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6 Report of the Medical Officer of Health.

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit for your consideration my
Annual Report for 1897, comprising statistical returns of
Deaths and Infectious Disease in the Borough, the measures
adopted for the prevention of disease, and an account ot the
work done by the Health Department.

During the year progress has been effected, especially in
regard to house drainage and slum property, also considerable
activity has been exercised in the inspection of food for human
consumption. There is still, however, room for improvement
in the sanitary condition of the Borough, especially would I
direct your attention to three subjects which I regard of the
greatest urgency, viz :—

Refuse disposal,
Building Bye-Laws, and the
Infectious Diseases Hospital at Milton.

I desire to express my thanks for the courtesy and
kindness I have at all times received from the Members of the
Sanitary Committee ; also my appreciation of the eflicient
manner in which their duties have been performed by the
Sanitary Statt.

[ have the honour to be, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

A. MEARNS FRASER, M.B., D.P.H.

Medical Officer of Health.
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Statistics.

AR

POPULATION.—The Population of the Borough in
the middle of 1897, estimated by the Registrar General on the
assumption that the increase from 1891 to 1897 has been in the
same rate as between the years 1881 and 1891, was 182,585, if,
however, the population is estimated on the number of occupred
houses, allowing 54 persons to each house, the population
would be 784,642, It is probable, judging from the large
number of new houses that have recently been built, that the

latter estimation 1s the more correct of the two.

The density of the population i1s 407 persons to the acre,

an increase of 4'5 persons per acre since 1891.

The population of the various sub-districts were as
follows :(—Portsmouth, 6,839 ; Portsea, 14,989 ; Kingston,

70,279 ; Landport, 72,978 ; Southsea, 17,500.

[ am indebted to Mr. Baxter, Assistant Overseer to the

Parish of Portsea, for the following particulars :

Total number of Assessments in Borough at 'Xmas 1897 37,136
Land, Stores, &c. 1,600
Number of Dwelling Houses 35,476
Voids at Xmas 1,283

Occupied Houses 34,193
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BIRTHS.—4,807 Births were registered during the
year, giving a birth rate of 268 per 1,000 population. This is
the lowest birth rate I can find recorded in Portsmouth, and
during the last twenty years it has gradually fallen from 35 in
1878 to 26°8 this year, that means that if our birth rate were
the same as in 1878 there would have been 6,245 births
registered, or an addition of 1,348, The average birth rate of

the 33 large towns of England was 30-7.

The illegitimate births numbered 180, or 3:7 per cent. of
the total number registered ; the mean percentage of illegiti-

mate births for the last ten years is 3-1.

The births were registered in the four quarters as follows:

Legitimate Illegitimate
M ¥ M
First quarter ending March 27th — 598 61g — 14 42
Second ,, ., June 26th — 548 3582 - 18 27
Third - ,»  September 25th— 3585 503 —- 16 23
Fourth ,» January 1st, — 630 562 - 24 26
2361 2356 72 108
! Sy
4717 150
In the various sub-districts :
Portsmouth — 108 equal to a birth-rate of 1471 per 1000
Portsca — 318 31 o o 21'10
*Kingston — 2250 i . i 20067 v
Landport — 2048 " " " 26063,
Southsea — 173 i 5 i 14

*Fiftv-six of the births registered in the Kingston

sub-district occurred in the Portsea Island Union.
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MARRIAGES.—1,589 marriages took place during 15897,
being an increase of 8 on the previous year, and gives
a marriage rate of 17-40 against that of 1790 for 1896.

Marriages occurred in the four quarters as follows :

First quarter — 2g1 Third quarter = . 455

Second ,, —- 401 Fourth , — 442

DEATHS.—2,974 deaths were registered during the

vear ; this is 56 lower than in the previous year, and gives

a death-rate of 16-57. This is the lowest death-rate I can find
recorded in Portsmouth but for the solitary exception cf 1894,

when it reached the very low figure of 15°16. The average
death-rate for the 33 large towns of England 1s 20°65, and
ranges from 13:62 in Croydon, to 26:8% in Salford. In the

table prepared by the Registrar General, giving the death-rates

of the 33 large towns, Portsmouth comes third on the list,

P being preceded only by Croyvdon and Brighton, with death-rates

respectively of 1362 and 15-23.

THE DEATH-RATES for the four quarters of 1897

were as follows :

B

First quarter e 17°00 per 1000
Second |, — 1450 3
Third —_ 18:g1

Fourth |, — 1450 o

The increase in the death-rate during the third quarter

':

was due to summer Infantile diarrhoea.
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ZYMOTIC DEATH-RATE.—The Zymotic Death-rate
—i.e., deaths from Smallpox, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria,
Whooping Cough, Fever, and Diarrhcea—of the 33 large towns
of England is 2'87 compared with 2'53 for Portsmouth, and
varies from 1'36 at Swansea, to 563 at Preston. The death-
rates from Fever and Diarrhcea in Portsmouth are above the
average of the 33 large towns, but are lower in all the other

Zymotic diseases.

j

|
n-; oo
ﬁ%
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TABLE 1I.

Table, showing the Population, Marriages, Inhabited Houses, Births and Deaths,

for the year 1897, and the ten preceding years.

GRO23 NUMBERS.

Bt ] o of ;R o il Correct No. of Deaths.
. Lstimated | + 5 3 g egistered IR
E \Population hl.-}::f::izd Psitiae Births | Total all | Under Under
! Ages 1 Year b Years
- | | | : |
| — | ISR g — : I
1897 | 182,585 | 34,193 1,682 4,897 2,974 819 1,129
1806 | 178,612 33,477 1,581 5,006 3,030 785 | 1,156
1595 174,751 32,968 1,432 4 868 3,129 5o [ 1,169
1894 | 170,973 31377 1,462 4,708 2093 i1l ' 967
1893 i 167,285 30,4984 1,459 4,708 3,058 63 1,171
1892 | 163,667 30,305 1.464 4,563 3,026 719 1,068
15391 : 160,128 29.544 1,429 4,803 3.053 665 1,143
1890 | 156,667 28 875 1,318 | 4881 [ 2847 | (iT B U441
1889 | 153,279 28,2006 1460 | 49432 | 2565 BT 1,000
| 18388 149,966 27,539 1,358 | 4,976 2614 (71 HE
1887 | 146,724 26,873 1395 | 5004 | 2681 | 725 1,053
FERCACRIR) NNt S ! = |
Average ' , |
ten years, 162,205 30,015 14356 | 4,846 2,859 | 14 1,069
| 1887-96 | !
NOTES.
1.—Population at Census, 1891 .., 159,255
2.—Area in Aecres 4,456
3.—Average number of persons in each house at Census ... o4
4.—Average number of persons per acre at Census 30h

L
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TABEBLE 11.

Table, showing the Annnal Birth Rate, Rate of Mortality, and Death Rates

among Children for the year 1897 and 10 Years preceding.

| Annual
Annnal Rate of Deaths of | Percentage | Deaths of
Birth Rate Rate of Mortality Children | of Deaths of |  Children
- per 1000 Mortality per 1000 under 1 year | Children |under 5 years
s of the per 100 | living from = Percentage under 1 year| Percentage
Population. | living from | 7 prineipal of Total to Registered of Total
all causes. Ziymotic Deaths. Births. Deaths.
i Diseases. |
|

1597 26-82 1628 2:b3 275 167 370
1896 258-03 16-96 2-27 259 156 381
1555 27-84 17-90 2-31 273 176 375
1894 27-54 1516 2-07 235 12-9 373
1893 2814 18-28 a9 249 164 383
1892 27-88 15-49 1-89 2004 155 Sg
1591 29-90 1906 249 21°7 138 | 474
1890 3015 1816 169 22°5 135 | 327
18R 31-25 16-71 195 271 14-1 40°3
1585 aa 18 1743 1-35 250 154 375
1887 34-10 1827 224 270 14-3 39-2

Average of|
10 years 29-80 17-64 213 246 147 373
1587-1896
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TABLE III.

af the Medical Officer of Health.

I3

Showing the Population, Birth Rates, Recorded Death Rates, Corrected Death Rates, Zymotie
Rates and Deaths under 1 Year to 1,000 Births in the 33 large Towns for the Year 1897.

——— | — — ———— | p— ——— ——— —

Small Pox

0-00
000

‘ PER 1,000
| LIVING.
NAME OF Estimated
B Population 3 -
YW NS middleof | 2 m= 7=
TOWNS, 1897 é ’?'::1 :é'"-"'
| | £ 85|53
I| | | & |22
I
33 Towns 10,922,524 30°7 1910 20-65, 0-00
"r’“{gnm-mm .......... 121171 250 1307 1362
BIGHTON .eevevnrs [ 121.401 | 247 | 1506 15-23
PORTSMOUTH 182,585 269 16 211657
ARDIFE . oveeeeennes 1700658 31°1 1494 16°6G7
WesT HaM......... 273 GR2 | 32:2 | 1566 16-8Y
BWANSEA vvvieneenes 100,309 29:4 | 15682 17-28
DERTY ..ovusinniinss 103,291 | 27-1 | 16:03| 17-G5
UBRISTOL ...veveeeees 939 o2 | 2781 1720 17-97
NorwWICH | 110.154 | 30:5 1877 1798
HarLirax 05747 | 220 16-48 18-3H
(Vg | (1 | G 97 658 285 19-04| 18°51
HuppERSFIELD 101 454 0 234 16-40 1907
RICESTER 203,599 306 17-66) 1917
Loxpox 4.463.169 50:0 | 1819 1938
' tHuLn 995 (45 334 | 18-56/ 1950
G ATESHEAD 4 101,070 358 1828 1%63
BRADFORD ....v.... 941,260 246 | 1745 1997
BIRKEXHEAD 111,249 | 31-6 | 18:26| 20:07
OTTINGHAM g2 034 | 28-0 | 18:T8 20019
BUNDERLAND ... 142,107 | 34-6 | 19:T0 20:67
| INEWCASTLE ........ 217,560 | 31-3 | 19048 20073
[BracgpURN . 131.330 | 277 | 19:50 21-90
BIDHAM ...ioensee L 145845 | 2601 [ 1918 21-97
BEDS .oviiiiosss . 400,472 316 1988 :ﬂ“'lj.‘-}i
BURNLEY.... : 106122 | 298 1901 20-41
WoLVERIAMPTON 87.287 | 351 2205 2!-5'”?:
BUEFFIELD ...co..] 351,848 | 344 | 21-20 2304
BreMixosmam K05, 772 | 33:3 | 21-H9) 2386
BOLTON ..ovus e 1‘31,433 226 ‘?] 07| 24849
.ncnuu ; S 534,200 | 332 2810 26:17
Liverroon 13,078 | 36-3124-37 2676
PRESTOX ....0uos .! 115,103 | 31-0 | 24-36] 2678
ALFORD ... I 213,190 | 35-1 | 23-91] 26-88
. | |

ZYMOTIC

Measles
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a| = |
1-24 ) 2-87 | 177
070 | 1-43| 135
091 | 164 | 144
154 253 168
(0-50 | 2:19 | 151
108 | 261 |17
(21 | 1-36 | 140
1-10| 192 | 168
065 | 1-83 | 149
1:27 | 221 | 194
821 1-39 | 140
(BT | 2417 | 185
085 1:50) 131
1°76 | 318 | 205
0892 2581159
oean i 2n 181
107 | 283|172
1-44 | 2:22 | 179
0981 245|164
1466 | 281 | 206
20| 2:56 | 1656
100 2409 | 178
1-831 | 3:45 | 206
1:05 | 261 | 183
1:57 | 2:80| 190
1:25 | 3-98 | 22()
2:10 § 422 12017
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1-06 | 3:81 | 195
193 | 383 | 200)
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SUMMARY OF TABLE IV,

| N . .
Db az e NUMBER OF
SLARS DsEASES. DEATHE.
L. ZymoTic DISEASER—

1. Miasmatic Diseases 193
2. Diarrhceal Diseases R0
3. Malarial Diseases —
4. Zoogenous Diseases “=
5. Venereal Diseases 26
. Septic Diseazes 16
1L ParasiTic DISEASES 1
1L DiEric DISEASER 14
1V. CoNsTITUTIONAL DISEASES 450
Y. DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES S

VI. Liocarn IMspases- - |
1. Diseases of the Nervous System 322
2. = Organs of Special Sense ... 2
3. i Circulatory System 279
4. i Respiratory System 477
5, i Digestive System e 196
i, i Liymphatic System 1
i o Gland-like Organs of Uncertain Use 1
8. s Urinary System... 1001

17 i Reprodoctive System—

() Organs of Generution 1
(h) Parturition ... i .
10, 5 Bones and Joints e T
11. v Integnmentary System ... 1

VIIL. VIOLENCE—
1. Accident or Negligence .. S 67
2. Homicide -
3. Suicide ... 17

YIII. TL-DEFINED AND NoT Sreciriep Cauvses .. 133
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TABLE

IX.

Tables showing the Numbers and Death Rates per 1000 of Population from the
Seven Principal Zymotic Discases, from Lung Diszeases (excluding Phthisis),

from Phthisis, and from all causes, during each Quarter of the Year

1897, and for the whole Year 1897.

Quarter ending Marceh 27
Quarter ending Jane 26

Quarter ending Sept. 25

Quarter ending January 1 ...

THE YEAR 1897 ..

The Seven
Prineipal
Ziymotic
IMzeases.

Num- Hate

ber. | Per
| EALRTIG
TN 1-31

il 1-32

312 | 683

S0 G

Lung
Diseases
“ix“h!d."'g
Phihisis).

Phthisis,

From all
Canszes.

Num- | Rate Num-
ber, per ber.

1O}
158 | J-46 04
125 | 273 i
48 100 h2

Rate | jyum- | Rate

per her. per

W0oo | o | 1000
| | — = - o

1-18 719 | 1706

151 GG | 14-549

1-14 863 | 1890

1-58 (G5

14:59

460 © 2-532 245

134 |

|
! 2974 | 16-2 8

= _.'_*,'..'
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TABLE X.

Shewing the Death Rates per 10,000 persons living, from the Seven Zymotic Diseases

for each

of the three decennial periods: 1851-1860, 1861-1870, and 1871-1880,

and for the three quinguennial periods : 1881-1885, 1886-1890, 1891-1895,

and for the yvears 1896 and 1897.

| ‘ !
| i
40 i ¥l = HHL Hi) , -
1851 | 1861 | 1871 | 1881 ‘ 1886 | 1891 | v | oo
Diseases o 0 ¥ = 50 - 1896 | 1807
ETEH LT 1RG0 1870 1880 1585 L EHI] 1895 s :
| ; | e e e .
Deaths from all Canses...] 228 | 2119 195-5 194-9 | 565 17757 169462 | 162-8
| Ao
Zymotic Diseases 490 | 436 372 20-4 25069 2371 2287 | 2535
small Pox 4+ 24 o0 (RRICH] 007 (IEIY
Measles 4-1 4+ 40 he2i) 364 i 705 | 191
|
Searlet Fever 58 85 | b 1:46 1-20 {95 1:04; (NEHI
Diphtheria | B 15 1-0) (38 2500 -5y 1-12 1-20
[ | .
W hooping Congh 48 | 36 #1 | 318 | 42 312 | 385 | 356
Fever e 155 a8 74 ) 4005 9-23 1-51 241
| |
Diarrhoea and - 131 | 131 101 | T4 958 891 878 | 1566
Cholera o S -4 (-2 | .
l::a_}||:¢t1m|;|tinu s ‘ 251 ‘ 20D 215 21110 19:-35 ! 154D 1554 13-41
|
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TABLE XI.

Showing the number of Deaths from all ages from certain groups of diseases, and

proportions of deaths of 1000 of Population and to 1000 deaths from all causes,

Infants under one year of age from other groups of diseases, and proportions to

1000 Births, and to 1000 Deaths from all causes under one year.

DIVISION 1.

Deaths per 1000 | Proportion of

Diseases, Total Deaths. | of Population at Deaths to
all ages. 1000 Deaths
L....Principal Zymotic Diseases ... 463 2563 155
2....Pulmonary Ihseases (exclud-
ing Consumption) 4610 2-35 154
3....Principal Tubercular Diseases 284 1-5t 95

DIVISION 1II.

|
Deaths per 10000 | Deaths per 1000
Infants under 1 year Total Deaths i Births | of Total Deaths
under 1 vear

4.... Wasting Diseases 213 435 0
JuDonvalsive Diseases 123 | 251 150
NOTES,

(1) Includes Small Pox, Measles, Searlet Fever, Diphtheria, Whooping Cough, Typhoid

or Enteric Fever, Continued Fever, and Diarrhoea.

(3) Includes Phthisis (or Consumption), Serofula, Tuberenlosis, Rickets, and Tabes

Mesenterien.
(4) Includes Marasmus, Atrophy, Want of Breast Milk, and Premature Birth.

{(5)  Inecludes Hydrocephalus, Infantile Meningitis, Convalsions and Teething.
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TABLE XIII.

Table showing the Death Rates per 1,000 Inhabitants from the chief Zymotic
Diseases, Consumption and Diseazes of the Lungs, in the Sub-Districts, and in the
whole Borough, Deaths from Zymotic Dizeases, occurring in Public Institutions, are
entered in the Districts from which the patients who died were removed. Deaths from
the other diseases oceurring in Pulilic Institutions, are distributed to the varions Sob-
Dhistricts in accordance with the population for the year 1897, and also the means of
the ten years 1887-1896 for the whole Borough.

| Ports-| Port- | King- | Land-{South- Whole Means

DISEASES \mouth sea | ston | port | sea |Boro. of 10

| . | yenrs

Lo — | PR

Small Pox (O
Measles v | 020] 052 | 015 | 018 | ... | 019 | 045
Searlet Fever | o | 006 | 008 | 00D | ... 06 | 009
Diphtheria | 013 | 015 n-lui 005 | 012 | 018
Whooping Cough ... | 087 | 053 042 | (024 ‘ 011 | 035 | 032
Fever ! S L LU ‘ 011 | 024 | 023
Diarrhoea s | 023 | 086 196 | 168 ‘ O-11 | 1-66G | 054
Principal Zymotic Diseases e | 145 | 2:10 | 3:16 | 2:42 : 0-38 | 2:53 | 211
Consumption | a1 | 195 | 1:68 | 1:16 [ 045 | 1-31 EI 1-71
Other Tubercular Diseases 019 | 0:22 | 026 | 005 | (21 I 0-52
Lung Diseazes ... | 204 | 158 | 295 | 941 | 142 | 2:60 | 32
FROM ALL CAUSES ver | 1328 | 11'852 ||‘.I'l'ri 14:53 | 10-62 | 162 | 1764
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SMALL POX.—No case of small pox occurred during
the year.

SCARLET FEVER.—Six hundred and ninety-nine cases
of scarlet fever were notified during the vear, of which, 11, or
157 per cent., proved fatal; out of the 699, 413, or 39 per cent.,
were admitted to the Milton Hospital, of which, 9, or 217,
proved fatal. Table XXI. shows the number of cases in each
district.

In 124 cases, or 17-7T4 per cent., sanitary defects were
found upon the premises where scarlet fever occurred.

TABLE XY.

Table showing the number of eases of Scarlet Fever notified, the number of deaths,
and the percentage of deaths to eases notified for the years 1884-1897.

Percentage of
Year, Clases notified. No. of Deaths. doaths to
notified eases,

154 2 9 e
1 =555 J14 ] 1-54
| Eatall 345 15 2
| 5T G477 90 402
| =5 J65 1 2-hH
15854 T28 11 15l
1550 Y ] 19 il
1551 326 ) 2-Th
| SL)e 1023 14 1-76
1593 1176 a2 L 1
158k 458 14 3-06
1855 a1 i 2-25
1553 2y 19 ahid
18497 UG 11 1-57

Totals (14 years) TRAT 210 | 267
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Table showing the number of cases of Scarlet Fever admiited to the Milton Hospital
the number of deaths, and the percentage of deaths to number of
cases of Searlet Fever admitted for the years 1884-1597.

Percentage of
Year. Cases admitted. No. of Deaths. deaths to
cases admitted,
1584 13
1885 16
188065 24
1887 o 1 1578
|Bhn | 120 1 -88
1HEG | 278 [ 1 34
1890 5 384 . 11 2815
1291 180 by 1636
] 2oy haz [ 1:10)
134935 a03 i 119
15494 245 = 236
1595 177 2 1-13
15946 352 11 31D
1897 413 0 217
|
Totals (14 years) 320 ] 1-79

DIPHTHERIA.—One hundred and forty-six cases of
diphtheria were notified during the year, being 22 more than
in 1806, 22 of the cases proved fatal, giving a percentage of
deaths to cases notified of 15:0.  Of the 146 cases, 37 only, or
253 per cent., were removed to Hospital, out of which, only 3
were fatal. Here I would point out the great service rendered
by the diphtheria antitoxin; I am convinced that had it not
been for this, the number of deaths from diphtheria would have
been much higher. Antitoxin is given to any medical prac-
titioner on application, and during the latter part of the year, a
number of cases were examined by me bacteriologically for
various practitioners in the town.  Samitary defects were found
in 36, or 247 per cent. of the premises where diphtheria
occurred,
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TABLE XYI.

Table showing the nnmber of cases of Diphtheria notified, the number of Deaths
and the percentage of Deaths to eases notified for the Years 1854 to 1897,

| Percentage of
Year | Cases notified | No. of Deaths Deaths to eased
notified

1854 174 41 2544
1885 173 44 yLE R
1856 L (1) 2672
1887 260 47 1908
158K 128 17 1328
1R 126 a3 26-19
11400 213 47 232:G9
1591 140 23 16G-42
1592 121 26 21-48
15453 141 iy 2148
15404 139 3 24-dn
18405 124 18 14:51
15496 124 20 16-12
18497 146 s 15:07F
bl 2939 464 20,72

for the yvears 1584 to 1897.

Table showing thie number of cases of Diphtheria admitted to the Milton Hospital
the number of Deaths, and the percentage of Deaths to cases of Diphtheria admitted

i Percentage of
Year Cases admitted | No. of Deaths | Deaths of cases
' admitted
1884 4 1 20
188H i S FRA
18803 11 1 G0
1 8KT 27 ' 8 23-70
1888 23 , L -
15489 18 i i
1500 4 18 212
18491 | 4 7-84
[ st 29 i Dekaiid
|t B 12 4 SJa58
15594 a5 B 2105
1895 46 5 1087
155 41 1 9-80)
| B a7 3 #11
[ |_ =
HI '.;ttlflh 4005 2 1531
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ENTERIC OR TYPHOID FEVER.—The number of
cases of enteric fever reported was 320, or nearly 100 more
than in the previous vear. Out of this number, 42, or 13-08,
proved fatal ; 102 cases were removed to Milton Hospital, of
these, 11, or 10-78, were fatal.

Of the 320 cases, 280, or 87 per cent., occurred in
Landport and Kingston, 9 in Southsea, 24 in Portsea, and 7 in
Portsmouth. The attack rate per 1,000 population in the
various districts was as follows:—

Portsmouth Portsea Kingston Landport Southsea

1°0) 16 24 14 05

On the premises where typhoid occurred, sanitary
defects were found in 108, or 336 per cent.

In investigating the causation of this disease, it is becom-
ing more and more certain that pollution of the soil surrounding
houses is an important factor. During the past year, a number
of experiments have been made, showing that the typhoid
bacillus may exist for months in a favourable, z.e. a polluted,
soil ; this being the case, it is very necessary that the soil
surrounding houses should be protected from pollution by
impervious pavement. In an old town like Portsmouth the
whole surrounding soil has been for ages polluted by refuse of
every description, and with the increase in size of the town,
houses are gradually being erected on this polluted soil. In
order that these houses should be healthy, it is essential that
the ground air from this soil should be prevented from gaining
access to the houses by having a layer of concrete and cement
laid over the whole foundation. Our Building Bye-laws of 1869,
however, make no provision for this; consequently it is
practically never done,
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TABLE XVII.

Table showing the number of cases of Typhoid Fever notified, the number of
Deaths, and the percentage of Deaths to cases notified, for the years 1884 to 1897,

Percentage of
Year | Cases notified | No. of Deaths Deaths to
i . eases notified
I ! |
1884 530 | 5% 10.76
1885 762 08 11:48
1586 1249 124 [ LR
1887 nhd 5 .52
1885 2313 27 #6100
1889 17 32 10,01
1890 457 il 10,94
1891 2id 33 12.40
1892 330 38 11.51
1893 a6l o | 14.96
1594 201 ! 25 12.44
1895 258 a3 12.74
12896 235 29 11.49
1897 320 | 42 13.08
Totals 14 Years G1GT G7Y 11.02

Table showing the number of cases of Typhoid Fever admitted to the Milton
Hospital, the number of Deaths, and the percentage of Deaths to cases of Typhoid
Fever admitted for the years 1884 to 1897,

I | Percentage of
Year | Cases admitted | No. of Deaths Dieaths to
eases admitied
' |

18584 o i - —

1885 . t = s

1886 | iy ‘ 4 . (G

1887 a7 1 270

1588 35 —_ -

1589 48 i 12.50

15490 114 j 4.88

12391 il 4 7.5

18492 81 [ H T.41

1893 | 04 [ 3 3.19

1594 o3 [ 3 b.85

18495 83 4 4 5

1896 23 [} 7.23

1897 | 102 11 10.78
Totals 14 Years! 855 | b 6.20

| |
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MEASLES—During this year the town has been com-
paratively free from this disease, and only 35 deaths were
registered from it, as compared with 126 in the previous year.

WHOOPING COUGH—During this year 65 deaths
were caused by Whooping Cough, an increase of five on the
previous yvear. Sanitary defects were found in 10 instances, or
1538 per cent. of the houses in which the disease was known
to exist.

INFLUENZA—The deaths from this disease are still
slightly decreasing, and only 16 deaths were registered from it,
as against 19 in 1896, 93 in 1893, 37 in 1894, 53 in 1893, and
165 in 1892,

PUERPERAL FEVER—Nineteen cases of this disease
were reported, of which 9 proved fatal. The usual steps were
taken for disinfection of nurse or midwife 1n each case.

In 4 instances, or 35 per cent., sanitary defects were
found on the premises in which Puerperal Fever occurred.

COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS

DISEASE—Under the Portsmouth Corporation Act, 1250 cases
of Infectious Disease have been reported, against 958 in the
previous year. As a result of notification we have been
enabled to disinfect 1,074 infected rooms, and supply dis-
infectants to householders where necessary. 357 letters have
been sent to the Clerk to the School Board, the principals of
various schools, and Superintendents of Sunday Schools
advising the exclusion of children from various infected houses.
265 letters have been sent to Public Libraries.
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DIARRH@EA —During the past year a very heavy mor-
tality occurred from Diarrhoea.  Altogether 286 deaths were
registered from this cause, out of these 260 occurred among
children under 5 years of age, of which 221 were under 1 year.
Out of the children who died under 1 year of age 196, or 88
per cent. were artificially fed. The incidence of deaths, as will
be seen by referring to Table XVIII. was greatest during the last
two weeks in July, the month of August, and the first fortmght
of September, 247 occurring during that period. The majority
of these deaths may safely be attributed to the following causes:
imjudicious feeding, want of cleanliness, adulteration of milk,
neglect to scald the milk and feeding bottle each time before
use, soil pollution under and around houses, and the presence
of the tubercle bacillus in milk. If the milk and feeding bottle
were thoroughly scalded each time, immediately before use,
this terrible summer diarrheea would be prevented. During
the hot summer weather when the 4it. earth thermometer
reaches about 60 degrees IFahrenheit, germ life becomes most
active, milk forms the best substance for germs of any descrip-
tion to grow in, and after it has been standing for a little time,
ecach drop contains millions of bacilli of various kinds, es-
pecially that known as the bacillus coli communis ; these act
as irritants to the intestinal canal of children, which 1s not
strongly enough developed to fight against them, and the result
1s a rapidly fatal diarrhcea. [If, however, the milk were raised
to boiling point before use, these germs would be destroyed,
and, as I have said, this tremendous mortality from summer
diarrhcea would probably be abolished.

Sanitary defects were found in 68, or 25-67 of the houses
where cases of fatal diarrhoea occurred.
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TABLE XVWVIII.

37

Showing the relation of Temperature and fatal cases of Diarrheea.

Week ending.

1897.

e

June, Hth ...
12ch ...

11

19th ...

Hth ...

J :;i_v,

Srd ...

= 10Eh ...
. 1ith ...
24th ...

a1st

Tth ...

Aung.,
o - 1dth ..
w  2lst
W 28th

Sept., 4th

Sl T

= 156k

- 2oth
Oct., Znd

: 9th ...
o 168h ...

Temperature of Temperature of
Air. Earth Thermometer| Total
Rainfall ]-':.E“t'h ad
: roum
' s L Diarrhoeal
Mean of | Mean of | | & 4T inches
Maximum| Minimum Ll i
G nl-g T ) b2 077 3
G4 63:-3 28 Bbi 1-45H —_
655 S G4-1 a4 0422 2
207 abed fid1) o) &b 1
T4 hT-h (i HEe 017 1
670 43 647 B8 (IR b
Th1 R G G- — 2
21 BT (ETR 611 15l 19
1246 b L 1% (il 44
745 586 | 6907 G2 031 16
701 a4 | G690 620 037 40
Hrge b7 . 643 H-6 072 11
i1 o2l | 651 b2-0 1-5%5 26
154 hahh | 6109 61t 163 20
625 Tl | BE-64 Hill 64 {150 10k
ERIE a0 | 589 897 IR 4
6326 09 a7l e 178 o
4-2 D2h b H8h 461 1
Hi-8 452 | bd2 51 == 1
593 4807 | b5 565 (0-185 I
|
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TABLE XIX.

Cases of Infectious Diseases coming to the knowledge of the

during the year 1897,

Report of the Medical Officer of Health.

Portsmouth Urban

Sanitary Aunthority,

-'“*-!--:-. = :‘-’: 'E'tﬁ‘:-* éf!?s.
CI L i o o e R T
[ Tam ] T [ o= Ll ] i T} [ Vo A | 14 ] =
i _| — l L= = L = L= :Cﬁ'
SMALL POX B = |
Portsmouth g T (P |2 e (el e
i‘ﬂrtﬁu“ LR LR | LR | 4 - - - [ | - - L
Kinl{{btnll R LR T | 4 * & = o sus | ~
Landport 5 [ ] e ; [ '
Sounthsea = S ! |
— I__.. P __I pa—th e, | ——
TUt:lI - - LR - - LR - LR
e S
SCARLET FEVER | |
Portsmouth YR RO I O vas | wsar | ww | s i | o8
Pﬂrt'ﬁea' aEa maa ? | :'.f:'.? 'I' e i aw | suw sEw | wa I s :{'1
Kingston oik 4 [ BT (197 29 T EREA R - e | 8322
Landport S (I A L T (R R T o [ 1 = .= | 810
Sonthaen 1 1 | 15{ O 2 1 2 I e 28
Total o | 6172/432) 68 | 18| 6 5| 2. || o | 699
DIPHTHERTA ' | !
Portsmouth ey 1 1 2 | m] I I : 2
Portsea el ) [ T B HEe) [ O N T U
Kingston v fae | BOF BB LAL ¢ 3| B | cie Joes s | o |1 G
Landport Fo o ) e e R R [ e e | 65
Sonbhsea s 1] 1 L 1| e o b
Total : 2(80/74(26| 9| 6 | | 1| T
R e —tt—] | |
ENTERIC FEVER ! i ! i
Portsmounth s s 1 a o 1| ' [ el
Portsea s | aa 1| 15 41 1 3 : e Jeaie) [ 24
Kingston wis | T30 | 7|31 32| 6| 3 1 | 174
Landport euir | wea WGBS BL 1R & B i e ol e TN
Sotithses - P 5 9 ; 9
Total wo| 7Tla7l145|60 |35 |20 10| 4| 2 e | 320
CONTINUED FEVER !
Portsmouth 0 (| (R (e & (- X
Portzea T (5 x Bl 1 | s - 5]
Kingston . 10| 6| | 3| 2 e 3l
Landport - 5110] 4| 2 12 ' 22
Southsea o 3 3 1o H
|| SR (| | | R | e ) L |
Total ‘ o (1025 (13| 8| 3 B S ) (34
PUERPERAL FEVER !
Portsmouth | | 1 el o s sl 2}
[}{}IIL:‘U'{L LR R ] | %8 LR R (RN} 1 aew Tam RN : e " - ! E *
Kingston veo [owe uan e | 2] 3] 1| 1. T
Landport S L (O i B B

Houthsea

Total

e __;____ e e
LER ] # & T H ] :} ‘dj * ! LR} : LER ]Ej
| |
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TABLE XX.

WEEKLY RETURN of Cases of Infections Diseases reported in accordance with
the Portsmouth Corporation Act, 1883, during the year 1897,

i i | Fevers, . |
y ot | Tyt : uer-
Weok ending | Small | Jearleb | Diph- | o oric.| Con= | peral | Total.
tinued. | Fever.
1897 | !

January 9th| ... 15 #2010 2 | 3 B 20)
: 16th| ... T 3 To = 2 17
23rd ... 13 ] B e < 14
i 30th| ... 9 Jees 1 war

February iith G 15 2 3 e 1 24
i 13th| ... 14 3 1 1 1 20)
i 20th| ... 9 3 2 1 15
i 27th 13 3 2 o e 15

March iith i 7 .| 1 2 1 o 5
a 13th| ... T 1 2 1 12
. 20tk e 8 | 5 3 12
% 2Tth e | 4 el 10

April 3ed| ... 10 3 | 1 14
. 10tk 14 et | 3 1 . | 18
i 17th 10 | S | 4 1 sl 15
= 24th| ... 7 il v 1 13

May Isti ... 12 2 ) 1 20
) TR TR 2 [ [ 13
ik 15th 13 3 wes 2 | e 18
et 22nd{ ... 9 3 1 13
20th| ... 18 1 5 2 ) 2%

June 1111 20 2 5 R | B 27
12¢h ... [4 5 RS N 20
S 19¢h E 9 | b 1 1 20
Ey 26th| ... 11 2 | b e e )

July drd 13 i [ o 15
= 10th, ... 18 b 8 31
2 17th| ... 14 | 4 12 1 s a1
i 24th| ... 12 8 | 14 1 1 36
3lst] ... 15 A | 2 29

August ithf ... 17 4 | 9 2 32
5 14th ... g o o - 8 30
. T - 18 4 T [ . 31
: 98th| ... T S R R (R 32

September 4th g | L: | 20 | 7 41
T 11th 15 2 [ 12 1 1 . a1
2 18th| ... 19 | 3 11 1 3
o 2hth Eia 17 i 18 1 1 42

{detober Pl i [ 1) [ | 13 H . 38
o fich | 17 i | | | 1 1 a5

16th| ... 17 4 | 19 5 I 16
23ed| ... 14 § 4 7 1 = 25
i doch [ 1% (1] 14 o 2 410)

November Gthf ... | 1 8 9 ses sus | T
: 156h) ... | 13 i 7 2 | 24
goth| ... | 23 1 5 592
27th| ... | 24 3 4 1 32

December 4th s 11 i ‘ T T 1 a5
11th| ... 2] 3 4 2 1 31
o 18thi e 17 [} | 3 4 i 18
i 25t ... 7 3 | 2 = 12

January 15t 17 4 | 3 1 B 25

Torars “'l o (1] 148 d2 Gih 149 1250
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Shewing the number of Infectious Diseases reported to the Medical Officer of

Report of the Medical OQfficer of Health.

TABLE XXI.

Health under the Portsmouth Corporation Act.

Fevers |
5 4 q [ Puer- |
. | Small | Scarlet | Diph- T
Year | Pox Fever | theria o IHEI_'R'IL | Totals
Enterie ol EREE
tinuad
| i
1885 8 314 173 762 2 1250
15886 7 3 232 1249 14 1845
1887 23 G47 | 260 554 11 1495
1888 3 465 128 313 = 11 | 920
1
1889 6 T28 126 | 317 s 6 1183
1890 o 878 | 212 | 187 195 4 | 1371
1891 g 350 138 | 265 52 15 {20
1842 = 1023 | 121 | 330 76 | 2 1552
18493 [ 1153 135 BT 0t L 1754
1804 | 922 458 1530 201 1 | 9 878
1895 e 311 124 | 258 ) 15 770
| 1
1896 6 524 124 235 | 18 | 958
| i | . Ry
Totals 81 (880 1912 | 5307 | 484 | 132 | 14805
|
Means (7 BTl 1593 4422 444 11 12333
| | |
1897 G99 148 | 320 64 19 i 1250

——
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MILTON HOSPITAL FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASES
—This institution has again been largely used during the past
year. Altogether 628 patients have been treated in the differ-
ent wards, the largest number being cases of scarlet fever; on
referring to Table XXIII the number of cases of each disease
will be seen. During the year I have made repeated en-
deavours to prevent overcrowding of the wards, it is absolutely
essential to the well-being of patients in a fever hospital that
they should have plenty of air space. Unfortunately our accom-
modation 1s so small that it 1s often impossible to allow the
proper amount of air space to each bed. At the present time
we have accommodation for not more than 55 cases of scarlet
fever, 12 cases of typhoid, and 12 cases of diphtheria. By
serious overcrowding, and to the detriment of the patients, we
could doubtless get another 30 patients or so into the wards.
This accommodation is quite inadequate to the needs of the
Borough, and as I pointed out in my last Annual Report, we
should have wards capable of accommodating at the very least
another 40 patients. I would also again point out the necessity
for having three or four rooms built which could be used for
‘““observation wards,” 7.e., wards in which a patient who 1s sus-
pected to be suffering from an infectious disease, but who does
not exhibit symptoms definite enough to justify his being put
into a fever ward, might be detained for a few days until the
disease has thoroughly declared itself.

[ wish to express my appreciation of the kindness and
attention of the Matron and nurses to the patients, also to
acknowledge my indebtedness to Dr. James McGregor for his
assistance willingly rendered on numerous occasions,

The Thresh steam disinfector has again proved very
useful during the year, 5,833 articles having been disinfected
by it. The working of the machine is simple, economical, and
the results satisfactory.
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TABLE XXIII.

Cases under treatment at the Milton Hospital during the year 1897,

AGES
DISREASES ] . . | | Total
| 01 § 15 -15 | 15-25 | 25-35 | 35-45 | 45-55 | 55-G0
| | |
H"“.lt PUK R L r LR Eaa (RN | LR | waw | L] LR
Hearlet Faver | 119 G Ho 1id 5 g 468
1
S |
Typhoid Fever | 14 43 19 17 83 | & 1 | 102
Diphtheria AU N O ( ! 1 (AR (R
Meansles i 1 | 3 I 1 1 G
ruerperal Bever: ool sl ] aes | s 1 1 2
Continued Fever ...| ... @ a | @ s s 7
Chicken Pox o 1 fane | P e e | 1
Influenz S | B W ner R | e IR |
|
T o B R a
| PR T
ToTars 1 143 356 | 79 | 30 | 10 A 1 G2
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TABLE XXIV.
Number of Patients admitted to the Hospital for the Years
1883 to 1897,

| | ‘ -;
5 = o g = o =1 = — =] o =H W e =
DISEASES 22|22 2|2 2N2 2|2 8|3
i | 3

SR |
| I [ I

Small Pox T g ‘ | 6|22 6|
Scarlet Fever | 1|13 |16 | 29 | 56 [120 {278 384 (180 |532 !50.'] 238 (177 |352 | 413

i . | '
Entericor Typhoid | ... | 2| 6 |66 | 37 | 35 | 48 |114 | 51 | 81 | 4 | b3 | 83 | T6 | 102
Dhiphtheria ... ... 4| 6]11|27|23|18 |69 |52 ! 27 | 12 | 38| 46 | B8 | A%

| | !
Measles 1 2 L 11 4| 8| 5| 1| 22| | 6|22]15] 10 6
Other Diseases ...| ... | .o | - 1 ‘ g1 81 T 18] 2| =) 902 I 17 | ‘11
= Bt R TR B P
Total 7|22 | 87 125 [147 194 [363 576 |32‘.-] Iti-lf: 626 382 1346 499 | H69
I i
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WATER SUPPLY.—The following is a summary of the
Analvtical Results of the water supplied by the Borough of

Portsmouth Water Works Company :—

. L
Grains per | = Parts per | —_
- 4 ™
. Gallon | @ | Million | %
Date | g R
when | Where taken from = ol 218 ul 4 i E 15 5 = Remarks,
- a o H =
taken =2 2 2 & = |2 & 5
o T = =l = E |I= = =]
ad Wi _— f— - = = | =" 17 |
28 = =2 _ =8 g i S S
| SESIRSER AT R = -
1=0F |

—_
-
=
0
-

Feb. 5 Corporation Yard | 22 | 12 023 5 00002 004 J Colour, bluish - green ;
' . faintly clondy; well
; | mrated
| .
Mar. 4 Dao. .| 22 | 05 Q80 |16 | O-DOL) 003 (.. A good deal more clondy
‘ ' than usnal ;  slight
deposit of sand

Apr. 15 Do, o) 24 | 15 426 |16-5 0003 008 e Rather cloudy, yellow-
- ' ' ish ting
May 17 Do. ..1208) 16 0-21816:0 ﬂl}ﬂil [ 717 (NS Bright, well wrated, very
, : - slightly clouded colour
I |
July 17 Town Hall .+|250 15 015 1650 .. 0-04 wa | Do, Da.
; |
Aung. 16 I}o. o242 1-4 0418 [ 10-5 0-001] 003 Nil | it

30| Iro. ..|22-8l 15 020 (155 .. 006 | Nil | Blightly yellowish;
, rather more clowdy
than unsual

Oct. 15 Dao. L. 2490 09 016|155 .. | 0082 Nil Well wmrated ;  faint
| bluish - green  ting ;
| clear

23 o, alEdG 108 025 15'5: < -0z Wil Faint bluish tint ; good

lustre ; clear

Mov. 3 T, .o 2406 0-B5 020 |15 .. i Hil Clear, well mrated ; faint
| luish tint
! I, .| 240085 017 | 158 .. o0 Nil Clear, well mrated ;
| bluish tint
. 23 Do. ..l239/ 10 028 (160, .. | 002 | Nil Da. Do.
Dec, B Do. .. 286090 025 | L"J‘Hl =7 002 Nil Faint bluish tint ; clear

and sparkling

it
i

14 Do, ..123:6 000, 016|155 .. | 0072 Nil Faint clondiness ; spark-
| ling and well srated

oo bluish-grey tint

i
aq Do. . log-4| 0850 030 158 .. 3 Mil Very faint cloudiness :
I




46 Report of the Medical Officer of Health.

HOUSES UNFIT FOR HABITATION.—Thirty-seven
houses have been certified to be unfit for human habitation,
and these premises have, upon such certificates, been declared

unfit by the Sanitary Authority.

PREMISES CONDEMNED IN 1897.

Situation of Premises. Date.
No. 4, Crown Street, Portsmouth .++| March 15th, 1897
, 1 & 3, Highbury Street, Portsmouth I i
» 1, Mary Street, Fratton oo April 20th
s 1,2 3 4 5, 6 & 7, Alfred Buildings ) e
w 16 & 18, Marylebone Street 5
» 14, Taylor's Court sl June Toths o
» 1 & 2, Waterman's Alley saal oy AR
o 9 White's Row oo July  20th |,
o T;.‘ Highbhury Street ... R
w 1, 9& 11, West Street . . 20th .
T l’dmr:lm, Street o alths
o } Hobb's Court 0 oodl A - R
» 1 & 8, King's Bench A]lu,, R e
e JI "mutlmmptcm Row .. ...| Sept. 2lst
- 30 & 52, Hertford Street Al TR L O
, a1, 53 & 55, Albion Street o] Nor ko =
y 239 & 341, Somers Road T
., 43, 45 & 47, Arnaud Street S
., 42 Hawke Street e Dee, 21sk
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PROSECUTIONS.—Twenty-two prosecutions have been
instituted under the Public Health Act, and evidence given by
me where necessary. The following is the result of the

prosecutions :—

Initials. | Charge. Result of Prosecution.
TE. ‘ Non-compliance with Order to abate nuisanece in 14 days, and fined
Nuisance Notice. 12, and 8s. costs,
+.H. Do, Withdrawn on costs (8s.) being paid, work
‘ being dome.
E.M. Do Order to abate nuisance in 14 days, and fined
1s. and 15s. Gd. costs.
P.R. Do, (2 cases) Withdrawn, work done.
AHB. | Do, Ovder to abate nuisance in 14 days, and fined
1=, and 14, Gid, costs,
G.8. Dao. Order to abate nuisance in 14 days, and fined
1s. and Bz, costs.
E.M. Do, (2 cases) Order to abate nuisance in 14 days, and fined
158, including costs (in each case).
B.J Do. (2 cases) Order to abate nuisance in 14 days, and fined
15, and 16s. 6d. costs (in each case).
C.W.P. Do, (2 cases) Order to abate nuisance in 14 days, and fined
, £1 ineluding costs (in each case).
AH. Do. | Order to abate nuisance in 14 days, and fined
' 135, including costs.
C.T. Do. ' Order to abate nuizance in 14 days, and fined
198, melnding costs,
EH. | Do | Order to abate nuisance in 14 days, and fined
10z, including costs.
YR | Do, Order to abate nuizance in 14 days, and fined
i 155, including costs.
GH | Do. Order to abate nuisance in 14 days, and fined
£1 illtlllltliltg coshs,
o8, | Do. Withdrawn, work done.
J.8. Do. Order to abate nuisance in 21 days, and fined
£1 including costs.
W.H.M. Do, Order to abate nuisance in 14 days, and fined
£1 including eosts.
J.H. T, Order to abate nuisance in 14 days, and fined
1 illu|l.ll_|ilig cosls,
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SLAUGHTER HOUSES—There are at present 111
permanent and 3 yearly licenses granted for slaughter houses
in the Borough. As much supervision as possible has been
exercised to enforce their cleanliness and the inspection of the
meat therein, but it must be confessed that the inspection is
most i1nadequate, nor can it be much improved under the
existing circumstances. The only method by which the
slaughtering and inspection of animals for food can be
efficiently supervised is by the erection of a public slaughter
house and the abolition of all existing private slaughter houses.
Up to the present the enormous cost of closing and giving
compensation for 111 private slaughter houses has prevented
the establishment of an abattoir in this town. Early this year
(1898), however, the Royal Commissioners on the Prevention
of Tuberculosis issued their report in which they made the
following recommendations -—

“1. We recommend that in all towns and municipal
boroughs in England and Wales, and in Ireland,
powers be conferred on the authorities similar to those
conferred on Scottish corporations and municipalities
by the Burgh Police (Scotland) Act, 1892, viz :—

(a) When the local authority in any town or urban
district in England and Wales and Ireland have
provided a public slaughter house, power be
conferred on them to declare that no other place
within the town or borough shall be used for
slaughtering, except that a period of three years be
allowed to the owners of existing registered private
slaughter houses to apply their premises to other
purposes. The term of three years to date, in
those places where adequate public slaughter
houses already exist, from the public announcement
by the local authority that the use of such public
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slaughter houses is obligatory, or, in those places
where public slaughter houses have not been
erected, from the public annoucement by the local
authority that tenders for their erection have been
accepted.

(b) That local authorities be empowered to require
all meat slaughtered clsewhere than in a public
slaughter-house, and brought into the district for
sale, to be taken to a place or places where such
meat may be inspected ; and that local authorities
be empowered to make a charge to cover the
reasonable expenses attendant on such inspection.

(¢) That when a public slaughter house has been
established, inspectors shall be engaged to inspect
all animals immediately after slaughter, and stamp
the joints of all carcases passed as sound.”

Should Parliament therefore act on these recommenda-
tions and give the requisite powers to local authorities, it will
be seen that the present obstacles in the way of an abattoir will
be done away with, and doubtless the Sanitary Authority will
then exert its powers and replace the various old-fashioned and
insanitary private slaughter houses by a modern, up-to-date,
sanitary abattoir.

INSPECTION OF WORKSHOPS has been systemati-
cally carried out by Inspector Benjamin.

COWSHEDS, DAIRIES, AND MILKSHOPS. There
are 225 milkshops, cowsheds and dairies in the Borough, of
which 48 are cowsheds. These have been inspected regularly
and active steps have been taken for the improvement of some
of the sheds. Unless cows are kept in healthy sheds the milk
they vield will not be wholesome. The commonest disease
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from which milch cows suffer is Tuberculosis, in advanced
cases of which Tubercle Bacilli may be found in the milk,
and in fact have been found in Liverpool in 30 per cent. of
the milks examined. The effect on children of drinking
such milk is Diarrhcea, Tubercular bowels, Scrofula, &c. For
the protection of milk supplies the Royal Commissioners on
the Prevention of Tuberculosis, make, amongst others, the
following recommendations:—

“That in future no cowshed, byre, or shippon, other than those
already registered, shall be permitted or registered, in
urban districts within 100 feet of any dwelling house,
and that the discontinuance of any one already existing
shall be ordered on the certificate, either of the Medical
Officer of Health that it 1s injurious to the health of
human beings residing near it, or of the veterinary in-
spector that it is not a place wherein cows ought to be
kept for the purpose of milk supply, and that it is in-
capable of being made so.

That the conditions of the attached cowsheds that shall warrant
the registering of a dairy in a populous place, whether
technically urban or rural, in the future shall include the
following :—

1. An impervious floor.
2. A sufficient water supply for flushing.
3. Proper drainage.

4. A depdOt for the manure at a sufficient distance from
the byres.

5. A minimum cubic contents as regards such districts
of from 600 to 800 feet for each adult beast varving
according to the average weight of the animals,




Report of the Medical Officer of Health. 51

6. A minimum floor space of 50 feet to each adult beast.

7. Sufhlicient light and ventilation.

While we have prescribed a minimum cubic contents and floor
space without mentioning definite dimensions affecting
ventilation and lighting, we are distinctly of opinion that
these are by far the most important, and that require-
ments as to cubic and floor space are mainly of value as
tending to facilitate adequate movement of air.

Existing cowsheds should be obliged to conform to the pre-
scribed regulations within a period of twelve months
from the time of the regulations coming into force.

We recommend that where cows housed in one district supply
milk to another district, the local authority of the district
in which the cows are housed shall be bound, when
required, to supply to the local authority of the district
in which the milk is sold or consumed full information
and veterinary reports regarding the condition of the
cows, byres, &c., whence the milk is drawn. Where
the local authority of one district are dissatisfied with
the reports so obtained, they may apply to the Local
Government Doard, with a view to an independent in-
spection and report being made.”

There is also a recommendation for the provision of
Tuberculin gratuitously, to enable stock owners to test their
cattle for tuberculosis. All these recommendations are well
worth attending to, and it is to be hoped that Parliament will
act upon them at an early date. At the present time, the steps
taken for safe-guarding our milk supplies are not sufficient, and
when one calls to mind the large number of outbreaks of
disease that are caused by milk, and the fact that milk alone is
the chief food of children and invalids, it is at once apparent
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that no means should be neglected to preserve it as free
as possible from contamination.

HOUSE REFUSE DISPOSAL.—In my last annual
report, I expressed a hope—which had frequently been ex-
pressed by my predecessor in this ofhce—that a more scientific
method of refuse disposal might be adopted than “ dumping
down.”  This hope is still without realization, and apparently
any prospect of realization. The only argument that can be
urged in favour of the existing arrangement is, perhaps, its
antiquity. The present primitive system has been in operation
in Portsmouth from the earliest times, and as far back as 1694
we read in the Portsmouth Records that—

“ April, 1694,

“We p'sent Mr. John Blakeley and Mr. Mayor that
““they and each of them doe remove the several heaps of
“rubbige before the Swan, and the Orange tree att or before
““the 5th day of June next ensueing on paine for each of them

e lose.v e 0 "

So that for the last 200 years, refuse has been got rid
of by depositing in the necighbourhood of houses; during
that time it has been apparently the source of recurring
nuisance. Now-a-days, however, we do not fine the Mayor.

Year by year the town is increasing in size, and year by
year the amount of refuse is increasing, and the nuisance of the
rubbish heaps getting more and more intolerable.  If we are
to maintain our very high place amongst health resorts, these
rubbish heaps, which offend against all the canons of sanitation,
must be abolished, and it scems to me that the most satisfactory
method of dealing with the refuse is by means of a destructor.

The destroying of refuse in a destructor will naturally be
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rather more expensive than the present system, but it has been
shown by Mr. Murch, the Borough Engineer, in his special
report on the matter, issued in June of last year, that half the
refuse of the town can be dealt with in a destructor at Eastney
at an inclusive cost of £807 8s. 0d. per annum.  This amount,
however, is small in comparison with the nuisance and
annoyance caused to the unfortunate people who reside in the
neighbourhood of the rubbish heaps. This matter of refuse
disposal is one which, 1 respectfully submit, calls for immediate
and serious attention.

HOUSE DRAINAGE AND THE BUILDING BYE-
LAWS.—In March I presented to you a special report calling
attention to the unsatisfactory state of affairs as regards house
drainage. [ pointed out that although the Health Department
was responsible for the drainage and sanitary arrangements of
every inhabited house, yet a new house was erected, the
drainage completed, and all the sanitary fittings and arrange-
ments made without the Health Department being consulted
in any way. Directly however this new house was inhabited,
the whole onus and responsibility for its being in a sanitary
state was immediately transferred to the Health Department.
Acting on my suggestions you decided that in future the drains
and sanitary fittings of new houses should, before occupation,
be tested by that department which was responsible for them
when the house became inhabited, i.e., the Health Department,
and for this work Inspector Turner was appointed. Now for
this new method of procedure to be efficient, it was necessary
to prevent any new house being occupied until it was certified
by the Health Department to be fit for occupation, to effect
which, recourse was had to Sec. 24 of the Portsmouth Corp.
Act, 1883, which enacts that—*“No new house shall be occupied
until certified by the Medical Officer of Health and Borough
Engineer to be in every respect fit for occupation.” Jt was
soon found, however, that it was impracticable to issue such
a certificate, for the Borough Engineer refused, and rightly
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refused, to certify that any house built under our existing
bye-laws was necessarily fit for occupation. And thus, owing to
our defective building bye-laws, the good results expected to
ensue from your labours at the beginning of the year, in regard
to the improvement of house drainage, have practically become
null and void. Surely it 1s impossible to adduce stronger evidence
for the necessity of new building bye-laws than this—that
a house can be bwlt in strict accordance with the Borough of
Portsmouth Building Bye-laws and yet be actually unfit to
live in! It 1s sincerely to be hoped that the end of 1898 may
see such a discreditable state of affairs remedied, and the
present obsolete and inefficient Building Bye-laws of 1869
replaced by ones more modern, that will at least guarantee to
us the primary essentials of a healthy home.

SYSTEMATIC INSPECTION OF THE BOROUGH—
This has been energetically carried out by your Inspectors,
and particulars of the various nuisances attended to will be
found in the Chief Inspector's report. Particular attention is
being paid to house drainage ; every house where a case of
infectious disease occurs is thoroughly examined and notices
served for any defects that are found. All repairs to house
drainage are now tested by water where possible. The
ventilation of house drains has also received special
attention ; I still receive a number of complaints with regard
to the smells from the road sewer ventilators, I think it very
probable that typhoid fever is olten caused among children by
playing about in the road ncar these. When complaint has
been made, where possible a ventilating shaft has been
substituted for the road wventilator, and the latter closed.
Unfortunately the shafts are rather unsightly, and owners of
property object to having them erected against their houses.
It would be doubtless advantageous to erect more ornate shafts,
with weather vane on top, or to in some way disguise their ap-
pearance, so that their real character is not so ostentatiously
apparent.
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[nspection of “slum” property has been very vigorously
prosecuted, and a marked improvement may be noticed in
their condition. On page 46 will be found particulars as to
the number of houses which have been closed as unfit for
human habitation, i addition to which a number of letters
have been written to owners of property, warning them that
unless their houses were at once thoroughly cleansed and
repaired, they would be reported to the Authority with a
recommendation for their closure as unfit for human habitation.
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Port Sanitary Eluthovity.

GEN'I'LHMHN,

During the year, 8,537 vessels have arrived at this port;
they have been boarded and inspected by Mr. Meades, the
Port Sanitary Inspector, and some of the vessels have been

seen by me.

6,225 arrived from the Solent; 1,922 British vessels

coastwise ; 390 British vessels from foreign ports.

The nationalities of the foreign vessels entering the port

were as follows:—

French 15 Dutch 7
German 12 Swedish 11
Norwegian ... 54 American 1
Russian 6 Belgian 1
Danish 13

No case of infectious disease occurred on board anv of
these ships.
I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
A. MEARNS FRASER,

Medical Officer of Health to the Port Sanitary Authority.
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To Cleanse

To Repair
"
"
»n
»

TMuisances

FOR THE YEAR 18g%.

NOTICES SERVED.

Cesspits

Drains

Cellars
Slaughterhouses
Dwellinghouses

Yards, Stables, Sties, &c.

Courts

Water Closets
Bakehouses

Urinal

Rain Water Tank
Spouting

L)

Common Lodging Houses

Workshops
Laundries

Manure

Animals

Refuse

Rags, Bones and Fat
Stagnant Water
Carcase of Dog
Offal

Water Closet Fittings
Water Closets
Drains

Cesspools

Rain Water Spouts
Cellar Covering

17
308
3

19
213
67
18
92
59

|

1

3

3
G4
11

-

)
L0
71
6
§
1
9

—
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To Repair  Dwellinghouses - - 104
e Soil Pipes - - 6
e Urinals - - 4
5 Sanitary Defects in Dwellinghouses - 1915
- . b Workshops - 67
. i " Cowsheds - 7
To Construct Water Closets - - 7
i Ash Pits - - 2
- Urinal - - 1
To Provide Spouting - - 15
= New Water Closet Pans - 6
i Smoke Consuming Apparatus - 51
To Ventilate Workshops - - 3
" Drains - - a1
To Raise or Repair Ventilating Shafts - 47
To Lay on Water to Water Closet - - 1
To Lay on Water for Domestic Use - - 5
To Connect Premises with Main Sewer - 5
To Repave Yards, Stables, Sties, &c. - 384
To Disconnect Rain Water Pipes from Drain - 2
To Drain Stables - - - 8
To Drain Manure Pit - - - 1
To Discontinue Overcrowding in Dwellinghouses - 24
e " Workshops - ol
To Comply with Slaughterhouse Bye-laws - 19
- ,  INuisance £ . 25

- , Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops
Regulations - - i
To Ventilate Basements of Houses - 2
To Comply with Common Lodging House Bye-laws 3
Total 4460

NUISANCES REMOVED.

Cesspits . - Cleansed - 25
Drains - - i - 388

Cellars . - . G

r
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Slaughterhouses - Cleansed - 20
Dwellinghouses - 2 - 212
Yards, Stables, Sties, &c. - i - 70
Water Closets - - it 71
Bakehouses - - 2 - 35
Rain Water Tank - o - 1
Courts - - i - 53
Spouting - - = - 12
Workshops - - . - 58
Laundries - - : - 8
Common Lodging Houses - o - 4
Manure - - Removed - 62
Animals - - o - 11
Carcase of Dog - - I - 1
Refuse - - " - 76
Soil Pipes - - ,, - 5
Rags, Bones and Fat - ; - D
Stagnant Water - B - 6
Oftal = 5 . - 1
Water Closet Fittings - Repaired - (]
Water Closets - - - - (
Drains - - 3 - 606
Rain Water Spouts - 5 - 111
Cellar Covering - = - 1
Dwellinghouses - = - 125
Soil Pipes - - i - 8
Cesspool - : i - 1
Urinals - . - E 9
Sanitary Defects in Dwellinghouses - 1849

. e Workshops - - 62

. 3 Dairies, Cowsheds, &c. - 4
Water Closets - - Constructed - 5
Ash Pit - - T - 1
Spouting - .- Provided - 15
New Water Closet Pans - i - 10
Smoke Nuisances - Abated - 4
Drains - - Ventilated - 154
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Work-shops - Ventilated - 1
Ventilating Shafts Repaired or Raised - 42
Water laid on to Water Closets - - 1
b for Domestic Use - - §
Premises connected with Main Sewer - 5
Basement of House Concreted - - 1
Yards, Stables, Sties, &c., Repaved - - 452
Rain Water Pipes Disconnected from Drains - 2
Stables Drained - - - 2
Overcrowding in Dwellinghouses Discontinued - 29
o Workshops 3 - A7
Slaughterhouse Bye-laws Complied with 11
Nuisance " = 19
Common Lodging Houses * o 3
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops i 5
Waste Pipes Disconnected from Soil Pipes - 3
Basements of Houses Ventilated - - 2
Total 4789

The following Articles of Food have been either seized
by the Inspector, or given up by the owners for the purpose of
destruction, as unfit for the Food of Man, viz.:—

Carcases of Beef - - - 4

i Sheep - - - D

" Pigs - - - 11
Pieces of Beef - - - lbs. 326
Colonial Beef - - - qr. 1
Pieces of Pork - - - cwts. 42
Chitterlings - - - cwt, 1
Pork Chimes - - - R |
Wild Rabbits - - - a0
Bloaters - - Boxes 163
Kippers - - = T
Mackerel - - - 61

17

Deo. = - - Barrel 1




Haddock
Do.
Herrings
Soles
Do.
Hake
Whitebait
Mixed Fish
Do.
Crabs
Plaice
Shrimps
Smelts
Whiting
Do.
Do.
Mullet
Gurnet
Dog Fish
Cockles
Winkles
Apples
Oranges
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INSPECTION.

63

Boxes 191
- Barrel 1

: Boxes of 500, 5

- Boxes 4
- Barrel 1
= 12
- Box 1
Boxes 20)
Kit 1
Barrel 1
Stone 11
Box 1
Boxes 12
Stone 70
Box 1
Barrels 3
Boxes 2
Barrels 3
Boxes 15
- DBags 4
Gallons 24
- Barrels 7
- Box 1

[

During the year, 4,460 Notices were served to abate
Nuisances, and 4,789 Nuisances were removed.

7,565 Dwellinghouses were inspected.

4,517 Slaughterhouse visits have been made.

1,722 visits have been made to the various Dairies, Cow-

sheds, and Milkshops.

879 visits have been made to the Common Lodging

Houses.
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1,826 visits have been made to the different Bakehouses.

4,573 visits were made by the Workshop and Shop
Hours Inspector to the various Workshops in the district.

947 Complaints have been made at the Ofhce, and
received attention.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

During the year, 1,821 cases of Infectious and Zymotic
Diseases were visited and investigated.

1,074 Rooms were disinfected by the Disinfector.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

Under the provisions of these Acts, your Inspectors have
obtained 193 samples of Food, Drink and Drugs, and submitted
them to the Public Analyst for analysis.

DRAINAGE.

During the year, 4,910 suspected drains of old houses
were tested, and 2,149, or 45:76 per cent. were found to be
defective.

This branch of our work has occupied considerable time,
as in the majority of cases the drains, after repair, have been
made to stand the “ water test.” I am glad to be able to say
that property owners generally are becoming aware of the
necessity of having watertight drains; and when defects have
been found to exist in the drainage of their houses, are anxious
to have the work carnied out in a more proper and thorough
manner than hitherto.

GIPSY ENCAMPMENTS.

In consequence of the many complaints received from
Eastney and the neighbourhood, of the nuisances from the
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Gipsy Encampments, the Authority allowed me to be appointed
honorary agent for the lands on which the gipsies settled, with
a view of removing them from the lands.

Since my appointment, I have removed them by per-
suasion on sixteen occasions, and only in four instances have I
been compelled to use force, and draw their vans from the
ground. I beg to tender my thanks to the Chief Constable
and to Superintendent Prickett for their assistance in the
matter in allowing police to be present on the occasions when
it became necessary for me to use force to evict them from the
lands.

I also ordered the removal of a band of Greek refugees,
who settled on land off Albert Road, and who were in a filthy
condition,.

PROSECUTIONS AND FINES.
Public Health Act, 1873.

Under the Nuisance Clauses of this Act, proceedings
were instituted in twenty-two cases for non-compliance with
Legal Notices to abate Nuisances.

In eighteen cases, orders were made by the Magistrates
for the necessary work to be carried out, and Fines and Cases
amounting to £14 18s. 0d. inflicted; and in four cases the
informations were withdrawn on the work being carried out to
the satisfaction of the Authority.

Six informations were laid against persons for exposing
and having deposited on their premises meat either diseased
or unsound, and unfit for the food of man, with the following

results, viz.:—
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£ s d.

Exposing for sale 7 pieces of diseased meat Fined 7.0 0
Costs 0 11 6

For depositing for the purpose of sale 93 Fined 9 0 0
pieces of diseased meat % Casls 11
Exposing for sale 8 pieces of meat unfit) Fined 4 0 0
for food - Gosts 1 B 0
For depositing for the purpose of sale 203 Fined 4 0 0
pieces of meat unfit for food $ Costs 012 6
Exposing for sale 6 pieces of diseased meat Fined 6 0 0
Costs 011 0

For depositing for the purpose of sale 5 Fined 5 0 0
pieces of diseased meat § Costs 011 0
Total €39 19 6

Food and Drugs’ Acts:—

Under these Acts, proceedings have been taken against
twenty-six persons for selling to your Inspectors adulterated
articles.  Convictions were obtained in twenty-two cases, and
Fines and Costs amounting to £51 9s. 6d. imposed.

In two cases the informations were withdrawn on account
of the bottles containing the third parts having burst in the
office, and one case was withdrawn, the defendant, who was in
a very small way of business, promising to discontinue the trade
of purveyor of milk.

Towns fimprovement Clauses Act, 1847

Under this Act, one person was summoned for slaughter-
ing on premises which had not been licensed as a slaughterhouse,
and was convicted and fined £2, including costs.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

FRED L. BELL,
Chluef” Inspector of Nursances.




Report of the Medical Officer of Health. 67

The Discascs of EZlnimals Elcts,
1894 to 1896.

——n

INSPECTOR’S REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 3ist DECEMBER, 189.

INSPECTION OF CATTLE.

~ The following 1s a list of animals which have been im-
ported into the town during the year, the greater number
arrived at the Portsmouth Town Railway Station from various
markets in the vicinity, viz, :—

Beasts 7,964
Sheep 25,446
Calves 5,218
Pigs 21,625

Total 90,253

INSPECTION OF CATTLE TRUCKS, &c.—2,474
cattle trucks, 1,239 horse boxes, and 361 tow boats have been
inspected, and under supervision, thoroughly cleansed and
limewashed in accordance with the requirements of the Act.

SWINE FEVER.—Seven outbreaks of this disease have
occurred during the year, necessitating the destruction of 19
infected swine, and 203 swine which had been exposed to
infection. A sum of £333 6s. 0d. has been paid to the owners
as compensation for the same by the Board of Agriculture.

I regret to report an increased number of outbreaks this
year. 1 am fully of the opinion that insufficient care in the
selection of food for swine is one of the chief causes of this
increase. It has been my experience that where swine have
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been fed upon barrack, ship, and shop refuse, &c., they have
been particularly susceptible to this disease. In my opinion
the refuse which has accumulated for weeks and become very
fermented, then given to swine without either being washed or
boiled, is a factor in producing irritation of the viscera, thus
aiding the development of the disease.

Licenses issued as required by orders of Board of
Agriculture for the year 1897. In accordance with the Board’s
orders I have issued 450 licenses, licensing into the borough
21,625 pigs.

RABIES —Under the Dogs’ Act put in force in the
Borough, the following number of dogs have been seized be-
tween 31st December, 1896, and 1st January, 1898, and dealt
with as shown, viz, :—

BDocs: AcT,

| - =
No. of Dogs Mo Dastroved: No. Restored to | No. Sold. | .. Mo
gejzed. | C (wners. | | Escaped.
2 =y Mt e | e = LT
A8 288 49 ‘ 39 ‘ 2

UNDER THE MuzzLING ORDER.

=]
St
—
o
o

261 172

Whilst a number of cases of dogs suffering from sup-
posed Rabies have been reported to me by the police, upon
post-mortemn examination made by Veterinary Surgeon F. E.
Knott, he could find no trace of Rabies ; distemper and teeth-
ing being the ailments from which the dogs suffered.

IMPORTATION OF DOGS ORDER OF 1897.

This came into force on 15th September, 1897, and
regulates the landing in Great Britain of dogs brought from
any other country, except Ireland and the Isle of Man.
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Under this order ten dogs have been licensed into this
borough from foreign countries, and remained under supervision
from 52 to 104 days. The order has been carried out by
Inspector Turner, and infringements were duly reported to the
Board of Agriculture.

PROSECUTIONS.—Proceedings were instituted against
two offenders for infringements of the Act, and fines amount-
ing to £7 7s. 6d. inflicted.

[ should like to take this opportunity of thanking the
Chief Constable, the Superintendent of Police, and staff for the
valuable assistance and courtesy rendered me in connection
with the supervision required by the various orders.

[ am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
G. W. MONKcOMm,
luspector under the Diseases (Animals') Act.
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TReport of the [Public Enalyst

For THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31sT, 1897.

To the Chatrman and Members of the Finance Commitiee.

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present you my report for the
year ending December 31st, 1897,

During the year, 202 samples of foods and drugs were
submitted to me for analysis, of which number 194 were taken
by vour Inspectors. The population of Portsmouth, as esti-
mated by the Registrar General in 1897, was 182 585, hence
the number of samples of all kinds examined during the year
was equivalent to one for every 903 persons.

The returns issued by the Local Government Board for
1895-96 show that the number of samples examined throughout
England and Wales was equivalent to one for every 661 of the
population, whilst in London one sample was examined for
every 414 persons, moreover, where the Act has been
rigorously enforced, the percentage of adulteration has steadily
diminished. In 1895-96G, 4,400 more samples were taken in
England and Wales than in 1894-95, and the percentage of
adulteration fell from 10-3 to 93 the lowest percentage since
the passing of the Act in 1875.

F———r——
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The following table shows the number and kind of
samples examined during the last ten vears, in Portsmouth.

—

Year h tal | Milk
1588 200
1889 | 206
1 5490 187
1891 | 206 |
15492 200 !
1893 218 |
1504 235 |
1805 2487
1RYG 1G5
1897 | 202 |

106

102

101 |

Butter

42

11

Bread
anil
Flour

-
=]

Gro. |Wines| Sun. | Number of
corin | and |Drugs + | Bamples found
CETIES IS piri bs| dries | "4 dulterated

34 9 : ] 17

i 22 I o 1 35

33 i | 16

8 | 2 o

24 15 P 30

12 14 = l 32 31

15 20 10 | 35 27

30 | 18 ‘ 8 i a8

28 | 22 ‘ 6 | 10 3

47 6 | 12 | 4 | 42

The following table shows the number of samples

examined, the number and percentage adulterated, in 1896 and
1897 in Portsmouth and in 1895-96 in England and Wales.

PORTSMOUTH,

1897

k]

1 890G

England and Wales, 1895-96

. |
Samples Samples
Examined Adulterated |
167 i |
202 42 |
43 962 4 003

Percentage
Adulteration

Thus it will be seen

that whilst the number of samples
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examined in Portsmouth has increased 17 per cent., the percen-
tage of adulteration has also risen one per cent., whereas in
England and Wales the percentage of increase in the number
of samples examined was 10 and the decrease in the percentage
of adulteration was one.

MiILK.—Table showing the number of samples examined,
the number of inferior quality, of adulterated, and the percen-
tage of adulteration.

1
| ... | Samples Inferior | .taq | Percentage
Year Fixamined Quality Adulterated | Adulterated

|

PORTSMOUTH ...| 1896 | ®4 T 20 | 238

_., | 1897 I 101 8 B | 326
I | |

England and Wales | 1895-6] 15,307 4(H) {2,080 | 111
i _ .

The samples included under the heading * Inferior
Quality 7 were all just upon the standard fixed by the Somerset
House Authorities, but that does not admit of the conclusion
that they were genuine milks of poor quality, as the results of
analysis generally point to adulteration either by abstraction of
cream or addition of “separated milk” to a milk of excellent

quality.

From the table it will be seen that the proportion of
adulterated samples has increased over 9 per cent., and when
compared with the rest of the country the amount of
adulteration is certainly very unfavourable. In the Metropolis
in 1895 the proportion of adulterated samples was as high as
193 as against 66 per cent in the thirty-two great towns of
England included in the Registrar General's weekly returns.

The practice of feeding young children on cow’s milk 1s
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becoming more prevalent. It is to be regretted that the
greater portion of the adulterated milk i1s purchased by the
poerer people among whom the custom of  bottle feeding ” has
increased. It 1s the practice of medical men to recommend
the dilution of cows milk before being given to young children,
and 1t is evident that an already diluted milk when further
diluted cannot be the best food. The Medical Ofhcer of Health
has recently pointed out the necessity for a pure and whole-
some milk supply, and how far the death rate among young
children is influenced by an indifferent milk supply is not for
me to say, but it is certain that the health of a child would be
seriously threatened if fed on some of the milk I have
examined.

If each sample of milk examined represents ten gallons
of milk sold in the town, it follows from the results that out of
1010 gallons no less than 329 gallons were adulterated. It
would not be correct, however, to say that out of the 1,500,000
gallons of milk sold in Portsmouth last year 489,600 gallons
were adulterated, for there are many honest milk dealers who,
besides being bigger ratepayers, are unfortunately brought into
unfair competition with those dealers who systematically
swindle the purchaser.

Before there is any improvement in the quality of the
milk it will necessary for greater penalties to be inflicted. Your
inspectors take every care in acting to the letter of the Act and
only those cases are taken to court where there is every
prospect of a conviction, but the fines inflicted are so small
that a dishonest tradesman can, in a few days, by carrying on
the practice of adulteration, pay them without any great
inconvenience to himself. The standard of quality is
notoriously low, yet on page 12 you will see that in case No. 7
more than half the fat had been abstracted, or the milk when
genuine had been adulterated with its own bulk of “ separated
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milk.” In this way the vendor made enormous profits and by
continuing the adulteration would in a very short time have
made more than the twenty-seven shillings fine inflicted.

BUTTER.—Table showing the number of samples
examined, the number and percentage adulterated.

. Samples ,l Samples Percentage
el Examined | Adulterated | Adulteration
PORTSMOUTH 1896 18 2 11-1
B 1897 32 3 9-37
England & Wales 18056 7,186 590 82

From this table it will be seen that an increase in the
number of samples examined has been accompanied by a
decrease in the percentage adulterated, which latter is only one
above the average for England and Wales. The low percent-
age is probably due to the efficient working of the Margarine
Act, as all the genuine samples, except one were of good
quality.

COFFEE.—Of the seventeen samples of coffee examined
only one was found to be adulterated. This gives a percentage
of 6 which is one less than for 1896, and compares very
favourably with the percentage (ten) found adulterated in
England and Wales.

SPIRITS.—Table showing the number of samples
examined and the number and percentage adulterated.
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|
| ¥ i Samples Samples | Percentage
! Examined Adulterated Adulterated
PORTSMOUTH 1896 o 5 I 227
G ; 1897 [} 4 G605
England & Wales |  1895-6 4241 | 702 f 165

In 1896, five samples, and in 1897, four samples on
examination proved to be adulterated, and yet in none of these
cases was there a prosecution because a card was exhibited
somewhere in the bar where the spirits were purchased stating
that all the spirits sold on the premises were adulterated. In
1879 a special Food and Drugs Act (Amendment Act) was
passed fixing the standard strength for all spirits, and yet in
Portsmouth the majority of the publicans knowing that no
prosecutions are instituted, openly evade the act by exhibiting
the card. Prosecutions are instituted and convictions obtained
in other towns and counties, and, as a consequence, in London
the percentage of adulterated spirits falls as low as 10-2. It
is manifestly unfair for one trade to be at liberty to put itself
beyond the provisions of the Act, and to remedy this it behoves
the Council to institute proceedings in these cases of adultera-
tion and if necessary to carry them to a higher court.

SUGAR AND OTHER PROVISIONS.—One sample of
sugar out of twenty examined proved to be adulterated. This was
a case where white sugar had been artificially dyed to imitate
Demerara Sugar, but it is satisfactory to know that there is little
of such sugar for sale in Portsmouth. All the samples of
pepper and vinegar were found to be genuine. The former of
these is now seldom adulterated.

DRUGS.—Of the twelve samples of drugs examined two
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or 16°6 per cent were adulterated, the adulteration was only of
very small amount. Two of the samples were considerably
over weight, and as in these cases (Quinine sulphate) there is no
difficulty in weighing, I would suggest that in future cautionary
letters be addressed to the vendors. The number of samples
of Drugs reported upon in England and Wales in 1895 was 158
or 11 per cent adulterated.

PROSECUTIONS.—From the following table it will be
seen that prosecutions were instituted in 24 cases, fines being
inflicted in 23. The result of the prosecutions reflects
credit upon the chief Inspector, Mr. Bell, and his assistants for
the way in which the samples are taken and the informations
laid. It appears that in England and Wales prosecutions were
instituted in 2,724 cases, fines being imposed in 2,313, the
percentage of successful cases being 84 as compared with 95
per cent successful in Portsmouth.
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The following table shows the action taken in each case
of adulteration and the result (if any) of such action.—

No. uf‘:\:-:-‘:f;t{:::':h__ El:l,:l::::{.;] Amount of Adualteration. I; IRe=ult.
Td = S| L b LAhE SIS e S e,
1 | Milk ... Inspector. | 8 p.c. cream abstracted ...| Fined 10s. and 7s. 6d. costs.
2 Do. Do. 32 p.c. o, ..., No prosecution ; sold as
' skimmed.
b o, Do. ...| 4 pe. do. ..., No prosecution.
4 | Demerara Do, ... Contained an a.rtlfu*ml |
Sugar ... [ dye : Fined 15s. including costs.
o | Milk Do. ...| 27 p.c. cream abstracted...| Fined 30s.
6 Iho. Ik, . 2 || G. do, ...| No prosecution.
Fi Do. Do. ...| b4 pe. do. woo, Fined £1 and Ts. costs.
R Do. .. Do. ...[ 9 pe added water .| Fined £1 and 13s. costs.
! Do. ... Do. ...| 16 p.e. eream abstracted...| Fined £1 including costs.
10 Do. ..| Do. ... 16 p.c. added water Hu prosecution,
11 Do Do. ... Y pe. cream abstracted,
j .utd 9 p.e. added water | I"in{:ll £1 including costs.
12 iy TR ) ¢ A |u‘ cream abstracted...| Fined £2 and 13s. costs,
135 Do, ...|] Do. ...| 23 pe do. I"illmi £2 and 7s. Gd. costs.
14 Do. ..., Do. T p.e. do. i Fined 15z ineluding costs.
15 Do, ' Do. 2 p.e. added water [ No prosecution,
16 | Butter ...| Io. 15 p.e. foreign fat ...| Do, Samples mixed by Insp.
17 Do, Do. ... 20 pe. do. .' Do do.
18 | Milk ...] Do. ...| 38 p.c.cream abstracted...| Fined 30s, including costs.
14 Do. ... Do. ... 40pe do. ! Fined £1 and 15s. costs.
20 Dao. Do. ...[ 81 p.e. cream abst qmt-}d Fined £1 and 7s. Gd. costa.
; and 3 p.c. added water
21 Do. .... Do, .. b pe. eream abstracted ...| Fined 7s. 6d. costs,
22 Do, ... Do. ... 9pec do. o] Fined 10s. and 8s, Gd. costs.
23 | Glycerine Do. ...| Chlorine specific gravity
1-257 ...| No prosecution.}
24 Do. ... Do. ..| Ditto, 1257 ... ..| Do.t
2 [Milk .. Do. ..| 12T ipr' cream abstracted | § Information withdrawn -
and 6:12 p.e.added water | % bottle burst.
20 Do, Do. ...| 351 p.e.eream abstracted | Fined £2 and 9s. Gd. costs.
27 | Coffee Do. ...| b p.e. chicory | Fined £1 including costs.
2% | Milk Do. ...| 34 pe. cream d,lHEr.l.Lt.Ld I'aken in course of delivery ;
{ no prosecution,®
a9 v, Do. ...| 23 p.e. cream abstracted |
and 7 p.e. added water | Fined £1 and 13s. costs.
30 Do. .... Do. ... 5 pe. added water Fined 5s. towards costs,
31 Do, Do. ...| 4 p.e. eream abstracted ...| No prosecution.®
32 Do. ... Do. .. 42 pe. do Fined £2 including costs.
33 | Do. | Da. .| 343 p.c. cream abstracted
i and G p.c. added water | Do. do.
34 Do, o i, L 28540 eream abstracted ... Do, iy,
35 | Batter ...| Do. ...| 10 p.c. foreign fat .o, No prosecution. |
36 Whiskey Do, ... 32° under proof .| Card in bar.®
37 Rum Do, .| 26° do. ..., No prosecution.®
g | Gin el Do, ... d40® do. | No prosecution (eard).®
39 | Whiskey B | 2TE don .| No prosecution,®
40 | Milk Do, ...| 8 p.e added water | Fined b= towards costs,
41 Do. ... Do. ... 5 pe.cream abstracted ...| No prosceation.®
42 Do. i D, 20 p.e. da. «o:| Prosecnted ; ease dismissed,

+ Previous prosecntions in gimilar cases having boen dismissed these were not proceeded with,
t ¥o prosecutions on account of the quantity of adulteration being small,
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FINES.—The amount of fines ordered to be paid was
£25 10s. 0d. in addition to costs amounting to £5 9s. 0d.
It follows that the average penalty, including costs, was
thus £1 2s. 6d. which is 13s. 3d. below average penalty
inflicted in England and Wales in 1895-96. Last year
the total penalties inflicted in Portsmouth amounted to
£30 19s. 6d., which is the largest sum recovered under the
Act during the last ten years, the next highest being in 1894
when the total was £28 9s. 6d. The Act provides for a penalty
of £20 and until full advantage of this power is taken by the
magistrates prosecutions will not act as a deterrent to unscrup-
ulous tradesmen. As has been already pointed out in many
cases the adulteration is so great, that the vendor, by carrying
on the process, soon recovers the small penalty inflicted, and
it is the purchaser who not only gets an inferior article but
really pays the fines. In the report of the Select Committee
on Food Products adulteration, page xvi, the following
paragraph occurs.

“ After careful consideration of the matter your Committee
““have come to the conclusion that the punishments which, as a
““rule, have been inflicted for offences under the Acts have not
“been sufficient to render them effective for the purpose for
“which they were designed.”

I would therefore venture to suggest that the magistrates
be asked to make use of their power in this connection for I
am convinced that until greater penalties are enforced there
will be little improvement in the food supply of the Borough.

I would remind you that there is a possibility of the Act
being amended during the present Session of Parliament and 1t
will be necessary to watch any Bill which may be introduced
for this purpose.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
J. MOORE MURRAY.




