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1938 was a particularly good year so far as notifiable Infectious Disease
was concerned,  Only 13 cases of Scarlet Fever ocenrred and the type of the
disease was mainly mild and no deaths ocearred.

Regarding H|p]1l|u-lm [ am pleased to report that only 6 cases occurred and
no deaths, and this is very gratilying umlhlrlﬂrlllg the .ultlp:l.lh'lr of the parents
to the immunisation of their children against the disease.

In my previous Reports I have stressed the desirability of the Local
Authority making representation to the County Council regarding the installation
of an Artificial ||;;h1 Clinic at West Bank House, Padiham. So far, nothing
has materialised but [ am going to keep on appealing in the hope that some
notice will be taken by somebody in authority.

In connection with the Air Raids Precaution Scheme which was approved
by the Local Authority, I should like to express my thanks to the ladies and
gentlemen who offered their services for first aid and home nursing. It was my
duty to lecture and superintend the practices and [ was particularly pleased
by their zealous efforts and the fact that 98 per cent. passed the various exam-
inations speaks well for their efficiency,—may their services never be needed,

Apart from Improvement Schemes the Housing Programme of Padiham
is complete and at any rate the centuries old association of bad hounsing with
the ill health of the community concerned is now at an end.

In conclusion, 1 gratefully acknowledge the co- operation and assistance
of the Surveyor, the Sanitary Inspector and others which has been invaluable
in the preparation of this Report.

[ am, gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
J- W. J. FORSYTHE,
Medical Officer of Health.
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Death Rate of Infants under one yvear of age

All infants per 1,000 live births . 78
Legitmate infants per 1,000 legitmate live births g1
Iegitmate infants per 1,000 illegitmate live births. .. Nil
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 20
Mealses (all ages) Nil
Whooping Cough (all ages) Nil
Diarrhoea (under 2 vears of age) Nil
Per 1,000 of Estimated Population Maternal
- - -—-__:'I-El_l_'l.'lﬂt_}_f Rate
Rate of
s l Ieath Deaths
Population—estimated Rate under
mid 193810 460, from | year
T.B. of | Death per per per
Live Respira- | Hate 1,000 1,004 10040
Birth Ieath tory from Live total Live
Rate late System | Cancer | Births Births Births
Mean of 5 years I
1933—1937 11-7 153 | 0-72 1-41 4:-33 | 429 349
|
Year 1937 11-4 15-8 1-03 =13 Nil | Nil 40
|
Year 1938 12-1 14:2 0(-28 1-91 7:87 | 735 s
Increase or decrease in
1938 on 5 years
average 19331937 L4 —I1-1 —0-44 |40-50 |+3:34 |+3-0 + 19
' G
Previous year +0-7 | —1:6 —0-75 |4+0-78 |4-7-87 |+7-35 + 38
The Provisional Death Rate for England and Wales during 1938 was 11-6.
The Provisional Birth Rate for England and Wales during 1938 was 15-1

Taking the Registrar General's 36 groupings of Causes of Death as our guide,
the deaths in the district during 1938 were as follows :—

o)

-y

Diabetes Cerebral Haemorrhage 12, Heath Ihsease 49, Other Circulatory

Diseases 16, Bronchitis 2, Pneumonia (all forms) 6, Appendicitis 1, Influenza 4,
Tuberculosis of the Respiratory System 3, Other Tuberculosis 1, Cancer 20,
Liver Disease 1, Digestive Diseases 3, Puerperal Causes 1, Congential Debility,
senility 7, Violence 5, Other defined diseases 9.

Premature Birth, etc., 7,
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The mains have been extended to the 49 new Council Houses which were
erected during the year and also to 6 other houses which were erected by other
persons,

Ihe water 1s analysed chemically and bacteriologically at least once during
cach quarter and any defects or deficiencies are duly notified by the Medical
(Hficer of Health.

The result of the analysis of a typical sample obtained in 1938 is as follows :(—
AnaLysis oF WaATER FroM Varve Houses: 29/3/38.

Chenmuacal

Colour—~Green. Turbidity—>5light. Smell—None.
Oxvgen absorbed (4 hours at 270 C)) e 0048
Free and Saline Ammonia e D-00T2
Albuminoid Ammonia... e D007 4
Nitric Nitrogen... e 0-042

Chlorides e AlD
Hardness  ( Temporary ... ot e
Clarkes + Permanent g cary A
Method 1 TOPAL. uymebe i nlve o SR anta s i Loy
Reaction, p.H. ... R ey
Action on Lead (24 hours) ... w004

WATER—BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION,

Collected from House Top in the district on 5th September, 1938,
No. of colones

Aerobic micro-organisms growing in yeastrel agar. per c.c. of
water.

In 3 days at 220 C. ... 94

In 2 days at 370 C, &

Quantity of water
in which these
bacteria were

found not found.
Bacterium associated with sewage or [aecal pollution.

Bacterium Coli ... oftec.c. Mcc.

Probable number of coli-aerogenes bacteria per 100 c.c. of water,

From MeGrady's Tables, Ministry of Health, 1934 0
These results, especially regarding pollution and action on lead are not
satisfactory but should be remedied in the immediate future owing to the steps
which the Local Authority contemplates taking.
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SCAVENGING.
The scavenging m the district consists of the removal and disposal of
nightsoil from the pails, the weekly collection of house and trade refuse, and

its subsequent incineration in a 3-celled Destructor.  This work is carried
out under the supervision of the Samitary Inspector and motors are used.

SANITARY INSPECTION DURING 1938.

Number of premises visited. .. 4362
No. of defects or nuisances discovered ... 1208
No. of defects or nuisances abated. .. 1189
No. of notices served 405
No. of statutory notices served ... 44

It was not found necessary to institute any legal proceedings.

SHOPS ACT, 1934.

586 inspections were made in connection with this Act.  One notice was
served relating to temperature of the Shop.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

The time limit allowed by the Local Authority for the emission of black
simoke 1s 2 minutes in the half-hour.

17 observations were made of the 24 factory chimneys in the district and
in 3 instances the limit was exceeded,  Letters were sent to the firms concerned.

ERADICATION OF BED BUGS.

Counctl Other

Houses., Houses,
No, of houses found to be infested ... Sy il g
No. of houses disinfected ... Nil 9

The method found to be most satisfactory is fumigation by cyanide gas,
cimex and fumoid blocks, and spraying with various insecticides. This pro-
cedure 15 carried out in the case of belongings of tenants before removal to
Counctl houses,

The disinfestation by eyvanide gas is carried out by contract and the other
methods by the Local Sanitary Authority.
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() With State assistance under the Housing Acts :
(1) By the Local Authority (included under (a) (1) above) ... 449

(2) By other bodies (included under (a) (3) above) e N

Inspection of dwelling houses during the year :

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) ... = ST

(h) Number of inspection made for the purpose e 366

(2) (a) Number of dwelling houses (included under sub-head (1)

above) which were inspected and recorded under the

Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 and 1932 ...  Nil
(B) Number of inspections made for the purpose il

{(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so dangerous
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation... b}

(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred to under
the preceeding sub-head) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation .. 149

Remedy of defects during the vear without service of formal notices :—

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in consequence of
imformal action by the Local Authority or their officers ... 157

Action under statutory powers during the year :—

(a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing Act, 1936 :—
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices were
served requiring repairs ... b
(2) Number of dwelling houses which are rendered fit after
service of formal notice :(—
(@) By owners o]
(/) By Local Authority in default of owner .. N
() Proceedings under Public Health Acts :—
(1} Number of dwelling houses i respect of which notices were

served requiring defects to be remedied. .. kim. ad]
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PREVELANCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER
DISEASES.

Facilities for the prompt examination of pathological speciemens are provided
by the Public Health Laboratories of Burnley and Manchester, and outfits for the
use of medical practitioners are kept at the surgery of the Medical Officer of
Health and also at the Health Department, Town Hall.

Anti-Diphtheritic serum is also provided free of charge and can be obtained
either from (1) the Medical Officer of Health ; (2) the Health Department, Town
Hall, or (3) the Police Station,

Ample supplies of different strengths are always available. A few phials
of Anti-Tetanic serum are also available in cases ol emergency.

The number of Pathological specimens examined in 1938 were as follows :—

Swabs (for Diphtheria) 33. Enteric Fever (Widal Test) 4. Sputa 18.
Faces (Dysentry) 2. Pleural Flnd 1. Milk 14.

The table overleal gives the number of cases of notifiable Infectious Diseases

that occurred in the district, those removed to the Isolation Hospital and the
total number of deaths.
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TUBERCULOSIS.

New cases and Mortahity during 1938

New Cases. Deaths.
Age Periods, et :
Respiratory - Non-Resp. Respiratory - Non-Resp.
N s M I# M IF M F M ¥
il e - |
| — : l =
5] Ll
10 1 .
15 1 | |
) 1 1 Iy
25 1 s [ |
43 I | : | :
a5 s | I —
G5 and upwards... . : = ! |
Totals ... .| 6 | 3 g 3 0 A T
ey SR 1,_..,%,._.-' k_,ll.._z
4 i 3

NON-NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

(1) Influenza. 1938 was a particularly good year as regards the mild
type of Influenza which persisted especially in the first and last quarters.  Four
deaths oceurred.

(2) Measles was not very prevalent., The cases were mild and no deaths
occurred.

(3) Whooping Cough. Not many cases cropped up and no deaths occurred.

The number of houses disinfected during 1938 was 40. This number
includes houses where Pulmonary Tuberculosis occurred. The method used
is Formaldehyde spray and vapour.

The clothing, bedding, etc., are dsinfected by steam and the station, which
is sitnated in Burnley, belongs to the Burnley Corporation.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

The Public Health Officers of the Local Authority :—
(1) Medical Officer of Health (part time) who isalso Medical Officer for the
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(¢} School Chnmie—carried out by the Lancashire County Couneil at West
Hank House,

(¢f) Orthopaedic Clinic—none ; Any cases cropping up are seen by an
orthopaedic surgeon at the request of the County Medical Officer of Health.

(¢} Artificial Light Clinic—none except for Tubercular Disease, and these
are situated at Nelson and Accrington, being under the supervision of the
County Tubercular Officer.

(f) Tubercular Dispensary—non provided.

() Veneral Diseases Treatment Centre—there is no centre, all cases being
referred to the Clinic at Victoria Hospital, Burnley.

HOSPITALS PROVIDED OR SUBSIDISED BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY.

(@) Smallpox—situated at Crown Point, Burnley. XNo unlimited beds.

() For other Infectious Diseases—sanatorium situated at Harle Syke,
where accomumodation is sufficient under ordinary circumstances.

Both of these hospitals are controlled by the Burnley Joint Hospital Board,
two members of which are elected by the Padiham Council—Precept on cost.

MIDWIVES.

The Midwives Act (1937) is in full working order. Two midwives are
employed and are giving entire satisfaction. One other midwife is in private
practice,

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

(@) MILK SUPPLY.

DairiEs axp CowsHEDS,

16 visits of inspection were made to the dairies and cowsheds in the district.
No contraventions were noticed and the general condition of some were found
to be very satisfactory.

MILK SAMPLES.

14 samples of milk were taken. Bacillus Coli were present in 3 cases. These
samples were also submitted to the methylene blue reduction test which is
used in all cases of designated milks and all the samples passed the test. Letters
were sent to the dairymen concerned with the samples containing the bacillus

coli,
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Sheep, Flukes
Echinococens Cysts
Coccidiosis
Abcesses

Pears, decomposition

Total ...

b1 I I e AR
H L=l —=la=

400

All the above were surrendered at the time of inspection prior to being

exposed for sale,

BAKEHOUSES.

Number on the Register on 31st December, 1938

24

These premises were regularly inspected during the vear and no contra-

ventions were observed,

SUMMARY 0OF WORK DONE IN THE SANITARY DEPARTMENT.

Inspection of Nuisances and Miscellaneous Visits
Visits to Slaughterhouses
Visits to Cowsheds and Dairies
Common Lodging Houses ..
stables
! Infections Ihseases, .. . :
Number of Rooms disinfected after Infectious Diseases
i = Tuberculosis ...
Number of Articles disinfected by steam
No. of Drains tested with smoke test and colour test
Number of [nhabited Vans inspected. ..
Preliminary letters and notices sent out
Statutory notices served
Whitewash brushes lent out
Letters of special requirements

4362
738
16
25
1.3
122
L]
14
36
165
32
405
44
385
321









