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Publie Health Department,
Town Hﬂ-ll,
PRESTWICH.

July, 1961.
T0 HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR AND ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL.

I have the honour to present the Annual Report for the year 1960
on the health and sanitary conditions of the district.

The provisional figures for the 1951 census show that the popula=
tion of Prestwich is now 34,191. This is very near the Registrar
General's estimated population of 33,390. Thers has been a decrease
in population of 179 since 1951,

The *adjusted live birth rate was 15.1 per thousand of the popu-
lation and when allowance is made for the persons in the Prestwich
Hospital the adjusted rate becomes 16,7 per thousand. This is lower
than the national rate which was 17.1 per thousand.

The adjusted death rate after making allowance for the hospital
population was 11.39 compared with a national rate of 11.5.

During the year there were 8 infant deaths, 6 of which occurred
during the first week of life, one during the second week, and one at
the age of & months. As will be seen later in the report, the major-
ity of these deaths were due to congenital abnormality and prematurity.
The infant mortality rate of 17.9 per thousand live births compares
favourably with the national rate of 21.7 per thousand, but where the
numbers involved are only small, a five year average gives a more
realistic figure and the average rate for the five yeare 1955/59 was
18.4. There were no deaths of mothers during pregnancy or confine-
ment during 1960,

Deaths from cancer again showed an inorease on those of last
year, 92 against 89. As in previous years there was a marked dispar-
ity in the deaths of lung cancer between males and femalss, Of the
50 males and 42 females who died during the year from cancer, 22 males
and 7 females died from cancer of the lungs and bronchi compared with
22 males and 5 females in 1959.

The apparently inevitable increase in the incidence of cancer,
particularly lung cancer, is now a matter of major conoern. During
the last few years intemsive research has been made and it is now
firmly established that the incidence of lung cancer is heaviest
amongst cigarette smokers and that the danger of contracting the
disease rises rapidly with the number of cigarettes smoked. Efforts
are being made to discourage young people from acquiring the habit
but this presents many difficulties, It is a difficult task to
attempt to stop young pecple from doing something by informing them
of the future dangers of such a habit. To a young person the threat
of cancer is so far away as to seem very remote and constant propa-
ganda encouraging smoking now seems to be directed towards teenagers,
Advertisements on hoardings and on televimion soreens aonstantly
stress the pleasures of cigarette smoking, and above all it is an
accepted adult social habit. So whilet again reiterating the import-
ance of doing everything to discourage young people from acquiring
the habit, I must emphasise that our efforts can only succeed when we
can counter the tremendous pressure from commercial sources and above
all when we get more support from the adult members of the eommuni ty.

* "adjusted” means corrected to a standard population for the purposs
of comparison with other distriets,



Infectious disease was largely confined to measles and whooping
cough. All the cases were of & mild nature and there were no deaths.

There were seven cases of respiratory tuberculosis and one case
of non-respiratory tuhar¢u1ouiu notified during the year; there were
five deaths. e I

Iuring the year the Borough again remained free from poliomyelitis
and diphtheria. To—day all parents realise the need for poliomyelitis
vaccination but are apt to take the immunity from diphtheria for granted.
In actual fact one is as important as the other. To maintain the present
immunity from diphtheria it is imperative that every child be immunised
and it is the duty of all parents to see that thie im done,

Iuring the year there was an outbreak of dysentery involving
pupils at a Frestwich school, and twe outbreaks of food poiscning,
accounting for ten cames, nnd particulare of these are given Mer in
the report. In one of the food poisoning outbreaks the food respons-
ible was pre-cooked chicken which had been warmed up,

In an endeavour to obviate this source of infection a summer food
campaign was undertaken in the district. A1l shopkeepers selling food-
stuffs of any description, together with clubs and licensed premises,
were informed of the special dangers of food infections during the
summer months. Particular refersnce was paid to the dangers of pre-—
cooking and re-heating. Instruction wes given on the correct manner
of keeping and handling foodstuffs, particularly in warm weather, and
poaters were distributed emphasising special points. By this means
it is hoped that the risks of food poisening within the distriet have
been reduced.

During the year plans for extending the smckeless zones have gone
ahead. PFPresatwich is scheduled as a black area and smoke control is
therefore a matter of considerable importance.

The first smoke control area came intoc operation on 1st September,
1958. Thie area, which is in process of development, will eventually
comprise 120 dwellinghouses. In addition an Order covering a block of
Couneil flats, containing 15 unite of accommodatiom, came into force
in November, 1960. A further area comprising 274 Council houses, 80
Couneil flats and maisonettes, 121 private houses and ome church, has
now received Ministerial approval and will come under a Smoke Control
Order on 1st September, 1951. A fourth area comprising 500 private
houses has now been submitted for approval tc the Ministry of Housing
and Local Government, and a fifth area comprising 491 private houses,
flats and shops, 117 Council houses, two industrial concerns and 11
miscellaneous properties is at the time of writing this report hains
prepared for submission to the Ministry,

In an endeavour to show what the setting up of a smoke control
area will entail to the residents in that area a Clean Air Exhibition
was held during the year. A wide range of appliances, gas, ele-~tric
and solid fuel burning, were on view and there were graphic illustra-
tiong showing the degree of pollution within the Berough, the proposed
future smoke control programme, and the benefits that smoke control
areas will bring.

The exhibition was open for three days and was well attended. The
public showed a keen interest in the wvarious appliances and it was
obvious from the many questions that were asked that they ware axtremely
interested, and this exhibition undoubtedly did a great deal towards
making the people of Prestwich interssted in smoke sontrol.

Water supplies were generally satisfactory throughout the year.
Samples were submitted for bacteriological and chemical axamination
and all proved satisfactory.



















SECTION ¢, PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND
OTHER DISEASES e

The total notifications for 1960 showed a comsiderable decrease
on those for 1959 (285 against 498). There was a decrease in the
number of measlee notifications (166 against 424) and also scarlet
fever (21 against 25) but there was an inocrease in whooping cough
(33 against 19). There were seven cases of respiratory tuberculosis
and one case of non-respiratory tuberculosis notified during the year.
There were no cases of poliomyelitis during 1960.

The inerease in the number of dysentery cases was due to an out-
break amongst the childrem attending a Prestwich school. Faeces
specimens were submitted on behalf of all affected childrem and sonne
dysentery organisms were isolated from 26 of these specimens.

A full investigation was carried out and enguiries made into the
school meals service, sanitary accommodation and washing facilities,
but the source of the infection remains unkmown., 80 faeces specimens
were submitied for bacteriological examination and of these 26 were new
cases, 5 were second specimens and 1 was a third specimen. Advice on
hygiene was given to schools and parents. A pamphlet issued by the
Central Council for Health Bducation detailing the precautions where
dysentery is concerned was distributed. Doctors, together with head-
masters and headmistresses of other schools, were informed of the out-
break.

There were two unrelated cases of food poisoning during the year.
The first involved two children, brother and sister aged 9 months and
4 years respectively. Faeces specimens were submitted for bacteriocl-
ogical examination on behalf of these children and also their parents,
and salmonella typhi-murium, a food poisoning organism, was isolated
from the specimens submitted on behalf of the children. All food
prior to the illness was consumed at home but only the childremn were
affected. A full investigation was carried out butthe source of the
infection remains unknown. ’

The second case occurred amongst members of a Prestwich women's
coach party. On the return of the party about half the members com-
prlained of pains in the stomach and diarrhoea. Faeces specimens were
submitted for bacteriological examination and heat resistant Ch.Welchi,
a food poisoning culture, was isolated from eight of these specimens.
Investigations were immediately instituted and it was ascertained by
the Medical Officer for the combined districts of Westmorland that the
food causing the outbreak was chicken which had been pre-cooked,slowly
cooled, later warmed up and served at the hotel in Windermere, where
the members of the outing partook of lunch,

A1l the patients in the two outbreaks summarised above made a
satisfactory recovery.

During the year notifications were received of a case of para-
typhoid fever and a case of typhoid fever. The two persons involved
were a youth of 17 and a woman of 50 respectively. Both these patienta
were admitted to hospital and were discharged after a stay of six
weeks' duration. They have both made a satisfactory recovery.

NATTONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 and 1951 - SECTION 47,

The above section gives power to the Medical Officer of Health
to remove persons who are in need of care and attention. It was not
neceseary to take any action under this section during the year.










SECTION D. SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES.

Public Health Depariment,
Town Hall,
PRESTWICH.

July, 1961.

T0 HIS WORSHIF THE MAYOR AND BERS OF THE COUNCIL.

I have the honour to present to you the following report om the
public health circumstances and work carried out in the Borough for
the year ended December, 1950.

During the year 9567 complaints were made to the department relat-
ing to housing and sanitary defects, unsound and contaminated food,
atmospheric pollution and other items of a varied nature which are
referred to in the report.

. A total of 1,018 sanitary defects or nuisances were discovered
and 796 were abated. The number of informal notices issued was 217
and statutory notices numbared 12. It was not necessary to take any
lagnl metion.

Throughout the year attention has been given to hygiene in connec-
tion with food shops and all places where food is prepared. Prequent
inspections have been made and advice has been given on the correct
methods of preparation and male of food to all food handlers. Where
necessary the attention of the shopkeeper was drawn to matters that
required attention and all these have been successfully complied with.

As will be seen from the report of the Mediecal Officer of Health,
the question of atmospherie pollution is one of paramount importance
in Prestwich. In view of this the creation of smoke controlled areas
has been treated as a priority matter and considerable progress has
been made during the year. As will be realised this has of necessity
taken up & great deal of the time of the inspectorate staff, and in
consequence the general work of the department has to some degree been
restricted bedause of staff limitations., In this connection T am
Pleased to report that Mr.J.Kenyon has now joined the staff as a Smoke
Control Officer and his appointment will emable the publie health
inspectors to devote more of their time to the general work of the
department,

The rodent operator has again been kept fully occupied investiga-
ting complaints of rodent infestation. Treatments wers carried ocut at
179 properties and 1113 visits were made in connection with infestation.
Two sewer treatments were carried out during the year on the public
sewers. On the first treatment only three takes were recorded, and on
the second there were four complete and one partial take. The infesta-
tion revealed was of a slight and scattered nature only. These results
confirm the efficacy of the regular sewer treatments in controlling the
degree of rat infestation in the sewerk.

In conclusion I would like to take this opportunity tc express my
thanks and appreciation to the Council, the Chairman and Members of the
Health Committee for their support and keen interest in the work of the
department, also to the Medical Cificer of Health and my colleagues in
the departments for their co-operation, I would alsc add a special
word of appreciation to all members of the staff of the Health Depart-
ment for their loyalty and hard work which they have put in during the
Fyear. Thie not only helps to keep pace with the ever increasing work
of the office but provides for a smoother running of the department.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Tour cbedient Servant,

E.WHEELER,
Chief Publiec Health Inspector,

= 4] -



SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

The three authorities responsible for the supply of water in the
Prestwich area during 1260 were (1) Manchester Corporation Waterworks,
(2) Irwell Valley Water Board, and (3) Heywood and Middleton Water
Board.

The arrangements made during 1959 whereby the Irwell Valley Water
Board purchased supplies of water for the Prestwich area from the Man=
chester Corporation Water Undertaking have remained in force during
the whole of the year. The Council had at a previous date resolved
that the Manchester Corporation Water Undertaking be requested to
apply for an order varying the limits of supply of that Tndertaking
to inelude that part of Prestwich now served by the Irwell Valley
Water Board, and this order becomes effective from 1st April, 1961,
and from that date the Irwell Valley Water Board will cease to be a
water authority in the Freatwich area.

During the year two samples were taken for bacterioclogical exam-
ination and they were both satisfactory. Three samples of water were
submitted for chemical analysis and proved satisfactory, the amount of
lead being lees than 0.1 parts per millionm.

Complaints were received during the year of discolouration in the
water supplies. These were taken up with the Water Boards concerned,
who stated that they were due to disturbances in the main during and
after maintenance work and by bursts in the water mains resulting in
disturbance to the water supplies. In one case snalysie revealed the
presence of detritus as suspended matter., The main was flushed and
the supply was thereafter satisfactory.

The water supply throughout the year has been generally satis-
factory, both in gquality and gquantity. "

DRATNAGE AND SEWERAGE,

Sewerage is treated at the Council's sewage disposal works, Buck-
ley lane, Prestwich, in detritus and precipitation tanks {using alumino
ferric), afterwards passing through percolating filters to humus tanks,
and thence the effluent is discharged into the River Irwell. Sludge
drying beds are provided. Storm tanks are provided for storm water in
excess of three times the dry weather flow; this water is later passed
through the works for treatment. Storm flows in excess of six times
the dry weather flow pass over the storm water overflow direct to the
TLlVer.

The preliminary stages on the extensicns and alterations of the
sewage disposal works to cope with the increased flow in the district
have been completed and the rectangular filters amd distributing mach-
inery have been installed and are working satisfactorily. The second
part of scheme 1, which comprises the construction of new additional
humus tanks, pumping station and recirculation plant, and alter:tions
to flow to sedimentation tanks, etc., is proceeding satisfactorily.
fompletion is expected in the next 12 months.

Simister, which is a semi-rural district away from the main sewer,
ig dealt with in three methods:-

(1) Part of the area is drained to a small disposal works
consisting of & settlement tank and percolating filter.
The effluent is discharged into Whittle Hrook watercourse.

(2) Another area is drained into a large septic tank, the
effluent from this also being discharged into the Whittle
Brook wateroouraa,

These two areas are in process of being combined. The
small works (1) is being changed to a pumping station to
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CONTROL OF INFESTATION.

The houses and furniture of all prospective Council temants are
inspected before tenancies are taken up, and all infeated houses are
disinfested prior to removal. The Housing Officer and the Publie
Health Inspector visit the premises,and advice where necessary is
given to the tenant,

INSECTS,

During the year the department's attention wasa called to nuisances
arising from the presence of crickets, beetles and wasp infestations.
Liquid and powder insecticides dealt effectively with the crickets,
beetles and moths, but gassing measures and cymag poison gas were
necessary in the case of the wasp infestations, after which the nests
were destroyed. During the summer months there were complaints of
nuisances caused by bees. These were all referred to local apiarists
who successfully dealt with same,

DISINFECTION.

Disinfection in cases of infectious diseases is carried out by
formalin spray or formalin vapour only in those premises where it is
considered necessary by the Medical Officer of Health.

The steam disinfector, which was situate at the refuse disposal
works, is no lenger in use and any infected bedding or articles
requiring steam disinfection are by arrangement with the Radeliffe
Borough Council taken to the steam disinfection station at Radeliffe.

The following disinfections were carried out during 19601-

Hﬂlﬁblﬂ' ﬂf rooms ﬂlﬂisﬂ-t'ﬂ& T I e e R R RN 15
Number of articles of bedding etc. steam disinfeoted .... 15
Humber of articles of Ihﬂddiﬁs dﬂﬂtrﬂrﬂﬂ G B EER RS e RS 13
Humber of li.b'l'ﬂrr books diginfected ...i-sscssssase-serna 11 z

THE PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.

The Council employ a full-time rodemt operator and all complaints
of infestation are investigated and a treatment carried out if necessary.
Investigations are alsoc made of +tips, allotments, ete., to ensure that
re-infestations have not arisen since the last treatment.

Appended hereunder is an analysis of the various types of infesta-

tion:-
Corpeoration Agrie=- Total
E%-;—-E-EE—: P’%t—l’g& self-occupied ultural
Eremee property property
Hata:
Typa of infest-
ation =
Ma jor Hone Hone 3 2
¥inor 21 5T 4 b B4
Mige:
lia jor 5 None Hone Nona B
Minor 43 42 Hone Hone as

The rodent operator made 1,112 visits investigating and treating
infestations. Treatments were carried out at the Prestwich Hospital
as and when requested. The treatment of rodent infestation in private
houses is carried out as a free service but a charge is made for treat-
ments carried out on business premises or agricultural property.

During the year there has been close co-operation with officiale
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Pisheries and Food, whose help and
pdvice has been readily given.
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Factories, Shops, ete.

Fakehouses — No mechanical power USed ...ccevvsccssssscancen-e
Machanical power VBB .. evesésssassaesaensnnnsais

Dairies and milk Bhﬂpﬂ e T P PR R TP N LR R R R

Fuﬂtﬂriﬂﬂ = No uﬂﬂhﬂniﬂil Ppowar Heeld Jeesssmsrsssnsnnssnenssnn
Mechanioal powar MFBL .. scsssssssrsssnsanssnnnsins

TGE—CTBAN .::srsssssasanrsstsasnpefssssrarsnssmsasadindannennd

foiﬂﬂ! ,,,..................a----.-ooo---c--iiiiir'r-||--+--4

Places of public entertainment ......cccisvisnsrsrssvacsansovacn
Restaurant kitohot8 secevscsasssssssrnnsrnssassaniasissssnrras

Eﬂﬁpﬂ i T R T W RN R R R R R R L LS CH RO N BN R RS R
Contraventions = Factories

Unsuitable or defective sanitary accommodation ....
Want of cleanliness® .scsssssnccssssnavsssssnrnsnnnn
Contraventions — Shops

Hot ﬂlﬁﬂiﬁg hﬂ.lf"‘d.q “ﬂm sarssmEidtRE B R ERERAARS
Notice re half-day closing not displayed .....cc000
Premises defective and dirty ..-cvscnecissssanannann

oy

SECTION E. HOUSING.

HOUSING CONDITIONS.

Semi-detached houses are the most prevalent type in the district
usually between five and fifty years® old. The older type terraced
property exists in parts of the district, and the Corporatiom's clear=
ance proposals submitted to the Ministry cover 298 premises, 36 houses
in the first and second clearance areas have been demolished and the
sites cleared, and at the time of writing this report redevelopment is
in progress and two blocks of flats, each comprising 12 units of acco-
mmodation, are now being erected by the Couneil.

The number of persons registered for rehousing at the end of the
year was 543, comprising 317 tenants, 194 sub-tenants and 32 owner-
occupiers, and of these 62 were om the prierity list. Approximately
284 of the applicants require one bedroom dwellings, 549 require two
bedroom dwellings and 18% require three or more bedroom dwellings.
The number of houses owvned by the Corporatiomn is 1,700.

During the year the local authority erected four bungalows and
15 flats, and 43 houses and 11 flats were erected by private builders.
At the end of the year the Corporation had no houses under gonstruction
but there were 114 dwellings in course of erection by private builders.

There is now a shortage of land for building purposes but the
start of redevelopment schemes is now being undertaken.

RENT ACT, 1957. .

The implementatiom of the Rent Act, whigh came into force in
July 1957, whilst notachieving all that was hoped, has had some effect
on raising the standard of housing within the Borough.

Tn the beginning there were a considerable number of applicaticna
but during the year under review only six applications were received
making a total of 125 in all. Since its inception the Rent Act has
had a considerable effect on the fitness of houses within the Borough
and the unwillingness of landlords to effect repairs because of finan-
gial limitations has been considerably diminished,
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