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BOROUGH OF REIGATE

ANNUAL REFORT

of the
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
for the year 1950

‘To the Chairman and Mombers of tho Public Health Committee

» Chairman, Ladies and Gentlomen,

I beg to present my Annuasl Report on the health and
‘sanitary circumstances of the Borough of Reigate in the yoesr

- 1950.

The Report is drawn up generally in accordsnce with the
‘roquiromoents of the Ministry of Health and, at the kinister's
‘roguest, specisl reference is made to certain subjects of
‘current interest with which the local health services are
directly concernocd. In other respects, the Report follows

- the arrangement of earlier issues in the same series and 1is,
" 1n ral, confined to 3 briaf record of the work of the

& h%iu heaith servicos of the Borough, and of Important
1ﬁltarattnna, improvomonts srmd developments uf these services,
.ihfthﬂ yoar under rovieow.

The only cause of slckmness or invselidity that was
&pnuiﬂlly noteworthy ln the area during the yoar was measles,
which appeared in epidomic formm in the latoe summer and sutumn
'1gqntha, when wheooplng cough also exhiblted increase in prova-
" lence. There was also a sporadic outbresk of infantile
;gﬁralrniu, which, though not extoensive, prompted the impo-

i tlon of far-rﬁaching precautionary rostrictions. Tho
incidence of othoer zcute specific infoections and of tubercu-
xlasiﬂ of the lungs was, on the whole, somowhat lowor than tho

average for the Eorough and for towns of compsarsble slze,

' The absence of diphtheris and food poisoning, and the further
‘docline in the prevalence of scables and other forms of
vorminous infeststion should slso be noted,

In most rospects the vital statistics for 1950 comparoe
very favoursbly with thoso recorded in the psst. The birth
" rate of 15.75 por 1,000 population approximstes to the
average for the immudiate pre-war years and ropreosents a
‘further doecline from the pesk reasched in 1947, when the rate
" Wgs 19.65. A fsll in the birth rate was usually regarded
in thae past as agn Indax of advorse cconomle circumstances:
in the presont instanco, however, 1t is probsble that the
‘declino is to some extont s reflection of present-day housing
" difficultics which, in many casoes, impose necoessary limita-
tion on the slze of families. The fall in the rate 1is

- partly offsot by the striking roeduction in mortality amongst
now=born bables, the infant death rate for the year being
tho second lowest on rocord.
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The crude death rate of 13.4, though higher than that
for the country as a whole, is well bolow the annual

averago for the Borough and is not unfavourable for a

community with an age group constitution such as that of
Roelgato. Tho fact that roughly two-thirds of the total
deoaths were of persons of sdvanced sge and that a relatively
amall proportion were assignod to strietly proeventable
causes, may possibly be of greator slgnificance than the

- actual rate roecorded.

Vital statistlces, howevar useful they may be as a rough

‘gulde and for purposes of comparison, do not afford much
‘Information with rogard to the goneral standard of haeslith
and nutrition of a community, or the provalence or otherwise
of minor degrees of ill=heslth and lowered vitalilty which,
‘not belng notiflable and not usually proving fatal, are not
' reflected in roturns of morbldity and mortality. Informa-
. tion on theso mattors can most roeadily be obtsalned, at loast

"go far as thoe rocognised priority groups aro concerned, from
‘the findings of the school hoalth, maternity and child

‘welfare and othor porsonal hnalth services; as these ususally
‘provide for the routine and rogular examinstion of the normsl

'8 woll as the abnormal, thoy offor s wery valusble moans of
‘agstimating, by personal obscervation, the genersl standard

‘attalned, any significant deviation from the normsl snd the
‘relative incldence of minor defects and disabllities. Under
" the new health leglslstion, the personal health servicos

formerly undor tho diroction of tho Borough Councll have been
tranaferred to the County Council, and the sctivitioes of the
‘Medical Officer of Hoalth, as such, have been correspondingly
‘reatricted in this field. In his capacity as Divisioml

Rﬂﬁunt? Medical Officoer, responsible for the day to day
- supervlislion of personal health services administered on a

Divisional basls, he has carly and first-hand informstion,

E'l‘l'.'n:l.l:itl would not otherwise boe avalilsble to him, of any serious

ﬁﬂtariuratinn in the general state of health of the community
. for which he acts. The informstion so obtsined in 1950 in
‘reapact of tho Borough of Relgate deces not indlcate any

" algnificant devistion from the standard sttsined in the past,

‘with the possible excoeption that anxiety nourosis and allled

functionsl noervous disorders sre notlceably more common than

formerly. The obsoerved lncresse in prevalence of disa-
‘billities of this nature may admit of several possible

explanations, but 1t is less easy to suggest and apply

‘appropriate snd offective moans of prevention.

I have again to record my sincere appreciation of tho
@fficiont and conscientious sorvice rendered by my staflfl,

tho assistance and close co-oporation of offlecials engaged

in other dopartments of the Corporstion and the support
nd consideration extonded to me throughout the yesr by
%hﬂ Chairman and Mombers of the Public Hoslth Commlittoeo.
I am, Mr. Chalrman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
¥our obedient Serwvant,
T, H. BINGHAM

Madlesl Offlcer of Haslth







SECTION I
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Area (Lend and Inland Water) .. e . 10,255 acres
Population, Census 1931 (enlarged Borough) .. 34,547
Reglstrar-General's ostimate of roesidont

populstion, mld-year, 1950 N e 42,030
Number of inhabited houses at end of 1950

according to Rate Books o % 11,762
BEEEEDle Value (1950) v o0 es  ue £455,802
Sum represented by a Penny Rate e = £},760

- Populstion

y The population of the Borough, including members of the
. srmed forces stationed in the area, is estimated by the
- Registrar-General to be 42,030 at mid-year 1950. This
represents a reduction of 120 on the corresponding figure
fz?ﬁr 1946, which relatod to eivilian population only. 1In
the nbsanua of any substantial migration of Berough residents,
and h&ving regard to bullding development, the conversion of
lar houses into flats, ete., an ineresse in populstion
could reasonably be axpected; moreover, the live births in
160 oxcooded the deaths by 14, so there was, in fact, a
snall increment of population by natural 1ncraasa. Tho
istrar-Gonersl was, accordingly, recuested to review his
eatimate, but stated that it wass based generslly on the
‘number of ration books issued at the annusl exchange, an
‘allowance bolng made for persons in Institutions who woere
not included in the ration boock figure. On the assumptlion
that the allowsnce msde undor the latter hesding was
.huﬁfiuiant the Roglastrar-General's astimate can be accoptoed
‘ia a raascnably accurate one, and the wvarious rstes which are
‘calculated thereon would, in consequence, fairly reprasent
~tho morbidity and mnrtality actually exporienced in the aresa.

R
s .=
3irths

e Five hundred and seoventy=eight live infants were born
‘to women normally resident in the Borough. The birth rate
the year was, therefore, 13.7 per 1,000 of the ocstimated
opulation, as compared with 14.8 in 1949, 15.6 in 1948 and
6 In 1947, which was the highost recorded in the preceding
twonty-five yoars.

h It may bo obsorvod that the birth rate for the Borough

‘18 approcisbly lower than that recorded in other areas.

hig 1s loss marked whon the rate is adjusted, by the

ipplication of s comparabllity factor, to allow for differ-

meoes in the age snd sox distribution of the populstion as
mparod with other sress; the adjusted blrth rate for the

dorough was 14.3 por 1,000 populstion.

2 It 1s espocially noteworthy that the deecline in the
- birth rate was accompanicd by very marked and dispropor-
ionate reduction in mortality amongst new-born infants

and was not associsted with significant increase in the

=:npurt1un of infantas rogistered as still=born.
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oaths

'i The deaths assignod to the area include those of Borough
saaldents who died elsewhers, but exclude these of temporary
aidunta, which are transforred to the districts in which

y normally resided. The total number of deaths so assipgnod
g 564, of which 250 wero of melos snd 314 of famales.

Tho numbers of desths of casch sex in various age groups
jere as follows:i-

: rou lialos Fomsles Total

Q-5 yoars s 12 7, 15

- 5-10 yoars e 1 - i
-~ 10-15 yosrs . 1 - 1
R IE=20 yoars .. 3 - 3
20~-30 yoars . 1 2 3

~ 30-40 yoars . 7 4 11
[ '%ﬂ-ﬁﬁ TOATS  «» 4 12 19
- 50-60 yoars .e 20 19 38
?ﬂ-Bﬂ TOATS .. 80 105 183
Eﬂiﬂﬂ yoars . 61 93 154

90 and upw&rﬂs & 21 27

250 514 564

} "erude" or unadjusted doath rate for the yoar was

r 1,000 of the ostimatod population, as comparedwith

, 1949, 10,8 in 1948, 13,1 in 1947, and an sverage rato
for tho preceding ton yoars. '"hon adjusted, by tho

on of a comparabllity factor, to allow for the adverse

of unfavourable sgo and sox distribution on the

axgariﬂncﬂd in the srea, the "erude" rate is reducoed

000, which comparos vory favourably with thoe rato
anﬂ Walos (11.6) and with the similsrly adjusted
towns with s rosident population of 25 UDG to 50,000

ymbors of doaths sssignod to spoclfied causes aro sot

Pable III. 1In accordance with tha World Health

Einm Nomonelaturoe Rogulations, 1948, tho hoadings aro

on tho Abbroviated List of tho Intnrnatianal 3tatis-

glfiestion of Discases, Injurles and Casuses of Death.

ord mora precise information with regard to the

from cortzin dofined causos, arnd diffor somowhat

lassification sdopted in tho past, with whlch tho
eadings in some instancoes are not strictly comparsblo.

1se in tho dosth rate in 1950 is var% largaly attri-
-gruatur mortality smongst fomalaes, but it is also
t a proportionstoly greatoer numbor of tho total
both sexes wero of porsons of advancod &sgo. This ls
in the causcs of death - rathor more than one-half
tnl bolng szcribod to diseases of the hoart and
w systom, including degenerstive affoctlons of the
esaels of the brain, and roughly one-sixth to canecer
L1 gne diasease, in mOEt cases ocurrling in association
11ity. The numbers of doaths sssigned to othor
d causes do not suggost unususl or excessivo mortslity
particular csuse or significant &asuniatiun with
Bl conditions of occcupation or onvirorment. lloasloes,
1itis and deaths from viclonce made sllightly more than
msual contribution to the death rate. There was,
Bvor, a wolcome reduction in mortality amongst Infants in
 firet yoar, thoe infant death rato boing tho sccond
t roc ed in the past fifty yoears; 1n this connection
iz sapocially noteworthy that most of tho deaths woro of
8 under tha agae of four weoks and wore aseribod to
“ritﬁ congonital mslformation and other non-proventable
ortality from tuberculous and non-tubarculous
on of thoe lungs, with tho oxception of bronchitis, and
nfoctious disgases, with tho exceptlon of measles, was
lower than that usually observed. The numbers of deaths
to other dofined causes approximate feirly closely
- recorded in the p%ft and do not call for special comment.






TABLE IIT

Caunses of Death in the Borough of Relgate
during 1900

‘1. Tuberculosis, rospiratory .. e e
2. Tuberculosis, other forms .. wa 2
jyphilitic discaso .s .s . .
Diphtheria .s .o .o oo .o .o
JIHaqging Cough s oe Sl kg et
eningococecal infections .e ‘e .o
to polio myelitis ‘e . ‘e .
les e L e H A T . .
ther infective snd parasitic disocasos
ilgnnnt noeoplasm, stomach .. = S
1ignant necoplasm, lung, bronchus ..
_1ignant neoplasm, broast .. e e
1lignant neoplasm, uterus .. .o .o
ther malignsnt snd lymphatlc neoplasms
eukacmia, sloukaocmia o Sl i
ibatoes ae - §ie ok S 41
Eular losions of nervous systam b
sonary discase, angina ‘e . ‘e
rtension with heart dlgesse .. e
r heart disceass e i Fir x
r clrculatory discase . . e .

LI ] L) LN 3 - . LI ] L
r disoases of respiratory system ..
r of stomach and duocdenum ‘e ‘s
ritls, ontoeritis and diarrhoocsa .
itias and nophrosis i o i
iy rplasla of prostato - - - - - -
pagnancy, childbirth, sbortion .. ..
enital malformatlons . .s ‘e
{ggﬁr dofined snd ill-defined discasoes
otor wehicla accldonts Sis ia T,
other sccidonts o .. .o

"Fiﬂiﬁa and oporations of War .. ..

Totals

M. F. |Total
B e 9
L 1 2
LI 1 l
v e e
1- e 1
2 i 2
g8 4 12
6 B 12
1 11 12
L] 4‘ 4
282 25 47
XL 1 e
3 1 4
28 65 83
40 23 63
i 10 17
o 68 108
14 13 on
3 2 5
8 7 15
B 10 18
& 1 4
5 + 7
1 2 o
3 P e
’? LI 3 I?
i 5 B
28 46 T4
2 5 5
2 & B
4 4 B
250 314 564

SECTION I
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

. "f ' T

. _Thore was no important extension of the public wator

i;;;ng devolopment .

-9-

y during the yoar, axcopt in comnoction with now
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With tho excoption of fiftoon houses which dafand for
helr water supply on three private wells, all dwellings in
th Borough have a continuous and diroct supply from the Easst

ray ""ator Company. The wator is dorived from deop borings
tho chalk and i1s softened, chlorinated and de-chlorinsted
saforo distribution to consumers.

-

E

The supply was adequate in guantity throughout the yesr,
e aversgoe daily consumption per head of population being about
40 gallons. The quallity of the water, as rovealod h{

L and bactoriological oxsmination at rogular intervals,
irlably roported to bo satisfactory.

iples of the water before and after treatment are sub-
ice weekly for bacteriocological examination, under
rangements made by the East Surrey Water Company.

on, samples of the treated wator are examlned

¥ and bactaeriologically sbout 40 times a year, under
stom arranged by tho liedical Officers of Health of the
8 suppliod by the Company; samples are taken in oeach
at stated times, and the analyst's reports sre avail-
the use of the other districts concerned. The

report is typlesl of those recelved during the year:-

Chemical Resulta in Parts per :(illion

Ll - " LA LS LI L LN Eri t
e S e = 4 i — Nilgh
L - L] - & Ll . Hil
.. . e . Alkalive: 0.4
onle aqid A e A e Absent
nnﬂuntivtty at 20 deg (iR 2 S 260
is, dried at 180 dog.C. o G 175
I' ﬂhlﬂr"’.ﬂﬂﬂ - W - L i - w 21
o aa galeium carbonaste .. ¥ ‘e gg
- - - " - 45
: - o A S - 50
nitratos e . . o & 4.4
nit!itﬂa s w e e . ﬁil
& @ LI L L LI ﬂtﬂnu
- . L] L L P ﬂiﬂﬂﬂ
rbed in 4 huurs at 27 dag. 0. P 0,15
’ o S . —a _ i Iron: Q.03
1 ﬂﬂm - . - a - » - ow " Hj.l

Bacteriological Results

1 day at 2 days at 3 days
37 dog.C 37 dog.C. at 20 dog.
E’mlwﬁ.as“ growling
per ¢.c. or mi. in .. 4] (o] 0
3 coliform roesction i e Absent 100 c.o.
& ﬂ.'h:t?mt 1‘:"0 2.
" # 8w -q.bsﬂ‘ﬂt 100’ 2l

“reaction .. ..
Report

8 pample 1z practlicelly clear and bright in appear-
rly alkaline in roactlon and free from motsls, aspart
digible trace of iron. The wator is falrly soft
or end 1s free from sny oxeoess of mineral or saline
nts in solution. Its organic quality and bacterial
F are of tho highest standard.

- & &

. ¥ @
-
-

88 raesults aroe indicative of a wster which 1s pure
80omo 1n.¢ﬁarautor and suitable for drinking snd






A ssmple of water from a private well supplyling a minersl
yater factory and a fow sdjiolnlng cottages was reported to be
in reactlon, and thereby llable to have a solvent action
lead, snd to show slight bacterial impurity due to the
gence of organisms of & type assoclated with faecal pollu-
pn. The owner was sccordingly advised with regard to
utionary messures, including the substitution of iren
ng and fittings for lead in the pumping apparatus and the
of certain defects to which the bacterlal contamlnation
hought to be attributable. The necessary repairs and
wvements were completed during the year, and the subsequent
nation of samples showed marked improvement in the quslity
water. There was stlll evidence of mild pollutioen,
‘and ‘having rogard to the use of the water for manu-

g purposes and, in consequence, its distribution over
area, the owner was advised to consider the instsllation
irification plant or, sltornatively, the substitution of
ﬁpa supply . It ﬂaa roequestod that, ponding such action
ey thinkk fit to tske on the lines indicated to him, he
prlivate arrangements for the water to be examined
uallg at least once & month and furnish the Publie
;pnrhman with coples of the analyst's roeports.

from a well supplying a private dwolling was found,
tion, to have corrosive proporties and to be of poor
lal quslity. The potontisl dangers were explained to

r, who was advised to have the public main extoended to
8, whileh ha has sineco done.

s Sewerago and Sewsge Disposal

lowing the extonslon of the publie sewar to lason's

s Redhill, in 1949, tho drasinage of twenty=-one

was cmnected to it duril 1950. This resulted
tion of elghteen cesspools, the conversion of
closets to tho water-carriage system, the provision
upply to two hand=flushed water=-closets and tho

of drainage facilitios to one dwelling previously
moans of drainage. At tho end of the year, only
68 in that area remained to be connacted.

ltion to the sbove, one cesspool in snother part
trict was abolished and the dralnago system connocted
le sewer.

JA R ﬂti ﬂ'_:_";

ottsges with pall closets woere converted to the
system and connocted to properly constructed
3 these are additlonal to the conwversions noted

iason's Bridge Hoad.

. 8treams

 streams and surface water courses in the area are
¥ inspectod, and all necoessary action 1s tskon to
ham free from obstruction and pellution.

_Cleansin (r

Wooekly collection of house and trade refuse ls in
on in all parts of the Borough. liore frequent

s aro madoe oi' trade refuse havin% a high content
sclble matter. Rofuse with no salvage value 1is
of by inclneration.

he eondltions of storage of house and trade refuse are
1ly satisfactory, and have boon greatly improved by the
ent of receptacles found to be dilspidated or

=13=






¥ith a view to preventing sorious nuisance from flies,
mal street bins for the collectlon of kitchen wasto were
ed thrice weekly during the summer months, and were with-
nd thoroughly cleansed at intoervals of seven to ten
Thasa moasures had the desired result.

rangoments have baen made for the salvage of waste paper,
al, bottles, etc., and for tho processing for animal

' waste food collected in the Borough aﬂg in neigh-

nitary Districts.

Inspoction of tho Ares

gedfiod statement of the number of promises visited,
8 or nulsancos discovered, and the actlion and result
takon in rogard to theso will bo found in tho report
of Sanitary Inspoctor.

ctions for the purposos of tho Shops Act, 1934,
‘be made as and when necossary.

pnsod site for movablo dwollings in lisple Road,
i suitably adapted during the yeasr, and brought
20 for thirty-three trailer carsvans. Most of
uplod by families who have not proeviously had
mes, as & means of overcomlng thelr housing

Thoe owner of the site has provided a brick-
block, comprising water-closot sccommodation
es, 1hundrg and ablution facilitios, including
8 and a constant supply of hot watoer; the drainage
acted to the publle sewoer.
proceedings wore institutod agsinst the owner of
ton Park and at Nubtwood ncarby for allowing tho
ed 88 a slte Tor caravens without a licenco under
the Public Health Act, 1936. In the case of
tton Psrk, a llconco had alrcady boon rofusod
nds that tho application gsvo insufficiont informa-
g&rﬂ to tho arrangoments proposed for sccurlng
ry condltions. Summonses wore issucd sgalnst
rospoct of throe separste plots of land - one at
uplod by four caravans, and two at Gatton Park,
up to sovon caravens and thirtoon caravans,

A conviection was socurod in cach caso. Two
gre still in usc st the ond of the yaar as sites
gravans; statutory action in rospoct of ono of
.8 at prosont undor considoration.

r of land in liarkodgo Lano, Uppor Gatton, was
Planning permission to develop tho slto for
pupation by ton carsvans, but failod to comply
itions mttachod to the lleonco lssuod to him

269 of tho Public Hoslth Act, 1936. The lsnd
uso ss & carsvan site for the grestor part of the
‘authority was accordingly given for the institution
‘procoodings against the owner. Tho matter was not
hﬂwavur, as the occupants of the caravans oventuaslly

lconcos (7 now liconces and 2 renowsls) wero

or Scction 269 (Sub-section (1) (11) of the Public
1936, in rospect of traller caravans occupiod by
&n wore without propor housing accommodation.
lications for such liconces wore refused on the

the sanitary arrangements which it was proposed
unsatisfactory.

ﬂlﬂ-






oke Abstoment

fﬁé complaint of smoke nulsante was roceived during the

ng Baths and Pools

Three swimming baths in the ares aro open to tho publie.
a covercd baths owned and controlled by the Corporation;
ird 1s a mrivately owned open=air pool to which the
ro admitted on pa nt . 411 three baths are equlpped
3 nacassary plant for filtration and chlorination.

a af the water were oxamined during the yoesr and
od in each case to reach a high stasndsrd of organic

disinfestation of verminous premlses was carried out
ginfecting Officer, under the supervision of the Chlef
aspoctor. Particulars of Council and cother houses

3 Infested and dealt with durding the year are set out
section of this report.

t, 1937

ropdance with Section 128 of the above-named Act, the
balow indicates the work which has been carried out

1ons
Humber Humb er of
on Inspac-|VWritten|Occuplers
Roglster| tions |Hotices|prosecuted

torieas in which

g8 1,2,3,4 and
to be enforced
11l Anthoritioes 48 [ 2] =

a8 not inclu-

Local Authority | 116 31 6 -
L) .. (5] B - -

TOTAL 170 43 8 -

Numbar of epagas in Humber of
which defects woere found qﬁgaﬁ in
which pro-
cqab Reme- nggfﬂfd E;fﬂfﬂ?ﬂ sacutions
(= F] died woere
: Inspectar{Inspoctor TRati st aa
nli- L
_ 3 i - 1 =
ilve drain-
1 e = o A
lelent 2 g - 1 -
table or
3 E 3 - 5 -
@g.i.ns
. TOTAL | 12 11 - 7 &

: :lE-







Out Work (Sections 110 and 111)

Ho lists of outworkers wore roceived from employers.
lists were received from other Authorities, affecting
paraana, whose premises wore visited. No action was
SECTION III

HOUBING

'{;-ataﬁiatiaal partleculara relsting to housing in the
e set out below.

the reassons explalned in recent reports, 1t has not
icable to resume the systematic inspection of houses
Housing Consolidated Regulations, but a considerable
wellings were visited and inspected in connection
pctlous disesse, applications to the Councll for housing
ation and for bullding repair licences, and on complaint
] & It has beon possible to secure, by informsl

at leoast a partisl repsir of the majnritr of the housoes
' be defective, but rising costs of labour and materlal,
;'tth tha etmulative effect of rent control ovar s

P yearsa, add very greatly to the difficulties of

ration of housing legislation.

numboer of dwelllng-houses inspected during the year
Eleven werce found to be unfit for human habitation
able of belng renderod fit at a ressonable sxpense.
ege woro doslt with undor Soctions 11 and/or 12 of

. Act, 1936; threo were deslt with informslly - two

d and one bolng ontlrely reconstructed and modernised.
ht dealt with formally, one was closod, onc was made
ing en offor to carry out works, snd Domolition

-:Hadu in six casos. Tho Local Authority rohousod

te of nine of tho houses.

0 individual housocs doalt with in 1949 undor Section
olishod in 1960, immodistoly aftor tho cccupants
‘choused by the Council. One dwelling-houso found
bo unflt and not capable at s roasonsble oxponsec
tade fit, owing to tho oxtensive ropairs necessary

g 'untrulleﬂ ront, was purcha=zed by the occuplor in
> house was rapﬁirud snd modernisod by the new owner,
igsistsnce of a Bulldi Buciutg thus indicatling one
uh this difficult problem can be solved.

mel notlces were served on the owners of 223 houses
y found not to be in all respocts reasonably fit for
itetion; 242 defective dwelling-houses in this

g randoered fit before the and of the year in

26 of informsl sction.

88 dwelling-houses were the subject of formal notlices
mder Section 92 (2 cases) and Section 75 (1 case) of
lc Hoslth Act, 1936. Those notices were complled
iring the year, but in the case of the Bection 75 notice,
1 Authority had to act in default, the ownor having
3 the cost of the dustbin which was supplied. In

16 statutory notlces served in 1949 snd outstanding
nﬂ of the year were sll complied with in 1950 by the
oncornad.

@ new casos of statutory overcrowding wore dlscovered
the yoar, in addition to the thirty cases shown to
the end of 1849, Nine cezes were rellaeved by re=
tho affocted famllies in roguisitionod property, in
mroe=-fabricated bungalows or in permanent Corpora-
888, and sovon casos wore abatoed by action takon by
Ak -14-
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SECTIOK IV
INSPECTION AND SUFERVISION OF FOOD
-.-_-':'L Supply

The greator part of tho milk sold by retail in the Borough
8 pastourlsed, oithor at s licensed dairy in Croydon or at a

al dairy which is equlpped with s modorn H.T.S3.T. (high
ature short-timo) pastourising apparstus, and which has
iconsed by tho Borough Couneil.

The routine sampling of milk supplios was continued in
ance with reocont practice, with tho modification that
8 of raw milk woro submitted for blological exsmination
in thoso casos whoro it would have beon sold in its
od stato. The results arc indicated in Tablo IV:
ow that sll tho samplos of pastourised and storilised
assod the proscribod tosts. Four samplos of pastourised
ould not bo submittod to the mothylene blue test, as tho
ric shade tomporaturo on tho days of sampling oxcooded
heroby rondoring the tests void. The samples sub-
:q: hig%gginal oxamination gave nogstive rosults for

0] .

TABLE IV

8ts roguired by Rogulations govorning Spocial
Heagls onsg

Fhog=- Turbi

lothylone Blue rha- il
& tase dity

Setls- | Unsatis- v Satls- [Satis-

factory| factory A factory] factory

18 4 = - -
14 - - 14 -
42 - 4 46 -
- - - - 5

[ Tuborclo Bacilli . | # Tuborclo Bacilli +
Nil 0.00

utbroaks of tuborculosis of bovine origin have boen

" from time to timoe in difforent parts of the country,

ro boon tracod with rossonsbloe cortainty to the con-

of millkk from infoctod cowa. Tho only absolute means
:E_'fntinn is thoe sterilisstion or officiont passtourisastion

£ all grados of milk, including tuberculin-tosted. Until

obligatory, thero ls the less offoctive sltornsativo

mlar votorinary inapoction of dairy hords and froguont
.¢al oxsminztion of raw milk, to assist the carly

etion and oliminstion of infoctod animals. Under the
arrangoments, tho routine vetorinary oxeminations of

" hords aro too infrequont to givo confidonece in the

30 of safogusrd thoy provide and it is, sccordingly,

Ary to roly moro on blological testing. Tith those

£ -17-












Shellfish (Molluscan)

Thore are no shellfish bods or layings in the district.
. hallrish onn salo local sare obtained from the London
so that no information is avallable as to the layings
icb the shollfish are dorived.

No.action was taken undor the Public Health (Shollfish)
iona, 1934, nor under 3ection 39 of the Food and Drugs
'E

SECTION V
“muu.ﬂ OF, AND CONTROL nm INFECTIOUS

l D OTHE ) b B

of Isolation Hospital Accommodstion

provision of hospital accommodation for the isclation
itment of cases of infoectious disease is a function of
11l Hospital Board. In splte of formel protest by
Council and other interested suthorities, the
allable locslly were seriously deploted in the
* the year, when thoe Rolgate Infectious Disesses
Wihitebushes was adapted for the recoeption of
eases, including leprosy, and thereaftor coased
for its original purpose. In consequence,
o could not be accommodsted at Bletchingley or
re sont to isolation hospitals in other parts of
Rogion. Even whon due sllowance is made for the
omfort of modern ambulsnce transport, s long journoy
the best Intorests of a pationt who is scutely
is, in addition, the inevitable inconvenlience and
Tﬁﬂ$a or rolativea who may wish to wvisit the
yapital.

have been few roports of difficulty or delay in
c-ndmisaiﬁn of infoctious persons to hospital.

od cases of the commoner infections, such as
yhaapinﬁ cough, are not usually aacaptad unless

' edical Offlcor of Hoslth on the grt.‘runds
iﬁnt cannot be satisfactorily isolated and treated

i&un falling of the axisting system is that the

cer of Health is not inwvarisbly informed of the

} __ﬂiaﬁharga of pationts from his sres or of tho
gnosis mado in cases admitted to hospital on

‘Such informstion is indisponsable for the

. of appropriate moasures of provention and control,

@ local Sanitary Authority 1s responsible.

a bean brought to the notice of sonior sdminis-

s of the Regional Hospltal Board, who are

2& moans by which deficloncies in these respoects

o E‘d

a' ‘Notiflsble Infoctlous Diseases
actlon takoen on recelpt of a notification thst a

i*a‘ suffering from sn infoctious disease is fully
in previous roports.

- exclusion from school of infocted persons and contacts
ed out in accordance with the suggestions contalned
iﬁﬂnt lMemorandum issued in 1927 by the Ministry of

nﬂ Board of Educatlon, and amoended in August, 1942.

-19 -






p Enhla ¥ showa the number of the wvarious notlfisblae

tious diseases (other than tuberculosis) recorded in the
during the calendar year, classified asccording to the age
h iant, togethor with the numbers of cases romoved to
itsl, and the total doaths from each diseasa. Comparative
tistics are glven in Table VI. The prevalence of the
disessoes is reviewed bolow.

ase of small-pox was roported in tho Borough during
Two suspocted casos were oxamlned st thoe roquest
--1&&1 practitieners in attendsnce, but the provisional
of small=-pox was not confirmed.

3 wero received of tho arrival in the Borough of
jona who had recently been 1ln contact with definite
| cases of smsll-pox, elither in this country or

had visited locslitiles where the dlsease was known
yvalent.  All woere vislted and kept under survelllsnce
rescribed perlod.

agalnst Smalle=pox

{m tion agsinst small-pox is not at present undertsken
¢y Council's Clinics in the Borough. Particulars of
ona of vacclnations porformed by private medical

sra during the year are as follows:-

0 -1 l -4 5 - 14 Over 15

voar voars years yoars
o 227 22 26 18
2 tinn - 5 13 51

‘porsons were vacclnated and re-vaccinated than in

g relatively grester number of the primary vaccinations
ta undor the age of one year. This 1s a welcome

n aa far gs it mey indicate that infant waccination
P ler favour. Aa eviously reported, howover,
infants vaceinated in the first year has falleon
since the sbolition of compulsory powers. If
ontilmies, a large section of the populstion willl in
gcted and the introduetion of wvwirulent smsll-pox
may have very serious consequences. The impor-
uring protection in early inf'ancy 1s straessed by the
dleal Officers and Health Visitors in their inter-
ronts at the various clinics snd in tho course of
niciliary visiting.

#Eﬂnlanca of' scarlet faver, sz judged by the number
tified, wes lower than in recent years. Hoat of
urrod in the osrly part of tho yoear and amongst
members of the cunmunit{ The type of infection
‘whole, exceptionally mild snd rarely asssoclated
esome complications; in fact, the symptoms in msny
10 transient or ill-defined as to pass unnoticed.
jore ofton thoe means of iInfecting suscoeptibleo
U with whom they came in contact. There was a
g instance of this st a private achool where cases of
fover occurred periodically until trsced to a carrier
undoubtodly suffered from an sbortive and unrecognisad
8scarlet gﬁvar and had continued to attend school
the whole poriod of her illness. These atyplecal
vary greatly to the difficulties of adminlstrstive
nd tend to call in question the value of compulsory
on while limited, as at praesent, in its application.
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.ﬁ-i-tharia

For thoe third consecutive yoear, no case of diphtherils
‘was reported in the Borough.

Immunisation agsinst Diphtheria

. The numbers of children who completed s full course of
dmmunisation during the yesr are as follows:-

Age 0 - 5 years ‘e .. 516
Apa 5 = 15 years .. . o9
Total 655

—_—

Reinforcing doses of diphtheris prophylactic wero given
52 persons, mostly school entrants who had coempleted a

irge of Immunisation three or four years previously. The
ibers immunisod and re-immunised are somewhat smallor than
bacsuse of the suspension of immunisstion procedures

ing the prevslence of poliomyolitls in the late summer and
o autumn months.

It 1s oestimated that spproximstely 66.5 per cent of

en under the sge of five yesrs and 77.0 per coent of
botween the ages of five and fifteen years, have beon
ificislly immunised sgsinst diphtheria. As pratﬂctian is
nally advisod untll tho ond of the first yoear, tho
proportion is oquivalont to roughly 85.0 por cont of
 aligible for trostment, and may be regardod as very

actory .

s

Thero wore oight notifications of dysontery, all of which
ated to infants in s residential nursery. It is advisable
i ogtablishments that new entrants should be segroegated
g bacteriologicsl investigstion, to minimise the risk of
hﬁnigﬁ intestinal infection, but thlis may not salways bo

! oro accommodstion is limited and infsnts sre

tted in an emergency.

ffral Pyrexisa

ourteen women wero roported to have had repeated or

inod rise in temperature following confinemant.  All
,éﬁnfiﬂﬂd in hospitsl or nursing homes, with thoe exception
‘domiciliary caso for which adequate nursing assistsnce
ﬂilﬁhla. Only five of the pstients woro normallz

in the Borough, tho romainder having boeon admitted

gl hospitals and nursing homes from other aroas.

It may be noted that the case rate for puerporal pyroxia
¢ 1,000 total births is roughly four times greater than
acorded for England and Wsles. This 1s largely
ned by & fallacy, to which attention has previously
drawn, in thoe officiasl mothod of computing the rato.
cations are assigned to the district in which the
ion 1s diasgnosad, whother or not the patlent is normally
.dent therein; tho total births, for the purpose of the
culation, sre those accreditod to the asroes concorned, o.g.
and stlll births to Borough rosideonts only.

- Yhon women woerg genorally confined 1n their own homes
in matornity homos or hospitals in the districts in which
lived, the rato so computed was & roasonably accurate
sgentation of the incidence of morbid conditions srising
ing the lying-in perioed. This no longer holds good

guse of the presont day proforonce for sdmission to the
Jrnity dopartmoents of Eﬂrgu hospitals, each serving a

=-25=






mber of tho surrounding sanitary distriets. The rate for
:hﬁ Borough, calculated in tho approved manner, is artificially
inflated by the large number of births tsking place in the
;fdhill County Hospltsl, to which maternity psatients sre
admitted from a wide ares.

) It should also be explained that notifiecations of puerparal
pyroxia are relatively more numerous in the case of hospital
nfinements, due to more complete notification and the better
tunities of observing recurring rises in temperature. It
1 be understood that notification applies to sny feverish
tion occurring in the lying-in period, and is not

ossarily associated with soptic infoction following delivery.

ﬂha prevalence of pneumonlis was greater than ususl and was
sworthy also in other respocts; thore was no marked seasonal
ence and no significant concoentration of csses in the
r and older age groups. In vory few instances was the
nfoction stated to be socondary to influenza, though it
obable that at least some of tho notifications related to
tiin occurring as & laste compllication of other scute

ons.

Eiight pationts wero alresdy in public institutions at the
the nctification and sixtean others were removed to
tal or nursing homes for the purpose of treatment. The
nursed at home were investigsted by the Health Visitors,
_pﬂrtﬂd that gll nocessary facillitlos for treatment wore

-ﬁlt is noteworthy that the greater prevalence of pnoumonia
accompanied by & corresponding incroase in the mortality
to it. This 1s the more romsrksble whoen it is

1ad that doeaths from preumeonias inelude many dus to non-
tlous gnd, therefore, non-notifisble forms of discasa,
cample, congestion of the lungs occcurring as a termlnal

lon in elderly persons. The number of deaths of

able cases was, in fact, unusually small.

; .' _ 1litis

ported in January and three others in the late summer,

she disease was unduly provsalent in nelghbouring districts.
argo proportion of infected persons do not present any
1lssble symptams of poliomyelitis snd as many others
without tho onset of paralyais, thera is no doubt that
faction at this period was much more gonersally wide-

han the number of notifled csses would suggest. It
rofore, thought to be advlisable, while cases wore

%g in the district, to forbid specisl cinemas porformsnces
hildron and to postpono swimming gslas and similar

1e events. Local moedical practitionsrs and hospitals
advised, and sgreod, to suspond prophylactic inoculations
lactivo nose and throat operatlions, in wview of the observed
lation between such procodurcs and the occurrence of pollo-
tis. For the same resson, dental operatiomns st the local
lea wora, for the time boing, restricted to omorgency casas.

i Eu-amaauhalitia

This 18 an acuto infoction of the norvous systam,

foring from poliomyelitis in that the brain, rather than

ﬂpinal cord, 1s chloef'ly affocted. The one casa reported

iring gﬂar was admitted to hospltal snd recovored
1ufactnr
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Whooping Cough

There was a sharp inecrease in the prevalenco of whooping
cough, whlch was practically confinod to the socond half of tho
yoar and to infants under the sge of ten years. Tho discaso
was widespread in distribution and, boeausoe of the langthy
poriod of excluslon proscribed for casos snd contacts, caused
‘sorious interforence with school attondance. The infectlion
wes mild in type and roelatively free from major camplications.
Hlo mortality was attributed to whooplng cough.

. Inoculation against whooping cough is not st present under-
taken st the clinics in the Borough, but is being increasin%ly
getlisod, usually in combination with diphthorila prophylax
gmi?ata modical practitioners. It is considored to bo

sable to postpone the introduction of whooplng cough
misation ss a public service until the eofficscy of tho
ilable immunising sgonts has boon more definitely established.

Ngralaa

There was an oxtonslve outbresk of moasles in the latar
the of tho year and asmongst porsons in the younger ago

u@a. Evory district in the Borough was invaded snd the
tendance at infsnts' departments was, in consequence, very
roduced. lultiple eases in the same household were
ively common snd it was not unusual for children to suffer
t aimultannauslg from moasles and whooping cough or to
tract the one while convalescing from tho other. YNine cases
removed to hospital, in most cases from residential
itutions in which they could not be effectively isolated.
‘only death attributed to meassles was of a child who was an
@ of a mental deficlency institution slsewhere and in whom
original infection was complicated by pnoumonia.

5 lieasles sorum was not axtensively used for the caomplote
or partisl protection of susceptible contacts, probably because
| he unusual mildness of the mrovelling typo of infoection.

fi-=1aa

- Hotifiecstions of this disoease, of which there werse twelve,
'not indicato any significant incroaso in prevalence. 3ix
. wore troated in hospltal snd the romsinder in their own
o One of the former diled from tho dlsease.

'yhfinuloala

. Thirty-elght now cssos of tuborculosis of the lungs and
8 of tuberculcsis of other organs woro roported during the
Thirty-four woro cases notif led for tho first time,
were roported by tho County kedical Officer on transfer-
3 from other sroass in which thoy had slrosdy boon notlfied
raur baocamo known from the Reglstrar's Return of Desths;
n at lesst two of the post-humous csses, the tuberculous
pndition was discovorad at post-mortem oxaemlnation.

Perticulsrs of new cases of tuborculosis which came %o
‘knowledgo of the iiedical Officor of Health during the year
et out in Table VII, together with an snalysls of tho

e ths in the ares from this disoase during the samo pericd.

: The number of new cases of tuberculosls of the lungs,
ncluding those coming into the srea after notification
ewhero, is eqrivalent to a csse rate of 0.90 per 1,000

the populstion. The rste so computed is very much lowor

n in 1949 and colncidos with the emual average for tho
proceding ten years. Reductlon in prevalence was practically
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gonfinsd to malos of middle age, tho sex and age group
dietribution being otherwlse roughly similar to that observed
Bn tho pars.

R It 13 Cdiaguletlng to record that four of the victims of
fuberculesls of the lungs wore teachers in Council achoolsa.

The potential dangor cf such cases orn scarcely be exaggorated,
vios cf (hoir dally and intimate contact with a highly
coptiule soction of the child population. In the interests
ho cilldren and toeschors alike, all members of the teaching
ghaould ba rejuired to submlt to X-Ray examination of the
a¥ rogular intorvals, so onsuring ocarly detection and
yonsion from duly of thosoe likely to be a aource of

actlion. This is rn obvious and elemontary precsution,

ph alrosdy applies to Asslztent Medical Officers, District
gog, Hog.5h Visltors, Nursory Stafl snd othors 1n the service
] Fggnﬁr Courcil whose duty brings thoem into close contaet
ildren.

TEa cazu ratn for non-respiratory forms of tuberculosis
rar 1.000 pesulation) was procisely the ssme as in 1949
yorr sllshyiy lowor then the averago for the preceding ten
b, Ereslliying though 1t may bo that tho rate has romained
e leas ctatlonary, it is, nevertheless, dlsappointing
npnﬂrﬁspirateﬂg tuborculosls has not oxhlblted sny sus-

i tondoncy Yo daclino during the pzst forty years. This
B3 more rogrottable in view of the fect that rapid and
ptial »odvetion in tho prevalonco of thls fomm of the

ga should bo possible by tho cempleto ollimination of cone
sourco of iInfoction, namoly, infocted milk. The action
by the Borough Councll to reduce the risk of infection
ﬁu(ﬁ seurcos 1s roforred to 1n an earlier soctlion of this

~ Tho mcrballty rate foo tuberculosis of the lungs followed
23 goacral trend as the ircldence rate, belng sppreclsbly
 §oen that recorded in 1949 and below tho average for

it Tears. -n the caso of both sexes thore was a notlco-
8HiTting of rmortality from tho younger to the cldor age
@3 &2 &£n ‘oolated obsarvatlon, thls is not of speclial
gticsl gignillesnce. The dosth rate for non-roespirstory
ieulosis, on the other hend, was ccmewhat higher than
thouzh 1%t should be noted that, whllie thore has beon

@ fnecling in provalonco ovor a long perloed, the goneral
ef nortaliily in that perioed har been in a downward

Llon.

rogietor is kkept of the names, sddrosses and other

wiars relating to known casos of tuboreulosis. At the

thu poar thoro remasired on the Reglster tho nsmos of

arscns, of whom 1B7 (109 males, 78 femsles), waere

plhg Trom reapiratory tuborculeosla, and €5 234 males,
gles), Irom buboroulosis of olber organs.

¥o action was necessary under the Publle Health

rentlon of Tuberculosis) Regulationa, 1925 (relating to
drsons suffuring from pulmonsry tubsrculosls employod in the
f ttrio), nor under Section 172 of tho Public Health Act,

3 {ralatine Lo tha cempulsory romoval to hospital of

gons suflering from tuberculosls).

The voluztary Tuberculosis Caro Committoe, which worksa

i cloz2 assocletiion with local Chest Cliniecs and Ssnatorla,
inmed 1ts activitios on behalf of tuborculous porsons
thoir dopondants. Tho assistanco granted during the

gar includod the s upply of extra nourislment, fuel, bodding,
plothing, siclz-reon roquisites, eto., and the paymont of
fares, pocket monoy ang cther incidental oxpensos which could
1ot boe mot from ofif'ieisl sourcos.
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i llass Haedlog cphy Survey was conducted at the Central Hall,
Redhill, from the IEth to the 27th April. Speclal sessions
ara arrsnged for organized groups from senlor schools, local
industrial undertakings, youth organizations, members of the
Counclil's steff, ote., in additlon to the sessions for the
Ben ﬂ-]"'&l I:I‘.".bliﬂ- -

The findings of the Survey are briefly summsrised ss fdllows:-
lala Female Total
Total number x-rayad TI76 - 952 2458
' Pulmonary Tuberculoais, Active 4 1 =
?ulmunary Tuborculosis, Inactive 55 56 111
brnormalitiea, non-tuberculous 54 22 il
Re quiring further investigation 5 3 8

The number of new casoes of sctlve tuberculoslis dlscovered in
coursae of the Survey ropresents a relastively smsll proportion
I the total mumber of persons examined.

’ Non=-lotifiable Infectious Diseases

JENEA

niormation rsl&ting to the prevalence of influenzs 1s
ained mainly from achool records snd from the local Rogistrar's
ly raturn of deaths, Fron the former 1t would appear that
parasively 1ittls sbsence from school was attributable to
onza, while the mortality ascribed to the disease and its
linatians was appreclably bolow the averago.

- Infoctlous Diaznasos

~ Very Iew cases of other infectious snd contsglous dlseases
reported during tho yoear. Isolation in hospltal was

ded for two casos of mumps, two of Vincont's angina, one
ningivls and ono of infoectlve tonsillitis. Host of those
removed from genersl hospltsls snd residentisl institutions
EE tho feellitles for lsolstlon were insdequste.

TNoso al 3re fscilitles st the Disinfecting Ststlon for tho
riliisation of artlcles that have boon oxposod to infection
for the cleansing of verminous persons snd their belong-
3 Provislon L=z beon made for the trestment by formslin
our of books arﬁ cther articles which are unsultable for
infection by = 1J_J‘I"‘hﬁﬁ.tﬂﬂ stoam. The work undertskon at
Disirfocting S%etion during tho yoar is summsrised in a
ar scction of Sk s raport .

Uneloanliness

Tho Goasures & optod locally to combat infestation by lice
beon Tully doscribed in previous roports and wore con-
fent L - maintelaoc throughout the yoar. From the informa-
‘avsllasble 1t wculd sppear that the general standard of
inees 18 rosczonsbly satisfactory. No instance of

inoue infestatior of person or clothing was encounterod;
gtation by hosd lice was confined to school chlldren, of

m rcoghly 3.C puvr cont were found to be aff'ected in greater
laes degree, tnoush not in any instsnce to such an extent

o require nlasn"ing under arrangements made by the Borough
211. Twentj-scven childron wero oxcluded from school
ntll they had boen czatlsfasetorlly cleansed by their parenta,
erswmrned ol the asction that might be tsken 1f their

drer agaln becanc werminous.

ha r"uvalencﬂ of scebios has decllined very steadily

s !I.ng the past few yoars. S8ixteen cases (ten children and

B 1% ults) woere roportod to the Public Heslth Departmont and

' succeasfully treated under the arrangemonts made for that
oge by the Borcugh Council. Intimate contacts of confirmcd
@868 wers sdvised n;th regard to the procautions to be tsken
ind, whevaver nocossary, were suppliod with the matorisls
oquired . Ho secondary casaa wore raportoed.
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BOROUGH OF REIGATE

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

CHIEF SANITARY INSFECTOR
FOR THE YEAR 1950

Fublic Heszlth Depsartment,
Caberfelgh,
Hatchlands Road,

Redhill.
o the Chairman and Members of the Public Health Committoeo

Ledios and Gontlomon,

4 I submit herowith my seventeenth Annual Report on the work
f: ‘the Sanitary Inspectors during 1950.

5;' The duties which hsve been most prominent during the yosar
have bean connected with tho following mattors:

(a) The control of movable dwellings;

.~ (b) Tho inspection of asccommodation occupled by
’ applicants for Councll houses;

(e) The inspection of mest at the local Government-
controlled slsughterhouse;

(d) The improvement of hygienic conditions in food
promises, particularly those required to be
roglastered under Soctlon 14 of tho Food & Drugs
Act, 1938;

(e} The control of posts, particularly rsts snd mico.

The year haa boon marked by the large and guito dis-
ortionato amount of timo which has had to be spont, both in
pistrstive work and in wvisits of inspoctions, in desling
particular probleoms which have arison in connsction with
‘in two difforont parts of tho Borough, which the ownors
"sought to uso =s sitos for caravanas in contravontion of
provisions of Section 268 of the Publie Health Act, 1936.
oth cases the problems relating te public heslth were
with those affoecting town-planning, so that it has
"@ssontilal to have the closast co-operation boetweon tho
!.iaua Committeea, Deparbtments and officers concerned. The
mary cause of this problem iz urdoubtedly the shortage of
'!.ng accommodation, which is forcing many familles into
temporary expedient of purchasing a traller caravan in
lch to live. These temporary dwoellings appesr to be
mfactured in increasing numbers, presumably as part of
leliberate policy, but thelr purchasers are hasving
1 .1nn1t;|r in finding sultsble slites on which to place them.
ils position opens the way for those who can see 8 lucrative
return for caplital invested in a plece of land, whatever 1its
position or the amenities which can be prcvided with 1t.

[, 83 has happensd hera, such land 1s developoed and used

or caravans wlithout preliminary compliance with the law,
he difficulties which mresont themselves to local suthorities
#nd tholr officers are matched by the worry and anxiety which
L8 needlessly thrust upon the unfortunate caravan dwellaers,

-29-






who may find thomsalves not only unwittingly brosking thoe law,
but sufforing from quite intolerable sanitary conditions about
thelr csmping ground. Eectiﬂn 269 was intenﬂed to give local
authoritios power to control "recreoational" camping;
condit lons such &s oxist todsy, when caravans sre being usod
gs pormanont dwellings in comparatively large communities,
- wore nover onvlsasgod when tho Spction was drawn up. Amending
logislation 1s urgently ncoeded to deal with present-day cir-
nuﬁstnncaa to prevent sites from being used until proper snd
lacent ﬂmanitiﬂa aro provided by thelr ownors.

The work of desling with applications for housing
commodation referred to me by the Council's Housling Officor
an assessment of the housing noed of the spplicant, con-
ed on the lines indicsted in previous reports; enguiries
e made in 230 cases. In addifion, 21 investigstlons were
tituted Into applications msde to other Loesl Anthorities
familios resident in this Borough; the subsequent reports
re made to, and at the roequest of, the Loecal Authoritles
zerned.

Progress continues to bo medo in the standsrd of hygiene
| food premises; particular attention has been given during
50 to the improvoment of promises whore applications have
rocolved for rogistration under Section 14 of tho Food
ugs Act, 1938.

The difficultices associsted with the ropsir snd msintensnce
pro-war houses and, in particular, those let st controlled
8, contlnuo to 1nnraaaa. This is a problem which has not
y affoctod owners and occuplors, but slso Local Authorities
tholr officers throughout the country; 1t will contlnue to
se anxiety until leglslstion is amended in favour of those
have to pay for the repairs. Until a solution of what 1s
rily sn cconomic problem can ba found, Locsl Authorltioes
t officiontly administer the provisions of tho Housing
8 relating to lnspection, improvemont or repair of the
ling-houses in their districts.

I couple my thsnks to my colleoagues for the sssistanceo

in %ly glvon at all times with my gratitudoe to Dr. Bingham,
iua Offlcor of Hoalth, for his advico and kindly considora-

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obediont Servant,
G. JANES

Chief Ssnitary Inspoctor






Infectious Diseases, Disinfection and Disinfestation

During the year 95 visits cof enguiry were made in con-
nection with infectlous disease. Fifty=-seven llbrary books
were disinfected by Tormalin vapour and returned to the

| libraries from which they had been borrowed.

|
|

The Table on page 52 shows in detsll the work carried out
at the Council's Steam Disinfecting Ststlon st the Refuse
Disposal Vorks, which lncludes the dlsinfectlion of bedding,
etc., on bohslf of the Dorking & Horley and the Godstone Rursal
District Councils, and spproximetely 600 blsnkets s week during
‘the summoer and autumn from tho Volunteor Agricultursl Camps st
Reigate and Godsteonoe, organised by the Surrey Agricultural
Executive Committee.

: During the year 5 houses, 4 of which wore owned by the
m r.aratiﬁn, wore disinfested owing to the proesencoe of bed-bugs;
ree houses wore disinfosted on account of fleas, and two
sine ss ;rumisea on account of cockrosches.

Assistanco waa glven to 25 cccupioers who wore thomsolves
unable to destroy wasps' nests which had become estsbllished in
h-z tions which were not oasily accoessible; for example, in
roof sapaces, under floors, and in cavity wslls. This mmber
Lﬂhparea with 111 in 1049. :

R Regulsr routine inspections were msde, under contract

torms with the Surrey County Council and thu Radhill County

nvqpital for the purpcse of controlling the number of cock=-
aanhes which infest these snd similesr institutions from time

 time. School csntecn-kitchens were aprayed twice during

.{: fly-breeding season with s liquid D.D.T. insecticide, st

ga= roquest of the Education Authority, to prevent the con-
s;emination of food by flles..

4 number of small stagnant pools on land sdjoining s
rocontly developed Councll housing estate werse found during
June to be infested with mosquito larvse. They wero succoss-
fully treasted wlth a larvicide, and kept under observation
d ng the romelnder of tho breoding season.

o

Inspection of Meat ard Other Foods
(a) Meat

The slsughterhouse in VWest Rosd, Relgate, controlled by

Ministry of Food, continued to be used for the routine

ly slaughtoer of cslves, sheep and plgs and the emergency

ghter of other food snimsls. Inspection of the dressed

a868 asnd organs is made s3 a matter of routine on seversl

ingas during the woel, and often during the weeke=end. The

ises were licoensed ss a slaughterhouse in 1930, snd were

ended teo deal with en aversge of about 9 animsls & week;

sverage numbor during 1950 was over 190, so thst it can

ily be reslised thst there must be many ocessions during

yoar when tho eapacity of the slaughterhouso 1s quite

equate for the numbers to be dealt with, and that

itions must of necessity be very unsstlafactory and a

ce of nulsance to the many residents in the vicinity.

it appeared in July that these conditlons were likely

be intensified during the latter part of the year, the

nlstry of Food was asked immediately to 1limit the number

" animsla to be deslt with at the slaughterhouse to a flgure
ich would ensurc efficient working and a minimum of nuisance.

That over 10,000 animals were alsughtered here during 1950

i8 compared with the same number in 1945, when four slaughter-

=E‘nes ware in use, is sn indlestlon that the Ministry was
neble to meet the Council's request, owing to the sbnormally

arga number of animsls which had to be dealt with nationally
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MEAT INSFECTION

CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED

Cattle sheap Bulls

exclud-| Cows | Calves| and Pigs | (included
ing Lambs in cattle

cowWs column)

NUMBER KILLED 19 B4 3168 | 6325 523 8

_:."‘. UMBER INSPECTED 19 84 3168 | 6325 523 a8

DISEASES
S ORE

TUEERCULOSIS

Wholo carcasos 4 9 8 17 18
cond emnod

Carcasas of
which some part
-:'__-,_a organ was
condomnod 12 59 21 Bll 2085 5]

Percentage of
8 numbar
inspacted
affected with
|1 scasoe other
an tuber-
08is 84 .21 80 .98 915 13.09 42 .6 B2 .5

EﬁHH'ﬂULDEIE

N L8

hole carcascs
pond emnod - 10 11 - e

Carcasos of

.'| .ech some part
O Oorgan WAas
sond emned - 4 12 - 12

"ected with

fgaymmaia - |1s.88 | .709 - | 2.677

total weight of casrcases and offals condemned was
13 tons 17 cwts.

-33=-
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Most of the condemned food was utllised for the feoding
of animals; no edlible food was wested. In this comnection
there was the closest co-operstion with the Food Executive
Officer, the Divisional Food Sslvage Officer of the Ministry
of Food, and local members of the food distributive trades.

Food and Drugs Act, 1958 - Sectlons 13 & 14

Tho Reglater of food premises now includes the following:-

Grocers, etc. Sl e e . . e B2
Eutuhers, ate. .. e ais - - 41
Fruiterors and Graﬂngronara .o o T oh
Fishmongers and Fish-fryors ‘s - 23

Confoctioners (including €1 bakehouses) .. 03
Restaurants, Cafoes, etec. .. - - o o

Six-hundred-and-nine wvisits of inspection were made to
uud premises; this number does not include the masny wvisits
which have to be made st the roquest of traders to issue
condemnation certificates for unsound food.

The work which was commenced in 1949 of improving the
condition of bakehousoes snd othor food premises was continued
successfully in 1950.

b Thirty-five promises were registered 1in sccordance with
Saction 14 of the Food & Drugs Act, 1938, for the manufacturo
and sale of presorved food, etc. In two cagsaes the cccupiors
‘considered that the pramiaas could not be brought to the
roguisite standard, snd tho manufacturo {of saussgoes)
“qﬁarﬂingly coasod .

Thoe effect of Soction 14 on the manufacture, storago snd
‘g8ale of ico-croam has continued to bo of advantaga Manu-
ﬁbturﬂ locally is rostricted to two registered premises;

‘ona of the firms concerned trsnsferred its business to naw
"'Hmlﬂﬂﬂ, suitably oquipped with modern machinery, which wore
rogistered for the first time during 1950, formal sction boeing
_ﬁﬂkﬁn to cancel the rogistration of tho pramises formorly

sad . In 1950, certificatos of regiastration were granted to
u.tuilnrs in rospect of 25 promlses used for retall ssle only.
The totsl numbor of premises registered for this purposo was
the end of the year 75. The mea fority of these retailers
ﬁﬁll ico-cream packed by tho msnufacturers elther in cartons
or in grossoprool papor. Particular attention is pald by
yo Inspoctors to thoso comparatively fow promises whero
E-qaunraam iz sorved to customers from bulk supplies, oeither

in wafor biscults or cornets, to see that the moetsl sorvers,
€s, aArc kept in a clesn condition. In three instances,
oro applications had boon roecoived for the registration

P the purpose of the salo of lce-cream of a gresngrocor's
hop and two fishmonger's shopa, sction wss taken under Sub-
ction (3) of Soction 14, ss it was considered that such
anises should be rogsrded as unsultable for that purposa.

ha greongrocor in quostion did not appear before the Publle
‘Health Committoe to support his application, which was
refused, but the firm cccupying the Tish shops was successful
in parauading the Committee that the steps thoy woere propared
to take to prevent the contaminstion of the product would be
- s8atisfactory; thoy undertock to sell ice-cream only 1in
80aled waxod cartons as roceived from the manufacturer, and
%o instruct tholr staff to handle tho packets only with
Berving tongs. The Committeo later accopted informally
similar undortskings in two other casos - s fish shop and

& butchor's shop. Thero aro 18 catoring cestablishmonts
whoro ico-crosm is sold by rotail for consumption off tho
 promisos which are oxompt from the provisions of 3Section 14.
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| The Improvomont noted in previous years in the sale of

ico-croam in loeal street-trading vehicles has been maintsined.

‘Tho majority of these vehicles are now equipped with hot and

‘cold water, otec., for uaso of the vendor, and aroc so dosigned

a ;n zaduce the possibility of contamination of tho product
ust.

The importance of the improvament of standards of food
/giene was brought to the notico of thoe local Chamber of
mmerce, both bg & discussion betwoon the Council of the
amber and the Chioef Ssnitary Inspector, and the submission
' short articlos on the subjoet for publicstion in the
mbor!s quartorly journsl.

- A moblle snack bar used by its owner in one of the
ough's open spaces, much froquented by the public during
nds and holiday perlods, was, at tho instigstion of this

rtment, completely roconstructod snd modernised; an

-uvumnnt was also offected in the arrangements made for

disposal of wasta fram this vehiclo.

lsughtor of Animsls Act, 1933

Ronewals of annual liceonces wore grantod to 13 slaughtor-

i1k and Dairies Rogulations, 1949

- The above-named Rogulstions came into operation on lst
tobar, 1949, and superseded the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926,
equent upon the provisions of the Food & Drugs (Milk and
@s) Aet, 1944, and the Agriculture (Miscollsnoous

sions) Ent 1949 which transferreod the responsibility

ho administratian of the rogulations relating to dsairy

ms from locsl zuthorities to the Kinlstry of Agriculture
herios, leaving the suporvision of the distribution of

¢ with district councils.

~ The entrios in tho now Rogistors roquired to be kopt in
cordance with tho Rogulations aro summarised as follows:-
)] %rihutm?st

 (a) ¥ith dairiocs in tho Borough .. .. 4
(b} With dairios outside the Borough .. 7

{ec) With proemises in tho Borough
o (bottlod milk sold in general shops) .. 5

LY

-d.iﬂ’al ; L L] L L LR LI L] E‘

. Of the dsirioes, throo are occupiod by one firm - one

+ oaquipped with H.T.5.T. pestourising apparatus, automatic
ng and capping, and bobttlo-washling machines; one was
.pped with two smsll bstch pasteurisers, etc., for the
eurisstion snd bottling of tubsrculin-tested milk, but

g0 has now boon discontinued; the other is used as a

ld store and distributing depot. Two dalrles are used

or the handling and distribution of raw milk on s comparstively
11 scale; one dalry is used as s cold store and distribu-
g depot by a8 firm which hss its main psstourlsing promlses
Urnyﬂun.

Of the distributors, one has promises at Reading and
nveys milk deily to cortsin large institutions in this snd
ar county districts under contract; two have premises in
London ares, and sell s nﬂmparativaly small smount of
sttled storilised milk by wholesale to s fow locsl shop-
laopers; two are dairymoen in noighbouring districts and sell






a8 small gusnilly of milk on the outskirts of this Borough;
WO arae prodicev=-rotallors with farms in noeighbouring
districts; tho othor four occupy the dsiries described in
the precediy paragraph.

A datailcd report on the samples of milk which wore taken
in 19560 from tho afore-mentionod distributors, snd submitted

for bactariala"_ﬁal oxsmination, is given in the roport of the
|=.1¢a1 Officar of Health.

Food and Drugs sec, 1958 - 11
(D 0. Hoir Eeq., K.50., FTE‘Igg., Fublic 4nslyst)

- Dotalls of the samples taken snd submltted to the Public
inslyst during 1950 sre glven in the Table on page 39.

5 3£ tho 4 srmples roported on unfavoursbly by the Publle

| Three were of milk which was slightly deficient in fat.
ctlon was tmkon, other than drawing the wondor's sttention
@ deficioncy, as on investigation it was found that tho
was natosally of poor guality;

One was & sample of spirit of sal volatile, tskon inform-
L1y, and reported on as boing 75 poer cont deficlont in ammonia
1 having sn oxcoesz of smmonlum carbonate to the extent of
gan.naﬂt. Tho quslity of the articlo was found to boe duo

otorioration during long storsge. lNo action was taken,
at the timo of invostigation no stock romailned in tho
orl's posscascion. ,

ctorios Ach, 1937

The Table o page 40 shows in dotail the various trades
ho Boroogh that come within tho scopo of the jAct. During
year, 37 Inzpoctions wore made; 1in 12 cases defocts were
ovorod, 11 of which woro ramediod in 1850.

" Ro-exeninitlon of four fasctorles was made in accordance
:h Sectic: T4, rolsting to moans of oscape in case of fire.
‘all gasos c-rialin alterstions or changes had occurred

.ech affocted tho conditions in rogard to escape in case of
The occuplers sgrood to msko smondments suggested to
3 authority was, thereforo, given for thoe issue of

anded cortificatas.

Pive factorics wero examinod for the first time for this
rpose and cortif'icates were issued accordingly. Thoeso

nations sro slwsys made in company with a Fire Prevention
fiecor of the Ccuniy Firo Brigado, whose sdvico in assoassing
firo risi !n a particulsr factory and the adequacy of tho
ans of eccepy 2a of considorable value. This co-operation
found to be of advaniage to both suthorities and is -
norally wolsimed by fsetory managomonts.

lalnﬁﬂ

" The followirg is a summary of tho complaints recoived
ng tho yes»:=

Inganitar»y condition of promlses .o . e 124

_ ‘HWHG d“’ﬂi'ﬂ‘.ﬂﬁﬂ " . ] .. " 13
*ihnhmamu?a* of houso rﬁfuﬂu FeiR i i B

’R«Ht! ar mice . . ) a8 B ) -E??E

. 8molls omanating from sowors and stroot gullias -
i Iﬂ.ﬂlﬂ-ﬁt Pﬂﬂtﬂ B L L - % L - " " ow ﬁ
g FE'BPE‘ IIﬂ'ftB o L [ L ] LY L EE
m&nmﬂ T'ood '[Eﬂld} - - e ea - . - 1
Cosspoolis ovorfloring . PP .o . 2
Dafectlve dustbin i " vea Wie P 16
Kitchen=-wagto stroct-bins .. P . .o 1
Eﬂ&ﬁlng [#15f ﬂn:’-.mﬂla, ake. s e e . e g
liiscallenaons ] ) e wE - . 52
vﬂmtﬂ LN -} L] [ ] L 3 ¥ ® 8 4
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'%absilssuad cnd Actlion Taken

The followlng Teble is a ststomont of the noticoes doalt
during tho yoar:-

nliminary -

. Outstanding on lst Jsnuary, 1950 i .o 139
mIauund dur yoar .e . . .. =98
- Compliod with during yoar e - 3532
. Btatutory action nocossar SR e s . 3
Qutstanding on 31lst Decombor, 1950 .. . log

utory - -
I‘tapdlng on lat'. Januar:.r, 1950 Bia . 16
! ﬁ'd du:l L L L L . & 3
! 11@& “1th ® e - ow 19
standing on 3lnt Dacﬂmbar, 1650 .. . -

 Statutory Notices sorwved during the yoar wore

i

las followsi=-

Hﬁ&lth.ﬁﬁt, 1936 - Sgectlon 75 .. i 1
Heoalth Act, 1936 - Section 92 .. 5 2

:ﬂghatad, Dofoets Romedled, ote.

following is a summary of the work carried out during
 both voluntarily and in consequenco of tho service of
n respect of dwolling-houses, food and othar shops,
s, factorlos, hotels snd public-houses, offices and
388 premisos, cowsheds, dairios, ote.

iﬂﬂﬂ or tosted (primary inﬂpactiﬂns omly] 47 135
Grﬁin hiﬂ LR - & L L LI L 131?-
ins closred .s Suds e ‘s 27
opting or inapection chambers nnnstruetaﬁ £ T
d yvont pipos fixed .. - - - S . 22
vont pipes renowod - 1. o v . 1

ibilation improved alal ke . . 5
4 1nﬂtalluﬁ L - . LI & LI L] 43
tus ronowed or repaired .. o - e 18

ng cistorns dltto . .o 4
Eﬂ W.{.'s provided with fluahing apparatuﬂ . 2

ovided or enlsrgoed .. .o . .s .s 2
abolished e 19
180 drains aonnoctaﬂ to public aewer "o 22

bﬂﬂinﬂ inﬂtﬁllﬁﬂ L .. L] - w - EEI‘
ain& renaewod e s Wi e il
od or repaired or 1natallad . .e .e 10
trappod or repsired oo .e 1g
dishings repsired or gully instﬁllﬂd .o 20
8 sbollshaed . w . " - n e "a 15

onstructed or repaired o o - -4 2

e - & ' L - & LI :L

dustbins provided o e s i 17
ofa ropalired oo .o .o .s a0
ars and stack pipﬂa rapaired s "4 . b1
paeved or ropaired als saded as . 15
remedied ais i FiE e i s 49
' courses provided .n .s g8

or othoerwise wnahharpraofing ﬂf hrickwork

_ {housos) 54
.on and light of rooms improved .. s 25
on and light of V' .C. chamboers 1mprﬂvad . 13
ly pipes repsired or 1lnstalled .. e S 33
.?ﬂntilﬂtiﬂn iﬂprﬂ?ﬂd . n . .. .. . 4
paintwork of housos renowod e . wiw | b B
 paintwork of rooms ronowed . .o .e 17
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b .uhambﬁrz cleansed . e itk e A e 1
ars cleansed . ae wis ! i ok siu 4
ra repaired or renewed . S iy s b
stering of walls and aailings rapairaﬁ es s 27
! frames or ssshcords repalred E e o 162
rapaired or renowad i o 2 - . 76
cases repaired we » i W e oot 12
places renowed or roepaired . als ada e 35
ronewed or ropalred . ik 4

g accommodation provided and b&ths installad B
ﬂvaﬂ F’ﬁ?idad LI LI ] L - - 5

' recaptacles roenewed or rﬂpaired 55 . . -
tions romoved sa - . L . 8

8 or poultry improperly kﬂpﬁ i o s i 5

- Hﬂnﬂﬁﬂ ﬂbatﬁﬁ LI LS L " = = & W Eﬂ

na hundred snd seventeen premises were wvisited on the
on of bullders for certificatos to enable thom to
nber for floor and other repsirs. Eighty-four

tes, invelving 117 premises, were issued for trans-
n to tho Ministry of Supply (Timber Control). The
lcatos stated that the repairs wore necessary in the

of public heslth, snd that the smount of timber for
licstlon was made was the minimum required for the
pocified. Ag the defects to be romoediad wera, in
8, csused by dry rot the work was, whenever possible,
out under close supervision so thsat proper remedisl
8 eould be put in hand for removing infected matorial
nting the new timber from bocaming infocted.

applications for licencoes, sach for an amount ovor
@ forwarded to the Regional Llcensing Officer with
ndation thst they be granted,to s total value of £2,76.

juent upon certsin relsxstions in the control of
opalr work msde by the Minlster of Works in 1948,
of licences issued in this Department involving
and maintorance of dwolling-houses amounted only
n 1950; those licences inveolved 25 proemises and an
cost of £4,715.

on of Demsgoe by Posts Act, 1949

results of tho yosr's work under this hoading aro

n the tabulsted ststoment given below. Thoese statistics
'_ravinnd in order to coineido with the informstion
glven quartorly to tho Ministry of Agriculturo &

, Infoestation Branch.

Rats Mico
¢ of complsints rocaoived from mombors
Public during 1950 . w . . 249 23
complaints from members of the
investigated during 1950 .. . 250 23
above promlses found not to be
E . o 43 !
h¥¥ of promisocs rnund tﬂ ba infastﬁd as
‘result of indopendont investigation 36 3
ser of Infostod Promises troatod snd
ueccessfully cleared during 1950 oo 242 28
mmbor of Infoested Promisos which raquirﬁd
I"ﬂ"trﬁatﬂlﬁn‘h O L - = =
iber of Infostod Promisos undar or awaiting
treatment st the ond of the yosr .. 30 3
iber of Complaints swaiting inrastigﬂtiﬁn
at tho ond of the year .. .o .o 25 2
imatod Totsl Kill hy Folson [Hiniatrg
Formuls ) . S

or of rats killed by nther ﬂaans
Adogs, traps, ate.) e . . i o7

o
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