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RIVER BLYTH PORT EEALTH AUTHORITY,

Wellington Houac,
Blyth.

February, 1942.

To the Chairmon and ¥embers of the
River Blyth Port Hcalth Authorlity.

Mr. Chairmen and Gentlemen,

1 beg to prescent my Annunl Report for the year
1941, and in doing so noint out that much which ise ugually
included in a roport of this gort is omitted in case
information of use to the enemy is disclosed. It would be
imprudent, for example, to include details concerning the
sailings, tonnages, OT nationalities of the vessels using
the port, or to insert the customary tables desoribing the
numbeT. - of vessels arriving directly or indirectly from
infected or suspected ports.

Regerding the health of the seamen, increases in the
number of caeses of notifiable digeases, in marticular
Diphtheria, and Scables, nave been obaerved, . Bather more: ”
cages of. Venercal Diseases have been reported, but these
figures cennot give a true nsscssment of the nrevalenco of
these illnesscs since meny victims obtain indecpcndent advice
and trcatment without reporting to the Authority. A slight
roduction in the number of accidents occurrcd in 1941 as
comparcd with the provious year.

Constant supervieion of the cocommodation for crews
wag maintained and in this connection it is gratifying to be
able to report that all reported sanitary or gtructural defects
woro either remedied or in the proccss of being corrccted by
the end of the year,

gpecial attention was paid to the destruction of
rodents on Wharves, Docks, Quays, ctc. Reports that certain
promises on the guayside were nover-run with rats” were not
confirmed despite ropeated inspcctione of the plnccs onnccrned.
Well over A thousind poison balts Were 1aid but only 9 rats
werce recovercd.

go-ordination between the Civil Defenece Cagualty
gerviges of the Borough of Blyth and of the Bedlingtonehire
Urban District Councl hag been cstablighed for the purpoee
of collecting and treatl victims of cnemy f2ctioh emong
those working within the uthority's arca. In this
connection, we are indebted t5 the responsible officials
of the Blyth Harbour Commissioncrs for their willingnoss to
make available their river craft at oll times.

In the town; cxtensive alterations have beon made
+o the Scamen's Institute, providing,among other thingse, &
billiard room and additional nooommodation.

Fewer de-ratisation and de-rotisation exemption
cortificatos have been lssucd thie yvear, largely on account
of a reduction in forelgn sailings from the port.
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HYGIENE OF QREW'S SPACES.

Fumigation with Hydrocyanic Acid or Sulphur
Dioxide was carricd out in 17 vessels on account of bug
and cockrnach infeetation; one other wae treated with
a guitable inseccticide. In all cases the veossels were
doclared satisfactorily trcated following re-inspection.

Crews' accommodation in 22 vessels werc
disinfected after the removal ol cases of infectious
or contagious diascases. 0lothing and bedding wore
disinfected by the staff of the Borough of Blyth Health
Department. It was necessary to have several mattressca
destroyed.

Tablc A. (Curtailed).

| Number 5% vesacle inspoctedc-|No. 0f Vesscls.— Wo.nf VosselBe.—
By Medical | By Sanitary Found in which Baving Infect-
0fficer of | Inspector. with defects were|lous Dlscases
Health. defects. | romedied, on Board.
24. 2,470, 590. 88. 12,
Clagsification of Dofcots.-—
Forcoastles to clean out -~ B sSkylight to repeir -1
" 1 paint out - 15 Radiators " n -2
n " repalr = 10 Ventilators to " -1
32 Ports to roapir(8 Vesaels) Hnlda to wash out -1
Bn%ica to renew and repalr - 8 TFood Lockers to fix =1
galloys to repair - 2 sanitary tenks to ropalr - 2
officers rooms defective - 3% W.C.'a to repalr - b
Bunks to rencw - E W.C.'s to elecan out -2
Fresh-water tanke to olcan out= 3 Scunnel pipe to clecon - %

14 beds to destroy(3 veseols) W.C.'s flushed on to Quay-
; Total Defects = 90.

The defects werc found in vesscls thue:-
T SEtruoctural Defoots.|sanitary Defects. TOTAL.]

British Steam 4. 43, Eg.
Foreign Stcam ) ; P .
e, 4c, 90.

INFECTIQUS DISZASES.

Ccasce of infcotious discascs among scamen WEIC
removed to hospitel on account of (a) Diphtheria - 9 petients,
() Scarlet Fever - 1 patient. 411 were edmitted to the
@ity Hospital for Infectlous Diséeses, Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

The patients' guarters and porsonal effeets were
diginfected and the crews of the vesesela examined at later
dates: 1n the cascs of coniacts with Diphtherin petients,
thrcai gwnbe wore taken. The results-of the throat ewab
gxaminations wero communicatad to the Mcdical Officer of
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the next port of call on his anplication, otherwmise the
crewe were visited while stil1l in Blyth to cnsure that
any cascs occurring among the contacts could be isnlated
promptly.

QTHER DIGEASES.

Altogether 71 scomen were reported to be
suffering from warious complaints and, with the exception
of the infectinus disecagcs paticnts, were elther treated
by private praotitionors or directed to hospitals.

The commonest causecs of ill=hezlth amongz seamen ueling
the port were:-

Scabice - 14 patients
Accldents - 15 n
Venercal Discasos - 1 m
Diphtheria - 9 .

UEASURES AGAINST RODENTS.

Poigon baits were put down in 2 vesscls and
in 9 others, ftrana were sot. One vegsel was lasued
vith & De-ratisotion Certificate after fumigation with
Hydrocyanic Acid; 2% veseclsg were grantod Exemption
Certificates. In all, 68 rats were rocovercd from
véssels. :

On the quayside, many polison baits were put
down and 9 rats were regnvered; none showed r8croscople
glgne of infection and 4 examined bacteriologically
were declared frce from nlague infection. 1In all
nrobability, many more rats were degtroyed, but their
carcases will have reoached inaccessible places or hawve
been washed away by-tidal waters. .

Table. H. (Curteiled).

| De-ratisation Certificates | Excmption Certificates | TOTAL)
issued. igsued.
1 ( after HON ) 23 24.
| ——————————— —

Poison balte laid on Docks, guays, Fherchousee, eto.
' !
Jan{Feb{Mar{Apr{liay Jun‘Ju11ﬁug Son {0ct {Nov{Dec TOTAL.

Loo| 75| 50| 50| 25125125 |140(230| 50 (120| 75 1,165,
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