[Report 1965] / Medical Officer of Health, Prestwich Borough.

Contributors

Prestwich (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1965

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/mcuvf6pv

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
















The proportion of old people in our population has now reached quite
a high figure and thia has brought and will continue to bring meny prob-
lems and difficulties. The care of the aged is now a matter of major
concern and it is easential that every effort be made to ensure that all
old people are enabled to live asfull a life as possible and that they
receive adequate care and attention. One of the greatest problems is the
provision of suitable housing accommodation, as it is sc often found that
many old people are living in houses tooc large for them to maintain, both
physically and financially, and I consider that the provision of suitable
accommodation for the aged is a matter which should receive major priority.’
Incidentally, the provision of this type of accommedation would not only be
& tremendous boon to the aged but would also release larger unite of housing
which could be more advantagecusly used. I am, therefore, pleased to report
that the Council are to commence the building of 11 old pecple's bungalows =
on the Redcliffe, Hilton Lane sits.

It is now recognised that one of the major health hazards is the
pollution of the atmosphere. It is a primary cause of respiratory disease,
and deaths in this country from bronchitis are the higheat in the world.
Prastwich, while net an industrial area, is by reason of its geographical
position designated as a "black area"™ and the reduction of pollution in the
atmosphers is of paramount importance. I am therefore pleased to report
that the Council have now taken steps to recommence the smoke control
programme which, owing to circumstances beyond their control, had regrat-
fully to be cancellsd, and details of this will be found in the report of
the Chiaf Publie Health Inspector.

Housing conditiona in Frestwich are reasonably good but there are a
number of amall areas whera the houses which are of considarable age are
substandard. Unfortunately, Prestwich is now wirtually a built up area
and the only way of rehousing pecple is by utilising clearance sites aa
they become available. The Council is taking all possible stepa to
implamant it8 clearance programme and details of the present position
together with further proposed clearance areas will be found in the
report of the Chief Public Health Inspector.

Water supplies were generally satisfactory during the year. Samples
were submitted for bacteriological and chemical examination and all
proved satisfactory.

I would again like to express my appreciation of the co-operation
which exists between the Divisional Health Office and the various depart—
ments of the Council. This co—operation is extremely valuable particularly
in connection with the Health and Walfare Services, and has greatly facil-
itated the efficient administration of same.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to members of the Couneil,
officers and staff for their valued assistance and co-operation throughout
the year. :

I am, Ladies and CGentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

T.8.J0NES,
Medical Qificer of Health.
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Deaths at all ages

Age at death Males Females
Under 4 weeks 1 1
4 weeks and under 1 year 2 -
1-' 1 -
e 1 &
15— 3 2
25— 1 1
35— 5 T
45= 20 11
55= 58 44
65— T2 TS
75 and over _Ie 151
236 296
Causes of deatha of infants under one year of age

Cause of death Male/female Age
Prematurity Male 1 day
Atelectasis of lungs, prematurity Female 1 day
Meningomyelocele )
Hydrocephalus ) Kaly S
Asphyxia
Early fulmonating pulmonary ] — 2 manths
infection

SECTION B. GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

The Lancashire County Council, under the National Health Service Act,
ie the responeible autheority for the provisicn and maintenance of local
health services such as child welfare, mental health, care of school
childran, and care of the aged.

The Ambulance, Distriet Nursing, Midwifery, and Maternity and Child
Welfare Services provided by the County Council are admimnistered under
the Divisional Health Service Scheme by the Divisional Health Committes
No.12 from headgquartars in Bury.

Hospital facilities are provided and maintained through the Regional
Hospital Board and Hospital Management Committees. FPatients are admitted
without regard to local authority boundaries.

The Borough Council is responsible for the prevision of the remainder
of local health services and the whole of those matters likely to affact
or ba concerned with the maintenance of high standards of envirconmental
health. These services include:-

Control of infectious disease (including food pniaaning}

Provision of suitable water supplies

Control of food and food preparing premises (including the sampling
of milk, ice-gream and othar foodstuffs for bacteriolegical
examination)

Provision of sanitary apcommodation to houses, factories, shops and
other premises, and the provision of public sanitary conveniences

Inspection of houses with regard to fitness for human habitation

Detection and prevention of nuisances

The prevention of atmospheric pollution

Gontrel of rat, mouse and insect infestationa

Control of claanaingi disposal of refuse and aauafn
The examination of milk, water, ice-cream and samples of other foods,

and the examination of pathelogical specimens is undertaken without charge
to the Borough by the Public Health Laboratory Service at the Public Health
Laboratory, Withington Hospital, Manchestar.

-




TeR

=

SECTION C. FREV AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

The infectious disease notifications for 1965 showed a decrease on
those for 1964 - 269 against 281. MNotifications of measles were lower,
tha comparable figures being 223 against 247. Cases of scarlet fever
were higher being 19 against 7, but there was a reduction in whooping
cough notifications from 16 to B.

Thara wera six cases of dysentery; of these one outbreak invelwved
threa parsons in one family whilst the others were all unrelated cases.

The family outbreak posed immediate problems from the public health point
of view; as one of the members was the owner of & tripe and cocked meat

shop whera food was processed on the premises, and additionally was her-
self a food handler.

Stringent precautions were immediately instituted. These included
the forbidding of any food to be processed on the premises and the
exclusion of the cwnar from the shop and from handling any food likely
to ba sold te the publie, until such time as she was fully recovered.

A careful check was made of all other food handlers involved but
they were completely unaffected.

These necessary but irksome regulations caused considerable incon-
venianca to the family concerned but once they understood the necessity
they gave their fullest co-operation.

Thare were no cases of food poisoning but two unrelated 20 year old
Prestwich youths were involved in the paratyphoid B outbreak which
occurred during the summer in the Fylde distriet of Lancashire. This
outbreak was caused by untreated farm bottled milk supplied to hotels,
boarding houses and holiday camps in the area. The agent responsible for
the outbreak was salmonalla paratyphi B. 3b. Var & and was caused by
symptomless salmonalla mastitis in a cow which had previously calved.

The two youths who were both confirmed paratyphoid B cases had spant
one night at a holiday camp which had been supplied with the infected milk.
Following the receipt of a notifiecation in respect of one of these youths,
a full investigation was immediately carried out and it was ascertained
that the second youth was also involved. An exhaustive check was made of
all poassible contacts but no further cases were discovered.

Thare were seven cases of respiratory tuberculosis notified during
the year and five of these ocourred in Prestwich Hespital.

CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES NOTIFIED DURING THE YEAR 1965

4 Total !
Hotifiable  |cupes o0-|1-[2-3-[4-[5- J10- [15- [25-[a5- | 63 & | Total
at all
ages
Scarlet fever 19 = =] 1] <] 1[1 2] 1] = - - =
Whooping cough 8 =l 1j2f2l -] 3] =] =] = = -
Measles 223 | 9l23|36(29l30(B3[ 10| 1] 2 | -] - -
| Dysentery & = =] =T=]l=] 1] =] 1] 4 = =
Acute pneumonia 1 - = = =] =] =] =] =] = = 1 =
Primary and
Influenzal
Paratyphoid 2 2 e ) s ] ) R = = o
fever
ipelas 3 =] = =] ==] =] = 1 & = =
Tubarculosis T = S ) Y = (S| | ] 1 =
Respiratory '
269 9/24|39]32]31{10112] 511 | 3| =2 -







P e SECTION D. SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

Public Health Department,
Town Hall,
s + PRESTWICH.

July, 1966

|  TO THE WORSHIFFUL THE MAYOR AND MEMEERS COF THE COURCIL.

I have the honour to present to you, in conjunction with the Medical
Officer of Health, my eighth Amnual Report on the work of envirommental
health carried out during the year 1965.

Again last year a great deal of attention was paid to food hygiene
and T am able to report that all feod premises in the Borough have now
been inspected in detail under the Food Hygiene(Ceneral )Regulations,1960.
There is, however, still plenty to de in this field and further routine
visits will continue to be made to see that the required standards are
maintained. A constant watch has been kept on mobile traders in the
Borough to see that they comply with the Regulations and there now appears
to ba a much highar standard with thesa wvehicles. Registration deoes give
the department a certain amount of control over these traders. It is
regretted that several matters have had to be resclved through legal
proceedings. This drastic action has only been taken after all else has
failed and the person concerned has deliberately contimued to flout the
law.

By arrangsment with the School Medical Officer, six lectures ware
given by me toc Hope Park Girls' County Secondary School during the year as
part of a special course in hygiene, environmental health and child care,
the latter subject being dealt with by the Assistant Medical Officer of
Health and Health Visitor.

I am particularly pleased that smoke control will once again play a
major part in the work of the department. At the time of compiling this
report, an area covering 58.46 acres and including 375 premises is awaiting
confirmation by the Ministry, and a survey to find cut details of costs and
fuel requirements is being undertaken in a further area comprising over
500 premises. There is no doubt that with a third of the Borough now under
smoke control, pollution figures tabled further in this report show a
ramarkable improvement in the cleanliness of the air over Prestwich and
thare is also proof of a reduction in the concentration of sulphur dioxide.

From a housing point of view a great deal of progress was made during
the year in dealing with the clearance area programme. 3Since my last
report six more areas have been represented, comprising 103 dwellinghouses.
This has wvirtually completed the list compiled in 1961, and the Council have
now approved a further list of 107 substandard properties to be dealt with
in seven clearance Areas.

My report shows that many more inspactions were made under the Offices,
Shope and Railway Premises Act, 1983, ascompared with the year 1964 and a
great deal of useful work has been carried out under the powers given in
the Act, especially in regard to the improvement in washing facilities,
sanitary accommodation, lighting and heating. Many employees, of course,
will have now benafited from the visits made.

Apart from the post of Deputy, the staffing position remained constant
throughout the year. Mr.A.Alston succeeded Mr.D.Fogg in January 1965 and
has proved a valuable asset to the department.

Over 520 complaints were made to the department in the course of the
12 months relative to housing, sanitary defects, drainage, food, rodents,
pests and other matters of a varied nature referred to in the report.Your
Rodent Operator; Mr.J.Wood, was kept fully cccupied throughout the year
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
WA SUPPLIES
N Most of Preetwich is supplied with water by the Manchester Corpora-

- tion Watarworks although the Heywood and Middleton Water Beoard supplies
the S3imister and Heywood 0Old Road areas.

During the year four samples of water were submitted for bacterioclog-
l ical examination and were all reported on as satisfactory and free from
| coliform bacilli.
I :
Two samples of water wers submitted for chemical analysis and the
remarks of the analyst were as followsi-

(a) Sample from He and Middleton suppl
is is filtered moorland water of the highest standard of purity.
It is excellent drinking water and very soft.

(b) Sample from Manchester Waterworks supply

This is unfiltered water from the Lake Distriet, =slightly chlorin-
ated. It has the usual characteristics of water of this source,
being very low in mineral matter and containing traces of peaty
matter in solution. This sample contains a trace of bicarbonate
of soda instead of permanent hardnessa. This makes the boiled water
faintly alkaline, a point which is sometimes meticed by consumers
because such water brews a darker coloured tea than usual. It is
of no significance from the point of view of health and is probably

caused by the water passing through mains recently lined with con-
crete.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE

With the exception of the semi-rural area of Simister all sewage from
the district is conveyed through the Council's sewers to their Sewage
Disposal Works off Buckley Lane. Pumping stations are provided in the
low lying areas to boost the flow along the main sewerage system.

It had for a long time been acknowledged that the main sewage works
was unable to cope adaquately with the increased flow of sewage in Prest-
wich due to the comstruction of new houses, inersase in population,
provision of additional water closets, sinks, baths, wash-hand basins and
washing machines since the sewage works was built. The Council agreed to
the extension and improvement of these works in three stages, the first
two of which were completed by the end of 1961 and the final stage in 1963,
These works are now comparable with any modern sewage works of their size
in the country and the effluent which discharges into the River Irwell
complies with the standard laid down by the Mersgey and Irwell Rivers Beards.
Routine samples of the effluent taken by the Rivers Pollution Board's

officers have satiefied their requirements.

A similar project on a much smaller scale was completed in the
Simister area where a certain amount of redevelopment is taking place.The
previously overloadsd and obsclete small disposal unite in the area were
demolished and a new works constructed. Properties previously drained to
the Council's septic tank and filter in Simister Lane were connected to
the new foul sewer. A new pumping station to replace the previous small
disposal works off Droughts Lane was constructed and now pumps the sewage
from that area to the new treatment plant.

Now that the scheme is in operation, sewage from properties along
Simister Lane between the new bungalows near Corday Lane and the "Same Yeti"
Inn, all those in Droughts Lane and John Street, those in Nut Lane up to
St.George's Church and those in Mount Pleasant, Croft Avenue and Farm Lane,
are being treated by the new sewage treatment plant.
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The Council shared the cost of conversiom from pail closets to the
water carriage system including the coast of connection to the new sewer.

The remaining properties in the area, which mainly include isclated
farms where there is no sewer within reasonable distance, drain into septias
tanks and cesspoels. The Council provide a service for emptying cesspools
and this is carried cut every three months.

PUBLIC HEALTH(DRAINAGE OF TRADE PREMISES JACT 1 AS AMENDED BY THE
PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1961

Five formal samples of trade effluent from two pig fhrmﬁ in the
Simister area were taken during the year in connection with the treatment
of effluent at the new Simister Sewage Works.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION

Pail cleosets 25
Frash water closets 11,810
Waste water closets 5
Movable dustbins 12,405
Wazte water closets converted to fresh water closets Nil
Pail closets converted to fresh water closets Nil
Number of houses at which movabla ashbins were

substituted for fixed receptacles Nil

DRAINS AND SEWERS

A service is given for the liberation of certain obstructed private
drainage systems in cases of emergency and in other cases when the Rodent
Opearator is not too busily engaged on his own routine work of pest control.
A charge is made for this service.

A great deal of trouble is continually being experienced in connection
with obstructed drains and sewers. The Public Health Act 1961 has enabled
the department to deal more mquickly with these and other matters and a
gpacial Emergency Powers Committee has been set up to meet when required.
The following powers and duties of this Committee are not subject to
confirmation of the Borough Council i-

4

1« The powers and duties of the Council {n} under s.24 of the Public
Health Act 1936 (maintenance of public sewers), and (b) under s.93 thereof
(statutory notices) if, in the opinion of the Chief Public Health Inspector,
the service of a particular notiece is a matter of urgency.

2. The powers and duties of the Council under the fellewing sections of
the Public Health Act 19612 8.17(2) (stopped up drains), s.18 (repair of
draine and private amrs}; 8.26 (defective premises prejudicial to hul.'lth].

3. The powers and duties of the Council under s.58 of the Public Health
Act 1936 and 2.25 of the Public Health Act 1961 20 far as these sections
relate to dangerous buildings.

The general public appear ito have the impression that if any of their
private drains or sewers become defective, the Council should immediately
clear them free of charge. This is far from true and indeed the legal
position in many cases has proved to be quite complicated. Most of these
difficulties, however, are resclved through mutual agreement with the
persons concerned after a careful explanation of the position from a legal
point of wview.

FUBLIC CLEANSING

1. Refuse disposal
The Council operate a full secale system of controlled tipping and this

e P






MORTUARY SERVICE

Until June 1964 any dead bodies requiring removal to the mortuary
were conveyed at the request of the police in the Department's spacially
designed bedding and mortuary wvan, which was also used for routine Health
Departmant work. Since that date, however, this service has been with-
drawn and all such requests by the police are now dealt with in conjunction
with a local undertaker.

Full mortuary facilities are available by arrangement with the polie
at Prestwich Hospital.

CLEAN AIR ACT 1956.
SMCOKE CONTROL

The last smoke control area came into operation on 1at November, 1963,
and from that date until the end of 1965 no further progress was made in
the establishment of more areas due mainly to changes in policy by the
Ministry regarding supplies of coke as a result of technological changes
in the gas industry.

The Council has now given approval to the first area to be dealt
with under the Ministry's new fuel policy and grant arrangements, and it
is hoped that this will come into operation on 1st April, 1967. In the
meanwhile a second area is being surveyed in order to have it ready for
Bubmissicn to Council and subsequent confirmation by the Minister by the
time the first area comes inte operation.

In accordance with the Ministry of Housing and Local Governmant's
Circular No.69/63, all the appropriate fuel producers and distributors
listed in the circular were consulted on the local supply situation and
avallability of all smokeless fuels before the first area was submitted
for confirmation. As anticipated the North Western Gas Board stated that
thay can no lenger guarantee supplies of their sclid smokelass fuels,e.g.,
open fire coke and Fhimax for future smoke control areas but assurances
wara given by the National Coal Board and other fuel manufacturers that
there will be sufficient supplies of other types of sclid smokeless fuels
including Rexco, Coalite, Sunbrite, Room Heat and Homefire,etc. The
supplies of gas and electiricity were also assured.

The position at the time of compiling this raFqu iE shown 1?5thn
table below. Areas Nod.1 to 7 are shown on the map Iollowing page 13.
Smoke Control Areas

Araa |Title of Smoke ‘i':,"pe of premises Yoy Date
No. |Contrecl Order Dwellings |[Industrial | Others pbs operative
"Borough of Prestiwich"| i

1 Butt Hill 1957 120 — - el 1.2.58

2 Carr Clough 1959 490 - 1 42 [1.9.61

3 |Kersal Close 1959 15 - - 1.20 11.11.60

4 |Agecroft Road 1961 502 = 13 Bo  N.11.62

5 ilton Park 1962 613 - 56 272.80 |1.7.63

6A Eant Hill 1962 578 = 10 103 11.11.63 N

| 6B |Prestwich Park 1962 740 - 26 i A (P B Y e

TA _ |Church Drive 1966 #4108 ﬂ 5 T4 58,46 N.4.67

7B |clifton Romd 493 5 23 01202640 of - cEutc
Totals 1,951 4 10 201 957 .86
Total number of premises in Borough .... 10,889 |
Total acreage of Borough sese 2,420

#*includes 160 exempted houses in clearance areas
gone industrial chimney exempted
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Fuel supplies and grant arrangements

After consultation with the fuel producers and suppliers the loecal
authority were satiafied that although the supply of gas coke alone would
not be available for the proposad area the combined supplies of all kinds
of open fire fuels (the reactive as well as coke) would be sufficient. In
view of this the Ministry state that grant will be payable on the following
works at the option of the owner or occupier and it will not be necessary
to ban improved cpen grates from ranking for granti-

a) adapting an improved open grate to burn gas cokej

b)] replacing a ccal burning grate by an improved copen gratej

e) replacing a coal burning grate by an underflcor draught fire,electrioc
storage heater or solid fuel, gas or oil room heaterj

{d] replacing an improved open grate by any of the appliances in {c}ahoﬂ.

A joint Tachnical Sub Committee comprising representatives of the
South East Lancashire and Nerth Cheshire Consultative Committee for the
Investigation of Atmospheric Pollution Joint Scheme No.2 of which we are
members, the Standing Conference on Air Pollution and the Cities of
Manchester and Salford have approved certain standard costs for necessary
works of adaptation and conversion of appliances in smoke control areas
for which grants are payable. These are in line with the amounts given by
the Ministry and have been accepted by them.

It is particularly important that all authorities pay similar grants
and it is for this reason that these figures have been produced after care-
ful consideration.

Pactory chimneys

There are only nine factory chimneys within the Borough, six of which
serve mechanically fired Lancashire boilers burning coal, two serve oil
fired Lancashire beilers and one serves a forge burning coke.

‘Measurement of atmospheric pollution

This department operates and maintains apparatus im various parts of
tha Borough for measuring the concentration of both smoke and sulphur
dioxide in the atmosphere. Daily records of pollution have been kept
regularly since 1957. The results obtained from these instruments are
gant evary month to the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research
and can be comparad with resulte from other autherities published by that
Department in a monthly bulletin and a yearly summary. Figures continue
to shew that as more domestic ceal fires are used in September, a progress-
ive increase in the concentration of smoke is recorded and has been as much
as threa times the concentration in August.

It is recognised that with the introduction of amoke control areas,
smoke pollution will grow progressively less and sulphur dioxide pollution
will also be reduced but to a smaller extent. The smcke/S.0, ratio is
always high in areas vhere smoke predominates such as resideritial areas.

Details of the measurement of polluticn since the apparatus was
installed in 1957 at the various stations in the Borough are set out in
the tables on pages 6 and 17 and show the monthly concentrations of smoke
and sulphur dioxide, the smcke 3.0, ratio, the yearly averages and the 9 yr.
monthly averages from 1957 to 1965. These figures clearly show that as a
result of our extensive smoke control measures, the concentrations of smoke
and sulphur dioxide in Prestwich have besen considerably lowerad.

LS B 2 R E s s s

The Chairman of the Health Committee and myself were again appointed
as representatives on the Manchester and Distriet Clean Air Council and the
North West Society for Clean Air.
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TATION

During the year the Rodent Operator successfully treated various
nuisances arising on tips and in dwellinghouses and other premises from
the presence of crickets, beetles, cockroaches,etc. These were success-
fully eradicated with modern ligquid and powder insecticides. All types
of infestations are dealt with by the Rodent Operator at Prestwich
Hospital for which a charge is made.

The hcusas, clothing and furniture of prospective Council tenants are
inspected before tenancies are taken up. Any infested houses are disin-
fested prior to removal.

Bug infestations are dealt with by fumigation with gammexane and then
treated with liquids and powders conteining D.D.T. There was cnly one
such infeatation during the year.

Altogether over 50 wasp infestations were successfully treated during
the months of July and August and it was found that the most successful
way of dealing with these nests was by spraying with carbon tetrachloride.

Therea was one case of a lousy parson who was taken to the disinfesta-
tion centre at Monsall and the house treated with D.D.T. and Lindane.
Bafore the verminous person returned, the Welfare Officer of the Lancashire
County Council had arranged for clean bedding to be supplied ﬂnshEhB Home
Help Service to put the house into & clean and satisfactory nand{tian.

DISINFECTIC

Disinfaction in casess of infectious diseasas is carried out by formalin
spray or formalin vapour only in those premises where it is considered
necesgary by the Medical Officer of Health.

'THE PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

The Council employ a full-time Rodent Operator and all complaints of
infestation are investigated and a treatment carried out if necessary.
Tipa, allotments,etec., are also investigated to ensure that re-infestations
have not arisen since the previcus treatment. Appended hereunder i= an
analysis of the various types of infestation.

Corporation Agricult-
self-ococupied ural prop—- Total
property arty

Business Dwelling
premises houses

Rates

Typa of infestation:

Major 2 - 1
Minor 50 134 3

3
191

NS

Mices
Major - - - - -
Minor 16 69 1 107

-k

The Rodent Operator made 1,540 vimite investigating and treating
infestations as compared with 1,333 visits in 1964. Regular treatments
waere carried out at Prestwich Hospital. The treatment of rodent infesta-—
tion in private houses is carried out as a free service but a charge is
made for any treatment carried out on business premises or agricultural
property.

In December he attended & three day course on rodent control organ-
ised by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

During the year a notice under s.4 of the Prevention of Damage by
Pests Act, 1949, was served on the ownar and coccupier of land in Frestwich

requiring it to be kept free from rats and mice. Subsequent inspections of
the land revealed that all rodent infestation had been eradicated.
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SEWER MAINTENANCE TREATMENTS

(a) Preastwich town sewerss

Iuring the year a treatment was carried out on the Prestwich sewers
with Fluorakil, which is a proprietory brand of sodium fluoracetatea. This
is a direct poison tharafore no pre-baiting was required. 185 selascted
manholes, covering tha whole of tha town's sewers, were initially baited.
Thesze manholes were all in sewers which in the past had shown evidance of
infestation and additionally were all at road junctions. 5 complete and
11 partial takes wers recorded and follow-up treatments wers successfully
carried out. From all the available evidence it would appear that this
treatment was highly effective and this has been confirmed by the subsa-—
ruent reductions in surface infestation.

(b) Prestwich Hospital sewers:

A similar treatment with Fluorakil was carried out on the sewers at
Prestwich Hospital. Baiting was carried out over as wide an area as
possible and the manholes chosen wers those which in the past had shown
evidence of infestation. 7T takes were recorded, but the infestation was
of & slight and scattered nature only, and was successfully eradicated.
From the results obtained by this treatment it would appear that rodant
infestation in these sewers has been largely eliminated.

SOUTH-EAST LANCASHIRE RODENT CONTROL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Chairman of the Health Committee and I were again appointed to
garve on this Committee which meets regularly four times a year.

SCHOOLS

In accordance with the Council's request, & survey of all the schools
in the Borough was undertaken during the year and particular attention was
paid to the washing facilities, sanitary accommodation, facilities for
school meals and yard surfacing. In mest af the schools washing facilities
were more than adequate. Zalpon soap dispensers and paper towels are
mainly usad. Attention has been drawn in several instances to the nead
for tiling walls at the rear of wash basins. Minor defects such as
lighting, defective flushing cisterns, defective woodwork, and redecora-
tien were also mentioned.

Sanitary accommodation was found to be adequate in all cases axcept
at one school where it was felt that additional accommodation should be
provided for the junior boys. Again attention was drawn to minor defecis
including repairs and redecoration, also the signing "Boys" or "Girla"
at the entrances to the sanitary accommeodation.

Over half the sanitary accommodation was situate inside the schools
and in the remaining cases the Education Committee are making every effort
to incorporate these facilities inside the school. At Hope Park Girls'
County Secondary School work is nearing completion on the construction of
new internal sanitary convemiences and washing facilities. Recommendations
have been approved for a similar project at three other schools and it is
hoped to be completed within the next two or three years.

All kitchens and places where food is prepared or served were given
apecial consideration and these were mainly found to be satisfactory. In
certain cases, however, additional wash hand basins and other matters
concerning food hygiene were brought to the attention of the authority
concarnad.

In most schools the playground surfaces were found to be in good

condition and it was only in a few minor cases where defective surfacing
was found and the authority notified.
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I E, HOUSING.
HOUSING CONDITIONS

The local authority owns 1818 houses. OFf the remainder the most
prevalent type are semi-detached houses approximately between five and
50 yeara' old. Qlder terraced type property exists in parts of the
digtriet but in general housing conditions are reasonably good. Caertain
statistical infermation abstracted froem the 1961 census figures, set out
below, bears out this fact as it can be seen that the number of houses
without exclusive use of the main sanitary arrangements is quite small
compared with tha figure for the County as a whole.

SANITARY ARRANGEMENTS

g15 " "5, 29,6%) without fixed bath
156 & L B.14%) without w.c. in or attached to the building
e M = 3.33(2&.%} without exclusive use of hot tap in building

(Figures in brackets denote average figures for whole of County)

772 houses or T-g&% 30.6%) without exclusive use of all four arrangements®
5%

*Denctes fixed bath, hot tap, insida w.e., ecold tap

ANALYSIS OF HOUSING AFPLICATIONS

Class of Accommodation asked for Lo
applicant 1 pedroom | 2 bedroom| 3 bedroom | 4 bedroom Total
Applicants in 67 46 34 - 147
TOOMmE
Applicants who 203 94 108 5 410

are tenants

Applicants who

are owner— 56 8 16 1 81
ooCUpLETrsS
Totals 326 148 158 6 638

Analysis of applications for transfer from Council tenants

Applieations for 1 bedroom accommodation 38
LL L 2 LL LL] 39

L[] T 3 " 1] 3,5

113

During the year no dwellings were built by the local authority but
33 houses and 38 flate were erected by private builders. At the end of
the year the local authority had no dwellings under construction but 23
houses and 18 flats were in course of erection by private builders.

The Council are to erect 11 old peopk's bungalowes on the "Redcliffe",
Hilton Lane, site and the construction of these dwellings will be commenced
within the very near future.

HOUSING ACT 1957
1. Clearance areas

Since 1955, when the Council submitted their proposales to the Ministry
of Housing and Local Govermment for dealing with unfit houses, 11 clearance
areas including 199 dwellings have been represented and confirmed by the
Ministry. Five more areas invelwing 100 houses have been represented but are
awaiting confirmation. Details of clearance areas dealt with sinee 1955 are
gset out overleaf,followed by a list of unfit houses in 7 areas to be dealt
with in the ocurrent programme.
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CURRENT CLEARANCE AREA PROCRAMME

Clearance Area No.18

Clearance Area No.19

Clearance Area No.20

Clearance Area No.21

Clearance Area Ne.22

Clearance Ares No.23

Clearance Area No.24

NEWTOWN STREET
6-22 Newtown Street

CHURCH LANE
13-33 Church Lane

GREENGATE LANE
T=13 Creengate Lane

CHESTER STREET,

11-1%9 Chester Street
21 Chester Streest

23-3T7 Chester Street
10-16 Clifton Road
18-38 Clifton Road
2-24 Bdward Street.
2-10 James Sireet
1 & 3 Jamas Street

LIFTCH R

799,11 & 13 Clifton
Road

DICKTNSON TERHACE,
GREENHTLL AND

RECTORY LANE |

-1 Dickinson Terr.
4-12 Greenhill

3-89 (Greenhill
11=13 Greenhill
18-24 Rectory Lane
26-34 Rectory Lane

BLACKBURN STREET
15-25 Blackburn St.

2. " Individual unfit houses

Tetal .. 9 dwellinghouses

Total .. 12 dwellinghouses

Tetal .. 4 dwellinghouses

5 dwellinghousas
1 dwell inghouse
& shop
B dwellinghouses
4 dwellinghouses
11 dwellinghouses
12 dwellinghouses
5 dwellinghouses

2 _dwellinghouses
Total .. 47 dwellinghouses
1 dwallinghousa

& shop

Total .. 4 dwellinghouses

4 dwallinghouses
5 dwellinghouses
4 dwellinghouses
£ dwellinghouses
i dwellinghouses
5 dwell inghouses

Total .. 24 dwellinghousas

Total .. 6 dwellinghouses

It is still noticeable that owing to the high cost of repaira; owners
and agents are very reluctant to carry out many of the eesential housing
repairs required to keep propartias in a reasonable mstate of fitness,
apart from the more minor and urgent matters such as burst water serviece
pipes, obatructed drainage systems, defective flushing cisterns, leaking
roofs, defective rainwater pipes and leaking eavesguttering. Consequently
the older type terraced properties continue to present quite a problem.
General rising and penetrating dampness, damp and defective floors,
defective and perished wallplaster, rotted window and door frames, are
becoming much more prevelent and these are costly items to remedy. With
some houses only closing or demolition order procedure is the answer but
then rehousing only puts a greater burden on the Housing Committes who,
in most cages, agree to rehouse the occupants from property subject to

such ordara.
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(3)

(4)

(t) Not in clearance areas

Ae a result of formal or

informal procedurs under

8,17(1) Housing Aet 1957 Nil Hil Nil
Loeal authority owned houses

certified unfit by Medical

Officer of Health Nil Nil Nil
Housea unfit for human habita-—

tion where action has been

taken under local Act 1957 Hil Hil Nil
Unfit houses included in
unfitness orders Hil Nil Wil

Unfit housea oclosed

Under s8.16(4),17(1),35(1) of

Housing Act 1957 2 6 2
Under s8.17(3) and 26 of
Housing Aot 1957 - — =

Parte of buildinges closed under
8.18 Housing Act 1957 - - -

Unfit houses made fit and houses in which defects were remedied

owWnar By SRS
authority
After informal action by local
atthority 63 =
After formal notice under
iai Public Health Acts 3 Wil
b) Se.9 & 16 Housing Act 1957 Nil Hil
c) Under s.24 Housing Act 1957 - -

{5} Unfit houses in temporary use iﬂhuning Act 155][

Nil
(6) Purchase of houses by agreement
Nil
(7) Housing Act 1 and Housing(Financial Provisons)ict 1 -
Improvement granis,etc.
One scheme submitted in 1964 was completed during the year.
(8) House Purchase and Housing Act 1959 and Housing MActs 1961 & 1964
M No. of deBlll]'lE
3 or other build-=
: ings affected
Action during years: ; IEE 1%5
Applications submitted to local authority for
improvement to full standard ... o 32 30
Applications approved by lecal autherity for
improvement to reduced standard ... e Nil Nil
Total applications approved by local authority .. 32 21
Work completed 26 14
Action taken relating to compulsory improvement
of dwellings suan sane Hil Nil

=25



STANDARD AND IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

All applications for both standard and improvement grants are dealt
with through tha Borough Engineer but are not proceeded with until a cert-
ificate of fitness is issued by the Chief Public Health Inspector. In the
casa of a standard grant the certificate states whether or not, after the
proposed works have been completed, the house would be fit or likely to
ramain fit for 15 years. For an improvement grant this periocd is extended
to oover 30 years' life of the property. The majority of applications have
satisfied these requirements but there have been a few cases where there
has besn oonsiderable dampness and disrepair which has prevented the
applicant from obtaining a grant until the property has been rendered
fit for human habitation for the required period of time. This co-opera-
tion between departments works very well and is also a check against grants
being issued in connection with houses which may be closed as unfit or
likely to ba ineluded in clearance areas or redevelopment schemas,

QVERCROWDING

Beveral investigations were made into alleged moral overcrowding and
lack of badroom accommodation at the request of the Housing Depariment.
In a few cases moral overcrowding due %o insufficient bedroom ascommodation
was found, but there were no cases of legal overcrowding.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936. DETAILS OF NOTICES SERVED.
8.93 - Housing defects Sy

8.93 = Accumulations of rubbish SR N
5.93 —*Accumulation of noxious and

offensive waste matters |
5.93 - Emission of sawdust -

gawdust extractor plant e ul
5.39 - Defective drainage sss B
8.39 - Defactive sanitary appliances .. 2
5.45 - Defactive waste water closeta .. }
5.75 = Provision of dustbins s B

#This was a case of indiscriminate tipping of large quantities of indus-
trial waste on farm land. Following failure to comply with the notice,
proceedings were taken in the magistrates' court when the farmer concernad
was orderad to cover over with at least 1B" of earth all waste matters
deposited. A fine of L5 with 10 gne. costs w28 also imposed.

In respect of 5 of the above notices, work was carried out in default of
the owners concerned, at a cost of £45.4s.2d.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1961. DETAILS OF NOTICES SERVED,.

5.15 - Maintenance of public sewers. Notices served in respect of 16 public

SEWEI'S.
3:17%~ Stopped up drains. 3 notices.
5.18%~ Defective drainage. 1 notice.
S.26 - Defective premises. 1 notice

*Tn respect of notices under ss.17 and 18 all the work was carried out in
dafault of the ownars concerned at a cost of £46.5s8.64.

RENT ACT, 1957

During the year two applications were received for certificates of dis-
repair, bringing the total number of applications received since the
implementation of the Hent Act te 143. Tweo undertakings were received
and accepted in respect of these applications.

AND TENANT ACT, 1962. NON-PROVISION OF RENT BOOK.
A successful prosecution was taken againat the cwner of premises in Prest-
wich for failure to provide & rent book or other similar document contrary
to 8.1 and 4 of this Act, and a fine was imposed.

-26=-



SECTICN F. INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

DIuring the last two years particular attention has been paid to food
hygiene and a full scale effort has been mada to bring all food premises
up to the required standards. I am pleased to report that all feood
premisas in the Borough have now bean inspected. This has necessitated
vigits to some 250 food premises. Contraventions have bean brought to the
attention of the persons concerned, and follow-up visits have and ars being
made to ensure that all requirements are being complied with. Altogethar
286 notices have been served, details of which are as follows:-

No. of cases

Requirements Heo. of cases found c;EEiiud'Hith
Provision of wash hand

basin 112 64
Provision of sink 13 11
Premises requiring .
cleansing and

decorating 162 90

Miscellaneous — @.g.,
wash hand notices,
first aid kits,etc. 242 126

In last year's report reference was made to a successful prosecution
in respect of the non-provision of a wash hand basin in a food shop.
Despite the decision eof the court, the person concerned did not take any
steps to provide these washing facilities and it was again necessary for
the authority to take legal proceedings. This time a further fine of E2
was imposed for failure to provide the wash hand basin in accordance with
the Food Hyginnn{ﬂnnﬂral}Ragulatinns, 1960, and the defendant was ordered
to pay L£3.3s. advocate'™s fee. I would add that the wash hand basin has
now been satisfactorily installed.

A prosecution was also taken against the proprietor of a food shep
in respact of contraventions under tha Food Hygiuun[ﬂanaral}ﬂagulntiona,
1960, and a fine of £5 on each of 11 summonses was imposed together with
cogts of 10 gns.

Two cases of selling mouldy foodstuffs and one case involving a dirty
bottle of milk were dealt with by the depariment as detailed hereunderi-

Type of food Action taken

Dirty bottle of milk Retailer informed

Mouldy sausages Proceadings taken. Fined £10.
Mouldy chocolate sponge bar Proceedings taken. Fined £5.

During the year several cases of foreign bodies in food were referred
to the Lancashire County Council, being the Focd and Drug Authority. These
included a metal nut in an eccles cake; a iype of spring in a piece of
genoa cake, and a complaint about a tin of rhubarhb.

HAWKERS

Altogether 10 registrations ware granted during the year under the
Lancashire County Council(General Powers)Act, 1951, and these included 3
ice cream vehicles, 1 mobile butcher's shop and 6 mobile vehicles selling
graengrocery, fish and other foods. Strict attention was paid to the
condition of thesa vehicles and the provision of proper washing facilities
etc. before the registrations were granted. There are now 43 registered
hawkers in the district.

At the time of writing the Food Hygiene(Market Stalls and Delivery
Vehicles) Regulations, 1966, have been issued to come into operation on
18t January, 1967; which will give stricter powers in respect of food
hygiene in all mobile shops and delivery vehicles etc. and will enable the
authority te require water supply and washing facilities in all such vehicles,
amongst other important provisions.
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From 1st January, 1954, no raw milk other than tuberculin tested may
be =o0ld within the Borough as Prestwich is inecluded in the Milk {Epaulal
Designations )(Specified Areas)(No.3) Order 1953, which allows only milk
designated "pasteurised", "sterilised" or "tubarculin tested" to be
retailed in the Borough.

Under the Milk (Special Designations)Regulations, 1960, which came
into operation on 18t October, 1960, the iasuing of milk dealers' licences
was transferred to the Food and Diugs Authority for the area in which is
situated the premises at or fromshich the milk is se¢ld. In consequence
the izsuing of milk ligences is now undartaken by the Lancashire County
Council.

ICE CREAM

Two samples of loose ioe cream were obtained from mamufacturers and
retailers within the Borough and submitted for bactericlogicel examination,
and were reported on as satisfactory, being placed in Provisional Grades
1 and 2 respectively.

ADULTERATION,ETC.
Sampli under Food and Act, 1

The Lancashire County Council administered the above, and I am
indebted to Dr.5.C.Gawne, County Medical Officer of Health, for the
following particulars of samples taken within the district in 10685. A
total of 148 samples was cbtained consisting of 76 samples of milk (11 of
which were Channel Islands mllk] and T2 others comprising -

breakfast food Lobak tablets

peanut spread

oream chease

rice, chicken flavoured (carton)
blackeurrant health drink with

fruit fresh I:tn.ngqrinﬂa}
" " (apples)
1 L {pﬂarﬂ}

chip straws

1
custard powder 1 eastor oil
flour confectionery 3 fresh fruit
fruit dried (sultanas) 1 caraway seeds
Golden raising powder 2 barlay
ligquid paraffin 2 fish canned
oatmeal 1 chocolate sponge mixtura
lamon curd 1 mushroom & barley soup mixture
margarine 1 cream, fresh
ginger pudding 1 stomach mixture
pork sausage 1 Paracetamol tablets B.P.
1
1
1
1

_.M._i,_._,\_lﬂ_.m_xm_t_t_L_L_n_nm_nw_n_n_n._lu.h.._nA

potato orisps Yit.C
Eccles cake 1 gornfleur

salf raising flour 1 pickles

lemon cheese 2 cheegze

meat canned 1 ecut mixed peel

8ag0 2 arrowroot

gravy browning 2 borax

mustard liquid 2 cod liver oil

table jelly compound 2 saccarin tablets

mixed spice 1 bacon

fish paste 1 milk condensed, full cream
Distaguaine V=K suspension 2 dried fruit

These samples were analysed by the County Analyst and shown over-
leaf | is a list giving details of samples which were found to be adultera-
tad or otherwise giving rise to irregularity.
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SECTION G. GENERAL

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951

There are no premises in the district used for the mamufacture of
rag flock or other filling materials. Registrations are in force for three
premises where filling materials are used.

FET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

There are three licensed pet shops in Prestwich. Inspections were
made to ensure that the premises and accommodation provided for the animals
complied with the Act.

ANTMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT, 1963

During the year an application was received from the proprietor of
a pat shop for a licence for the beoarding of cats under the provieions of
this Act. The proposed premises were found to be guite satisfactory and a
licence was therefore granted autherising the boarding of not more than
Bix cats.

SHOFS ACT, 1950

: Routine visits weras made to shops within the Borough in connection
with the various requirements of the Aect, especially in regard to cloeing
hours and half day cloasing.

There are 318 Jewish traders registered under s.53 of the Act who,
because of their religion, do not trade on the Jewish Sabbath but are
allowed to trade on Sundays until 2 p.m. Four new registrations were
granted during the year.

On 5th August, 1965, the Shops (Barly Closing Days )Act, 1965, came
into operation. The main object of this Aet is to enable shopkeepers to
choose their own early closing day hitherto known as the weekly half
holiday. The power of local authorities to make orders fixing the day is
abolished and existing early closing day orders ceased fto have effect on
5th November, 1955. In Prestwich this affected one order made under the
Shops Act, 1950, affecting the following classes of businesses -

grocery and provisionsj greengrocery and fishj fruit, flowers and meatj
ironmongers and crockerys drapery, hesiery and fentsj sports and
portmanteaur and harness.

The occupier of the shop is now regquired to keep conspicucusly displayed,
820 as to be visible from ocutside the shop at an entrance used by its custo-
mers, a notice specifying the chosen day. The chosen day cannot be varied
more frequently than once every three months.

HATRDRESSING ESTABLISHMENTS

The Hairdressers and Barbers Byelaws made under s.7TT of the Publie
Health Act, 1961, came into operation on 1st January, 1964. There are
approximately 50 such businesses in Prestwich, the majority being ladies'
hairdressers. These establishments have all been inspected to ensure they
are maintaining the standards required by the byelaws, with partiecular
reference to the provision of suitable equipment for sterilising instruments,
washing facilities and cleanliness.

PETROLEUM( CONSOLIDATION JACT, 1928. Storage of petroleum and petroleum spirit.

This local authority has adopted the Home 0ffice Model Code of Prinei-
ples of construction, and licensing conditions for the keeping of petroleum
gpirit under the Act. The conditions laid down are mainly to minimise the
rigk of fire. All new installations are inspected and have to comply with
the Model Code before a licence is issued. All new storage tanks for petroleum
spirit are pressure tested at 10 lbs. per sg.in.and must hold this pressure
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OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963

Class of premises 3
Offices | Retail| Wholesale | Catering estab-| Fuel
shops | shops lighments open | storage
warehouses| to public, depota
canteans
(a) No.of register=| &7 203 12 28 3
ed premises at end
of year
(b) No.of register—| 20 44 1 3 None
ed premises receiv-—

ing a general inspec-
tion during year
(c) No.of exemptions None None None None None
gurrent at end of

ar
Space (=.5(2)) None None Nona None None
Temperature(s.& None None None Neones None
Sanitary conven-— None None None None None
iences(s.9)
Washing facil- Hone None Hone None None

ities (8.10)
(4) Ne. of visits of all kinds by inspector to registered premises — 160
(e) Details of prosecutions during the year (see below) -1

Number of persons employed:

Offices 271
Retail shops 580
Wholesale shops, warehousas 41
Catering establishments, canteens 178
Fuel storage depots T

1077 (422 males, 655 females)

NHumber of contraventions and matters requiring attention
found during inspections made under the above Act
during the year: 269

Again in 1965 particular attention was paid to the implementation of
the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 1963, and 160 visits were
made to registered premises, one of which led teo the successful prosecu-
tion of a local firm of solicitors for not complying with sevaral of the
Act's requirements.

A summary of contraventions etc. and comments on the varicus aspecta
of the Aet are as follows:- ¥o. found

WALLS, CEILINGS,ETC. Cleansing/redecoration
Ceiling defactiva
FLOORS. Worn floor covering
Absence of floor covering
Worn and defective floors
Obstructed floors
Dirty floors
ROOMS . Dirty condition
STAIRCASES AND LANDINGS. Hand rails not provided
Hot properly fenced
Balustrades raquired
Stair carpet not secura
HEATING. Lack of effective provision for heating
Abgence of thermometer
VENTILATION. Lack of adequate ventilation
WASHING FACILITIES. Absence of hot water supply
Defactive sinks
Lack of washing accommodation
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Temperature: It was necessary to ask for the provision of thermometers
in 30% of the premises visited and to require more effactive haating in
Idﬁ of the premises inspected.

Washing facilitiess OCenerally this was found to be satisfactory with the
absence of hot water in only 7 cases and complete lack of washing facil-
itias in 6.

Drinking water: This presented no problems.

Accommodation for clothings In most of the smaller offices and shope no
proper means weare provided for accommodating outdoor clothes or for
drying wet clothing.

Ssating: In only 4 out of 68 cases was the provision of seats raquirad.

Facilities for eating: In 6 cases these facilities were not provtd-d.ani
in 1 instance an assistant was eating her dinner on the shop counter
whilst serving a ocustomer.

Floors, passages and stairs: Handrails were required in 4 cases and a
staircase opening required to be properly fenced in 1 case. OCenerally
there were no problems of the premises inspected so far.

Dangerous machinery: 4 cases are summarised on the list of contraventions,
2 of which concerned bacon slicing machines. I have since coms across a
vertical slicing machine in a butcher's shop for cutting bones. The

btlade was unprotected and safety measures asked for in this case.

Lighting: In 32 cases lighting was considered inadequate and the persons
concarned requested to improve the standard of lighting in their partic-
ular premises.

First aid: It was surprising how many occupiers had not provided suit-
able aquipment.

Genaralsy On the whole wa have found the Act to be extremely good in
enabling this authority to improve standards of premises coming undar the
provisions of this Act. Genarally we have found co-operation with owners
and occcupiers who have been willing and ready to comply with all our
requirements.

Detailed information was also required on lighting and special
readings were taken with a light meter during the month of November, and
& special report has been sent to the Minister of Labour.

Generally it was found that natural lighting was good but artificial
lighting standards could in the majority of cases be improved. 3taircases
ware found to be badly lighted, also corridors and wash places. Oeneral
redecoration would in many cases considerably improve the lighting. Store-
rooms and stockrooms were found to be inadequately lighted. Improvament
in lighting has been advised in all cases where the store has been below
15 lumens per sq.ft. Instances of glare have been noted, mainly dua to
unshaded bulbs and bad positioning of the light. A larges atores waa
found to be lighted partly by means of tungsten filament bulbs and partly
by fluorescent tube lighting. The owners have been advised to instal
fluorescent lighting throughout the store in view of the poor standard
noted with the tungsten filament bulbs.
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