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Divisional Public Health Office,
The Green,
Horsforth, Leeds.

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you the Annual Report on
the health of the Borough for the year 1956, and to draw attention
to certain vital statistics of interest.

The birth rate was 15.8 as compared with 14.8 in the previous
year. Of the total births registered 2/ were illegitimate as com-
pared with 1.97/ in 19533,

There were 17 deaths of infants under one year giving an
infant mortality rate of 342. The rate for the West Riding
Administrative County was 27.1 and that of England and Wales
23.8. The increase in the infantile mortality rate for the Borough
is not a reflection on the inadequacy of medical attention; 13 of the
17 died in the first four weeks of life, 8 only living a matter of
hours. These were unavoidable deaths due to either extreme pre-
maturity or congenital defects,

For the seventh year in succession there were no maternal
deaths, which continues to reflect very favourably on the ante-natal
supervision given to mothers in this area.

The death rate from all causes was 11.7 as compared with
11.6 in 1955. The preponderance of deaths due to heart and circula-
tory disease, cancer and respiratory diseases continues to be the
major problem, as so far there is no particular panacea to combat
these diseases, as improved living conditions and immunisation
have controlled the death rate from infectious disease. Seventy-
five per cent of all deaths were persons aged 60 and over.

The incidence of pulmonary tuberculosis still calls for the
continued application of preventive measures, and the closest co-
operation between medical staft, hospital staff, mass radiography
units and the housing authority. The immunisation of 13 vear old
school children by B.C.G. vaccination enters its second year, and
it is hoped that by the continuation of this protection the figures
for T.B. in adults will gradually show a marked diminution.

The biggest development in preventive measures during the
year was the welcome introduction of the poliomyelitis vaccine.
Protection was offered to all children born between 1954 and 1947.
The response to the appeal was that approximately 2,500, of an
estimated 7,300 children in that age group were registered. Unfor-
tunately, the supplies of the vaccine were not sufficient to deal
with in 1956 more than 107 of the number registered, but
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vaccination is proceeding regularly at the present time. There are
two injections given at an interval of not less than three weeks
apart and as far as we have ascertained any constitutional disturb-
ances are negligible.

For the ninth year in succession there has been no case of
diphtheria in the Division, but it is of the utmost importance that
immunisation before one year and again on entering school must
be stressed for the state of affairs to continue. Of like importance
is the protection against smallpox by vaccination. The figures here
are far too low., Immunisation of children under four years against
whooping cough is also available, and could be used more fre-
quently.

The home nurses, health visitors and home helps continue
to devote much attention to the needs of the aged, sick and infirm,
and the Divisional Welfare Officer haz given valuable assistance in
obtaining appropriate care for those who were unable to manage
their own homes.

As the Borough of Pudsey is included in Division 5 of the
West Riding County Council’'s Divisional Administration of the
Preventive Medical Services, I have included in an appendix to this
report, as in previous vears, information and statistics relating to
these services.

In conclusion, I wish to thank the Chairman and members of
the Health Committee for the kindness and interest in the work of
the Health Department. I also wish to give appreciation to the
officers of the Council and the staff of the Health Department for
their unfailing, willing co-operation and assistance throughout the
year.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient Servant,
HELEN M. MITCHELL,
Acting Medical Officer of Health.



GENERAL AND VITAL STATISTICS

Area of the Borough (acres) .. 5,323
Estimated Population (mid-year 19:-6] 31,460
Area Comparability Factor: Births . 1.02
Deaths ... e 1.09
Number of inhabited houses (estimated) ... ... ... .. 11,582
Rateable value for General Rate (approx.) ... ... ... ... #£278,548
Sum represented by a Penny Rate (approx.) ... ... ... ... £1,050
BIRTHS
The District is divided into 7 Wards
Total Male Femals
Live, Legitimate ... «ve vor vor ves von one 487 244 243
BRI viiliie aes wvs ass won 10 4 6
497 248 249
b S B e R A 4 2 2
IHegitimate ... o i o cumvni an — — —
8] 2 2
BIRTH RATES
1955 1956
Live births (per 1,000 estimated population) ... ... 148 15.8
Still births (per 1,000 estimated [mpuldtmn} ...... 0.42 0.13
Still births (per 1,000 live and still births) ... ... ... 27.5 8.0
DEATHS
Total Male Female
All causes ... .. el et e 308 175 192
Deaths of infants under 1 }ear
legitimate 16 8 &
illegitimate 1 - 1
Deaths of infants under 4 weeks
legitimate 12 3 7
illegitimate 1 - 1
Deaths from puerperal causes ... ... ... ... s - —
DEATH RATES
1,000 estimated ulati
(per estimated population) S Soe
A1l causes (erade) ... e vor cos cos can sus sen sn wes ove 1100 11.7
All causes (ad]ustcd] o W 12.7
Death Rates of lnfa.nts under one year of age
1955 1956
All infants (per 1,000 live births) .. AP [, 34.2
Death Rates of Infants und-e:' l'-aur weeks of age -
1955 195
All infants (per 1,000 live births) ... ... voo veu ev oo 15.3 26.2
Maternal Mortality
(per 1,000 live and still births)
1955 1956
Pregnancy, childbirth and abortion ... ... ... ... ... il nil
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COMPARATIVE VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1956

Based on the Registrar General's Figures

|
B-::mugh | ﬁgg‘regate West | England
| West Riding and
Pudae | Riding Admin, Wales
| | Urban | County {Provis-
| Districts ional
‘ fipures)
BIRTH RATE : _ ! .
Unadjusted [ 158 | 1583% 16.4
Adjusted® ... | 18.1 16.0 16.5 15.7
DEATH RATES: |
All canses (Crude) [ 11.7 12.6 | 11.8 1.7
All causes (Adjusted)* .. [ 13.1 12.9 L.
Infective and parasitic dlsease x Nil 0.07 ! 007 XX
Tuberculosis of Ra&plmbﬂ:}rﬁ}'ﬁbﬂm 0.10 0.11 | 0.1l 0.11
COther forms of tuberculosis | 003 0.0l |  0.02 0.01
Respiratory Diseasest ... [ 149 | 1.87 1.29 XX
Cancer} | 188 | 205 1.89 2.02
Vascular Lesions of ' i
Nervous System . 1.434 205 | 1E8 XX
Heart and Circulatory Diseases 4.45 476 | 4.47 xx
INFANT MORTALITY : |
(Deaths under one year per 1 I}ﬂﬂ i
live births) 4.2 | 259 | 271 238
MATERNAL MORTALITY : il 0.69 0.62 0.56

f

* Birth and Death Rates as adjusted by area comparability factor. These
factors allow for the differing age and sex distribution of the population in
different areas and are used for comparing birth and death rates with those

in other areas.

x Combined death rate from syphilitic disease, diphtheria, whooping cough,
meningococcal infections, acute poliomyelitis, measles and other infective

and parasitic diseases.
t Combined death rate from

diseases of the respiratory system, excluding tuberculosis.
1 Death rate from malignant neoplasms, including neoplasms of lymphatic

and hasmatopoietic tissues,

xx Figures not available.

influenza, bronchitis, pneumonia, and other




CAUSES OF DEATH OF

PUDSEY RESIDENTS

Disease.

Tuberculosis, Hespiratory .. :
Tuberculosis, other s S
Syphilitic disease

Diphtheria

Whooping cough

Meningococcal infections

Acute poliomyelitis .

Measles .

Other infective and pa.mmtlc diseases
Malignant neoplasm, stomach :
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus
Malignant neoplasm, breast
Malignant neoplasm, uterus

Other malignant and lymphatic nmplasms

Leukaemia, aleukaemia

Diabetes

Vascular lesions of nervous ﬁ}'stem
Coronary disease, angina 2
Hypertension with heart disease ..
Other heart disease . .

Other circulatory disease

Influenza

Prnegmonia

Bronchitis ;

Other dizeases of rnﬁpmutnr}r 5y¢tem
Ulcer of stomach and dwodenum
Gastritis, enteritis and diarthoea
Nephritis and nephrosis
Hyperplasia of prostate
Fregnancy, childbirth, abortion
Congenital malformations . .

Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor vehicle accidents

All other accidents , .

Suicide .e
Homicide and ap-eratu:-ns of war e
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AGES AT DEATH OF PUDSEY RESIDENTS
KBased on Local Registrar’s Returns as adjusted for Inward and Outward Transfers)
Age Male Female : Total
! ]

Under 1 B - 9 17
1 — J— —

2t0 4 = P = =
5t0 9 - | — —
10 to 14 -_ | — —_
15 to 19 - | 1
20 to 29 = 2 2
30 to 39 i 2 | 6 8
40 to 49 o 13 | 8 21
50 to 59 B 25 | 12 37
60 to 69 e 45 | 29 74
70 to 79 o 44 | 71 120
50 to 89 o 31 i 49 80
90 & over .s 2 5 | 7

: i :
Totals .. .. 175 | 192 i 367
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH
FOR THE AREA

SERVICES

STAFF

Full details of the staff of the Department are given at the
beginning of this report.

LABORATORY FACILITIES

The Public Health Laboratory of the Medical Research
Council at Wakefield undertakes the bacteriological examination of
clinical specimens, milk, water, etc,, and certain bio-chemical tests
on milk and ice-cream.

The chemical analysis of milk, foodstuffs, water, etc., is
carried out by Mr. Raymond Mallinder, Hahfax, and by Messrs.
Richardson c% Jafte, Bradford.

AMBULANCE SERVICE

The Borough is served by the West Riding County Council’s
Ambulance Depot situated at Westroyd Park, Farsley., There are
three ambulances stationed at the Depot, two of which are fitted
with radio-communication,

For the removal of cases of infectious disease, a special
ambulance is available from the Leeds Road Hospital, Bradford.

CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES

The following table gives details of the various clinics
serving the Borough.—

CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES
NAME SITUATION WHEN HELD
School (Minor Ailments Si. Lawrence House, Tues., Wed., Frid.
Clinic) Pudsey mornings,

Infant Welfare Clinic
Ante -natal Clinic
Ante-natal Exercize
Clinie

Chest Clinie

(Leeds Regional
Hospital Board)

“Farfield,"

=t. Lawrence House,
Pudsey

3t. Lawrence House,
Pudsey

Farfield
Estate, Farsley.

2t., Luke's Hospital,
Eradford.

10

Monday afternoon.
Wednesday afternoon.

Thursday afternoon.

Waednesday afternoon.
except 1st.

Friday afternoon



Special Clinies (for school and pre-school children)

Dental

Ear, Nose and Throat
Orthopaedic |
Ophthalmic
Pacdiatric

Femedial Exercises

Artificial Sunlighe

Speech Therapy

Child Guidance

Hichardshaw Lane,
Pudsey

Chapal 5t., Calverley

“Farfleld,” Farfield
istate Farsley.

8t. Lawrence House,
FPudsey

“Farfield,” IFarfield
Esztate, Farsley.
“Farfield,” Farfield

Estate, Farsley.

5t. Lawrence House,
Pudaey

Et. Lawrence House,
Pudsey

Chapel St., Calverley

St. Lawrence House,
Pudsey

Somerset House,
Manor Lane, Shipley.

Daily

By arrangement.

1s¢ Tueszday in month.
Morning.

3rd Friday in month.
Morning.

Znd Wednesday,
Morning and afternoon

1zt Thursday morning.

Monday morning.
Wed. afternoon and
alternate Sat. morning

Tuesday and Thursday
maorning.

Wednesday and Friday
m:}rntng,

Tuesday all day,
Wednesday afternoon &
alternate Thurasdays,
al] day.

Each Monday except
firat in the month.

HOSPITALS FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Cases from the district are admitted mainly to the Leeds

Road Hospital, Bradford.

seacroft Hospital, Leeds.

OTHER SERVICES

A few cases are also admitted to the

Information regarding the personal health services providad
in the Borough by the West Riding County Council is given in the
appendix to this report.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACTS 1948-1951

Section 47 of the National Assistance Act, 1948, as amended

by the National Assistance (Amendment) Act, 1951 provides that
where a person is suffering from grave chronic disease or being
aged, infirm or physically incapacitated, is living in insanitary con-
ditions and is unable to devote to himself and is not receiving from
other persons proper care and attention, the Medical Officer of
Health can take steps for the removal of the person to a suitable
hospital or other place and his detention and maintenance there.

No action was taken under this section during the year.
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER
INFECTIOUS DISEASES
Scarlet Fever

There were 16 cases of scarlet fever, compared with 18 in
1955. The disease was very mild and there were no deaths.

Diphtheria
No case of this disease occurred in the Borough.

Particulars of diphtheria immunisation are given in the
appendix to this report.

Measles

No cases were notified as compared with 585 cases in 1955.
There were no deaths.

Whooping Cough
48 cases were notified as compared with 50 in 1955,

Particulars of whooping cough immunisation are given in
the appendix to this report.

Acute Poliomyelitis

There were 2 notifications of this disease, both paralytic.

Tuberculosis

Fifteen new cases of pulmonary tuberculosis came to notice
during the year. One new case of non-pulmonary tuberculosis also
came to notice.

Cases of tuberculosis in the Borough are referred to the
Consultant Chest Physician at the Chest Clinic, St. Luke's Hospital,
Bradford. This clinic serves Pudsey and Bradford Boroughs.

Further information is given in the appendix to this report.



Notification of Infectious Disease (corrected) received during 1956

e O e e i, —
I T 14 (o) - e S

Bryvaipelanl o aud ciia e sk i i 1
wearlet Fever ... ... ... R R |
SO S e i i b Ry | o
Papgtyphond - o s i aiian, =
DlEagles oo ans ann 2 T T T
Whooping-eongh ... .. i i o 4B
Acute poliomyelitis . 2
Acute encephalitis ... ... ... ... oo oo —
Meningococcal infection ... ... ... ... —
IDTSEORBTN vonivis wev theisns 2 et  doninsa uns 3
PHEUMODIA ... ven sss ree sonmns ron, ves 9
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ... ... ... ... —

Puerperal pYreskia o0 oo sii sev e —-
Tuberculosis (respiratory) ... ... ... 14
Tuberculosis (other forms) ... ... ... —
POOH DOISONIINE «ve: uris: s waim i Smn | a0

INCIDENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Rates per 1,000 Population.
Pudsey England and

Wales
Eyphad fever o oo Nil .00
Paratyphoid fever ... ... Nil 0.01
Meningococcal infection ... Wil 0.03
Scarlet fever ... ... ... e s 0.51 0.74
Whooping cough ... ... ... ... 1.53 207
Diphtheria ... ... cco wor aen ons Nil 0.00
By sipelas o soe wen esies 0.03 0.10
SMAIPOE cve coe ver vee cen wen bus Nil —
MEasles e sitmices s e e Nil 3.59
PReUmDOis. i 55 oo 0.29 o
Acute Poliomyelitis (includ-
ing Polioencephalitis)
Parvalytic c. woe oo wee o 0.06 0.04
Non-paralytic ... ... .ui wue Nil 0.03
Food poisoning ... ... ... vov v 0.10 Rt

+ + Not available
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TUBERCULOSIS AND MORTALITY DURING 1956

NEW CASES* DEATHS
Age periods | Non- Non-

Respiratory Respiratory i Respiratory Respiratory

M lF | % |F M |F |8 | B
00— — — - —_ | = —_ — —
P S| - el = - = =
2— - — — —_ | = — - —
h— — — — — | — e — —_— | —
10— — — —— - | = — — : —
15— 3 2 - — | = | = - | =
20— = o i ARk = Lo =
25— | S et e b he o
35— | — — - == 1 =5 I
45— | 2 1 1 == (= 1 —
55— [ 1 1 — — — | = | = -
63— | = 1 — — | = — i = —_—
75— —_ | = S _ — — —
Total | 8 () 1 e 2 1 | 1 —

" These include formal notifications and cases coming to the
knowledge of the Medical Officer of Health otherwise than by
formal notification.

i Pulmonary | Non-pulmonary
| M. | F | | E
| |
i i | '
No. of cases on the register at 1st Jan- ' { ' !
uary, 1956 i e 87 s | 18 | 25
No. of cases notified durmg the j.rc-u' Fu | 7 7T 1] == |
Mo. of cases restored to the register e | =] 1 I osme )
No. of cases added to the register other- | :
wise than by notification i 8 | 2 | 1 | -
No. of cases removed from the regiv,ter | 11 | 6 | L. ] 1
No. of cases remaining on the register | - I '
as at J1st December, 1956 .. e 4 B 60 | 19 24
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA—
SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The following information has been supplied by Mr. James
L. Hill, Borough Surveyor:—
The Sewage is dealt with in four portions :—

(a) Houghside Sewage Works consists of automatic and hand
raked screens with disintegration of screenings, a Dorr
Detritor, rectangular storm and precipitation tanks, cir-
cular percolating filters and humus tank and twin-stage
centrifugal pumps for returning humus sludge to the
works inlet.

Milk of lime is used as precipitant and sludge is dis-
posed of on drying beds.

A change in the nature of the sewage will shortly
occur due to an alteration in the type of Trade Waste
discharged by the largest factory in the Borough. The
change will render impracticable the use of milk of lime
as a precipitant and in order to cope with the additional
load which this will impose upon the filters, a scheme of
Recirculation of Filter Effluent is now in course of con-
struction,.

It is anticipated that the new system will be in opera-
tion by June, 1957.

(b) Smalewell Sewage Works consists of precipitation, storm
and humus tanks, with filtration by percolating and land
filters.

Aluminoterric is used as a precipitant and sludge is
disposed of on drying beds,

The 1ecently completed extensions have eased the
stream pollution problem, but the works are in a some-
what dilapidated condition. Investigations are being
carried out with a view to completely reconstructing the
works on the Activated Sludge principle.

(c) Sewage from Farsley and
(d) Calverley is treated at the Rodley works of the Leeds

Corporation.
Sewage Flows for 1956 Houghside Smalewell
gallons gallons

Total volume treated ... 442406000 95,905,000
Average daily flow ... ... 1,209,000 262,000
Average weekday flow ... 1,241,000 260,000
Average weekday D.W.F, 7499 000 146,000
Average weekend D.W.F. 447,000 135,000
Rainfall oo Lo e o L 2R A% ms

Composition of Sewage

Mainly domestic im origin and contains approximately 287
trade waste at Houghside and 57 at Smalewell Works.
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Strength of Sewage

The dry weather sewage at Houghside Works absorbs more
than 12 parts per 100,000 of oxygen from acid KMn04 in 4 hours at
80°F. and is, therefore, classed as strong. The dry weather sewage
at Smalewell Works is classed as average to strong,

Character of Sewage

The sewage at Houghside Works is very difficult from a treat-
ment point of view in so far as it is highly colloidal. In the absence of
precipitation by chemical means, this necessitates either final treat-
ment at very low dosage rates, or, as is intended, the use of one of
the high-rate filtration processes.

The main trade wastes which give rise to this feature are
discharges from woollen mills and tanneries. Some difficulty is
still experienced from irregular trade waste fiushes, but this is not
so serious as in the past.

The sewage at Smalewell responds readily to treatment at
normal dosage rates. :

Average Analyses for 1956

Houghside
Crude Sewage ... ... . 11.0 £ Purification
Tank Effluent ... ... ... 5.5 50.0%
Final Effluent ... ... ... 137 75.0%
Smalewell
Crude Sewage ... ... ... 7.6 /. Purification
Tank Effluent ... ... ... 47 382%
Humus Effluent ... ... ... 162 65.57,
Final Effluent ..., ... ... 141 7007

The above figures are for oxygen absorbed in 4 hours from
N/20 KMn04 and expressed in parts per 100,000

WATER SUPPLY

The following information has been supplied by Mr. James
L. Hill, Borough Surveyor:

The water supply for the Borough is obtained from the City
of Bradford Waterworks Department.

There are two supplies of water to the Borogh of Pudsey
from Bradford, one to Calverley and the other to Pudsey proper.
The water going to Calverley is from the low level works—Barden
Aqueduct—from here it is passed to the Gilstead slow sand filter,
from where it 15 passed to the Heaton service reservoir and a
branch is taken off at Shipley to supply Calverley, before it joins
the Heaton service reservorr; that is to say, the water for Calverley
15 slow sand filtered at the Gilstead filter. The Pudsey supply
proper is taken from the intermediate level waterworks which are
the Angram and Scarr MHouse reservoirs, which are impounding
reservoirs on the River Nidd., From here it is taken to Chellow
Heights where it is passed through rapid gravity filters and then
through slow sand filters, and then sent to Pudsey proper. In both
cases the water is chlorinated at the filtration works.
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The public water supply for the area has been satisfactory
both in quality and quantity, and the supply of the whole of the
Borough 1s constant. 11.628 houses are supplied direct from the
town's mains to a population of 31,460 (approx.). There is one
property not on the public supply.

Consumption of Water Year ending 31st March
gallons eallons
1957 1956
Supply Trade ... ... 104,460,000 116,991,000
Domestic Supply ... 326942000 297,254,000

Total Consumption ... 431,402,000 414,245,000

The average daily consumption per head of population
including trade is 37.5 gallons.
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Public Health Inspector’s Department,
5, Manor House Street, Pudsey.

20th May, 1957.

Mr. Chairman, Lady and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my 17th Annual Report on the
Public Health administration of the Borough,

As in previous years | have endeavoured to concentrate the
work of my department on its more important functions. The
additional duties which have been allocated by the Borough Council
over and above the normal duties of a public health inspector
requires the provision of additional staff, that is if all these duties
are to be adequately covered.

Since my last report new and far reaching legislation dealing
with food hygiene in shops, canteens, bakehouses, food preparing
eatablishments and affecting food hawkers is now on the statute
book. Furthermore, the new Clean Air Act which is due to come
into operation in 1937 greatly increases the responsibilities of local
authorities in their duties and approach to atmospheric pollution.
This work will add to the burden already carried by the department.

In the month of August the designation “Sanitary Inspector”
was changed by Act of Parliament to “Public Health Inspector.”
It is no deoubt hoped by this change of designation not only to
enlighten the public as to the type of work which is carried out,
but is also an obvious attempt to increase the numbers of the
profession. Due to the lengthy period of training and the standard
of qualification required, together with the comparatively low
remuneration, young men have obviously been attracted to industry
rather than the local government service during recent years. The
Yorkshire Provincial Council for Local Authorities Administrative,
Professional, Technical and Clerical Services recommended the
Council to adopt a pupilage scheme of training of public health
inspectors, This was considered in detail but was not adopted.

The year opened on a sad note. Mr. J. V. Webster, Additional
Sanitary Inspector in the Department since 1947, died suddenly in
January. It was found difficult to replace him and it was not
until 1st May that the vacancy was filled by the appointment of Mr.
R. Burfield. Mr. G. R. Millington, Additional Sanitary Insvector,
commenced his duties on 1st lanuary, replacing Mr. P. A. Robert-
shaw who left us for a post with Bradford Corporation in Novem-
ber, 1955. Thus for some six months the department could only
call upon one additional inspector. Miss M. V. Hedgson com-
menced duties as a clerk in the department filling the vacancy
caused by the resignation of Mrs. Meechin in the previous
September.

On 1st February a disastrous fire completely gutted the waste
aper depot at Greenside. This meant that rapid reorgamisation
ad to be effected and alternative premises were brought into use

in the old Highways Yard in the Market Place. In addition to
structural damage caused by the fire there was much loss of baled
paper and equipment,
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I would like to pay tribute to my staff, particularly Mr. L.
Dean for the great assistance they have given me and for the
enthusiasm they have always shown for public health work.

Preventive public health work does not achieve spectacular
results and the prosaic routine visiting and inspection of premises,
etc. 18 an important factor in the success of such work. If an
inspector can build up mutual confidence between himself and the
general public, much of his work can be done without reference to
his Committee or the seeking of powers to Institute statutory
action.

I would like to draw the attention of the Committee to the
table found on page 43 showing the costing returns compiled by
the Ministry of Housing and Local Government in regard to the
refuse collection and disposal service in the Country. I have
extracted from these returns details of all local authorities in this
area. The figures show that the overall costs of this service are
lower in Pudsey than the rest of the non-County Boroughs in the
West Riding and are lower than any in the surrounding area. I am
satisfied that on the whole the department has given a good service
in this respect to the public, but there is no doubt that in the near
future consideration will have to be given to the reorganisation of
this section and additional staff and vehicles will have to be utilised.
Since 1943 a total of 1855 new houses have been erected in the
Borough and comparatively few have been demolished. The new
type of semi-detached house or terrace house involves more fabour
in refuse collection due to the long carry from the bin site to the
vehicle thus slowing down the rate of collection. In the planning
of new houses and estates I would recommend that some thought
be given to this problem by the planners. I refer to this matter
later in my report.

During the year the department acquired a Fordson Major
Tractor fitted with a muledozer blade and a rear loader. This
vehicle, specially adapted for refuse disposal, proved its worth
during the few months it was in service. The disposal of refuse
by controlled tipping is an essential function of the department and
the afore-mentioned tractor supplied the answer to many of our
tipping problems. I refer to this matter later in my report.

I was privileged to attend the Annual Conference of the
Sanitary Inspectors’ Association held at Bournemouth in Septem-
ber and I would like to thank the Chairman and members of the
Committee for this opportunity. I would also like to thank them
for the interest they have shown in all matters affecting public
health.

Despite staff difficulties T feel that the department has in the
past yvear achieved a great deal and has been responsible for valuable
work, work which cannot be recorded in any reports but work
which is vital to the health of the community.

I would like to pay a tribute to the unfailing courtesy and co-
operation of Dr. G. P. Holderness, Medical Officer of Health, whose
untimely death was greatly regretted by all.

I refer now to the main headings under which work is carried
out by the department.



HOUSING

I have referred to the slum problem in previous reports. The
first year’s programme involving 50 houses, 1 shop, 1 house and
shop, 1 workshop and 1 waste sorting premises was approved
by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government without quali-
fication following a Public Inquiry conducted by the Minister on
28th February, 1956. During the year rehousing of displaced per-
sons was carried out and demolition of the areas was in progress.
The second year’s programme of clearance involving 64 houses, 1
house and shop, 2 warehouses and 1 workshop was approved and
submitted to the Minister of Housing and Local Government dur-
ing the year, In addition 15 individual houses were reported to the
Committee and demolition or voluntary closing orders were made
on them. It can thus be seen that the slum clearance problem
was being tackled in a systematic manner during the year.

The housing survey of the Borough reported in my previous
report was completed in the early part of the year and the findings
were reported to the Council. T must emphasise that although this
survey will give reasonably accurate pictures of the clearance prob-
lem of the Borough, it will be necessary to carry out individual and
internal inspections of the premises before further decisions are
taken. The Borough Council approved the survey which showed
that over the 15 years period it is proposed to deal with a total of
1120 dwellinghouses. This work has been split up into three phases
each of five years. It is, therefore, possible to inform the general
oublic and particularily prospective purchasers of dwellinghouses
i the Borough as to the future activities of the Council in this
matter.

The survey emphasised the views which I expressed in my last
report that, unlike the large cities, our problem was entirely
confined to small pockets of bad property surrounded by cood class
property. I would reiterate, however, my previous remarks that
unless redevelopment takes place on such sites the town i1s going
to be left with ugly gaps in very prominent parts of the town. It
might be that the Council will consider purchasing additional
property surrounding such unfit areas in order to make redevelop-
ment a worthwhile proposition,

It will be necessary to resume the inspection of individual
houses under Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936 in order to bring
such houses up to a reasonable standard. This cannot be done with
the existing staff and during the current year the practice has had
to be confined to dealing with unfit houses by securing first-aid
repairs under the Public Health Acts. :

No applications for certificates of disrepair under the Housing
Repairs and Rents Act were received which tends to show the
unpopularity of this Act. The relationship between rents and the
disrepair of houses is a very important factor. As is well known,
rents have remained static for some 18 years, and during that time
the cost of building repairs and, in fact, all other costs, have
rocketed. It is, therefore, obvious that owners cannot spend money
on their properties which many would like to do and the only
solution to this problem appears to be an increase 1n rents.
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During the year the department was asked to advise on the
suttability of back-to-back houses for improvement grants. Under
the appropriate Act the Medical Officer of Health was asked to
furnish tlis information to the Borough Council so that my
recommendations had to be forwarded to the Medical Officer of
Health before they officially reached the Borough Surveyor. A full
report was submitted to the Health Commitiee on the types of
back-to-back houses in the Borough and the general action to be
taken in determining the suitability of such houses for improve-
ment grants.

During the year I submitted a report on 54, 56 and 58, Little-
moor Road, more generally known as Littlemoor Flats, and as a
result of this report these properties were closed.

Some applications were received for licensing of caravans and
caravan sites in the Borough for permanent occupation. The
Borough Council continued its policy by rejecting such applica-
tions. The department was vigilant in enforcing this policy and
action was taken in two cases where caravans had been sited with-
out permission. Immediate action was taken to ensure that they
were not used for human occupation. I think that the policy of
the Council in this respect has proved to be a right one. It is
obvious that caravan dwellers use such accommodation as a malke-
shift and as soon as they are able to obtain a more permanent
house or accommaodation they are willing to zacrifice the so-called
virtues of caravan life.

I have appreciated the full co-operation which has existed
between the Housing Department and my department, and 10y
thanks are due to Mr. R. Hudson, Housing Manager, for his ever
ready assistance,

GENERAL PUBLIC HEALTH DUTIES

In all, the department dealt with a total of 501 complamnts
made during the year. These were made on a variety of matters,
i.e. choked drains, offensive accumulations, defective housing con-
ditions. insect and rodent infestations, etc.

One significant factor was the increase in the number of com-
plaints regarding the inadequacy of domestic water suppiies. In all
such cases the adequacy of the mains supply is ascertained before
owners are required to relay or repair existing individual and joint
service pipes. As a result the Council gave consideration to and
relaid water mains in New Scarborough, Stanningley, Bramley
View, Pudsey and Glebe Street, Pudsey. Investigations into such
complaints show that in many of the older blocks of property one
lead service pipe supplies a number of houses. As a result of age
and deterioration the service pipe becomes furred and encrusted
with deposited solid matter, having the effect of seriously reducing
the supply of water, particularly to those houses connected to the
end of the service pipe. It is obvious that difficulties are experi-
enced in such cases in persuading owners whose properties are
connected nearest to the main with a reasonable supply of water
that they have some responsibility in the provision of an adequate
service pipe for their property. In all some 13 houses were provided
with an improved supply of water as a result of action taken by the
department.
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I was instructed by the Committee in November to carry out
an inspection of all schools it the Borough and to investigate the
amount of sanitary accommodation and washing facilities avail-
able. A full report was submitted to the Committee, the report
being referred to the West Riding County Council Education
Authority.

I am somewhat perturbed at the number of piggeries in the
Borough which fail to comply with reasonable standards of hygiene
and sanitation, Many are dilapidated wooden structures with
inadequate drainage, without water supplies and without adequate
storage for manure. It has not been possible to carry out a fuil
survey into this problem but it is desirable that it should be done
in the very near future.

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

During the yvear some 340 individual houses and premises were
added to the list of premises from which refuse collection is made.

Despite ever increasing demands on this service, the difficulties
of employing suitable labour, and other factors outside the control
of the Council, I am satisfied that the public have been supplied
with a good service. It was possible during the major vortion of
the vear to carry out collection from all premises every 61 working
days,

I would draw the attention of the Committee to the costing
returns supplied by th- Ministry of Housing and Local Government
which show that the »Jst of administering this service in Pudsey is
lower than all the ¢ arrounding authorities and is, in fact, one of
the lowest in the country.

Despite the good results I must advise the Committee that
the provision of an additional round with its necessary labour and
transport i1s now required. The ideal of every cleansing officer 1s
to maintain a minimum weekly collection throughout the year and
I think this is capable of achievement with very little additional
cost,

The servicing of new houses is considerably increasing the
amount of walking and carrying done by the binmen., Bins are
usually placed in the back of the property at the furthest point
from the main road and this has the effect of considerably slowing
down the rate of refuse collection.

The emptying of dustbins is an arduous job and one which is
not well favoured in these days of full employment, and I feel that
in the planning of new houses and estates consideration should be
given to the needs of such an essential service,

I would also draw attention to the dangers arising from “all
night” grates. In certain cases red hot ashes have been placed 1n
the bin, the contents of the bin emptied into the refuse wvehicle
shortly afterwards with the result that a fire has been created in
the bulk of the refuse. Although this is by no means common I
do ask the public to use care in this direction.

I would also draw the attention of the public to the amount vl
extraneous matter which they expect the Council to collect and
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dispose of. Such materials as old bedding, old linoleum, garden
refuse, builders refuse and other items are common accumulations,
and 1t has been necessary to instruct the bin men not to collect any
refuse other than that which is placed in the bin, and to inform
householders that any requests for special collections should be
made direct to the office.

I would also like to comment on the cost of removing refuse
from shops and trade premises in the Borough. The Council has
maintamned a free service in this respect despite the fact that it
is losing a source of revenue by so doing, which is about balanced
by the amount of waste paper which is produced from this source.
At the same time, however, I would ask trades people to bear in
mind that they cannot expect the Corporation to collect refuse
from their premises more frequently than from domestic nremises
and I ask for their forebearance in this matter.

As previously reported the fire at the Greenside Depot in
February greatly disorganised the work of the department and it
was only by a wholehearted effort on the part of your officers and
staff that the services were restored to normal in a comparatively
short time. By the end of the year the Depot was completely re-
built with a sin%-le storey building for use as a waste paper storage
and baling shed and the provision of an additional external store
for dusbtins and other equipment. The replanning and alterations
which were carried out have resulted in a much more suitable
Depot with its increased efficiency potential.

During the year a Fordson Major Tractor fitted with a mule-
dozer blade and a rear hydraloader was brought into service for
refuse disposal. In the five months during which it was in use it
more than proved to be an excellent investment. Staff was reduced
on the tips, the machine controlled, consolidated and covered
refuse rapidly and efficiently. Old rotted-down refuse was used
for cover, thus obviating the need to collect boiler ashes from local
mills and the possibilities of rodent and insect infestation were
reduced to a mmmimum.

This vehicle was also used for other purposes, including load-
ing of waste paper bales into the merchants’ vehicles and by other
departments,

During the year all workmen in the department were provided
with two boiler suits and a donkey jacket.

SALVAGE

The major activity of the department in this direction was
collection and disposal of waste paper. In all, 403 tons of waste
paper producing a revenue of £3,129 was disposed of. As a result
of the fire at the depot in February temporary premises were taken
at the old Highways Yard in the Market Place and only slight
dislocation of normal arrangements was noted.

The segregation of tins from refuse assumed more importance
during the vear. An increased price was offered for loose tins and
efforts were made to increase the amount of such tins delivered to
the Bradiord Corporation. Towards the end of the year a price of
£5 per ton, including delivery to Bradford, was being obtained.
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The operation of a salvage scheme in the Borough since 1940
has produced a total revenue of £38,133 involving the disposal of
7.046 tons of salvage. This has had the result of turning back to
industry valuable materials for re-use and this has been a valuable
factor in aiding the rates and keeping the overall costs of the refuse
collection and disposal service at a reasonable level.

It is interesting to note than the revenue obtained last year
amounting to £3,282, was equivalent to a 3d. rate approximately.

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

The department is responsible for the maintenance and cleans-
ing of public conveniences in the Borough. W.C. accommodation
for males and females is provided at the Market Place, Pudsey,
Stanningley Bottom, the Recreation Ground, Farsley and Town
Gate, Calverley. Urinal accommodation is provided at Lowtown,
Radcliffe Lane, Richardshaw Lane (bottom), Old Road end, Town
Street, Farsley, Owl Hotel, Rodley, Calverley Cutting, Calverley
and Greenside.

All these premises are thoroughly cleansed and serviced twice
weekly.

I must once again point out the costs of repairs and renewals
in this service. Thefts of equipment and defacement of walls and
ceilings is a common occurrence and it is incomprehensible to the
normal person to know of the advantage gained by these acts of
vandalism.

The need for additional blocks of conveniences and the restora-
tion and modernising of existing blocks is desirable at the earliest
possible opportunity.

FOOD HYGIENE

Legislation provided under this heading is aimed at ensuring
that the public is provided with a safe and wholesome food supply.
It is perhaps not generally realized that this work is one of the
most important functions of my department.

For this purpose regular jnspections are made to premises
where food is manufactured, stored and sold. Sampling of food
is carried out when necessary and particular action is taken in
regard to the sale of food in the open air.

The Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955 came into operation
during the year and these considerably strengthened the hand of
the local authority in investigating satisfactory standards of
hygiene and cleanliness in food premises.

I have remarked in previous reports of the need ior factory
canteens to be brought within the purview of the local authority
and I was pleased to see that such measures were included in the
new Regulations.

There is little doubt that the general public is becoming more
discriminating and more conscious of the need for food hygiene
and I can say that the majority of the food traders in this Borough
have accepted the new Regulations in the right spirit.
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Much spadework requires to be done before these Regulations
can be fully operated and every effort was made by the depart-
ment to cope with the increased work resulting therefrom.

I am convinced that food hygiene is generally a matter of per-
sonal hygiene. The food trader can provide all the facilities
required by law, i.e. hot water supply, satisfactory washing accom-
modation, impervious walls and floors, etc., but this will be of
little avail unless the assistant understands the elementary prin-
ciples of personal hygiene.

The problem of food hawkers received particular attention
and some difficulties in the securing of adequate facilities for this
purpose, particularly amongst greengrocers, were encountered.

I would draw the attention of the Committee to the need for
providing adequate facilities in the Market Place for stall-holders
who sell food. Although the onus for providing these facilities
primarily rests with the trader, it is obvious that the renting of a
stall precludes the possibility of the trader providing such facilities.

In the implementation of the Food Hygiene Regulations several
Pphn::'ltmnq were received for temporary certificates of exemption,
These were carefully considered by the Committee and dealt with

on their merits.

During the year samples of milk and ice cream were obtained
and submitted both for bacteriological examination and chemical
analysis. The results showed without doubt a great improvement
in recent years in the quality of such products.

The only slaughterhouse in use was situated in Fartown wheie
every animal killed was carefully examined by inspectors of the
department. As can be seen in the statistics, 2 cows, 5 calves, 58
bullocks and 93 heifers were examined.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

It is now several years since | made a strong appeal for active
steps to be taken in ridding the country of the menace of coal smoke
and of atmospheric pollution generally.

It is pleasing to note by one who is convinced of the urgent
need for such steps that public interest in this subject is becoming
increasingly stronger and that all sections of the community, with
its many organisations, are pressing for rapid improvement in the
situation

As a result of recommendations made by such bodies as the
National Smoke Abatement Society and the submission of such
reports as the “Beaver Report,” the government approved com-
prehensive legislation which will have the effect in a few years of
considerably strengthening the hands of local authorities.

Both domestic and industrial premises will be affected and
local authorities will have increased powers for creating smokeless
zones and for controlling the provision of new boiler plant. It 1s
hoped that this authority will take an active part in dealing with
this major problem and control the pollution of the air as it deals
with the pollution of food and water,
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I reiterate my remarks in previous reports that complete com-
bustion of coal with its resulting efficiency means the total absence
of smoke and in these days the economics of the problem should be
sufficient to demand a considerable improvement.

It i1s admitted by medical and other experts that smoke accen-
tuates many respiratory diseases. It certainily defaces buildings
and disintegrates stonework and it has a marked effect on plant life.

Under these new provisions the department will be provided
with additional responsibilities which cannot be satisfactorily
undertaken without the appointment of additional qualified staff.

I represented the Council on the Executive Committee of the
West Riding Smoke Abatement Committee now known as the West
Riding Clean Air Council and on the National Smoke Abatement
Society, Yorkshire Division.

PETROLEUM ACTS AND REGULATIONS

The number of premises licensed by the authority for the
storage of petroleum spirit and mixtures thereof was 57. Regular
inspections were carried out to ensure the conditions of ihe licences
were being observed.

In February speedy action had to be taken to deal with an
escape of petroleum spirit into the land at Greenroyd Mills, Pudsey.
With the co-operation of the West Riding Police and the West
Riding Fire Brigade, precautionary safety measures were put into
effect and maintained until the danger therefrom had ceased to
exX1st,

FACTORIES ACTS

The department carried out its functions by the inspection
and supervision of all factories without mechanical power. The
provisions of the Sanitary Accommodation Regulations in regard
to all factories were supervised by yvour inspectors.

During the year most of the factories which were provided
with certificates as to means of escape in case of fire under Section
34 of the principal Act were inspected.

Ten new certificates were issued during the year and the con-
ditions of the certificates were carefully examined.

Twice yearly inspections of these premises is desirable.

Other duties which the department carried out included:

SHOPS ACTS

In addition to duties designed for the health and comfort of
shop assistants and workers, the department was also responsible
for the enforcement of the portions of the Acts and Regulations
dealing with closing hours, weekly half hohday orders, Sunday
trading, etc. .

Despite all efforts it was impossible to perform the various
duties as thoroughly as one would have wished. There is need for
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intrca_&ed insgecliﬂns and observations of shops to ensure strict
compliance with the Acts.

I have previously drawn the Council’s attention to the need
for standard weekly half holiday orders throughout the Borough.
At the present time there are certain orders applicable in the old
Pudﬁﬁy area, others in Farsley and such anomalies obviously creat2
admimstrative difficulties.

DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS

With the co-operation of the West Riding County Police the
duties under these Acts were discharged satisfactorily.

Two cases of anthrax were dealt with during the year, one
at Quarry Piggeries, Lowtown, and the other at the premises of
Norman Greenwood, Old Hall Farm, Woodhall Hills.

RODENT INFESTATION

[t has been the practice to take immediate action on the report
of rodent infestation. This has resulted in the prevention of major
cells of infestation.

The general public have been most co-operative in reporting
such cases and a free service was given in respect of private houses
together with a nominal charge for industrial premises to cover
the department’s expenses.

The position in the Borough regarding rat and mouse infes-
tation was particularly satisfactory. [ have referred in previous
reports to the principal circumstances in the Borough which reduce
the possibility of infestation to a minimum,

No tests were made on the sewerage system but the Corpora-
tion Refuse Tips and Sewage Works received regular attention
and treatment.

In all 79 complaints were received and treatment effectively
carried out in 114 instances.

The department is also responsible for the administration
of the Pet Animals Act, 1951, the Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933,
and the Rag Flock and other Filling Materials Act, 1957.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,
H. FOSTER,
Chief Public Health Inspector.



- RECORD OF INSPECTIONS

' Public Health Act

Primary
Visits Revisits
HGERs  INEPEORAH o saus anwr siw ovs ss on et BR% 92
Elouses needing TepRIr ... oo s sos v sve vae 199 275

Nuisances ... ... G e e e a0 e 165
Complaints mvestlgated O e e, CC 501 163
Blramia e wiEihs. S0 1 L G S e s e s OO0 368
Sanitary accommodation ... ... ... .ot ces ven . 139 66
1l s R PR e e e T P Gl TV 1 || 13
Refuse t:r:nlle-.tmn R e SRR R R TR R Y - | >
Refuse accommMOdation ..o oo vui senvis vis sun son: 22 151
Water supply .. o . 13l 118
Water :-ampIea Bdctermluglca] ‘examination 5 -
VErnuinous PrEINISEE ... cuv wee sor mis asa sin sas wu 19 16
ENEIRTREatION o e nis-bancann snn ana axssnsa. g5 oks 38 11
Infectious diSEase ... vev e vee cen wun wae cee oo 24 2
BT E s o e PP S e 14 1
smoke observation ... 28 —
ataliles. pipprries. BIC 0o (i ais Uek cusine nse ey 9 1
VSR HBRCRNE i il i m dov e vy s Savie e 20 8

Housing Act

Certiicate Of QISTEDAIT ciu vie eas sas. sus vor ope wns 1 2
Consolidated regulations ... ... ..o von sor vee i 2 1
EITETCEOMILITIE. 5 asi, v soil sk on ved wowiabn wis 12 2
Measured for permitted number ... ... ... ... 17 0
Applications for Council houses ... ... ... ... 218 51
PECTION W INSPECRION ..o ciiivinaie vas wsi wns mis 17 17
Bection k1 inspection .. v s e v mee s we 243 187
e G ] ) o L P, . | | 361
ISR ATIERNIR o e e s nd ik e ey, R 116

| Food and Drugs Act
Samples taken:

Milk—chemical analysis ... ... ... ... ..o ... 14
Milk—b: uterm]ngnal examination
Tuberculin tested pasteurised ... ... 29 -~
i a1 T b A SO S N T | —
Tuberculin tested raw ... ... ... ... 19 --
[ce cream bacteriological examinations ... ... 17 —
baod premises oo i v el e e wes i LED e
FEC CrEAMT PUBTHISEE i s sis it yuo oia dnd sre vas 24 1
T T R T s S G e 3l 1
T oy T . SRS R ¢ L S e ) 20 Z
T T o] L O R D S S | 2
Fried fish .-1hn115 e R s | Z
Dairies ... ... I S SR 2 3
Meat and mm] I'I!'I*-|‘J'l:l.'."l!l'.'ll'l I, N et 1 1
BAIECElBEONE i i asi vie das ine g9s ses sae dun 4 1
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Factories Act

Factories with power A G
Factories without power ... ... cc. cee con cen ue

Outworkers ... .
Miscellaneous ...

Shops Acts
Forms .

Health (Section 38, 1950)

Miscellaneous ... ..

Petroleum Act

SEE mE% FEE EEE EEE
#EE EEE EEE EEE e 122
580

BT 0T (T C o) o Y S NI R SRTE 1

PEITOICTIN SEOTES oo coisrs vor oot drs dus den men o 130
Pests Act

Rat TnFestabiim ... oo cinsin ns snis s i asdshs 56

Mouse iInfestation ... ... coe see ses ses 6

Visits ... ... K o =

Sewer nunlmlca 36
Diseases of Animals Acts

Visits .. - . 10
West Riding Cﬂ'll.ﬂtjl' Cmm:::l (General

Powers) Act

B B s o L o e st i e e e 30

Hawkers' premises ... ...

Miscellaneous

A R L e e e, B A

FEE BEE

0 ) <

Miscellaneous ..

.7
X 53
16

TOTALS ... 6697

UNSOUND FOOD SURRENDERED

Meat

F