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RIVER BLYTH PORT HEALTH AUTEORITY
iNUAL BEPORT OF THE PORT MEBEGAL.

{JFF‘IGEH oF T-LEA.LTH F{JR 1

Wellington House,
BLYTH. . :

Mr. Chairman and gentlmen, :

I have the honaur to prﬂsent to you my Annual
Report for 1944, For Sccurity reasons, certain detalls are
excludcd, but members can have them if desired.

The Port @anitary Reesulations, 1933:~ -The various sections cbnn"
corning Declarations of Health ere atill obaserved when occasion
ariges through arrivals from Foreign Vesseles. .

(3) Notification ia sont direct 'to the Health Authority to the
Regilgtered Telegraphic address, Portelth, Blythy if any veasscl
requireg spcci attention.

(5) Standing exemptions have been arranged so that all ships with
the excoption of those with evidence, or susplcion,; of infection
from Plague, Cholcra, Yellow Fever, Small-Pox, or Typhus '-'-'Ev'ur, may
be allowed to proceed to thelr berths.

The Port Health Authority haye no hospital of their owm,
Infectious personsg are rcmoved to the Newcastle—on—Tyne Hospital
at Walkergate, and The Grange, Shircmoor. The Port Health
Authority's own hospital has been glosed since 1940,

gupcrvision of Contacte:i—~ Any person or persons leaving a ship
will, as required by Bhueo Regulations, give his name and addrees

to the Medical Officer of the Port where disembarkation takes place.
Other ¢ssential mattors such as, special Poet Cards (P.S.3) have
been printed with .the name and addrcse of the. Authority thnrenn, :
algo some of the re:;uiremﬂnta '0f the Regulationg.:- :

Bacteriological ezamination of rats aTe carricd out a$-thé
Oounty Laboratory, Newburn-on-Tyne, for Plague, ctc., and the
rogult cf the examination is recelved aa carly ag pogsible.

Bacteriological cxaminations of swabse or blood tests arc
carricd-out as raquired at the same laboratory at chburn—nn—Tync.

The following tablﬂ gives a list of vessels 'ma.rdcd during
the quarters by Medical Qfficer vr Sanitary Inepoctor on account
of digeases on mard during the ‘urn:.ragﬂ, at tlm':. of arrival or whilst
in Port. £

ﬂatinnﬁiifg of vughcl. - Bause of iilnﬂas.' Romarke.

British. . . . Appendicitis 3
i - . Btomaoch Trouble g
oy Ay ) Acclident : _
o v e m Satarrh 1
Wizt * Jaundice . .0 2
o i Phlebitis - 1
" ’ - Non-Infected.: 2 - :
¥ . Asthma il =
n T . vn n‘q : B =
" " Sore Thmat 1y
! : Abgoesa (face) 1
n Scabies o 7 M
i Indigeation” ]
. sl . Bkin Trnuhl& gt b
Wi | Lo e el Wy . Eczacma -b_fl .
" oD ,. . Rhoumatiam B iR
pDanigh iy : ~Accident 3
o Ay . .. 8018 Fl:n::t i :
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Hationality of Vessel. Cause of Illness. Remarks.
Polish Influcnza 1
n Lumbago 1
French Sorc Throat 1
B Hernia 1
Norwoglan stomach Trouble 1
n Heart Trouble 1
gwodish Accident 1
. gkin Trouble 1
Intch VaDa 1
Groeck Stomach Trouble 1 i
' TOTAL: 42 (from 5/1/44 to
23/12 /44, )

Defects in the following vessels have been dealt with as follows:- .
Work in hand., ¥Work Completed. Total.

18 18
2 2
3

ag' 2
i

Forecastlee to clean out
Forecaatles to repair
Forecastles to paeint out
Forecasgtles doora to repair
56 Ports to repair

Wow B\'JEiEE- to fix & ropalr
Qfficers rooms leaking; to ropair
Galleys to repair

Radiators to TIepair

New Bunks to fix

20 Beda to destroy

Btore rnoms to clean out

Fregh Water tanksg to clean out
Pood lockers to olean out
8team pipe leaking in Flc'lle
Hewse pipe leaking in Fllle
Ventilators to repair
Donkey.man's room to repalr
New Bedding to provide

Scupper to repalr

Lavatory basing to fix
ganitary Tanks to fix & repalr
Few WeCud to fiXx & repslr
W.C.s flushed on %o quay
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The total number of ships found verminous was 18, The majority
were fumigated with 802 and HON, the latter gas appears to be more
cfficacious for the destruction of Bugs and Cockroaches, although
a longer time lg neccssary for the actual work owlng to the crews
being taken ashore for one night to allow for the safe dispersal of
this deadly gag. The use of suitable ingecticides at regular inter-
vale is astrongly recommended, when gmall or aslight infegtations can
be dealt with, and therefore prevent a mpjor infestation. Masters
of woessels, also Officcre, are always advised to carry insecticides
and use them freely as occasion domands, also the application of
soap and water help to bring about hygienic conditions. After the
war the new insecticide D.A.T. will become available and will kill
all ingects. '

givi fence Berviccs;— (Food Decontamination). As stated in
previols reportes the Port have siz trained men for Food Decontamin-
ation. They attended lectures that were arranged from time to time
eglong with the Borough of Blyth members of Food Squads. Blyth Fort
is chiefly used for the export of minerals, (Coal & Coke,chicfly).
The Blyth Harbour Commission have their Firec Float, and Hydrants

arc situated at differcnt parts of the River., They have also prot—
&#otive clothing, etc., The Port Health Authority work in conjunetion
with the Borough of Blyth for Food Decontamination purposes.
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Cne meeting was held durinz the year with the Uinistry of Food
Official, Mr, Newton, when the position regarding the personnel
of bath Authoritics, protective clothing, ctc.; was reviewod.

Vl. HYGIEUE OF CREWS BPACES.
TABLE. J. :

QOlaagi fication: of lulsancea.

h&tionality'nf Number ingn—-| Defects of | Structural Dirt,verm—
Vcesecl. gocted during| originel defects in & other
1944, congtruct— | through eonditions
' ion,. wear & tear.| prejudical
: to health.
British . 1,729 L4 45, i
Other Natiohs '353 - 15, 14.

Vll.. Food Inspection.

(1) As there ig no importation.of-fogd at the Port, the adtion -
undcr the Public Health (Imported Food) Regulations, 1925, Public
Health (Imported Food) Amendment Reguletions, 1933, Imported’
Milk Regulations, 1926, Public Health (Preservatives, ote., in
Food) Regulatione, 1925 %o 1927 is nil.

(2) ghellfish, Public Health (Shellfisgh) Resulations, 1915:-

An porder 1is in -force under the above Regulations prohibiting

the distribution for sale for human consumption, of any Shellfish
brought from any public laying or bed (unless such shellfish has
been relaid in pure water for a period of at least one weck).
Jopice of the Order are publicly displayed in all parts of -tho
Harbour :

No action has been takon regarding the Public Health (shell-
fish) Regulations, 1934. ”

]

(3) ‘Number 6f samplea of food examined by Bacteriologist nils
Analyst, nil,. ; R

RATS & MIOE DBSTRUGTION ACT, 1919.
INFESTATION ORDER, 8,R, & 0, 680, °1943.

Eggent.Plaﬁn;ng & ﬁdvigg:r Committee for Rerional Arca lo.l.

The.?iver.Elyih Port Health Authority is represented by your
Sanitary Inspector on the Rodent Planning & Advisory Committee for
the above -area, and has attended meetings during the year at

Newcastle—on—-Tyne when required. %

Your Authnrity-givd all posasible assistance also their co- |
ngaraticn with the Borough of Blyth to deal with infestation and
the carrying out of reprosslve measures cssentlal - to the campeign,

During the summer the Authority's Rat Catcher attended a two
days coursec of Lectures which were inaugurated by the Ministry of
Food, under .the direction of the Deputy Divisional Food Officer,
Mr.0.N.Brown, and the Divisional Rodent QOfficer, Mr. J.F.Martin,

Many Local Authoritics of East and South Northumbcrland are
repregented on the Planning and Advisory Committce, thls is surely
a step in the right direction, when concerted action can be taken
by the respcetive and adjoining Local Authorities, especlally where
gcwera are concerned.
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About 22 sewage pipes discharge into the River Blyth in the area
of the Port Health Authority and the destructlon of rats in the
gowers is of undoubted importance, and one can only suggest that
the mcont co-ordinated action will be kept constantly in action -
gurely a much better method than taking a rat weck ognece o.year.

UEASURES AGAINST RODENTS,

g 1. gteps taken for &ﬁteetiﬁﬁ,pf.ﬁq@nnt Plague.

(a) In shipsiin Port:— On arrival at thec Port, vessels are
examined, and 'if there iz any evidence of rats; noftice 1e at gnece
gserved on the Master. The Port Health Authority have thelr own
official Rat Catchor, who is engaged when the occaslon arisca.
Particular attention is paid to vessels arriving directly or in-
directly from infected or suspected ports. During the year 28 |
rats have becn examined bacteriologically by your Medical Officer
for evidence of Plague, but in each case the result was negative,

(b) ©On Quays, Wharvagi iwarehougeg, etos,; in the vicipity of the

Porti— Polson balts are lald regularly along the river B
and around the docks, - ;.archouscs; dry-docks, and the ship—break-
ing Yard, The result appeared highly satisfactory, and a fair
number of dead rats was redoverced, - Private firms throughout the -
year laid rat polisons in an cffort to kecop thelr promlses .aas fToe
ag poasible from rat infestation.

2. Measures taken to prevent the passage of rats between ships
and shore:- Rat guarde ar¢ Kept by the TPort Health Authority for
~uge when required, Hat guerds are used ﬂuring'the fumigation and
arc kept attached to the mooring ropes tlll the veseels are ready
for sea. Special attention 1s glven to gangWays, ladders; ©toes

3. lothods 67 deratisation ofg-.

(a) . Ships — Fumizotion:- Some vessels deratised during the yedr
werc done with Sulphur Dioxide. The method employed ig that of
burning sulphur in specially constructed pails and sgaling the com—
nartments: dovn for:a period of from six to eight hours, The stand-
dard fegulrement for Intérnational purposes is 3 lbs, of sulphur
per 1,000 cubic fect:of gpace, and sulphur of good quality is only
uged, - Care is exercised to sce that the proper cuble capacity of
compartments is correctly cstimated.. The work.is carried:out by
private firmas, all who are established on Tyneside,. : Eo

As in provious years HON gas has becen ugeds The work ig carr= .
ied out by skilled opoeratoras, and hag at all times been found to be
satisfactory. The standard for International purpose is 2 o2. per
1,000 cubic feet for holds, cargo, epaces, etc., and 1 oz. per
1,000 cubic feet for superstructures, that is officers' guarters,
messrooms, galleys, etc., Observations have proved that the gae has
a deadly effect on Cockroaches, Bugs, Fleas, etc.y . i :

When vessels are undergoing fumigation, every ?raoaution is
taken, such as thd posting of notices over the ship's sldes, also
the fencing off of the gangways to render the process as frec as
possible from'accidéntg. e ‘minimim porigd of exposure for this
gag ig two hours, and effects a considerable saving of timo compared
with other methods such as Sulphur Disxide,.

Trapping:;~ It was found necessary to carry out trapping occasion-
ally during the year, and while it can be ueeful . in clearing rate
from single compartmenis the method 1ls not generally adobted where -
there are rat indications elsewhere. It is now recogniscd that
fumization, espcclally for International Banltary Qertificates, is
the more satlisfactory and efficlent method for the deatruction of
rats. 7 i ¥ :
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Poisonss—~ Polson balts arc sometimes nut down on vesscls whero
there ie only a sliﬁht indication of rate. It 1s also a convenicent
way of dealing with the vessels which are laid un or where the
vearels arg havinz o =ahort -atay in port.’

(b) Premisges in the vieinity of Docks and Quaysi;l These are
generally déelt with by polson baits as gocasion may rﬂquirﬂ.
Trapping is also carricd out on private premiscs.

4. Measurcs taken for the detection of rats prevalence in ships
and on shoreg-—

Daily inspoctions are carrled out, and weassels are searched
upon’ arrival by the Port Health Inspcctor and Rat Catcher,
8pocial attention is given to foreign arrivals, also those from
infected or suspected ports. 01d viasels, where rat harbourage
is more evident arc closdly scarched., 8hore premiscs are also
inepected, and advice ia given to private cwners on mothods of
rat deatruction.

5. Rat Proofing:~ (a) The docks, wharves, and warehouges are
not 6f reccent construction, and cannot be sald to be rat-proof.

As there ls no importation of foodstuffs, no facilities are
offered Tor the fecding of ratse, and the vaxiouﬂ placgs are fairly
free of rodents. _

(B) Advice is given to uhL maﬂtara of vessels and ‘occupiers of
premises as to the bbﬁt methods of making ships and premises rat-
proofs i

Euiabning Eaita laid on xhc?q, Qu&ﬁﬁf and Warchouses during the
: - T ELI' 1 * 5 -

ran.| Fob.| az.| Apz.|Mey.| Inei| Jul.| Aug.| sep.| oct.| Wov. [Dec.| Total.

55'| 75| 754125 | 75}175| 83| 75100 |135 {100 | 95 1,168

L . .APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF DRRATISATION AND
| DERATISATION EXEMPTION OERTIFICATES °

-

: I33UED DURING QUARTER EHDING. Year Ending 1944
PORT, m:un SATION CERD) | DEHATTSATION |- , TOTAL
, : FICATES, "EXEMPTION OERTIFICAT

CERTIFICATEE. E8 ISSUED

River Blyth ' | [Liquid ECI - 4 Ho. Issued = U
Port Health sulphur - 1 Percentage uf :
Authority. . Total - 5 total . lﬁ I




Wumber of Rats destroy2d during the Year ended Docember 3lst, Hmma.
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A Black Rats have bren sent for umnﬁnuwawammamu.mumﬂwﬂm#pnw.ﬁa-dwm laboratory durlng:
; the wyear.

Humber of Rats ﬂmwﬂuam ed curing the Ycar ended 3ish |

December, 1

TABLE LT

In Docks uays Wharves and Warehousesg.
wzuawmu ofz= : Tar.|Feb.|dar. |[ApT. |May.|Jne. |Jul. [Aug. SCp e Oct. |Hov.| Dec. Total.
e T [ e e e O S s R S e S S B R e
Black Rats. :
|3omn Rate. ~ || |~-13[36|27| 4|15 (2| 4} 27 |ifo
Rats species 5ocnmnownnm. - - - - - - - = ) - 2
Rats infected with plague.| - - - - - - - - - - - =
_mwdm examined. - 114 ] 1o = b S R s 4] 15| 20 4| 27 |160

1 ﬁave the honour, to romain,

Your Obedient Bervant,

A.G. NEWELL.

Port Medical QOfficer of Health.

The Chairman and lembers,

River Blyth Port Health Authority.

TO:









