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Public Health Department,
“Monsall Lodge,”
Bury New Road,
Prestwich.

To The Mayor,
and Members of the Prestwich Borough Council.,
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit for your consideration the Annual
Report for the year 1943.  As requested by the Ministry of Health
it is a curtailed report and deals with the more important Health
matters, Public Health Services, Vital Stalistics, Infectious
Diseases and Sanitary Works.

Four years of war with all its trials and anxieties have now
drawn to a close and in the following pages the effect on the health
of the district and the changes wrought will be unfolded.

Surprisingly the population has only decreased by 940 accord-
ing to the Registrar General’s estimate for the year, but in my
opinion it has decreased more and counterbalanced by the influx
of refugees who have come temporarily to reside in the district.

I am glad to inform you that the birth rate continues to rise.
This yvear there were 462 legitimate and 13 illegitimate births,
a rise of 72 and 2 respectively over the previous vear. The still
births were higher by 9 owing probably to the anxieties of mothers
during the years of war.

There was a small decrease in the deaths, viz., 21 or a crude
cdeath rate of 11.2 per 1,000 of the estimated population.

Unfortunately the death rate of infants under one year shows
an increase, viz., 42 per 1,000 live births, whereas the rate last
vear was 34 per 1,000 live births. No doubt this increase is



4

partly due to the periodic difficulty in obtaining certain vitamins,
luel for heating and the lack of sunshine in a year of inclement
weather.

The general health of the residents was not as well maintained
as the previous war years as evidenced by the number of colds,
gastric troubles and rheumatisi amongst them. The anxious
times through which people are Passing plus long hours of work,
standing in queues for transport and food for hours at a time in
cold biting winds and rain, during a long winter and a cold
summer strangled the attempts to keep well by brave people.

In conclusion I express my thanks to the Council, The Chait-
man and Members of the Health Committee, Mr. F. H. Ashton,
and other officials for their kind support,

I also wish to record my appreciation of Mr. L. T, J. Trippier,
Chief Sanitary Inspector, for his great assistance, and good work
of the staff in the Health Department.,

[ am, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

H. C. BURBIDGE,
Medical Officer of Health.



BOROUGH OF PRESTWICH.

A—STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE AREA.

EERC T arves) SX. oo B U & i A, U 2,420
Population :
Registrar-General’s Estimate, 1943 ... ... ... ... ... 32,380
Censne, 1931 .. pb o efUN0 duk) WU L T e nTuG. Lol gy

Density {persons per acre):

Number of inhabited houses end of 1943

aecordin to rate books . .. v s was 9,350
e o L Nt B S R R e e |
sum represented by a penny rate ... ... ... oo vee oo een e 91T

Social conditions are good.  The area is mainly residential,

the chief industries being Bleaching, Dyeing and Finishing, also
manufacture of Soap.

Extent of unemployment official figures not available. Demand
for labour has exceeded supply, persons persistently unemploved
because of physical and/or mental infirmity and unsuitability

represent only .0019, of the workers in the area.



viiAL STATISTICS.

Males IFemales Totals

[Edpitithate ... oo susvin o 208 wns 224
l.ive Births (Ilegitimae ... ... ..oi. . 6y 4 6
(Tatals v o v painae o 2b. oxy 230

462
13

475

Birth Rate per 1,060 of the estimated resident population ... 14.6

(Legitimate ... ... . oL ] 17
Still Births (lllegitimate ... ... ... ... ... — .. — —_
frotalsis . e L 1 2t nysngg 17
Rate of still births per 1,000 tul,:a.] buths 3
Deaths 00 w2y in- A8Bioysrs: 1182 365
Crude death rate per 1 ﬂﬂﬂ Uf th {,btlﬂ‘l.it{‘d resident
population ... ... ... 11.2.
Deaths from puerperal causes. : Rate per 1,000 total
(Live and Still)
Deaths Births
Puerperal SEpsis jininm o5 aors ol wos 1 2.03
Other Maternal Canses ... v woyyisn, 0l nil.
1 2.03
Death rate of infants under 1 vear of age :—
All imfants per 1,000 live births ... ... ... ... ... .. 42
Legitimate ‘infants per 1,000 live births ... ... ... ... 38
[legitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births... 153
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) .. b2
De aths from Measles (all nﬂgm} s nil.
Deaths ‘rom W hoop'ng Cough {af'l ag'(“-«} 1
Psaths fram Diarrhoea (under 2 years) ... ... ... ... ... 1



CAUSES OF DEATH IN 1943.

Males IFemales Totals

Whooping Cough ... — Lazati 1
luberculosis of Respiratory System ... ... 7 6 il 13
Other Tubercular Diseases ... ... ... ... ... 2 — ... 2
Syphillitic Diseases ... 1 < i -
Influenza ... . £ ] ) 10
Acute Encephalitis ... — 1 1
UARCER - ins oo ot 26 26 52
Diabetes ... . e e e 2 2 !
Intra Cranial Vascular LPHIDI‘I& ...... T B 24 42
Heart Disease ... St ek SR 36 81
Other Diseases of (..ll'Ll.l]dtﬂ'l'} ‘s}btem i3 yibrvessd 6 11
LTI L A S SR, U Sy e | | 13 27
Pneumonia ... ... 9 11 20
Other Respiratory Dmeases it auadls 3 1 4
UNlecer, Stomach Duodenum . ... ... ..; ... @ 1 7
Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) ... ... ... — 1 1
Congenital, Debility Premature Births,

Malformation, etc. ... 6 b 11
Appendicitis ... ... . 4 e 4
Other Digestive DISEES'EE AR G 0 b 11
PIERREISS Tt e i bt s e T 6 13
Puerperal Diseases ... ... ... — 1 1
Suicides ... ... .. T 1 2 3
Road Traffic AL("ldEnt‘i 1 1 2
Other Violence ... .. 2 T 9
All other causes ... 13 21 34

Totabesan i, agld . M 00 JRGIUES 1887 .. 18D
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B—GENERAL PRCVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE AREA.
(I)—Ambulance Facilities :
(a) Infectious cases removed to the Florence Nigﬁlingalt
Hospital in ambulances provided by the Bury and District
Joint Hospital Board.

(b) Non-Infectious and Accident Cases :
The Borough Ambulance service was augmented in
February, 1942 by the provision of a new Ambulance,
making two Ambulances in commission. The service has
greatly bencfited thereby.,

(2)—Nursing in the Home.
General and Maternity Nursing is carried out by the nurses
of the. District Nursing Association. The warmest thanks
are due .to the nurses for their excellent work.
There are four midwives including the County Council Midwife
practising in the area.  Their work during the past year
has to be commended.

(4)—Maternity and Child Welfare,
The Child Weliare Centre is open at Prestwich on 'l“h|,1r5d.f1jr':sj
and at Heaton Paik 'on Mondays, 9-30 a.m. 10 11 a.m. During
the year thére were 6,946 alfendances, a weekly average of
131..

Dr. Huichinson and a Nurse of the County Council Authority
are in attendance at each session, and there is a voluntary
Committee of five ladies—Mrs. Chapman, Mrs. Gibson, Mrs.
Adams, Miss Ballantyne and Mrs, Madeley,

An Anti-Natal Clinic s held at *“The Uplands,* ‘Whitefield,
¢ach Monday from 1-30 to 3-30 p-m,



(4)—Hospital Accommodation,

(a) General: Accommodation is provided by Hospital® in
Manchester, Salford and Bury.

(b) Maternity : There is no Maternity Hospital in the district.
The Northern and St. Mary’s Hospitals, Manchester, are
available for complicated cases.

In addition to The Redcliffe Nursing Home and No. 4,
Buckingham Road, a third Registered Nursing Home,
“Glenside,” St. Ann’s Road, is now available.

(c) Children: The Northern Hospital, Manchester, and the
Children’s Hospital, Pendlebury are available.

(d) Infectious Diseases: Cases are treated at the Florence
Nightingale Hospital, Bury, which is maintained by the
Bury and District Joint Hospital Board, of which Prest-
wich is a constituent member. Structural and establish-
ment expenses of the Hospital are met by a precept
based on the rateable value of the district of each
constituent member,

Cost of maintenance of patients is divided on a basis of
‘“‘patient days.”’

The estimated cost of treatment for the year ended 30th
September, 1943, was £71,911. 12s. 3d.

119 Cases were admitted to the above Hospital during
the year.

(e} Tuberculosis : Cases from this district are provided for by
the Lancashire County Council Sanatoria,
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C—SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
1.—No important changes have taken place during the year with
regard to water supplies, sewerage, drainage, rivers and

streams.

2.— Closets accommodation at the end of 1943 :
No. 1943 No. 1942

Middens ... ... . 18 .. 18
Closets clild{hEd to Mlddﬂns et e 24
Patl el et Nl Tn e s b e R R 139
Fresh Water Closets ... ... ... ... ... ... 10481 ... 10481
Waste Water Closets ... ... wo o e on 7l A 47
Moveable Dust Bins ... ... ... ... ... ... 106562 ... 10662
Waste Water Closets converted to

Eresh Water, Closets ... ... .. o s, —_ ... —

3.—Gully Cleaning :
During the year, 2,691 premises were visited and 4,953 gullies
cleaned by workmen from the department.

4.—Sanitary Inspection of the Area :

Niumber of Premises visited ... ... ..o oo oweeicis sns oo 1D
Nuvinber of Inspections .. 40 a0  sone st Je . 12159
Number of defects or nuisances discovered ...0... ... 851
Number of <cects or nuisances abated ... ... ... ... ... 546
Number of Drains Tested by, Water ... ....... ... ... b
Number of Drains Tested by Smoke ... ... ... ... ... _169
Number of Drains Tested by Colour ... ... ... ... ... 107
h.-—Number of Notices served :
(1) Informal Mabices: . u i, o fishiss, Lo oh el se siSe sl
(2} Statutory Notices ... o 2l o N e 17

All the Statutory Notices were {'nrnpherl "L‘.H]‘L
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G.—Bug Infestation :

22 Cases of infestation dealt with during the year including
1 case in a Council House.  There were 2 cases outstanding
at the end of 1942 these were also abated at the beginning
of this year.

T.—Factories Act, 1937 :

(a) Mechanival Power ... ... ... AR e i B T
(b) Without Mechanical Power ... ... ... ... 12

33 Inspections of factories were made. 13 defects were found
and all were remedied.

Outworkers :

3 Lists were received involving {4 visits to premises.

1 lList was sent out.

8.—Procedure under the Shops Acts, 1912-36 :

37 Visits were paid to shops to ascertain that the requirements
of the Acts were being observed. In very few cases non-
compliance with *Regulations was found,

No Court proceedings were taken against shopkeepers
during the year.

b.—ILaboratory Facilities :

No changes have taken place since my last report and facili-
ties are still available at the Public Health Laboratories of
Manchester and Salford.
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D--HOUSING.

No new houses were erected in Prestwich during 1943, one
house was demolished by reason of being a dangerous structure.

The number of houses owned by the Local Authority under the
1019-30 Acts shows no change namely 1,092,

The housing conditions in the district may be regarded as satis-
factory.  Under present conditions it is difficult to get repairs
carried out to the older houses. At the end of the year there
were 3 cases of overcrowding, 2 cases awaiting houses to be built
by the Council on a particular site, whilst the third is due to war
ime conditions, i.e., shortage of houses.

E—INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

1.—Milk Supply.

There are 122 persons registered under the Milk and Datries
(Amendment) Act, 1922, and Milk and Dairies Crder, 1926. This
figure comprises b cowleepers, 58 Dairymen or retail roundsmen,
and B8 persons registered for the sale of bottled milk only.

The cleanliness of premises and methods of distribution has
been generally satisfactory considering the restrictions of war
conditions.  Inspection of farms, dairies and milk shops is carried
cut periodically.

Examination of Samp'es—14 Samples were taken for bacterio-
logical examination of which four were unsatisfactory. The
farmers concerned were written fo and improvement in clean-
liness was noted. 10 Samples were submitted for the presence
of tubercle bacailly, all the results were negative except ¢.
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Particulars of the positive samples were forwarded to the
County Medical Officer of Health and the appropriate action was
taken. B

Milk (Special Designations) Orders, 1936-1940 :

The following ILicences were issued :— |

“Tuberculin Tested Milk.*

(1) Bottling ... ... e et R T
(it) Distribution ... 185 gedon) .. o

“Accredited Milk.”

BiBouling oo

() Distabution ... ... SETEOH. 5 2
“‘Pasteurised Milk."

(1) Pasteurising Plants ... ... ... ... ... 1

(it} Eistribation Lol (L 3

2.—Meat and other Foods,

There are two licensed private slaughter houses in the district
«lso one in connection with the County Mental Hospital. Slaughter.
ing at the two private slaughter houses was stopped under the
Live Stock (Restriction on Slaughtering) Order, 1940,

6 Slaughtermen’s licences were issued. . 34

The retail meat shops have been regularly visited to inspect
the meat and see that the Public Health (Meat) Regulations were
being observed.  Generally conditions have been satisfactory and
no statutory action has been necessary. '

There are 18 bakehouses on the register. Periodical inspec-
tion has been carried out and on oceasions it has been necessary
to draw attention to overdue limewashing and cleanliness.

Other food premises have been inspected regularly and strict
attention has been paid to cleanliness.
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3.—Unfit Foodstuffs.

The following amounts of foodstuffs were voluntarily surren-
dered to the Department and condemned as unfit for human con-

sumption.

922 Tins ... Tinned Foodstufis.
44! Ibs. ... Bacon.

10 1bs. ... Cooking Fats.

2} lbs. ... Pressed Beef.

5% lbs. ... Butter.

5 Stones ... Herring

dozen ... Fish Cakes.
131 Ibs. ... Prunes,

{.—Adulteration, etc., Sampling of Food and Drugs.

The Lancashire County Council administer the above and I
am indebted to Mr. J. C. Almond, County Sanitary Inspector,
for the following particulars of samples taken within the district.

14 Samples of milk and 6 other articles of food were taken

all were satisiactory.

14 Milk.
1 Soup.

1 Dried Milk,
1 Pickles.

1 Margarine.
)

2 Ci n}king Fats,
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F—PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL UV]:.R
INFECIIGUS AND OTHER leLAbLS

Scarlet Fever, Measles, and Whooping Cough were the most
prevalent Infectious Diseases during the year. The spread of these
infections is in nearly every case spread by Contacts especially in
Schools when children in the incubaticn period of (hese: diseases
are mtermingling with each other before definite signs of disease
make their appearance. i

There were only 9 cases of Diphtheria notified dnd no deaths
from this disease proving the efficiency of Diphtheria serum injec-
tions in the fight with this fatal ailment.

2.—Diphtheria Immunisation.

During the year 360 pre-school children and 4’06 school child-
ren were immunised.

Sessions are held at the Public Health Department as often
as required. I have been greatly assisted in the work by the
valuable help of Nurse Wellard, kindly lent I:n the Lrl.nC-dShlI‘L
County Council. :

The method T have carried out from the beginning was to
separate the children into two classes, viz. namely i—

(1) Those that had had no Whooping Cough or Diphtheria

since Birth. Sk

(2) Those that had no Diphtheria but had had Whooping

Cough. RS

In the first class I immunised against Whooping- Cough and
Diphtheria by giving three injections of a combined Serum with
an interval of one month between each injection,

In the second class three injections of Diphtheria Serum with
an interval of one month between each inje:*.tinn.
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Since January, 1941, when the scheme w
immunised to the end of December,

1,916 were school age, and am

as commenced I have

1943, 2,946 children of which

serious after effects from the injcctions,

A in YVears
cn 315t December, of the

glad to report there were no

corresponding vear 1941 1949 1943
S 26 65 145 X
| i i CE 1 02 93
R L 55 41
i O
Jesiv. P0s u. 45 54 gpafs VTl SR
f~tn Coiombionty, 138 46 44 J
B irintatd o 197 49 al
e i e 32 al
=B o 0 L TON 32 28 A
B s ot 111 28 41
o R R 1 22 43 |
W . . e D8 20 Od S TONPAT 1,385
| e R S e 21 47 A
T T _f}_? 16 16
b= e R 0O 16 29
T .
Bl i e i 15 4 [0
.
1> and over ... 2 — | I
= s =44 J‘ FOTAL 81
1633 052 766 |GRAND TOTAL

—_——

|

2{?&6

From the above Table it will be seen that the luta] inoculated
aged under b years on 31st December, 1943, was 1,020.
Total inoculated aged 5—14 years on 31st DLCEmbLl‘ 1943,

was | 855

Total inoculated aged 15 years and over on 31st December,

1943 was 81.
Lirand Total 1941-

-43,

2,046.
-



3.—Diphtheria Antitoxin,

120,000 Units were issued to Medical Practitioners free of
charge for the treatment of local residents,

Many residents have had their children immunised privately
during this year and I sincerely hope that many more will take
the opportunity of getting their children immunised against this
disease; which in years of war, when health is below par, is
always on the alert to seize its victims quickly before anything
can be done to save their lives.

8.—Tuberculosis.

18

New Cases of Mortality during 1943.

Age

Periods
Years
0— 1
1— 5
65—10 ...
10—15
15—20
20—25
25—35
39—4H
45—5bD

2565

65 and over .

I regret to report an increase of 1
cascs of Tuberculnsis notified over the

Totals ...

New Cases
Pulmonary Non-
Pulmonary
M F M F
sz ¢ Wk P i
—_ 3 1 1
3 1 1 —
2?2 - 2 —
3 2 1 —
1 1 — —
1 2 — 1
| et A -1
11 9 6 2
20 8
28

being 28 1n 1943 and 27 in 1942,

Deaths
Pulmonary  Non-
Pulmonary

M. F: MoF

|
|
i

m1|--.-41~::|m|
l
|

13 2
16

in the number of new
previous year the figure
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The number of deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosié was 15
against 16 in 1942, and from other tubercular affections 2 ag'ainst
3 in 1942, ] LHRITE T
The rates are as follows :— per 1,000 of Population

FulmonaryTubercalosis’ ..o = .~ o0 0 s - 0.45
Other Tubercular Diseases ... ... ... ... ... 0:06

The notification of Tuberculosis in the district is efficient
and no action has been necessary in respect of non-notificatiod.

No action has been necessary during the year under the
Public Health (Prevention o! Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925,
(relating to perscns suffering from Pulmenary Tuberculosis
employed in the milk trade) or under Section 172 of the Public
Health 1936 (relating to the compulsory removal to hospital of
persons suffering from Tuberculosis). :

e e

PATHOLOGICAL AND BACTERIOLOGICAL
EXAMINATION.

Number of specimens examined in 1943 by the Public Health
aboratories of Manchester and Salford were as follows :—

Diphtheria—Throat or Nose Swabs ... ... ... ... ... 69
Mirnlenpe TBesEs oo dunon ne dns s dasee mes S b o8
Fberculosis=——SPIEINl .o oo obo s e e e st 1Y
Ethers, Widdl Tests, 6te. ... T.. coe meniwes san centmens A

Action taken with regard to (a) Contacts, (b) Return Cases,
) Carrier Cases.

(a) Contacts excluded from School and in a few cases from
ork.

No. of contacts traced : _
Scarlet Fever ... ... ... ... 93 School ... 414 others
IHphitheria 0. a8l et e ToSelobl: L5 BE otherk



20

Public Health (Smail Pox) Prevention Regulations, 1917.
No vaccinations were performed by me during the year.
Disinfection.

Infected premises when necessary are fumigated with form-
«ldehyde vapour, and the walls sprayed by the Council.

Bedding and clothing is removed and disinfected in the steam
disinfector provided by the Council,

Number of disinfections carried out :—

Rooms ....... 203
Articles of Heddmg dnd Cl-::-thmg Fridh R o 1 |
Public Library Books ... ... ... 191
Articles, Bedding and !Ifllnl:hm,t_gr deatrn}red 27

Disinfection is carried out by workmen attached to the Health
Department.

During the year at holiday periods the schools in the district
are disinfected with formaldehvde vapour and the drain gullies
and grids cleansed and disinfected with Chloride of Lime,
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