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Pressall Urban District Council.
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Annual Report for the year
ending December 31st, 1920.

(GENTLEMEN,

[ beg to present to you my First Annual Report. The
importance of your work becomes vear by year manifest and
although in Country Districts the importance of Sanitary Work
may not appear so important as in the towns, yet the latter have

to look to the country for their real v.'ﬂrkers, strength of con-
stitution and stamina.

The Country Districts year by year now show that they
are the recruiting ground for the towns, and this in recent times
has become more manifest.

Your work then must be of an important character, your

efforts are directed to protect the child from its early birth to
youth, manhood and old-age.

The whole of vour work is directed to this end by pro-
viding pure air, pure water, wholesome food and healthy
environment It seems to me quite possible that science is so
advancing that it may eventually prove that all real disease is
preventable and acquired, and man and woman ought not to
die except by natural process of wear and tear which is known
as the senile state, senility being a natural cause of death.

Your work then has a noble end, the prevention of disease,
with all its subsequent troubles, pain, suffering, poverty and

death. Lack of health leads to lack of thought, often leading
to intemperance and immorality.

Your work thenisdirected toacquire goodand efficient water
to those places which have not the advantage of it, fresh air,
light, good and clean food, and the great problem is to acquire
such in quantity with the least possible expenditure. Scientific
progress demands this, and legislation has placed you in
authority to carry such out, you are the machinery to this end.

To create a strong man or woman you must grow the
healthy child, by education, fresh air, good wholesome waler
and.clean clothing, then there is a definite power at work to
grow a healthy and strong nation.



Area, 3,232 Statute Acres.
Population in 1911, 1718,
Estimated Population, 1541.

Birth Rate.
36 births were registered during the year.

MaLEs.—Legitimate 17.
Illegitimate, 2.

FEMALES,—Legitimate, 12.
[llegitimate, Nil.

Death Rate.

13 Deaths were notified during the year, giving a death
rate of 8°1.

Deaths from all Causes Male. Female.,

Bronchitis . i s I
Diphtheria and Croup...... 0
Organic Heart Disease...... o
P e IO AR s b 2
Cirrhosis of Liver ............ I
Congenital Debility,........ o
SIICIAB . & on it . bk T
Other defined diseases ...... 2

-

G\']DOH'DGIJH”

Death of Infants under one
year of age (illegitimate)...............

Rl

TotaL

Table showing Deaths from all causes
at various ages:

] year or | 1-2 2.5 5-15 ] 95.45 | 45-65 and | Total at all
under. years. | years. | years. years. | upwards. | ages. |
|

i |
L A | Nil Nil. 2 3 | 7 185 el

—




Table showing rates per 1,000 of population—with
increase or decrease on previous vears.

| Epidemic | Phthisis |Rate of Deaths |

: ‘ . - tllllblh ate o eallie
Birth Rate |Death Rate| Plcemic | ~hthisis | s voar
Death i{atci!)e:llh Ix'.'lll.'.: to 1000 births.

1920. 1G°3 81 0’62 Nil. g6

1919 18'0 12°9g Nil, 064 68

Mean of ro vear . | ;
1910-1g1Q. o T I S R SR B 75

Increase or
decrease in 1920 | .
onpreviousyear., +13 | —4'8 |+062 |—064 +28

Ten years’
average. +2'0 | —3'3 [4+015 |—046 +21

1 1

Infectious Diseases.

1g cases have been notified during the year. Diphtheria
was the chief trouble; there being only 1 death which was
complicated to lung, heart and kidney.

The source of infection was traced to a farm in Pilling
Lane, and the disease was pretty well under control and further
infection and mortality was prevented by free use of disinfectants
and Anti-diphthentic Toxin.

There has not been any case of Small Pox notified, but
many exemptions to vaccination have been given on con-
scientious grounds, it is fortunate for the district that it has
been free from the infection.

1. Tuberculosis Pulmonary ...... 2
2 Bearlet v Eever i odasinii o 2
B DIpItHenisl.; s urpuissssantarnsnenss T
4. Mumps .......o PR T 2
5. Measles .coviressnesiimesssrssersnsnns 2



Drainage.

The sewerage of the District is conveyed into cesspools
and tanks, and also into dykes, and ultimately empty themselves
into the Lune and Wyre.  The majority of sewage is conveyed
into two large septic tanks, one for Preesall Village, and the
other for Knott End, situated at Townloot, Preesall, and Mr.
Heald'’s farm respectively.

CesspooLs.— T here are several of these in the district,
and are not by any means a success, they have to be emptied
periodically and are liable to leak, for my own part [ should
like to see them obsolete in this district for they are generally
condemned by sanitarians.

Sepric Tanks.—'There are several of these in the District ;
in fact, all the modern houses have their sewage conveyed into
them, firstly because they are permanent, secondly because they
deal with the sewage more effectively, thirdly because the
tank seldom requires cleaning out.

The sludge which collects is largely composed of mineral
matter, as a result of fermentation a thick scum forms on the
top of the sewage, varying from 2 to 12 inches in thickness.

I would strongly recommend the Sanitary Committee to
have as many houses as possible use this method of dealing with
sewage as it is undoubtedly the best in the absence of a District
Sewage Scheme.

Water.

The majority of the District is supplied with fresh water
by the Fylde Water Board, and a few farms have wells, but the
latter are becoming extinct, one well I condemned as absolutely
unfit for drinking water.

Nuisances.

This has been in the nature of offensive smells emanating
from the Fish Meal Works at Fleetwood, however, improvement
has taken place, thanks to the Medical Officer of Fleetwood.

Elementary Schools.

The sanitary conditions are quite good, there being
ample floor space, ventilation, and light.

Each school should have water closets, which I expect
will be put in sometime by the Lancashire Education Com-
mittee, as the present system is not by any means sanitary, the
present closets should be emptied at night and not in the day.



Maternity and Child Welfare.

[t has often heen suggested by past Medical Officers that
a nurse should be provided to advise the parents of children
how to feed, nurse, and deal with children in a case of sickness
and how to prevent them becoming sick, it has up to now
received litile or no attention, and I would urgently recommend
the Councillors to consider the provision of a child welfare
nurse.

Health visiting is done from Fleetwood by arrangement
with the Fleetwood Urban District Council.

Housing of Working Classes.

This is becoming year by year more difficult in vour
District.

Many cottages are more or less overcrowded, some old

and becoming run out, and vet little prospect of building new
ones.

Reform is therefore slow and difficult and the removal
of old cottage dwellings [ fear rather increases the difficulties
of such a District as yours by affording less dwelling accommo-
dation therefore those cottages which shou!d be condemned are
to remain on account of the slow progress in building. The
capitalist is not disposed to invest in cottage property.

There 1s no doubt that chere is a general demand for
cottages throughout your District and under such circumstances
and where private enterprise fails two courses are open to you :

1. Insist as far as possible to put the present dwellings
in a good sanitary state, both as to the dwelling
and it surroundings.

2. To build houses as quickly as possible and let at
a rental low enough as would appeal to the
present salary of the working man,

I commend this subject to your careful thought and

consideration as one materially affecting the present and future
condition of your District.

_ There are too many married sons and daughters living
with their parents in the District because they cannot get houses ;
a condition of affairs which is lamentable in the extreme,

I am,

Gentlemen,

Yours faithfully,
S. A. NIELD-FAULKNER.
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