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FOREWORD

HE story of the romantic career of Jane Shore, who

became the favourite mistress of King Edward IV,
is now almost forgotten. For over two centuries it appears
to have been overlooked by historians and writers, although
it has not been neglected by dramatists, for whose efforts,
however, historical accuracy cannot be claimed. Yet this
woman, whose beauty and irresistible charm cast an
enchantment over some of the most distinguished men of
her time, deserves a niche in history.

Sir Thomas More deemed her story worthy of his pen,
and we owe to him a detailed and precise description of
her person and character. We know that he regarded her
as more worthy of a place in history than many whose
fame had resounded throughout the centuries. Other
authentic accounts of her life are few, and only the briefest
records are to be found in the State Papers, Wardrobe
Accounts, and other historical documents of the time.

The dry facts I have gleaned, I have endeavoured to
blend with some of the more interesting traditions con-
cerning her which have been preserved in poems, ballads
and tracts that have come down to us from the sixteenth
century. Thus, in a series of episodes, I have tried to
portray Jane Shore and present some idea of her person-
ality rather than write a history of her time.

[ 11 ]



THE WITCHERY OF JANE SHORE

I make no attempt to excuse her delinquency. The
fact that she wronged her husband and left him to become
a mistress of the king cannot be gainsaid, but it must be
conceded, after studying her story, that Jane was not a
mere courtesan.

She was an unmoral rather than an immoral woman,
and it must be remembered that she lived at a time when
licentiousness was the common failing of the highest
people in the land. Yet she had sterling merits in her
character, for in the period of over ten years in which she
occupied a place of great power at the Court of Edward IV,
it is to her credit, and here all the chroniclers agree, that
she never abused her exalted position, nor did she exercise
her influence other than in a good cause.

The Protector, in vindictive revenge, despoiled her of
wealth, position and property, then, after falsely accusing
her of practising witchcraft and sorcery in an attempt on
his life, caused her to suffer the humiliation of a public
penance at St. Paul’s Cross. Cast forth from surround-
ings of luxury in a palace, deprived of money and of
friends, it was the fate of this once brilliant mistress of a
king to drag out a miserable existence within the dismal
walls of a debtor’s prison.

In the extracts quoted from early documents and
records, the spelling has been modernized to some extent,
but otherwise the text has not been altered.



PART ONE

JANE SHORE IN HISTORY
AND ROMANCE






ONE

N the spring of the year 1464, there came a lull in the

strife and clash of arms between the houses of York
and Lancaster, which had so long resounded throughout
England and rent the country in twain. Henry VI had
been signally defeated and put to flight at Hexham, and
the cause of the Lancastrians was completely crushed.
Fortune seemed to smile at last on the house of York, and
the people longed for peace and a ime of prosperity.

England now needed a strong ruler and found one in
King Edward IV. On April 3oth, he left London to go
to York with the object of creating Lord Montague, the
victor at Hexham, Earl of Northumberland. On return-
ing, he was received with acclamation in all the towns
through which he passed, for the recent victories had
greatly enhanced his popularity. The citizens of London
in particular looked forward to greeting the victorious
monarch, the hero of many battles, and determined to
give him a right royal welcome.

Cheapside, then the chief centre of the city’s trade,
consisted of a long, straggling street, stretching from
the south side of the Strand to terminate near the site
where the Mansion House now stands.

The high gabled houses, with their half-timbered fronts
- and projecting balconies, had been gaily decorated; the
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THE WITCHERY OF JANE SHORE

shops were chiefly occupied by mercers, who had vied one
with another in making a brave display. Wreaths of
flowers hung from window to window, and banners,
blazoned with fanciful devices, fluttered in the breeze.
Many of the balconies contained plants and bright flowers
of varied hues, while rich tapestries and costly fabrics had
been draped over their balustrades. Rare brocades and
velvets from Genoa hung in massive folds from some of
the windows; others gleamed with finer textured silks
from Venice or brilliantly spangled gauzes from the looms
of Italy.

In Lombard Street, the quarter of the gold and silver-
smiths, and those who carried on business in bullion and
jewels, there was not so much outward display, for the
dealers in these objects of value looked more to security
from depredation in the construction of their dwellings.
Here, above the doorways, from long brackets, swung
sign-boards bearing various devices; the narrow windows
were protected by strong iron bars, behind which glimpses
could be obtained of massive plate and other valuable
specimens of the goldsmith’s craft.

On the day the king was expected, when Cheapside was
thronged with people of all classes, and when Court
gallants in rich attire jostled shoulders with sober citizens
in their doublets of grey cloth or with their apprentices
in still more humble garb, one house at the upper end of
the thoroughfare attracted special attention on account of
the beauty of its decorations. The doorposts, of massive
oak curiously carved, supported two large projecting
balconies above. Across the back of the window hung a
curtain of white silk to which roses had been so skilfully

[ 6]



THE WITCHERY OF JANE SHORE

attached that it had the appearance of a piece of beautiful
embroidery. The lower balcony was gay with blooms,
and from the balustrade hung brilliant banners and
streamers, which had been chosen with skill and taste.

Inside the low-ceiled shop, which was below the level
of the street, the walls were lined with shelves laden with
rolls of cloth, taffetas and velvets; and a long oak table
or counter, stacked with silks and finer fabrics, could be
seen. Outside, above the door, swung a sign-board bear-
ing on one side the picture of a lamb and on the other
that of an angel; this betokened the shop of Thomas
Wainstead the mercer. The door was closed, for the royal
progress was anticipated, and the crowd grew so great that
only with difficulty could anyone proceed westward.

The blare of trumpets and beat of drums in the
distance, heard above the murmur of the people, heralded
the approach of the procession; it drew nearer, and entered
Cheapside at the east end; and presently a company of
men with staves cleared a passage through the throng.
Then, as the bells crashed out a merry peal, the cavalcade
appeared, and the people broke into lusty cheers. At the
head rode the young king, his cap in hand, smiling, with
sparkling eyes. Tall and perfectly proportioned, his
proudly poised, handsome head was covered with dark
brown hair which curled to his shoulders. He was but
twenty-two years of age and in the flower of physical
vigour. His full, firm mouth proclaimed an ardent and
beauty-loving nature, but the cast of his fine features
indicated resolution and unusual power of will. As he
guided his richly caparisoned horse through the crowd, a
- majestic and kingly figure, shouts of “ York! York!”
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THE WITCHERY OF JANE SHORE

“ Long live the King! ” went up from the throats of the
delighted citizens. Renewed acclamations greeted the
Marquis of Hastings, the king’s companion in many
battles; close behind rode a great company of nobles—
the Earls of Essex, Arundel and Northumberland, with
other knights attached to the king’s person. The glitter-
ing procession was followed by the mayor, his aldermen
arrayed in their scarlet robes, and some two hundred
craftsmen clad in blue, with members of the city guilds
who had come to escort the king through the city.

Leaning over the upper balcony of the mercer’s house
a girl stood and waved her hand, as she recognized her
father. Her charming face was framed in the golden
hair which fell like a flood of sunshine over her shoulders;
her blue eyes sparkled and her dimpled cheeks broke into
a smile when he glanced up and saw her.

“ Look,” cried one apprentice to another in the street
below, “ there’s our Jane—God bless her! ” He doffed his
cap and threw it into the air while he cheered again.

“York! York! " shouted the other, and, plucking a
white rose from his doublet, he tossed it up to her.

| 18]



TWO

DWARD IV, the first monarch of the house of York
to ascend the English throne, was a man who may be
said to have possessed every attribute of a king.

In stature over six feet three inches, with broad
shoulders and well-knit frame, he had a majestic and
commanding presence, and his charming, gracious manner
endeared him to all. His hair, which added to the
attractiveness of his face, was nearly black; his eyes were
small but bright and glistening. His valour and dauntless
courage, proved on many battlefields, made him beloved
by his people, and notwithstanding his high position he
was as much at home among the citizens of London as
among his courtiers at Westminster.

He was an ardent sportsman and delighted in hunting
and tilting. Pageantry, music and dancing he revelled in,
while beauty and colour appealed to him in any form.
Although he was easy of access and fond of a jest, he
knew how to preserve his dignity when required. We
are told that his naturally pleasant manner with its gay
vivacity was tempered with resolution. His strong, active
body, hardened and disciplined by exercises in the field,

showed at every movement the natural vigﬂur of his con-
stitution.
[ 19 ]



THE WITCHERY OF JANE SHORE

Born in Rouen on April 28th, 1442, he was hailed as
a symbol of the reunion of England and Normandy,
and, on account of his birthplace, the popular ballads of
London acclaimed him as the “ Rose of Rouen.” One of
these, sung about the time of his coronation, ran as
follows :

“ Now 1s the Rose of Rouen grown to great honour,
Therefore sing we every one y- blessed be that flower.
I warn ye every one that ye shall understand,

There sprang a rose in Rouen that spread to England;

Had not the Rose of Rouen been, all England had been
dour,

Y- blessed be the time God ever spread that flower.

The Rose came to London, full royally riding,

Two archbishops of England they crowned the Rose
king.

Almighty Lord! Save the Rose and give him thy
blessing

And all the realm of England joy of his corowning,

That we may bless the time God ever spread that
flower.”

Two authentic and interesting descriptions of Edward
have come down to us, both written about 1471, when the
brave, easy-going boy of nineteen had become the virile
man of twenty-nine.

During his adventurous life his good fortune had been
wonderful, and he had proved, when unhampered by the
will and power of Warwick, to be the greatest soldier of
his day.
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THE WITCHERY OF JANE SHORE

His personality is thus described by writers of the
period. Philippe de Comines, who was at his Court and
knew him at that time, tells us that “the figure of his
person was the most elegant and finished of any that age
produced. He was not a man of any great management
or foresight but of an invincible courage, and the most
beautiful prince my eyes ever beheld.

“ His thoughts were wholly employed upon the ladies,
hunting and dressing. Indeed, his humour and person
were so well tuned for love intrigues as any prince I ever
saw 1n my life, for he was young and the most beautiful
man of his time.”

We have another description of Edward written by
Polydore Vergil, an Italian born in the latter half of
the fifteenth century and sent to England by Pope
Alexander VI. He settled in this country as rector of
Church Langton in Leicestershire during the king’s reign.
He was “ very tall of personage,” he writes, “ exceeding
the stature almost of all others, of comely visage, pleasant
look, broad breasted, his body even to his feet proportion-
ately correspondent. He had a sharp wit, high courage
and retentive memory touching those things which he had
once conceived. Diligent in doing his affairs, ready in
perils, earnest and horrible to the enemy, but bountiful
to his friends and acquaintances, and most fortunate in
his wars.”

For women generally he appears to have had an
irresistible attraction, and for those on whom he set his
heart he had the advantage of the complete lover. All
the chroniclers agree that he gained such applause from
the feminine sex as few men ever had the good fortune

[ 21]



THE WITCHERY OF JANE SHORE

to enjoy, for “ he had naturally abundance of humanity,
and knew so well how to improve that easy condescension
that he seldom fell into a familiarity without a design.
He was a master of much gallantry and address, and by a
little conversation soon understood what form to assume
to make himself the most agreeable, and whatever he did
take upon him he made it all of a piece and acted up to
the height of his character. There was hardly any humour
so difficult that he could not please, any virtue so stubborn
that he could not bend to a compliance, or any appetite
so fickle that he had not the art of fixing.”

Michael Drayton observes, in the notes to his “ Heroicall
Epistles,” that “ although Edward was by nature very
chivalrous, he was also very amorous, and applied his
sweet, amiable aspect to attain his wanton appetite.”
Certainly the amatory passion burned fiercely in the
young king, and from the time he came to the throne he
showed himself a general adorer of the fair sex. “To the
ladies, who have also their share in the motion of States,”
writes Habington, “ he applied a general courtship which,
used by a prince of so amiable a personage, made them,
usually the idols of others, idolators of him.”

‘A proof of the share he obtained in the affection of his
female subjects is seen in the fact that after his escape
from Middleham Castle in Yorkshire, where he had been
held a prisoner by the Earl of Warwick, he made the best
of his way to London. This hastening to the city 1s said
to have been caused through the general affection on the
part of the merchants’ wives, who, having command over
their husbands, urged them on to side with the prince and
espouse his cause.

[ 22 ]



THE WITCHERY OF JANE SHORE

Philippe de Comines also alludes to the influence exerted
by the women, who rallied to his support when he regained
the crown; he declares that “a great many women of
quality and rich merchants’ wives, with whom in times
past he had been familiar, persuaded their husbands to
incline to him.”

“ Concerning this democratic action of the king,”
remarks Bayle, “ other kings in other countries would have
lost their crowns for being too great with the wives of
their subjects, but here is one who recovered it by that
very means.”

The grace of his person and the gallantry of his
behaviour were charms the city ladies could not resist,
and their husbands could but give their hearts to a king
who so readily gave his both to them and their wives. A
king of this disposition was bound to be very popular with
them. When he was in want of money, a matter of
frequent occurrence, he appealed to the wealthy city
merchants with whom he was on good terms, and not
without success.

There 1s a story that when he was asking the London
citizens to finance his expedition to France in 1473, he so
enchanted the widow of a merchant who had already con-
tributed freely and out of all proportion to her estate, that
on being solicited by the king in person, she gave him
twenty pounds more on the promise that he would give
her a kiss, ““ which,” says the chronicler, “ was so extra-
ordinary a favour to a widow declined in years, she was
so overjoyed that she doubled the sum.”

Polydore Vergil says: “He was one who quickly
fastened the eye upon anything that appeared beautiful,

[ 23 ]
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and was captivated at the first view of an agreeable object
with such a complexion for love, with such powers to
charm was this prince adorned; so many were there who
sought to be admired by him, such numbers he was
inclined to admire.”

Orleans declared that “ his love was sometimes fixed,
sometimes upon the ramble, attacking all women through
a loose inclination and engaging in a constant humour
with others.”

Edward’s reputation as a conqueror of the fair sex was
not confined to England, for when Louis XI invited him
to France, an invitation which the king himself had
suggested, the French monarch postponed the visit “ for
fear the ladies of his Court should become enamoured
with the beauty and address of so heroic a prince, and he
should therefore make it longer than consisted with good
politics.”

Comines records that Louis called to him after King
Edward’s departure and said: “ By the peace of God, the
King of England 1s an Amorous and Fair Prince, he, at
the first Beck wou'd gladlie see Paris where he might
fortune to find such pleasant and talkative Dames, which
with fair words and pleasant Pastimes might so allure him
to their fancies, that it might breed occasion in him to
come over the sea again, which I weuld not gladly see for
his Progenitors have been too long and too often both in
Paris and Normandy.”

When the Earl of Warwick was at the height of his
power, knowing the young king’s propensities he used all
his influence to induce him to sue for the hand of the
Princess Bona of Savoy, the sister of the Queen of France.

[ 24 ]



THE WITCHERY OF JANE SHORE

When, however, the matter was discussed at the State
Council, Edward astonished those present by telling them
that he was married already, for five months previously
he had espoused the Lady Elizabeth Grey, the young
widow of Sir John Grey of Groby, a Lancastrian, who had
fallen at the second battle of St. Albans. It subsequently
transpired that while on his way to York in April, 1464,
he had stopped at Stony Stratford, stolen away with two
of his companions, and ridden off to Grafton Castle where
Lady Elizabeth was staying. They were married there
on May morning in the presence of her mother, Jacquet,
Duchess of Bedford, his two friends and “a young man
to help the priest to sing.”

The secrecy of his marriage was destined to have far-

reaching effects in later years, when the legitimacy of
Edward’s children came to be challenged by Richard,

Duke of Gloucester. The Duchess of Bedford also became
involved after the marriage became known, for it was
commonly reported that she had influenced the young
king to marry her daughter by means of “ witchcraft,
sorcery and love-potions,” an accusation which we shall
refer to again.

There is a tradition that Edward first met the fair
young widow when he was hunting in the forest of
Whittlebury, in the neighbourhood of her mother’s dower
castle at Grafton.

While staying there on a visit, hearing that the king was
close by, Elizabeth lay in wait for him one day between
Grafton and Whittlebury. Standing under a noble tree,
which for centuries afterwards was known as the “ Queen’s

Oak,” and holding her two boys by their hands, she
[ 25 ]


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































