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COMPARISON OF PONTEFRACT VITAL E'“J,TISTICE WITH OTHER WEST

RIE_
W"W

&

Ponte- | ..geregete | West Inglend &
fract West Rid- | Riding | Wales (pro-
Borough | ing Urban Admin, vigiona
Districts. | County. | figures).
?I?TH RATE i &5
per 1,000 egtimated | 20.0 15.8 16.4 4 -A5.T
pnpulatiun} !
|
DEATH RALTE i
(per 1,000 estimated | 9.2 12.6 11.8 i & B
population) ,
4ll Causesn. ;
Infective & Pare. Dis. |
Eltﬂ‘ln Tuha but inecl, | 'D-lE"r ﬂoUT G-DT *
Syph. =nd other V.D, !
Tuberculogis i 0.12 0.11 0.1l1 0.11
Respiratory |
: i b i
Tuberculosis | Nil 0.01 0.02 0.01
| Other '
: i
Tuberculosis | 0.12 0.12 0,13 0,12
all Forms |
- 1
Cancer | 1.26 2.05 1.89 2.08
Vascular Lesions of 2.08 2.05 i.BE *
| the Nerwvous Eyatem |
1
| ! '
| Hoart and Girculatory | 2.77 | 4.76 4,47 *
| Reapiratory Digeases i 1.63 g 1.3T 1.29 *
| |
Maternal Mortality ;
(per 1,000 live and 2.00- | - 0.69 0.52 0.56
still blrths) | =
! }
Infant Mortality | 18.4 i 25.9 27.1 23.8
|
| Still Births ‘ {
(per 1,000 live and | 1B.0 | 23.5 23.1 23.0
still birtha) i !

®* figuras not Evailahla;
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Gag end Air inalgesia

411 the domiciliary midwives held the certificate in
gas ard air analgesia administration and were equipped
with the necessary apparatus.

Gas and air analsgesia only was given in 57 cases.
Pethidine only was given in 106 cases, and gas and eir
and pethidine was given in 278 cases,

Ante-¥Natanl Clinieca

There are four .nte-Natal Clinics in the division which
are held at Pontefract, Featherstone, Knottingley and
Ferrybridge, end during the year 523 patients attended, of
which 455 were new patients. The totzl number of attendances
was 2990.

4t mll of thesge ¢linigs post-natel examinations are
carried out and 173 patients were examined posi-natally
during the year,

Relaxation Classcs.

Relaxation classes for expectant mothers arc held at
the Pontefract, Featherstone and Enottingley Clinics.

These have continmed to be well attended and the
numhgr of attendances at these e¢liniecs during the year
waa 603,

Ingtitutional llidwifery

Patients from this division are admitted either to
the Castleford Maternity Home or to the Southmoor Maternity
Unit, Hemaworthe.

No difficulty hss been experienced regording maternity
accommodation, although it has not always been possible to
gecure admigsion to the hospital of the patient's choilce.
Due to travelling difficulties there is a preference for the
Castleford Matornity Home, although our allocation of beds
is mueh smaller than at Southmoor.

MILD WELF.EE

In this divigion, Infant Welfare sessions are held
at seven fixed premises. The Pontefract, Featherstone =nd
Knottingley Glinies are County owned premises, whils®t the
ones at Carleton, Ferrybridge, Streethouse and Beal are
held in hired premises.

In Mmgust of this year the County Council brought
into operation = mobile clinic which visits four parishes
hitherto without Child Welfare servicecs in the Osgoldcross
Rurzl Distriet. These have proved very popular.







SPECLAL CLINICS

Ophthalmic Cliniecs.

Mr. S.K. Sledge holds one seéssion per weck at the
Pontefract Clinie at which children from all arcas of the
divigion attend. Tue %o the large numbers of children
awalting cxaminetion it has bcon necessary on occasions
to hold additional sessions which have been held by
Dr, J.,V. Kirkwood, and during the year 1,136 children
were cxamincd., O these, 430 were prescribed glasscs.

Ear, NHoae end Throat Clinics

Mr, K.M. Mayall holds fortnightly scssions at the
Headlands Road %{inic for children from this division.
During the year Mr. HMayall held 21 gessions and saw
129 children. In all, the children made 239
attendances.

Orthopaedic Clinics

Mr. R.W.L. Calderwood, Consultant Orthopsedic Surgoon,
holds a monthly clinic at the Headlands Road Clinic, and
during the ycar 10 seasions were held. 139 children were
geen at these clinics and the total number of atiendances
made was 185.

Child Guidance Treatment.

Ir, S5.M. Leese, Consultant Psychiatrist, holds
Child Guidance Clinics at the County Health Department,
Wekefield, and during the year 19 children from this
arca attended there.

Ultra Violet Hay Trestment.

During the winter monthas, Ultra Violet Ray treatment
seaslons arc held twice weckly at the Headlands Road Clinie,
Pontefract. During the year, 47 children made 816
attendances for this treatment.

Spe¢ch Therapy

Migs K.M. Wade, Speech Therapist in this division,
held 108 sessions at the Featherstone aond Knottingley
Clinics during the year. 46 children were troated.

Hendicapped Pupils

The regular medieal examination of handicapped children
continued during the year and wherc neccegsary, recommendations
were madé for placcment in Special Schools.

Modiecal Exsmination of Teachers and
Entrants to .Tralning Collczc

It is the duty of the School Medicel Officer fto exanmine
candidatoes applying for entry to training colleges for the
purposc of satiafying the college authorities of their fitness
. Yo follow a course of ftecacher training., During the ycar 43
candldates were exemined and where nccessary xX-roy
examination arranged.

In the case of entrants to the teaching profession,
17 exeminations were mada.







HOME NURSING

During the year 27,939 vigits wero paid by Home Nurses
compared with 27,731 in the previous year.

The number of cesesg attended and
vigits nede are showil bhelow:-

Ko. of cases | No, of vigits

attended by paid by Home |

Classification Home HNurses Nurses during 1

during the the year. |

,ElrEl: f i

1
(1) Medical 706 , 21369
(2) Surgical - : 22T 5169
(3) Infectious Diseases | 3 | 86

(4) Twberculosis 33 ? 1307 i
(5) Maternal complications 1 % 8
TOTALS 970 ! 27939

Patients inecluded in above
who were aged 65 or over at 500 ! 18535
the tipme of the firat vigit |

during the year |

Children inecluded in shove

who were under 5 years of i 70 | 665
age at the time of the first L |
vigit during the year. g ;
Patients ineluded in shove i !
who have had more than 24 189 : 10402

| vigits during the year

- re—

HOME HELP SERVICE

The home help service is provided under the National
Health Act, 1946, Section 29 of the act stipulates the
clagg of case for which provision of a Home Help can be
nade, These are as follows:

(a) Il1 {d) Expectant Mother
(b) Lying-in {e) Mental Defective.
(e) Aged (£) A child not over

conpulsory school age.

Before a Home Help can be provided, = form of application ’
miat be signed by the hesed of the household on which he
undertakea either to pay the whole cost of the service, or to
give n statement of his income and agree to pay the assessed
charge according te the County Couneil Schame.







MEDICAL EXAMINATION FOR SUPERANNUATION PURPOSES

New entrants to the County Counecil Service are required
to undergo = nedical examination to see if they are suiltable
for admission to the Superannuation Scheme, and during the
year I examined 70 candidates, In addition 1 member of fthe
County Staff resident in the Divisional area who had been
off duty through siclmeas for a considerable period was
exanined to ascertain whether or not he was incapable of
continuing employment by reason of permanent ill-health.













Borough of Pontefract

Annual Report of the Chief Public Health Inspector, 1956

Mrs., Pritchard and Gentlemen,

1 have pleasure in submitting to you this my Nineteenth Annual
Raport in which are given facts and figures relating to thc several
activities of the Department during 1956. A Table of Contents is
given to enable reference to particular aspects of the work to be

made, end in this Preface I comment briefly on some of the more
salient features of the Report.

Under the three main headings of the Report - Housing, Contrel
of Food Jupplies, and Air Pollution - new legislation has become
operative during the yeer which will affect considerably the
activities of the Dspertment. The Housing Subsidies Act, 1956,
clears the wey towards the more expeditious removal of the remazining
slum eonditions in the Borough. The Clean Air Act, 1956, provides
under an imeginative title, machinery for reducing polluiion of the
airt not only industrialists, but the occupiers of ell premises
(including, for the first time, private houses) may have responsi-
bilities placed upon them. The Food Hygiene Regulations, 1855,
place upon food traders end their employees additional responsibili-
ties for the purpose of securing a still higher standard of food
preparetion end distribution,

The routine work of housing inspection, the repair of those
houses found to be unfit but capable of being repaired at reesonable
cost, and preparations for the demolition of those not suitable for
repair, has continued throughout the year, Defective conditions
have been remedied at 254 houses as the result of action by the
Department, and 4 were closed., Before unfit houses cen be closed
other houses must be available for the families displaced; and it is
the shortage of this alternative accommodation that has held up
progreas in slum clesrance, The Report gives particulars of the
position which, at the time of writing, shows more promise,

The Clean Air Act, 1956, received the Royal Assent on the
5th July, 2nd some sections of it came into operation on the 31lst
December. The provisions in force deal meinly with the instslletion
of new industriel furnaces and the height of chimneys, the meking
of byelews relating to hecating end cooking applisnces in new build-
ings, &and with smoke control erecas. Other provisions, not yet in
force, desl with the prohibition of 'dark smoke' from chimneys, grit
end dust emission, smoke nuisances, end smoke from railwsy engines.

shortly efter the coming into operation of parts of the lot,
the Council gave consideration to the new provisions, and resolved:
(1) that & byelaw be made requiring eppliances in new buildings to
be so contructed as to prevent, as far as practiceble, the emission
of smoke; (2) thet considerstion be given in December, 1957, to the
establishment of & 'smoke control area' in the Borough; and (3) that
consgideretion be given to solid-fuel-burning appliances on Council

premises with the view to conversion, where practicable, to smoke-
less types.

The 'smoke control erea' is the instrument by means of which the
greatest improvement could be made to clean up the eir of Pontefract.
But this method is likely to be of limited application unless some
solution of the concessionsry coel problem cen be found,
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Food inspcction end supervision have claimed much of the
Department's time. The foods most 1ikely to be & source of danger
to health unless adequately controlled - meat and milk end certain
of their products - were given routine ettention. A1l food animels
slaughtered in the Borough were given post-mortem examination, which
resulted in the condemnation of 4% tons of diseased meat. Eiaught I
ing was centralised at the Public Slsughterhouse, which was used to
cepacity; and unfit meat was disposed of with due regerd for public
safcty, The Report outlines measures teken to sefeguerd the milk
supply, and draws attention to the feet that all milk sold in the
Borough is now bottled, and sold under special designetion. In fact
at the time of writing the Borough has been included, under an Order
made by the Ministers of Agriculture and Health, in a Specified Area
in which it is now an offence to retail milk without the use of one
of the special designations: 'Tuberculin Tested', 'Pasteurised' or
Bterilised’ .

The preparation and distribution of food in the Borough has
received a good deal of attention. The new Food Hygiene Regulations
have set a high standard and there will be several years' work ahead
before it can be said that &1l food premises are in conformity with
it. The public is becoming increasingly food-hygienc conscious, and
the shop with adequate show-ctse protection, attractive and resdily-
clesned surfaces, good lighting, refrigerstion where necessary, and
staficd by people wesring cleen protective-clothing end hendling food
end wroppers with due regerd to hygiene - such s shop will find that
hygiene prys. 'y

The Report makes rcference to the increasing populerity of the
mobile shop, and the measures being taken to secure satisfactory
standards, The sale of food in the open presents problems in this
matter of food hygiene, and the well-designed mobile shop, adequately
equipped, is certainly one solution.

During 1956, 485 specimens or samples were submitted to bac-
teriological or chemical leboratories in the course of the Depart-
ment's duties, an inerease of 4% on the previous year, These inclu-
ded weter supplies for chemical composition end bacteriel condition,
swimming-beth waters for bscterial condition, deposit gauge contents
and lead peroxide candles for atmospheric pollution investigation,
milks for presence of tuberculosis, heat-trested milks - pasteurised
end sterilised - for efficiency of treatment, milks for cleanliness,
ice-cream for bacterizl grading, specimens for confirmation of meat
inspection opinions, for food poisoning organisms, etc., a2nd samples
of filling materiels teken under the Reg Flock and Other Filling
Materials Act, 1951.




PART A
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

dater Supplies

: A sufficient and constant supply of wholesome water was
distributed throughout the distriet by the Corporation during the
year, the supply for domestic use being of the ordsr of 29 gallons
per head per day.

The supply was sampled regularly both for chemiczl analysis and
bacteriological examinstion. 35 samples of chlorinated water going
into supply werc submitted to bacteriologicsl examination, and all
were reported upon a&s Class 1 waters.

Forty-nine semples of waters teaken from source, before chlorin-
gtion, were clessified as indicstcd in Table 1.

Teble 1. Beaeteriologicel Clessificetion of
Weter Samples

——

No. of samples faliing into Total
Source of the clesses nemeds | semples
rew weter 1 teken

Cleass 1 Clags 2 Cleass 5 Cless 4

Heck 1l - - - 11
Roall 12 1 1 - 14
Eggborough 12 - - = 12
Tanshelf 12 - - - 12

The result of the bietcrioclogicel exeminstion of a weater is
given g8 the number of coliform orgenisms per 100 millilitres of the 1
water, snd the standard sct down by the Ministry of Herlth for non-
chlorinated pipcs supplies is as follows:-

Cleas o, Presumptive coli count Description
1 Less then 1 Highly satisfactory
2 1 -2 Setisfactory
2 3 =10 Suspicious
& More than 10 Unsatisfectory

Throughout the year 50% of the semples tcken should f£all into
Class 1, 80% should not fzll below Class 2, and the remeindcr should
not fell below Clzes 3, The following Teble sets out the stenderd
reached by unchlorinsted weters sampled from the respective sources,
&8 given in Table 1.

Teble 2. Comperison of Weters with Prescribed Stonderd

% of Ssmples Prescribed Sourcee of Supply

felling into - -jtﬂpgard Hc%k ngll Eggbu%ﬂugh Trna%elf

Class 1 ot less 100 86 100 100
than 50

Classes 1 and 2 | Not less 100 93 100 100
than 80

Class 3 Kot more - 7 = -
than 20

Class 4 0 - = - -




Twenty-eight aamglea (including four taken direct from each of

the principal sources) were submitted to chemical asnalysis and
reported upon as being of good organic quality.

All the houses in the Borough are connected to the public supply.
Only five houses are served by outside staend-pipes, and these
Erﬂpertiea are scheduled for clearsnce under provisions of the Housing

Swimming Batha. Bacterial Control of Water

Samples were taken weekly from the waters of both ewimmin
baths to ensure the maintenance of satisfactory conditions. {15
Samples were taken for bacteriological examination, and chemical

tests were made on each sempling occesion to ascertain 'free chlorine'
content and e£lkelinity. The results are given in the following Teble
elong with the respective stinderds recommended bty the Ministry of
Heelth. They indicate that & high standerd wes meintsined.

Tezble 3 Jwimming Bathg Weterss Results of Examinotions

Standard Results from swimming beths
recommendead
by Hinistry Large Small
of Health Swim Swim
Wo. of semples teken - 58 58

No. of semples containing
coliform orgrnisms in 0 3 1
100 ml, weter

Percentege of number of
srmples submitted to
plete count and con-
Taining in 1 ml. weter -

(8) © - 10 colonics Rt Aegy Shan 91% 96¢
not more then
(b) 11 - 100 colonies ' o 4
(¢) over 100 colonies % 2% 0%
Percentege of number of
tests for residual chlorine
content showing -
(a) less than 0,2 ppm o o o
(b) 0.2 ppm or more 1007 1007 100%
Percentoge of number of
teests for pH velue
(elkalinity) =
(&) between 7.2 rnd 8.0 1008 100% 1007
(b) outeide these limits Ot 0,4 C




. General Sanitation

All built-up areas in the Borough are sewered: records indicate
that less than 40 houses are not connected to sewers; these being in
isolated places where LNé sewer is not available, Sanitary accommo-
dation is slmnat entirely water-carriage: the 22 conveniences of
other types represent only a fraction of one per cent of the total.

Although the Borough has modsru walu sewerage, the drainage
systems connecting buildings with sewers are often obsolete in design.
Improvements ere being effected graduslly, and figures relating to
inspections made, and notices served, are to be found in Part III nf
this Report.

With the exception of three properties still served by privy-
middens (abolition of which is now within sight) &ll premises in the
Borough where domestic refuse is produced are served by metal dustbins
of ppproved specification. The Corporation have not adopted & Muniei .
ﬁal Bin Scheme of the type envisaged by Section 75(3) of the Public

ealth Act, 1936, When new bins are required, nutice pursuant to sub-
section 1 of this section, as amended by Section 69 of the West Riding
County Council(General Powers) Act, 1951, is served on the owner or
occupier of the property, after consideration of the facts known to the
Corporation.

Offensive Trades

Offensive trades within the meaning of section 107(1)(1i) of the
Public Health Act, 1936, are carried on & two premises in the Borough,
the trades concerned being those of bone boiler, fat extractor, fat
melter, fellmonger, glue-maker, size-maker, and tripe-boiler. A
further trade carried on is that of concentration and sterilisation
of yegetable and animal weste, declared by the Council to be an
offensive trade pursuant to their powers under paragraph (ii)(b) of
the sub-section.

; One of the premises is conducted with & maximum of efficiency:
arrangements for the treatment of offensive effluvia were improved
during the year, and the Council were able to renew without question
their consent to establishment. The conduct of the second of the
two businesses left something to be desired. On several occsasions
nuisance arose due to lax control of the plant: the overloading of
concentrators, the inadequacy of chlorine dosage, the inadequacy of
water for condensing during processing - all these failures were
noted at one time or other; and at times the general conduct of the
business, in particular regarding the cleanliness of premises and

the control of fly-infestation, gave csuse for complaint. The Health
Committee hove this business under careful consideration, Prompt
notification from residents in the area, as and when nuisance arose,
would greatly assist the Department; but only one resident took this
step during the year.

Despite this somewhat adverse report, I am of opinion that
generally the situstion was an improvement on recent years. It is
the occesional lapse that spoils the picture.

Factories, Workplsces cnd Shops

Arrangements for the hezlth end comfort of workers in their
places of employment have agein received sttention during the year.
The routine inspection of factories snd shops has been continued and

on no occasion was it found necessary to resort to statutory sction
to sccure improvemcnts. :




The term'factory' &s used in the Factories Act, 1937, includes
gll premises where srticles sre made, altered or repaired for purposes
of gain, and I append a list of the different trades carried on in
the premises registered as factories:-

Autqmobile ongineering Glue and size making
Baking : Grain and seed processing
Barley processing Laundering

Beer bottling Liquorice confectionery

Boot repeiring manufacture and packing
Box and packing material Malting

manufacture Milk pasteurisation
Brush making Monumental masonry
Building Fhotography
Burling and mending Printing
Clothes manufacture Saddlery
Coal-gas distribution Sawmill
Fat refining Tsiloring
¢ Fellmongering Tinsmith
Founding Upholstering
Furniture manufacture Whitesmith
and polishing #ire goods manufacture

The register of Factories kept by the Council pursuwant to
section 8(3) of the Act contains particulars of 96 factories, and

Table 4 gives information relating to inspections, notices, and of
defects found and remedied. :

Table 4 Factories Records, 1956

Number |Inspect-|Number of Defects
on ions written
Repgister| made notices [Found| Remedied

(1) Faectories without
mechanical power (in
which sections 1 to 4

end 6 and 7 of the Act 6 7 1 1 iy
are enforced by local FHILE
suthorities)

(2) Factories with mechanical
power (in which section T

is enforeed by loczl 20 131 18 115 94
suthorities)
(3) Other premises in which
section 7 is enforced = = - = -
by local suthorities
Totals 96 138 19 116 95

The provisions of section 34 of the Fectories Act, 1937, releting
to means of escape in cese of fire, apply in the case of 29 of the
96 fuctories in the Borough, The respective occupiers of these
premises hold the appropriate certificetes grented by the Council,
One new certificrte and ten amended certificates were issued during
the year.

The term 'workplace' &s used in the Public Health Act, 1936,
comprises offices, restaurant kitchens end various other premises in
which persons are employed; but excludes factories and \except for
‘overcrowding' purposes) shops to which the Shops Act, 1950, applies.
Routine inspection of these premises wes not made, but when unsatis-
fectory conditions came to notice the requisite remedial measures
were taken. :




The term 'shop' includes warshouses used in connection with
wholesale or retail trade, refreshment houses, lending libraries and
heirdressing establishments. There are 389 shop premises on the
Hegister, and the Shops Act, 1950, applies to some two-thirds of
these. 67 visits for the investigation of welfare arrangements were
mede in 1956. In no case was it necessary to resort to statutory
procedure to secure the remedy of defects.

iy ution

There are three major classes of air pollution: domeotie annke,
industrial smoke, end smoke from vehicles - both rail and road, Some
40,000 tons of coal are burned each year in domestic grates in the
Borough, 1,000 tone of which finds its way into the atmosphere in the
form of smoke, This is widely distributed at a low level from some
8,000 chimneys, end the comparatively low temperatures at which it is
produced give it a high content of objectionable 'tarry matter'. It
is this source of pollution which so often gives rise to the housewifel§
complaint, 'Pontefract is a dirty town'. I estimate that some two-
thirds of this pollution comes from homes which qualify for 'concess-
ionary' coal, It would be in the intcrests of publie health and wel-
fare for the community to pay the mine-workor a handsome compensstion
for the surrender of cven part of this concession. I belicve that
very few miners' wives living in modern housss would refuse the equiva-
lent of effective-heat-value in units of gas, eleciricity or smokeless
solid fuel.

Local industry also, burns some 40,000 touc -1 zoal every year.
There are 36 industrial furnaces in the Borougn, 25 of which are fed
by mechenical stokers, and causing little trouble to the Department,
The rest are hand-fired, but capable of being operated to 2 degree of
efficiency which is sufficient to keep smoke emission down to byelaw
reguirements. Jome of this plant however, needs constant stoking
attention to prevent excessive smoke emission. Managements, these
days, are not insensible to the need for fuel-efficiency - a2 term
synonymous with 'smoke-zbatement' - and in seversl cases development
schemes are under conslideration.

30 much more efficient is industrial plant over the average
domestic appliance that not more than 225 of the 40,000 tons of coal
usced in industry is likely to find its way into the atmosphere as
smoke. It is interesting to note (following my comment on concess-
ionary coal) thet the boiler plant at the one colliery in the Borough
is among the most efficient in the town, and presents no smoke problem.

The several industrisl chimneys in the Borough were observed from
time to time during the year, and the number of formal 30-minute
observations made was 160, Your Smoke Byelaws sllow an aggregate
emisslon of up to two minutes black smoke from industrisl chimneys
within any continuous pericd of thirty mimutes. Emission in excess
of this is presumecd to be a nuisance, and on this standard 8 nuissnces
werc noted during the aggregete observation- period of 80 hours.
Stetutory notices were served in two cases.

I have referred in previous reports to the increasing nuisance
from diesel smoke from heavy road vehicles. This is & metter outside
the province of the local authority. I wish people would take the
trouble to report bad cases to the Police. Provision for desling
effectively with smoke nuisance from railway engines is made in the
new Clean Air Act, although the particular section is not yet in force.
This matter will no doubt receive considerable attention during the
next few years.,




PART B

HOUSING

General Conditions and Overcrowding

Since post-war house building began, 2,112 houses have been
erected in the Dorough, 80 of these during the year under review, as
detziled in Teble 5,

Table 5 Hew Housing Progress 1946 - 1956

No. of houses erected -
Year By the Corporation By Private | By Housing Total
Enterprise | Associetion
Permanent | Temporary| Total
1946 0 60 60 23 8%
1947 164 164 29 193
1948 169 169 25 194
1949 L3537 137 15 152
1950 104 104 13 117
1951 B6 86 10 96
1952 106 106 15 119
19535 107 107 23 178 308
1954 75 75 42 536 653
1955 31 31 5T B8
1956 29 29 80 109
Totals | 1,008 &0 1,068 330 714 2,112

The total number of dwellings in the Borough is 7,493 serving
a populstion of 24,540, As will be shown later in the Report, there
is little gross overcrowding in the Borough. This does not alter the
fact that many families are still sharing houses with in-lews and
others; and that rehousing is still an urgent matter in meny such
cuBes. Overcrowding, in terms of numbers of permons occupying houses
in excess of 'permitted numbers® as fixed by law, is & readily
measurable guentity; but sssessment of the mental strein end stress
which can be occasioned by house-sharing is not essily made, and may
heve little to do with numbers. During the past two years, slmost
200 epplicetions for the tenancy of Corporation houses have been
received in respect of femilies living in lodgings.

In this Report 'statutory overcrowding' mesns the gross state
of overcrowding when an offence sgeinst the Housing Act, 1936, is
committed unless tensnt ¢nd lsndlord teke steps as prescribed by the
Act to securc abatement, Such overcrowding occurs when the number
of persons slecping in a house exceeds the 'permitted number' of persons
as given in the rent book.

The number of known cases of statutory overcrowding has fallen
slightly during the year: 2 new cases of overcrowding were added to
the register and 5 were removed consequent upon abatement. The
numbers of cases found and abated during the past five years are given
in Table 6.

- 10 =




Table 6 Incidence and Abatement of Overcrowding

Ho. of cazes Year

1952 195% 1954 1955 | 1956

On register at beginning

of year 12 g 12 10 5
Added to register during

the year 4 6 T 3 2
Abated during the year 7 3 9 6 o

On register at end of
year 9 12 10 T f®s

* No. of persons concerned in these cases: 40
** No. of families living in these dwellings: 6 (42 persona)

Inspection, Repair and Clearance of Unfit Houses

Particulars of the Department's Housing Activities:
1. Inspecticn of dwellinghouses during the year
(1)(a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Heslih or
Housing Acts) 2499
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpo se 818
(2)(a) Number of dwellinghouses (included under
sub-head (1) sbove), which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations 33
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 5

2. Remedy of defects during the year without service of
formal notices

Humber of defective dwellinghouses made fit
or in which defects were remedied as the
result of informal action by the Department 193

3. Aetion under statutory powers during the year

(1) Proceedings under sections 9,10,16, Housing
hct, 1936
(2) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
formel notices were served requiring repairs 11
(b) Number of dwellinghouses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices 11
(2) Proceedings under Public Heslth Lots

(a) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied. 24

(b) HNumber of dwellinghouses in which defects were
remaedied after service of formal notices 28

T




NHumber of representations, etc., made in
respect of individual dwellinghouses unfit

for habitation g
(b) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of

which Demolition Orders were made 2
{¢) HNumber of dwellinghouses closed 2

3lum Clearance Programme

As required by the Housing Repairs and Renta Let, 1954, the
Council had submiited to the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern-
ment, in 1955 their proposels for dealing with houses which appeared
to be unfit for human habitation within the meaning of section 9 of
the ket., These provided for the demolition or closing of 200 houses
within the period, September 1955 - September 1965,

Having regard to the estimated rate of new building, and .to the
Council's housing commitments, other than those towards persons
displaced from unfit houses, these grﬂpusals provided a realistic
target, and could be speeded up if found practicable.

In March the Housing Subsidies Act, 1956, received the Rcyal
Assent, one of its main purposes being to facilitate and encourage
the replacement of slums. The Council subsequently decided to
increase substantially the amount of new construction to bs allocated
to the rehousing of tenants from unfit houses; the Clearance
Programme should, therefore, be completed correspondingly earlier.

At the time of writing no fewer than 60 unfit houses, 30% of the
number included in thc Propossls, have been represented, and proceed=
ings are at various stages.

Certificates of Disrepair

section 26{(1) of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, which
was in operation thoughout the year, provided that the tenant of any
house subject to a rent increase for repairs could apply to the Local
Authority for a certificate that the following conditions justifying
an increase of rent were not fulfilled:

(a) that the dwellinghouse is in good repsir, and

(b) that it is reasonably suitable for occupation having
regard to stability, freedom from damp, naturel lighting,
ventiletion, water supply, drainsge and sanitary conven=
iences, fecilities for storage, preparation and cooking
of food and for the disposal of water;

and the local authority, if setisfied that the dwellinghouse failed
to fulfil either or both of these conditions, was required to certify
accordingly. The following Table gives particulars of applications
made from the inception of the Act, and of the results:

Table T Certificates of Disrepair

Cortificates of Disrepair Certificates of Revocation
o Applied | Granted Refused | Applied Granted Refused

for for
1954 3 2 15 0 - =
1955 ik 4 7 4 4 =
1956 1= - = 1 1 =

* Subscquenily withd-awn,




The preamble of this Act described it as providing (among other
things) for promoting the maintenance of houses. There is little
doubt that, so far as this Borough at least is concerned, the Act has
failed in this purpose. At the time of writing, the Rent Act, 1957,
has recently become operative: it remzins to be seen whether its
provisions will provide & grester incentive,

Improvement Grents

There has been & considerable reduction in the number of
applications for improvement grants, due lergely to the Council's
decision in June to ccasec meking grants for the time being.
Particulars of the number of applicetions made since ths inception
of the scheme are given in the following Table:

Table 8 Improvement Grants
No. of Applications- No. of approved Grants ectuglly mocde
Year Applications Total amouwt
Made | Approved | Rejected withdrawn No. £
1949
to 4] - - - - -
1953
1954 2 1 - - = =
1955 22 $H 4 3 3 317
1956 4 2 2 - 10 1559

The Corporation's Helfpenny Lane Estate Improvement Scheme, which
was started in 1953, made no progress during the yeor under review,
The position at the beginning of 1956 was that 74 houses had been
improved, lesving 23 to be de=lt with. In April, 1956, the Council
resolved to cerry out when practicable, improvement to the remeining
houses, The work hed not been started at the end of the year,
although et the time of writing it is in progreas.




PART C
FOCD IKSPECTION AND SUPERVISION

ieat Supply

All animals slaughtered in the borough for food were slasughtered
at the Public Slaughterhouse, the Council having resolved in October
1954 that private slaughtering should not be carried on. HNot all
meat 80ld in Pontefrsct was, howaver, slaughtered in the district;
and in eaddition, thercfore, to the routine inspeetion of meat &t the
Public slaughterhouse, inspections were made from time to time of
meat from outside sources exposed for sale in shops in the Borough,
On no occasion was it necessary to seize and condemn as unfiit meat so
exposed.

The Public Slaughterhouse was opersted on a self-supporting basis,
end Table 9 gives particulars of throughput during the period under
review, From this is will be noted that the slaughterhouse was usad
to the extent of ite nominal c¢:pacity of sixty catile units.

Teble 9 Throughput st Public Slsughterhouse

F“Eﬁﬁ:ﬁfka Throughput: class of animal Heg:'wgg;}y ﬁsgfnal
Cattle | Calves | Sheep | Pigs |Total | cattle units | capacity
28th Jenuery | 44 3 | 240 | 346 | 633 67 - ada;
25th February| 65 g 183 %21 | 578 66 110
24th March 64 4 167 249 | 484 56 93 .
21st April 72 10 76 242 400 &3 g8
19th May 124 3 47 301 | 475 Tl 118
16th June 86 4 48 | 195 | 333 49 a2, §
14th July 65 2 232 | 171 | 470 50 83 3
11th August 62 5 203 | 186 | 456 49 g 3
8th Septembep 101 6 319 219 | 645 69 116
fth October 78 3 236 218 | 535 59 98
3rd November| 81 20 262 277 | 640 T0 117 ]
lst December| 121 19 193 367 | T00 87 145 ?
29th December| 90 13 146 305 | 554 67 112
Near Average 81 8 181 261 | 531 63 104 ._;

* One cattle unit being equivalent to three calves, five sheep
or two pigs

A total of 9 carcaeses, 106 part carcases and 380 organs and parts
were condemned, their total weight being 4 tons, 6 cwts., 3 qtrs., 20
lba. Whilst every precaution is taken to prevent unfit meat from
reaching the consumer, equal care is taken to ensure that no meat ia
unnecessarily condemned. Table 10 gives particulars of the various
classes of animals inspected and of condemnations,










Ten samples of ungraded milk, direct from farms and prior to
paeteurisation,were taken for biclogical examination for the detect-
ion of tuberculosis: negaetive results were recorded in each casea,

Gencrally, the standard of distribution is sctisfactory, Minor
violetions of the Milk and Dairics Regulatinns have been noted, but
formsl acticn hos been unnecessary. Conditions at the registcored
dairies are set isfezctory.

The cleunliness of milk containers was given ettention during
the year, At a locel deiry where severrl thous:nds of bottles are
filled deily, 42 cleencd, empty bottlcs were subjected at intervals
to bsetoriclogicel exeminstion, A beeteriel count of not more than
600 indicates & setisfnctory bottle, =nd in thc crses tested the
highest count was 360, and the everage below 60,

The cleanliness of churns ot the s~me esteblishment wes slso
tested. A colony count per churn of not more than 50,000 is consid-
ercd satisfretory, EEG,QGS fairly satisfactory, and ovar 250,000
unsatisfoctory: 16 churns were tested: one was Placed in the 'unsat-
isfectory' cless, 2 in the 'fairly satisfactory' class, and 17 in the
'satisfactory' class with counts ranging from O to 35,000, the everage
being 4,500,

Ice-cream Manufacture and Sale

A3 required by Section 16 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955, a
register is kept of all premises used for the sale, or the manufacture
or storage for sale, of ice-cream, Table 14 gives particulars of
the cheanges which took place during the year, and of the position at
the end of the year,

Table 14 Registration of Ice-cream Premises
Particulars of changes Sale and Menufacture,
storage only sale and storage

1. No, on Register at 1st Januery 6% 2
2. No, in respect of which applica-

tion was made 3 o
3« No. in respect of which epplica-

tion was refused 0 -
4. No. added to register 5 =

5. HNo. of registretions cencelled
(2) following offences 0 0
(b) Cersed to treade 4 (o]

6. No. of chenges of occupation of
registered premises notified

=
=

T« No. on Register et 31st December 62 2
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Ice-creem premises have been visited as far es possible for
inspection and for sampling purposes. Only & fraction of ice-cream
80ld in the Borough is menufactured here. Two factories are
registered, but one was used for storage only. At the other the
'complcte cold mix' method vas used. The remaining registered prem-
ises are those ut which ice-cream is sold - shops with esdequete refrig-
erstion facilities,selling only pre-picked ice-crcem. A setisfactory
standerd of hygiene is aaintsained,

Eicab manndacturers (osover trom oniaids the 2orough) Sell lcas
crecam from vekicles an ks Borough. The persuns actuslly sciling
from these vchicles are rcgistered with the Council as food hewkers
(sce scction of Report headed 'Food Sold in the Opern 4Air). In
cech case the vehiclc must meet the stonderd laid down by the Council,
which includes the provision of a hot=water unit for handwzshing, and
&ll other practicable measures for preventing contaminstion oi tThe ice=
cream.

lio offencesunder the Ice<cream (Heat Treatment, ete.) Regulat-
ions, in relation to manufacture, storage or sale heve been noted.

There is still no test for the bascterioclogical grading of ice=-
cream which is considered satisfactory for use as a statutory test,
but on the Provisional Grading &t present practised, 57 samples of
ice-cream taken during the year may be grouped as follows:i= &9 Toll
into Grade 13 7 intoc Grade 2; none into Grade 3, &nd 1 into Gr2de 4.
No sample should fall into Grade 4: the offending sample had »st
been manufacturcd in the Borough, and the metter was taken up with
the outside authority concerned. Regarding other grades it is
interesting to compare (see Teble 15) (1) the ocfficiasl stendard,
(¢) the position in 1947 when the Ice-creem (Heat Treatment, etc.)
Reguletions, 1947, ceme into operationi (3) the position in 1955,
end (4) figures for the present year:-

Table 15 Ice-cream Grading

ﬂffigial Figures for =
Standard 1947 1955 1956
Grade % a %
(1) (2) (3) (4)
1 Not less |
than 50 37 76 86
1 and 2 Hot less
than 80 6% 91 98
3 Hot more
than 20 %57 7 .

Food Inspection

In addition to the inspection of meat at the Public Sleaughter-
house shops have been visited from time to time for the inspection
of meaet and other foods. No single large consignment of fdod has
been condemned, although over the period under review the following
totel quantities of unfit food were condemned as unfit for human

| consumptioni-

1,207 lbs. meats
236 1bs. vegetables
71 1lba, fruits
37 1ha. fish
56 lbs., liguid egg
11 lbe. margarine
47 tins milk
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193 certificates were issued to enable traders to claim from
wholesalers for loss of foods condemned,

Diseased meet condesned st the Public 3laughterhouse is dis-
posed of (after treatment with a green dys) at a loesl factory,
whers it is steriliced and used in the manufrcture o animel feed ing=-
stuffs. Other condemned foods are suitably disposed of by burisl
on one of the Corporetion-ccntrolled refuse tips.

Food Premises

The conditions under which food for ssle is prepered and
handled in the various factories, warehouses, shops, restaurants
and hotels in the Borough is one of the major conzerns of the
Depertment. The coming into operation of the Food Hyziene Regula-
tions, 1955, geve an added impetus to this work; much preiiminary
work was done, and 93 visits hsd been paid to focd premis=4 befors
the yeer ended,

The numbers of the different classes of food premises in the
Borough, as at the end of the year, are listed in the following Talle.

Teble 16 Food Premiscs analysed according to Trade

Manufacture Distribution
Trades or 5 1
Preparation Retail | Wholesale
Restaurants, etc. 9
Institution kitchens &4
Canteens, school and
factory 10
Hotels, clubs, etc, il
Hineral-water and beer
bottling ete 3
Bread and confectionery 8 9
Sugar confectionery and
swects 5 19 1
Dairies 2
Iee-cream 2
Grocery and mixed 87 2
Butchery 17
Meat Products 12
Fish frying 2%
Tripe boiling end fat
refining 1
Poultry dressing 1
Fruit and vegetables 6 S
Fish (also fruit and
vegetables 10
Fish curing 1
Chemist 5
Total 78 211 9

Hinety-one of thesc premiscs are registered under Section 16
of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955: 64 of these, as already indicated,
are ice-cream premises, the remaining 27 being registered for the
manufacture of made-up mesats etec. Only 15 of these are, however,
at pesent used for purposes requiring registration, 53 inspections
of registered premises were made during the yesar,
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The Department has again concentrated on its statutory
responsibilities under the Food and Drugs Acts, and Regulations
and Byelaws made thereunder, rather than on the organisstion of
Bxhibitiona or Clean Food Guilds. As much time as possible has
been spent with food handlers at the place of employment, stressing
the fundamentals of hygienic processing and handling.

The following Table gives some figures indicetive of the Depart-

ment's activities in this field, tut it will be realised in work of
this type figures have a limited significance,

Table 17 Inspection of Food Premises

Year - h953 | 1954 I_'19-.~,5 1956
ﬁu. of visits paid to
food premises 225 221 12Y 9%
No. of food rooms inspected 588 BT 180 199
No. of offences noted under
(2) Focd Hygiene Regulations - - - 313
(b) Section 13 (prior to 1956)| 140 | 152 78

Wo. of such offences outstand-
ing at end of yesr B6 12 g 74 228

No. of offences sgainst the
byelaws 104 74 2l 15

Ho. of byelaw offences out-
standing at end of year 47 3 10 11

The new provisions of the Food Hygiene Regulations heve slowed
down the rate of inspection: that this was unavoidable is indicated
by the greatly increased number of offences noted., These offences
often involved structural alterations or the fitting of new appliances,
hence the large number outstending et the end of the year. There ia
every indication thet the improvement work involved has taxed the
btuilding reeources available locally for this type of work.

Sale of Food in the Open Air

There was & time, or so it seems, when, so far as foods are
concerned, only the green-grocer and the ice-cream merchant were
mobile; but in recent yesars, as housing estates have spread farther
away from the main shopping centres, all kinds of foods have found
their way into the mobile shop. This has created problems for
local authorities; the one which concerns this Department being
that of hygienic food handling.

A3 required by section 76(1) of the VWest Riding County Couneil
(General Powers) Act, 1951, registers are kept of persons hawkin
food in the Borough, and of hawkers' storage premises, Table 1
gives particulars of the changes which took place during the year
under review, &nd of the position at the end of the year.
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Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials fet, 1951

This fct is designed to secure the use of clean filling materisls
in upholstered articles, and Regulations have been issued prescribing
the stendards of cleanliness applicable for the purpose of the Act in
relation to the various kinds ¢f filling materiels used.

The Act provides for the registration with the loecal authority
of premises where filling matoriale of types specified in the Act are
used in manufacturing articles of upholstery, and creates a number
of offences including the use of prescribed filling materials on
unregistered premises end the presence of uncleen filling mzterisls
on registercd premises.

Two premises are registered with the Corporation. Of three
samples of filling materials taken in 1956, and examined by the
prescribed tests, 2 satisfied the statutory standards of cleanliness.
in one case the result was unsatisfactory, but on hearing the
explanation of the firm who supplied the particular conegnment, the
Council decided not to prosecute.

Pet A als Aot, 1

This Aet provides for the licensing of pet animal shops by the
locel authoritiy, who, before granting a licence, must be satisfied
that animals will at all times be kept in accommodation suitable
as respects size, temperature, lighting, ventilation and cleanliness:
be adeguately supplied with suitable food and drink and (so far as
necessary) visited at suitable intervals; that all reascnable
precautions will be taken to prevent the spread of discases among
animals, ¢nd that appropriate steps will be taken in case of fire
or other emergency.

At the bezinning of the uear there were four registered premises

in the Borough, and a fifth was added in the course of the year,
Conditions were satisfactory.

Rodent Control Service

The Council is responsible for the administretion of the Pre-
vention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949, so far as this relates to
rodent infestatlion. Regular measures are taken to ensure as far as
practicable the freedom from infestation of all premises under their
control; owners and occupiers of infested properties are reminded
of their responsibilities under the Act, and a Rodent Control Service
is maintained by the Corporation, available to householders free of
charge and to others at a charge which just covers the cost of treat-
ment, The Act places on local suthorities a specific duty to inspect
their district for infestation, and roughiy two-thirds of the senior
rodent operative's time is spent on the discovery of infestations, and
the organisation of treatments on 'block control’ principles.

The mensce of rat and mouse infestation to the public health and
to our economy is not always fully realised. Several unpleasant
diseases arc associated with rodent infestation; whilst throughout
the country, the annual lost by damage, particularly to foodstuffis,
costs severel million pounds, I cannot impress too strongly upon
the occupiers of business premises, particularly premises on which
food is prepered or handled for sale, the nced for attention in the
case of even the smallest infestation.
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Nature

ousing Acts, 1936 and 1 and Hovsing Repsirs
and Hents fect Dy continue

Overcrowding:
Case investigations
Dwellinghouses measured up for permitted
number datsa

Improvement Grant Inspections and Enquiries

Food and Drugs Actg, 1955

Meat Inspections:
Visits to Abattoir for meat inspecticun
Number of carcases examined at Abattoir

Milk Supplies:
Investigations under Milk end Dairies
Regulations, 1949
Investigations under Special Designatione
Regulations, 1949 - 1954
Sempling

leceg=-cTreams
Investigetions under Ice-cream (Hezt
Treatment, etc. ) Regulations -
Menufecture
Reteiling
Sampling

Other Foodsl
Visite v shops, ete., for food inspection

¥uod rfreuises ilnspectiuns:
Pasteurising plent and deiries
Premises under Food Hygiene Regulations
Other investigations under Food Hygiene
Regulations

Investigations under Food Handling Byelaws:

Prevention of Damaze by Pests Act, 1949

Inspections of premises for infestation, hygiene
proofing, etc., (mainly inspections made by
Senior Rodent Operative)

Inspections under Threshing and Dismantling of
Ricks Regulations

cewer manholes tested for infestation

Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 1951

Sampling and inspection of records

Pet Animals Act,; 1951

Inspection of premises and investigations
following applications for licences

West Riding County Council (Generasl Fowers) Act, 1951

Hairdressers'premises
Hawkers'vehicles and premises

o DR

17
55
35

17
57

a4
18
93

65
129

1,429

39
a7

46
61




B. MNumber of Notices Served and the Reault of Service
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