished without having recourse to further

proceedings.

The following classified statement shows the nature of the works which were
accomplished during the year. The statement also includes work carried out in
Factories, Food Premises, etc. following the service of Preliminary Notices but
excludes work done under the Housing Acts. The work is very similar in nature
to that in previous Annual Reports but it may be noticed that this year there
are included 58 notices dealing with inadequate or defective water supplies.
These have all been the result of service pipes being partially blocked with
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On 1st April, 1959 the Council made Clearance Orders and Compulsory
Purchase Orders in respect of Hope Street Clearance Area No. 1 and Hope Street
Clearance Area No. 2. A Public Local Inquiry was held on 27th October, 1959
and the Minister confirmed the Orders with certain modifications.

These modifications directed that three properties originally included in the
Order as unfit should be included only by reason of bad arrangement and one
other property originally included as unfit should be regarded as being on land
‘adjoining the Clearance Area and which was required for the proper development
of that Area. The Areas contained 57 properties of which 16 were back to back
houses, 3 were ‘not through’ houses and 3 were inset cottages. All the properties
were old, badly congested and most of them showed signs of serious dampness
and disrepair.

Individual Unfit Houses

Representations concerning 235 houses were submitted to the Housing
Committee and in addition to these 12 of the houses represented during 1957 were
still under consideration at the beginning of 1959, The Housing Committee
dealt with these houses as follows:—

Demolition Orders made 231*
Closing Orders made ... 14
Representations still under consideration at the end of the year ... 2

*This figure includes 12 Corporation properties which were not the subject of
formal Demolition Orders but which the Council agreed to demolish.

Certificates of Disrepair

There has been a reduction in the demand for Certificates of Disrepair but
this reduction has been balanced to some extent by an increased demand for
Certificates concerning the execution of work undertaken by landlords.

The following is a summary of action taken under the provisions of the Rent
Act 1957 during the year.

Number of applications for certificates 36
Number of decisions not to 1ssue certificates —

Number of decisions to issue certificates:—

in respect of some but not all defects ... 17
in respect of all defects ... 19
Number of undertakings to repair given by landlords ... 27

Number of such undertakings refused by Local Authority —

Number of Certificates issued ... 9
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Applications by landlords to Local Authority for cancellation of
cerfifieates o'/ 8 9

Objections by tenants to cancellation of certificates o 6
Certificates cancelled by Local Authority ... 5%

Applications for certificates concerning the execution of work
undertaken by landlords:—

applications by tenants ... 26
applications by landlords ... 12
*Includes 2 certificates applied for durlng 1958 but c&nc&llad n 1959

Houses-let-in-lodgings

The Housing Repairs and Rents Act 1954 provides means of securing the
fitness of houses-let-in-lodgings according to the number of families accommo-
dated. It also seeks to prevent the overcrowding of such premises. 54
inspections of these premises were carried out. It is unfortunate that persons
having control of houses-let-in-lodgings are not required to notify the local
authority of the existence of such premises and the powers therefore can only be
applied to such premises as and when they come to the notice of the Department.

Enquiries Concerning Properties

It has been the practice of the Department for some years to assist purchasers
of property by giving them information about any property in which they are
interested. During the year 381 such enquiries were received. In addition to
this the Town Clerk's Department has made 1,667 enquiries under the al
Land Charges Act. Officially this should involve no more than a search for any
outstanding notices but it has been the practice of the Department to scrutinise
each enquiry to see if the house is likely to become the subject of Housing Act
procedure. In many cases specific enquiries were made on this aspect of the
‘search’. In some cases it was not easy to predict the future of the pi ies
concerned because of the difficulty in assessing the rate of progress of the slum
clearance programme. During the year it became a regular practice for Solicitors
dealing with property transfers to enquire whether the properties were in |
in a Smoke Control Area or whether they were likely to be so included.

Applications for Corporation Houses

There were 83 cases in which applicants for Corporation houses applied for
support on the grounds that their houses were detrimental to their health.

Each of these is the subject of a special report, special consideration and a
recommendation as to procedure.
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TasLe II.
| Pre | 1871- | 1891- | 1916- | 1983
| 1870 1890 1915 1932 1939
|
Total No. in Distriet ... ... 8785 | 3,808 | 7,543 | 851 | 1,871 |22
Baths e el el BB T A T RN 811 | 1,871
Hot Water B/Boiler | 1,865 | 1,237 | 3,159 | 826 | 1,871
Hot Water Geyser ... ...| 1,769 | 1,034 | 1,941 23 - -
W.C. 1| 8,180 | 3,726 | 7,286 851 | 1,871
W L & e Sk 46 16 230 —_ —_
Pail cour B i ol e S 66 27 —_ —_—
e AR Sl 6 — — — —
Water supply Satis. ... ...| 8,640 | 3,804 | 7,537 851 | 1,871
Drainage Satis.... . ... 7.755 | 3619 | 6,884 851 | 1,871
Food Store Satis. Pl e 422 544 727 | 1,745
Yards and Gardens ... ...| 2658 | 3,164 | 7388 821 | 1,871
Sinks—Porcelain e ] 000 | 2,793 | 6150 848 | 1,871
Salt Glazed ... ... 193 178 422 3 —
Stone ', L 4 AR 837 971 = o
Washing FFacilities— ! |
Scullery wn eee ] 58821 2495 | 4960 834 | 1,869
Kitchen e TR R T 2 1
LBRO/K. - o e o] T 89T 58T 8 e
L.Rm. ... e 1,371 47 82 — —
Gl 2 e T 258 214 — —
Wash-house ... ... ... 89 49 75 7 1
Standard—Good A 883 4,014 843 | 1,871
Medium ... ...| 4,132 | 2,451 | 3,428 7 =
Poor ... 3,994 | 474 101 1 —_

X This figure exceeds that shown in the 1958 Report by 200, the number of
bathrooms installed during the year, usually in owner-occupied houses, and
usually with the assistance of an Improvement Grant by the Housing Committee.

A similar increase is reflected in the number of houses which now possess
hot water supplies—Y, and adequate food storage—Z.

These improvements have been mainly made in ‘through’ houses built
between 1871 and 1890. They have, however, also been made in
houses built before 1871 and in those built between 1891 and 1915.
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The accommodation in the Borough at the end of December, excluding
premises on the fresh water carriage system, was approximately as follows:—

Pail Closets 572
Waste Water Closets ... 292

} During the year 88 pail closets were either converted or done away with and
| 65 waste water closets were converted to the fresh water carriage system. The
Table above shows that the 572 pail closets which now remain are chiefly those
where there is technical difficulty in conversion and where conversion ought to
be associated with housing improvement. There are only 14 pail closets which
can be described as being capable of conversion without much technical difficulty.
Towards the end of the year the Borough Surveyor was asked to provide sewers
in one or two cases where this could be done conveniently. In addition there is
to be an extension of the sewerage system in the Bamford area and it is hoped
that when all these works are completed it will be possible to reduce the number
of closets where the absence of a sewer is the primary obstacle to conversion.

Smoke Abatement

During the first six months of the year smoke observations continued to be
the responsibility of the District Public Health Inspectors but in July a Smoke
Inspector was appointed and he undertook all the smoke observations during the
remainder of the year. In addition he made 30 surveys of boiler plants and in
most cases it was necessary to make certain recommendations to the firms
concerned.

During the year 51 smoke observations were taken and these revealed 14
contraventions of the Clean Air Act 1956. In 6 cases the Committee issued
warnings to the firms concerned but proceedings were instituted in the remaining
8 cases. In one of these cases the Bench accepted a “Statutory Defence’ and the
case was dismissed but convictions were obtained in 7 cases. Fines varying
from £5 to £20 were imposed, the total penalties amounting to £65 and in three
cases the defendants were ordered to pay Advocates Fees amounting to £8. 8. 0.
The impact of other work made it necessary to reduce the number of routine
observations and to make special observations only as a result of experience or
other information.

New Furnaces
i
) During the year the Department received notification of intention to instal
- 16 furnaces and all of these were the subject of enquiries so that the office records

‘might be complete.



Prior Approval of New Furnaces

Applications were made by three firms for the approval of new boiler plants
which they intended to instal. In each case plans and specifications were

submitted and the Council approved all the applications. It was not necessary
to obtain Consultant advice on any of these cases.

Central Smokeless Zone

The premises in the Central Smokeless Zone have been the subject of frequent
observation and, whenever smoke has been observed to be emitted, the premises
have been visited and the source of the smoke investigated. During the year
38 visits were made to 15 premises. 10 offences were discovered. In 2 cases
proceedings were instituted, both defendants were convicted and fines amounting
to £5 were imposed. In the remaining cases warnings were given.

Smoke Control Areas

During May, 1959 the Health Committee accepted a phased programme for
the establishment of Smoke Contrel Areas. This had been prepared at the
instance of the Minister of Housing and Local Government and it included the
Council’s proposals covering the next five years. It also indicated the intention
of the Council to establish Smoke Control Areas over the greater part of the
Borough during the next 12 years.

In the last Annual Report the making of the Alder Road Estate and
Thomham Smoke Control Area was mentioned. Objections to this Order were
received and a Public Local Inquiry was held on 19th March, 1959. The Minister
confirmed the Order on 9th June, 1959 but postponed its operation by one year
to 1st September, 1960. Information concerning the premises in this Area were
given in last year's Report.

On 8th July, 1959 the Council made the Kirkholt and Dicken Green Smoke
Control Order. An objection to this Order was lodged with the Minister but was
subsequently withdrawn and on 29th January, 1960 the Minister confirmed this
Order, which also is to come into operation on 1st September, 1960. The Kirkholt
and Dicken Green Smoke Control Area contains 157 privately owned houses,
and 2,301 Corporation owned houses, making a total of 2,458 houses. It also
contains 11 industrial premises, 36 commercial premises and 21 premises used
for other purposes. It is estimated that 10,000 tons of bituminous coal are
burned in the Area each year.

In October, 1959 the Council accepted proposals for the establishment of
Smoke Control Areas in the Bamford, Spotland and Cutgate Districts and in
December, 1959 the Minister of Housing and Local Government gave his approval
in principle to this proposal. A survey of the Area started at once and will

continue well into 1960, "
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Measurement of Atmospheric Pollution

Three stations, sited as under, provide records indicating the nature and
extent of atmospheric pollution in the Borough. At each of these there is a
deposit gauge and a sulphur dioxide gauge.

A. Roch Mills Sewage Works.

B. Near the Church of the Good Shepherd, Entwisle Road.

C. Foxholes House, Rugby Road.

By this arrangement it was hoped that the Roch Mills gauge would give an
indication of pollution where the prevailing south-west wind enters the Borough
and before it normally receives the products of combustion produced in the town.

The other two stations, being situated to the north-east of the Roch Mills site,

should then give some indication of the pollution of the atmosphere by the
~ Borough itself.

The succeeding Table shows the results of the analyses of the material
collected in the three deposit gauges during the year and the average for the five

- years 1954-1958 are also included so that some comparison mav be made.

As was the case last year the Table would seem to show that on average the
atmosphere is less polluted at Foxholes after it has passed the centre of the town
than it was at Roch Mills when it entered the town.

Another interesting fact from these figures is that once again quite regularly
there is higher rainfall on the Foxholes side of the town compared with the Roch
Mills side of the town. Without making quite elaborate calculations in respect
of wind direction and velocity, the presence of fog and other similar factors, it is
not safe to draw too precise deductions from these figures. The average total
monthly deposit for the year was 14.59 tons per square mile compared with
3.09 for 1958; nevertheless the figure is still below the average for the 5 years
1954-1958, and the overall picture is still one of reducing atmospheric pollution.
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Examination of Milk for M. Tuberculosis

32 samples of milk were taken during delivery to customers for examination
for the presence of M. Tuberculosis. All samples were negative. It is interesting
to note that since June 21st, 1954 no sample of milk has been reported to be
infected with M. Tuberculosis.

Slaug hterhouses and Knacker’s Yard

At the beginning of the year there were 5 slaughterhouses in the Borough:
one operated by the Corporation Markets Committee and available for use by
private butchers, one occupied by a wholesale butcher, two used by individual
butchers and the remaining one a horse slaughterhouse. The licence for the
horse slaunghterhouse was not renewed and it ceased to operate on 1st October.
An application for renewal was subsequently received but the licence had not been
issued at the end of the year.

It cannot be said that any of the premises are either ideally situated or
completely suitable for their purpose and, of course, until all slaughtering is
carried out in one public abattoir, there is bound to be some waste of the Meat
Inspector’s time and, as a result, incomplete supervision of the slaughtering of
animals for human consumption.

One licence was issued in respect of a Knacker’s Yard and 100 visits were
: paid to it during the year.

Meat and Food Supply

There has been regular inspection of meat and food offered for sale and nearly
25 tons were condemned as unfit for human consumption and were disposed of
for salvage purposes. This work involved 1,746 visits during the year.

The Health Committee agreed at the 1st July, 1958 that condemned meat
should be sold to a commercial firm, this arrangement continued during the
year with the firm originally selected. The payments for the material are made
- to the Council and periodically disbursements are made to the owners.

1 The following Table gives a detailed report on the examination of carcases
- inspected at slaughterhouses. In addition to the inspection of the carcases
- shown in the Table, the Meat Inspectors examined the carcases of 298 horses.
- Of these, three whole carcases and offal weighing 1,200 lbs. were condemned.
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preservative (sulphur dioxide). The vendor denied adding any preservative
but after investigation by the Department it was found that the preservative
originated in one of the ingredients of the sausages. The vendor was quite
unaware of this. As there was no evidence of any wronglul intent, it was con-
sidered that a warning was all that was required.

. Food Preparing Premises

The number of food premises and the types of business operated are given
in the following Table. This list is considered to be substantially complete:

Grocery and General Provisions 402
Fish and Chip Shops ... 99
Butchers’ Shops 110
Bakehouses, Bakers Shops and Cﬂnfectmners Shnps 91
Shops selling sweets, etc. o 88
Off-Licences ... 87
Public Houses ... : 174
Cafes, Restaurants, Cante-:ns et:: 183
Clubs, Hospital Kitchens, Institution Kltchens 71

The inspection of food premises continued during the year and 1,570 visits
were made, an increase of 350 compared with last year. Where minor matters
requiring attention were discovered, a verbal recommendation was all that was
needed to secure compliance with the requirements of the Food Hygiene
Regulations.

In other cases letters were sent covering the following types of defects or
faults:

Unsuitable surfaces of benches, counters, tables, etc. (Reg. 6) ... 4
Dirty or defective fittings or utensils (Reg. 6) 10
Inadequate protection of exposed foods or unsuitable arrangements

for the storage of food (Reg. 8) 5
Smoking in food room (Reg. 9) 2
Absence of notice re hand washing (Reg. 14) ]
Unsuitable or defective sanitary conveniences (Reg. 14) ... 5
Absence of wash hand basin or lack of hot water supply to wash

hand basin and want of towels, soap, nail brushes, etc. (Reg. 16) 11
Lack of proper provision for outdoor clothing (Reg. 18) ... 1
Unsuitable or defective sinks, lack of hot water supply to sinks, and

absence of washing facilities etc. (Reg. 19) 5
Defective surfaces, walls, floors, ceilings and want of cleansing or

decoration of them (Reg. 23) 24
Accumulations of refuse or inadequate storage of refuse {ch 24} 1
Insufficient or defective ventilation (Reg. 21) 1
Animals in food premises 1
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Rochdale Corporation Act, 1937

This Act deals with the registration of premises used for the sale of ice cream
or for the preparation of cooked meats and fish. Reference has been made ina
previous paragraph to premises which prepare or sell ice cream. The number
of premises registered for the cooking of meat or fish is as follows:—

Fish Friers a9
Meat Preparing Premises - s 31
Cafes, Restaurants, Canteens, Kitchens etc. 183

Visits of inspection made to these premises during the year totalled 455.

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949

The staff engaged on this work consists of three men with assistance provided
by the Borough Survevor's Department whilst the destruction of rats in sewers
is proceeding. There was again during the year a high incidence of staff absence
due to ill health. This resulted in a reduction in the time available for survey
of premises to discover vermin infestation.

1,000 dwellinghouses and 636 business and other premises were inspected
for the presence of rats or mice. Evidence of rat infestation was found at 486
premises (414 dwellinghouses and 72 business or other premises) but the extent
of infestation was, in the great majority of these cases, slight. Mouse infestation
was discovered at 330 premises (278 dwellinghouses and 52 business or other
premises) and in these also the great majority showed only a minor infestation.

815 premises (692 dwellinghouses and 123 business or other premises) were '
treated to destroy vermin and these required 844 treatments.

N.B. Ia the past it has been the practice to include in the Annual Report the
work done during the Financial Year, i.e. year ending 31st March, because the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Statistical Return had to be prepared |
for that period. The Minister now requires a report for the Calendar Year and
the figures given above are for the nine months ending 31st December 1959.
They cannot therefore be compared directly with those in previous Annual
Reports.

The main sewers were treated twice during the year. In the course of the
first treatment 2,428 manholes were baited and 686 of these showed evidence of
rat infestation and were treated by the placing of poison baits. The work was
preceded by the ‘test baiting’ of 320 manholes in districts where rat infestation
was thought to be unlikely. This work enabled us to exclude 866 manholes from
the treatment.
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The second treatment took place during November and December and,
working from information gained during the Spring treatment, it was necessary
only to treat 580 manholes. Of these 123 were found to be infested and were
treated by the placing of different poison baits.

There are many factors which make it difficult to assess the effect of sewer
treatments for the destruction of rats but there is some evidence to indicate that
there has been a considerable reduction in the extent of infestation and it is hoped
that by the adoption of some of the newer methods of treatment this tendency
will continue.

Shops Act, 1950
155 inspections of premises were made during the year.

Offensive Trades

The number of premises at which these trades were carried on in the Borough
is as follows:—
Tripe Boiling = Sl g | Knacker's Yard (Bone Boiling) 1

Fellmongers etc. s ol Rag and Bone Dealers A B

The Knacker's Yard is visited regularly, 100 visits being made during the
year. Visits are made at intervals to the other offensive trades.

- Cleansing Station

The general work of the Cleansing Station is under the supervision of the
Deputy Chief Public Health Inspector. The Station is open from Monday
morning until Saturday mid-day. Evening Sessions are available as required
for those in industry.

The following table shows the number of persons cleansed at this Station:—
1959 1958 1957 1956 1955

Scabies 70 68 31 20 15
Other Verminous Conditions ... 113 113 72 97 130
Totals e IB3 181 10E 11T 145

Nearly 719, of these cases were children of school age.

Once again only a small number of cases required attention during the year
and it was thus found pessible to enlist the services of the Clinic Staff in dealing
with certain problem families, 236 visits being made for this purpose. In addition
to this 275 follow-up visits were made in connection with the B.C.G. vaccination
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TABLE 1L
CAUSES OF DEATH AT DIFFERENT PERIODS OF LIFE.
Year 1959.
All
Ages| 0- | 1- | 5- | 15- | 25-| 45- | 65- | 75-
.LL CAUSES Males .... 695 | 17 | 4| 6| 5| 28 | 193 | 208 | 234
| Females | 635 ( 22 | — | — | 3| 26 | 116 | 166 | 302
|—Tuberculosis of Respiratory
System = 5 4 1
Other Forms of Tuberculosis 1 1 .
Syphilitic Disease 2 2
Diphtheria i e -
Whooping Cough =
Meningococcal Infections 2 1 1
7—Acute Poliomyelitis and
Policencephalitis
Measles ... X
Other Infective and Parasmﬂ
Diseases 3 1 L
ancer of Stumach 33 Ll S 1 R 1 8
ancer of Lung Bronchus 32 1| 20 9 2
ancer of Breast . 14 3 8 1 2
ancer of Uterus 10 5 2 3
4—Cancer of all other mtes 104 F 3N 36
5—Leukaemia and Aleukaemia 7 agralh, 3 - I
Diabetes ... 9 1 2 3 3
_Vascular Lesions of Nervous
System .| 210 2| 37| 62 109
Oronary D:sease—ﬂngma .| 204 6| 58| 8l 59
Hypertension with Heart Disease| 18 3 9 6
Dther Heart Diseases | 191 8 L 41 | 122
Other Diseases of the C:rculatnry
System 66 | . 1 13 11 41
Influenza 14 10 | 1 4 D
Pneumonia . R R S 1 2| 14 17 | 41
l—Bronchitis 1174 e 31 48 | 23
p—Other Respiratory D15e35e5 Tl S 1 2 3 1
i—Ulceration of the Stomach or
Duodenum 7 R 1 1 1 4
f—(rastro Enteritis and Dmrrhcea 85 |-3 1 1 1
p—Nephritis and Nephrosis... - ] [ 1 2
—Hyperplasia of Prostate... 10 1 1 8
)—Pregnancy, Childbirth and
Abortions ... L e 2
—Congenital Ma.lformatmns LH B
—Other defined and ill-defined
diseases S 1| 19 | ... | 4 1] 11 174 22§ 40
—Motor Accidents .. L. N 1 g [l (IR | e 4 1
All Other Accidents G o it 16 S 1 1 1 7 6 18
uicide e 5 .

Homicide and Dperatmns of War

18
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SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICE

Principal School Medical Officer and
Medical Officer of Health ...Jonn InNEs, M.D., D.P.H.
Deputy Principal School Medical
Officer and Deputy Medical
Officer of Health ...NoRrA MiLs, M.D. (Left 31.10.59)
Francis J. Cavchi, M.D., B.Sc,,
D.P.H. (Since 1.11.59) -
School Medical Officers ...Mary A. McKexzig, M.B,, Cu.B.
Doreex M. GINEVER, M.B., Cu.B.
(Since 1.10.59)
Principal School Dental Officer ... ...H. P. GLEDSDALE, L.D.S.

School Dental Officers ...R. G. Warson, L.D.5. (Part-time)
R. J. G. Young, L.D.5. do.
H. Gissoxn, L.D.S. do.
Mrs. J. Gieson, L.D.S. do.
(Left 19.12.59)

A. Jones, L.D.S. do.
(Since 6.4.59)
Medical Anaesthetist ...R. MarLinson, M.B., CH.B. do.
Speech Therapist ... ... VACANT
Orthoptist ... ...L1ana M. PEAK, D.B.O.
(Since 5.1.59)
School Nurses ...P. Joun, S.R.N.,S.CM.  HY.

B. MApEX, S.R.N.

E. MaxiM, S.R.N., O.N.

H. SimM, S.R.N.

A. ToxgE, S.R.N.

M. M. TurnER, S.R.N., S.

C. WALKER, S. R. N., R.F.
S.C.M., H. V Q.

Dental Attendants ... ...STEPHANIE ASHWORTH

(Since 21.9.59)

Lucy DaxNieLs, S.R.N.

g
Mary FLETCHER, S.R.N.
(Left 4.10.59)

4

CM., H. ‘V.
N,
N.

JESSIE LEACH
School Clinic Assistant ...Mrs. D. BARNISH

Clerks DoroTHY CLARENCE
MARJORIE CRABTREE

Consultants

Ophthalmic Surgeon ...A. STEWART ScotT, F.R.CS,, ED.,
D.O.M.S.

Aurists ...V. T. Ssutu, M.D., F.R.F.PS.
P. K. Basu, M.B., B.5.

Available for Consultation at Smith Street Clinic by arrangements willf
the Regional Hospital Board:

Paediatrician .. ...B. WoLmaN, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.C.HE
Orthopaedic Surgmn ...A. P. GRACIE, F.R.C.S.



To the Chairman and Members of the Education Committee of the
County Borough of Rochdale,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I submit my Annual Report for 1959, being the fifty-first Report on the
School Medical Services in Rochdale.

During the year there have been no major developments within the Service
although in the section dealing with school buildings it will be found that much
new planning has taken place and that 1960 and its immediate successors will
see quite a number of new developments in various directions.

An opportunity was taken last year of making comparisons over a long
period, in fact between the 1958 and 1927 health records. I't would, therefore, be
somewhat useless to repeat these comparisons this year.

The general picture of improved health continues and each year serves to
emphasise the importance of social and emotional factors. [t may be hard to
believe that we are passing through a period of law breaking. Nevertheless, that
would appear to be the situation, although the picture does not include the
particular forms of lawlessness known in this country in earlier centuries.
If we are to believe the pages of the national press, youth has in recent years
progressed from being excessively boisterous through hooliganism and vandalism
to thuggery and train wrecking, with quite definite danger to human life,

Youth itself can scarcely be blamed for this wave. It has a tendency to

B0 where it is led and to indulge in what is extolled. At the moment the lead

of the adult population contains far too much self and sectional interests and

far too little ethical principles, and it is very clear that both the national press
and the films extol violence.

|

In this part of the world we have very great difficulty in obtaining specialist
staff. As an example, our psychiatric services have been deficient for years.
Child guidance clinics, even if established, are somewhat handicapped when

put in the ring opposite the lure of newspaper interviews and photographs, and
the glamour of the films. The fight is just about as one-sided and as doomed
to failure as that between Health Authority advice about non-smoking and the
lavish advertisements and the gift coupons of the tobacco firms.






School Medical Report

The latest available estimate of the town’s population is 84,690,

SCHOOL POPULATION

Schools | Children

Secondary Schools 14 4,586
Primary Schools ... 28 7,964
Special Schools 3 199
Nursery Schools 4 315
49 13,064

Staff

Dr. N. Mills retired on the 31st October 1959, and Dr. F. J. Cauchi appointed
in her place took up the duties of Deputy Principal School Medical Officer on
the 1st November 1959. Dr. D. M. Ginever, appointed in Dr. Cauchi’s place
started work as School Medical Officer on the 1st October 1959.

Miss L. Peak started work as Orthoptist on the 5th January 1959.
There have been no changes in the school nursing staff.

Dr. Cauchi attended a course for Medical Officers on E.S.N. and M.D.
children at London University in April—May, and a course for Medical Officers
at Manchester University Department for the Education of the Deaf in October.

Mrs. Maxim, School Nurse, attended a Refresher Course at Cambridge in
July.

Miss John attended a Conference on Mental Health in London in the latter
part of October. She was sponsored by the Royal College of Nursing.

As usual several nursing and other students have visited the Clinic and
Special Schools as part of their training.

The Medical Research Council team continued to make use of the Clinic

premises for the periodic follow-up of cases within the Anti-Tuberculosis Vaccines
Trial.
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School Hygiene—Buildings

The routine inspection of school buildings by the School Medical Officers
at the time of Periodic Medical Inspections disclosed, on the whole, a satisfactory
state of hygiene. In only a few cases did the School Medical Officers make
recommendations for correction of defects such as inadequate ventilation in

- sanitary annexes,

The improvement of school premises was continued at a reasonable rate of
progress. At the Grammar School for Girls additional classrooms were provided
and the staff accommodation was considerably improved. At Heybrook School
the heating installation was replaced by a modern oil-fired plant which will

improve the heating of the school premises, and a new kitchen was completed and
opened in February.

Work on the St. Joseph's R.C. Secondary School, Kingsway, continued, but
it is not anticipated that the school will be ready for occupation until towards the

middle of 1960. This school will relieve the pressure on accommodation at all
the R.C. Schools in Rochdale.

Work was begun at Brownhill Special School in connection with the provi-
sion of improved and additional accommodation. It is anticipated that the

project will be completed by Easter 1960 and the pupils will then be transferred
~ from Brookfield House.

I} During the year discussions have taken place regarding various improve-
- ments which are to be carried out at several schools during the next twelve months.
These include the renewal of the electrical installation at Castleton Secondary
School, the provision of additional classroom accommodation and general
. improved facilities at Greenbank Secondary School, the partitioning of the open
- corridors at Norden School, the provision of hot water in the Technical School
- for boys, improvements in the sanitary accommodation at Derby Street and

- Oakenrod, and new kitchen facilities at Castleton, High Birch and St. Patrick’s
Schools.

The Ministry of Education has approved the provision of two new primary

| schools—one to replace St. John's R.C. Infant School, and the other to replace

All Saint’s, Healey and Redcross Street C.E. Schools. It is expected that work

will start on both these schools in the near future. During the year Norden C.E.
School was closed and the pupils transferred to Norden County Primary School.
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The total attendances at the Minor Ailment Clinic during 1959 were 4,289,
and the children attended because of the following conditions:
(Table II, Part A.B.D. and G, Pages 108 and 109)

1959 1958
Ringworm 3 2
Scabies ... 12 26
Impetigo - 37 35
Other Skin Diseases ... v 11358 76
External Eye Diseases A 73 84
E.N.T. Conditions S 116
Miscellaneous Minor Ailments... R | 891
Septic Wounds ... iy 1 119
Plantar Warts ... 94 71

The big increase, more than double, of cases under “Other Skin Diseases’
is accounted for by the large number of minor septic conditions of the skin,
popularly known as “heat spots” during the long very hot summer.

There have been no changes in the School Nursing Staff during the year,
and the usual high standards of a good school nurse have been well maintained.

Medical Inspections in Schools. (Part I, Page 106)

1959 1958
Periodic Medical Inspections ... 4 872 v 5,216
Special Inspections ... 166 100
Re-inspections ... 2034 2312
Brownhill Inspections 303 437
Total e e 7.375 8,065
Parents interviewed ... it i 385 293

FINDINGS AT MEDICAL INSPECTIONS

All the schools have been visited during the year for periodic medical
inspections, and routine medical examinations were carried out on school entrants,
school leavers and at intermediate ages of 8 years and 11 years, with the excep-
~ tion of five schools. A new system was tried in these schools, with the aim of
devoting more time and attention to children believed to require supervision.
The ‘screening’ to select these pupils requiring supervision was carried out by the
school nurse and the school medical officer in consultation with the teaching staff.
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As school entrants are not tested for vision as a routine, because at that
age children do not know their alphabet, the school nurse still continued the
sight testing of eight vear olds and during this examination the nurse could
discover not only eve defects, but other conditions also, for referral to the medical
officer. Similarly, during hygiene inspections the nurse again would pick up
and bring forward to the medical officer at the next inspection cases of unclean-
liness and poor home conditions. By consultation with the teaching staff, the
school nurse would also refer to the medical officer children with poor attendance,
poor progress, or with any defect found or suspected by the teachers.

For example, in one school where the pupils between the ages of eight and
eleven years numbered 612, the number due for medical examination according
to the old system was 299, of which 168 were for routine medical inspection.
Under the new system only 27 had a routine examination, 131 were re-inspec-
tions referred from previous examinations and 19 were special examinations.
In all, 28 parents were contacted either by letter or personally on account of
defects, although mainly small ones. However, six cases were referred to the
Ophthalmologist, one to the EN.T. Specialist, and one for Speech Therapy.

The medical officer had three long discussions with the head teacher, mostly
concerning backward children and behaviour problems. The medical officer
also discussed with the head teacher the wearing of glasses by pupils who need
them. The School Medical Officers are frequently confronted with children with
poor eyesight who have been tested and prescribed glasses by the School Ophthal-
mologist or an Optician, but who persistently do not wear them. This aversion
to wearing glasses is just as common among boys as among girls. When asked
the reason for this, these children are usually not very communicative, probably
because they are too self-conscious to admit that spectacles might spoil .
looks.

Once again the physical condition of pupils inspected was very satisfactory.
Out of 5,261 school children inspected only 36 were found in an unsatisfactory
condition, and these cases were followed up by home visits and observations,
and remedial treatment was given where and when necessary.

The largest number of pupils requiring or receiving treatment were suffering
from defects of vision and squints. On the other hand, nose and throat con
tions head the list of children requiring observation. Orthopaedic conditi
account for a considerable proportion of children requiring observation.

A large amount of minor foot defect is still with us and there is no ¢
that unsuitable footwear is in many cases a very important factor. In the cast
of the older girls ‘fashion’ is undoubtedly one of the causes, but in boys ant
younger girls one comes across far too many instances of the parent buying she



91

for the children through a ‘club’ without any previous fitting. An extreme case
was seen in the Minor Ailment Clinic, where the shoes were so short that the boy's
heels were actually out of and above the shoes.

In the early part of the year when we had foggy weather almost daily, there

was a tremendous amount of upper respiratory tract infections—coughs, colds

. and sore throats. The chest cases at Brownhill were very much below par and
did not gain weight.

However, the greatest problems, as remarked in last year's Report, are
concerned less with the pupils’ physical condition and more with emotional
difficulties. Besides affecting the children’s health and happiness, these demand
more and more time of the School Health Staff, the more so as we have no Child
Guidance Clinic to which suitable cases could be referred.

There is a continuing and increasing tendency for various people to demand
a psychiatric interview for children because they have indulged in what is little
more than normal misbehaviour or naughtiness. These interviews are often
useless when obtained, because in many cases the cause of the trouble, although
only too obvious, is impossible to remedy. Examples of this are broken homes
where parents vilify each other to the children, or cases where the child is
obviously showing failings such as lack of control, bad temper, impulsive
delinquency, etc. which are obviously hereditary. Another example occurs
regarding the obedience and respect demanded by certain parents whose own
conduct does not merit this.

It is interesting to note that many Central European children have now

| become absorbed into the community. They even seem to be losing their Slav

appearance. Their speech is now indistinguishable from that of Rochdale children

and their names in some cases have been Anglicised—Ohla=0lga, Wladimir—=

- Walter, Stanislaus=Stan. The parents often remain unmistakably foreign mn
speech and the grandparents have little or no English.

Infestation with Vermin. (Table I, Part D, Page 107)

All the schools were visited once in each term for hygiene inspection.
There were 27,467 inspections of children made and 58 children had to be sent

~ to the Cleansing Centre. Nits and vermin were found in 553 individual pupils
at 1,077 inspections. As might be expected a large proportion of these verminous

children are found amongst the same families who offer other problems besides
nits and lice.






Other conditions seen were:—
Nystagmus .- 9 (3 new cases)
Cataract .. ... 9 (2 new cases)
Bilateral colnbama nf iris and chnmld (1), coloboma

of macula (1), optic nerve atrophy (1), megalo-

cornea (1), Glaucoma (1), detached retina (1—

new case) 6
Blocked lachrymal ductq 6
Conjunctivitis (1), ptosis (1) dermmd [:} st {1} fﬂre1gn

body (1) ... I

Two blind and four partially sighted Rochdale children were in residential
special schools at the end of the year.

Orthoptic Clinic
Miss Peak, our New Orthoptist, began work at the Clinic on the 5th January.

The total attendances during the year numbered 1,965, of which 240 were
new cases and 357 were from outside the Borough area. 498 children failed to
attend when sent for, a second appointment was given and those cases who again
failed to reply were followed up by a School Nurse who, in turn, did a home
visit and investigated the circumstances, and usually the child eventually turned
up for treatment. In actual fact, although about one in five children failed to
keep the first appointment, very few remained without treatment.

At Birch Hill Hospital 120 refractions were done and 50 operations for squint
| were carried out, with the effect that there is now virtually no waiting list for

| refractions or operations.

During the year 209 children were discharged from the Clinic.

BEar, Nose and Throat Clinic

The consultant work was continued by Mr. Smith and Dr. Basu. The latter
was away in January, February and March, and his work was done by Dr. Hasain.

New cases examined ... 144
Re-examinations A e i 80

Operations for removal of tonsils and adenoids number 89 and 88 other
(non-operative) forms of treatment were given. At the end of the vear the
number of children on the waiting list was 62.
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The number of children attending special residential schools at the end
of the year was 15, six deaf and nine partially deaf. One was discharged during
the year and was attending a secondary modern school.

Audiometric Testing

The routine testing in schools of all school entrants was suspended during |
the vear. Selected special cases were examined in the Clinic and these totalled
15. Two were referred to the Consultant Otologist and six were re-examinations.

Three cases were referred to the Department for the Education of the Deaf
at Manchester University. Once again we wish to record our appreciation to
Professor Ewing and his staff for their invaluable help.

Speech Clinic. (Table III, Part 6, Page 111)

Since Miss Hartley left this Authority’s service in June, 1958 we have
remained without a Speech Therapist. In spite of repeated advertisements no
candidates have come forward.

During the year 89 children were found at the School Medical Inspections
to require observation and treatment. Of these, only two very severe cases have
been receiving treatment, by arrangement, with a neighbouring Authority.

Foot Clinic

The Foot Clinic has been held on Friday afternoons as before, and
numbers have again contracted in comparison with 1958.

During the vear 68 individual children were seen. There were eightee 1
new cases and 78 re-examinations. 31 children were discharged as needing
no further treatment and thirteen were crossed off the list because of repeatec
failure to attend when sent for.

As in previous years, awkward or difficult cases were referred to the G
paedic Consultant for his advice.
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Orthopaedic and Postural Defects. (Table III, Part 3, Page 110)

Thirty cases were referred by the School Medical Officers to Mr. Gracie
during 1959:—

Toe deformities ...
Flat feet and valgoid ankles ...
Knock-knee

Postural scoliosis

Torticollis

Ganglion

Others

Total

|3|¢Mﬂb&hmw

Of these, two children were admitted to hospital for operative treatment,

14 were kept under observation and treatment at Smith Street Orthopaedic

Clinic, six had their footwear adjusted, six were found to require no treatment
at the time of examination and two failed to attend.

Again we record our thanks to Mr. Gracie for his assistance and advice.

Consulting Paediatrician’s Clinic

During 1959 27 cases were referred to Dr. Wolman by the School Medical
Officers:—

Heart murmurs 8
Debility 5
Respiratory conditions 4
Enuresis ... 3
Others 7

Total 27

Of these children 7 were admitted to Lake View Continuation Hospital,
1 case of traumatic epilepsy was sent to a residential special school, 6 were kept
‘under observation and the remainder did not need any active treatment.

As in previous reports we wish to record our appreciation and thanks to
Dr. Wolman, for his advice, co-operation and helpful reports.
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High Birch Special (E.S.N.) School—School Organiser’s Report

Mr. R. A. Watson was appointed Headmaster in succession to Mr. L. N.
Spencer in September, 1959.

Efforts are now being made to emphasise and develop practical activities,
particularly for senior children, and good progress has been made in quite a short
time in Woodwork by the boys and in Cookery by the girls. On two occasions,
girls have volunteered to prepare and serve tea and cakes for Parents’ meetings—
an experience which provides good social training for the senior girls.

It is hoped to develop Gardening as an additional skill for the children
to acquire and to this end a plot of ground has been prepared during the Winter
ready for cultivation in the Spring. This plot will be used as a definite teaching
plot where simple gardening will be taught, such for instance as might be neces-
sary in maintaining a Council house garden.

The Youth Employment Officer continues to co-operate fully when pupils
leave school and all of them have been placed in suitable jobs.

In January 1960 an extra class will be opened and the school will then have
provision for 120 children.

One of the problems confronting the school at the present time is the
attitude of negativism shown by some children who have entered the school at a
late age and come from homes where little support or encouragement is given.
They are inclined to be resentful of school and are ‘in’, but not ‘of’ the school.
In these circumstances, it is difficult to establish the right kind of relationship
with school, at any rate with certain of the senior children. This is, no doubt,
a temporary situation which presents a challenge to the skill and devotion of the
teaching staff and which time will mend, particularly if late entry admissions
are avoided as much as possible.

Remedial Education—School Organiser’s Report

Some children present a problem which is specially wearing to teachers and
parents. They are the children who from the beginning to the end of their
school days find many and varied difficulties in learning what the normal child
learns. It is not merely that they are somewhat slower than the others in reach-
ing stages which most eventually reach—it is that their approach seems feebler,
or that it is frustrated for physical reasons or it is part of their general immaturity
as persons. In some cases the cause of their difficulties, whether in reading or
writing, can be discovered by observation and investigation and a remedy found.

- Then help given in the child’s own class may enable him to make up lost ground,
recover his confidence and develop as if he had not had a setback. This is the
general experience with children who have become backward through absence.
Only if this backwardness is neglected will it become serious.
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Others are retarded because their environment is too narrow or the people
in their lives exercise an adverse influence. Still others, unfortunately a large
group, make little progress because they have little capacity. Even to enable
them to work to capacity makes great demands on a teacher. How best to
help all these children while they remain in ordinary classes with children who are
much more able, without giving less than a fair share of time to any group, is one
of the inescapable problems of class teaching. Fortunately, the present ways of
teaching children seem to offer much to the dull as well as to the bright, and the
emphasis upon working with groups or individuals cannot fail to benefit those
who are handicapped.

Even so, most schools have a problem of educating children whose meagre
mental endowment makes it unlikely that they will ever make normal progress,
and for whom the hope of ‘catching up’ is a delusion to teacher, parent and child.
No child can thrive or progress if he is bewildered or disheartened, but those who
are hopeful and confident may use even meagre talents to reach unexpected levels
of achievement. Perhaps the most important thing is to keep them hopeful and
to make them welcome and respected in the school community.

It will become obvious from this that the key to the problem is with the
teachers who have a full understanding of children, of their difficulties, their needs
and their interests, and who have both the sympathetic approach to and know-
ledge of teaching techniques, as well as the time to give full individual attention
to the backward child. There is an increasing interest in the problem of the dull
and backward child, as indeed there ought to be, because he is not a unique
feature of any school. He is entitled to his full share of teaching attention, but
because of his natural h'ml:licaps he needs to be taken along at a much slower
pace. However, the challenge is being accepted. There is an increasing provi-
sion by the Universities of long term courses for teachers who wish to specialise
in remedial education. Teachers are giving freely of their time to attend local
courses in their desire to help the retarded, the dull and the backward pupil, and
to obtain a fuller understanding of his problems. These problems will always be
in our schools, in greater or less degree dependent upon the quality and number
of those most actively concerned—the teachers.

Children Notified to the Local Authority for Mental Deficiency

During 1959 seventeen children were recommended to the Education Com-
mittee as suitable for notification to the Local Authority for Mental Deficiency.
Eleven had attended High Birch Special School and were notified under Su
section 5, Section 57 of the Education Act, as being in need of statutory super-
vision. The other six were notified under Sub-section 3, Section 57, as

incapable of receiving education in school.
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Immunisations

During the year 319 children of school age received a full course of primary
diphtheria immunisation and 772 children who had been previously immunised
received reinforcing injections.

In addition, 4,098 children received a full course of primary poliomyelitis
immunisation and of these 2,472 were children of school age.

Poliomyelitis sessions were held at the Carlton Dance Hall during ‘jive’
sessions. Many teenagers were immunised here who would never come to any
Clinic, however conveniently sited or timed, partly from laziness or apathy, and
partly because they prefer to do things with a crowd of their contemporaries
rather than take any individual action. They have also a great reluctance to
take time off from work or play.

The noise at these sessions made by seven hundred or more teenagers plus
dance music and ‘pop’ records amplified to the maximum, has to be heard to be
believed. The noise i1s daunting even to School Medical Officers, accustomed
as they are to work in a continual racket.

No skin testing for tuberculosis was carried out during the year, but sixteen

children of school age were given B.C.G. vaccination at the Chest Clinic under
the contact scheme.

Infectious Diseases

During the year the infectious diseases notified in school children were as
follows:—

1959 1958
Scarlet Fever ... 43 11
Measles ... - S48 83
Whooping Cough 29 15
Chicken Pox ... 11 16
Dysentery 23 45
Erysipelas — 1
Poliomyelitis ... e — 1
Food Poisoning ... — 1
Tuberculosis—Pulmonary T e T s — 2
Non-pulmonary 1
Pneumonia 7 o
461 176
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Children Neglected in their Own Homes

A member of the School Medical Staff has attended each meeting of the
Joint Committee for Children Neglected or Ill-treated in their own Homes.
On every occasion she has either been able to supply useful information to assist
the Committee in its decisions, or has given background information about cases
already being dealt with by the Department.

Of the six new cases dealt with, three were referred from the School Medical
Department.

The first of these involved two children and the mother was employed on
night work. There was no father at home, and consequently the children were
left on their own each night. Ewventually the problem was solved by a change of
address and the mother transferring to day work. |

The second case involved two children who with their mother and step-
father had gone to live at the house of their own father under very unsatisfactory
conditions. Re-housing of the step-father and mother, together with the children
solved the problem here.

The third case involved one child. The mother had left her own house
and had gone with the child to live at a very unsatisfactory house nearby where
there was another family with a bad history. This latter family were to be
re-housed almost immediately and the mother was informed that she would
have to find alternative accommodation. Eventually she obtained rooms and
was joined by an older daughter who was working.

Other Medical Examinations

The medical examinations of adults at the School Clinic during 1959, are
classified as follows:

Corporation Superannuation Scheme... 171
Full time workers in School Meals Service ... 70
Candidates for Teachers Training College ... 61

The following special examinations were made of children, figures which
cannot be included in the Statistical Tables:

Children undertaking part-time employment

Children going to camp, holidays abroad, boarded-out, acting
in pantomime, returning to Special Schools i

Special Survey of children prematurely born

The 150 children prematurely born, consisted of 61 six-year olds, 42 eight-
year olds, and 47 ten-year olds.
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National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children

Inspector Budd reports that during 1959, 147 cases were investigated.
Of these, 5 cases involving 13 children, 8 boys and 5 girls, were reported by the
Rochdale Education Department, while 3 cases involving 8 children reported in
1958 were still being supervised during 1959. All these cases were satisfactorily
- dealt with, without any court action.

Convalescent and Holiday Homes

The Moorland Home gave holidays to 179 children, all of whom were
examined at the School Clinic beforehand. There is no doubt that these children
receive considerable benefit to their health and happiness by the time spent
in cleaner air, with better routine and more regular hours of sleep.

Pearson’s Fresh Air Fund again provided a holiday for 74 Rochdale girls
at Squires Gate, Blackpool, and seven of these were chosen for a Christmas
holiday also.

SCHOOL MEALS SERVICE—ORGANISER'S REPORT

i During 1959 the number of meals produced in the twenty-one kitchens in
- this Authority was 1,185,224, compared with 1,100,000 in 1958.

A new kitchen was opened in February at Heybrook School with a capacity
of 250 meals and serving the Infant, Junior and Secondary Departments of the
School. The Cook-Supervisor at this kitchen was one of the Authority’s first,
| cadet-cooks to complete the course under the training scheme and be appointed
to take charge of a kitchen.

The number of meals being produced at Brownhill Central Kitchen has
increased temporarily due to the Authority’s agreement to serve the Convent
~ Grammar School until its new kitchen is built. The actual number of meals
being sent from this kitchen to schools belonging to this Authority is decreasing
as each new kitchen is opened, in accordance with the policy to provide every
school with its own kitchen. The number of meals produced daily at Brownbhill
in December 1959 was 720 compared with 750 the previous year, but only 500 of

these were for Local Authority schools.

All full-time employees in the School Meals Service have been medically
examined during 1959, and the health and hygiene of the kitchen staff has been
reported to be very satisfactory.
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SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE

All schools, including Nursery and Special Schools have been visited for
Routine Dental Inspection during the year, the number seen showing a small
increase over 1958. The percentage, 609, with dental defects of some kind or
other, is the same as the previous year and, with the national tendency for Dental
Caries to increase, is unlikely to improve without adequate staff to provide
inspection and treatment on a bi-annual rather than an annual basis.

In 1957, after a period of acute staffing difficulties, the percentage found
with tooth defects was 75. The war and post war years up to 1949, with restric-
tions on sweets and luxury foods, showed percentages of 50 or less, but pre-war
with age groups up to 14 only being inspected, the percentage with dental defects
was 65. There is today an increased interest in dental care, but no reduction
in tooth decay. A reduction in sweet consumption between meals, regular
tooth cleaning after meals, and fewer soft and preponderantly carbohydrate
diets would probably improve matters.

The staff operative during the year has been, with the exception of the
Principal Dental Officer, on a part-time basis and, with ups and downs, some
759, of the establishment. This is slightly better than last year and has enabled
some 800 more fillings to be done as well as an increased number of orthodontic
and denture cases to be undertaken. A reduction in the number of children
with dental defects is only likely to be achieved by adequate and more perm-
anent staff, together with a better understanding of the factors which cause
dental decay.

As recommended in the report from the Ministry of Education which followed
the visit of its Dental Adviser in September 1958, modernisation and improve-
ment of Clinic premises has been carried out. New and up-to-date equipment
has been installed in the Norden, Penn Street and Brimrod Clinics, thus providing
excellent surgeries with better operating conditions. Penn Street and Norden
have been attractively decorated and given modern lighting which has improved
the premises considerably. It is expected that similar treatment will do the
same for Brimrod. Building of the new Clinic in the Kingsway area is to start
next year as well as the Health Authority Clinic at Hill Top, Kirkholt and these,
when completed and staffed, will provide excellent coverage for that part of the
Borough.

Approval has been given for another new Clinic in the Spotland area and
these with several interesting new features should provide attractive modern
surgeries.

It is hoped that further implementation of the Minister's report in the
shape of a new central multi-surgery clinic which is badly needed to provide
the co-ordination of specialist and administrative services which are now dis-
persed amongst the existing clinics, will effect still greater improvement.
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Nursery Schools—Report by Dr. K. W. Thakre

During the year 41 medical inspections have been carried out and 497
children examined at the four nurseries.

The general health of most of the children is quite good, a few have minor
defects and complaints. Most of the children were examined every three months.
The number examined at each visit was between twelve and sixteen, of whom
more than half had no complaints. This number of examinations left little time
to interview mothers. To economise on time and effort a new system was evolved
at the end of the year which is:—

1. To examine all entrants and leavers;
2. To see any children with complaints;
3. To see children with defects more often;
4

To see children put forward by the Head Mistress with any complaints
or for reasons of prolonged absence.

All this reduced the number of children examined at each medical inspection
and more time to interview mothers and discuss the children with the teachers
was made available.

The types of defects which have been reported are as follows:—

Teeth ... 78 Heart and Circulation ... 8
Eyes— Lungs ... s 6
Vision ... 6 Deformity 54
Other ... 33 Posture .. ; ik 27
Ears— Flat Foot, etc. ... i 24
Hearing ... 8 Poor Mental Developmen 5
Other s 10 Other Diseases ... 5
Topsils ... 93 Speech 13
Cervical Glands ... ot i

The above are numbers of defects found and not numbers of chﬂdrei.

Postural defects, knock-knees and flat feet are treated with advice, exercises
and raising of shoes. The difficult ones are referred to Mr. Gracie, the Ortho-
paedic Surgeon. Tonsils and Squints are referred to their respective specialists.

There are a few partially deaf and a few with speech defects who would
have benefited by Speech Therapy. Unfortunately, the post is still vacant and
class teachers have to do their best to help.
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Cleanliness Inspections

No. Clean Nits Vermin
1958 1958 1958 1958
4651 .. 4460 ... 18L .. 10
1959 1959 1959 1959
January—March ... 800 ... 747 ... o Lt 8
April—July 13800 ie 10409 ) 8B+ il 12
August—December ... 1,001 ... 267 et J& L 2
2000 1 L 2,783 ... 135 ... 22

Out of 2,920 inspections, 157 showed actual vermin or nits. The number
of head inspections is less than last year as the Department was short of Health
Visitors and more time could not be spared.

Teachers and staff of all the Nurseries have been most helpful and co-opera-
tive and I would like to thank them for all their help.

Cost of Medical and Dental Inspection, and Treatment
Year Ending 31st March 1959.

£

Salaries of Medical, Dental and other staff ... ... 16,566
Local Government Superannuation—

Equivalent Contribution ... 832

Equal Annual Charge ... 521

Additional Allowance ... 10
National Insurance ... b 423
Printing, Stationery and Advertlsmg 237
Postages and Telephones 271
Drugs, Medical Requisites and Apparatus . 2,054
Uniforms and Clothing... 225
Rents, Rates and Insurance ... 438
Travelling and Subsistence ... 181
Upkeep of Buildings—Repair and Mamtenance 953
Fuel, Light and Cleaning 1,417
Medical Examinations . : 89
Cleansing of Pupils and C]ﬂthmg 128
Conveyance of Children 310
Other Expenses 43

125,198
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Number of Individual Pupils found at Periodic Medical Inspection to require
treatment (excluding Dental Diseases and Infestation with Vermin)

Age Groups For defective For any of the
Inspected vision other conditions | Total individual
(By vyear of birth) |(excluding squint)] recorded in pupils
Part II
(1) ﬁ (2) (3) (4)
1955 and later - 16 16
1954 13 93 93
1953 | 14 95 93
1952 | 1 18 17
1951 36 74 98
1950 40 92 80
1949 7 13 17
1948 60 52 103
1947 ‘ 71 72 124
1946 11 8 17
1945 66 47 101
1944 and earlier 114 62 162
TOTAL 433 602 921
C.—OTHER INSPECTIONS
Number of Special Inspections 166
Number of Re-inspections 2118
Total 2,284
D.—INFESTATION WITH VERMIN
(a) Total number of individual examinations of pupils in schools by
school nurses or other authorised persons 30,387
. (b) Total number of individual pupils found to be 1nfested 710
(¢) Number of individual pupils in respect of whom cleansing notices
were issued (Section 54(2), Education Act, 1944) ... 50
(d) Number of individual pupils in respect of whom cleansing orders
were issued (Section 54(3), Education Act, 1944) ... 10
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TABLE V. 4
HANDICAPPED PUPILS REQUIRING EDUCATION AT mﬁ?
SCHOOLS OR BOARDING IN BOARDING HOMES
(1) Blind |(3) Deaf mﬂﬂ' F}m )
(2) Par- |(4) Par- {Glggi- subnor- ﬁ
tially tially mal l'gt-
sighted | Dea m {ﬂlw >
M@ @@ ][6G)] 6 ﬁ} @) [ ©]

In the calendar vear ended 31st

December, 1959 :—

(A) Handicapped Pupils newly
placed in Special Schools :
or Boarding Homes wl—1 1] 1| 2|22] 3|14 |81 =

(B) Handicapped pupils newly
assessed as requiring
Education at Special 5(:]10-01!
or Boarding Homes vl — | — | 1 1 41| 2 (25| — | —

On or about January 31st, 1960 :-

(C) Number of Handicapped
Pupils from the area—

(i) attending Special Schoulal

(a) as Day Pupils ol — | 1| — | 2|58 6111 | —

(b) as Boarding Pupils..., 2| 3| 6| 8| 1| 7| 4| 1
(i) attending independent

schools under Authority

arrangers nts na — == 2 2

II
I
|

[
I

(iii) boardet. .n Homes

ToraL (C) | 2| 4| 6|10 |54 |15 [115| 3

(D) Number of Handicapped
Pupils being educated
under arrangements made ;
under Section 56 of the | |
Education Act, 1944— |
(i) in hospitals ..., (40! Pupils were e/ducated 1958-59)
(i1) elsewhere 1| — E

— — — 2 a— — — ——

(E) Number of Handicapped |
Pupils from the area re- |
quiring places in Special |
Schools (including any such
unplaced children who are |
temporarily receiving home |
tuition) | ool 2| —=|—|—|30| 1] 8|—|—1

[F] Were on the rf:g:sters of hmpltal special schools 12

(G) Number of children reported during the year—
(a) under Section 57 (3) (excluding any returned under (b))—6
(b) i aa ., relying on Section 57 (4)—0
(c) o (a)—1]

of the Education Act, 1944









