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BOROUGH OF REIGATE

MTHUAL REPORT
| of the
| MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
| for the year 1959

To the Chairmen snd Members of the Public Health Committee
Madam Chairman and Gentlemen,

I beg to present my Repart on the health and sanitary circumstances
of the Borough of Reigate in the year 1959. The Heport contains the
information requested in the Public Health Officers Regulations, 1959, as
amplified by Circular 1/60 of the Ministry of Health, and in the main
follows the same arrangement as carlier issues in the same series.

There was no ceuse of siclmess or invalidity that was specially note-
worthy in the area during the year, apart from the occurrence of a
. considerable number of cases of influenza, with respiratory complications,
in the late Spring and epidemic prevalence of measles amongst the child
population in the early Summer; both infeetions were relatively mild in
type and asscciated with low mortality. As in other pearta of the country,
the incidence and severity of scarlet fover werc somewhat greater than
usual. Refercnee is made to the very sharp decline in the prevelence of
whooping cough and poliomyelitis and to the continued low case ratc for
all forms of tuberculosis. Attention is sgain drawm to the satisfactary
rates of scceptance of protective inoculation against the range of discascs
for which effective immminising agents are now available.

The vital stetistics for 1959 cconpare favourably with those previously
[ recorded in the Borough and with those for the country as a whole.

Although the recorded btirth rate of 13.95 is below that for 1958, there
was marked reduction in the mortality of nev-born infants and in the
proportion registered ss stillborn, the rates in both cases being appre-
n:hhll,? lower than those for England and Wales. The crude death rate of

11.58 is the lowest for ten years, mainly because of lower mertelity in
the advanced sge groups. Aittention is dravm to the reduction in the
mm: of deaths ascribed to malignant disease (including cancer of the

hypertensicn and coronary discase, and to the record low level of

mta.{:l.ty Prem respiratory tuberculosis.

Brief reference is made to further progress in implementing the
Council's five-year programe for the clearance of unfit dwellings and
to the measures taken to ensure a satisfactery standard of purity and
quality of water, milk and food supplies, the prevention of atmospheric
pollution, smnitary inaspection, supervision of caraven and camping sites,
duties under the Factories and Shops hots, disinfection and disinfestation
and other matters having & direct bearing on environmental hygiene.

| I gratefully acknowledge the valuable help I have had fram lir. G.
Janes, Chief Public Health Inspector, the highly efficient service given
. by every member of my staff and the assistance and close co-operation of
officials engaged in other Departments of the Corporation. Iy sincere
thanks are also due to the Chairman and lembers of the Public Health
Comrdttee for the support and consideration they have very kindly
extended to me throughout the year.

:

I am, Medam Chairman and Gentlemen,

Your cbedient Servant,
T. H. BINGHAM
Medical Off'icer of Health

Ceberfeigh,
Redhill.

25th July, 1960







SECTICN I

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
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Ecpulation

The resident population of the Borough at mid-year; 1959 was
estimated by the Registrar-General to be 50,580 . This represents
a population increment of 820, or 1.6 per cent., in the preceding
twelve months, of which 120 is attributable to natural incrcase (i.e.
the nunber by which the live births excecded the total deaths) and
700 to migration into the arca. The population geins under both
headings, and particularly the latter, arc very much above the average
for tho Boroughs

Births

A total of 706 live infants (361 males and 345 feomales) were born
to women normally resident in the Borough. The recorded birth rate
for the yoar was, thorefore, 13.9 per 1,000 of the cstimated population,
as compared with 15.0 in 1958, 13.8 in 1957 and an average ratc of 1h.k
for the preceding five yecars. To make sllowance for differcnces in
the age and sex distribution of the local population as comparcd with
thet of the country aa a whole, and to talke into account tho presence
of sterile population in certain institutions in the Borough, the recorded
birth ratc is adjustcd by the application of an "arca comparability factor”.
When so adjusted the local birth rate for 1959 is advanced to 14.0, which
comparcs with 16.5 for England and Wales.

The illegitimacy ratc was 4y per 1,000 live births, as comparcd with
34 in 1958 and 35 in 1957.

The decline in the birth ratc in 1959 was accompanicd by a very

reduction in mortality of infants under the age of one yecar; the
infant mortality rate for the ycar was 14.1 per 1,000 live births, as
compared with the National rate of 22.0. The proportion of infants
registered as stillborn fell to 16.7 per 1,000 total births, the
corresponding rate for the country as a whole being 20,7.

Reaths

The deaths assigned to the arca include those of Borough residents
who died elsewheore and members of the Armed Porces stationed in the area,
but exelude those of temporary residents, which are transferred to the
districts in which they normally resided. The totel number of deaths
so assigned was 586, of which 257 were of males and 329 of females.
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The Council's progromme for the clearancc of unfit houses continued
satisfactorily in 1959, though progress was scmewhat impeded by
difficulties in comnection with re-housing and protracted negotiations
for the scquisition of properties comprised in the Compulsory Purchese
Orders alrecady made. It was consequently not possible to proceed with
the demolition of properties in Clearance Areas, but twenty other
dwellings were domolished. These included sixteen houses in Warwick
Road, Redhill, which had beecn acquired by the Council as part of the
Dome Estate and had been certified in 1958 as unfit for human habitetion,
and four, which were represented individually as unfit and incapable of
being made fit at ressonshle expense. Forty-three families, comprising
107 persons, were re-housed from unfit properties during the year.

Ten dwelling houses on Earlswood Common were officially represented
as suitable for clearance area procedure and were eventually ineluded in
the Reigate Borough (Lake Cottages, Barlswood Common, Redhill) Compulsory
Purchase Order, 1955. Threc other dwellings were represented as being
unfit for human hebitation: Demoiition Orders were made in respect of
two (76 and 78 Garlands Road, Redhill), and the Council accepted an
undertaking by the owner of the third rf}? Holmethorpe, Redhill) that the
dwelling, when vacated, would not be re-occupled until it had been put
into o satisfactory state of repair, Seventeen houses in the ownership
of the Corporatiocn (16 in North Street, Redhill and 1 in London Road,
Reigate) were certified to be unfit for humen habitation end were recommended
for demolition; ‘'hese properties have since been demolished.

Attention might again be drawn to the very small number of known cases
of statutory overcrowding in the Borough.

The Council's Iousing Manager has kindly supplied the following
particulars with regard tc rehousing:-

1. HNumber of new dwellings completed during the year

Erccted by Borough Council (including conversions) 115
Erccted by private enterprise 221
336

2« HNumber of flatlets for older pecple obtained from
gonversions

3+ Families rehcused from waiting list:-
in prroinent Council houscs
In permanent Council flata
In old pecple’ s bungalows
In mircellancous property (including cld people's
flatlets)

4s Foamilies rehoused from unfit properties:-
; In permanent Council houses
In permonent Council flata
In prefabricated bungelows
In old people' s bungalows
In micccllanecus property

|ﬁ|m4m$f—: |'£[5‘x mfﬁ% G I

§. Pamilies tronsferred from requisitioned properties:-

To permanent Council houses 12
To permanent Council flats L
To old people' s bungalows 1

17

B  Families transferred from one type of Council dwelling
to enother:~ 118

7s Tenants of other Locsl Authorities who have exchanged
accommodation with tenants of Reipgate Borough Council:- 6

8. Tenants of private landlords who have exchanged
socommodation with tenants of Reigate Borough Council:-

=
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SECTIUN IV

DEPECTION AND SUPERVISICN OF FOOD

Milk Supply

Inc iance with the requirements of the Milk (Special
Designation) (Specizl Areas) (No.2) Order, 1954, maede by the Minister
of Food under the Food & Drugs (Milk, Deiries & Artificial Creom) Act,
1950, all milk sold by retail in the Borough must be pasteuriscd,
sterilised or tuberculin tested.

Milk supplies arc sampled freguently on the lines and for the
purposes mentioned in previous reports. The laboratory findings on
sarples examined in 1959 are summarised in Table IV, and show that the
milk on sale locally reaches o very high stondard of bectorizl purity.

Of 5 samples of tuberculin-tested milk and 108 samples of
pasteurised milk submitted for examination, 82 passed the prescribed
tost for keeping quality; the test could not uscfully be applied to
the other 31 samples because of the high atmospheric temperature at the
time of the examination. All the semples of pasteurised milk satisfied
the phosphatase tesat, indicating that the heat treatment had been
correctly and efficiently applied.

Bix samples of milk submitted to biclogical examination were
reported to be free from living orgonisms of tuberculosis. Frecdom
fron infection of this neture has been cne of the most conspicucus and
satisfoctory features of reports on milk exemination in recent yecars and
i3, no doubt an indication of the efficocy of the measures adopted to
combat it.

Periodic biological testing is confined to milk that will not be
gubjected to heat treatment before delivery to the consumer. There ore
now cnly two local produccers of tuberculin-tested milk, which ia sold
by retoil from o doiry in the Borough.

TARLE IV

HESULTS OF BACTERTOLOGICAL EXAITNATION OF LMILK

1a eats requircd Remdaticns erning Special Designotions

1 Methylene Blue Ehosphatase Turbidity
No, of Samples atis= TBatis- |lest |Sabls— |Unsatis-| Satis-
factory |[factory |Void | factory [factory factory

Tuberculin-Tested: 5 5 = - -, = =
Tubereulin-Tested

(Pasteuriscd): 50 39 - 11 50 - -
Pasteurised: 1] 8 - 20 BB - -
Sterilised: a8 - - - L = A

2. Biological Examination

No. of Bamples Tubercle Bacilli + % Tubercle Bacilli +

6 Nil 0.00
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. 1l ! ¥ .
] ] res
ke - annod
1 | 5 1 ] L A ¥ LEf
L) k 1 | a1 11 POV O
1NEC T BT ¥
¥ T 1 | 1 ] 4 I r o
1elzh g L = s - a By 3 1 1 i agld
L 1 i L g 14 1 1 ¥ r k v -
| T - 3 5 [ i b T ST G
] | -
. | - g A
1 +







CELIOT TIV 0«

_1'94

19 G2 o' i g FA b £ 9 09 i 48 £l 6 # gGaL STe30%
12 e [Fa 2 (4 il 6l {8 16 L9 65l 9l i (¥ G2
- b n ! T E ] - - - = - - - eodysirg
- b ¢ - - L z - - - - - - - - vrxaxly Telodrang
= 1 z - = = = L = - = = = L - Burtuoetod pood
- } b - - - L - - - - - - - - proydfyersd
L - L = = - = = - b = - = - - UDT}ORET 800000l UIuay
X g 6L ¢l o LE £ L z 5 A L i - b ! W TUOUMat]
= - 6 - = 1 = -1 - 9 zt ! - - = s o
Z L ghzi = F £ L o] % B9 o9 LGl 51 act 18 2 saTFuaf]
= - g = = - - = i / z - = z - yBnop Burdooym
- 8 29 - L - - 5 2 19 # o] b - - Josag }9TIR0E
e A R = T T T B EETE T T
Teatdeoy pue o3 o3 03 o3 o3 o} o3 o3 o3 o3 b
o@nad | o poacmox 59 g7 | & oz | G o] G ki € 4 L Tl
Te30 Baswd Te}ol) S04 spotaed efw UL pOoTFTIOU Sosw]

GGGL ' HVEA HHL ONINNG

TIAIION | SISOTIOHIANT NVEL HAHI0) 9Svasliq SO0LIOGINI d0 SZSvo
T TEvl







=4 AL L iy L5 1T1E 1 |
- 1
. o i H il
| 1 LOCMIC piIitc ]
- ¥ I f ¥ [
g . s
1 i rt ¥ i T | O
E L = | T
1 | 3 . | 0y o | c
1 1 (3] ] i ] 1
;- ¥ [0 '8 [z {2-n B I i L 3]
- T 1 - = = 1
1 | [ L 3]
I 3 TEL "C F LG DIV C
1 B e ek = 1 10 oOs i [ e =l
- -
i 7 I’ 1
T | ] [ | 3
. i 3 e 19 al























































Y '
- i I i 1
L -
T 1 1] 3 r 1T = -l dal b=y (1
I i F i L r B a IS8 War L T | =
1 n | I s 15 i aly B i N | Al [ ™ § L0
] 3] P i | 1] IR Lhrad
] I 1 o [ .
{ 1] | [ 1IC £}
5 | 1] ;
: i ) T i B
% - ¥ -







— -

Slaughtering and Meat Inspeetion
This subject is governed by the following legislation -

gni Slaughter of Animals Act, 1958.
b

Slaughter of Aninals [Prmrmtim of Cruelty) Regulations, 1958.
Food & Drugs Act, 1955, Sections 62 to 79 - Slaughterhouses
and Knackers!' ‘Iuﬂ.u.

ﬁ Slmughterhouses Act, 1958,

a

e] Slaughterhouses (Hygiene) Regulations, 1958,
f) Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924/52.

Twelve applications by slaughtermen for the renewal of their licemce
were granted at the beginning of the year, and one new licence was granted
in June. No infringement of the Act was noted during 1959.

The slaughtering of all food snimals in the Borough contimied to be
carried out at the Mersthan slaughterhouse occupled by the East Surrey
Ilaltarfﬁ*u'bnhwn‘ Assgciption Ltd.. The renewal of the licence of thia

. slaughterhouse camc up for review in July, 1959, and the Association were

advised that the premiscs, slthough they had been well maintained and
canplied with existing legal standards, did however fall short in some
respects of standards laid dowm in thﬂ new Regulations relating to hygienie
conastruction and the humane handling and slaughter of animsls.  These
Regulations would not come into force until a date to be appointed by the
Ministry. In view of this the licence was renewed for one year, so that
the position could te reviewed at the end of that period; in tho meantime
m Association could consider the alterations which would have to be nade
in the premises to comply with the new standards.

_ 4is Torccest in my last Repart, the number of licensed slaughterhouses
in the Borough was reduced to one by the end of the peried. The premises

 akt West Road, Reigate, for which a renewsl licence was refused in 1958,

eontinued unlicensed and umised throughout 1959, no further proposals or

- epplication having been roceived in respect of these premiscs.  The

of the one cther amall slaughterhouse, formerly licensed, did not
apply for ronowal, as he realised that the premises could not be mede to
comply with the new Regulations; the licence, thorefore, lepsod at the

~end of 1958.

~ An Order & Direction made eaxrly in 1959 under the Slaughterhouses Act,
1958, indicated that all local authorities should submit to the Minister
of Agriculture, Fisherics & Food within twelve months from the 2nd November,
1959, a special SlaughterhouseaRepart. Each local suthority was required
to roviow and report upon cxisting and probable futurc requirements of
their districts for slanghterhouse facilities, and upon the facilities
which were, or were likely to become, available to meet those requirements.
m:l.uary work was begun towards thc end of the year, with a view to tho
:l’muﬂaﬂ.m and submission of the Report early in 1960.

Moat inspection at the Merstham slaughterhouse has continued to take
up & greater proportion of the time of the Public Health Inspectors, tut
it is gratifying to rccord thet 100% inspection of carcases has been
achieved once again. No neat leaves there until it has becn inspected ard

as fit for human consunption. The results of meat inspection are
given in the accempanying Tables en pages 31 and 32. The number of
animals slaughtered was slightly lower than in 1998; the incidence of
disease found on post-morten inspection was also lower - tuberculosis in
cattls, often found in some part of the carcasc a fow years ago, is now
rare; dn 1959 it was found, localised, in only one carcase. The number
of cattle found to be affected with cysticercus bovis, a condifion which
may load to thc development of tapeworm in anyone cating the meat, was in
about the seme proportion as in the previous year; the routine detailed
and thorough examination of beef caxcnscs which is necessary to reveal
this condition mst, therefore, be contimied with vigilance.

In calculsting the percentages of animals found on inspection to be
af'focted by disease other than tuberculosis or cysticercosis, figures
releting to cattle and sheep affested with liver fluke, and to pigs
suffering fron pneunonia or lung cangestion, are disrcgerded as theac are
pormen conditions which are not of value for comparative statistical purposes.

The licensed knackor's yard at Three frch Roed, Redhill, continued in
operation throughout the year; it was rainly used for the cutting up of
carcases of animels which had died or hed been slaughtered on the owmers'

-30-
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955 - SAMFLING

(Public Anelyst: D. D. Moir Esq., M.Se., F.R.I.C.)
a SAELES TAREN _ﬁ.ﬂveraelyq
FOODSIUFFS First |Second |Third Fourth | Total [Gemiine | Reported
Quarter! QuarterQuarter | Quarter upon
Milk 6 L L 7 21 | 2 -
Ice-cream - - 6 - [ & -
Cream - 3 - - 3 3 -
Margarine 3 - - = 1 1 =
Cheese i3 - - - 1 1 -
Dripping 1 - 1 - 2 2 .
Sausages - Pork 2 - - al 3 3 -
Bausages - Becf 2 - - - 2 2 -
Minced Meat 1 - 1 - 2 2 -
Meat Ples - - - 2 b = -
Luncheon Meats i - - - 3 % -
Meat & Pish Pastes 1 - - 1 2 1 1 i
Flour 1 = = = 1 1 - |
Table Jellies a 1 1 - 2 2 = i
Dried Fruit, i
Peel, ete. - - - 2 2 2 - I
Jams, Honey, eto. 2 -~ 1 - 3 3 - '
Sauces & Pickles - 10 - 8 18 18 - f
Tea 14 - - - 1 1 - i
Soft Drinks S L - - 4 L - i
Flavourings & i
Colours 1 1 1 - 3 3 - |
Condiments 1 - 2 1 4 4 -
Mixed Spices u - - 1 2 2 -
Foods,
Miscellaneous 2 L 1 = i 7 =
Beer - - - 2 2 2 -
Whisky - - - 1 1 1 -
Gin - = - 1 2 1 -
Drugs, variocus 2 1 2 - 5 5 -
TOTALS 29 28 20 27 104 1105 1

G






Milk and Dairies General Regulaticns, 1959

The entries in the Registers required to be kept in accordance with
the Regulations are summarised as follows: -

Distributors: .
withjmﬁ!inth&ﬂmm “aw wew ' 2
b) With dadiries cutside the Borough ses  mas 5
g) With premises in the Borough e wes  www  Af

(bottled milk scld in general shops)

Of the three dairies, two were used only for the cold storage and
distribution of bottled milk. The third is in premises equipped with
a high-temperature short-time pastourising apparetus and other modern
fittings. Frequent inspections of these dairies were made during the
Yyear, with special attention to the last mentioned one; they were main-
tained in a satisfactory condition throughout the period. As has applicd
for several yeers now all milk sold in the Borough must be heat-treated,
with the exception of farm-bottled tuberculin-tested milk. Frequent
samples of the varicus grades were taken on a regular sampling basis, and
results wore without exception satisfactory.

A detailed report on the samples of milk teken in 1959 from producers
and distributors, and submitted for bacterioclogical examination, is given
in the report of the Medical 0fficer of Health.

Hairdressera' and Barbors' Establishments

The premises used for the purpose of carrying on the busineas of hair-
dresser or barber in the Borough are subject to byc-laws made in 1954, under
Section 135 of the Surrey County Council Act, 1936. These bye-laws
require the persons carrying on the business to maintain cleanliness of
the premises and of the instruments, towels, equipment and materiels used
therein. During 1959 no serious infringement of the bye-laws was noted.

At the end of the ycar, the register of premiscs contained particulars of
18 men's and 26 women's cstablishments.

Foctories Act, 1 1! and 1

The Teble on page38 shows in detail the various trades in the Borough
that come within the scope of the Acts. During the year 168 inspcctions
were made. The Register of factories has been further brought up-to-
date and now contains 228 entries; in 13 cases defects relating
particularly to senitaory accommodation and general cleanliness were
discovered; defocts in 14 factories were remediocd. H.M. Inspector of
Factardes did not draw attention during the year to any defcets which
cams wWithin the sections of the Factories Act enforcesble by the Local
.luthﬂr:l.ty‘.

In sccordance with Section 34 of the 1937 Act relating to means of
ascape in cese of fire, three facteories - which are now subject to thesc
provisions - were cxamined and cortificates issued, after the carrying
out of minor elterstions considered necossary in ell of them. As is
customary in such cases the exeninations were made in consultation with
a Fire Prevention Officer of the Surrey Fire Brigade.

The Factories Act, 1959, provides for the transfercnce of the pover
of Distriect Councils under the Act of 1937 in regerd to moans of escape
in case of fire to the fire suthority, the Surrey County Council.

The gquestion of the delegation of these powers by the County Council to
District Councila is wder consideration.

Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 1951

There is only one factory which is subject to the provisions of
this Act - one in which spring mattresses are monufactured. This is
registered in accordence with Section 2. No samples of rag flock or
other fillings were teken during 1959.

e












Housing Act, 1957

Housing Repairs & Rents Act, 195 and Rent Act, 1957
cusing Subsidics Act, 195

8lun Clearance Gm;_nenﬁntim_} Act, 1956

Detailed work in conneection with the inspection of unfit houses
included in the Council's S-year clearance programme was continued
throughout the year; 210 houses were inspected for all purposes, 30 were
reported to the Council as unfit for human hsbitation and, as a result of
earlier action, 20 houses werc demolished. Preparatory work was carried
out in connection with a clearance arca invelving 10 houses, and a similar
arca of 16 houses was dealt with, these latter being certified as unfit by
the Nedical Officer of Health, as they were already in the ownership of the
Council. Pour other houses wore dealt with "individually”, with o view to
their ultimate demclition.

Prior to the rchousing of families from unfit proportics, inspcctions
cantinued to bo made as nocessory to desl with the possible problem of
vermin (bed-bug or flea) infestation, but again as in the provious yeor,
no cass arose requiring special treatment during the pericd.

The number of spplications for certificates of disrepeir under the
Rent Act, 1957, fcll during 1959, when ten of these applications were
received, as compared with fourtecn in 1558. One of these was refusecd,
and the ovmers concerned geve undertakings to have the necessary works
garried cut in eight of these cases. The remaining application lapsed,
as the opplicant, an clderly woman who was the tonont, subsequently died.

Housing (Financia Provisions) hct, 1958
House Purchase & Housing Act, 1959

With the coming into operation in June, 1959, of the House Purchase
& Housing hot, 1959, provision was made for a simpler form of grant than
the originel improvement gromt (now generslly known ns the "disecretionary”
gront): the newer "stondard" grant being available towards the cost of
providing certain stated amenities, where thesc could be provided without
the necessity for structural additions involving much new building work.
The grant can be cleimed os of right and provides for five basic smenities:-
a fixed bath or shower in » bathrocm, a washhand basin, hot water supply,
a waterclosct in or contiguous to the dwelling, and satisfactory facilities
for the storage of focd. All five must be availoble in the dwelling when
the grant=assisted work is completed. In view of the close relationship
which this form of improvement had with normal house reopair and improvement
work under the Housing /cts generally, it was considered that the super-
vi=zion of "stondard" prents could well be inteoprated with the normal housing
work of the Inspectorz. In comsequence, 1B aprlieantions for " standard"
grants were dealt with up to the end of the year, 16 of those being
approved; they achioved the following improvements:- 12 baths in separate
bathroons, 13 washhand besins, 13 hot wator supplies, improved waterclosch
osocoomodation in 6 cases, and 6 satisfactory food stores. One hundred
and ninc vieits of inspeoction were nade in connectiom with this work.
A= with the "discretionary™ promt, it is o metter of repret that fow owmers
af preperty appear to be taking up these gronts to effect improvements in
tenanted hoemses. In all of the ecases so for deolt with, it has been the
ovmer/ occupier who has been the spplicent.

Linison continued to be cxercised with the Borough Surveyor in proposals
dealing with "discretionery® grent applicaticns, and 82 such cases were
referred to this Department for observations during the year.

Discoscs of nimals (Waste Food) Order, 1957

This Ordor desls with the inspection and licensing of boiling-plants
used by collectors of woste food for andimal feeding. — Such waste food
mey spread foot-snd-mouth and other andmal discoses if not properly beiled
for at least one hour. No new spplications were received in this
connection during 1959. Inspections wero continued at the premiscs
already licensed, and it was found that the reguirements of the Order
were boing satisfoctorily observed.

-39~
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