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RIVER BELYTH PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY

ANNUAL REPORT
of the Medical Officer of Health for 1954

WarerLoo Howvse,
WarrrLoo RoaD,

Janunary, 1955,
To the Chairman and Members of the River Blyth Port Health Authority.

I have the honour to present the Annual Report on the work of Port Health Administration at
the Port of Blyth for the year 1954.

As in the preceding year this report is presented in accordance with the instructions issued by
the Ministry of Health Form 20, and the tabular information is in the sequence laid down by that

Form.

The total number of vessels which arrived during the vear was 3,477, including Fishing Vessels,
and is a slight veduction on the previous twelve months. Foreign Vessels (Foreign and Coastwise
e i Lok Ml E ol : g
numbered 697, including Fishing Vessels. This is also slightly less than last year.

The amount of Coal and Coke shipped from the Port during the vear was 5,366,582 tons, which
is also a reduetion on the vear 1953, ITmports discharged were : Mining and other Timber, 12,360 tons :
Cement 52,020 tons : hﬂnhrw Tiles, ete., 6,876 tons. Total imports were slightly more than the

previnm-. year,

PUBLIC HEALTH (SHIPS) REGULATIONS, 1952

The above Regulations became operative from the Ist October, 1952, awd deal with Infectious
Diseases, now to be known as Quarantinable Diseaszes, sanitary control of ships and persons, Deratting
Certificates, ete.

INSPECTION OF VESSELS

The work of dealing with nuisances and defects on vessels will be found itemised in the appropriate
tables attached to the Report.

[ again record with pleasure the kind assistance received from time to time from the Blyth Havbour
Commission, River Pilots, H.M. Customs Officers, Immigration Officer, and Ministry of Transport
Survevors for their help and co-operation with the staft of the Port Health Authority

R.J. P. R.CAMPBELL, M.B.. Ch.B.,
Medical Officer of Health,
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RIVER BLYTH PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY

MEMBERS OF AUTHORITY AT 4th JUNE, 1954 WITH CHANGES SINCE THAT DATE

Chairman : ALpeErmax J. R. Curery, B.EM., J.P.

Vice-Chairman : ALbeEpMAY F. BAFFERTY

ALDERMAY H, DowxacHIE (b), ALDERMAN A, WarTow, J.P.

CouNciLLors G, W, BARKER
(z., CoLpiTTS,
J. W. Parrisox,
5 H. W. SugpHERD

Name of (Mficer

“;'_'T HarrIsox
Miss L. OwEex
R.J.P. R. CamPRELL
A M. Tarr ...

Jorx Dinks

RoserT H. CrAMP...

Axx Harris

(b)

Clerk to the

(a) CovxoiLror Berr died 9th August, 1954,
ArpErMaN Doxxacure, died 23rd December, 1954,

Chosen to fill Vacaneies

(a) CouxciLLor P. Maw.

(h) CovrxcoinLor Mrs, L. M. SuMMmERs.

SECTION I—Staff

Table A
Nature of Date of
Appointment Appointment Cualifications

A s

| 1st September,

Authority 1944

Deputy Clerk to lst Oetober, ACIS.
the Authority 1947

Medieal Officer of | 1st Oetober, M.B., Ch.B.
Health 1949

Deputy Medical Ist July. 1951 | M.B.. Ch.B.

Officer of Health |
Sanitary Inspector | 15th June,

1928

Sanitary Insp.
Certificate
R.5.1. Meat
and Food
Cert. RS0,

Rodent Officer 11th January,
1952

Office Clerk 1st March,
1954

Dr. R. J. P. R. Campbell's address :

e e e e

CovxciLLors H. BeLL (a)
J W.
A. H. Payxe
G. W, Warsox

KENNEDY

Any other
Appointments held

Deputy Town Clerk
Borough of Blyth.
Town Clerk’s Staff,
Borough of Blyth.

General Practice,

General Practice,

None,

N o,

WarerLoo HouseE, WATERLOO Boap, BLyTH, NORTHUMBERLAND.,

Telephone No.: Bryrn 226,

1



ships from

Foreign Ports
(Constwise Ports

ToTans

Passenger Traflic

SECTION II
Amount of Shipping entering the District during the Year

Table B
Number of Ships
Number Inspected reported as having
Number Tonnage or having had
By the Infectious Disease
By the Hanitary on board during
M.OLH. [nspector the Voyvage
234 227,710 20 234 |
001 2003052 il 3,065
305 2,300,792 S 3,308 |
Frsiize VEssELS No, Tonnage
Foreien... 154 12 997
Coastwise =] 607
Crews
Foreign Coastwise Fighing Total
8618 42 256 2,513 33,387

SECTION III
Character of Shipping and Trade during the Year 1954
Table C.

[(Number of Passengers INWARDS
Number of Passengers OUTWARDS
Passengers on Temporary Shore Leave

67
91
124

There iz no regular passenger traftic at the Port. (See Table for Aliens).

Clarge Tratic

-~

Prineipal IMPORTS
v,

Principal EXPORTS

=

|
|

{

Mining Timber
Other Timber

Cement
Roofing
Sundry
Coal

Fuel Oil

Sundry

10,626 tons
1,734
52,020
3,723

3,153
...0, 366,682
2 060

i

Tie: |

Total quantity of Fish landed at the Port from local Fishing Boats was 183 tons.



The following are the Ports from which vessels have arived (—

FOREIGN PORTS

Norway ... ... Bergen, Aalsund, Harum, Christiansand, Oslo, Haugesund, Sanda
Frederikstad.

SWEDEN ... ... Gothenbory, Helsingborg, Limham, Nyvborg, Oscarsham.

DENMARK... ...  Copenhagen, Aarhus, Vejle., Elzinore, Odense, Kolding, Hobro,

Bolborg, Struer, Kyndby, Fredericia.

Houraxp oo Antwerp, Ymuiden, Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Dordrecht, Gronigen,
Delfzyl Zeebrugge.

GERMANY oo Emden, Bremen, Hamburg, Lubeck, Kiel, Altona.
BeLGium . Dstend, Antwerp, Bruges, Nieuport.
Fraxce ... oo Dunkirk, Boulogne, Calais, St. Malo, Rouen, Ghent, Granville,
Treport.
FiNLAND .. KEsbjorg, leeland, Akurevri.
PoLasp ... ... Danzig,
Faror IsLes ... Faroe.
SECTION 1V

Inland Barge Traflic
There is no barge traffic at the Port,

SECTION V

Water Supply
No change.

SECTION VI

Public Health (Ships) Regulations, 1952
No change.

SECTION VII
Smallpox

|.—The Northern Regional Hospitals Board have made arrangements for the admission of
Smallpox eases to the Langley Park Isolation Hospital, Co. Durham (Telephone No. @ Chester-le-Strect
3207). The Doctor in charge of this Hospital will be Dr. Gavin Miller, of Sacriston, Co. Durham. His
Telephone No. is Sacriston 232,

2 —The Northumberland County Council are rvesponsible for the ambulance serviee. Dr. Al
Donaldson, the Medical Ofticer for the Blyvth and Bedlington Local Authorities is responsible for the
vaccinal state of the ambulanee erews,

2 NaMES 0F SMALLPOX CONSULTANTS AVAILABLE ;

De. J. B. BEAL, Dr, Winsoxs Misss,
|”E|: Great North Boad, Gostorth, 3. 113, Hl'['tl.ll‘l'l.' Drive, Gosforth, 3.
Neweastle upon Tyvne. Newcastle upon Tyne.
Telephone No. : Gosforth 52240, Telephone No. @ Gosforth 54282,

4. Facitrries For Laporarory Diacxosis oF Smannrox. Laboratory facilities ave providesd ad
the General Hospital, Westgate Boad, Neweastle upon Tyne, 4

3



SECTION VIII
Venereal Disease

Information is given freely to seamen of all ranks during the normal inspection of ships. Facilities
are offered at three clinics in the North of Fngland.

Notiees with the time and date for treatment at the local Clinic are left in the crews’ quarters when
ofticials of the Port Health Authority are on board during their times of inspection.

The following are the times for treatment at these clinies :
Blyth V.D. Clinie, 22, Stanley Street.—Males and Females, Thursdays, 3 to 6 p.m.

Preston Hospital, North Shields, Borough of Tynemouth.—Males, Tuesdays and Fridays,
3 to 7 pa.: Females, Wednesdays 5 to 7 pom. ; Fridays, 2 to 4 p.m.

General [lmluiril ‘u'n--d;.{.lh' toad, Newcastle upon Tyne.—Males daily 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon
and 2 to 7 pm. ;. Females, daily 9.30 to 12 noon, and 3 to 7 p.m.

SECTION 1X
Table D

Cases of notitiable and other infectious diseases on ships.

Number of Cases Number of

during the year ships
Category Disease coneerned
Passengwsl Crew

Ceses landed from ahq}%irum foreign ports ...| [‘ubumulusiﬁ Nil | | 1
(Cases which have occurred on ships from ' |

foreign ports, but have been disposed of

before arrival Nil Nil | Nil Nil
("ases landed from other ships Nil Nil | Nil Nil

No other infections dizseases srred ne o 1O Ve 3 any s ¥ CHsEs,
No other infectious diseases oceurred in the Port, nor have there been any suspected

SECTION X
Observation on the occurrence of Malaria in Ships

The trade of the Port is principally with Scandinavia and the low countries. On very rare occasions
there may be ships from South America and the Mediterranean or India. Over a period of vears no
case of Malaria has been reported.

SECTION XI
Measures taken against Ships infected with or suspeeted for Plague.

As no ship has arrived nt the port infected with or suspected for Plague, action under the above
section has not been necessary. Inqguiries are however made as to the mortality and prevalence of rats
aboard and inspections Lttluml out by 1|u Authority’s rodent operator.

1



SECTION XII
Measure against Rodents in Ships from Foreign Ports
1.—Oun arrival at the Port vessels are examined and if there i= any evidence of rats notice is at
once served on the Master. The Port Health Authoritv have there own official Rodent Operator.
Particular attention is given to vessels arviving directly or indireetly from infected areas.

2.—Rats were examined after being canght, and all specimens appeared healthy.  None of which
showed any abnormal lesions, and none were therefore sent to the Public Health Laboratory, Newcastle
upon Tyne.

3.—When a vessel is found to be infested with rats notice is served on the Master requesting fumi-
gation. He, through his Agent, gets in touch with an authorised fiem of tumigators to carry out the
work. The chief and most popular method is by Hydrogen Cyvamde. The standard required for Inter-
national purposes is strictly adhered to. Sulphur Dioxide is now rarely used.

When vessels are undergoing fumigation ever precaution is taken, such as posting of notices on the
ships, also the fencing off of Iht: gangways to render the process as free as pm-.thh;, from accidents,
The minimum period for exposure for this gas is two hours, generally four to six in practice, and this
effects a considerable saving of time compared with the older method of Sulphur Dioxide.

Contractors who carry out fumigations HCN at this port are:—
Messrs. A. MiLpuerx & Co. Lrp_,
Mill Dam,
South Shields.

Messrs, Barser & Herox,
Templetown,
Tyne Dock,
South Shields,

4. —In the construction of modern vessels considerable progress has been made in the provision
of rat-proof compartments. Bulkheads and partitions are usually steel, and with a minimum of timber
it is difficult for rodents to find harbourage. Modern Naval Architecture is coping with the prablem
satisfactorily.

Table E
Rl:-l;lents destroyed durmg the Year in Shlps from Fnrelgn Ports

Category : Number
Black Rats ‘ =i
Brown Rats —
Npecies not known —
=ent for examination —
Infected with Plague - -

All specimens recovered have been examined microscopically, and these were found free from any
abunormal lesions.

The total number of brown rats recovered from the Quayside after poizon baits had been put down
was 1,175,



Table F

Deratting Certificates and Deratting Exemption Certificates issued during the year for Ships from
Foreign Ports, 1954

No. of Deratting Certificates issued Number of
- —_—— ——  Deratting Total
After Fum igation with Exemption = Certificates
- - After After Certificates issued
HCN Other Fumigant Trapping Poisoning Total izsued
{state method)
| -— : — I 85 86

Trapping has been carried out during the vear but the ships affected were not in commission,
therefore no certificates were issued.

SECTION XIII
Inspection of Ships for Nuisances
Table G

Inspection and Notices

|
Notices Served
MNature and number sl

Result of
of Inspections Statutory Notices Other Notices Serving Notices
Routine Inspections S.8. | Work done and

2028 | 125 Nuisances abated
MV. |

Do. 1,275 | 5] Do.
FV. | '

Do, 172 :. - Do.

ToTAL ... 3475 | B Do,



Britizh
Norwegian
Panamanian
Datch
Swedlish
Spanizh
German
Finnish
Marovian
Danish
Costa Rican
Eussian
[talian
Swiss
Leelandie ...
Faroese
Greek

Port Rican
Belrian
French
Portuguese

British
leelandie ...
Dutech

SECTION XIV
No change.

SECTION XVI
Miscellaneous
Mortuary—No change,
Food Inspection— No change.

NATIONALITIES OF SHIPS

Fishing Vessels

GranD ToranL FOrR YEAR

3.304

e
150

17

3456



VESSELS BOARDED

The tollowing table gives a list of vessels boarded during the yvear by the Medical Offieer of Health

or Sanitary Inspector on account of disease on board during the vovage or whilst in Port.

Dt
7. 1.54
25. 1.54
3. 254
i 2.54
. 204
. 254
2, 2,54
R T
0. 3.54
0. 3.54
13, .54
16, 3.54
M. 4.54
9. 4.54
19, 4.54
28, 4.54
. D.hd
7. 554
B o0
12. 5.54
16, 5.54
15. 5.4
6. h.od
G, 6G.54
20, 6.54
20, 6.54
2. 7.64
8. 7.0d
12. 7.54
165, 7.54
IT7. 7.0d
3. 85.04
b S04
9, 5.54
1, =.54
1L, 8.54
17. RS54
21. 8.54
26, 5.04
30, 8.0

Name of vessel and Nationality

Thetis (Swede)

Karin (Panamanian)
Capthall (British)
Farna (Norge)
Cordale (British)
Kalle (Finn)

Fryvken (Swede)

M.V. Nato {Dutch)
Humbergate (British)
Fogdo (Swede)

Celtic Queen (Britizh)

Lady Charrington ( British)
Zeeland (Duteh)

Clara Blumeafield (German)
Hudson Bank (British)
Nautilis (Grerman)

Spray (British)

Maud "Thovdon (Finn)
Signal (German)
l.l'.au'i,-u:iiul].ul [ British)
Mairoula M (British)
Fthel Everard {(British)
Hanne Skoun {Dane)
Zecland (Duteh)

Maud (Swede)

Vindo (Swede)

Saturnus (Dutch)
De-Hoop { Duteh)
Actuality (Brivish)
Clormoat (British)
Sonthwoodd (British)
Cornelia Maria (Duatch)
Jacoh [”IIh'ia}

Norman Queen (British)
H.K.8. De-Hoop {(Duteh)

Crisela Mever Gerhards (German)

John M {British)

P.L. Pahlszon (Swede)
Dalphun (Duteh)
Wiaterland (British)

All eases sel ont below received atiention and {reatment.

Where from
Gothenborg
Lonelon
Lazith
Methil
Lavnuelon
Fochester
e
Middlesbrough
Shoreham
Hambury

Lonulon
Lionclon

i iel
Dardrecht

| London

Lubeck

Lonulon

| Antwerp
[ Boulogne

Lomnilon
London

| Aalborg
[ Wismar

Rotterdam
Amsterdam
Middlesbrough
e

Sen
Yarmouth
London
shoreham
Sea

ha i1
Portsmonth
Sen

Hartlepool
London
London
Sen
Clense

Rating

Sailor
Mate
Fireman
Mate
Sailor
=adlor
Sadlor
Sailor

2 =ailors

Sailor
Sadlor
Sailor
=ailor
A.B.

? Firemen

Officer
Officer
Mate
ook
Sailor
Cook
Cook
Fireman
2l Mate

| Clook

Sailor
sailor
Sailor
Cook
Fireman
Hailor

3 Sailors
Mate

3 Sailors

sailor
Captain
Sailor
Sailor
Wonman
passenger

Rickness
Rhenmatism
Ear Trouble
Dental Caries,
Bronchitis,
Laumbago
V.D.
Innflenza
V.D.
Accident.
Septic hand and
Dermatitis.
Accident
Accident.,
stomach trouble,
Baoils.
Ear troubile
V.D. andd
Ear trouble.
Eve aceident,
Y.
Stomach trouble.
Acecident to hand.
Accident to foot.
Accident to ribs,
V..
Tonsilitis
Dental earies,
V.D,
Appendicitis.
Hernia.
Dental caries
il
do.
Abdominal trouble.
Aceident to hane.
Arthritis.
Injured hand. knee
and head.
Injured hand,
Dermatitis,
Mental Depression
lental caries.
Aceident to arm.



Vessels Boarded—ocontinued

Date Name of vessel and Nationality Where from Rating Sickness
3. 854 Hovding (Swede) Frederickstad mailor Accident to arm.
. .54 Halecience (British) London 2nd Mate Dvspepsia.
11. .54  Matching (British) Sea [ 2Znd Engineer | Accident to hand.
3.10.54 Formality (British) Antwerp 2 Seamen Injury to ankle and
| fractured rib.
15.10.54  Blyth Trader | British) Liverpool [ Hailor d 194 & 8
211054  Norma (Swede) Ipswich | Steward Accident to hand,
4.11.54  Atair (Swede) London | Sailor Aceident to foot.
10.11.54  Ayton (British) London Mess Boy Influenza,
27.11.54  Alstern (Swede) London Mate Accident to arm.
2001154 Mercur (Finn) totterdam Steward Dental caries.
4.12.54 Transic (Swede) Middleshrough Stewand Fractured foot.
4.12.54 Sagacity (British) London Sailor Accident to head.
8.12.54 Radmanso (Swede) Port Talbot | Mess Boy Accident to hand,
12.12.54 Huntsfield { British) Gydnia ook Accident to eye.
14.12.54  Pinewood (British) London | Mess Boy Accident to foot,
15.12.54  Runmaro (Sweide) Port Talbot | Deck Boy Ear trouble.
27 12.54 | Nordwind (Geriman) Oslo Steward Dental caries,
tlo. clo. ilo. Znd Mate Acecident.

The following fatal acecidents oceurred |

0. 3.54  Pinewood (British) Laondon Fireman Dheow e,
31. 5.54 | Folda (British) Tyne Fireman Do e,

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949
No change.

39 Rodent Control Certificates were issued during the vear.

NOTES ON SOME CASES REPORTED

January Tth, 1954 8.8, Thetis (Swede).  On arrvival from Gothenborg the Master was reported
unwell, he was later examined and found to be affected with Rheumatism, amd received treatment
before sailing.

February 2nd, 1954. M.V, Fryken (Swede).  One of the erew, an Able Seaman. was found to be
suffering from Influenza when this vessel arvived from Dundee. He received medical treatment during
his stay in port, and was practically recovered when he left the Port.

March 9th, 1954, S.8. Fogdo (Swede).  After this vessel arrived from Hamburg a Sailor was
reported sick, and later received treatment for a septic arm, considerable improvement was shown
hetore leaving the Port.

April 8th, 1954. 5.5 Zecland (Duteh). On arrival from Kiel, a sailor was fonnd to be suffering
from stomach trouble and received appropriate treatment during the vessel's stay in Port.,



Mayv sth, 1954, S8, Signal (German). The Chief Officer was reported sick after arvival from
Boulogne, After examination he received treatment for uleeration of the stomach.

June G6th, 1954, 8.8, Zecland (Duteh).  After arcival from Rotterdam a fireman was examined
and found to be suffering from tonsilitis. He received medical treatment during the vessel's stay in
Port.

Angust Srd, 1954, M.D. Cornela Maria (Duteh).  This drifter put in from the Fishing Grounds,
when a deck hand was reported sick. After examination he was removed to Hospital with Abdominal
trouble, amd was operated upon satisfactorily.

August 21st, 1954, P.L. Pahlsson (Swede). On arrival from London, a sailor was found to be
sulfering from mental depression, and he was later removed ashore for treatment in hospital.

August 26th, 1954, M. D. Dalphun (Dutch). On arrival from sea a deck hand was taken for dental
treatment, and received treatment oon after landing. A few hours later he sailed with his vessel.

October 3rd, 1954, M.V. Formality (British). Two sailors had to be treated for injuries after
arrival from Antwerp. One was found to have fractured ribs and received the necessary treatment
soon after arrival.

October 15th, 1954, 5.5, Blyvth Trader (British). During this vessel’s prolonged stay in Port owing
to extensive repairs being carried out. One sailor was examined on being reported unwell, and found
tor he suffering from tuberculosis, he was removed to hospital for observation and treatment.

November 10th. 19534, 8.5, Ayton (British). On arvival from London the Mess Boy was reported
sick. After examination influenza was diagnosed. He received treatment and soon recovered.

December 18th, 1954, Bunmaro (Swede). After arrival from Port Talbot a deck boy was ill with
ear trouble, and received the appropriate treatment before sailing.

VESSELS FOUND HAVING STRUCTURAL OR SANITARY DEFECTS

structural Defects Sanitary Defects
e L e B e T e B S ToTAL
Foreign Coastwise Foreign Coastwise
|
British Steam - [ 43 - 71 117
|
British Motor ... - - 7 — = 15
British Sail i : - = =3
|
Foreign Steam = . 3 — B b
Foreign Motor i
Foreign Sail ... — [ - - - -
Tarars ... - H6 — | N4 140

Two vessels had considerable structural alterations and improvements carrvied out on the erews’
accommodation at the Dry Docks. Modren radiators, ete., were installed and washing facilities and
sanitary appliances were brought up to date.

Nine vessels were found to be verminous in the erews’ quarters, galleys and mess rooms. Fumiga-
tion and insecticides were the chief means of dealing with these pests. It should be pointed out that
recommendations are made from time to time to Masters and other (Officers as to the efficacy of DD'T
preparations. also the need to carry quantities of insecticides.

10



DEFECTS

Waork Work
in hand  completed ToraL

= —— ) B -

Forecastles to clean and paint - 21 21
Forecastles to repair ... - 5 5
Port Lights to repar ... = 17 17
Fresh water tanks to clean .mri ‘ement —_ 20 20
Radiators to repair [ [
Galley stoves to repair - 7 7
Galley to clean and paint l 1
Galleys to repair ~ 5 5
Galley floor to repair = - | |
Bugle Stoves to renew — 4 !
Bogie funnels to repair and renew ... — 3 3
Store room to ventilate - | |
Pantry to repair — 3 3
Mess Rooms to paint out ... - 3 4
Waste pipes to repair - 2 2
New lavatory basin to fix ... - 2 2
Lavatory basin to repair E 1 |
Sanitary pipes to repair - 2 2
Sanitary Tanks to repair e - I I
Sanitary pipes to renew = I I
Skylight to repair — I 1
Seuppers to clean out ... o 2 2
Bathroom to repair ... — 2 2
W.C.'s to repair - B 5
W.C s to renew 2 )

-
—_
-

—
=

W.(" s Ainshed on to Qn.u

- B 140




VESSELS ARRIVING FROM INFECTED OR SUSPECTED PORTS

The following table gives the number of vessels boarded in Blyth by the Officers of the Port Health
Authority, on account of them coming directly or indirectly from Foreign Ports, infected or suspectad
of heing infected with CHongrs, Pracvr, YeLow Fever Ssmanrox, Tyenvs Fever, or BELAPSISG
Fever.

From Infected Ports to Blyth From Suspected Ports to Blyth

11454 — — — TorarL
Direct Indirect Direct Indirect
January ... - - i | (i
February e — S - 4 4
March ... e i ' 3 3
April ... e | | i i 4 6
May - - | 1
June | - | — — : 2 2
July — ' e L 2 2
August ... — - 2 -
September | -— | 2
October ... e I I 3 3
November. .. iy —- I — 2 3
December b ~ 2 2
e e 0o— | @ . B T e

LATRINES IN DOCK AREA

Representations have been made to the British Transport Commission for improvement in the
Latrines situated in the Dock Area in respect of which the Commission is responsible.

The Commission have decided to give priovity to the work of improving the Latrines and also
to provide additional water elosets in the area.

The Aunthority have accepted the proposals and are grateful to the Commission for giving this
matter prompt attention and it is hoped that the work of improving the Latrines and providing 11
water closets and 5 stall urinals will be executed at an early date.
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