[Report 1937] / Medical Officer of Health, Padiham U.D.C.

Contributors

Padiham (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1937

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/zs77jhfw

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







The Public Health Act, 1875

ANNUAL REPORT

ON THE
Health and Sanitary Condition
URBAN DISTRICT OF
PADIHAM

During the Year 1937

BY

J. W. J. FORSYTHE. M.B.. Ch.B., B.A.O. (Belfast)
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

BURNLEY :

Veevers & Hensman, Ltd., Burnley Wood Viill, Parliament Street






3

The Urban District Council of Padiham

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE URBAN DISTRICT
COUNCIL OF PADIHAM.

GENTLEMEMN,

| have the honour to present my Twelfth Annual Report dealing
with the year 1937,

Acting on the instructions of the Ministry of Health, this report
will be an Ordinary Report and will deal mainly with the following:—

(1) Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area.

(2) General Provision of Health Services for the Area.

(3) Sanitary Circumstances.

(4) Housing.

(5) Inspection and Supervision of Food.

(6) Prevalence of, and control over, Infectious and other Diseases.

A cursory glance at the Vital Statistics show that the Birth Rate is
lower than last year by 1.1 per 1,000 population and the Death Rate is
higher than last year by 0.1 per 1,000 of the estimated population.

The Birth Rate so far as Padiham and other distressed cotton areas
are concerned is always an indication of the state of industry, and unless
further industries are established no appreciable increase in the birth
rate need be expected.

The Infant Mortality Rate for 1937 was 40 per 1,000 live births,
thus showing an increase of 11 per 1.000 live births on the rate for
1936. This increase is not very satisfactory but it might have been
much higher and for this | must render thanks to the Lancashire
County Council for their unfailing help and sympathy to all cases of
undernourishment among expectant mothers reported to them during
1937. The provisional Infantile Mortality Rate for England and Wales
is 58 per 1,000 live births and thus we are below that rate by 18 per
1,000 live births.

No maternal deaths were recorded during 1937 and there also being
no cases of Puerperal Sepsis reported | think we should return thanks to
the Medical Practitioners and our efficient midwives for returning a
clean bill of health on this very important part of their work.
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Among the Notitiable Infectious Diseases, Scarlet Fever was fairly
active, 27 cases being reported. The type of the disease was, however,
mild, and no deaths were recorded. Only 8 cases of Diphtheria
cropped up during the year and this is very gratifying considering the
very small percentage of the children who have been immunised against
the disease.

The year 1937 was also remarkable in the fact that no epidemic of
Influenza occurred. Some cases certainly cropped up, but not in
epidemic form.

Representation should be made by the Local Authority to the
County Council to suggest the installation of an Artificial Light Clinic at
West Bank House, Padiham. It is very unfair to expect mothers to
take young infants who require this treatment (and they are many) to
the Victoria Hospital, Burnley. Apart from the inconvenience, there
is the added expense which is considerable.

| have come to the conclusion that the Local Authority should
circularise pamphlets dealing with precautions against Influenza and
“Influenza Colds,'" as | am satisfied that most of the people have only a
rudimentary idea of the importance of isolating the first case which
occurs in a household.

It is very annoying to see an Influenza Cold spread from one
member of a family to all the others when one knows that this could have
been prevented by complete isolation of the first case. At any rate the
experiment is worth a trial.

Demolition of slum property and rehousing of the displaced tenants
in new Council Houses is proceeding satisfactorily and should be com-
pleted in another year.

In conclusion, | gratefully acknowledge the co-operation and assist-
ance of the Sanitary Inspector and the Surveyor, which has been invalu-
able in the preparation of this report.

| am, GCentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
|. W. |. FORSYTHE,
Medical Officer of Health.
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Death rate of Infants under one year of age . —

Al Infants per: 1000 Ive Births e e e s 40
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate live births ......... 43
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births ... .. Nil
Deaths from Cancer {all ages) .. c.ociii i s aass 12
Measles (all ages) oo i e Mil
Whooping Cough (all ages)........................... MNil
Diarrhoea (under 2 yearsof age) ...........coovvvnnn. Nil
Per 1,000 of Estimated Population |Maternal Mortalicy| oo o
. [ %enth __Rate Deaths
Population—10,610 Fraii ?’"fe'irr
T.B. of | Death per per per
Live Respira- Rate 1.000 1.000 1,000
Birth Death tory fram Live total Live
Rate Rate  System Cancer | Births = Births Births
Mean of 5 years—

1932—1936 12.0 4.8 0.61 1.43 Tl 6.85 62
Tear B938isvnnnat cll 25 15.7 0.91 |.56 Nil Mil 29
G L e e | ! N 15.8 1.03 .13 Mil Mil 40
Increase or decrease on

5 years average,

1932—1936............... —0.6 1.0 042 —030| —7.27 —6.85| —22
oty [ = | e G —1.1 | 4 0.1 -0.12 —0.43 Mil Mil =11

The Provisional Death Rate for England and Wales during 1937 was 1.2.4
The Provisional Birth Rate for England and Wales during 1937 was 14.5

Taking the Registrar General's 36 groupings of Causes of Death as
our guide, the deaths in the district during 1937 were as follows:—

Influenza 11, Pulmonary Tuberculosis 11, Other Tuberculosis 3,
Syphilis 1, Cancer 12. Cerebral Haemorrhage 5, Heart Disease 54, Other
Circulatory Diseases 20, Bronchitis 3, Pneumonia (all forms) 13, Other
Respiratory Diseases 2, Peptic Ulcer 1, Appendicitis 1, Cirrhosis of Liver
1, Other Liver Diseases 2, Other Digestive Diseases 4, Acute and Chronic
Mephritis 2, Congenital Debility and Premature Birth 4, Senility 6,
Suicide 2, Other Defined Diseases 10
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GEMNERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

Public Health Otticers of the Local Authority . —

(1) Medical Officer of Health (part time) who is also Medical
Otticer for the Padiham District of the Lancashire Public Assistance
Committee, Public Vaccinator and Police Surgeon.

(2) Orne Sanitary Inspector (whole time) who is also Cleansing
Superintendent.

(3) One Clerk.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

(a) For Infectious Diseases a motor ambulance is provided by the
Burnley |Joint Hospital Board.

(b} For non-infectious and accident cases a motor ambulance is
provided by the Padiham Division of the St. John's Ambulance Brigade.

(c) For Maternity cases the 5t. John's Ambulance is available.

LABORATORY FACILITIES.

A very efficient Public Health Laboratory is provided by the Burnley
Corporation for the prompt examination of pathological specimens, and
autfits for the use of the Medical Practitioners are kept at the surgery
of the M. O. H. and also at the Health Department in the Town Hall.

In addition, advantage is also taken occasionally of the facilities pro-
vided at the Public Health Laboratory of Manchester.

PROFESSIONAL MNURSING IN THE HOME.

(a) General—is undertaken by the Padiham and District Nursing
Association—two nurses being employed.

(b} Infectious Diseases such as Measles, Whooping Cough, and
Pneumonia, are undertaken by the same nurses.

This Nursing Association has no connection with the Local
Authority, and financial assistance, i.e. £50 per annum, is only given
for the nursing of Measles, Whooping Cough and Pneumonia.
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CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

(a) Maternity and Child Welfare Centre (Consultation and Treat
ment). This work is carried out by the Lancashire County Council at
West Bank House, Padiham. It is open daily excepting Saturdays, Sun-
days and School Holidays.

(b) Day MNursery—none provided

(c) School Clinic—carried out by the Lancashire County Council
at West Bank House.

(d) Orthopaedic Clinic—none; any cases cropping up are seen by
an orthopaedic surgeon at the request of the County Medical Officer of
Health.

(c) Artificial Light Clinic—none except for Tubercular Diseases
and these are situated at Nelson and Accrington, being under the super-
vision of the County Tubercular Officer.

(f) Tubercular Dispensary—none provided.

(g) Venereal Diseases Treatment Centre—There is no centre, all
cases being referred to the clinic at Victoria Hospital, Burnley.

HOSPITALS PROVIDED OR SUBSIDISED BY THE LOCAL
AUTHORITY.

(a) Smallpox—situated at Crown Point, Burnley. No. of beds
unlimited.

(b) For other Infectious Diseases—Sanatorium, Harle Syke, Burn-
ley. Accommaodation is sufficient under ordinary circumstances.

Both of these hospitals are controlled by the Burnley Joint Hospital
Board, two members of which are elected by the Padiham Council
Precept on cost.

MIDWIVES.

The Midwives Act (1937) came into force during the year. Two
midwives are employed under the scheme and are giving entire satisfac-
tion, although at first difficulties arose owing to overlapping of half holi-
days and week-ends off. One other midwife is in private practice.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

WATER SUPPLY .—The water supply of Padiham is provided by
the Local Authority. It is upland surface water derived from Pendle
Hill. It i1s constant.

The supply during the year has been satisfactory in quantity and
tairly satisfactory in quality

The mains have been extended to the 54 new Council houses which
were erected during the year.

The water is analysed chemically and bacteriologically at least once
each quarter and any defects or deficiencies are duly notitied by the

M.OH.

The result of the analysis of a typical sample cbtained in 1937 s
as follows:—

ANALYSIS OF WATER FROM VALVE HOUSE AT CHURN CLOUGH
ON 15th JULY, 1937.

CHEMICAL.

Colour: Yellowish Green. Turbidity: Slight. Smell: None.
Oxygen Absorption (4 hours at 270C) ............... 0.055
Free and Saline Ammonia .........ccoceeevievecene.... 0.0042
Albuminoid AIaMIOETE. o s e s s s o 0.0044
ot = 0 e =0 e e S e e s e S P e Ml
e bt L] e e e o D e o e 0.024
Ehloridess b o o o i s iy o R R S i e 1.6
Hardness [ OTORONAIRL S, (o8t o v wohmnn e 3 S R A L 1575
Clarkes: I Permanent i vesocsoiiinssrvscsnnon 215
Method | Total ooruseeimrssmemnsnsmpspatessrnsiryeen 33
Reaction il i s B s e 2 et iy 7.0—15
Action on Lead (24 hours) .o vvminseeiesvavnnmn v 1.0

o [t ] P e S i S Sl et L e o A Ml
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CLOSET ACCOMMODATION AT THE END OF 1937.

Privy Middens —MNo. of Middens—NMNone

Kio. of Pail Closats’ o e srs e ek Pk s sl il S 12
Dry Ashpits (excluding Middens) ..... S 25
rgvable Ashbing o i adas 3314
Houses on Water Coursage System ......... 3336
Fresh Watey Closeta. L oo los o i 2318
Waste Water Closets ......cooveiionninneescais 1443

CONVERSIOMNS :—
During During five
1937 years—1932
1936.
No. of Privy Closets to fresh W.Cs ......... — =
to waste W.Cs ...« — —
fo pails ebeEl L — —
Mo, of Pail Closets to fresh W.Cs ......... — —_—
to waste W.Cs ......... — —
no. of Waste W.C.s to Fresh W.Cs ............ 2 10
No. of Houses at which movable ashbins have
been substituted for fixed receptacles ...... 1 1

The local authority contributes half towards the costs of these con-
sersions. All new property is being provided with fresh water closets.

SCAVENGING.

The Scavenging in the district consists of the removal and disposal
of nightsoil from the pails, the weekly collection of house and trade
-efuse and its subsequent incineration 1n a 3-celled Destructor.  This
work is carried out under the supervision of the Sanitary Inspector and
motors are used,
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OFFENSIVE TRADES.

.~ MNo. of Otfensive Trades—22. Character: Tripe Boilers, Fish Friers
and Marine Store Dealers.

24 visits of inspection were paid to these premises during the year
and each was found to be carried on as satisfactory as the nature of the
business permits.

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS ACT.

100 inspections were paid to the workshops and factories in the
district which were found to be in a satisfactory condition generally.

Six contraventions were observed and attended to.

MNo. of Workshops and Factories on the Register—99.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

There are 2 registered Common Lodging Houses in the district.
During the year 23 visits of inspection were paid to these premises. One
of these Lodging Houses was condemned as unfit for human habitation,
but the Local Authority thought fit to deal with it as an individual unfit
nouse.

SCHOOLS.

The sanitary conditions and water supply of the various schools in
<he district were very satisfactory during the year.

Mo action was necessary as regards closure or exclusion from school
tor preventing the spread of infectious diseases.

HOUSING.
“Jumber of new houses erected during the year 1937 :—
(a) Total (including numbers given separately under (b) ...... &7
(1} By the Local Authority .........cccoiinn. 54
{2) By other Local Authorities ...............ccceeeeeeeen. Nil
(3) By other bodies or Persons ............cocoeieieeenn 3

'b) With State assistance under the Housing Acts:
(1) By the Local Authority (included under (a) (1) above) 54
(2) By other bodies or persons (included under (a) (3)
Yo% 7, -) PP PP Mil
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Inspection of dwelling-houses during the year:—

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for hous-
ing defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts)

(b) MNumber of inspections made for the purpose ......

(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses {included under sub head
(1) above) which were inspected and recorded under

the Housing Consclidated Regulation 1925 .........

(b) MNumber of inspections made for the purpose ..... i

(3) MNumber of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for human
im0 g Lo L UL PSR

(4) MNumber of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to
under the preceding sub-head) found rnot to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation ............

Remedy of defects during the year without service of formal
notices .—
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in conse-
quence of informal action by the local authority or their
o] e s AR Ee e I e Lk SO e T AT

Action under statutory powers during the year —
(a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing

Act, 1936
(1) MNumber of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served reguiring repairs ........c..cooeioiiiiians Vi

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit after

service ot formal notices:—
[a) By OWNErs ....icocoilieiiissesssianseresisiahinin o
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts.—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied ............

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices:—

(@) By owners ......icoiiciiirieisessiienisiineaes
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners ............

145
454

Mil
Nil

Mil

145

MNil

11

MNil
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ic) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Hous-

ing Act, 1936:—
(1} Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Demoli-
tion orders were MAdE o i e MNil
(2) MNumber of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance of
LRErnplitian [ BICEPE. st s o S T e X S S b 25

(d) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act,
1936:—
(1) MNumber of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which closing orders were made ............... Nl
(2) MNumber of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which closing orders were determined, the
tenement or room having been rendered fit . _.......... Nil

HOUSING ACT, 1936.
Part IV. Overcrowding:—

fa) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the year 40
(2) Number of families dwelling therein ..................... 41
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein ........ . 2574
(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding repnrted dunng
Lot R e B s e N L e g e R S i Nil
(c) (1) MNumber of cases of overcrowding relieved during the
B e L R T v o e Tt A 26
(2) Number of persons concerned in such cases ......... 1431

The Local Authority is very active in dealing with steps to be taken
to relieve overcrowding.

UNHEALTHY AREAS.

During 1937 seven areas comprising 56 houses were condemned by
me as unfit for human habitation and were scheduled for demolition.

One area comprising 4 houses was closed during the year.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
(a) MILK SUPPLY.

DAIRIES AND COWSHEDS.

14 visits of inspection were made to the dairies and cowsheds in the
district. One contravention was noticed and attended to, this relating
to dirty milking stools.
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UNSOUND FOOD.

The following amount of diseased or unsound food was condemned
as unfit for human consumption :—

Beget: Tuberculesiss 5w naiiati 516 Ibs.
Cirrhesie o i s s e ot s 18 Ibs.

Dl s e s s e e T 28 lbs.

B SR s ittt st e it kb el e 39 lbs.

v AlspacapE, o e 24 lbs.
Ealf o JaundiCe uns st e s sy 56 lbs.
iy MaEknitis: A AR e et 5 b
Bigs. Cirrhosis: e iaisiecaiaty 4 lbs.
TUBETCUlBEIE" . v e o e 124 lbs.

e Inflammation .............. A AT 4 lbs.
2] oo T o TV e O S S 24 Ibs.
R | o o e s S S 44 lbs.
Bractire . fates: bt pr b la ke s Bl e 4 lbs.

; Verminous Noose ........oiiiiiiiiie 5 Ibs.
Tin of Corned Beef, Decomposition ......... 6 Ibs.
Tin of Tongue, Decomposition ............... 6 lbs.
Tin of |ellied Veal, Decomposition ........... 3 lbs.
Tin of Ham, Decomposition ................e 11 Ibs.
Cauliflowers, Decomposition ...........cc...es 288 Ibs.
atalis s et e s T 12045%1bs.

All the above were surrendered at the time of inspection prior to
being exposed for sale.

BAKEHOUSES.

Number on register 23.

These premises are regularly inspected. One contravention was
~oticed during the year, this relating to nuisance from bakehouse

“himney






Hospital.
Total Cases Notified.
MNaotifiable Total Years. Total Total Deaths
Diseases. Cases at —_— — deaths| Cases re- in
all ages Ju'dr | 65 & moved to| Hospital
I 1-2 2-3 3-4 4.5 5-10 10-15 15-20 20-35 35-45 45-65 up'ds I.u_mﬁmnw_
Scarlet Fever........... 27 S U p— 2 [ I & 3 4 — — — Mil 23 Mil
Diphtheria ............... 8 —_— - - = = 6 I _ — — — — Nil 8 MNil
Pneumonia (Primar
and Influenzal).......] 2l —_ - 2 | = = - 2 i i B 2 13 Mil MNil
Puerperal Pyrexia ... _ —_—— = = = | = = = | | — — | Nil Nil MNil
Ophthalmia
Meonatorum . | | — - = = — — _— _— —_ — —_ il Mil Mil
Erysipelas 5 B NN QR g BN - — — — 3 2 Nil Nil Nil
Chicken Pox. .. 60 o0 o I T R e AR e I —_ | o= | = ] = ] Mil Nil Nil
Totals ......... 123 3.5 4|27 | 10 54 _ 7 7 7 o 4 | Nil 30 Nil
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SUMMARY OF WORK DONE IN THE SANITARY
DEPARTMENT.

Inspections for NMuisances and miscellaneous visits

Visits to Factories, Workshops and Workplaces
bo: DIEUENTErNOLISES . oo oumed o g v st s s e e s
o Covwshieds. and DIAIRIas: i sie i s e s
to Common Lodging Houses
o o o) | o RN SR B e e e St 5 S s
T o = T L B o T T

HumbEr of rooms disinfected after Infectious Diseases .

NMumber of rooms disinfected aftter Tuberculosis

Number of articles disinfected by steam

MNMumber of Drains tested with smoke test and ::c:lnur I e

Preliminary Letters and MNotices sent out

Sraturory Motices served | o.cceccc i oot hamsaghw ekt e

Whitewash Brushes lent out

Letters of Special Requirements

..............................

........................

....................................

CHIEF SANITARY REQUIREMENTS OF THE DISTRICT.

(1) A Public Swimming Bath.

(2) The establishment of a Maternity Home and Ante-Natal

Clinic.















