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The 244 d¢ .ths registcred during the year produce a death rate of
12,2 per 1,000 of the estimated civilian population, an inecrease of
0.2 on the previous year's figure. The rate for England and Wales
ig 12.1, Female deaths numbered 113, 8 more than were recorded in 1342;
whilst 131 male deaths occurred, 10 less than in that year.

Heart disease again yields the highest death rate for individucl
causess 0 deaths occurred, 3 less than last®year. 34 deaths were
clagsified to intra-cranial vascular lesions, one more than in the
previous year, whilct deaths due to tancer decreased from 35 to 26.
Cancer is therefore reduced to third place; closely followed by
bronchitis which accounted for 25 deaths, an increase of 4 on 1942.
Diseases of the respiratory system (excluding tuberculosis) together
accounted for 43 deaths, 11l more than in the previous year; and
diseages of the digestive system caused death in 13 cases, an increasec

of 6.

Infective diseases were recorded as the cause of death in 20
casesy 1 more than in 1942: 7 of these were due to tuberculosis of
the respiratory system; half the number recorded last year, There
were no deaths due to the non-respiratory forms of the disease.

a r ity.

The number of deaths of infants under oné year was 26, 7 more
than in 1942. The figure for that year gave a rate of 48 per 1,000
live births which was with one exception the lowest recorded in the
Borouzh. The present rate of 67 is the same as that for the
triennial period 1940-42, and is a2 reduction of 12 on the rate
obtaining in 1941, The rate for England and Wales is 49.

The following tzble classifics the causes of infant deaths
in the various age-groups.
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| A1l ages
age groups under 1 year
L. e = ST i e — e Ty
1 H i m o
f | = ! !
22252 5|3
ool | S g = E
o E ik g g :
Causes of death == 0 i I
i o |y f=p | M o Lo o} ﬁ! | w o
O s R ] o ] & o | T =
elalaialdig gl 21 8| 3
- 'g 5|8]| 8 ‘g 3 5 m |
= e | i
HHHEEE R |
BlAlajm| Al ™ oo |
b e et e s L [ - | — 4 .
| 1 | |
Convulsions i bl 1 i beearial A
Pneumonia % 3 4 6 | 21 8
Prematurity 6 1 e U |
Cerebral Haemorrhage | 1 i : 1
~iarrhoea 3 1 | 4 | 4
Inanition % J - 1
Pyaemia 1 i R 1
Bronchitis 1 | 2 5 1
@gphyx;a 1 1 | 1
Totals gl olojyr|4]6] 6|1 21 ]' 5 26







- 4‘ -

EART TWO
M.TERGITY aND CHILD WELF.RE
dealth Visiting ;

Two Health Visitors are employed by the Council, the egquivalent
of whole-time services devoted by them to health visiting and
attendanee at the Child Welfare Centre being 1%. Wo health

visiting is done by voluntary agencies, The numbers of visits paid
by Health Visitors were as follows:-

First Visits Total Visits

To expectant mothers 116 243
*To children under 1 year 420 2,230
To children of 1 to 5 years 4,062

In accordance with the requirements of Ministry of Health
Circular 2831 special attention was given to homes where the general
standard of cleanliness and habits needed improvement,

Fifty-three homes were considered as coming within this category j
these were visited and the necessary help and advice were offered. Tihe
importance of freedom from lice was stressed, and visits wers paid at
unusual times, so that help'might be given to mothers in establishing
the correct hygenic routine in washing, in the care of hair and teeth , ete

0f the 53 houscs wisited in this connection, the Health Visitor
reported lice (in under fives) at 11 on the occasion of the first
visit. By the end of the year 10 cases had been cleared up, and in
the remaining case considerable improvement had been made.

This investigation is consistent with my experience as School
Wedical Officer, that children wre almost invariably free from lice
vhen they first commence school.

With regard to the other matters dealt with in the Circular no
improvement had been shown by the end of the year in 23 cases; and
these are still under regular observation.

The 'Welfare Centre

: The premises ot Headlands Road, centre of all Maternity and
Child Welfare activities are, of course, quite inadequate for the
large numbers of people now attending the various clinics. This is
2 matter which has zlready been considered by you, and which will
demand priority action at the cessation of hostilities.

Child Welfare Clinics were held weekly, and attendances were as
follows:-

Total number of children under five years of age 'who first
attended at the Centre during the year, and who, on the
date of their first attendance were:-

Under 1 year of age 312
Over 1 year of age 8
Total 320

Total number of children under five years of age who attended
at the Centre during the year, and who, at the end of
the year were:-

Under 1 year of age 227
Over 1 year of age = 324
Total 551
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Total number of attendances at the Centre made by children
under five years of age, 5,296.

Your thanks are due to the Ladies! Voluntary Committee for
valuable services rendered at the Centre during the yezr,

An Ante-natzl clinic is held weekly, and during the year under
review 303 expectant mothers attended at the clinie. Ante-natal
werk was started in 1925, and in that year 20 women attendeﬂé by 1933
the figure had reached 150; by 1937, 200; and the present figure
is the highest on record: it means that 3 out of every 4 expectant
mothers avail themselves of your ante-natal services,

Although no separate post-natal clinic has been established,
14 cascs were given post-natal examination.

The following proprietary preparations are available at cost
prici {free in necessitous cases) to all women attending the
eliniecs:~

Ostermilk (Nos. 1 and 2) Glucodin

Humanised Trufood Bemax
Lactogol Vircl
Ovaltine Virolax

The following are distributed free of charge:-

I. C. D. tablets
Ferrous Sulphate tablets
Viteolin tablets

National Dried Milk, Cod Liver 0il and Fruit Juice, are also
distributed at the Centre.

Maternity

During the year 11 women were sent to the Maternity Hospital
at Leeds, and 3 to the Wakefield Maternity Hospital; but in the
great majority of normal cases domiciliary arrangements were made.
The County Council is the Local Supervising Authority under the
Midwives Acts, and details of births notified by the local midwives
and others are forwarded weekly to the County Authority.

It is unfortunate that the Home Helps Scheme is not in a
Aealthier condition; but with so many women on war work - women
who would normally be available for this work - it appears
impracticable to operate the Scheme on the scale anticipated.

Child Life Protection

The Register of persons who are receiving children for
reward contained only one name at the end of the year; and only
jne child was concerned. Visits were paid from time to time by
the Child Protection Visitor, and conditions were found to be
satisfactory.

Diphtheria Immunisation

This will be dealt with fully in Part Three of the Report,
but I would stress at this point the importance of mothers
recognising the need for protecting their children against
diphtheria earlier in life. Every mother in the Borough is
invited to bring her child to the clinie for immunisation
immediately the child reaches the age of one year: 1in some cases
mothers have been written several times and then interviewed, but
without result. Only half the children between the ages of 1 and
5 years have received protective treatment; 2 position which is
far from being satisfactory.






WAR NURSERIES

Elm Grove

During the first half of the year the Nursery was used to
the extent of only 23% of the total accommodation provided, This
was most ungatisfactory, particularly in view of the fact that as
the result of a comprehensive investigation made in 1942, 142 mothers
had intimated their willingness to take up war work if a Nursery
were provided for their children. I therefore organised a further
investigation, as a result of which these 142 mothers were
classified as follows:—

9 were no longer resident in the Borough
33 no longer had children under school age.

Only 23 of the remaining 100 mothers were working and in these
cases their children were cared for as follows:-

were using Elm Grove War Nursery
were using the Nursery Schools
8 were taking children to relatives or friends
4 were leaving children at home in the care of other
members of the family
2 (doing domestic work) were taking their children to
the place of employment.

Of the 77 mothers not working,

10 were pregnant, and
18 had babies under 1 year.

One source of trouble seemed to be that there was no night
session at the Nursery: in June this was introduced, and attendances
were doubled. When Beechweood was re-opened in December the 24-hour
children were transferred there; and day children, after meeting
in the morning at Elm Grove, were taken daily in vehicles of the
local Civil Defence Ambulance Service to the Baghill War Nursery,
and returned in the late afternoon, where they were called for
by their mothers.

Baghill

The Nursery at Baghill opened as a Day Wursery on the -24th May,
and during the first month the average attendance represented 22%
of the total accommodation provided. By the end of the third
month, the Nursery was occupied to 65% of its capacity. In
September a night session was commenced, and continued until
Beechwood was opened on a 24-hour basis in December, when children
using the night session were transferred to Beechwood. At the
time of this transfer Baghill was filled to capacity, and the
transfer reduced Baghill to 20 children.

Beechwood

This Nursery alsc opened as a Day Nursery for 40 children on
the 24th May, but was closed on the 16th July, the average daily
attendance being only 3, representing little more than of the
total accommodation provided.

- It was re-opened on the 28th December 2s a 24=hour Nursery,
with accommodation for 26 children. Children attending the Baghill
War Nursery for day and night sessiocns were transferred to
Beechwood, and within a month the Nursery was filled to capacity.






¢ PART THREE
PREVALENCE OF AlD CONTROL OVER
INFECTIOUS AWD OTHER DISEASES

964 cases of disease were notified during 1943, an increase of
478 on the previcus year's figure. The increase s due to a
measles epldemic cccurring during the first half cf the year;

440 cases were notified in 1943 as compared with 66 in the
previous yea r, 60 cases of scarlet fever were notified, 32

more than in 1942, whilst the number of cases of diphtheria
deereased from 595 to 52, There were 4 cases of cphthalmia
necnatorum; vision was unimpaired in every case.

Diphtheria Immunisaticn

In Janua ry a list of children in the Berough between the
ages of 1 =2nd 5 years was cbtained from the Fcod Executive
Officer giving the names of 1,546 children. Their parents were
approached by the Health Visitors regarding immunisation, and
the results may be classified as followsi-

Children already immunised 607
Children who had received one injectiocn 6
Children not immunised

Total 1,546

In 151 cases parents d4id not wish their children to receive
protective treatment, and this left 725 children whose parents
expressed the desire tc tzke advantege of immunis=zticn. 134
of these children were tc be immunised by their cwn Doctor, ani
the remaining 591 were to be brought t¢ the Clinie 'for treatment.

At the request of the Ministry of Health a further Campaign
took place during the six weeks ended 1l3th November. Leaflets
were distributed to the parents of children not already immunised.
Special birthday cards were sent to ehildren reaching their first
birthday, and notices were inserted in the lcecal press. Slides
were borrowed from the Central Council for Health Education, and
the Managers of the Crescent, Alexandra and Playhouse Cinemas
projected them during the campaign. Also Picture Sets were
displayed at the Cliniec and in the showroom windows of South
Yorkshire Motors Limited.

During the year children in.the 5 to 15 age group were
immunised at wvarious schocls, and by the 30th June, 74.4% of these
children had been immunised.

The position at the end of the year was as follows: of the
1,850 children in the 1 to 5 years age group, 38.1% were
immunised, and of the 3,500 in the 5 to 15 years age group, 77.7%
had received complete treatment. It will be realised that in
giving percentages in the 1 to 5 years age group, 80% is the
maximum possible, as children .are not normally 1mmunised until
they reach the first anniversary of their birthday.

The total number of children who received protective treatment
during the year was 1,210, 527 of whom were under 5 years of age.
Iwo children died from diphtheria; unfortunately, neither had
been immunised. This yeart's activity in diphtheria prophylaxis
should result in a considerable reduction in the incidence of the
disease in 1944.
























t cecommoda Drainage

All built up areas in the Borough are sewered, and almost 21l
houses are on the water-carriage system: less than 1% remain on
the conservancy system, and these will be abolished as circumstances
allow. Whilst there is little room for improvement in type, the
maintenance of existing accommodstion at a high level of efficiency
is a matter which ic receiving constant attention, and despite
sresent difficulties a satisfactory standard has been maintained,

A considerable amount of drainage work of an urgent nature has
‘been done, although plans for many desirable but less urgent
improvements have been postponed until a more appropriate time.

The lack of adeguate memns of access for the inspection and cleansing
of drainage systems at some of the older properties in the town
continues to present difficulties; but again, this matter must

wait until after the waor, when systematic gtreet-by-street improvements
will once more be practicable.

is and Contro f Repulated Trad

300 statutory nuisances were abated during the year, the oumber
of inspections invulved being 753. 264 informal notices were
served, 240 of which were complicd with; and z further 46
outstanding from 1942 brought the totzl number of informal notices
complicd with to 286. 14 statutory notices were complied with,
5 of whichk had been served in the previous year. These figures
refer only to Public Health Act activities, and not to hcusing matters
dealt with under the Housing Act, 1936,

Some measure of industrial smoke control was resumed in May 1943,
~and by the end of the year 41 thirty-minute smoke observaticns had
been made. The average emissi.n of black smoke per observation
was 1 minute 24 seecnds: the limit fixed by the Council's Byelaw
being 2 minutes. In 10 cases the Byelaw was contravened, and
cautions were given.

The most serious source of smoke nuisance in the Borough is,
perhaps, at the factory in Newgate occupied by Pontéfract Laundrics
Ltd. € plant is capable of operation without nuisances the firm
complain that war-time staffing difficulties are the cause of the
trouble; and all the facts support this contention. It is, however,
unfortunate that the chimney at these premises is comparatively low,
and situated in the centre of the town in the close vicinity of
dwellings; for, in these circumetances, even moderate emissicns
of smoke may be a source of annoyance to those living in the immediate
distriet. Certain alterations are now under consideration: it is
hoped they will result in improvement.

There are two Common Lodging Houses in the Borough, the total
accomriodation registered by the Council being for 42 persons; this
is used to capacity, 1In both cases the Couneil have refused to
register sscond-floor roome in view of the lack of adequate means of
escape in case of fire.

The offensive trades established in the Borough were gperated
throughout the year without nuisance; they were inspected regularly.
Fish~-frying premises, no longer classed as offensive trades, are now
dealt with under the Focd and Drugs Act, 1938.






Factories

The term 'factory' is comprehensive, and includes premises large
and small where articles are made, altered, or repaired for purposes
of Eain. There are 90 such premises in the Borough, at €9 of which
mechanical power is employed. All were inspected during the year, and
conditions generally were fairly satisfactory. Staffing difficulties
resulted in a detericration in the high standard of cleanliness
usually noted at many premises; but in only 'a few instances was there
failure to maintain the essential minimum of c¢leanliness,  Other
matters dealt with inecluded the provisions of the Factories #ect, 1937,
relating to sanitation, overcrowding, temperature and ventilation.

A11 defoets were remedied as the result of informal action.

During the year a further 10 factories were granted certificates
under section 34 of the Aect, certifying that the premises were
provided with adequate means of escape in case of fire. All premises
to which this section applies are now duly certified.

Premises, machinery, utensils, methods, and personnel at food
Ezgjai;gg and bakehouses were also inspected under the Food znd Drugs
’ Ll

Rats and Mice Destruction

A rat-catcher is employed by the Council: during the gear under
review he worked in the Borough for an aggregate pericd of & months,
and was loaned to other authorities during the remainder of the
period. He accounted for some 3,000 rodents.

The Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919, places the onus of
disinfesting premises cn occupiers; and the Corporation's Service
is availasble to 2ll cccupiers at a small charge.

In 8eptember, pursuant to the requirements of The Infestation
Order, 1943, a2 detailed survey of the Borough was made, and 28 2
consequence of the Corporation's activities in this matter during
the past three ycars, no case of major infestation was found.
Thirty—one premises were observed to be infested to a lesser degree
at the time of the inspection, and these infestations had been cleared
or were under treatment by the close of the year. There are, however,
some 60 premises in the Borough which, by reason of the nature of
the business carried on, are particularly liable to periedic
infestation, and these are kept under regular observation.

The Department works in close co=gperation with the local War
Agricultural Executive Committec. In two instances reports were
made tc that Committee, resulting in the prosecution of perscns
conducting threshing operaticns without taking precauticns prescribed
by The Rats Order, 1941, I am of opinion that threshing contraetors
and farmers should be under the obligaticn of giving notice of
Lthreshing operaticns to local authuritiesy this would enable the
authority to ensure the destruction of rats which escape at such
times, unless precautions are taken; indeed, certain infesteticns

in the Willcw Park Estate have been traced tc threshing at nearby
premises.
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Milk Supply

Milk produced locally ncw forms za much smaller proportion of
the milk retailed in the Borough than was formerly the case.
Wevertheless, considerable time was devoted to the inspection
of farms - nd dairy premises, The year saw many improvements in
methods of production, and samples taken at the end of the year
from each farm in the Borough were subjected to the Methylene Blue
Reduction Test% and shewn to be satisfuctory; they were, in faet,
of "Aceredited" standard. Throughout the yeazr sedimentation tests
were made o8 considered necessary, but gross visible contamination
iz now extremely rare in the district. Two farms in the Borough
hold "Aceredited" Licences, and 2 high standard of cleanliness was
maintained at these premises,

4L dairy cow from one farm in the Borough was received at the
abattoir for slaughter under the Tuberculosis Order, 1938. Upcn
post mortem examination the disease was found to be localised, and
affected parts werc condemned.

One Pasteuriser's Licence is in force in the Borough. Weekly
inspections of the plant were madej and, generally, conditions
were satisfactory. The firm in gquestion i1s anxicus to produce milk
conforming with the conditions of the Licence; but this is sometimes
difficult in view of the conditicn of milk received from distant areus
after long journeys. Some of this milk on arriving at the plant
hae been almeoet two days oldy and it is not surprising, therefore,
that almcst one third of the totzl number of samples of pasteurised
milk submitted for bactericlcgicnl exominaticn were repoerted upon as
unsatisfactory: 33 pasteurised samples were subjected tc the Plate
Count Test, cnly 24 of which satisfied the standard prescribed by
the Milk (Special Designations) Regulaticns. During the year some
500 gnllons of milk were actually scur on arrival at the Dairy.

A8 the result cf representaticns mede te them, the suppliers
arranged for the milk tC be transported by rcad; {his allowed for =
lenger cocling pericd prior tc despateh, and resulted in a little
improvement.,

Qther Foods

The need for the prevention of unnecessary waste has resulted in
greatly dncreased activity in the inspecticn of 'other foodst.
Traders now call in the Inspector to certify the unfitness of food
which, prior to the war, they themselves would have rejected as being
of doubtful quality. also, regarding rationed goods, the retailer
or wholesaler now requires the certificate of the local anthority
before he can dispose of unfit foodstuffs,

During 1943 595 cans of food (various sizes up to 6 1lbs.) and
some 500 lbs. of cther rationed food were condemned. Condemnation
of unrationed food amounted to some thousands of articles,

Supervision of Food Pre..ses

All food factories, food shops, restaurants, public houses,
and food warehouses were inspected during the year; any contraventions
of Food and Drugs Act, 1938, Shops Act, 1934, Milk and Dairies
Order, 1920, and Public Health (ifeat) Regulations, 1924, were noted,
and remedial measures taken. Although many staffs are depleted the
general condition of food premises is satisfactory.













