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To His Worship the Mayor, and to the Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Ramsgale.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Centlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report for the year
1925, on the Health and Sanitary circumstances of the Borough, und on
the work in connection with the School Medical Service.

The statistics for the year on the whole compare favouwrably with
those for the rest of the country and the low incidence of infectious
diseases which has obtained in the Borough in recent vears continued
throughout the vear. The basis for the calculation of these statistics
is the Registrar General's estimate of the population, 30,470, which is
identical with the estimate por mid-year 1924, and on the accuracy of
this estimate depends tae correctness of the Birth and Death rates. The
Birth rate was 16°9 per 1000 :,muprrrmg with 174 in 1924, the Death
rate was 147 comparing with 13°5 in 1924, The Infant Mortality rate,
which is not calculated on this estimate but shows the relation of the
number of deaths of infants under one year of age to the actual number
of births, was 54 per 1000 comparing with 60 in 1924.

The pubdlic health services of the Borough, such as water supply,
sewerage, refuse disposal, elc., continue efficient as in the preceding five
vears and call for no special comment, but the wvery serious situation
arising from the shoriage of housing accommodation in the Borough has
heen dealt with in detail in the report. This problem is undoubtedly the
most urgent wheeh the Council has to solve, and although serious over-
crowding existed up to the end of the vear it is gratifying to know fthat
relief will soon be forthcoming with progress in the Council's housing
scheme.

From the report to the Education Commaiftee it will be seen that the
work in connection with the School Medical Service continues to be
efficiently carried out, and there is no doubt that during recent years in
addition to the discover v and treatment ot defects, much has been done in
educating both parcits and children with a view to preventing conditions
which require treatment. The great improvement n the cleanliness of
the children may be referred to as a gratifying result of continuwous work
in this direction and the consequent solution of @ problem which faced
the Attendance Committee only a few years ago.

Among  the matters with which the Education Committee is
confronted is one which intimately concerns the School Medical Service
the provision of open-air education yor the many children in the schools
who would so greatly benefit thererrom.

In conclusion I would acknowledge the assistance rendered by my
medical colleagues, the loval co-operation of all the members of the staff
of the department, and would express thanks to the Chairmen of the
Committees with which I am associated and to Members of the Committee
for support during the year.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,
26 Albion Place, W. J. BANNISTER,

Ramssale, Medical Officer el_}" Healtlh and
Agril, 1926, = School Medical Officer.

Heallle [-!m{a',
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BOROUGH OF RAMSGATE.

1. General Statistics.

Area of the Borough in Acres (excluding Foreshore) 2,278
Population, Census 1921 .. 36,361
Population, as adjusted by the Registrar General for

statistical purposes, 1925 . 30,470

Number of inhabited structurally separate dwellings (1921) 6,609

Number of buildings containing dwellings (1921) 7,082
Number of private families or separate occupiers (1921)... 7,491
Rateable value ... £178,404
Sum represented by a penny rate ... £675
Rainfall, 1925 e 23°82 ins.
Sunshine, 1925 1740°8 hours

2. Extracts from Vital Statistics of the

Year 1925.
Total Males Females
1’ Legitimate 491 260 231 )
Births ¢ Birth Rate 169
l Illegitimate 26 11 15
Deaths 431 218 213 Death Rate 141
Number of women dving inor in ) from sepsis Nil
consequence of childbirth ) from other causes 1

Deaths of infants under one year of age, per 1,000 births :—

Legitimate ... 32'2 Illegitimate ... 19 Total 54-1
Deaths from Measles, all ages Nil
" »  Whooping Cough, all ages ... <

)

= ,»  Diarrhcea, under 2 years of age 3
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BOROUGH OF RAMSGATE.

Physical Features and General Character of the District

The Borough of Ramsgate, situated in the most favoured position in
the Isle of Thanet, has a south aspect. It covers an area of 2,306 acres,
and 1s roughly triangular in shape, having the sea along the whole of its
base, which extends from the adjoining district of Broadstairs on the
north-east to the Borough Boundary west of Pegwell. With the exception
of a small area near the Royal Harbour, the Borough may be said to
stand on high ground with a fine outlook on the sea and views of the
Kent coastline and hills towards the South Foreland. The many natural
advantages include a sub-soil of chalk, comparative freedom from rain and
fog, abundant sunshine, an equable temperature, and protection from the
north and east winds. A large expanse of particularly fine sand covers
most of the foreshore. Ramsgate consequently has been long famous as
a health resort and residential town. With the exception of the various
activities in connection with a large fishing industry and some minor
industries, the inhabitants are chiefly occupied in catering for the wants
and pleasures of residents and a large number of visitors during the
season. The low rainfall, much bright sunshine, and breezes from the
open sea render Ramsgate an ideal piace for recuperation for those
run down in health. The natural advantages and amenities of the
town render it a favourable place of residence for persons retiring from
active life, and induce a certain number of parents to take up their per-
manent residence here with the object of restoring their delicate children
to robust health.

For administrative purposes the Borough is divided into two parishes,
Ramsgate and St. Lawrence Intra ; and into six wards : East Cliff, West
Cliff, East Central, West Central, Sir Moses Montefiore and St.
Lawrence.

Meteorology.

The following tables give information in reference to some of the
meteorological observations made in the Borough :—

The Borough Surveyor has kindly furnished records of Sunshine,
Rainfall and Temperatures.
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METEOQOROLOGY.

SUNSHINE,

1925.

Month,

January
February
March
April

May

Jume

Julw
August ...
September
October...
November
December

Total ...

Toal sunshing

| in hoars,
|

.l 622
813

1190

1503

B
L 263
| 2243
P 1726
1504

110°5

BG40

018

| LEuly ave age
| inn hovas

il 17408

2°01

2-00
3BT
501

830
878
724
557
501

356
2-60
104

RAINFALL,

1925.

Mo,

January
Fehruzry
March ...
April

Mavy .
Joie ... ias
July 4
Augzuast ...
September
QOctaber...
November
December

Total ... L

Total in Greatest Fall in
Iaches 34 Howrs,
093 [ 26 on 3rd
251 i 00 on 25t
1-19 [ *22 on 10th
204 43 on 3h
181 | H7 on 23rd
Orv2 | =30 on 23rd
148 | 30 on Tth
145 ! 53 on 1st
283 [ ‘00 on 20th
204 52 an 19th
3060 | 30 on 10th
243 i 78 on 21st
TE N, | St =2

2382 |

1|
| Moo of Dmvs witl
| ool ins.ar more.

13
1%
16
18
14

i
17
17
Iy
14
21
21

1

MEAN TEMPERATURES, 1925,
ddegs, deg
Tamuary 474 | TJuly 07T
February 471 | Auvgust fig0
March ... 459 September (i3
April al5 Ociober &4
Mav 35 Novemhber 44
Jume (43 | December 432

Lowest Mean Temperature, 26°0 degrees on 16th December.

Highest Mean Temperature, 780 degrees on 15th June, 22nd July

31st August.

and



WITAL STATISTICS. 11

Population.

The estimate of the Registrar General of the population of the
Borough at mid-year 1923, is 30,470 ; the population is thus considered
not to have altered since mid-vear 1924,  This estimate is supplied only
for use in vital statistics and is based on the figures of the 1921 census
adjusted after allowance for the natural increase, migration, changes in
the numbers on the Electoral Register and other sources of information.

The natural increment, i.e. the excess of births over deaths during
the vear was 86.

The Census 1921 returns gave the population of the Borough as
36,561, consisting of 16,649 males and 19,912 females.

Births.

The number of births registered for the Borough during the year was
517, boys 271, girls 246; the birth rate for the year was therefore 169
per 1,000 as compared with a rate of 17°453 in 1924 and 2066 in 1923.
Of the total number of i}iltht-, 26 were illegitimate children, a percentage
of 5°0 as compared with 52 in 1924,

Deaths.

The number of deaths registered in the Borough during the year
was 380, of these 26 were non-residents and must be deducted ; 77 deaths
of residents occured outside the Borough and these must be added. The
net number of deaths of residents during the year was consequently 431,
males 218, females 213, giving a net death rate of 141 per 1,000 popula-
tion as compared with a rate of 13'5 in 1924 and 12'9 in 1923.

The number of deaths of infants under one year of age was 28,
giving an infant mortality rate of 54'1 per 1,000 births, as compared with
a rate of 60°1 in 1924 and 44'8 in 1923.

Of the infants under one vear of age who died 1 was illegitimate
and as births of 26 illegitimate children were registered during the year
the mortality rate amongst illegitimate infants was 384 per 1,000 as
compared with 142°8 per 1,000 in 1924,

The causes of and ages at death are given in the Mortality and
Infant Mortality Tables which follow.

Inguests.

Inquests were held by the Coroner for the district as to the causes
of death of nineteen persons who died in the Borough during the year.

SUICIDES ... - OTHER CAUSES SEE
By Poisoning i MNatural Causes e L
'-n.-]I mmflicted wound u:f Ii:lt'u..-n |
By Hanging 2

ACCIDENTS 13
Injury (shock) 8
Suffocation 2
Drowning 1

Bronchial I"lmunmmu,':reqult of
scalds) ...
Tetanus |following wound i hand)

P e



12 VITAL STATISTICS.

Uncertified Deaihs,

The Borough continues to hold a most unsatisfactory position as
regards the large proportion of uncertified deaths. During the year 1925
of the 380 deaths which cccurred in the Borough 18 were uncertified,
1.e., were registered, although in respect of none of these deaths was a
certificate as to the cause of death given by a medical practitioner or an
inquest held. Such deaths are not registered by the local Registrar
unless the Coroner intimates that he does not consider an inquest
necessary. It will be seen from the following how very unfavourably
the percentage of uncertified deaths in the Borough compares with
percentage fhigures supplied by the Registrar General.

Uncertified causes of Death. Percentage of Inguest
Total Deaths. Cases,
England and Wales ... 10 &%
105 County Boroughs and li_-umt l‘o'-\'n:f-
including London o (VN 73
157 Smaller Townsf1921 ; Ld_]l:l‘\ll‘d '|:'.|l|.:lp'|l-:lf]l'!ll1"|
20,000 - 30,0000 ... e o 11 59
London. ... e LU R B
EAMSGATE .. = 47 50

In the returns of deaths supplied by the local Registrar the follow-
ing words appear in the column for causes of death in respect of the
uncertified deaths of which the age and sex is given.

Cause of Death. Sex. Ape,
“Heart Failure ™ ... w.  Female 5 hours
* Unknown ' e ... Female 44 years
“ Probably Heart Failure " oo Male 39 vears
" Probably Heart Failure” «: Male 6l years
“ Probably Heart Failure " w: Male 63 years
** Probably Heart Failure ™ e Female #3 years
“ Unknown, patural causes”™ ... Male about 38 years
* Unknown ane wo.  Male 67 years

The causes to which the remaining uncertified deaths were
altributed were as tollows :—

Cause of Death. Age.
Fractured Thigh B4
Old Age ... ans 94, 76, 71, 85
Pulmonary Tubere ulu\.m o 32
Epileptic ];l o T8, 74
Thromboesis of veins and L‘I1'lbU|ISI1'| u[ ]ung and

heart due to injury SN e &)

Injury to Leg e (1]
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MORTALITY TABLE.
Causes of, and Ages ab, Death during the year, 1925.

BorRoUGH OF RAMSGATE.

Net eaths atb the subjoined Ages o ehe
* Hesidents " whether occurring within o 5 B
or without the district, I%d : _
oo N T L e 23
= ks 1 S | R R o
Cause of Death. . | =1 |'_: _._j -'Ei'i'ﬂ'f?—-ﬁﬁ!é:ﬂ.gf"E"E'EE
g |~ |EE|EE|E5|55|F5|5 g EE|nE|E8a™
Wl |ZEZ 8P dlntluiledlnilzEREERE
G (N = =iy RS PP £V V0
= .:' p:h’l ﬂ-:‘ﬁ =-: (L) !lﬁ-.r 'Ii::.‘zlll:"h (L] ;I::-:E:I-;' E
| = |= 4 | iﬂ - I:_:' I~ |£E£:
e e (T 1 T il (27 9|10)] 5 - 11'} | 41 [ 93 | 79 |13 L2
All Canses t Uncertified o] 1 Ty | 2l el PR J 2 ] i 3 I L]
Enteric Fever ' | el e ’ ‘ It | g
Small-pox ... | e [P Rt | LAty e { | i | aid
AMeasles ... Bl e L | e o e | e | e | e o
Scarlet Fever | ren]) =i | : | lisE2 |
Whaooping Cough 41 1 a2l b o [ P [t | RS
Diphtheria ... | 1 1 ) S | oo | e | eae |
Influenza ... B 16 1o 1 s 1) el 2 M 3 2] 2 1
Encephalitis L{,[h"llgI.CH- ‘ 1 el | e was | 3B e | A |
Meningococcal Meningitis e [ [ mee | e | ane ' s
Tubercalasis of Respiratory System ... 31 | o | (0| wee | ees I T8 T (R i
Other Tuberculous Diseases ... | 1000 <3l - = S| SRS it et | f 1| 4
Cancer, Malignant Disease ... | 55 [ | I A (1 ) el 3
Rheumatic Fever 1 [ . 1 | sy TR e ; 2
Diabetes | % | - | 1 ] (B 2| 1
Cerebral H.l.,mnrrh.lgt eic, .. A || et | e 4110 7 2
Heart Disease o i H | [ = 4 111 | 15| 25 | i
Arterio-sclerosis | 31 B et | R
Bronchitis .. s [ 30 1 1 s 1| 6 4|17 |
Fneumonia 1‘.-1" mrnnj S 24 1 2 1 A | 4 | 61 3| 4| 0
Other respiratory diseases ‘ & | ) L 3] Al 1| 1
Ulcer of Stomach or Duodenum 2 e [ T SR (I ) el 2
iarrheea, ete, (under 2 vears) S T | o || e
Appendicitis and Typhlitis i [ e | .
Cirrhosis of Liver ... o | | e | e |
Acute and Chronic Nephrilis ... 1 | s | : (s ) | TN (e s 2
Puerperal Sepsis ... ] IR S O (O i (R P e ) [ -
Other Accidents and Diseases of | {
Fregnancy and Pariurition R e | e e 1 | J i
Congenital Dehility and Milfﬂlmmmn,, I |
Premature Birth ... w2 LS [N [ BT R R I R e 6
Suicide ... e |l B ] e [ el | 2 | - 1
Other Deaths from Violence ... . L | L e R S BT S 4
Other defined diseases oz | 5 | 4 -1 RSN | ) S 1 L 6 el 15
Causes ill-defined or unknown “.l L Ti] (B RO T N o (A B (ST 1
1 = [
1431 28 ; 9|10| 5|16 |43 |98 | 82 |1=m 62




INFANT MORTALITY, 1923,
Net Deaths from stated Coauses ab various dges under 1 year of age.

BOROUGH OF KAMSGATE.

| [
| o = e e
. - @ 5 . S = T
- Caunse of Death, o l %5 l5E =
~|3|8|8|2|=cl2E|2E]
= = ] z = = Pl ==‘:‘
= - J alem Bl = ho |
S - - - I. i - _I_
il i i Certified g e I 1 1 13 3 2 4 5| 27
Al Cmes Uncertified ...l 1| ..|. | | oo | o | 1
| |
| r
: i . |
small-pox... wa | wanf | e
Chicken-pox ‘ e | u
Measles Rl ey |
Scarlet Fever | (| =
Whooping Congh | R B (R BT e W] 1 |
Diphtheriz | RIS (T ES) T Sy ] | O el e B
Erysipelas awa] aaa | craed | Eaaad] | aeeeaat il (RSeS| BT W
Tuberculous M::I'HH!IJIH 1 i
Abdominal Tuberculosis SR [N [ i o
Oither Tuberculaus Diseases | i i
Menmaitis S| et RO i |
Convul=ions 3 B gl f e L | 1 [ 2
Larvpngzilis el e ! g
Bronchitis.. el eyt | (SRR | et e el I | 1
[-":u,unmllnl'th (o s h [ REd Iﬁ 2N S | R GRS 1
Diarrhos ... T |y B (R ) R 1| SN [SMER R l i
Enteritis ... | i i ] et [ 4
Gasiritis ‘ | |
Svphillis oy e | [ el Esd
Rickets ... £ Bl i I By B el e
"mlh calion o« r‘-li.l]-.l"olll;l,,:l g bl St |IBen| Bl e
Injury at Hirth - |
,-'h.ll._'ld.l:_l.thl.'-u e | T sas
Congenital Malformi L1|ﬂ1 4 | i 1 2 <+
Premature Hirth £l ae 7 i bt
Atrophy, Debility and Marasmus ...| 2 | e s | 3
Other Cagses 1 [ s g | i 1| 2 4
1
—_— e —e— | — | ——
_|:-‘ 1] 3| 2| 4] 5|
| |

Net Births in the year f I.;-;i[_u_mne, 491.
i legitimate, 26,

Net Deaths in the vear { I'Eg’,“,m“te Infants, 27.
Nlegitimate Infants, 1.



3.—NOTIFIABLE

INFECTIOUS

DISEASES, 1925,

I T ;
la |2 o
o S w =
=TI E= AGE INCIDENCE. o
. L=l F -
Discase. |-—':! =c : } - =
ERP = { Numbers i brackets indicate Deaths). =
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Diphtheria 31| 30 Lol 1 | 21 1|15} 612 21— 1
| | [ (1) i
Scarlet Fever aof 43 | M) | — | — a| 6|18 10 2| 3 i --
Enteric Fever (including [ |
Paratyphoid) ... 1| 1| == =] =] =] == =11 | =] =] =
Prneumonia 40 [ ==t & | =] F | 5| 3] % [&]| 8 i
i1} (1) 1 (1) (2) | (1) | (1) | (2) ({2} |(6) | ()| 24
Erysipelas b i I — = =] = = | =| =] 5] 2
Malaria P2 e = = -—= = = | = 1 — | 1 —
Ophthalmia Meonatorum 2 Z = - —| - | — | — | == —
Encephalitis Lethargica ...] 1 - l==1=| =] =l=|=|=|—|—=| 1 -
| | ! (1) 1
Acute Poliomvelitis | 1]= —i — | == 1| == oo el s
|
Total 135 | 72 | 26
Ophthalmia Neonatorum.—Two cases were notified during the year,

both were treated at home and the Health Visitors assisted in carrving
out the instructions of the medical practitioners in attendance.
Vision was unimpared in each case.

TUBERCULQOSIS.
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Notification of Tuberculosts.

Notification of cases of this disease is carried out in an increasingly
satisfactory manner in this Borough. During the vear there came under
notice the deaths of three persons who had not been notified during life,
two from pulmonary tuberculosis and one from non-pulmonary tuber-
culosis. Explanations of the failure to notify these cases were requested
and received from the local medical practitioners concerned who were
reminded of their legal obligations under the Tuberculosis regulations.

Investigations were made as to the possible need for taking action
under Sect. 3 of the P.H. (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1923,
relating to tuberculous employees in the milk trade, but no grounds for
taking action were found.

No action was taken under Sect. 62 of the P.H. Act, 1925.

Smallpox and Vaccination.

Fortunately no case of Smallpox occured in the Borough but
several persons who were contacts of cases in other districts or on board
ships and who came to the Borough were kept under observation.

In view of the steadily increasing number of cases of Smallpox in
the country as a whole during recent years it is advisable to draw
attention to the large proportion of persons in the Borough who are not
protected by vaccination. In consequence of this, the introduction of
the disease into the Borough might prove very serious and costly and it
is to be regretted that a great number of parents here, as elsewhere, can
and do avail themselves of the provision in the Vaccination Act of 1907
through which they are exempted from penalties on making a statutory
declaration of conscientious objection to the vaccination of their children.

The Vaccination Officer for the district has kindly supplied me with
the following particulars which, as regards the increased number of
children unvaccinated, must be considered most unsatisfactory.

Of 531 children born in the district 16 were removed, 22 died
unvaccinated, and at the end of the vear, 93 were still under the
statutory age; particulars as to the remaining 400 children are as
follows :

Successfully vaccinated sen 188
Vaccination postponed . i e
Certificates procured by Conscientious Dbjecmrs e D
Found to be insusceptible of vaccination ... 2

From this it will be seen that over 52% of these children were at
the end of the year unprotected by vaccination, as compared with 429
in 1924,

The records as to the vaccinal condition of children examined
during the year at routine medical inspections at the public elementary
schools in the Borough show that

of 571 “ Entrants” 227 (39'75%) were vaccinated
of 385 * Intermediates” ... 169 (43°89%) ,, =
of 405 " Leavers” 205 (50°61%) . g



CAUSES OF SICKNESS. i7
4. Causes of Sickness.

The incidence of infectious diseases was low during the year and
general the health of the district was good.

Searlet Fever.

Of the 43 cases notified, 40 were removed to the Isolation Hospital.

This compares with 23 cases notified in 1924 and 39 cases in 1923.

Most of the cases of this disease were of a very mild type and there
was no mortality.

Dhiphtheria,

The Borough continues to be relatively free from this disease and
during the vear 31 cases were notified, as compared with 10 cases in 1924
and 17 in 1923,

OF these, 30 cases were removed to the Isolation Hospital, one case
proving fatal.

Eunlevie Fover.

One case only was notified during the year and this was an imported

Case,

A weacher aged 31 vears who had been on holiday inthe Pyrenees in September
developed symptoms -,'-I' the dizease on returning to Ramsgate early in October
and was removed to the Isolation Hoszpital. The case proved to be a mild attack
of Paratyphoid Fever and the patient made an uneventful recovery.

Inplucnza and other non-notifiable infectious diseases.

There was no undue prevalence of Influenza during the year, 10
deaths were attributed to this disease,

Poeumonia in all its forms was the cause of 24 deaths and Bron-
chitis of 30 deaths.

Measles and German Measles were rather prevalent towards the end
of the vear but no deaths resulted from these diseases.

Intimations of cases of Measles received during the year numbered
200 and included 138 from the Head Teachers of the Public Elementary
Schools, all these cases were visited by the Health Visitors who as
occasion requires assist in the home nursing of the patients.

With reference to other causes of illness during the year, the chief
were Cancer which caused 35 deaths, Heart Diseases, 55 deaths, and
Tuberculosis all forms of which caused 41 deaths.

5. Summary of Nursing Arrangements, Hospitals and
other Institutions available for the District,

Professional Nuwrsing in the Howme,
The Nurses employved by the Kamsgate and St. Lawrence District

Nursing Association and the St. George’'s Parish Nurse carry out the
general nursing of patients at their homes in the Borough.
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In times of emergency these nurses are assisted in this work by
members of the Ramsgate Nursing Division of the St. John's Ambulance
Brigade.

Home Nursing of children suffering from minor infectious diseases,
ophthalmia neonatorum, etc,, is carried out by the Council’'s Health
Visitors and in the event of further assistance being required, as, for
instance, during epidemics of measles, influenza, etc., an arrangement
exists by which the Ramsgate and 5t. Lawrence Nursing Association
has agreed to co-operate and provide nursing assistance in the homes for
fifty cases in any year, a payment of 2/6 to be made to the Association
by the Town Council in respect of each case nursed at the request of the
Medical Officer of Health.

Midwives.

Although the Town Council is the Authority responsible for the
administration of the Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme for the
Borough, under present arrangements the Midwives Acts are administered
by the Kent County Council. The midwives practising in the Borough
are consequently supervised from Maidstone—an obviously unsatisfactory
arrangement which causes an important part of the work affecting the
welfare of mothers and children in the Borough to be supervised by an
authority outside the Borough. No midwife is emploved or subsidised
by the Council. No particulars as to the number or qualifications of the
midwives who during the year practised in the Borough are available,

Olintes and Treatment Ceilros.

The Maternity and Child Welfare Centre is provided at Curtis House, CLff Street,
by the Ramsgate and St. Lawrence Maternity Association and Mothercraft Club working
in co-prdination with the Council.

Infant consultation clinics are conducted on Friday afternoons by the Medical
Officer of the Centre, a local medical practitioner, whe on alternate Wednesdays alse
conducts a consultation clinic for children aged 1 to 5 yvears.

The school inspection and treatment clinic is provided by the Local Education
Autherity at the Health Office, and is held on five mornings each week.

The Tuberculosis Dispensary provided by the Kent County Council for the Borough
and neighbouring districts is at Charlotte Cottage, Market Place, and during the wvear
was open on one day each week.

The Ramsgate Creche, supported by voluntary contributions, is in Herezson Road.

There is no Venereal Diseases Clinic in the Berough, that provided for the Isle of
Thanet by the Kent Uounty Uouncil iz held at Eaton House, St. Peter's Road, Margate,

Hospitals.

The Ramsgate General Hospital, West Cliff Road, chiefly supported by voluntary
contributions, is a modern institution with a tolal of 60 beds. A new ward for children
containing 20 beds was opened in April, 1925, and at the end of the vear tenders were
invited for the building of an Annexe for Nurses with 38 rooms. The building of thiz
necessary addition to the Hospital was rendered possible by the generosity of Alderman
Dame Janet Stancomb-Wills, ID. B.E., ].F., in defraying the cost.

The Hospital is for the treatment of the sick poor resident in the Borough and in
neighbouring districts and for disabled seamen of all nations brought te the Port of Rams-
gate.  The Honorary Staff consists of two Physicians, four Surgeons, and a Dental
Surgeon. A resident House Surgeon is also emploved. )

The Infectious Diﬂtg.:-:fcs Hospitals for the Borough are those used in conjunction
with the other local aulh-::r_ll.wa of the Isle of Thanet, and are situate at Haine, just outside
the Borough boundary. There is accommodation for 54 cases of Secarlet Fever in two
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blocks, each containing 27 beds, one block for cazes of Diphtheria contaimi ng 14 beds and
one block for Enteric Fever cases containing 14 beds. In addition there is considered to
be accommodation in 3 huts for 8§ patients, 4 beds in a receiving block, and the new
cubcle block has 8 beds.

The Smalipex Hospital is in the same neighbourhood on a separate sile and has
two wards each containing 8 beds,

The Poor Law Infirmary is at Minster, some five miles [rom the centre of Lhe
Borough.

There iz no hospital for Tubereulosiz or for maternity cases in or near the Borough.

The Thanet Hostel for Unmarvied Mothers, 55 Ashbumham Read, is a home for
unmarried mothers and their first babies, in which are taught all the duties of a mother
and training  given in domestic and household work.

A motor ambulance is provided by the Joint Hospital Board for the conveyance of
patienis suffering from infectious diseases.

For non-infectious and accident cases the motor ambulance and services of the
Eamsgate Division of the St John's Ambulance Brigade are available,

6.—Laboratory Work.

A chemical analysis of water from the public supply is carried out
each quarter by the Public Analyst. Periodical chemical and bacterio-
logical examinations are also carried out by the Medical Officer of Health.
The source and consistent good quality of the constant water supply of
the Borough has been referred to in detail in previous annual reports.

A sample of the water taken in March, 1923, and submitted to
chemical analysis at the South Eastern Analytical Laboratory, Canter-
bury, was reported on as follows :

WATER ANALYSIS—BoOROUGH OF EAMSGATE.

All numerical results expressed in parts per 100,000,
Deseription of Sample * From Public *'":n;:lph Letter T.™

Appearance ... : Clear
Colour Bluc-green
=mell i MNormal
Chlorine in Chlorides 2240
:I’hv.-:-'-phm'iv Acid in Phosphates B N one
*‘\!ll‘uglﬁu ik xilri|1t'ﬂ o - 14
1'11111111_“1: i em et H :\;l."un,'
Albuminoicd 1'milllun.l.l 00020
Oxyveren absorbed in 15 minutes Trace only
Ux}'guu absorbed in 4 hours (RIS
Hardness betore boiling (total) 3
Hardness after boiling (permanent 140

Total Solid Matter TR0
Microscopical Examination of ]Jepuml Slight and unimporiant
Chlorine as ** Salt ™ i ] |

REMARKS.—The above results are satisfactory and indicate water organ-
ically pure and free from sewage percolation.

The Microscopical Examination is also satisfactory.

The figures for Chlorine, Total solid matter and Hardness have all
diminished since last examined in December, 1924,

(Signed) ERNEST M. HAWKINS,
Public Analyst, Borough of Ramsgate.
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All the ordinary bacteriological work required in the Borough is
carried out by the Medical Officer of Health at the Borough Bacterio-
logical Laboratory at the Health Office.

During the year 1923, the following specimens were examined and
reported upon :—

Total Numhber MNumber
Swiabs from Noses and Throats—

examined. positive,

Asto the presence of Diphtheria Bacilli 340 1
Sputum=—-

Az to the presence of Tubercle Bacilli 349 i
Blogd—

As to Widal Reaction 3 i
Hairs—

As to infection by Ringworm Fungus ... 20 15
Pus— :

As to the presence of Gonococet 2 2

Total ) 454 H5

Issue of Diphtheria Antitoxin.

Supplies of Diphtheria Antitoxin are kept at the Health Office and
issued to local medical practitioners on request and arrangements exist
by which practitioners can in emergency or at night time obtain antitoxin
from the Police Station, where a small stock 1s kept and replaced as
required.

In 1923, a total of 28,000 units of Diphtheria Antitoxin were
supplied to local medical practitioners, the total cost to the Council in
respect of 10,000 units issued for use in cases in which it would not
otherwise have been obtainable owing to necessitous circumstances, in
accordance with the Diphtheria Antitoxin Order, 1910, was 14s. 2d.

7Z.—Administration.

The Pegwell Bay (Shell-Fish) Regulations, 1925, dated 9th October,
1925, were made by the Minister of Health with a view to the control of
the sale and distribution of cockles gathered from the beds at the mouth

of the river Stour. The Regulations came into force on the 1st
December, 1925.

Section & of the Regqulations stales that

A person shall not sell, distribute or offer for sale for human consumption any
cockles taken from the prescribed area unless and until they have been subjected to a
process of sterilizsation by steaming under pressure for at least six minutes.  The sterilisa-
tion shall be carried out either by a sanitary authority or in a manner approved by the
medical officer of the district in which the cockles are landed.”

The Regulations provide that for the purposes of execution and
enforcement the Ramsgate Corporation shall have concurrent jurisdiction
with the sanitary authority in the district of the Sandwich Port Sanitary
Authority, in the Urban District of Broadstairs and St. Peter's and in
such parts of the Borough of Sandwich and of the Rural Districts of
Eastry and of the Isle of Thanet as are not included within the district
of the Sandwich Port Sanitary Authority.
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List of Adoptive Adets, Bye Laws, efc., in force in the Berough.
ADOPTED ACTS.

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890,
Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907,

BYE LAaws AND REGULATIONS IN FORCE.

Common Lodging Houses (P.H. Aet, 1873, Sect. 80).

Houses Let in Lodgings (P, Act, 1875, Seci. S0).

Clennsing, Ete., and lRemoval of Refuse (PUHL. Act. 1875, Sect. 44).

Tents, YVans, sheds, Ewe (H.W C Act, 1885, Sect. 9(2) ),

Slaughter-houses (P Aet, 1875, Sect 169).

Prevention of Nuisances (P H  Aet, 18375, Sect. 44).

Keeping of Animals (P.H. Act, 1873, Sect. +4).

Otfensive Trades, (. H. Act. 1875, Sect. 1135)

Mew Streets and Buildings (P H. Ace, 1875, Sect. 157, PPH A Act, 1890, Sect. 23).
Regulations under Daivies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order, 1885,

PRIVATE AcCT.
The Ramsgate Corporation Act, 1922
Notification of Burths Adet.

During the vear 517 births were notified; of these 499 were live
births and 18 were stillbirths ; in addition there were 10 births in the
Borough which were not notified. Failure to notify births as required
bv the Act has now become infrequent in this Hmﬂugh In each instance
of failure the attention of the party responsible is drawn to the omission
and an explanation is requested.

Doctors notified 246 births, midwives 239, doctors and midwives
13, and parents and midwives 1 ; eight of the stillbirths were notified by
doctors, eight by midwives, and two by doctors and midwives. The
number of births registered for the Borough during the year was 517,
giving a birth rate of 169 per 1000 as compared with the rate of 17745
in 1924,

Work of Healtlh Visttors.

Each of the four Health Visitors employved by the Council carries
out in the area assigned to her, all the Lealth visiting and school work
required in that area. This arrangement has proved satisfactory and
economical, rendering visits to a home by more than one Health Visitor
unnecessary and also enabling each Nurse to become more familiar with
the conditions of the families in her area.

The Health Visitors made 488 first visits to children under 1 year ;
870 children under 1 year received a total of 3,627 visits. Children aged
1 to 5 vears numbered 1,333, to whom 3,669 visits were made and 263
visits were made to 157 expectant mothers. Except in cases in which
visits are not indicated, efforts are made to visit all births which occur in
the Borough. Mothers are invited to attend with their infants at the
Centre at which two of the Council’s Health Visitors attend on the days
it is open.

Mursing assistance was rendered at the homes by the Health
Visitors in 14 cases.
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Issue of Milk in Necessitons Cases.

Throughout the year arrangements were in force by which, after
investigation as to financial circumstances, necessitous mothers are
sllpp]ied with milk for themselves or for their infants., Mothers who
were granted milk were as a rule certified at the Centre to be in need of
it for themselves or for their infants, owing to health reasons, by the
Medical Officer of the Centre: in other cases certificates were given by
the Medical Officer of Health. The total cost to the Council during the
vear for fresh milk supplied was £3 14s. 3d., and for dried milk £1 10s.

Maternity and Infant Welfare Centre.

Previous annual reports described the arrangements made by the
Ramsgate and 5t. Lawrence Maternity Association, working in co-ordina-
tion with the Town Council, at their premises, Curtis House and Chff’
House, Chiff Street.

During the year 30 sessions were held at the Centr: on Fridays, on
each occasion an infant eonsultation clinic was conducted by the Medical
Officer of the Centre, a local medical practitioner, the number of consult-
ations was 314 in connection with 251 individual infants. A consultation
clinic for children aged 1 to 5 yvears was also held on 7 Wednesdays on
which 78 individual children were seen by the Medical Officer. During
the year 13 expectant mothers were also seen by the Medical Officer at
the Centre. The total number of attendances of mothers at the Centre
was 2,503.

Reference was made in last year’s report to the need for the estab-
lishment of an ante-natal clinic and following a visit bv one of their
medical inspectors the Ministry of Health wrote urging the inception of
such a clinic. At the end of the vear the Executive Committee of the
Maternity Centre were engaged in drafting a scheme for approval by the
Ministry,

Drainage and Sewerage.

The Borough has an efficient water carriage svstem which has the
great advantage of simplicity owing to the fact that the formation of the
land rendered it possible to lay sewers so that the sewage flows freely by
gravitation from all parts of the town to the sea. Pumping plants, tank
sewers, etc., are consequently absent from the system. The sewers, which
are ventilated and regularly flushed with water, unite near the Harbour
and form the outfall sewer in which the sewage 1s conveved to a point
over 1,230 feet from the shore. This site was chosen for the outfall
many vears ago after extensive float experiments had proved that at what-
ever state of the tide the sewage may be there discharged it is carried by
current straight out {o sea.

Closet  Accommodation.

With the exception of a few isolated houses on the outskirts of the
Borough all houses are connected with the water carriage svstem, the
soil pipes being ventilated and intercepting traps provided.

Water closets provided with flushing cisterns and connected with the
water carriage system number 15,105, water closets connected to cesspools
9, earth closets 3 and pail closets 2.
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Removal and Disposal of ERefuse.

The Corporation collects refuse daily from all premises in the town,
this is conveyed to the four-celled Horsfall Destructor in an outlying
portion of the town. This work is carried out by the Works Department
and the Borough engineer has supplied information that 8,844 tons of
refuse were collected and dealt with during the year, the average amount
each month being 737 tons. In addition, 2,993 loads of road sweepings
and 678 loads of gulley mud were collected.

During the year efforts to ensure that all premises shall have |mper-
meable receptacles with movable covers for the deposition of refuse in
accordance with the Bye-Laws were continued; inspections of 147
houses showed that only 75 had proper naceptﬁf:ies and during the year
60 were provided on preliminary notices heing served and 12 on statutory
notices being served.

Rats and Mice ( Destruction) Aet.

In connection with the destruction of rats and mice during the year,
a considerable amount of work was carried out and 45 inspections of
premises were made, chiefly owing to complaints received. Advice was
given as to the best means of destroving rodents, and certain approved
poisons were supplied by the Sanitary Lh partment to occupiers of premises
at cost price. During “ Rat Week ™ a special campaign was undertaken,
advertisements were inserted and articles were published in in the two
local newspapers calling the attention of the public to their responsibilities
under the Act. The proprietors of the three leading cinemas displayed
notices at each performance during the week, calling the attention of the
public to ** Rat Week.” Chemists made a display of poisons in their shop
windows. A large quantity of poison baits were laid in the sewer headings
during the week. There is no doubt that these efforts were the means of
causing a very large number of rodents to be destroyed.

It was found necessary in one case to take legal proceedings under
the Act against an occupier of certain premises who had allowed such
premises to become infested with rats, and who would not take any
practical steps to clear his premises of them. He was summoned for
“ failing to take such steps as were necessary and reasonably practicable
for the destruction of rats” and was fined £5 and £1 1s. 0d. costs.

Sanitary Condition of Theatres, Music Halls, etc.

The 39 places of public amusement licensed for public music and
dancing in the Borough were periodically visited by the Sanitary Inspec-
tor during the vear and found to be kept in a clean and satisfactory
condition generally and any defects in the sanitary appliances, ventilation
of premises, etc., which have been discovered have been remedied upon
attention being called to them with the following exceptions : In two of
the Halls serious sanitary defects existed, in one case caused by the
water supply having been cut off from the premises and in the other,
defective sanitary apparatus and corroded sanitary fittings. The Sani-
tary Inspector furnishes a report to the Licensing Justices at the
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Annual Licensing Mecting as to the sanitary conditions, ete., prevailing
on the premises, and this report is taken into consideration by them
before renewing the licenses. The renewal of the licenses of the two
halls mentioned were held over, until the Justices were satisfied as to
their sanitary condition. 13 other defects in sanitary appliances, etc.,
were discovered and were remedied upon the notice of the responsible
persons being called to them.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT.

The following tabular statement summarises the work carried out
during the vear by the Inspectors and has been prepared by Mr. W. T.
Smith, Sanitary Inspector. The necessary supervision of all work
carried out under the various notices served, including some left over
from the previous vear, made considerable demands on the time of the
Inspectors, and the following particulars show the large amount of
labour involved in supervising the sanitarv condition of dwelling houses
and other premises in the Borough.

IxsPECTIONS.

Under Public Health Acts 2,308
Of Houses, number :Illﬁl'hl.l.h il lllll.h.l H. TP Acts, e, ) al0
In connection with infections disenses aas 54
Of Commen Lodging Houses v z0
Houses Let in Lodgings 52

— Cowsheds =0
— Milkshops i
Iuiries ot

— Factores, W |_~r||:5|'|4.‘|1:h anc W I.'H:LITI TR e nes et
— P"remises at which arve conducted Offensive Trades 7=
— lee Cream Vendors o (e
— Slaughter-houses and knackers vard e a2
Fish Market =
Stables =, 3l

— Bakehouses <o LI
- Premises as o ]1!1!1.1?-101] of el tw--. reCeplig Iu- 231
— General inspections with. Medweal Oficer il
Premises with reterence o ral infesiation ... e 45

— Premises licensed for music and dancing i L
-= Premises under Rent Restriction Act, Certificates A
- Schools fae 24
Shipping {4

— Shop= and Stores n_umms., W t”‘llt! 'ﬂ-, st I\.L!‘_HI |.l:|_'-||l-. o 210
- Miscellaneons i i S5

NOTICES SERVED, ETcC.

Statutory Notices served i 25
Prelimin: vy notices served or lq.ll;lw wrillen s 1l |
MNutsances ahated on notice o letter 195
Muiganees abated on verbal instructions 154
Complaints received and investigated alt

COMPLAINTS OF NUISANCES RECEIVED DURING THE YEAR.

A record of all complaints is kept at the Health Office, and during
the year 316 complaints were made. Nine of these were frivolous or
concerning matters which could not be dealt with by the Health Depart-
ment under the several Acts.
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Of the other 307 complaints :—

12 were referred to the Borough Surveyor's Department ;- -

Oiffensive odours from sewers i
Cholied sewer ptilix 2 in roads 3
Unauthorized buildings 3
Oifensive odours from brake st 11I¢i 1
Citensive condition of public shelter |
Dangerous structure .. o 1
The remaining 295 may be roughly classified as follows :—
Choked drains A0
Simells from drains 13
Fefuse dumped 10
Unsound articles of I'-.m-.l 31
Dirty honses i+
Damp houses 5
Defective water closets a8
Overcroweling iE 1
Drefective ancd nwuﬂnlum water I-'L1|'n-|:||1. 15
Accumulation of manures 7
Choked or defective waste pipes F
Dietective guttering Eo]
Rais on pre TES0s 14
[,qiil-!k ok n 10
Defective stoves, ¢ m'-!uu O PIREIAEeS fult! COppPers 12
Improper keeping of u.nu:uh B
Offensive vefuse recepiacles - 11
Rroken loors and  vard surfaces 4
Miscellaneons el

The nuisances discovered during the vear were abated upon service
of informal or statutory notices with one exception, Legal proceedings
were taken against a person for depositing hilthy matter in a passage way
leading to the back entrances to several other dwelling houses. The
Justices granted an order with 10/6 costs. As the order was not obeyed
a further summons was issued against defendant for failing to abate the
nuisance, which had continued for 37 days. A fine of 5/- for each of
the 37 davs was imposed or £9 3s. 0d. in all.

Proceedings were also taken against a workman (the person carrying
out the work) under Sect. 53, Ramsgate Corporation Act, 1922, for
opening, repairing and covering over a house drain without giving the
24 hours notice to the Sanitary Authority of his intention to do so, as
required by the Act. Defendant pleaded guilty and was fined 10/-.

Work Doxng 18N CONNECTION WITH THE DRAINAGE OF PREMISES.

Houses, Drains Tested.
After Infections disease as aes A
On complaing or alleration of drainage ua . 110
Number of houses re-drained sns 45
MNumber of houses drains repaired or partly relaid e R
Mew inspection chambers built e =5
MNew gullies lixed wan . U3
New covers to inspection chambers provided 5
Inspection chambers rendered Wi i 15
Defective soil or ventilating pipes rencwed or repaired i
MNew pedestal closets or closet basins or traps fixed 130
New flushing cisterns to W.C's provided .. a0
Fresh air inlet valves renewed or repaired ... 15
Cesspools and underground rainwater tanks abolished ... My
New water closets and urimals erected G 21

Cesspools emptied o 15
Cesspool drainage Hhﬂlt"ihl’d ﬂ.nd. drains mumuﬂcd to sewer a9
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Housing,
The following defects were remedied and improvements carried out :
Defectivie Aushing cisterns repaiced 40
Blocked drains cleared on notice wes 5
New stoneware sinks and baths provided ... +4
Wastepipes renewe d and trapped fii (5]
Rainwaler pipes or guttering repaired or renewed 42
Defective roofs repaired 47
Yards paved, or existing paving repaired ... T
New floors laid or repaired ... 23
New sanitary refuse receptacles provided 149
Ramwater pipes disconnected from drains ... o
Dampness in walls abated 27
Broken plaster of walls and ceilings repaired 35
Stoves, ranges or coppers rencwed or repaired 44
Broken sashcords rencwed 55
Accumulations of rubbish removed 1%
Defective chimneys or flues remedied 3
Interior of houses renoviated... 15
Storage for food provided ... G
Miscellaneous defects 27
With Respeet to Refuse L’Mﬂ;ﬂ:mh’s.
Houszes inspected 147
Number found with suit: 111!1- receplacles 75
Number found without seitable rec t’ptm‘lt‘ﬁ - T2
MNumber pr-.'l'r'l-:h"d on prelimnary notice fai
Number provided on statutory notice 12
Number supplicd by Local Authority o il
With Respect to Overcrowding.
Rooms measured as to overcrowding o - 15
Overcrowding abated aen ras e 1
With Respect to Dirty Houses.
Ho zez cleansed S =
I\un,'ru'p. [ ||,-"'H!1 "11."(1 “e sas aimm _";J
Dirty W.C. basins cle 1.I1'-|l.‘-|.| 4
Filthy beds or mattresses destroyed ]
With Respect to Water Supply.
Corroded water service pipes renewed to houses 45
Waler service pipes repaired 11
With Respeet to Keeping Animals.
Removal of animals improperly kept s 10
Stable vard paving repaired o
Stables cleansed and limewashed 3
Notices. letters or verbal mstructions re removal of n'mnul i [
With Hespect to Sehools.
Sanilary conveniences ingpecied N
MNusiances remedied 4

Wokrk DoNE IN CONNECTION WITH HOUSES IN WHICH INFECTIOUS
DISEASES OCCURED.
Drain Testing.

- 1
'l:ll;l_,.‘:::l_::llt': ;":L' Mo, found Lo N, fosncl tor Wi foud fo
Disense. | wehichsicrs have slight hive serious have mo
Tesleil. defecis defects, detects
R —————————— — | T |

Searlet Fever . 3l | 3 = )
Diphtheria ... - =l 22 6 3 13
Enteric Fever 1 1 — —_— 1
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The defects discovered were remedied on service of intimation
notices. An entirelv new drainage svstem was found to be necessary
in the case of one house.

.rl'-"!'-‘i':ﬂf-‘r.'.'.'rru_

In connection with 149 cases of infectious disease which were
removed to the Isle of Thanet Isolation Hospital, Haine, or isolated at
home, and other diseases and conditions, the following work was carried
out :—

Disease or Canse, MNumber of Houses. Mumber of Rooms.
Scarlet Fever +4 47
Ihiphtheria 27 28
Enteric Fever 1 1
Encephalitis Lt:*thdrglm 1 1
Phthisis - 53 50
Cancer 12 14
Vermin 9 17
Other Causes 2 2

1449 190

e m—— e

Also 211 sets of bedding, clothing, etc., were removed from houses,
disinfected at the Station and returned. The Corporation’s Disinfecting
Station, in which is installed a Manlove Alliott Steam Disinfector, is
situate in Broad Street, and all articles removed for disinfection are con-
veyed to it in a special coveired van.

The Public Mortuary is on the same premises as the Disinfecting
Station.

During the vear the Police placed in the Mortuary the bodies of 8
persons who had been killed by accident or had died from other causes.

PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS CONTROLLED BY BYE-
LAWS AND REGULATIONS.

Common Lodging Houses.

The number of Common Lodging Houses on the register is now
three, all situate in Central Road. During the year the proprietor of
one lodging house died and his wife was licensed as the registered keeper.
During the year 20 visits of inspection were made and the houses were
found to be conducted in a satisfactory manner. Four defects were dis-
covered and remedied.

Houses Let in Lodgings.

There were fifty of these houses on the register at the end of the
year, to which 52 visits of inspection were made. During the year 18
minor sanitary defects were discovered and remedied and 16 dirty rooms
were cleansed. No prosecution under the Bye-Laws was found necessary.
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laughier Houses,

The number of registered and licensed slaunghter-houses on the
register 1n 1914 and 1925 was as follows :(—

’ I 190k, In January, 1925. In December, 1925,
Registered ... 14 9 3
Licensed ... 1 1 1

15 10 A

—_— — —

There was also one licensed knackers slaughter-house, the license for
which will not be again renewed. 326 inspections of these premises
were made by the Sanitary Inspectors during the year. Notices or
verbal instructions given were attended to in each case and there was no
need for action under the Bye-Laws. The premises have been kept
generally in a satisfactory condition. One old registered slaughter-house

was discontinned as such during the vear and has now been rebuilt and
converted into a motor garage.

Offensive Trades.

The number of offensive trades carried on during the year in the
Borough was 23, as follows:—

Premises. Inspections.
Fish Fryers o 16 48
Marine Store Desllarq 5 20
Fat Melters and Bone Boilers 2 10

All fried fish shops in the Borough are now fitted with modern fish
frying ranges. In four of the fried fish shops the interiors were entirely
renovated and in five cases new up-to-date ranges were fitted to replace
old patterns. No new licences for fried fish shops were granted during
the vear, one application was received and refused.  The existing licences
of three of the premises were transferred to new proprietors. Pro-
ceedings were instituted against a Fat Melter and Bone Boiler under the
Bye-Laws for neglecting to keep the drains on his premises in good order.
A fine of £2 was imposed by the Justices.

Sanitation of Schools.

The two public elementary schools provided by the Local Education
Authority are of much more recent construction than the seven non-
prmlded schools and their equipment and general sanitary condition are
quite satisfactory. The type and arrangement of the sanitary con-
veniences in most of the older schools has been considerably improved
during recent years.

All schools bave lavatory basins and water from the public supply.
These matters are again referred to in a report on the School Medical
Service. It may here be stated that the Medical Officer of Health being
also the School Medical Officer, no difficulty arises in co-ordinating the
public health administrative work with the school medical work, conse-
quently the arrangements for preventing spread of infectious diseases in
schools, for the exclusion of children found to be unfit to attend school,
ete., work gquite smoothly.
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Port Sanitary Administration.

All cases of infections diseases entering the Harbour have the same
prompt attention as is given to all other cases of infectious diseases
occuring within the Borough.

The fn'lkm.'jng information is in accordance with the requimments of
the Ministry of Health, as set out in the form suggested.

FORM A.

Antount of Shipping inspected in the Port Senitary Distriet during the year 1925,

Xumber Inspected,
i ] _| Numhber | Number
e : reporied ol
omr (Toue | B | gene | "B | orde
Cifficer of Saniary | Defective. | Taswed,
Health. Inapecton,
Steamers 4 1565 1 4 i 1
it “Maotor 1 253 —- | - -
arenri 1 Sailing L =L — - — —
Fishing —_ = = = = -
Total Forcign 5 1518 | A | |
Steamers 1 478 — 1 1 1
. . | *Motor o - — = — = =it
LCoastwise - T
{ Sailing: — — == — === ==
Fishingz — = — = = —
Total Coasiwise 1 478 — i i 1
Total Foreign and Coastwise G 23006 1 G 2 2

* Includes mechanically propelled vessels other than steamers.

FORM B.

Rats destroyed in 1925 A S Nil

FORM C.

Plague precantions, measures pgainst rals Nil.

No vessel infected with or suspected of plague or other infectious
disease arrived at the Port during the year, and probably owing to the
work of extermination carried out in previous vears the presence of rats
was not evident. Traps are regularly laid at various places in the
Harbour, but onl}' occasionally are rats caught.

I am indebted to the Harbour Master for the following information
in reference to shipping which entered the Port during the year 1925 :—

Number of Entries. Total Tonnage.
British Vessels (all kinds)
tincluding Ramsgate Fishing Vessels) 3,091 ... 211,435
Foreign Vessels iy 5,254
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FACTORY AND WORKSHOPS ACT, 1901,

Annual Beport of the Medical Ofjicer of Health for the year 1925, for the
Borough of Ramsgate, on the administration of the Factory and
Workshops  Aet, 1901, in connection with Factories, Workshops,
Workplaces and Homework

TABLE 1.

INSPECTION OF FaACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKFLACES.

. | WNumber of
e | Number of | e e
SR | Inspections i 3:.1”’:::‘ | Proseculions,
Factories : | | |
(including Factory Laundries) i 44 3 | e
. |
Workshops : ' |
(including Workshop Laundries) ... 101 i 10 —--
Workplaces : |
{Other than Quiworkers” premises) [
included in Part 3 of this Report)| 24 2 —
2 | |
Total | 165 | 15 -
| ! !

TABLE I1I.

DEFECTS FounDp IN FAcCTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES,

| Number of Defects.
Particulars
| Faouid, Femedicd.
Muisances under the Public Health Act :— |

Want of Cleanliness 2 2
Want of Ventilation... 1 1
Chvercrowding = = —
Want of Drainage to Floors... 1 1
Other Nuisances 3 5
S |.I:]-5-'l1ﬁ_lll{‘il."5'l|. e 2 E
Accommodation L'In'.-auatuhlc s Uuh‘:‘:h“. | ] e
Not Separate for Sexes ...| 1 1

Offences under the Factory and Workshop Act:—
Mlegal Occupation of Underground Bakehouse | 1 { i
Breach of Special Sanitary Reguirements for)

Bakehouses |
Other Offences

—_
e e
s
=}

Total 44 oo 28 28
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TABLE 1II.

HOMEWORK.

Outworkers” Lists. Section 107,
. :
Lises received from Employers.
| Sending twice in A year Sending once in i vear.
MATUERE OF WORK | Oubwor kers, | Onlworkers
'l 3 - | |
Lists ; boagrn | Limls
Caon Wark ' . e
[traciors men Ll ri bovrs, !'|.1|.|H AR LS
\ |
Making Wearing Apparvel ..., 22 | 20 il )
Furniture and Upholstery ...] 2 =l 2 [ | i
Other Trades v | | = |
; == TSAT T
Total eal 24 22 12 11
== S s
. : .
Notices served on Occupiers) [ {
ag to kecping or sending| '
hists : I
Making "L"'.'-r:u'in_lq Apparel | ] |
Furniture and Upholstery ...} 1 :
| ——| '
Total | aQ ]
| | | |

TABLE IV.

REGISTERED WORKSHOPS.

Workshops on the Begisber (5. 130) ag the end of Lhe year. I Number
1 -
Bakehouses 38
Dressmukers and Milliners e Afy 13
Tailors and Bootmakers ... s
Laundries | i
Building Trade ... 24l 40
Upholsterers ... . : 3
Engineers and Whitesmiths |
Printers wrs 5
Miscellaneous ... aas 3%
|
Total 156




ITABLE V.

OTHER MATTERS.

Class, | Numboy

Matters notified to H.M. Inspector of Factories : {

Failure to affix Abstract of the Factory and)

Workshop Act

Action taken in matters referred by HUAL
Inspector of Factories as remediable under
the Public Health Acts, but not under the
Factory and Workshops Acts :—

MNotified by H.M. Inspector 1
Reports {of action taken) sent to H.A.
Inspector S 1
Other

Underground Bakehouses :
Certifieates granted during the yvear
In use at the end of the yvear f

Bakelhouses.

The number of bakehouses in the Borough and on the Register at
the end of the year was 38, and of these 4 are underground bakehouses,
two underground bakehouses were removed from the Register during
the vear. The number of notices served and verbal notices given in
connection with bakehouses during the year was 15 and 92 inspections
were made. The notices served were 8 as to lime washing and 7 for
other defects, which included defective W.C.'s and sanitary fittings,
dirty floors, repairs to floors, etc., which were in each case remedied.
In one bakehouse the old furnace ovens were abolished and new steam
ovens fitted.

Proceedings were taken under the Factory and Workshop Act
against a person setting up an underground bakehouse in contravention
of the Act. Upon giving an undertaking that it would not be used for
such a purpose again and being the first case of its kind which had been

before the Court, the Justices dismissed the summons on payment of
costs.
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FOOD.
Milk Supply.

The average number of milch cows in the cowsheds during the vear
was 121. These cows were inspected twice during the year by the
Council’s Veterinary Inspector and, with one exception, were found to be
in a healthy condition.

The unhealthy cow was destroyed.

DAIRIES.
Number on the Register on 31st December, 1925 16
Notices served on Occupiers 6
Inspections 3&
COWSHEDS.
Number on the Register on 31st December, 1925
(3 registered persons) 8
Notices served on Occupiers .- 5
Inspections 32
MILKSHOPrS AND PLh‘v’LYDRH,
Number on the Register on 31st December, 1925 25
Notices served ... 9
Inspections - . 75

Two applications were rmmved from peranns demrﬂus csf being
registered 1o sell milk. They were both refused on the grounds r;-f
unsuitable premises, under the powers conferred by the Ramsgate Cor-
poration Act 1922. Under the Milk (Special Designations) Orvder, 1923,
two dairymen have been granted a ** Dealer’s Licence " to sell * Certified
Milk.” The dairyman who held a licence to sell * Pasteurised Milk ™
did not apply for its renewal. Numerous cumpl:unts were received of
roundsmen bottling milk in the public streets, and in consequence a milk
roundsman was proceeded against under the Milk Regulations in force in
the Borough for bottling milk in the street in bottles which had been
previously used and returned to him, without the same having been
washed, scalded, and drained before again being used. The Justices
imposed a fine of £2 and issued a warning from the Bench to roundsmen,
that any future cases would be severely dealt with.

Public Healeh (Milk and Cream) Eegqulations, 1912 and 1917,
Report for the year ending 31st December, 1925,

All samples of Milk and Cream were taken in accordance with the
provisions of the Sale of Food and Drugs Act.

(1) =Mk, and Cream not sold as Preserved Cream.

(b)
i) : Number in which Preservalive
Number of Samples examined was reparied o be present, and
for the presence of 2 Preservative, percenlage of Preservalive

found in each swmple,

Milk: . ... - 38 Nil
Cream | Mil

Nature of Preservative in each case in column (b)Y and action taken under the Regulations
in regard to it.
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(2)—Cream sold as Preserved Cream.

(@) Instances in which samples have been submitted for analysis to
ascertain if the statements on the labels as to preservatives were

correct.
(i) Correct statements made 4
(i) Statements incorrect . . Nil
Total ... 4
(i11) Percentage of preservative Percentage stated on
found in each sample. Statutory Label.
Sample No. 300 ... 0:35% Boric Acid. Not to exceed 0'4% Boric Acid
SEIInl]}u HD. \]D] EE 0.28?:;': B L3 ay i
Sﬁmplﬂ ND. 332 saw ﬂ*-"]l'l.;-;; i T i 0
Sample No. 303 ... 0°31% o 4 . 7
(b) Determinations made of milk fat in cream sold as preserved cream :
(i) Above 35 per cent. -4
(i1) Below 35 per cent. e Nil

{(¢) Instances where (apart from analysis) the requirements as to
labelling or declaration of preserved cream in Article V. (1)
and the proviso in Article V. (2) ot the Regulations have not

been observed B 5|
(d) Particulars of each case in which Regulations have not been
complied with and action taken = R 1|
(3) Thickening substances —Any evidence of their addition to
cream or to preserved cream. Action taken where found ... Nil
(4) Other observations, if any s Nik

Meat and Other Foods.

A large proportion of the meat sold in the Borough i1s imported
foreign meat, three of the most important firms engaged in the meat
importing trade have depots in the town from which meat i1s distributed
to retailers in all parts of the Isle of Thanet.

Efforts are made to supervise the meat killed in the Borough as
thoroughly as possible. Persons engaged in the slaughter of animals for
human consumption are now required to give notice of the hours when
slaughtering will take place, but the hours when this may be done, are
not restricted by the Regulations, and notices have been received from
butchers of their intention to slaughter as early as 7 a.m. and as late as
9 p.m. and also on Sundays, and in the summer season slaughtering is
carried on in some of the slaughter-houses every day of the week. In-
spection of all carcases and organs of animals slaughtered in the 10
scattered private slaughter-houses in use in the Borough is arranged for
as far as practicable under the existing circumstances.

Through an insurance scheme the butchers in the Borough are
covered against loss arising from any meat being condemned and inti-
mation is always given to the Health Departiment as to any carcase,
organs, etc., diseased or suspected to be diseased. Meat exposed for
sale and fish at the Fish Market and in shops are also supervised.
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No seizure of meat or any other food was made during the year,
the unsound food voluntarily surrendered is given in a list which follows.

The Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924, came into operation on
the 1st day of April, 1925, and added considerably to the work of the
Sanitary Department. Before the appointed day arrived, an inspection
was made of all premises in the Borough where meat was stored or sold,
and which would be affected by these Regulations, for the purpose of
bringing about any alterations to the premises required for compliance
with the Regulations. The premises inspected included :—

10 Slaughter-houses.

40 Butchers' Shops.

4+ Wholesale (Imported Meat) Meat Stores.
73 Grocers and Provision Shops.

In several instances considerable structural alterations to slaughter-
houses and shops were necessary, and a re-arrangement of the methods
in vogue in carrying on the trade dealing with the storage and distribu-
tion of meat was found necessary in a number of the premises.

MNatters requiring allention were as follows :—
SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.

Food being prepared in slaughter-house

o
Unsuitable articles stored in 2
Unsuitable position of water elosel 1
Unsuitable position of manure pit 1
BUTCHEE SHOPS
& MEAT STORES.
Water-closet ventilating into meat stores T 4
Improper receptacles for the storage of trimmings, ete. ... 35
Dirty walls and ceilings of meat stores van 9
Miscellaneous repairs and other matters g LA
GROCERS AKND
PROVISION SHOPS,
Water-closet ventilating into shop ... 1
Meat stored in unsuitable places . 2
Dirty walls, floors and ceilings of stores sia 4

All these defects were remedied upon the notice of the occupiers
Leing called to them. A special survey of the windows of the 40
Butchers’ Shops was made with regaid to suitability of their construction
to ** guard against the contamination of the meat therein by flies and
prevent mud, filth and other contaminating substance being splashed or
blown thereon ” with the following results :—

Shop windows with peimanent fixed plate glass fronts ... 17

Shop windows with moveable glass shutters o e B

Shop windows with moveable hung sashes s A

Fixed plate glass windows, although not made compulsory by the
Regulations, must be considered as the only satisfactory method for a
butcher's shop front, this being the method which affords in all weathers
the desired protection of meat exposed to contamination (particularly
dust) when placed for sale in windows. Tradesmen when delivering
meat in baskets, etc., were required to provide coverings by means of lids
or clean cloths. Persons engaged in the handling and transport of meat



=5

36 UNSQUND FOOD.

at the Wholesale Depots were provided with clean and washable head
coverings and overalls. In two instances butchers have installed
complete refrigerator plants for meat storage on their premises.

The arrangements by which vendors of shellfish have cockles, etc,,
sterilised at the Council’s Shellfish Station, was continued and a total of
31,723 gallons of cockles were dealt with during the year. If intended
for censumption in the Borough no charge is mady for sterilisation ; but
if intended for export to other districts a nominal charge of one shilling a
bushel 15 made.

During the summer months considerable trade is done by vendors of
ice cream from stalls and barrows on the sands and other places in the
Borough. The premises on which this ice cream i1s made and stored and
the stalls from which it is sold were inspected, 68 visits of inspection were
made to 23 vendors from barrows, etc., and to 38 shops, restaurants, etc.,
at which it was sold. Generally speaking the premises are kept ina
satisfactory condition.

; UNSCOUND FOOD.
VOLUNTARILY SURRENDERED DURING 1925.

Carcases condemned for Tuberculosis.

| Weght.
| r ! . . .
. o a Number of Amimals of which|{Number of Animals of which|
Antmals Affected, :“":T;::;ir::Ir“::;"f:ﬁ;:#htzn pards of Carcase and all  |hedds and Longies only werd Tobal
ks | organs were condenned, coademned. | Waght
- ol s v ML
Cows 2 i Nil a 1,172
Pigs 9 | 1 ' 20 | 1158
I |
[ S AP
| [ 2310
i
Food condemmned for other reasons.
Article. : Caondition. | Total Weight in 1bs.
i
4 Pigs .| Erysipelas | 437
1 Pig i 2 Accidem 54
33 Carcases of Imported Lamb al1d| Extensive ** black
parts : 5 spot 1,151
A Carcases of Imported Pork = Decomposed | 446
Beef, Imported Fore and Hind Quarmr:«;l Decomposed [ 289
Tripe, imported wse|  Unsound | 18
Bullocks" Offal, various ... vl Unsound | 120
Prawns S s el LUnsound 596
Fish (Wet) verl  Unsound | 539
Fish {Dry) o  Decomposed : 37
|
‘ 4,028
Total weight condemned - 2 tons 16 cwt. 2 qrs. 101bs.

Other unsound food articles were imported, cherries (440 pounds),

954 imported eggs, and 105 tons of potatoes being part of a ship’s cargo
unloaded in the Harbour.
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SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.
During the year 100 samples (36 formal and 46 informal) were

taken by the Senior Sanitary Ilispu.,tnr, who is the Officer appointed
under the Acts, and submitted for analysis to the Public Analyst.

Artecle, Sample it ol Bl Tatal
Milk ../ Formal i 32 4 36
Milk .. Informal | - 1 1
Separated \IltL . Formal — : 1 1
Butier .« Formal 4 4
Butter oo, Informal 4 4
Lard el Informal 4 4
Margarine ... el Informal L] - ]
Cheese weet Informal <+ 4
Cream oot Imformal 3 - 3
"'mulmﬂ;e \I-.'-al ool Formal < i 5
Vinegar " ... Formal 4 | - +
Camphorated C'!l . Informal 4 - x 4
Sponge Cake eee Imformal + | = +
White Pepper et Informal + i = 4
Baking Powder cee Informal < | — | +
Condensed Milk I |
(full Cream)  Formal 4 — ; +
Condensed Milk |
{(Machine Skimmed) Informal = 1 | 4
Condensed Milk [
iMachine Skimmed) Formal 2 | - | 2

Particulars of the eight samples reported by the Public Analyst to
be not genuine, and action taken in regard to each of these samples:—

i [
Identification |

No. of Sample | Article, | Resull of Analysis, | Action Taken, t Resull,
—— =
258 | Milk | 10% of Extranecus, Legal Proceedings| Case Withdrawn
| Water
251 | Separated i Containing colour-| Legal Proceedings| Fined 10/-
Mk | ing matter
262 Milk | 7% of Extraneous | Legal Proceedings, Dismissed (Hunt
| | Water v, Richardson
| | defence)
1
263 Milk 13%, of Extrancous| Legal Prm'cedings; Dismissed (Hunt
Water | | wv. Richardson .
| | ' defencel
276 Condensed | Contained only | Informal Sample | Vendor cautioned
Milk 2489 of Milk |
{Machine Sohds |
Skimmed) |
288 Milk 1539, deficient in fat| Legal Proceedings Fined £1
08 Milk . 8%, deficient in fat| Informal Sample Vendor cautioned
311 Sausage | 31"l grains per Ib.| Legal Procecdings Fined £2
Meat | of Borie Acid
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Note on Samples 258, 262 and 263 :—

No. 258 was taken from a retailer. Nos. 262 and 263 were taken
on delivery at the Railway Station. Hunt v. Richardson defence was set
up by the defendant regarding samples 262 and 263, and the cases were
dismissed.

The proceedings against the vendor of sample 258 which came from
the same supply, was then withdrawn by the prosecution.

8.—Public Health Staff.

There are no part-time officers on the staffl of the Health Depart-
ment and contributions under Public Health Acts or Exchequer grants
are made towards the salaries of the Medical Officer of Health, the
Sanitary Inspectors and the Health Visitors.

The Staff consists of :—

One Medical Officer of Health, who is also School Medical Officer
and Borough Bacteriologist.

One Sanitary Inspector, who is Inspector under the Sale of Food
and Drugs Acts, and Officer under the Rats and Mice
{Destruction) Act.

One Assistant Sanitary Inspector, holding Meat Inspector’s Certifi-
cate of the Royal Sanitary Institute.

Four Health Visitors, two of whom in addition to being trained
Nurses, hold the Certificate of the Central Midwives' Board.

Two Clerks.

Two Disinfectors.

HOUSING.
[.—GENERAL HousinGg CONDITIONS.

1. During the past five yvears no appreciable amelioration in the
situation arising from the shortage of housing accommoda-
tion has been effected. Existing houses suitable for the
working classes on becoming vacant have always been offered
for sale with possession and are not again let at rentals.
Also, many larger houses constructed for use by one family
only, have been let out in rcoms to two or three separate
families, this leading to undesirable conditions.

2. (a) Extent of Shortage—In the Survey undertaken at the end
of 1919 it was estimated that 387 additional houses for the
working classes were required. The estimated population of
the Borough in 1920 was 29,338, at mid-year 1925 it was
estimated to be 30,470, and there 1s little doubt that at least
400 additional houses are required to relieve the position.

(b) Measures contemplated to meet shortage.—The Housing
Scheme of the Local Authority provides for the erection of
352 subsidised houses to be let at weekly rentals. At the
end of 1925 work was commenced for the erection of
18 of these houses on land purchased by the Council, and
another contract for the immediate erection of a further 80
houses will be entered into.
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A private speculator obtained the sanction of the Council for the
erection of 260 houses (without subsidy), the first 30 of these
houses on completion were purchased at £500 and £600 each
with the assistance of Building Societies, and immediately
occupied. A few houses have been built by small builders for
sale at about £330 exch, and others are in course of erection.

3. Possible increase in population.—The full development of the
St. Lawrence Cliffs Estate on the western side of the
Borough would lead to an increase in population, and some
increase may be expected in connection with the re-arrange-
ment of the staff of the Southern Railway following com-
pletion of the new engine sheds, ete., in the Borough.

Any increase which may aris: from developments of the East
Kent Coal Fields will be at a more distant date.

Il —OVERCROWDING.

Numerous serious cases of overcrowding are known to exist in the
Borough, the chief cause being the shortage of housing accommeodation.
Another very important cause, and one which is of course connected
with this shortage, is the exorbitant rentals asked from sub-tenants for
rooms. Experience proves that not all sub-tenants are aware of their
remedy for such excessive demands by procedure under the Rent and
Mortgages Interest Restriction Act, 1923, and that others who may
know of the existence of that Act are unwilling to face the unpleasant-
ness involved or unable to emplov a solicitor to institute proceedings.
Such conditions are likely to continue while alternative accommodation
does not exist. The high rentals asked for decontrolled houses is also a
factor in this connection. The objection of tenants to let rooms to
parents with children presents great difficulties for married couples who
start life in one room in securing suitable accommodation on the number
of their children increasing.

HousEs.

1. (@) The general standard of housing in the Borough is satis-
factory except in the older parts of the town where there is a large
number of houses having basement kitchens and scullery, some of the
houses can only be considered as quite unfit for human habitation, and
most of these are within the arcas reported upon as * unhealthy areas.”

() The defects found to exist in unht houses consist chiefly of
dilapidations of structure owing to age, badly constructed drainage,
leaky roofs, dampness of basements, etc.

(¢) Proper periodical inspection and prompt attention to external
painting and repair work as needed would prevent most of the defects
found, but it is a fact that considerable pressure has to be exercised to
induce owners of property or their agents to incur expense for repairs
which are absolutely necessary. Thﬂ low rentals obtainable when dwell-
ings are subject to the terms of the Rent Restriction Acts certainly often
results in property being allowed to deteriorate, and of the defects found
many more are due to lack of proper management and supervision by
owners than to waste or neglect on the part of tenants.
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2. —General action taken as regards Unfit Houses.

Defective conditions discovered by inspection of houses on com-
plaint being received or otherwise are remedied and, if necessary, action
to this end is taken under the Public Health Acts. Systematic inspec-
tion is carried out under the Housing (Inspection of District) Regulations
and many defects thus discovered are remedied, but so long as the
existing very serious shortage of housing accommodation obtains it will
not be practicable to apply Closing Orders, ete., in respect of occupied
dwellings.

Details of action taken during the vear 1925 are given in the table
of housing statistics which follows.

3. —Difficulties encountered in remedying unfitness.

The chief difficulty in having repair work, etc., carried out is due to
the increased and heavy charges made by builders for this class of work.
No special action has been taken regarding better management of
properties by owners and no back-to-back houses exist in the Borough.

4. —Ccnditions as affected by water supply, ete.

An excellent constant supply of water is provided to all dwelling
houses in the Borough, and with the exception of a few houses on the
outskirts, all dwellings have modern water closets connected to the
efficient water carriage system.

Daily collection of house refuse is carried out, each house having a
suitable refuse receptacle with a moveable cover: all such rafuse is
disposed of at the refuse destructor.

IV.—UNHEALTHY AREAS.

Following the survey as to housing needs in the Borough at the
end of the year 1919, representations were made in regard to four
“ unhealthy areas,” and at the end of the vear 1925 details as to dealing
with one of these areas—the Ratcliff Square area—by means of an
improvement scheme were still under consideration by the Town Council
in consultation with the Ministry of Health.

V.—BYE-LAWS RELATING TO Housgs, To HousEs
LET 1IN LobcIinNnGgs, ETc.

1. The working of the existing bye-laws as regards the control of
houses after erection may be considered satisfactory.

2. Revised building bve-laws have been submitted for the approval
of the Ministry of Health.

VI.—MISCELLANEOQUS.

During the year sewers were laid in the West Dumpton area and
34 houses in that district were connected. In the new St. Lawrence
Cliffs Estate roads have been made, sewers laid, gas and water mains
laid, and the development of this Estate would mean a very considerable
addition of better class houses in the Borough.
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HousiNGg STATISTICS FORE THE YEak 19235,

Number of new houses erected during the year :—
(a) Total (including numbers given separately under (b))
(b} With State assistance under the Housing Acts :
(I.) By the Local Authority
(I1.) By other bodies or persons

1.— Unfit Duwelling Houses.

Inspection.—(1) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts)

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing (Inspection of
District) Regulations 1910, or the Housing Con-
solidated Kegulations 1925

{3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head) found

not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation

2. — Remedy of defeets witiout service of formal Notices.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in con-
sequence of informal action by the Local Authority or
their Officers

3. —Action under Statulory Powers.
(A)—Proceedings under section 3 of the Housing Act, 1925.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs

FEE

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices :—

(a) By owners 5
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners .
(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which

Closing Orders became operative in pursuance of
declarations by owners of intention to close

{B)—Proceedings under Public Health Acts.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be remedied

41

106

Nil
26

310

193

Nil

Nil
Nil

Nil

199
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(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal notices : —

(a) By owners ... o

(b) By Local Authority in default of owners ... Nil

(C)—Proceedings under sections 11, 14, and 15 of the
Housing Act, 1923.

(1) Number of representations made with a view to the

making of Closing Orders |
(2) Number of dwelling-houses in respect uf uhu*h Ctnsmﬂ
Orders were made |

(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect t}f which lemg
Orders were determined, the dwelling-houses having

been rendered fit Nil
(4) Number of dwelling-houses in respect nf “h:{‘h ]]emﬂh-

tion Orders were made ... 1
(3) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance of

Demolition Orders 1

An old six-room house was found to be in a dangerous state and
unfit for habitation. It was voluntarily demolished upon the owner's
attention being called to it.

Inerease of Rent ( Eesiriclion) det

The Senior Sanitary Inspector is the Officer who 1nspects dwelling
houses with regard to the granting of Certificates under the Act. During
the year application was received from the tenants of two houses for
Certificates that the dwelling houses were * Not kept in a reasonable
state of repair.” A Certificate was granted by the Council in both cases.
In each case the work necessary to cause the dwelling houses to be put
into a reasonable state of repair were carried out by the owner. In one
case the landlord, after having carried out the work, applied to the
Council for a Certificate under Sec. 3, sub-section 2 of the 1923 Act, on
the ground the work has been executed to the satisfaction of the Sanitary
Authority. The Certificate was granted.
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Ophthalmic Surgeon :
G. E. HaLsTEAD, M.D., B.S., B.Sc.,, B.A. (Lond.)

X-Ray Treatment of Ringworm—

B. H. PaLMER, M.A., M.B., B.Ch. (Camb.), M.R.C.S. (Eng.)
L.R.C.P. (Lond.).

Operative Treatment of Tonsils and Adenoids—

(The Hon. Surgeons of the Ramsgate Generul Hospital).

K. G. Hicks, M.R.C.S. (Eng.). L.R.C.P. (Lond.)
E. Fisk, M.D., B.S. (Lond.), M.R.C.S. (Eng.};, L.R.C.P. (Lond.)
A. ]J. K. DrRew, M.R.C.S. (Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.)
W. J. DunrLeopr, F.R.C.5.1.,, L.R.C.P.L.

Dental Surgeon—
W. . Harrom, L.D.S., R.C.5 (Eng.)

Health Visitors—

*Miss E. SMITH. Miss A. ASHWELL.
*Miss G. CLAKK. Miss R. HOwELLS.
*Certificated Midwife, Central Midwives Board.

Clerks—
S. GORHAM. A. SAWORD.

School Medical Officer and Medical Officer of Health—
W. J. BANNISTER, M.D., B.S., B.A.O. (Q.U. Belf.), D.P.H. (Lond.)
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ANNUAL REPORT

O THE

SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE

For the Year ended 3lst December, 1925

1. Staff.

The whole-time officers on the staff of the Schoel Medical Service
are the School Medical Officer, who is also the Medical Officer of
Health, the four Health Visitors, and two Clerks who devote one half of
their time to clerical work in connection with the Service. The re-
arrangement of the work of the Health Visitors by which each Nurse
carries out in the area assigned to her all the health visiting and school
work required in that area has worked satisfactorily during the year.
It has proved to be an economical arrangement, rendering visits to a
home by more than one Nurse unnecessary and enahhng each Nurse to
become familiar with the conditions of the families in her area.

2. Co-ordination.
(a) Infant and Child Welfare :

The Clinics at the Maternity Centre are attended by the Health
Visitors who thus know many of the children from birth till the time
they reach school age and the medical records kept at the Infant Welfare
Clinics in due course are filed with and supplement records of routine
:medical inspections at the schools.

(b) Nursery Schools :
There are no Nursery Schools in the Borough.

(c) Care of Debilitated Children under School Age :

As Medical Officer of Health the School Medical Officer administers
the infant welfare scheme on behalf of the Maternity and Child Welfare
Committee of the Council, and each Health visitor follows up each child
born in the area in which she works and reports on debilitated children
under school age in the homes visited, steps being taken to have such
children dealt with at the Infant Clinic or other arrangements made as
indicated.

3. School Hygiene.

The general hygienic conditions, equipment, lighting, etc., of the
two provided schools are quite satisfactory. The standard of efficiency
as regards lighting, ventilation and equipment varies considerably in the
seven non-provided schools, some of which are old buildings of defective
design and badly situated and cannot be considered to comply with
modern requirements. Some improvements have been effected in recent
years but the requirements of the Board of Education following a report
from their Architect have not yet been complied with.
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Considerable improvement in equipment was made during the vear
by supplying a total of 328 new desks to the schools to replace obsolete
desks. Of this total however, 174 were provided in connection with the
conversion of St. George's Schools into the new Central School.

4. Medical Inspection.

Routine Medical Inspections are always carried out in the school
premises; in the most recently constructed schools a special room for
these inspections is provided, but at the other schools children are
examined either in the Head Teacher's room or more usually in a
classroom, which, when possible, is temporarily vacated, the children
being sent to another classroom or to the school playground. The
Head Teachers heartilv co-operate in securing the best arrangements at
their schools for the conduction of the inspections, but at some schools
it is quite impossible to secure reasonably satisfactory conditions,
unavoidable noise rendering accurate examinations difficult, and testing
of acuity of hearing by means of the whisper test impracticable, while
poor lighting of some of the rooms used renders difficult the testing of
the acuity of vision.

The total accommodation at the schools 1s tor 4,629 children, the
average number on the registers during the vear, was 4,452 and the
average attendance was 3,879.

(@) Age Groups Inspected.

“ Entrants ™ ... Children admitted during the year
Number Inspected Lo L |
“ Intermediates ™ ... Children between 8 and 9 years of age.
Number Inspected A 385
“ 1 eavers ™ i __ Children between 12 and 13 years of age
. and children over 13 vears of age who

have not already been examined afler
reaching the age of 12 vears.
Number mzpected 405
The number of children inspected in the Intermediate group includes
189 children who were between the ages of 7 and 8 on the first day of
the calendar vear. Draft regulations dated 19th February, 1925, which
thus defined this group were not confirmed and the Board of Education
(Special Services) Regulations, dated 18th August, 1925, provides for the
inspection of children in this group “as soon as possible in the 12 months
following their attaining the age of 8 years.”
(b) The Schedule of the Board of Educaltion was followed.
(c) Steps taken to secure the earlier ascertainment of Crippling Defects.

Defects in children of the code age groups are detected at the
Routine Inspections, also by the examination of * Specials,’, ie.,
children of any age presented for examination by the Head Teachers at
each visit of the School Medical Officer to the Departments for the
purpose of conducting Routine Medical Inspections, or specially sent
through various agencies for examination to the School Inspection
Clinic at the Health Office on account of suspected illness or defect.
The number of special cases examined at the Schools during the year was
26 and the number examined at the School Clinic, which is open on five
mornings each week, was 845.
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(d) Extent to which disturbance of School arrangements was involved

by the Medical Inspections.

Reference has already been made to the unavoidable disturbance
caunsed by the necessarv vacating at times of classrooms while Routine
Medical Inspections are conducted therein.

Many of the Head Teachers show a sympathetic interest in the

work, and all possible is done to minimise the disturbance to school
arrangements.

5 Findings of Medical Inspections.
ia) Uncleanliness.

In addition to the Routine examination of children' by the School
Medical Officer systematic surveys of all children in the schools were
carried out by the Health Visitors. At the Routine Inspections during
the year, out of a total of 1,389 children, 13 or 093 per cent. were found
to have unclean hair, and at the 99 surveys as to the cleanliness of skin,
hair, scalp and clothing, 14,985 examinations of children were made by
the Health Visitors who found 18 children verminous and 70 with very
nitty hair. These children were excluded from school and their homes
visited by the Realth Visitors who explained to the parenis or guardians
measures indicated for the proper cleansing of the children. Printed
directions are also given at these visits stating the necessity for prompt
action in the matter and that the child will not be re-admitted to school
until certified by the Schoal Medical Officer at the School Clinic to have
been cleansed and all mits to have been removed. During the year 3
children who were verminous and 10 children who had very nitty hair
were at subsequent surveys again excluded owing to these conditions and
during the vear 1 child had to be excluded on three occasions owing to the
very nitty condition of her hair.

These survevs, which are always made on *“ surprise ™ wvisits to the
schools and the subsequent procedure outlined have effected considerable

improvement as regards the cleanliness of the person and clothing of the
children.

Parents who do not cleanse their children within a period of seven
days from date of exclusion from school and service of notice are proceeded
against under the School Attendance Bye-Laws. This procedure has
proved to be quite efficient and the loss of attendance due to exclusion
from school owing to uncleanliness has very considerably decreased
during recent years.

During the vear legal proceedings had to be instituted in two
instances only=—one case being dismissed on payment of 3/- costs and in

the other a fine of 3/- being imposed, as compared with 6 instances in
1923 and 2 in 1924,

{(b) Minor Ailments.

The minor ailments found during the year at the Routine Inspections
and at the Inspection Clinic are detailed in Official Table II., and the
number of children treated for these defects are summarised in Official
Table IV. DBoth these tables will be found at the end of the report.
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It may here be stated that during the year 15 new cases of scalp
ringworm came under observation as compared with 12 in 1924 ; 5 cases
of scabies as compared with 17 in 1924 ;: 162 cases of impetigo, as
compared with 177 in 1924 ; 30 cases of external eye disease, as compared
with 50 in 1924 ; 25 cases of ear disease or otorrhoea as compared with

22 in 1924,

(c) Tonsils and Adenoids,

During the year a total of 96 children were found to have enlargement
of their tonsils or adenoid tissue which required treatment of some kind.
The abnormal condition of the noses and throats of many of these children
were found to yield to indirect treatment, such as the removal of carious
teeth, etc., and 25 only received operative treatment for the removal of
the growths.

(d) Tuberculosis.

Five children in a pre-tubercular condition came under observation
during the year, 3 children with definite pulmonary tuberculosis and 2 who
were suspected to be so suffering came under observation at the School
Clinic or at the examination of * specials " at the schools. These children
and 12 others tound to be suffering from non-pulmonary tuberculosis were
referred by the School Medical Officer for treatment and observation to
the Tuberculosis Officer at the County Council’s Dispensary in the town
In the absence of an open-air school in the Borough, many of these
children have to be excluded from school for long peumln

(e), (f) and (h), Skin Disease, External Eve Disease and Ear Disease.
Referred to under heading ** Minor Ailments.”
(g) Vision.

During the year the number of children found to have defective vision,
squint or symptoms of eye strain, and who were referred for further
‘examination by the Education Committee’s Ophthalmic Surgeon was: At
the Routine Inspections 82, among ** specials " 33.

(1) Dental Defects.

In Table 1V., Group IV., which follows will be found a summary of
the work at the inspections at the schools and of treatment at the Dental
Clinic at the Health Office. At the routine medical inspections at the
schools the School Medical Officer found that 653 of the 1,389 children
inspected had teeth in a perfectly sound condition.

(f) Crippling Depects.

Various degrees of crippling were caused by Tuberculosisiu the cases
already referred to and 14 children who had deformities came under
observation, these included loss of fingers or limbs, the result of trauma
or other causes, paralysis of different degrees tollowing infantile paralysis
and the result of old rickets.

Vaccinal Condition.

At the routine medical inbpc{,tiuns it was found that of the 571
Entrants examined only 227 (or 39°75%) were vaccinated, of 383 Inter-
mediates only 169 (or 43:89%) and of the 405 Leavers 205 (or 50°619%).
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It is regrettable that over 53% of these children were not protected
against small-pox,

6. Infectious Diseases.

There was no exceptional prevalence of infectious disease during
1925 and no action was taken under Article 45 (b) or 37 of the Code
Regulations.

Throughout the vear the School Medical Officer authorised the
exclusion of children when their exclusion was desirable to prevent the
spread of infectious diseases, on the ground that their uncleanly or
verminous condition was detrimental to the other scholars, or on the
ground that owing to their state of health or their physical or mental
defects, they were incapable of receiving proper benefits from the
instruction in school.

Certificates of exclusion are brought to the notice of the School
Attendance Officers who inform the Head Teachers. Children so excluded
are not re-admitted to school until the School Medical Officer is satisfied
that they can attend school without risk to themselves or others. The
School Attendance Officers and the Head Teachers give information to
the School Medical Officer in reference to children who are absent from
school owing to illnesses which possibly may be infectious, and all such
cases are Investigated.

During the year the number of intimations received from the Head
Teachers was 200, these included intimation in reference to 138 children
who were suffering from or suspected to be suffering from Measles, 26
from Chicken-pox, 10 from Whooping Cough and 17 from Mumps.

Children suffering from infectious diseases and contacts living in
infected houses are excluded from school in accordance with the definite
periods set out in the Board’s Memorandum of Closure of and Exclusion
from school.

7, Following-up Work.
Work of Health Visitors.

The Health Visitors attend the routine medical and dental inspections,
the School Clinics and the special treatment clinics, and follow up at the

homes children found to be suffering from defects with a view to securing
adequate treatment.

As will be seen from the Tables, most of the children suffering from
minor ailments were dealt with at the School Treatment Clinic, which
they continued to attend until cured. A large number of children were
dealt with at the special treatment clinies ; of 274 children found to have
defective vision who were referred for refraction no fewer than 261 were
dealt with at the Eye Clinic; of 441 children referred for dental treatment
311 received treatment at the Dental Clinic. It is chiefly in connection
with children who need treatment and whose parents promise the School
Medical Officer at Inspections or the Health Visitors at the homes that
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they will secure treatment privately, that difficulty arises. Too often it is
found on re-visitation of these homes that the [_'l"lI'Ll'Il'b have failed to carry
out their promises and are still unwilling to avail of the facilities for
treatment afforded by the Education Committee.

In connection with many such cases the co-operation of the Head
Teachers is sought, in others the members of the Children’s Aid Com-
mittee have been successful in having adequate treatment secured. In
this connection the Health Visitors during the vear made 2,799 visits to
1,195 individual children at their homes.

8 Medical Treatment.

The arrangements in connection with the payment by parents for
medical treatment of their children, through the clinics provided by the
Education Committee, which were approved by the Board of Education
and were fully stated in a previous annual report, continued during the
vear.

The total amount paid in respect of such treatment in accordance
with the scales was £45 3s.

(a) Minor Atlments.

The School Treatment Clinic 1s held on five mornings each week
when the schools are in session and during school hoelidavs as required.
The great majority of children suffering from minor ailments are treated
at this Clinic till cured. The Health Visitors carry out treatment under
the general supervision of the School Medical Officer. In cases in which
proper supplementary treatment is found not to have been carried out at
the home, the parents are visited and a demonstration of the correct
methods of applying remedies, etc., there given by the Health Visitors.

Many of the parents attend at this clinic with their children thus
learning correct methods of dealing with minor ailments.

The following summary shows the cases dealt with and the number
of attendances at the School Clinic during the yvear :—

Dizsease or Condition. No of Children. Attendances
[IIIp{:hﬁn 143 1,315
Verminous I]'I'lpﬂtl""t) 2 19
Eczema, Seborrhoea, elc. ... 46 245
Abscesses, "b.'b"hitinws, Cuts, Burns,

Abrasions, etc.... 261 2,009
Ringworm of Scalp 15 324
Ringworm of Body 8 67
Scabies ... L bl
External Eve I.}lstiﬂ""-l.."": 38 206k
Otorrhoea 17 116
Nose, Mouth and Thrﬂﬂ.l‘ Lnndnmns 74 227
Tuberculosis, all forms 4 57
Other Diseases or Conditions 548 1,845

1,170 6,528

——— i —
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In addition 70 children who were convalescent from or contacts of
infectious disease made 105 attendances at the clinic for examination as
to their fitness to attend schoaol.

X-Ray Treatment for Scalp Ringworm.

This treatment is administered by means of the Education Com-
mittee’s apparatus at the Health Office by Dr. B. H. Palmer, and during
the vear one child received X-Ray treatment.

(b) Tonsils and Adenoids.

During the vear 96 children who required some form of treatment on
account of abnormal conditions of their tonsils or adenoid tissue came
under obgervation. These children had various degrees of excessive or
unhealthy naso-pharyngeal tissue, which was not due to temporary
inflammation, for which different forms of treatment—from the removal
of a septic tooth to the removal of the tissue by operation—were indicated.
As a rule children are not referred for operative treatment for these
conditions until measures directed to obtaining a healthier state of the
mouth and naso-pharynx fail, after a reasonable trial, to produce improve-
ment. Many of the cases vielded to the practice of regular breathing
-exercises following dental treatment.

During the year twenty-five children were operated on for the removal
of enlarged tonsils or adenoids ; two of these received treatment privately,
and twenty-three at the Ramsgate General Hospital through the Educa-
tion Committee's scheme, under which the Hospital authorities were
paid £1 11s. 6d. in respect of three children of a group of seven or eight
and £1 for the others. Parents of children about to be operated on
receive instructions from the School Medical Officer in reference to the
preparation of their children, and after the operation every effort is made
to follow up each child to ensure the continuation of regular breathing
exercises and teeth cleaning.

fe¢) Tuberculosis.

It has been stated previously that children found at the inspections
to be suffering from tuberculosis, and certain others suspected to be
suffering from the disease, are referred to the County Council’s Dispensary
in the town for treatment by the Tuberculosis Officer who periodically
informs the School Medical Officer as to the fitness or otherwise of the
children to attend school.

(a), (e) and (g) dealt with under Minor Ailments.
(f) Vision.

During the year 274 children were referred for further examination
owing to errors of refraction; of these, 261 were submitted to refraction
at the Eye Clinic which Dr. G. E. Halstead, the Education Committee’s
part-time Ophthalmic Surgeon, conducted on 41 sessions during 1925,
Four other children received treatment privately. Glasses were pre-

scribed for 229 children and up to the end of the year had been procured
in 223 cases. The children made 682 attendances at the Clinic.
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Dr. Halstead reports, with reference to the new cases examined, as
follows :—

B ok Hypermetropia and Myopia
T Hypermetropia
43 Hypermetropia with Astigmatism
T s Myopia
| CRREE Mvopia with Astigmatism
S e Mixed Astigiiatism
18 ... Strabismus

During the year the following cases were also referved to the Eye
Clini¢c :(—

3 Phlyctenular Ophthalmia 1 Blepharitis
1 Follicular Conjunctivitis 1  Meibomian Cyst
1 Foreign Body in eye 3 Old Corneal Opacities

()  Dental Defects.

The Education Committee’s Dental Scheme which came into
operation in December, 1919, provides for the inspection at the schools
and for treatment at the Dental Clinic at the Health Office of children
of the 6-8 year group and for re-inspection and, when necessary, re-
treatment in later vears. The scheme also provides for treatment at the
Dental Clinic of any child of any age attending a public elementary
school, who may be referred for treatment as a “ special ” by the School

Medical Officer.

During the year Mr. W. D. Hatton, L.D.5., R.C.S. (Eng.), was
appointed part-time Dental Surgeon in place of Mr. Hickman, who
resigned. Inspections at the schools took place at six sessions, the
average number of children inspected at each session being 99. The
Dental Clinic was held on 38 occasions and the work carried out is
summarised in Table IV., Group 1V., which will be found at the end of
this report.

A large but gradually decreasing number of parents unfortunately
refuse to take advantage of the facilities available for the preservation of
their children’s teeth, and many parents still postpone treatment until
further deterioation leading to pain takes place.

(i) Crippling Defecis and Orthopaedics.

Few facilities exist in the Borough for the treatment of children
with Crippling Defects. Cases of Crippling due to Tuberculosis are
dealt with through the Tuberculosis Dispensary, and certain other cases
receive operative treatment at the Ramsgate General Hospital. During
the year three school children attended Orthopaedic Hospitals in London.

In July a Massage Clinic under the auspices of the Local Nursing
Division of the St. John Ambulance Brigade was established in the
Borough, massage treatment advised by medical practitioners being
given by a fully gqualified Masseuse.
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From time to time children in attendance at the public elementary
schools in the Borough require massage treatment, and the Education
Committee entered into an agreement to pay a sum not exceeding two
shillings and sixpence per treatment in respect of each school child who
receitved massage treatment at this Clinic on the instruction of the
School Medical Officer. Ameunts paid in respect of such treatment are
recovered from parents whose weekly income exceeds the Authority's
scale governing necessitous cases.

During the year two school children received massage treatment
under this arrangement and thereby derived great benefit.

9, Open-Air Education.

There is no open-air school in the Borough. Open-air classes are
held in the playgrounds of the public elementary schools and it is highly
desirable that every facility should be given to the Head Teachers to
increase the number of such classes. A definite need exists for a school
in which certain children could be educated throughout the year under
open-air conditions. There would be no difficulty in compiling a list of
children who would undoubtedly greatly benefit physically and mentally,
were it possible to educate them in the open-air instead of, often, in none
too well ventilited classrooms in which at present they spend at least five
hours on five days each week.

10. Physical Training.

Physical exercises in accordance with the syllabus of the Board of
Education are carried out in all the schools, and whenever possible take
place in the school playgrounds. The co-operation of Head Teachers is
requested in connection with children found at the inspections to specially
need breathing exercises, etc. There is no organiser of physical training
for the area, but there is no doubt that general supervision by an expert
of the physical education given in the schools of the Borough would be
a distinct advantage; were some such arrangement made, an easy
development which would be extremely useful would be the formation of
classes for short periods of corrective exercises daily for children dis-
covered at medical inspections to have slight lateral curvature of the
spine, round shoulders, flat foot, ete.

11. Provision of Meals.

Meals are provided in emergencies and in definite instances of under-
feeding. Milk is supplied at the Schools and other assistance is arranged
for through the Children’s Aid Committee on the recommendation of the
School Medical Officer.

12. School Baths.
There are no Baths at the Schools.

13. Co-Operation of Parents,

Parents are always invited to attend at the schools during the
routine medical inspection of their children. If present and a defect is
discovered in a child, advice is given to the parent as to the need for
obtaining treatment ; if not present the child is followed up by one of the
Health Visitors at the home.
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During the year 356 parents attended at the routine inspections of
571 Entrants. 168 parents attended at the routine inspections of 383

Intermediates. 114 parents attended at the routine inspections of 403
Leavers.

14. Co-0Operation of Teachers.

Several references have been made previously in this report to the
assistance given by the Teachers in connection with medical inspection ;
it may be added ‘that they compile from the school registers lists of
children of the code groups due for routine medical 1:15[1=:ct|m. ., At
each visit of the School Medical Officer to a department for the purpose
of conducting routine medical inspection, the Head Teacher presents for
examination as “ specials™ all children who are not due for routine
inspection, but are suffering from or suspected to be suffering from any
defect or ailment. They also throughout the vear refer such children to
the inspection clinic at the Health Office. Some of the Head Teachers
take great interest in the work and personally attend at the routine
inspections. In view of the great influence which Teachers have with
parents, an asset of the greatest importance to the success of the school
medical work is the co-operation of all Teachers in doing everything

possible to secure appropriate treatment for children suffering from
remedial defects.

15. Co-eperation of School Attendance Officers,

These officers bring to the notice of the School Medical Officer
children absent from school who are said to be ill, but not under treat-
ment by a doctor, and such children are referred to the school clinic or,
when necessary, enquiries are made at the homes. As has been stated,
certificates of exclusion from school and of fitness to attend given by the
School Medical Officer are each day brought to the notice of the Attendance
Officers, who accordingly inform the Head Teachers and see that certifi-
cates are acted upon.

Certificates as to illness of school children given by local medical
practitioners are, on receipt, submitted to the School Medical Officer.
The School Attendance Officers are informed by the School Medical
Officer of all children who have not been cleansed within seven days after
having been excluded ; enquiries are made by them as to the existence of
any special circumstances, such as temporary incapacity of the mother,
which might influence the School Attendance Committee in deciding as
to the institution of legal proceedings under the Attendance Bye-Laws.

16. Co-operation of Voluntary Bodies,

Supplies of Cod Liver Qil, Milk, etc., are obtained for the children of
necessitous parents, when recommended by the School Medical Officer,
through the Children’s Aid Committee, out of voluntary funds, and during
the year two children received supplies at the School Clinic. This Com-
mittee also arranges for and meets the expenses of sending debilitated
children to convalescent homes, to London Hospitals for specia] treatment,
and in suitable cases assists in the obtaining of surgical boots, etc.



DEFECTIVE CHILDREN. aa

17. Blind, Deaf Defective and Epileptic Children.

(@) The model arrangements of the Board of Eduction under the
Elementar, School (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act 1899, and the
Mental Deficiency Act 1913, have been adopted by the Local Education
Authority.

Such children are detected at the Routine Medical Inspections and at
the examination of ““specials ™" at the schools and inspection clinic. Cases
of defective vision are referred for treatment and are usually dealt with at
the Eve Clinic, cases of deafness are referred for appropriate treatment,
some receiving operative treatment for abnormal throat and nose condi-
tions through the Education Committee's Scheme. These cases are
followed up and in instances of severe defects which after treatment do
not show improvement sufficient to enable benefit to be derived from
instruction at a public elementarv school, arrangements are made by the
Education Committee for education at suitable institutions.

(b) There is no special school in or near the Borough.
18. Nursery Schools.

There are no Nursery Schools in the Borough.
19. Secondary Schools.

All work in connection with the Secondary Schools in the Borough is
carried out by the Kent County Council.

20. Continuation Schools.
Such schools have not vet been established in the Borough.
21, Employment of Children and Young Persons.

The School Medical Officer is the certifying officer of the Local
Education Authority under the Employment of Children Act, 1903.
Ramsgate is not an industrial town and employment for children is
practically limited to delivering newspapers and milk, running errands for
tradesmen, or in the case of girls assisting at homes.

TABLE L.

Return of Medical Inspections.

(@) RoOUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.
Number of Code Group Inspections :

Entrants ... frr 571
Imtermediates 385
Leavers 405

Total 1,361

Number of other Routine Inspections 23

(b) OTHER INSPECTIONS.

Number of Special Inspections e a71
Number of Re-lnspections .. 273

Total - 1,144
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TABLE 1L

(a) Return of Defects found by Medical Inspection in the vear ended 315t December, 1925
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TABLE Il.—Cont.

(b) Number of Individual Children found at Routine Medical Inspection to require
treatment fe.r::."ml";'ng uncleanliness and dental discase),

Girosuap,
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Return of all Exceptional Children in the Area.
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TABLE -1V.
Return of Defects treated during the Year ended 31st December, 1925,
TREATMENT TABLE.

GROUP L.—Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanliness, for which see GROUP v)

! XNumber of Defects treated, o under treatment
J | during the vear
|
Disease 6rF Defect ™ | T i P
| Ilapcher tlie | |
| Anthoriiy's | Chherwise, Tolal.
i I Schems |
A Ll AT it I AR S :_ L
Skin : i |
Ringwarm, Scalp... sl 15 — 15
Ringworm, Body ... anel 3 — 8
Scabies ... e 4 1 5
Impetigo ... i 145 | 17 162
Other Skin Diseases i 16 53
Minor Eye Defects ...  ...| 3 ; 6 37
I
|
Minor Ear Defects 21 | 3 29
Miscellaneous ... 231 26 | 257
iy N ) il | il
!
Total o 462 , &0 { abl

GRrROUP Il.—Defective Vision and Squint (excluding Minor Eye Defects
treated as Minor Ailments.—GROUP L.)

] | Number of Defects deall with.
| i
. Sulbmanited o refrwction by
1 Uinder the . i ; il
Authority's I F“H:,‘l P'_":',l:"”';" Moy If‘ | Otherwise.| Total.
=eheme. O e T E e |
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| |
Other Defect or [heease of | ]
the Eve ] —_ - | 0
Rl . e — |- |
| 1 1 -
Total 267 | a4 | - 271

Total number of children for whom spectacles were prescribed :
fa) Under the Anthority's Scheme 229
(b} Otherwise ... 4

.Total number of children who obtained or received spectacles:

LB
LE~]
£ e

{a) Under the Authority’s Scheme e
(5) - Ctherwise... e
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] ‘Ei. ’
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(4 Found {o require (reatment 0
(¢} Actually treated ... ... s o
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examination e i e aan
: ] Inspection 6
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{6y Admimisirations of general anaesthetics for extractions -
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Group V.—Uncleanliness and Verminous Conditions.
{1} Average number of visits per school made during the year
by the School Nurses ... S 11
421} Total number of examinalions of children in the schools
by School Nurses 2 i 14 985
{3) Number of Individual Children found unclean ... o —
{(4) Number of children cleansed under arrangements made
by the Local Education Authority - .
{5) Number of cases in which legal proceedings were taken :—
{a) Under the Education Act, 1921 —_—
(4 Under School Attendance Bye Laws S 2












