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RIVER BLYTH PORT HEALTE AUTHORI TV,

Tellington Housdy
Hlvth.

Tobrunzy:, 1943.
To the Choirman ond Memberg of. thoe SR
Rivor Blyth Port Health Authoritr. :

Er.Choairmon and Gentlomen,

I bog to preesont thoe innusl Roport of the Port
diodieal Officor of Henlth for the yoor 1542. The Roepoxt
is busod upon the roquiroments of the Hinlstry of Hoolth
indicotod in o commwnlicotisn Tooclved corly iniJanunzTy.

£
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Rn chonge cmong the officers of the Autherity
tock place during the years 1941 or 1942.

GENERAL ADINISTRATION.-

o wvessel roschod Blyth sisHer dircotly or
indircctly from Infootod Poarte during 1942 and nnly 4
vossels 2rrived indircetly from Suspected Parts. These
vosesels werd boorded by your officers but no actinn was
NIcCRRLIY.,

TABLE I. .

[ From Inicotod PaTts. | From Suanectod PoTte.]
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Since 1940, whon the Authority's Isnlation
Hrospltol wos closcd, oascs of, infootious discoascas romnved
fram ghips have boen accommadatad in tha City Hoopital
for Infooctisue Discisos 2t Newcazetle-upon-Tyne. Tranaﬁurt
vy aAmbulance is praviﬁed by errengement withithe! Elxzh AL
Borough Counell. : e G

‘ A8 rEquirad br the Minigtry nf Paalth circulh
ahl 3, Memo 252 MED, the Authority acceptnd a schame for
the treatment of cascs of Louse-Borne Typhus Fever occurring
on ships rcaching th: Port. By crrongoments with Euﬁcﬂstlu
City Council, through thelr;itodical O0Ificor of Honlth, such
onges will bo colleotod by and frented ot the Clty's
Smallpox Hogplital.
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The provisions nf the Port Senitary Ropulations
1933 oontinua $o be exreiad out smoothly, vory nolpful
co=aoporation boing obtained from 211 oonecorn.d.
Fotifieotinz of hoclth mottors intonded £ v % - ‘atharity
bofore  the wossols roach the port 1a Teceived vis tho
G.P.0. from Qullcreconts Tirsloss Rocolving Biation or
Flomborough Heod Lend Signnl Stntion., Deeclarztions of
» Horlth roccliyad by the Customn officinls are promptly

hendod nvor tn the anu auth~ritytes nffloorsg. Arrangomente

are in foroc conndling the repid f llnwing up of contcots
dlgcabnzking Ir-m iz_yctuf vosasla.

Progress heg boan modo in rogard to Clwll

Doforioo mozepuros 2¥nllable dn tho Pard eron.  AlY incduptzind
goncemes havo tra idkc Flret alcd Unite ond FPlro-Fighting
Portiie, while @Gos Oloansing Staticne hove b n orae t*ﬁ n

gortein Srons. q»cinrncﬂl ui?il Dofancs rriw“&HJ ntg beotmec:
ne ooastlituont Loonl Autharitics are in foreo

Prmovisien hrs bach made for thr 82lvagze of Goe
Contominatod Foodetuffs by cu—osrdinsting tho Bhrough c urcil'*
Schone with ruch Fopilitdag ag nTo Andl "?"ilknlh'g
Blyth Horbour QOcmundasianors In short, tho Borough's T*wﬁ
sclvegze Unlts will oorry 'ut tha work n$ni=tfﬂ by m:mb:r:
of ths Oommissisnors! gtoff wvha havwe spoolcl oxmerionce in
bosrding vessols and oro troince in dooontaminntian motheds,

Earthunbrrland Qsrunty Counoilta Bnetorislagzicenl
Iabdoretory ot Fovbum eontinuca t4 esunnly roparte an
rogquired: d$ar cxomple on the bootorislogleal cxaminantinnng
of rats, throot awabs ote.

The Port futhorlity'n Inspcetnls pny epeelnl
rttantion ta tho pr-scnco of wvorminous ocandltiong on brare
vosaela. - Orewsg! -gquartors ore froquontly funig tod, vhilo
badfing nnd clothing ard elthor dnstreyesd or cdlsinfocted
by Blyfh B~z uzh Cruacil's Honlth Dopnrtront.

Foadatuffs ars not lmpnrtod shramigh this Port.

An Ordar undar to Public Heelth(Shollfish)

Regulations, 1915, is in fnroco prohibiting th- “lstributisn

ar gnle for human oonoumption nf Shollflch nbtninod

from liyings within thoe Port eron. Onoplcs ~f tac natied

o B oy T nlg? in gaveral porto of thoe horxrbouy nnd riversicc,
Trice during tho last fow yaare, nttoapte to o-ntrovenc

tho Ordor hzv* boan Flsnw"*rﬂﬂ. uut the practlac ooosod

in onch oace without roanzting to prﬁsﬂcutihn,

A gonglderabla dlminutlan iz tho cowcunt of shinping
has oocourrad ainog tho boglnning ~F the war. Tho poces=tize
trading betwocn Blyth wnsd scunﬁinuvian Cruntrics, Froneco,
Snain ¢ﬁi Horth africe; hes boon catircly ronlacod o7
foaprtol 8h iaﬂing whiclh, although roduced; ip =anintincd
Et : stoody rote.  The sonlieatinn nf "block-sut nconurcs®

d tho blnc&in& up »f w¢ ntilatnrq Pan 2 foleterisus offoct
una1 tho hyglone of crovw sproca.  Adegucte ventilation
in furthor intorfores with by tho Irpqurnt instuncas of
ceverorowding duc te tho nocd for nocoommo2ntlng oxtrn mon
in tho fam of Gunncrs. Although much im being Arno ¢
alloviata the Algennfort in tho crowe! living spooos, 2ld
vassels nresont a Alfficult problom th aclve.

Although errangemanta far the Alagneals and
troctment of Vencreal Discases 2re lndurficiant:
Northumborland Crunty Qouncil arc meking dotormined effnrts
to improve the situatinn. It is understnod that hizh
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hopes are entertained that a V.D.Clinic will be opened 1n
Blyth during the present year. Heanvhile, the County Council
provided post-graduate inefruction to two Zlyth lfedical
Practitioners vwho aT@ now cuthorised to troat Venereal
Digeases &t their owm consultingz rooms. Pationts mey still
obtain treatmont at Rrogton Road Hosnitzl, Worth Shiclds,

and at The Nowesstle Georicral Hospital. Locfloets conteining -
the npproprinte informnition orxc lssued to =211 veescla
reeching the Port.

The Mission to Secamen enlnrgoed their Blyth premiscs
r;ca:tly and now arnvidc edditionzl cocommodstion, billiard -
and rpading room for the use of scilors. I4 would copear,
hu~ﬂvh-, that additionesl eonte Ttﬁiﬂm\ut for mombers of the
dorchont miﬁ‘;'Lnd indeed ol 8crvices Units stationcd here,
mould be approcinted. Porhans thoss in ruthority moy be
able to porsuade somdé organigztisn such 2g E.N.8.4. TO
give porfnrmonceos in this district.

HYGIZNE OF CEERg! EEgEEEL

Tho Senitary Insacetor remorte:-—

"Izny moro vesscls havs boon found vorminous thon in
praoviosusg yenrs. 29 wore declt with, crews gquartors
end golleys howe boen found affoetod with Bugs
and Cockrofchos. ' Fumigntion with Hydrocyanic and
gulphur Dinxids G2 ves enzricd nut on tho mejority
of thaas ‘:73&}:. Deoeaainnally, vhors infostotion
was Dot vory meTkad, soroving vith o sultable
inszocticlde w~s r enmmended ~né thig waa ales
enmplicd with, Maators ond Chief Qfficors ore
raquested fmn time to time to corry on epprovod

- insceticldéo whieh enn be uascd ns neenagion 2risssond
thoreby: provent weeamzndztian from bolng uvcxhrun
with vorain.

goobica -~ 14 ozsos mére Tooorted ond Tocolved

13r1ﬂ“1 b2 medicel treoctmont. Poome Snd forconstlos
werc subjoct to disinfectisn. Clothing ©nd bedding
woTe Tomoved to the Borough of Blyth Plant ond
disinfected. When muttresses were found to tbe old
and unclesn they were destroyed.®

; In =11, 91 Sanitory or Structurcl defects were
digcovercC curlng the yonur Fnd cll were remedied Before the
vesgscls left Port.

SICENESS AMD ACCIDENT . . .

Illazss or sccldent cogount for 64 scamen being
reforred for trentmont cither ot the loonl Hoenite=l or by
privote medlozl nractitioners. The prineinle couecs wWarp:—
Infootious.ox Contagzious Ddscases - '

Bonbice

Yona recl Discaag -~ E

Influcnze T

Dinhthrrin SRS ;

L - 25,

TDysentery - -

Injury =nd a ol et k. = 15.

Eu‘bh cnsce of Dinhthuria'tcrc removed to Newcastle
City Hosnitol for Infectious Discnscs. Throzt swabs of all
remoining members of the crows were returncd negative to
C.Diphithuriac. The men aunpnntcd a8 sufforing from
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Dyscntory ves 2leo admitted to the same Hospltal ard
teminal disinfection carried out on hig vessel.

A contact frem a ghlp arriving in Glasgow with
8mallpox on bofrd Tesched Blyth during ghe gpummer. He wae
vislited dally for three weeks and eubsequently relecased
 from obgervation.

Table II closslfice br dlecesoes the nuiber of
vessels having on errivel or heving hed during the veyage,
infactious discoecs on boerd.

TABLE II.

1941, -
| _Ddgocsn. Ho.02 CLCCso. | H0.07 VOGSOLG. i
niphtheris g 8
Boarlet Fover 1 E § |

Totel 10 g |
1942, :
|__Qigonsd. | No.of ezgca, |Ilo,0f woggels, |
fiphthoria 2 2
Dreontory 1 1
fnflucnzo 3 3

Tobrl & i ] |

Yo cmse of Plagua, Cholaorn, Tynhus Fovor,
8mzllpox or lUaleria, vos brought into the Port.

RAT DESTRUCTION.

I em indobtod to the Sanitory Ingneoctor for the
following not> on rof destruotion work:-

"Moro rotn hove boon deatroy~d and mors veaacls
showing rat infostation refohod the Port than in
rovious yenrs. While tho prosoncs of rate hos not
con vory morked, it hog woon mora vide spread. Ons
is inolincd to the wiow that the destruction of
Warchouscs ond rivercide buildinga genor-lly, duo to
oncmy sction has somethling to do with tho dlsscmination
of tho paots.

Prior to tho war it was only ocosgionnlly thot
rets wore found on Congtal vensgolss but in rocont
monthe thors hap boon moxra spligne of infostntion.

geven vessels have been fumigeted with Sulphur
Dloxide and three with Hvdrogen Cvonlde Gos.

Trapping and Poisoning vas carried out on sixtcen
vessols. These methods arc still indispensable, not
only for rot destruction, but to froilitcte on
agaogsnont of tho oxtent of infestotion. Br the
skllful usc of trops, rts can soon be rocovercd for
exxnination purnosaos. Spocimens nre gont rogul-rly
to tho County Loborntory, Fewburn-on-Tync. Regording
the roprossion of ruts, the ideal, of coursc; is to
make or build ships as rat proof ap possilble and
thorcby roduce harbourcge to o minimum: Modemn
vesgels are & groat improvement in this conncction.”






