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RIVER BLYTH PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY.
&jE_I_TLT-‘LL REFORT OF THE PORT MEDICAL

OFFICER OF EEAL FO .

Welllngton Hause,
BLYTH.
Mi. Chairman anﬂ Gentlemen,
I- have the honour to present to you my Annual
Renort fnr 1947, For Sccurity reaspns, certain detalls are
excluded, but members can have them if desired.
Examination of Crewg:— The crewe of coastwige,

foreign and fisning vésscls were cxamined. The crewa were
prominently British. ;

Infectious Diseages:~ There were no cases of Plague,
Cholera, Yellow Fever, Typhus or SmallpoX.

The following diseases were experienced among the

oréwa: =
Influenza = 9 cnaes
Vencral Discascs - 11. A
Scabies =irEr
Other skin diseascs R T

Total E& °

A special Veneral Diseasc Clinic is now available,

%ﬁrminoug Gonditions;— In 26 vessels the crews
quarters were found affected with bugs and cockroaches. In the
majority of casce, fumigation with Hydrocyanide and Rulphur

Dioxide gas was carried out. In the latter infestation insecticides
were used. Officers arec advised to use insccticides from time to

time., Bedding and clothing where necessary are dieinfected by the
Borough'!s Health Department.

Sanitary end 3tructural defectg attended, amounted to

Rat Destruction on Veassela:-

Sulphur Dioxide fumigations - 2

Dead rats recovored i 4 _— EB
Fumigation 1 - 4

Dead rats recovered - 35

There ‘was no trapping oT poisoning hy haita
Deratigation cnrtificatpg given !
Exemption - 8 ®
Other - : ” " - 14

Rat Destruction.

A. On vessela - total destroyed - 120 and all were examined.
No Plague.
B, Docks, Warchouses etc. total .destroyed - 20 and all were
examined. No Plague.
a) all r&ts on veuaeln were Black rats.
b) 0 in doocks, etc., were Brown rats.
C. Polson Baits in Docks etec. 730.
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Infestation Ordexr 1943. An ingpection of the Railway
Prop erty adjolning the Poir% was undertaken, and reported on.

that before the <t -a, ci veasels uhe Port Authority is notified
regarding infechiicusy diseases ete. through the G.P.O.

ferxl Sanitacy Resuimtiong. 1973, The Regulations provide

Qivil Defenza Services: Reciprocal arrangements exist.
The Port 3anitazy Inspscior and the Food Decontamination Officer of
the Borough work co=-jolntly, under the porsonal direction of the
Medical Officer of Fealth, r:iparding the decontamination of ffod

on vageels. o food stuffas are imported thragh this Port.
Public Health (Shellfish) Regulations 1%15. There has
been no contravention of the Regulations during 8 ycar, _

Blackout Mcasures and Blocking up of Ventilators. The
ventilation of Ships crews is never cxcessive, and these war
meagurcs arc not good for the health of the crews, and it ie
worsened by overcrowding. It should be poseible for all these
measures to be done away with after the crew are 1n bed and no
lighte allowed in the quarters beyond torchese.

SMALLPOX.

You have no Hospital. Cases occurring among seamen
will have to be taken to the Infectious Discaso Hoepltal at .
The Grange, Shiremoor, where there are 20 to 30 beds avallable.
If such cases occur all contectas will be dtained and vaccinated.

There have been several contacts diffused through the
country from an undiagnosed cage in Hiddleséx. A .52 vear old patient
who had only primary Vaccination in infancy,; died from a sevapre
attack and he was in the next ward to that in which the previous
cagc nf Smallpox was admitted into.

I have the honour, to remain,
Tincerely,
Your QObedient Zeorvant,
A.G. HETELL.
Port Medical O0fficer of Health,

T0: The Chalrman and liemb ra,
River Elyth Port Health Authority.






