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- Pusric HEALTH DEPARTMENT, -
MonsaLl LobpGk,
‘1o The Mayor, Bury New RDM}, PreEsSTWICH,
and Members of the Prestwich Borough Council,
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

[ have the honour to submit for your consideration the
Annual Report for the Year 1942. As requested by the
Ministry of Health it is a curtailed report and deals with the
more important Health Matters, Public Health Services,
Vital Statistics, Infecticus Diseases and Sanitary Work.

During ihe year I continued the Immunisation Scheme
and at the end of the vear | have immunised 552 children
completely. This added tc the previous yvear makes a total
of 2,163 children immunised completely. It is remarkable
that during the yvear onlv 8 cases of Diphthoria w re netified
four of which had not been immunised. Notwith<tanding the
continuation of the War the health of the people was well
maintaincd.

The birth rate has increasced, the number of births being
401, compared with 264 the previcus vear.

The number of deaths was higher than in 1941, viz.. 385
comparcd with 343, this was due to the greater number of
deaths amongst the older persons, 1.e., from 63 upwards.

Heart Disease and Cancer give the higzhest number of
deaths this vear, viz. ) and 63 respactively.

In ccnclusion. 1 take this oppoertunity of expressing my
thanks to the Council, Chairman and Memb-rs of the Health
Committee, and other ofhicials for their support and encour-
::gﬁmtrnl,

I also desire to record my appreciation to the valuable
assistance and good work of the Chief Sanitary Inspector
and Staff of the Health Department.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen
Your chedient Servant,
H. C. BURBIDGE,
Med cal Gfficer of Health.



BOROUGH OF PRESTWICH
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A—STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE AREA.

L T (e g e G ey 2,420.

Population :

Registrar-General’s Estimate, 1942 ... 33,270.

Eensus EEL T < ek, o SRR
Density (persons. per acre) ... ... ... o oo .o 13.7

Number of inhabited houses end of 1942

according to rate books ... ... ... ... ... 9,810.
Rateable value ... «.. ... oo oe vne wre wee oo. 5,234,087,
Sum represented by a Pennv Rate ... ... ... £917.

Social conditions, including the chief industries carried on
in ihe arca :—Social conditions are good. The area is mainly
residential, the chief industries include Bleaching, Dveing and
IFinishing Works, and a Secap FFactory,

Extent of Unemplevment - —Ofhicial figures are not avail-

able, but the estimated figure is 29, of the insured population,



VITAL STATISTICS.
Males Females Totals

(Legitimate ... ... 200 ... 190 ... 390
Live Births (Illegitimate ... ... B T |
(Torals =z oy or .., B06) .. 0984 0]
Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident
population ... ... ... ... 12.0.
Males Females Totals
(Legitimate ... ... ... 5 3 . 8
Sull Births (Illegitimate ... v -coh - — .00 — 0 —
RIS * S0 B s S
Rate of still births p r 1,000 total bi'ths 19.0
B 57 e O WO et il | B | R
Crude death rate per 1,000 of the estimated
resident population ... ... ... coo i e oaas 11.6
Deaths from puerperal causes :— Rate per 1,000 total
(Live & Still) Births
Deaths
Puerperal Sepsis ... ... ... ... 1] P oA nil.
Other Maternal causes ... ... nil. nil.
nil. nil,

Death rate of Infants under 1 year of age :—

All infants per 1 003 live births' ... ... ... . oo oo M

Legitimate infants per 1,000 live births ....... ... 23.
llegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimatg

live Dirths - o i Sisvis st i s ol oo o0

Deaths from Cancer (all dgts'l e e T

0 Measles (all- ag‘chj Mt S o L

v Whooping Cough (all agea} .. nil.

3 Diarrhoza (under 2 vears) ... ... ... 2
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN 1942,

Males Females Totals

B OCTEa ol i v s e s e 1 1
Tuberculosis Respiratory System ... 10 6 16
(ither Tubercular Diseases ... ... ... I 2 3
NGRS R AR 35 63
Ehibictest s o o o A b R e e o -
Intra Cranial Vasoular lesions... ... 15 .. 23 ... 38
Heart Disedase . . ool oo noipe 00 0w die 50 " G0
Other Circulatory Discases ... ... ... st 7 SR |1
Bronehifis. ... % oo e i an e e St s TR e 4 B0
e TR 1 (00 1) - et P O S s SRR [ e e * (il |
Cther Respiratory Diseases ... ... ... P s e R
Ulcer, Stomach or Duodenum ... ... R T SR
LUlther Digestive Ihseases... ... o0 M o0 & Lo 18
Acute and Chronic Nephritis ... ... 2 ... 6 ... 8
Syphlitic Ehseases o o i o = want k ase. &

Diarrhoea {under 2 years of agey ... 1. .... 1 ... 2

Congenital, Debility, Premarure

Birth, Malformation, eic. ... e’ 3 11
Road Trathc Accidents ... ... ... .. 2
TLITEIT P b i e s e (S IR 1 3
(Hher Violence ... ... ... ... 4
AL OERBT CANSAS | el ot 8T e 28 - 28w B

Totals .o o DL 8 2050 386

|



B—GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE AREA.

(1)—Ambulance Facilities :

(a) Infectious cases are removed to the Florence
Nightingale Hospital in ambulances provided by
the Bury and District Joint Hospital Board.

(b) Non-Infectious and Accident Cases :

The Borecugh’s ambulance service was augmented

in February, 1942, by the provision of a new

Ambulance, making twe Ambulances in commission.

The scrvice has greatly benefited thereby.
(2—Nursing in the Home.

General and maternity nursing is carried out by the
nurses of the District Nursing Associat'on.  The warmest
thanks are due to these nurses for their excellent werl.

There are four midwives, including the County Council
Midwife practising in the area.  Their work during the pas
vear has to be commended.

(3)—Maternity and Child Welfare, :

The Child Welfare centre is open at Prostwich on
Thursdays, and at Heaton Park on Mondays, 8.30 a.m. Fd
11 a.m. During the vear there were 6,185 attendances,
weekly average of 119.

Dr. Hutchinson and a Nurse of the County Council
Authority are in att 'ndance at each session, and there is a
voluntary Committee of five ladics—Mrs. Chapman, Mrs.
(iibson, Mrs. Adams, Miss Ballantyne and Mrs. Madeley.

An Anti-Natal Clinic is held at ‘““The Uplands,” White-
field, each Monday from 1-30 to 3.3C p.m.

(4).—Hospital Accommodation.

(a)—Gencral @ Accemmodation is provided by Hospitals

in Manchester, Salford and Bury,



(b}—Maternity : There 15 no Maternity Hospital-in the
district. The Northern and St. Mary’s Hospitals,
Manchester, are available for complicated cases.
The Redchiffe Nursing Home and No. 4, Bucking-
ham Road, local Registered Nursing Homes are
also available.

(c)——Children : The Northern Hospital Manchester, and
the Children’s Hospital, Pendlebury, are available.

(d)—Infectious Idiseases: Cases are treated ar the
Flerence Nightingale Hospital, Bury, which is
maintained by the Bury and District Joint Hospital
Board of which Prestwich is a constituent member.
Structural and establishment expenses of the
Hospital are met by a precept based on the rate-
able value of the district of each constituent member,
Cost of maintenance of patients is divided on a basis
of ‘‘patient days.”

The estumated cost of treatment for the vear ended 30th

September, 1642, was £1,435 13s. 1d.

74 Cases were admitted to the hospital during the year,

(¢)—Tuberculosis : Cases from this district are provided
for by the Lancashire County Council Sanatoria.

S.—Laboratory Facilities :

No change has taken place since my last report and
{acihities are sull available at the Public Health Labora-
tories of Manchoster and Salford.

C—SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES CF THE AREA,

1.~ No important changes have taken place during the vear

with regard to water supplies, sewerage, drainage,
rivers, and streams.
Two samples of water were taken for bacteriological

cxamination and results were satisfactory,
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2.—Closet accommodation at the end of 1942 :
No. 1942 No. 1941

MIAAEDS o eisivens: et e St o A 18
Closets attached to mndd&nb 24 ... 24
Pail CIsets: 5. s 5o Ao el e oah = 130 .. 140
Fresh Water Closetﬁ S S et e (B e IO
. Waste Water Closets ... ... TS 47
Dy AsRpils e o oo el s N 1| P nil.
Moveable: st Bin ... ..o fed cssiunmbrio 10652 ... 10652
Waste Water Closets converted to

Fresh Water Closets ... ... ... ... il 1

3.—Gully Cleaning :

During the year 3,509 premises were visited and 7 208
gullies cleaned by workmen from the Department.
4.—Sanitary Inspection of the Area:

Number of premises visited ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,197
Number of Inspections ... ...’ .. en dienin oon oo 2000
Number of defects or nuisances discovered ... ... 664
Number of defecis or nuisances zbated ... ... =58
Mumber of Drains Tested Water ... ... ... ... ... 4
Number of Drains Tested Smoke ... ...7... ... ... 5%
Number of Drains Tested Colour ... ... ... ... ... . 42
~-Number of Notices served :
(I—Informal Notices ... ... i 0 0 oo i o 467
(2}—Statutory Notices ... ... ... ... A e O 22

(All the Statutory Notlces were H}Iﬂp'l(d unh]
G.—Bug Infestation :
11 Cases were found. § Cases in Council Hou es and
6 in privately owned hcuses.  All but.2 of these cas~s had
been abated by the end of the vear.
7.—Factories Act, 1937 :
Number of Factories on Registers :
(a): Mechzimical  Power . o hevben vt dshs adin o ety
{(b) Without Mechanical Power ... ... .. hilis 2
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38 Inspections of factories were made, 12 defects were
found and all were remedied.

Outworkers :

3 Lists were received involving 48 visits to premises.
I List was sent out.

8.—Procedure under the Shops Acts, 1912-36.

120 Visits were paid to shops to ascertain that the
requirements of the Acts were being observed. In 22 cases
it was found necessary to send warning letters to shop-
keepers regarding infringements.

No Court proceedings were taken against shopkeepers
during the year,

Two Applications together with statutory declaration
forms were received from Jewish Traders for permission
to open their businesses until 2 p.m. on Sundays. Both
applications were granted.

D—HOUSING.

No new houses were erected in Prestwich {Iur'ing 1942 and
none were demolished.

The number of houses owned by the Local Authority
under the 1219-193¢ Acts shows no change, namely 1,092.

The housing conditions in the district may be regarded
as satisfactory. Under present conditions it is difficult to
get repairs carried out to the older houses. At the end of
the yvear there were still 2 houses involving 2 families of 13
persons known to be overcrowded. During the vear 2 cases
of overcrowding were relieved. 1 rehoused by the Council,
the other by marriage.

Duoring the vear 8 dwelling houses were measured for
ascertaining the “permitted number’” and certificates were
ssucd,
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E—INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOGD.
1.—Milk Supply.

There are 120 persons registered under the Milk and
Dairies (Amendment)-Act, 1922 and Milk and Dairies
Order, 1926. This figure comprises 6 cowkeepers, 57 dairy-
men or retail roundsmen; and 57 persons registered for the
sale of bottled milk only.

The cleanliness of premises and methods of distribution
has been generally satistactory considering the restrictions
of war conditions. Inspect'on of farms, dairies and milk
shops is carried out periodically.

Examination of samples :—& samples were taken for
bacteriological examination of which 3 ~ere unsatisfactory.
The farmers concerned were written to and improvement
in cleanliness was noted. 10 Samples were submitted for
the presence of tubercle bacilli, all the results were negat ve.

Milk (Special Designations) Orders, 1636-1940.

The foliowing licences were issued :—

“*Tubercular Tested Miik."

(1) Bottling i et anal e et L

(i) DHSECIDMIROR. v o s bmpiein) s s 2
“*Accredited Milk.”

IR Lo T e e i
R S EEDEION = . s e e e 3
“‘Pasteurised™ Milk.”’

(1) Pasteurising Plants ... .5 o ...%. 1
S EISEEIBUTION 5. 5. ale e e T 1

2.—Meat and other Foods.

There are two licensed private slaughter houses in the
district, also one in connection with the County Mental
Hespital.  Slaughtering at the two private slaughter houses
vwas stopped under the Live Stock (Restriction on Slaughter-
ing) Order, 1940,



6 Slaughtermen’s licences were issued.

The retail meat shops have been regularly visited to
inspect the meat and see that the Public Health (Meat)
Regulations were being observed. Generally conditions have
been satisfactory and no statutory action has been necessary.

There are 18 bakehouses on the register.  Periodical
inspection has been carried out and on occasions it has been

necessary to draw attention to overdue limewashing and
cleanliness.

Other food premises have been inspected regularly and
strict attention has heen paid to cleanliness.
3.—Unft Foodstuffs.

The fellowing amounts of foodstuffs were voluntarily
surrendered to the Department and condemned as unfit for
human consumption.

726 Tins--Tinned Foodstuffs,
143 1bs.— Onions.

160 No.— Legs.

91 lbs.—Butter,

11 Stones— Fish.

24 lhs.—5Sultanas.

4 .—Adulteration, etc., Sampling of Food and Drugs.

The Lancashire County Council administer the above
and 1 am indebted to Mr. ]. C. Almond, County Sanitary
Inspector for the follow ng particulars of samples taken
within this district.

12 samples of milk were taken, one of which was found
1o be deficient of 102, sohds not fait. Court proceedings
were instituted and the vendor convicted and fined with

cosls,
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F—PREVALENCE GF AND CONTRGL OVER
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

e ———

I. During the first six months of the year an epidemic
of measles broke out, it was of a mild type compared with
previous vears and complications were very few.  Children
in the 5 to 10 years group were most affected and numbered
165 cases.  Altogether 403 cases were notified during the
vear, an increase of 202 over 1941,

[iphtheria showed a remarkable drop {rom the previous
vear, only 8 cases being nctified against 23 in 1641, Whether
this is due to immunisation is not vet certain but the fall in
the number of cases points in that direction, particularly as
4 of the reported cases were in the over fifteen age groups.

Scarlet Fever cases notiied showed an increas:, 70
cascs against 28 in 1941, The type was very mild and in
fact great difficulty was tound in notifying many cases owing
too various rashes which in my opinion were duc to food and
which rosembled the true-Scarlet Fever rash.

Cercbro . Spinal cases numbered 8 against 3 in 1941,

There were no deaths,

No cases of Small-pox, Ophthalmia, Neonatorum or

I'oliomyelitis were notified during the vear.
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2.-—Diphtheéria Immunisation.

During the year 312 pre-school children and 240 school
children were immunised.

Sessions are bheld at the Public Health Department as
often as required. I have been greatly assisted in the work
by the valuable help of Nurse Wellard, kindly lent by the
Lancashire County Council.

The method I have carried out from the beginning was
o separate the children into two classes, viz., namely :—

(1)—Those that had no Whooping Cough «r Diphtheria
since birth.

(2)—-Those that had no Diphtheria but had had Whooping
Cough.

In the hrst class I immunised against Whooping Cough
and Diphtheria by giving one injection of a combined serum
cach month for 3 months, that is one injection per month.

In the second class one injection of D'phtheria Serum
:ach month for 3 months that is cone injection per month.

Since January, 1641, when the scheme was commenced
I have immunised to the end of December, 1642, 2,168 child-
ren, of which 1,176 were school age, and am glad to report
there were no sericus after effects from the injections.
3.—Diphtheria Antitoxin.

190.000- Units werce issued to Medical Practit oners free
of charge for the treatment of local residents. ;

4. Pathological and Bacterivlogical Examinations.

Number of specimens examined in 1642 by the Public

16



Health Laboratories of Manchester and Salford were as
follows :—

Diphtheria—Throat or Nose Swabs e e 08

Virulence Tests ... ... ... i O e O
Tuberculosis—Sputum 11
Other—Widal Tests, etc. —

5.—Action taken with regard to (a) Contacts, (b) Return
Cases, (c) Carrier Cases.

(a) Contacts excluded from school and in a few cases from
work :—

No. of contacts traced :—

Scarlet Fever ... ... ... 58 School ... 195 others.
Diphtheria ... ... ... ... 7 School ... 10 others.
(b) Nil.
(c) Nil.

ti.—Public Healith (Small Pox Prevention) Regulations, 1917,

No vaccinations were performed by me during the vear.
7.—Disinfection. |

Infected premises are fumigated with formaldehvde
vapour, and the walls sprayed with formalin when necessary.

Bedding and clothing is removed and disinfected in the
steam disinfector provided by the Council.

Number of disinfections carried out :—

| T B R S ek g el SR ST S S s 167
Articles, Bedding and Clothing... ... ... ... ... 1506
Public Library Books ... S 172
Articles, Bedding and Clething destroved . .. 57

Disinfection is carred out by workmen attach:d 1o the

Health Department.

During holiday penods during the vear the schools in
the district are disinfected with formaldehyde vapour and
the drain guilics and grids cleansed and disinfected with
Chloride of L'me.

17



S.—Tuberculosis.

New Cases and Mortality during 1942,

Age New Cases Deaths
Pericuds Pulmonary Non- Pulmonary  Non-
Years Pulmonary Pulmonary
M F M F M F M F
0— 1 ... — = = — _— —= = —
1— 5 .. —  — 1 - - — 1 —
5—10 .. e — — = —
10—15 .. — - = —- —_ - - —
15—20 ... ... 1 2 — - 1 1 — —
20—25 ... ... 2 2 e —_— == ——
25--35 3 2 - 2 2 — |
3545 .. ... 4 - 1 — - -
45—5% ... ... 3 — — ~— 2 1 — -
55—65 1 3 - - 2 X — -
g% and over.." 1. — — — 2 1. — 1
15 9 1 2 10 6 1 £
24 3 16 3
“Totals 27 19

[ am pleased to report a reduction of 4 in the numb v

of new cases of tuberculosis notified over the previous vear,
the figures heing 27 in 1642 and 31 in 1941,
The number of deaths from Pulmonarv Tuberculosis

was 16 against I8 in 1841 and
affections 3 against 2 in 1941,

The rates are as follows ;-

from

other tubercular

Per 10,000 of Population

Pulmonary Tuberculosis ...

Cther Taberculos DDisease

18

0.48
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The notification of tuberculosis in the district is efficient
and no action has been necessary in respect of non.
notification.

No action has been necessary during the year under the
Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1625
(relating to persons suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis
cmployed in the milk trade) or under Section 172 of the
Public Health 1936 (relating to the compulsory removal to
hospital of persons suffering from tuberculosis).

0. — Scabies.

During the vear 32 cases were reported to the Health
Department.  Compulsory notification is not in force in this
area. and the notifications received, with one or two excep-
tions, were from the Medical Officer of Health for Manches-
ter in respect of persons attending the Manchester and
salford Hospital for Skin Diseases.

On receipt of a notification the house is visited by the
Sanitary Inspector further details obtained and arrangements
made for steam disinfection of bedding and clothing at the
termination of infection.

No facilities exist in the area for the treatment ol
scabies, but all persons affected are either directed to hospital
or advised on treatment necessary and methods to adopt by
their own medical adv'sers.  This has proved very satisfac.
tory in the elimination of the trouble.  The treatment by
application of Benzyl Benzoate and Dbathing the body s

proving very efficacious,












