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Borough of Neading.

URBAN SANITARY AUTHORITY.

Twenty-first Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health,
FOR THE YEAR 1898,

Pursuant to the Regulations of the Local Government Board.

Town Hall, Reading,
To the Reading Urban Sanitary Authority, 27th January, 1894,
Gentlemen,

The health of Beading during the past year has been good, notwithstanding that
we were threatened with outbreaks of several infectious diseases to a much greater
extent than has been the case for several years past, and the almost unprecedented
heat and drought we experienced for some months which was hazardous to the
health of the young, and especially of the infant population.

YiTaL STATISTICS.

Now that the complete Report on the Census of 1891 has been published, it will
probably be useful to put on record in my Annual Report for 1893 the age and sex-
distribution, and other particulars of interest concerning the population of Reading
revealed by the census,

The number of persons living in the Urban Banitary District of Reading, which is
conterminous with the County Borough and the Registration Distriet, on the 6th
April, 1891, was 60,054, and consisted of 29,315 males and 30,739 females ; of whom
86,760 were unmarried, 18,2063 males and 18,497 females; 20,404 were married,
10,188 males and 10,221 females ; and 2,800 were widowed, 869 males and 2,021

~females.

_  There were 1,049 females to 1,000 males, the proportion in the whole of England
%md Wal mkmg been 1,064 females to 1,000 males, and in the whole of Berkshire
- 1,084 females to 1,000 males.

i Thirty-ning persons were blind, five of them from childhood; 28 were deaf and
“dumb ; 85 were deaf, four from childhood ; and 60 were mentally deranged, 13 of

them from childhood,

L






3

The'. number and sex of the population at several groups of ages are given in the
following table :—

i | i
|l'lndm' Under| |
Aae. | L | 1— 8 | §— d— i b b= | 10— | 15— | B)— | 25 — | 30— | 35—
i year. | | VEAFE.
T = i 3 ! .
Malea R 1] BOG a6 TED B3R o | BOLE | 850T | 63 | 2078 0 2563 | 2840 | 2288 | 186G
Females B4 ] Tl TiB | T T4l | 3820 | 321 | SA94 | 2000 | 9705 | 2658 | 2925 | 1058
| [

Persons o | LLE U B i) 154?; 1597 | 1476 | 7742 | V108 | GGET | G072 | 0328 4007 | 4463 | 3R0D

| _ |
Acn. 40— | 45— | 50— | 55— | 60— 65— | J0— 7o 80— | 85— 90— uﬁ—;jlt:‘;::ﬂ_
|
Males .. .| 1656 | 1332 | 1058 | m| sha | 440 | s | 101 | 98| ;. & o 0
Females  ..| 1755 | 1888 | 1170 | &pa | 772 | 681 | 466 | 27| 136 4| 1| 1 0
— I I e—
Persors 1 3411 | 2730 | 2203 | 1675 | 1360 | 1021 ml 48| 230 66| 16| 1 0
| | |

The age and sex-constitution per 1,000 of the population of England and Wales,
and of Reading ave compared in the next table . —

|
At all | & | 15 ta 25 |95 ta 55 | B3 65 and
Kghs, 0tod | 5 to 16 | 15 to 26 |25 to 55 | &5 to 6O upwards.
B R %
1EIZ|HIIIII'1 ana |
Aga. Wales ., o = o 100 198 | 228 | 198 352 A7 47
Distribution | | !
|Reading .. .. .. ..| 1ooo 129 | #s1 | 188 154 51 42
|
|
I
[ I
Males .. S 1] 65 | 115 | a2 175 | 23 14
R’Elﬂiﬂu O | | |
[ Fomnles -f B1Z L 116 | 96 154 = K]
Hox- 2] | |
Dristribution | England and | Males .. - 81 | 1M pl 1648 26 21
l Wales ..{Famn]ea .| 615 62 | 1u o | 18p #1 i

Inasmuch as the death rate per 1,000 between § and 553 years of age is lower
than the death rate for all ages, an unusually large propertion of persons living at
those ages in any community would tend to eanse a low mortality, whila the death
rate would be raised by an excess over the usual number living under 5 years of age
or over 53, beeause the mortality wmt those periods of life is above the rate for
all ages,

Again, the death rate of females ab nearly all ages is lower than the death rate
of males ; so a larger proportion of females than usual in any district would also
tend to lower the death rate, quite independently of any local eondition of climate,
dwellings or occupation and habits of the people.
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It is therefore necessary to make eorrections for the age and sex-distribution of
the population of places before their death rates can be strietly compared.

The general or crude death rate, which gives the propertion of deaths from all
eauses to each 1,000 of the population, when applied to the same place from year to
year isa safe indication of any change for better or worsa in its health condition, beeause
the age and sex-constitution of populations are found to remain almost eonstant
when the prevailing industries and general class of the inhabitants have not changed.
But when used for eomparizson with other places it may entively lose its value as a
test of the relative healthiness of the places compared, because their age and sex-
distribution may be altogether different,

However, on referring to the table given above, it will be scen that the age and
sex-constitution of the Reading population are so nearly like those of the whele
country that no great fallacy would be invelved in the comparison of ita erude death
rate with the ecorrected death rate of any place in England and Wales. Thus, in
Reading there are § per 1,000 more children under 5 years of age than in tha whole
of the eountry, ﬁ\'c per 1,000 more people between & and 55, and 11 per 1,000 less
over 50 vears of age ; while there are 5 per 1,000 less fermales.

There were 11,465 inbabited houses, 894 uninhabited houses, and 151 building
when the census was taken,

The average number of persons in each house was 524,

The Census (England and Wales) Aect, 1890, enacted for the first time that
account should be taken of all tenements with less than five rooms, in addition to the
number of houses ; but it gave no distinet definition of the terms house, tenement,
or room, hence it is stated in the census report that there is good reason to believe
that the zame meaning was not invariably attached to them by those who were
locally engaged in the enumeration.

This is to be regretted, because the information derived in this way would be of
the utmost value if its accuracy could always be relied upon, and it is to be hoped
that the neeessary definitions will find a place in future Census Acts.

Tha raport goes on to say—* According to the instructions issued by us for the
guidance of the enumerator, all the space within the external and party walls of
bueilding was to be considered a separate house, by however many lamilies, living in
distinet tenements or apartments, it might be ocoupied. By a tenement was to be
understood any house or pari of a house sepavafely occupied either by the owner or by
a fenand: and a soparate schedule was (o be g]'m[l to the ocecupier of each sneh
tengment. It is plain to us, however, that these instructions were by no means
invariably observed, and it appesrs that the term ° tenement ° was especially the
eanse of much confusion. Some thought that house and tenement were equivalent
terms which might be used indifferently for each other, and we had instances in
which several hundreds of flats, instead of being returned only as separate tenements,
were refurned as separate houses. In other cases a flak or lodging, separataly
oceipied and therefore returnable as a tenement, was altogether ignored, and its
occupiers returned ag membera of the family of the landlord who lived in the rest of
the houge. There were even instances in which the enumerator appears to have
thonght that a tenement meant a room oceupied by members of different families in
common, and returned in consequence each separate room in a common lodging-
house as a separate tenement. Al such errovs when detected, wore corrected by us;
but, as such detection could enly be the result of chance, we cannot bub supposa that
many similar mis-statements have gone uncorrected.



5

As regards the term ‘room' we gave no instructions. Bueh wounld have been
useless, as the instructions could only reach the enumerator; and it was not the
enumerator but the oceupier himsell who had to stakte on his sehedule whether his
tenement had' less than five rooms, and if so how many. The term ‘ room ' is very
elastig, and ean be stretehed, by those who please, te cover a landing, a lobby, &
eloset, or any other more or less distinet space within a dwelling. When it is borne
in mind that overcrowding is a legal offence, it is in the highest degree probable that
A man with a large family erowded into a small tenement, will in his scheduole have
given at any rate the widest possible interpretation to the word *room.) It is
possible that this want of precision in the use of the term may account for some of
the extraordinary differences in regard to honse accommodation which will presently
be shown to exist between differcnt connties and different towns. We can, however,
only deal with the figures as they stand.”

Without, thercfore, placing too implicit reliance upon the accuracy of the fizures
relating to tenement-dwellings, we ean, I think, derive some useful information from
a broad consideration of them,

Thus, then, while the inhabited howses numbered 11,465, there wera 11,949
inhabited fenentents.

The number of benements with less than five rooms was 2,255 or 18-87 per cent.
of the total number of tenemonts, and they were occupied by B,740 persons dis-
tributed as follows :—

Kumlmrul! NUMEBER OF OCOUPANTS OF TENEMENTS.
Tooms Iy |Troonsents e ———

Tenement.| ¥ithhom | o | g | g |y 12 1o |7 |8 |0 |20]12]220r
Mesoap., [ morea,

1. 120 170087 24| 7|...]...] 1 B

I8
a. 397 (T4 149 | TB (45024 |15)] B8 4 At
3. | 499 |81 h12|98 02|55 44|22 17|20 6!

2
| 1 4 i
4. | 1230 |32 [186 230 (219 213 153 93882 | 7| 3| 4

This table shows that of the 2,255 tenements with less than five rooms, 129 were
tenements of one room, 397 of twoe rooms, &e.; and of the 129 tenements of one
room T0 had one oceupant each, 37 two uccupm-;ts, 14 three oceupants, and so forth
for the remainder of the figures.

Two hundred and twenty-one persons, or (°37 per cent. of the population were
honsed in tensments of one room; 1,054, or 1°70 per cent., in tenements of two
rooms ; 1,938, or 326 per cent. in tenements of three rooms, and 5,507, or ®17 per
eent. in tenements of four rooms ; whilst 51,314, or 83-45 per cent., residad in houses
having five or more rooms.

The average number of oceupants per room was 1'71 in single-roomed tenements,
133 in two-roomed tenements, 1'31 in three-roomed tenements, and 1-12 in four-
roomed tenements,

In endeavouring to form some kind of estimate of overcrowding that really
exists in such tenements the Census Report says :—

“ Wpa must first, however, define what we are to take as a standard of over-
crowding. It is plain that the number of rooms and cecupants is not in itself
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Although crude death rates may not be useful for comparison with these of other
places until they have been correeted for age and sex-distribution, it is otherwise with
death rates stated at various groups of ages per 1,000 living at those ages, which are
strictly comparable with gimilar rates in all places; so I give these rates for males,
females, and persons ab all ages, and at six age-groups below ;—

AGES.

’
U—‘ Bl | sl an S = [ 50 A

Allages. e
|

Deaths to 1,000 living at each Age-Group.

Males .. .| 1655 | 4789 | 263 | 893 | oes | a4z | 7eus
Fomales... ... | 1418 | 8794 | 817 | 497 | 890 | 2754 | 6477
|
|

Persons ... .. 1485 42-73 bt 4:14 827 8087 TO-8T

The mortality under one year of age is best stated in proportion to every 1,000

births registered (instead of each 1,000 living at that age), becanse the enumeration
————af infants under one al censuses cannot Le relied UPon 08 aceurate, TN NUINDET Lelng

understated owing to inaccurate returns, many in their first year being given as one
year old.

Dr. Farr has attributed this deficiency to eonfusion between the current year of
age and the completed years of life, and not to actual omissions.

The deaths of children under one year of age during the year wumbered 222, and
were 1198 per 1,000 of vegistered births. This represents the ** infantile mortality.”

The number of deaths of infants under one year of age from certain groups of
diseases, and the proportions of them to 1,000 births and 1,000 deaths from all canses

ander one, are set forth below :—

| Deaths per 1,000

Deaths 1,000 |
(Infants under One Year). | Total Deaths. of B]':rct..l;m. ﬁfl{i?‘tann:)%a;ﬂ:
Topls |
TS T |
1. Wasting Diseases o 68 36-2 3063
2. (Convulsive Diseases ...| ] 189 1677
3. Diarrhoeal Disenses .. 46 248 2077
4. Pulmonary Diseases ... 30 16:2 134-1

1. Includes marasmus, atrophy, debility, asthenia, want of breast milk and
premature birth. :

9. Tneludes hydrocephalus, infantile meningitis, eonvulsions, and teething.

4. Includes diarrhoea, gastro-enteritis, intestinal eatarrh, &e.

4. Includes bronehitis, pnenmonia, and pleurisy.
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The corrected deaths included 1 from searlatina, 32 from measles, T from ﬂipht-h&riu.
8 from whooping eough, 6 from typhus fever, 7 from enteric or typhoid fever, 2 from
continued fever, and 39 from diarrhoa, so 102 deaths were due to the principal
zymotie disenses. This was at the rate of 1-62 per 1,000 of the population, and was
020 below the average of the ten vears preceding.
The next table, relating to 1893 and the nineteen years preceding, enumerates the

Dieatas Froa THE Priscipal dyMoric DIseases.

| | | | | | | I ; I
Trar 1874 V8756|1576 1877 IHTEIHT‘JZHUCJIHF-I 1'&82'13&3 Lasd) 1583 Iﬂﬂﬂilﬁﬂ‘i"llﬂﬂlﬁﬂﬂ 1SN 1H'-“|1392
Sivepy| |IEORE RO | A R R [ [l B B ] 1 | R || R
Bmall Fox.. g o 0! o) Lj 0| 1| | @af o) 1 DO -IJI ﬂ,l ) 06| 0| OF O 0
g |
Monslos M| 010! 9] )33 12) 2 | 0|2 | 7|58| 1|62| 8| T|18|| 29 88 | 52
|
Hearlot Fever . 2| s | o564 |18| 9|31 | 2 |10] 2| 2 [ 19 $10B | 8] @ 2qaF] L
Diphtheris & 0| % | #| 1) &) 5| 1| B|26]| %) ® 3| 4] B 6| Bj12| T
] | |
Whooping Congh {1yl 26 |10 | 7|62 |18 |28 | 48080 | &) 321D I 11| 6 30|14 |30(13| &
| | | |
Typhus 1 1l aolal ol o] ofofl of o] afa | of 0, o] ofj & 0| &
Favern n:lfn.[ | | |
eontinued | Enteric T 12111 9| 24 T ] T k] T [ 11 T 2 85 4 | T
character. l [ [
Donbifall & 7 1 | G| o 5] 2 2| 0] Oy 8| X L 2| of @f af 0] 0| 2
; -l
Dincthooa aed DY-1§ 95 | g6 {19 /18 123/ 23 o0 1317l los /lanlaalon 276 l'onlanlm
senioery v’} ] i ! X l I 1 -
'1‘-:H»u.|I Deaths from | | | - ! |
the above prin- : - !
oipal  Fymotie/ 80 | B4 | 88 115 (141 | &4 (144 | 85 (199 | 95 | 68 (126 | 71 (182 | &7 75 | 92 | 80 [151 (102
Disenses .. .. |
== I Pl ! B LT S| (S S| ol | BBl (s | | e B
Death rate per 1,000 | MI 5| 24| B0 Mi -.:-1i @5 08| 30| 28| 14| 28| 15| 28| 10 13| 16 1'6f 21| 16
The next table records the mortality from consumption, pulmenary diseases, heark
disenses, and cancerous disenses, for severn] years past :—
Desrn Bates reER 1,000 Persoxs Lavike.
] | Tl N PR J mJ 10 years'
DISEASE. [I8T4/1575 1876 1577 1678 1579 1850 1851 18521865 1884 1885/1556/1 887 15681859 1800 1501 1502 JYEEnEe fygq
| ! ' ' | 1802,
DY ]| | ! ' |
| || i I |
Phithisis 23 2992|2021 |28 |16 16| 20|16 141515 l-mll-aa 128 HH|HI 127 161 |1:23]
|
Bronchitis 'l [
| (B | | |
Pnowmenia .. || 30|27 (28 |25 8183 37 23|80 26 32|46 (86 200 510 260|260 506512 m12 |20
| = |
Plenrisy = | | | |
; [ | [l | {
Diggases o hel| 14 14|16 |24 17|14 | 16| 14 | 12] 12| 12|18 |11 | 12 095|0ss| 1 ssl1uslove] 116 [2-
I [ | I [ |
Cancer . l Vi i ' nm1 036 0-63| 0-83{ 0-78) 0-65| 0:68) 072 |05
1 | | | | |

* Average of seven years ounly.
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In the subjoined table the deaths due to cancerous diseases in the borough, during
the vear, are classified aceording to age, sex, and loeality :—

AGE 95.35 | 3545 | 45.55 | 5565 | 6575 | 75.85 | Totals.
SEK .| M. T.|l-l. F. | M. F. | M. F. | M., F. | M. F. | M. F.

.
St. Mary... 0 a1 01 1l 411 210 !}I LT,
1893 {St. Lawrence...| 0 0 0 0|0 alo 0|0 0|0 0|0 0
(ge qiles... ..Jo of1 2/1 3(5 5|+ o|1 2lnm
Total o o[z 22 8|6 95 3|1 3 i_m_nfs_

&

The death rate fromn consumptlion was 1:23 per 1,000 of the inhabitants, being 0-28
per 1,000 below the ten years' average of 1-51.
Pulmonary diseases, other than phthisis, proved fatal to 2:16 out of every 1,000 of
the pnpulnt.‘iun, a mortality which was 0-96 balow the average of the ten years pra-
ceding, which was 3-12.
Diseases of the heart caused the death of 1-08 per 1,000, and fell short of the
average of 1-14 by 0-06.
Caneerous diseases were the cause of 054 death per 1,000 ; this was 0-18 below
the average of 0-T2.

The annexed table seis forth the statisties for the twenty years sinee 1874, inclusive.

s (338 (Bain sl B2 |5 | 8|3 g e s &

- 5% Egg:—:gg;g 2|58 | |EHE =g |28 égg% 55

ol P led = |2 2| (S| EIET |53 EE B2

= 2 ] E.!E‘E_EI <2 [ l aj:mﬁ";éy

| {
160 | 62,838 | 1,808 o72 |47 | oam :sz* 346 | 587 115 | 62 | 205 | 148 16, 120 | 12416
1892 | 61,082 | 1,888 1142 | 48 1107 m:-: 401 | 06 108 | 63| 208 {1798 |21 | 141 | 12,040
1891 | 60,857 1,956 | 1,004 | 47 (1,066 | 274 | 888 | 668 |98 |60 824 | 176 | 15| 140 | 11,855
1600 | 50,124 I,Tﬂﬂ‘ T | 50 Gl ".?'.Hi 18 582 | M | G0 Q‘S-'Hi 152 | 16 182 | 11468
1880 | 57,006 | 1,885 | 863 | 83 | fse5 | 217 | 551 | 474 |63 |63 | 526 | 142 (18] 115 | 10907
1888 |*56,718 | 1,888 | 878 |32 | 841 zzul 816 | 595 | 74 |58 | 824 | 148 |10] 120 | 0,90
1887 | 47,877 LG8 | 865 |39 | 826 | 186 | ges | 537 |77 |57 | 886 | 174 |28| 15| euss
1888 | 46496 1,567 845 |80 | €15 | 26| 817 | m[m 54 337 | 175 |15| 138 | 8765
1885 | 45,091 1521 | 683 | 52| 850 | 204 | ago | 513 | 74 | 52 33-3: 186 |28 134 | 8305
1684 | 44782 1596 | 824 [ma| 7o | 191 297 | s47 |70 67| Ba3 | 176 [14] 124 | sam
sosa | 43050 | 1015 | 740 oo | 707! 164| o3| aos|ss |50 ses | 101 [22] 18| 7m0
1880 | 43132 | 1404 | 806 | 31 ml 201 | 313 | 434 Eﬁﬂ- 46 | 46| 179 |30 188 7.654
1881 | 42,85 1,500 635 | = 699 | 161 | 208 | 417 |58 | 59 864 | 142 |0B| 101 | 7176
1680 | 41282 1578 | ss2 lev| s | 264 | 408 | aaa 57|50 ss2| 19 |35| w8 | 6712
1870 | 40,161 IL{IB 99 .E.E Tl 152 2] 5ls ': 53 lﬁﬂ 300 192 | 21 ]2‘}' E.ﬂTE
1878 E‘B.I.Iail,d.ﬁs 989 (41| B48 | 246 | so7 | s22 |78 79 sve| 217 36| 169 | 5238
1877 | BR102 | 1484 | 074 |25 | 040 | 170 | 00 | 284 ) 40 |54 | BTG | 170 | B0| 125 3,860
ware | sraas | vovo| 708 (s | eeo| 185 | 20| 433 |61 48| 3s9| 180 |24 135 | 2,008
1875 | ss.us‘:.&m 693 | 88 | 060 | mr-; a5t | 447 !.sn 57 | ara | 183 |28| 122 H‘.l,:.";';‘:li”
1874 I 85,210 | 1,330 | T00 | 50 | 66l IEBI 268 | 487 sul-:n; 7.0 | 188 | 28| 128 | None.
* Extended borougl.

1 Since 1850 an addition has been made of any deaths in Moulsford Lunatic Asylum of persons
who had been admittod from sny part now comprised in the borough,

§ The corrected numbers have been given from 1657,
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InvFECcTIOUS IMSEASES.

The cases of infections diseases which came to my knowledge during the year are

elasgified below,
: i . FEVERS. | -
T e
; it
andor & | _ - 3 2% ; =
LacariTy. =5 |8 KB ! T -8 | e
s |B|E|5[E° B 21§ 5 (5|2
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B |
r! Under 5. 0 Eﬂl 1 2 ea |
%% | (u) Bk Giles .. e | i-m&
'E"_!j (| 6 upwards. | 18 [110 | 10 11 b .
=10 |
x (| Onders. |..|..| 1] .
é = Rayal Berkshire Hospital .. | u
sm |i Gupwards. | .. | B| 8 G| 3 s
4 |
w {| Under & .
Isolation Hospitals .. . 1 3
| & npwards. 1 T
! . *
1| Under &, vv | B8 SI.. a1, i
Totals .. - . | | | 469
|| 5 upwards. | 35 178 | 18 18 | 20 | .. a

{u) Bignifies that the Isclation Hospitals nro sitaated in this parigh.

* Membranous cronp, continued fever and ervaipelas are not reqoired (o be notified

by the Reading Corporation Act, 1881,

t The ageof all persone ill with measlea bas not beon recorded.

One death from typhus fever was aseribed to nephritis and one to neasles, whilsh
one case which was at first considered to have been typhoid fever afterwards proved
to be typhus fever. These eorrections are embodied in the figures in this table whieh
therefore does not exactly tally with the table of notifications.

The number of these eases removed from their homes for treatment in the Tsolation

Hoapital is recorded in the next table.
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_ Notification of Infectious Discases has now been in force in your district for

mpanying table gives the total and average annual notifications and deaths,
and the cost of notification for the ten yenrs 15852 to 1891, and also similar particulars
for 1892 and 1593.

Totals for 10 10 ¥ears®
INsEizE. Yoars. ATVETREN. 1852, 1804,
1882 to 1801, 1882 to LBO1. A
Reptd. . Died. | Heptd. | Died. | Reped, | Diod. | Reptd. | Died.
EMBLEOT: 0 cer i ws ¢ e ons 18 1] o1 01 0t So a5 0
Bearlot Fover .. .. .. .. ..| 148 62 | 1648 | 62 | 413 | 22 | em 1
| |
Diphtherin and doubtful eases of Croop.. T3l (1) 251 iG] : a3 12 18 7
Measles. . « | T2l 251 T28-1 251 | 1055 36 | 470 | 33
Enteric and doubtfal cazes of Fover i 213 TG 213 76 17 o | i E ] | L]
Typhus Faver.. .. .. .. .. o'l o 0 ol s 0 4 ‘ B
| |
Puerperal Fover e A e - 45 29 45 29 T 7 & | [
| : = |
1P L SR o | D436 | dmB | 4B6 488 \ 1581 | & 776 ‘ iy
P : e
Amount of fors paid to medical prae-) |
titioners for certifiontes given mi- 411 14 O Edl 8 5 | £78 2 0 £386 17 0
sonformity with the Act l

iy

1 Twao ol thess sthich were treated in the Royal Berkahire Hoapital were admitted from other

districts,

2 One of these was & case of typhus fever,

4 Threa of these which osconrred in the Roynal Berkshire Hoapital did not bolong to the distrios.

4 There were two othor cases of typhus fever.

Typnus Fever, after an absence of very many years, appeared in January.

The first intimation of its securrcnee which I received was eontained in a letber
frorn the house surgeon of the Royal Berkshire Hospital, dated Janvary 27th,
in which he stated that during the previous week he bad admitted into the hospital
four male patients, one having died on the 25th, all of whom had presented symptoms
which led the physician in charge of them to have them isolated, the symptoms having
been most like those of typhus fever, and that he preferved to bring them to my
notice privately before cectifying them as such, T at once saw the surviviag patients
with some of the medical stalf of the hospital, when it was agreed Ly all that they
were cases of typhns fever, aud subsequent events proved that was a correct opinion.

The fatal case had been certified as having been due to nephritis, but typhus fever
was afterwards acknowledged to have been the eause of death.

I reported the oceurrence to the Banitary Committee at o meeting held on
February 1st, and recommended that the small pox hospital and the little scarlet
fever hospital should for the time being be appropriated for the reception of cases
of typhus fever ; and as small pox was spreading through the ecountry, and it was
essential that you should be prepared to isolate any case of that disease at any
moment, I recommended that the cottage at Rose Kiln should forthwith be put into
as habitable a condition as possible, and that it should be beld in readiness for the
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reception of any persons who might suffer from small pox, so far as there was the
necessary accommaodation within it.

The Committes had these recommendations earried out, and on February 2nd, a
man living in Weldale Btreet was admitted into the small pox hospital suffering
from typhus fever. Nearly all the other eases had ocourred in or near the neighbour-
hood of Coley, and I conld vot understand how the disease conld have been taken
into quite another part of the borough until after the man's recovery he stated that
he bad been a patient in Sidmouth ward in the Royal Berkshire Hospital, in which
& doubtful ease of illness was being treated ; but there can be no doubt that it was
typhus fever, especially as a ward maid who was employed in the same ward fell i1l
with that disease and was admitted inte vour hogpital on the 14th.

The disease firat appeared in Coley, and was principally confined to that part, but
I could not find out how the infection was introduced. T think it probable, however, .
that seme person earrving infeetion must have passed throogh that part ; and may
possibly have eaused the outhreak by entering a public house in Coley Fassage, in
which one of the earlier fatal cases happened. T ascertained from the weekly returns
of notifications of infections disoases, which I receive from the Loeal Government
Board, that cases of typhuos fever had been occenrring in Caxdiff for some weoks
previously, and as that was the nearest place in whieh there was any record of the
disease I think it quite probable that some infected tramp may have passed through
Reading from that town.

That it was not due to any internal condition of the affected houses appeared
probable from the faet that in the esrlier part of the outbreak it was not the women
and ehildren, but the adult male members of tha families who sufered.

Altogether there were 18 undoubted cases of the diseass in 10 houses, with six
deathis. One was contracted in the workhouse, ene in the Royal Berkshire Hospital,
in addition to the man who had been an in-patient and was found to be ill in Weldale
Btrect, and one in your isclation hospital.

Az prﬁ'l.‘iﬂu-_-;l}' stated, one of the deaths was at first attributed to nephritia, and
another was stated to have been due to measles and encephalitis, but there was ne
doubt allerwasds that these were both due to typlas fever.

Five eases wore treated in the Royal Berkshive Hospital, two in the workhouse,
and nine in your isolation hospitals. One of the latter remained at home during the
earlier part of her iliness until the true nature of her complaint was recognised ; she
wis then suffering from a bad bed sore and underwent a tedions convalezcence in the
isolation hospital.

Two fatel cases were treated at their own homes ; one because it was considered
to bave been a case of measles, and the other becanse the patient was too ill to bear
removal when he was found to be sulfering from typlias fever.

The last ease was that of a nurse who took the disease while she was employed in
the isolation hospital ; she had a very severe attack, but recovered.

It is very probable that the father and another son of the family residing at 52,
Brook Street West, were among the eavlier sufferers from the fever, but their ill-
nesses were not recognised as such at the time,

The inmates of the infeeted houses were removed into the house of temporary
shelter whilst their houses were thoronghly disinfected throughout, but in ene
instance this could not be done owing to the state of the health of the ceeupier s wife,
pod in that ease each room in the house was disinfected, one after the other, as
thoroughly as possible. All the infected bedding, clothes, &ec., were disinfected in
Mr. Street's steam disinfecting apparatus.

The following table snumerates all the cases :—
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The two hospitals bad become full of patients and vurses, so I recommended that
gome temparary provision for further isolation should be made in case of need, and a
eorrugated iron and wooden strueture for four patients and one nurse was erected on
the site of the other hospitals in Bridge Street.

This was not required for typhus fever patients, but it proved of great service later
on in tha year.

Small Pox showed a marked tendency to increase, and was carried far and wide
through the country, largely by the wanderings of trampe ; so, as there had not boen
any in Reading for a long time and I thought it was therefore pm'hﬂ-b]& that pnupla
had beeome eareless aboub re-vaccination, T suggested, on February 6th, that you
ghould nsk the Guardians of the Poor of the Reading Union to at onee take such
steps as they might deem advisable for the purpose of encouraging the practice of
re-vaceination, and impressing upon the population the urgent necessity there was
for that and primary wvaceination to be generally resorted to. You brought this
matter to their notice, and t.he}' at once issned handbills drawing the attention of
the public ko it, and afforded every facility for gratuitous vaccinakion,

After a complete immunity from the disease of five years’ duration it was brought
into Reading by a young woman who came with her husband to a common lodging
bouse at 15, Silver Street on March 4th, and was found to be ill with small pox when
attending amongat the out-patients at the I{u}'n.i Berkshire Hospital on the Gth.

Bhe could not be removed into the small pox hospital becanse that was occnpied
by typhus fever patients, so she had to be taken to the Rose Kiln cottage which had
recently been puat into a habitable state bmt was unfurnished ; however, it was at
once got ready and she was put into it that evening.

One of the nurses at the isolation hospital went there, and the patient's husband
was retained as a caretaker, as the cottage is in a lonely situation.

A girl living in another Louse in Silver Btreet which is resorted to by low class
lodgers was found te be ill with small pox, and was mowed to the cottage on
March 15th.

Both of these patients had a very modified form of the disease, sz they had basn
vaecinated in infancy ; but they hiad never been re-vaeccinated. The first was dis-
charged on March 28th, the second on April 1st,

The persons living in the infected houses, and a man who was in the habit of
vigiting at one of them, were re-vaccinated by the public vaccinator, and the rooms
and bedding which hoad been used by the pationts were disinfected as soon as they
had been removed.

These measures wore effoctnal in preventing any further spread of the diseasa.

There was no more small pox until 'ﬁ.‘[n_'l,' 8rd, when o tramp at the workbouge fell
ill with it, and a woman living in another common lodging-house at 19, Silver Strost,
was found te be suffering from it amongst the out-patients ab the Royal Berkshire
Hospital. She had a very severe atback of confluent small pox, but recovered.

On the same l:]a}' I found, at 15, Bilver Street, which is kept by the same person as
No. 19, a woman who was in an advanced stage of the disease and had evidently had
it for some days.

The tramp was removed to the isolation hospital at the workhouse, and the two
women were sent into Rose Kiln Cottage.

The next patient was a girl living in the eastern part of the borough. I could
not find out how she became infected ; she was not likely to have had anything to do
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with the Silver Street persons, unless she came across them in conneetion with the
‘¢ Balvation Avmy," to which she and her mother belonged. She was removed into
the new hut in Bridge Street, as she could not be put into the wooden small pox
hospital which had not been disinfected after its occupation by the typhus fever
patients,

On the 13th a boy lodging at 15, Silver Street, was admitted into Rose Kiln
Cottage., He had been re-vaccinated on the 3rd, but it was too late to affect the
course of the diseass, as he had become infected several days previously and passed
through a very severe attack.

Another boy who had been lodging at 15, Silver Street, but had removed to hia
parents’ house in a court off Oxford Road, was admitted into the isolation hospital
on the 20th suffering from an attack of very modified small pox.

The disease spread to various parts of the town, and during this second outbreak
there were 22 cases in 17 houses.

In June I was asked by the medical attendant to see a man who was awaiting trial
in the gaol. We came to the conclusion that he had recently suffered from am
attack of modified small pox. His wife and sister were then in the isolation
hospital, and I obtained further evidence that he had the disease while he had been
following his cecupation. The cells and bedding in the gaol which be had used, and
all the cells and bedding at the police station were thoroughly disinfected.

The last two patients were discharged ab the end of July.

On May 19th Ireported that only six more cases of small pox could be isolated, and
as it would in all probability spread further, I suggested that the provision of
additional isolation accommodation should be consideved, when it was resolved that
the surveyor and I should immediately proceed to enlarge the recently-erected cor-
rugated iron hut in Bridge Street for four additional beds.

Small pox was introduced into the town & third time in Scptember, when a girl
living in & house in Kennet Side was removed to the hospital on the 1lth of that
month. She had become infected at Crediton, where she and her mother had been
staying in a house in which the disease broke out. She had never been vaccinated and
passed through a severe attack from which she recovered. The other inmates of the
Eonnet Side house were re-vaccinated ; and the oceurrence of other cascs was pre-
vented by these measures. She was discharged from the hospital about October 32nd.

Sinee that time there has been no small pox in the town.

The second outbreak was more extended than the other two because the woman
at 15, Silver Street, had had no medical attendant until T discovered her, when she
had been in an infectious eondition for some days, and consequently I did not receive
early notification of her illness.

I believe, too, there can be no doubt that the man I saw in the gaol had been
going about the town pursuing his cccupation while he was suffering from an attack
of the disease, which, if extremely mild, was nevertheless ecapable of giving it to
other persons, and I think it most probable that he was oot himself aware of the
nature of his illness, and that he would therefore not think of the risk of infection
to which he was exposing persons he came in contast with,

When we had become aware of the outbreak the means which were adopted for
stopping it were eventually successful.

Re-vaccination of persons in the infected houses was largely resorted to, and in
nearly all instances the people who were left in the houses after the removal of the
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patients went into the house of temporary shelter while their own houses and
bedding &e., were being theroughly disinfected.

The clothes of some patients who were destitute were destroyed and others were
provided for them at the public expense on their discharge from hospital, while the
elothes of all ether patients were thoroughly disinfected before they returmed to
their homes.

The following table gives particulars respecting all the cases :-—

| Kumber aml |
Na, Pa.li-unb.IE{':JAgn.: Whaere treated, AE:::::?&- ?M:im:inﬂnr}f:rkn. EE?_{ D?s:m:;n
1] E.B. | F. | 26 | Rose Kiln Cottage Mar, & l 2 good Diiscrete Mar. 28
2| F.8 21 | Rose Kiln Cottage Mar. 15 | 3 good Discrete April 1
8| C.J. | M.|[ 30 | Workhouse Hospital May 8 i 3 gmall Digcrete June 14
4| B.B. | F. | 46 | Roas Hiln Cottage May 5 2ordverysmall and | Confluent July 4
indistinet
5| E.P. | F. | 36 | Roso Kiln Cottage May 3|1 w;r_'r“]nl:ﬁc sear and | Discrote Moy 26
g| C.B. | F. | 20 | Bridge Street Hoapital | May 4 | Invisibla Discrete Juna 12
7| W.BE. | M.| 18 | Rose Eiln Cotlage May 12 |38 Bomi-confluent | July
BIB.E.B.| F. | 14 | Bridge Btreet Hoapital | May 15 | 4 large Diserets June 8
8 .'I'.H.C.I h![.; 20 | Bridge Street Hospital | BMay 16 | 2 large Dinarets June 16
10 ) J.A. | F. | 38 | Bridge Strect Hospital | May 18 | 3 small inferior Disoreta June 16
1| BB |17 Bridge Btreat Hospital | May 18 | 2large | Discrete Juna &
13| B.V F. | 23 | Bridge Btrect Hospital | May 18 | 2 good , Discreta June 1
13| B.D. | M.| 23 | Bridge Streat Hospital | May 18 | 3 Inrge, 1 small I Bami-confluent | Aaug. 2
14 | F.AML | M. 23 | Bridge Stroet Hospital | May 19 | 4 large Digereta July 21
16 ) T B. | 1I 37 | Bridge Street Hospital | May 19 | 1 Discrete July B
6| J. P, | M.| 16 | Bridge Strect Hospital | May 20 | 4 good Discrate June 8
171 BB | B | 18 Bridge Street Hospiinl | May 24 | 4 large, 3 small Diisereta July 15
18 | T.G. | M.| 48 | Workhouse Hospital | May 26 |2 distinct, 2 indis- | Diserote June 21
19 2. I F. | 33 | Bridge Birect Hospital | June 3 | 2 small Bemi-confloont | Ang. 19
M| G.B. | M. ; 14 | Bridge Street Hospital | June 4 | 3 good, 2 inferior Disorete July B3
21| E.H. | P 43 | Bridge Strect Hospital | June 6 | 1 large, 2 small and | Discrote July 15
| indistinct
23| K.A, | F. | 24 | Bridge Strect Hospital | June 12 | 3 good Disoreta July &
| JW. '\II 55 | Bridge Btreet Hospital | June 12 | 3 very indistinet Digcrete July 2
H| EA |F i 4 | Bridge Strect Hospital | Juns 19 | 8 good Disorete July &
25| B.W. |F |1 | Bridge Street Hospital | Bept. 11 | Unvaceinated Semi-confloent | Oct. 22

Many of these cases were very mild, vaccination in infancy or childhood having
sufficed to modify the character of the disease, but not to prevent it altogether.
It is a well established fact that the power of one vaccination to prevent small pox
does not continue for many years ; hence it is necessary that everybody should be
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re-vaccinated at least once during their life time, and preferably about the age of
12 or 14.

No vaccination marks were visible on No. 6, but I know that she had been
vaccinated when an infant because I saw a copy of the certificate of her successful
vaceination on Beptember 4th, 1873, in the books of the registrar of births and deaths
for the district, she having been born on May 28th in that year.

None of the patients had been re-vaceinated excepting Nos. 7, 11, 16, and 24, and
they not until after having become infected with small pox. The re-vaccination of
No. T was performed too long after infection to mitigate the severity of his illness,
but the other three had very mild attacks.

Nos. 3, 4, T, 15, 19, and 25 were the most severs cases, the last having been a girl
who had never been vaceinated.

One man suffered from delirinm tremens during his illness and gave much trouble
to the nurses and attendants.

Five patients were treated in the Rose Kiln Cottage, two in the Workhounse
Hospital, and 18 in the Bridge Street Hospitals. They all recovered, but several
only after a protracted convalesence,

The second case in the Workhouse Hospital was instructive as showing the effiency
of re-vaccination in preventing infection from small pox. A nurse who toock charge
of the first case there was re-vaccinated and remained uninfected ; but a man who
helped her was not re-vaccinated and tock the disense.

Thers were other proofs of the protective influenee of re-vaccination. Four of the
five women engaged in nursing and cleaning at the Bridge Strect Hoapitals and Rose
Kiln Coltage were successfully re-vaccinated, two of them having had small pox
about twenty or thirty years previonsly, and did not take small pox : the other who
had been vaccinated in infaney, but had never been re-vaceinated, took small pox at
home and was the second of the patients who were isolated at Boze Kiln Cotbage.

Three other people who were much engaged in connection with the cutbreaks,
including the inspector and myself, wers re-vaccinated and remained uninfected.

Two children of one of the patients, aged about 1 and 3, were taken to the Bridge
Btreot Hospitals, becauss there was nobody left to take charge of them at home-
They remained there eleven weeks until their mother was discharged. During that
time they were attended to by the nurses and associated freely with the eonvalescont
patients who were very friendly with them and were continually playing with them,
They had been efficiently vaceinated and remaived well.

About fifty of the employés of the Corporation were re-vaccinated. Many of these
were engaged in erecting the additional hut in Bridge Street, while the other parts of
the hospital were occupied by small pox patients, yek not one of them became
infected ; nor did the borough surveyor who had also been re-vaccinated,

Scarlet Fever was rather prevalent, especially during the latter half of the year;
the number of cases in the four quarters were 81, 89, 70, and T4 mspect.ive'l}'. Thirl}'-
gix of the patients were under five years of age, 178 were aged five years and
upwards. Only one of them died, so the case-mortality was remarkably low, and
the disease must have been of a mild character.

Thres cases were treated in the scarlet fever hospital ; one of them who was living
in a boy's school was admitted on March 31st ; the other two were domestic servants
and were admitted on November Bth and 10th,
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O course the isolation of so few eases out of the total number had no appreciable
effect upon the general prevalence of the disease,

In June, & servant in o mueh frequented public-house, was ill with scarlet fever.
Her master was very anxious that she should be removed, and asked me to admit
her into the hospital ; but I was obliged to tell him that she could not be taken there
on account of the small pox patients, and she had to remain in the house at con-
siderable risk to the public.

Compensation was paid to seven women who were requested to discontinue their
emplovinent while cases were being treated in their homes.

In one instance, a nurse was provided under the powers of the Reading Corporation
Act, 1881, to take eare of a woman and her daughter who had nobody at home to
attend to them during their illness,

Diphtheria attacked five children under five, and 16 persons of five years of age
and upwards. All of the former and two of the latter died.

Twa of these cases happened in the first quarter of the year, three in the second,
ten i the third, and six in the fourth,

Measies, which had been epidemie in the last quarter of 1892, had abated, but had
not quite ceased, in the early part of 1898, when thers were 2938 cases in the first
quarter, 147 in the seeond, 12 in the third and 17 in the fourth.

Although this is generally considered by the public to be only a trivial complaint,
it nevertheless accounted for the deaths of 32 persons, 30 under and two over five
years of age,

In Felroary the infants’ depariment of one of the Board Schools was clozed for
two weeks, as so many of the children who were attending it were affected by thia
disease,

Enterie, or Typhoid Fever was notified in 23 instances, but one was really a cass
of typhus fever. Two of the pationts were under five and the others were over five years
of age, Three of these which were treated in the Royal Berkshire Hospital had
been admitted from other districts.

One case under five and nine over five years of age ended fatally ; three of the
latter which happened in the hospital must be deducted, so seven deaths from this
fever ecceurred amongst inhabitants of the district.

Four eases were notified in the first, three in the second, eight in the third, and
eight in the fourth quarter of the year.

Puerperal Fever attacked nine women, and killed six of them.

Three midwives who had attended some of these cases were suspended from
following their employment until they were free from any danger of conveying
infection, and compensation was given to them.

Whoaping Cough caused the deaths of eight children under five years of age, and
was less prevalent than in most years.

Diarrheea was fatal to 35 children under five, and four people over five years of
age. It is fortunate that the mortality from this cause was not greater, since the
excessive heat and drought experienced during several months of the year were
extremely conducive to this malady amongst infant populations. This immunity may
be faicly considered to be largely due to the care which has been bestowed upon the
improvement of the distriet for many years past.

Influenza, although not epidewmie, had not entirely left the district at any part of
the year. In November and December it showed some tendency to increase, but
was of a decidedly milder character than in the past epidemics. Nineteen deaths were

aseribed toit; of these nine oceurred in the first quarter, cne in the second, two in the
third, and seven in the fourth.
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Cholera again threatened to invade this country, and we were prepared to isolate
any case which might have come at any time other than when the Isolation
Hospitals and the cottage at Rose Kiln were in use for dealing with the outbreaks of
typhus fever and small pox.

On February 6th the Town Clerk sulunitted to the Sanitary Committee a letler
which had been received by the Mayor from the Lord Mayor of London, referving to
an appeal issued by Her Royal Highness Princess Christian, President of the Royal
British Nurges' Assoeiation, to the trained nurses of the United Kingdom to enroll
themselves for special service in the nursing of any ease of cholera which might
arise in the. country, and asking the Mayor to bring the matter under the noties
of the Sanitary Authority and of any institutions concerned with the training and
employment of nurses within the sphere of his influeneca,

The Committee suggested that the Mavor should notify the contents of the letter
to the Royal Berkshire Hospital authorities, and endeavour to obtain publicity for
the letter through the l2cal press.

The address of the roll of cholera nurses was obtained, and the Hospital Board
congented to give any assistance in nursing cases of cholers, if the need should arize,
which might be consistent with their duties to their own patients and their engage-
ments with the nurses themselves. It will thus be scen that we were well prepared
for nursing cholera cases if the necessity should have arisen.

The Town Clerk recoived four notices under the Cholera Regulations of the Local
Government Board from the medieal officar of the Port of London Sanitary
Authority giving the names and address in Reading of persons who had arrived from
cholera-infected ports. The inspector and I kept a watch over those persons until
such time as it was evident that they had not been infected.

The wsual votline measures fo prevent the spread of infections disense were followed.

One infants’ department of a Board School was closed for twoe weeks in February
on account of the prevalence of measles,

Compensation was paid to ten persons who were required to disecontinue following
their employment on account of their having been brought in contact with cases of
infections disease. :

Disinfection.—The things disinfected in Mr. Street’s apparatus were :—

Beds and mattresses ... v 306
Bolsters and pillows ... e i b
Books from the Free Library .. i 21
Othar articles... e 2361

3005

Mr. Roberton, the inspector of nuisances, disinfeeted 304 rooms in infected
houses, and the Isolation Hospitals several times.

In one instance some damage was done to the furniture in a room by burning
a sulphur candle during disinfection, and a sum of £3 was paid for compensation.

Isolation Hospital Accommodation.—The occupation of the house of temporary
shelter at Early Rise was continued until Christmas, when it was determined. It
proved to be most serviceable during the outbreaks of typhus fever and small pox.

It was decided to put the cottage at Rose Kiln into a proper condition and to
reserve it for a house of temporary shelter; but when the small pox hospital in
Bridge Street was oceupied by typhus fever patients it was reserved for the recep-
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tion of small pox cases, and was required for that purpose im March, when two
patients were isolated in ik after it had been hurriedly furnished, and again in May
when three more patients were removed into it; it remained thus occupied until
July Gth,

The small pox and scarlet fever hospitals in Bridge Btreet were reserved for the
reception of typhus fever cases on February 1st and were occupied by patients
suffering from that disease from Febroary 2nd to April 20th.

Un March 81st, a boy, who was ill with scarlet fever, was isolated in the scarlet
fever hospital, and he remained there until May 13th.

On May 4th, a girl who was ill with small pox was admitted into*the small pox
hospital ; and that and the searlet fever hospital continued to be cecupied by small
pox patients until July 6th, and again from September 11th until October 22nd.

The scarlet fever hospital was sgain brought into use for the isolation of two
searlet fever patients, and was oecupied from November Sth to January 9th, 1894,

The total hospital accommodation existing at the beginning of the year consisted
of :—

I.—The scarlet fever hospital, a brick building in Bridge Street, which has two
rooms for patients, each having a capacity of about 1282 cubic feet. It has
also o nurse’s bedroom, a kitchen and wash-houze, and o little room for
convalescents which is too small for a fever patient to be treated in ; so mﬂj’
two patients can be put into the building at one time,

There is a mortuary and ambulanee shed, apd an old brongham which is used for

the removal of patients.

A charge of three gnineas a week is made for each patient treated in this hospital
when a hospital trained nurse is engaged, and two guineas a week when an nntrained
nurge is employed. This payment iz an inelusive charge for everything, excepting
medical attendance, wines and spirits, or burial of the patient in case of death. On
November 13th, it was resclved that an agreement to pay these eharges must ba
gigned by some respongible person before any patient is taken in, and pow no
patiant whatever iz admitted ontil such an agreament has been signed.

I1.—The wooden building for small pox patients en the ground adjoining the searlet

fever hospital,

This has two wards, one containing 4547 and the other 3000 eubie feet; o nurse's
bedroom, o kitehen and seullery, and another room intended for a convalescent ward,
but which has been nsed for patients ; this contains abount 1680 cubic feet.

Allowing about 1500 cubie feet {or each bed, this building can take six patients.

There is & separate mortuary and ambulance shed with another old brougham
which is reserved for the removal of small pox patients.

During the typhus fever outbreak, when the hospital had beeome nearly full, a
wooden building covered with felt and corrogated iron was erscted near the last
named building. This contains one ward and a nurse’s bedroom. Allowing 1500
cubic feet per bed, four patients can be put into it

When these buildings bad become nearly filled with small pox patients, the new
eorrugated iron hut was enlarged so as to take four more patients, with an allowanea
of 1500 cubic feet per bed.

The wooden building has always been reserved specially for small pox cases, except
in 1892, when it was kept in readiness for cases of cholera if any had been imported,
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and again in 1893 when it had to be used for the reception of typhus fever patients,
there being no other means of dealing with that outhreak.

Whenever small pox patients are admitted it would not be right to put patients
suffering from other diseases into these buildings, and whenever they are anything
like full the scarlet fever hospital would be required as an administrative building for
the accommodation of nurses, attendants, and convalescents.

In addition to the above described buildings there is the eottage at Rose Kiln,
which was reserved for a house of temporary shelter, but which can be used for the
isolation of persons ill with infectious disense in an emergency. It is, however, in
an extremely awkward situation for administrative purposes.

It contains four rooms, a kitchen with a senllery and larder and one room on the
ground floor, and two bedrooms above. Three patients were isclated in it ot one
time, the nurse having to sleep in the kitchen. It is possible that sleeping room for
a male attendant might be provided in an outhouse if the oceasion should arise at
any time.

From the foregoing description it will be seen that the total number of beds
available for the isolation of persons suffering from infectious disease is 19, dis-
tributed as follows :—

14 in the small pox hospital in Bridge Street,
2 in the scarlet fever hospital in Bridge Street, and
3 in the cotiage at Rose Kiln.

A considerable sum was expended on additions and repairs and alierations at the
hospitals and the cottage at Rose Kiln.

No charge is made for the izolation of amall pox patients; and all the typlos
fever patients were isclated at the public expense.

The medical attendance on all the typhos fever and small pox patients who were
treated in the hespitals, excepting two, develved upon myself.,

You remunerated me at the rate of bwo gonineas for each ease, and decided to make
a like payment to me in respeet of future cases of similar patients who have no
medieal attendant of their own, or whe, from any other sufficient cause, are treated
in the hospital by e as sele medical attendant.

You paid a well-earned gratuity of £15 to the ingpector for the very heavy extra work
which was thrown upon him by these outbreaks, and which he performed in an
exomplary mannar.

We may, I think, consider that with early notification of cases we are in a position
to cope with outbreaks of small pox; but no attempt can be made to eontrol
epidemiecs of other infectious diseases unless the original use of the small pox hospital
be abandoned, as was done last year, when it was a matter of the greatest good
fortune that the times of occurrence of the two outbreaks just fitted in so as to allow
us to use the hospital for the two purposes; if it bad bhappened otherwise, one or
other of the outbreaks would have had to take its chance of spreading, so far as
hospital accommodation was coneerned.

The isolation of two cases of searlet fever can, of course, exert no appreciable
general effect upon an outhreak of that disease.

In the firgt hall of the year much time and attention were devoted to the eon-
sideration of the question of providing further isolation hospital accommodation for
your distriet.
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Acting upon your instructions I made inquires respecting suitable sites for the
purpose, and the borough sneveyor and I eventually received offers of seven sites,
which we submitted to you at various times,

One was too far away to be taken into consideration. The others were : —

A site of 43 or T4 acres in the pansh of Tilehurst outsida

the borough for  £000 or £1,450
Five acres at Caversham outside the tu:-mugh 5= £1,600
An estate of about 23 acres, with a house, at the east eni

of the borough ... an S5 = for  £16,000
Five acres at the west end of the h::nn:-ugh i £1,800
About four acres ditto ditta i 7 £1,500
About five acres, with a house, ditto i £3 500

On February 20th the Sanitary Committen rnsn::hmi to recommend the Couneil
that an infections fever isolation hospital should be provided by the Couneil as early
as might be practicable, that with that object a site of about five acres in the wesk
end of the boreugh shounld Le approved and a provisional contract entered into for
the purchasze of it, that the bovongh surveyor should prepare plans and estimates
of the proposed hospital, that the Town Clerk should make applieation to the Loeal
Government Board for their sanetion to a loan for defraving the cost of m:quiring
the site and providing the buildings, and that it should be referred to the Sauitary
Committee to carry out their resolution.

The Council on March 2od resolved that the question of the proposed erection of
a hospital should be referred to a Committee of the Whele Council for consideration,
especially with reference bo the possibility of utilizing as a site land belonging to
the Corporation on Manor Farm, near Basingstoke Road, and with power to act in
the whole matter as the Committee might deem expedient. '

A mesting of that Committes was held on AMarch Bth and resolved that a hospital
of a permanent charaeter should be erected by the Couneil as early ns might ba
practicalble, sulject to the Loeal Government Doard sanctioniog the borrowing of
the money which would be required.

Several petitions and other communications urging various objections to two sites
in the west end of the borough, which were under consideration, were submitted by
the Mayor, and it was resolved that a portion of the land belonging to the Sanitary
Authority on the Manor Farm near the Basingsioke Road, to be eelected by tha
medical officer, with the assistance of the borough surveyor, should be utilized as
the site for the proposed hospital.

It was also resolved that the borough surveyor, in eo-operation with the medical
officer of lLealth, should prepare plans, sections, and estimates for the crection of
the propesed hospital, which were to be first submitted to the Banitary Committes
and then to this Commities for their approval previous to an application being made
to the Liocal Government Board for their sanetion to a loan. The plans were to be
alternative for 20 or 42 beds, and the borough surveyor was authorized to employ &
temporary architectural assistant for six weeks to enable him to prepare the plans
and estimates.

On April 10th the berough surveyor submitted plans and approximate estimates
for the proposed hospital to the Sanitary Committes,

One plan showed a hospital to contain 42 beds distributed in three pavilions,
with an sdministrative block and other necessary buildings.
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Another plan provided accommodation for 20 beds distributed in a pavilion of 12
beds and fwo single-bedded private wards, and a pavilion to contain two double-
bedded wards and two single-bedded wards, together with a block containing a
laundry, &c. In this plan he stated there would be very insuflicient adminizstrative
aecommodation,

He estimatbed that the cost of the first plan with all appurtenant expenses would
be £11,375, and of the second plan £6,162.

The Committee reforred these plans and estimates to a Committes of the Whole
Couneil, and directed the surveyor to submit to that Committee a modified scheme
at a reduced cost and providing for a smaller administrative block in connection
with the hospital.

Members of the mediesl profession in Reading raised objections to the Manor
Farm site which had been selected for the hospital and communicated them to the
Mayer, who subaitted them to the Couneil at o meeting held on April 6th. These
ware then referred to the Committes of the Whole Conneil with an instruction to
reconsider the question of site.

That Committee considered them at a meeting held on April 27th, at which the
borough surveyor’s plans and estimates, and a modified plan of a hospital for 20
beds distributed in two pavilions with an administrative block having suflicient
capacity for the requirements of 42 beds, and other buildings, estimated to cost
£8.150, were submitted.

The Committes then resolved to recommend the Couneil to determine not te
proceed further with the proposed erection of a hospital.

On May 4th the Council referved the whole gquestion of the erection of a hospital
to the Sanitary Committee for consideration and report, and they on June 12th
considered the modified plans, estimated to eost £8,150, and resolved to recommend
the Couneil that the Manor Farm site should be adopted for the erection of a
hospital.

Om July 5th the Conneil resolved that the proposalsof the Sanitary Committee with
reference to the site for the pmpumd huspil.u.l should be deferred for consideration at a
future mesting, but that the whole question of the provision of a hospital should be
previously considered and reported on by a Committee of the Whole Couneil.

A meeting of such Committee was held on July 258th, at which I explained that
although T had been opposed to the Manor Farm site when it was first proposed, on
the grounds that I balieved it was not suitable for the intended purposge, being near
to land which is irrigated with sewage, T had subsequently withdrawn my opposition
to it because I had visited the infectious diseases hospital at Leamington, which is
on a part of a sewage farm, and had ascertained by careful inquiry that the situation
bad not detracted from the usefulness of the hospital by deterring patients from
going into it.

The Committee resolved—'' That the Committee do recommend to the Council
that having regard to the difficulty of obtaining a suitable site for a hospital except
at great cost, and to the great cost which would be incurred by the erection of a
permanent hospital, and to the fact that there is now in the borough mueh more
accommodation for isolating eases of infectious disease than has previously existed,
no further steps be taken at present for providing a new permanent hospital.”

This rezolation was approved by the Council at their nezt meeling, and so the
matter ended.
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(FENEHAL.

The Town Water.—Mr, Walker, the waterworks manager, has kindly furnished me,
as usual, with the particulars respecting the supply from the Reading waterworks.
He gives the [ollowing figores :—

Premises supplied with water from the waterworks mains within

the borough e 18,458
Ditto ditto ::-msaida t'lm borough .. 442
Estimated population supplied within the borough ... .. B2E3Y
Ditto ditto outside ditto .. 2,663

Water eonsumed for all purposes ... B37,718974 gals.
for domestie purposes e wun 21-56 gals.
Ditto per head per dn}r for trade and mumtlpa.l purposes ... 1349 ,,

far all purposes i S L
Rainfall at Forbury Gardens in 1893 ... .. e 1811 in.
Ditto ditte in 1692 ... iel e 200N Am:
Water nsed in sewer floshing ... 5,407 640 gals.
Water closets connected with the sewers a.nui flualmd h:,r c:st-&rns 14,279
Water clogets hand flushed i o 14

The great increase in consumption is no doubt due tq:n t-hn nbno-rmnlljf dry summer,
and the diminished rainfall.

All the new filters had eome into full use about the end of June.

I reported to the Waterworks Committee that the houses at Lower Whitley and
Whitley Wood were without a propar supply of water, and it was decided to lay a
8.inch main from the 2-ineh main in Basingstoke Road for the supply of water to the
houses referred to by me.

This work was commenced, but was not mmpletrhtl at the close of the Year,

The Sewers construeted during the year consisted of 186 yards of surface water
sewers, and 770 yards of sewage sewers.

The House Connections made numbered 683, and drained 276 fresh houses into the
BEWOTE.

At the close of the year there were 13,416 houses drained by means of 3,836
separate junctions with the sewers.

The Plans for New Buildings approved numbered 235 ; they represented 262 naw
houses, 48 sheds, 10 stables and coach houses, and 109 additions to honses. One
hundred and fifiy-seven houses, 10 sheds and 46 additions to honses were completed.

New Streets.—Liverpool and Coventry Roads on the Cholmeley Estate, and De
Montford Road off Vastern Hoad, which were commenced in 1892, were completed.
Radstock Road was further extended and completed, and Berkeley Avenue was con-
tinued to the Bath Boad,

I am indebted te the surveyor for information respecting these matters.

Old and Dilapidated Houses.—Tilliard's Court containing six houses was
demolished, and 8 houses fronting Friar Street were also pulled down. The space
thus cleared is now being covered with new buildings.

Eleven wery old houses at the corner of Silver Street and Crown Strest were
destroyed, and the enfrance to the former street was widened. The ground which
has been opened up has not yet been bnilt upon.
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By the erection of two new houses in place of two old ones in London Street, an
open passage has been made into Small's Court.

Houxing of the Working Classes Act, 1890.—1I gave certificates under section 30 of
this Act, respecting two dwelling-houses situated at Whitley Wood Common, which
appeared to me to be in a state so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation, and it was resolved that the Town Clerk should serve a notice
on the owner of the houses requiring him within three months to make them fit for
human habitation, and that in defanlt of the notice being complied with, the Town
Clerk should take proceedings before the Borough Justices for obtaining an order for
prohibiting the use of the premises for human habitation,

The Slanghter Houses and Public Abatinirs were systematically inspected by the
ingpector, and he made quarterly reports upon their condition. He found them
to be generally kept in & clean and proper stabe.

Several butchers and I"lshmungem had experienced difliculty in getting their offal
systematically removed, and arrangements were made with nine of them who were
willing to pay for the rogular removal of it in properly constructed carts hn!ung[ng to
the Corporation, this arrangement having been recommended by a Sub-committee
which had been appointed to consider the matter in the previous year.

Application was made by the oecupier of Nos. 58 and 60, Castle Strect for the
premises to be licensed and registered as a slaughter-house, and it was decided that
they slhiould be licensed under seetion 29 of the Public Health Acts Amendment Act,
1890, for the slanghtering of swine for a period of twelve months.

Uhnsonind Meat, de.—The markets and other places were visited with a view of
keeping a wateh wpon the weat and other articles of food offered for sale.

In March I was asked by the inspector to examine some meat exposed for sale on
a stall in the Market Place. T didsoand foand it to be anfit for the food of man, so
advised him to seize it. This he did, and it was examined by one of the Borough
Magistrates, who condemned it and ordered it to be destroyed. It consisted of
4T pieces of beef, weighing 1121bs.

In September a man attempted to take into the cattle market two cows and a
young bullock, but was not allowed to do so, as they were in a very bad condition.
He took them to a slaughter-house at the abattoirs. I saw them there with the
inspector of nuisances and a veterinary surgeon, and we considered them to be unfit
for the food of man. T then had them examined by one of the Borough Magistrates.
After two of the cows had been slanghtered he condemned one as being unfit for the
foed of man, and ordered it to be destroyed. The whole carenss was then swilled
with earbolic acid and was buried on Manor Farm.

Procesdings were taken and convictions were oblained in both these instances ; the
first defendant having been fined £10 and £1 4s. 6d. costs, or imprisonment for one
meonth, and the second £15 and 18s. 6d4. costs, or in default imprisooment for two
months.

The Authrax Ovder of 1892, which came into force on the first day of the year
provides that the inspeetors of the Lioeal Authorities under the Contagious Diseases
(Animals) Acts shall forthwith on receipt of notice of the existence of anthrax give
information of the receipt of the notice to the medical officer of health of the
eanitary distriet in which the discase has appeared.

Acting in pursuance of this provision the chief constable of Berkshire gave
notice of an outbreak of anthrax at Spencer’s Wood to me as medical officer of
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health of that distriet, and this information proved of much walue because it
enabled us to ecause the careass of a eow to be buried which was believed to have
been affected and had been brought into the horough.

A butcher who had cut the careass up suffered from a poisoned wound in his right
hand ; and his son who had assisted him was found by Dr. Wileockson to be
suffering from anthrax. The boy was removed into the Royal Berkshire Hospital,
where he was operated upon, and recovered.

Dairies, Cow-sheds, and Milk-shops.—There was a total of 94 persons registered
under the Order of 15385, of these 28 were cow-keepers, & were dairymen, and 61
were purveyors of milk. Twelve fresh persons were entered on the register during
the year, and four were taken off.

The inspector made 110 inspections of 28 cow-sheds and places where milk was
retailed. No infringements of the provisions of the above-named Order wers
observed.

Offensive Trades.—During the hot weather I received many complainis of
nuigances cansed by two tallow melting places, I examined these places and found
that the coppers were constructed so as to be capable of destroying offensive odours,
but when fat has become at all tainted, as it had at that time, it is extremely difficult
to entirely prevent bad odours arising during the process of melting. The owners
had their places thoroughly eleansed and whitewashed.

Complaints were made concerning nuisances arising from a hide and skin broker's
business which had been cstablished in the Cattle Market. I brought this matter to
your notice, and it was eventually agreed to allow the business to be carried on in &
building to be erected upon o portion of the Fair Ground.

Tuspection of the distriet was constantly earried on ; all the courts and alleys were
vigited by the inspector.

One hundred and thirty-five vans which came into the town during the May and
Michaclmas fairs, and at other times, were inspected, and no eases of infecticus
digense were found in them,

Workshops.—Under the provisions of the Factory and Workshop Aets T received
five notices from the inspector of the district respecting the beginning to oceupy
worksliops and overcrowding and other nuisances.

I induced the oceuplers of one establishment te make such alterations as were
neeessary to prevent overcrowding in their work rooms.

The inspector of factories of the district called wy attention to the fact thak the
provisions of section 7 of the Faetory and Workshop Aet, 1801, were not enforeed
in the borough, and a Sub-committee was appointed to consider and report what
measures (if any) were necessary for providing such means of escape in cases of fire
for the persons employed in factories as are referred to in that section.

The Canal Boats on the register numbered 22, two having been registered during
the year. I examined and reported upon one of these, the other baving been
examined by me in the previous vear.

The inspector paid 113 wisits to 39 boats. Infectious disense was not found to
exist in any of them, He observed 7 infringements of the Regulations of the Local
Government Board under the Canal Boats Acts, which are enumerated in his report,

and they were attended to on his giving notice of them to the owners or masters
ﬂf I.hl'l bﬂat-ﬂn.
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The Sals of Food and Drugs Aets.—As public analyst T received 47 samples foz
analysis, two of which proved to be adulterated. Forly-two of them were subimitted
to me l:l:.' the inspector of nuisances. Of thesa, 2 were skim milk, 10 were milk,
8 of which were passed as genuine, though one of them was poor in [at, one was
adulterated |:|-'1.r the addition of 10 per cent. of water to milk from which 41 per cent,
of fat had been abstracted, whilst from another 20 per cent. of fat had been
abstracted ; 12 were bread and 18 were butter, all of which were genuine.

The remaining five samples were submitted by private individuals, They consisted
of 1 milk, 1 cream, 1 butter, 1 ground rice, and 1 white pepper. They were all
genuine.

The proceedings respecting the two adulterated samples are described in the
inspector’s report.

On revising the foregoing report I find that I have omitted to mention under the
heading Diarrhoea the fact that at the end of Beptember a woman in Crane Counrt,
Bilver Btreet, suffered from an excessively severe attack of choleraie diarrhoea, which
the medical attendant at first feared might have been true cholera. I saw the
patient with him and advised the adoption of every precaution to prevent the
possibility of any sprend of the complaint amongst the inhabitants of that econfined
court, and the inspector had the whole yard and drains theroughly eleansed and
disinfected.

The attack fortunately proved to have been only a case of Knglish cholera, from
which the woman recovered.

I append the report of the inspector of nuisanees which gives a detailed aceount
of his work during the year.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient Servant,
ALFRED ASHEY.

Rerorr oF THR IxsrrcToR orF Numsaxces vor THE YEamr 1595,
APPESDED To THE Reronr oF THE Menican OrriceEn o Heanta.
Number of complaints reccived by the medical officer of health and

ingpector of nuisances ... 0 w148
Number of inspections of private premises ... e B2
i notices served... i wes o 41T
o formal notices served by Ehﬂ Tawn Glnrk 2
a nuisances abated ... . 428
5 cesspools emptied a0
- blocked up sewer drains cleared 190
. 1 gurface ,, T o6
- b water closets |, Fev 134
Aceumulations of manure, &e, removed 50
Old drains opened and cleared ... 9
Smoke nuisances abated ... P A aen a
Defective house drainage made goud e 9
Blocked urinals cleared ... 6
Soakages into houses prevented ... 4
Deposit of night soil covered up ... S 1
Overerowding abated ... ave iv i - B
Damp houses au ha s it i e 0
Animals improperly kept removed ws e ces 26






