[Report 1896] / Medical Officer of Health, Portsmouth Borough.

Contributors

Portsmouth (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1896

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/vh8nz3em

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

-
is
- -







JBorough of Portsmouth.

hEPORT

OM THE

Health of Portsmonth

FOR THE YEAR 1896,

BY

A. MEARNS FRASER, MB, DPH,

Medical f}_‘.":.'?.f-r'rr :frl,l" Health ;

Medical Officer of Health for the Port
of Povismounth ;

and Medical Officer to the Milton Infectious
Diseases Hospital.

INCLUDING THE REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ANALYST

J. MOORE MURRAY, M.Sc., F.CS.

Rortsmouth:

CHARPENTIER & Co., DPRINTERS AND PurerisHERS,

406, FHIGH STREET
















Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2018 with funding from
Wellcome Library

https://archive.org/details/b29995413



Drainage and Sanitary Committee.

(1805-6)

Tug WORSHIPFUL thHE MAYOR, J. ]J. YOUNG, Esg., J.P

Chairman

ALDERMAN SIR WILLIAM PINK, J.p, K.L.H.

WVice-Chairman

ALDERMAN THOMAS KING, ].p.

ALDERMAN ROBERT BARNES, ].p

CounciLLor G. ASHDOWNE CouncirLLor H. 1. EVANS

J. BAGGS ) J. W. GIEVE
T. E. BASKETT ; H. KIMBER
H. BLESSLEY ¢ J. MULVANY, L.r.C.P
J. DUMMER s G. J. MERRITT
- W. T. DUPREE 5 H. R. PINK
R. EMMETT, L.R.C.P. 2 G. YOUNG



Officers of the

Dedical Officer of Mealth’'s Department

Medical Officer of health—
A. MEARNS FRASER, MEB., D.PH.

Fnspector of Muisances —
F. L. BELL, CERT. SAN. INST.

Fnspector C.D.H. Het, and Fnspector of Muisances —
G. W. MONKCOM

Clerh—
C. W. HEARN

Fnspectors of THuisances—
H. J. LOVELOCK, CEeErT. SaAN. InsT.
H. G. GRAY, CerT. San. InsT.
W. H. TURNER, CERT. S5aAN. INST.
G. L. SCOTT, CERT. SAN. INST.
G. W. McQUINN, CERT. SaN. INsT.
Fnapector of Wochsbops and Inspector of Muisances

W. E. BENJAMIN, CEerT. San. INSsT.

Hssistant Clerh -
T V. SMITH

Misinfector—

A. AYLMER

Infections Discascs hospital.

Matron—
Mrs. M. A, ANTRAM



MReport

of the
deodical Officer of Thealth
to the

Urban Sanitavy Eluthovity

ot the

Borough of [Portsmouth

Jor the Dear ending the 31st day of December, 1896.



6 Report of the Medical Officer of Health.

(GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit to you my Annual Report
for the year 1896, comprising the statistical returns of the
Deaths in the Borough, the measures adopted for the prevention
of disease, and the work done in the Sanitary Department.

I am pleased to be able to state that during this year the
health of the town has been good, and that (with the exception
of an outbreak of measles during the second and third quarters)
there has been no serious epidemic of infectious disease ; also
in the table of corrected death-rates of the large towns of
England, prepared by the Registrar- General, Portsmouth
occupies the fourth place, ranking after West Ham, Croydon,
and Brighton.

During the past twelve months progress in the Samitation
of the Borough has been effected, and I trust that during 1897
especially 1

still greater improvement may be accomplished
trust that success will attend your efforts to improve House
Drainage and the Disposal of Refuse.

I desire to express my sincere thanks for the kindness
and courtesy I have at all times received from Members of the
Sanitary Committee, and for their consideration during the time
I was unfortunately confined to my house by an attack of
scarlet fever. I also take this opportunity of expressing my
appreciation of the careful and efficient manner in which their
duties have been performed by the Sanitary Staff.,

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

A. MEARNS FRASER, M.B.,, D.P.H,,

Medical Officer of Health,



———
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Statistics.

POPULATION.—The population of the Borough in
the middle of 1896, estimated on the supposition that it has
imcreased from 1891 at the same rate of increase as in the
pertod 1881 to 1891, 15 175,612, This estimate, in all prob-
ability, 1s considerably under the true population, which, I
believe, will be found to be nearer 187,610—a number founded
on a report supplied to me by Mr. Baxter, the Assistant Overseer,
who reports the number of occupied houses to be 34,739, this
1s multiplied by 54, the average number of persons in each
house in 1891,  The figures 178,612, however, are those used
by the Registrar-General, and I have therefore adopted them in
my Report. At the same time, it is well to bear in mind that
our death rates, birth rates and sickness rates being based on
the smaller figures are represented (if my view is correct) a

trifle higher than is actually the case.

The mean density of the population 1s 398 persons to
the acre, an increase of 4:3 persons per acre since 1891. In
the thirty-three large towns—including London—the average
number of persons to an acre is 35'4. The populations of the
various districts were as follows :—Portsmouth, 6,559 ; Portsea,

14,988 ; Kingston, 65,279 ; Landport, 71,565 ; Southsea, 17,169,

BIRTHS.—The number of Births registered was 5,006,
being 138 in excess of those of the preceding vear, and gives a

birth rate per 1,000 of 2805, which is slightly higher than that
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of last year—27-84. The birth rate of the thirty-three large
towns is 30°7. The illegitimate births numbered 190, which
forms 3-8 per cent. of the total number registered ; the mean

percentage of illegitimate births for the past ten years is 3-3.

The births were reported in the four quarters as follows :

Legitimate Ilegitimate
M F M F
First quarter ending March 28th — 579 503 — 98 .28
Second » June 27th — 607 577 — 19 26
Third = w  September 26th— 599 525 2~ — 21 20
Fourth w January z2nd — g0z 0636 — g 2%
2485 2331 g4 gb
s ——
4516 160
And in the various sub-districts thus :
Portsmouth — 157  equal to a birth-rate of 2395 per 1000.
Portsea —_ 358 ’ o i e ZEBAC L
Kingston — 2243 o 3 = e AR
Landport — 2078 e " " w2001,
Southsea - 170 : ) o 33 oiog o

Portsea Island Union 1s situated in Kingston sub-district,

in it there occurred 67 births.

MARRIAGES.—1,581 marriages took place during 1896,
which thus numbers 149 more than in the previous year, and
gives a marriage rate of 17-90, against that of 16-38 for 1895.
Interest attaches itself to these figures from the fact that an
increased marriage rate usually indicates an increase in the
prosperity of a community. Marriages occurred in the four

quarters as follows :
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First quarter — 276 Third quarter — 422

Second |, — 405 Fourth ,, - 478

DEATHS.—The deaths registered numbered 3,050, less
by 99 than in the previous year, and the death-rate for the
Borough is 1696 ; this is slightly lower than that of the previous
year, which was 17-90, and considerably lower than the death-
rate for the thirty-three large towns of England, which is 20-45.
On two occasions only has the recorded death-rate been lower
than that of 1896, in 1889 and 1894, when it was respectively
16:71 and 15'16. In the table prepared by the Registrar-
General of the thirty-three large towns, Portsmouth occupies
the fourth place, the death-rates—as will be seen from Table

II1.—varying from 1482 at Croydon, to 25:65 at Manchester.

THE DEATH-RATES for the four quarters of 1896

were as follows :

First quarter - 158 per 1000
Second — 1572 .
Third ,, — 18:gbH =
Fourth |, — 1695 -

The increase in the death-rate during the third quarter

was due to measles and the usual summer diarrhoea.

Comparing the death-rates from particular diseases, it
will be seen that the death-rates in Portsmouth, from the

principal Zymotic diseases, are lower than in the 33 large

towns.
elae  Scarlet  Diph- Whooping . Diarr- Infantile
Measles Fever theria Cough REPL hora  Mortality
Portsmouth o0y  o11 (V8 § 0’32 OIS 073 154

33 large towns o'71 o2z 038 o057 019 079 167
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THE ZYMOTIC DEATH-RATE of the 33 large towns
15 2'86, and in Portsmouth is 2:11. From the above table it will be
seen that though the death-rates from Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria,
and Whooping Cough are considerably below those of the 33
large towns, yet in Measles and Fever we are very little better ;
but in considering the death-rate from Fever, it is gratifying to
find that this, which is one of the most certain indicators of
sanitary progress, has steadily declined from 138 in 1860, to
0-19 1n 1896, This fact 1s one that must prove most encouraging
to the Sanitary Authority, and at the same time urge them to

the still further advancement of the health of the Borough.
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TABLE I.

Table, showing the Population, Marriages, Inhalited Houses, Births and Deaths,

for the year 1896, and the ten preceding years.

GROsE NUMBERS,

| | p Clorvrect No. of De ;
- : i : orrect No. il
- st o. of Registered g
Y car P lats Inhabited | Marriages ﬂ' th :
! oprula |ur:|: e | : irths Total all L neler T nder
. . Ages 1 Year 5 Years
1896 | 178,612 | 54,739 1,551 : 0,0 G050 T8a 1,156
| ! 174,751 I & a30 | 1,432 1868 | 3,129 Hol 1,169
18 | 170973 31377 1462 4,709 2 593 G11 96T
1893 | 167,285 30,984 1,459 4,708 3058 THa 1,171
15402 L6307 30505 1,4 4 5 S026 Ty 1,068
1891 L, 125 20 Bl 1429 4 B0 3063 Gl 1,143
1540 Lo, 6T 28 870 1,318 4,551 2847 44 | 041
1555 153,270 28,206 1460 4,045 2 Hhbh i I | 1,005
1552 149 %G | 27,039 1.308 | 4,970 Sild 671 | H ]
1887 146 73 26,873 1,395 DMk 2,681 | 725 1,005
15856 143562 | 26,204 | 1471 ‘ 4,015 3,207 Eataty 1,461
Avernge
ten years| 158,690 | 290413 14,248 J 837 2 882 T24 1,009
1R8G-95 | -
NOTES.
1.—Population at Census, 1801 ... 159,255
2 —Aren in Acres e 4,486
3.—Average number of persons in each housze at Census ., 54

4.—Average number of persons per acre at Uensus 30D
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TABLE 11.

Table, showing the Annual Birth Rate, Rate of Mortality, and Death Rates

. among Children for the year 1806 and 10 Years preceding.

| An mial
Annual Rate of

Deaths of | Pereentage Deaths of

Birth Rate | Rate of Mortality Children | of Deathsof | Children
¥ itien per 1000 Mortality per 1000 |under 1 year| Children under 5 years|
; of the per 1000 | living from | Percentage under 1 year Percentage
Population | living from | 7 prineipal of Total to Registered of Total
all causes, Zymotic | Deaths. Births | Deaths.
i | IMiscases. | I
e | |
1896 2803 | 1696 | 297 259 1568 381
|
ey |
1895 2784 | 1790 2:31 i I 375
1804 | 27-bd 1l ' 2407 _ 255 12:9 ar3a
1853 2814 1825 309 24-9 164 353
1802 | 27-88 1540 1-8% 204 155 30
1801 20-00 19-06 2:49 21-7 138 374
1500 313 15-116 164 220 135 3249
1589 31-25 16-71 195 271 141 40r3
1588 3318 1743 1-33 256 154 375
15887 a4-10 18-27 it 270 145 492
15816 3426 2265 487 271 170 446

Average of :
10 years 30-42 1821 2:30 24-7 148 | 380
1 556- 1895
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TABLE III.

Showing the Population, Birth Rates, Recorded Death Rates, Corrected Death Rates, Zymotic
Bates and Deaths under 1 Year to 1 000 Births in the 33 large Towns for the Year 1506,

Eatimated |

32 Prov'ne'l 1"wns|

NAME OF Pi.'ri'lll.ltll-ii“ll
e - middle of |
FOWNS 1896, |
i
33 Towns 10,846,971

CroYDON ;
BRIGHTON vuvenres
MNorwIcH

PORTSMOUTH

Derny
W EsT HAM.... 0000
BRISTOL ssvevnrurns
LEICESTER vvvvevses
BWANSEA

CARDIFF coesuarsenss
N OTTINGHAM. . oun.

PrysMouru
HunDERSFIELID ...
Hanrrax
IONDOM 2oieisansnes
MG SRR R
BLACKBURN
BIRKENHEAD ...
NEWCASTLE
GATESHEAD ......|
BBEDE 5iseannnssns !
SIIHHHHI.AN[',H---E
WOLVERHAMPTON
HEFFIELIY. . ouinan:

AT A ——
.B‘.}I-Ilwll'~I LR R

BEESEEEE

MM ANCHESTER......

118,006 |
120,499 |
108,530 |

101,770
261,297 |
230,625 |
1498, 6540
08,645 |
162 GO |
229.9775|
228 209
102 805 |
D0 2TH
100 463
94,775 |
4,421,955 |
20844 |
120,459 |
109,343
-_:l -_;l-j-:l

T

21
08 4306
4002 444
140,3806G
Hi D)
M7 278
113.864
o0l 241
143,442
1540, 380 |
632 512
210,707
529 5061

hE
3§ =1 e
TR ZYMOTIC DEATH RATE T
LIVING. za
==l b 122
o T e 2 =2
2185 53| 2 2 e - 5
M Ige B s o | 2(ER | 2| EE
T|2E|8%| 2| 3| 5| R3S & | Bl
B HaCo|l A| 2| E|AlE|A|A| &g
[ | i
| S
30:7 | 18-91 20045 000 071 0-22| 0-38 | O-57| 0-19 079 | 2:86| 167
6,425,016 31-1 | 15844 20073 000 067 015 ll"!.‘_!| 045 | P21 | 0°FT | 246 ] 165
251 | 1422 14-82| 056 004 024 | 062 015 ﬂ--i.‘il 104 | 150
247 | 16:13 1631 Odn o e lJ'Il‘-! 026 -11 | 060 | 1°63 | 135
308 17-38 ]l'.'ti."-i 106 (04| 0-22| 008 0:13 | 074 2:33| 1634
178,639 | 276 16'57 1694 069 0'11 0'11 0:32 015 073 2:11 154
oR-0 | 1566 17260 .. | 033 011 | 010 052 | 0-20| 0-65 | 1-91 | 151
326 | 16:07 17-341 002 044 | 021 | 70| O-59| 0-23| 0-81 | 3:00 | 165
2746 | 1600 17-66) 002 061 025 | 016 | 0-26) 008 052 1-90 | 142
30:8| 16-72 18-156) ... | 060 | 0:25 | 0-32| 025 0-20] 1-35 | 297 187
30-5 | 16-85 18-411 002 006 004 | 010 O-56| 0-15 025 1-18] 161
338 | 16-84 1879 0-02 023 017 037 063 008 | 077 | 227 | 16D
a9 | 17-54) 18-82] ... | 088 011 u-us:; 0-39 | 0:34 | 069 | 247 | 168
255 | 1651 18000 0:00 046 | 0-10 007 | U4 (12 | O:58 | 1-6H8| 143
310 17-51| 20°11] ... | 060 004 | 046 | 0027 | O-12| 070 | 2-19] 170
98-8 | 19-57 19-02] 104 003! 014 0-19| 0-07 | 0:83 | 230|178
20:5 | 16-47| 1915 027 0 0-19 (i-‘.’ll 054 | 0013 | 026 | 1-60| 166
24-3 (1733 1929 ... | 017 ... | 022] 0:34) 021 0'2G| 110] 149
02 | 18-58 1980 0-00 | 0852 021 0-60| 065 | 014 | 0-72 314 | 161
319 [ 1891|1986 ...  1-16 025! 0-23| 0:50| 028 | 090 | 3:32) 173
977 | 1787/ 20:07| ... 031 007 008} 036G | 0'26| 074 1-82) 171
317 | 19-1% 2i-10 104 029 | 020 053 0023 | 0068 | 291 | 177
31-1 | 1846 20011 064 012 018 048] 0015 | 0051 208 | 165
36:8 | 1909 20050 ...  1'37| 026 0-18| 0-35) 022 0-72| 3-10] 172
30-7 | 1875 20:78 0-00 049 0-17 | (°12] 0460 | 0-21 | 0-69 | 228 1G9
34-2 | 1982 20-80] 100 | 019 006 n-.-'::i| 37 | 085 | 3:00( 158
344 | 1996 20-85| 010 | 024 | 060 | 0-35] 041 | 141 | 3:11 | 184
340 | 1926 21-42 0-57 | 029 | 016 0:58 | O0r29 | 1-02 | 2:91 173
324G | 200TH 2242 g 003 rrlrr! 037 | 0e22) 1°11 | 1-Bib | 208
20 | AR 2300 0G0 | 029 058 074 | 021 1:20 | 3:54 | 197
272 | K27 2329 115 088 | 024 | 036 | 016 | 0062 | 2:01 [ 184
J1°3 | 20073 2349 005 | 0:33 O0-11| O-B3 | 0:39 ) 1-09 | 2-8(| 168
340 22:74] 24-07 048 | 0035 | 024 | Ordi | 00832 1-16 | 300 | 1735
3479 | 22:64, 25-46 O:9d | 049 0-23 ] 088 G330 123 4-10) 199
330 | 22-64| 25-65 1406 0:37 | 015 | 067 | 0-23 094 342 | 176

| ' I

| | | |
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Crase DSk ASES,

L Zvuoric DISEASES—
1. Miasmatie Diseases
2 Diarrhoeeal Dizeascs
3. Malarvial Diseases
4. Zoogenous Dhisenses

NUMRBER OF

DEATHS.

543

a5l

b, Venereal Dizeases e s
6. Sceptic Diseases
IL. Parazitic Diseases
IIL. Digric DISEASES .
1048 CoxsrirurioNal IDISEASES
V. DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES
VI. | Locan Dispases—
1. Diseases of the Nervous System
2 = Organs of Special Sense ...
8 " Circulatory System
4 ¥ Respiratory System
] Digestive System
b. o Lymphatic System :
T o Gland-like Organs of U ||.u1t.nra Use
H. - Urinary System
9. % Reproductive System—
{a) Organs of Generation
{t) Partorition
10 o Bones and Joints
11. e Integumentary System

VIL YIOLEXCE—
1. Accident or Negligence ...

| 2 Homieide
| 3. Suicide ... i
|
=
|

VIII. ILL-DEFINED AND NoT SpreciFienp CAUSES

329
288

453
197

102
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TABLE IX.

Table showing the Numbers and Death Rates per 1000 of Population from the
Seven Principal Zymotic Diseases, from Lung Diseases (excluding Phthisiz),
from Phthisiz, and from all canses, during each Quarter of the Year
1896, and for the whole Year 1896,

The Beven Luang
Principal Diseases From all
Zymotic (exeluding Phthisis. Causes.
Diseases. Phihisis).
Num- R"ltF Num- s Num- R”f_te Num- SR
ber. | P | ber P | hers || B | here [ A
1000 * 1000 | 1000 | 1000
Quarter ending Mareh 258 ... 521 1:16 | 140 3-13‘ B3 1-41 724 1598
Quartér ending June 27 ... .| 774 | 156 | 97| 217 | 80 | 170 | 702 [1572

Quarter ending Sept. 26 ... ool 246 | 5B0 68 | 152 | 57 197 | B47 | 1806

Quarter ending Janunary 3 ... 38 | 0:BH | 139 3-II| B3 1'85 | 757 | 16:95

a— —_

THE YEAR 1896 ... o 410 | 227 | 444 | 2-48 | 283 158 | 3030  16-96
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TABLE X.

Showing the Death Rates per 10,000 persons living, from the Seven Zymotic
Diseases for each of the three decennial periods : 1851-1860, 1861-1870, and
1871-1880, and for the three quinquennial periods : 18811885, 1886- 1800,
1891-1895, and for the Year 1806,

T i il
igr | tocf o | ) e R
1560 1870 1880 | 1885 1550 1895 l :

TR e , |
Deaths from all Causes | 228 | 2119 i 1988 1949 186:5 17767 | 16962
Ziymotie Diseases v 490 | 436 | 372 | 2040 | 2569 2371 22-87
Small Pox 46 | 24 H0 (M) 07 004 —
Measles e 41 40 40 520 304 668 705
Scarlet Fever ... .. &8 | 83 i 146 | 120 005 | 106
Diphtheria ... .| @6 | I' 10 | 638 | 200 156 | 112
Whooping Congh I 48 | 36 41 318 426 312 $3b
Fever i .of 138 | 88 T4 602 400 2:33 1-51
Diarthosaand ... .. 131 | 131 | 101 | 714 | 958 | s91| 878
Cholera - = (1 02 — - — —_
Consumption ... s TR 21 | 21-10 19-356 1545 1554
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TABLE XI.

Showing the number of Deaths from all ages from ecertain gronps of diseases, and

||.|'np|]r't.im'|:-i of deaths of 1000 of Population and to 1000 deaths from all canses.

Infants under one year of age from other groups of diseases, and proportions to
g P

1000 Births, and to 1000 Deaths from all causes under one year.

DIVISION 1.

[hizeases, Total Deaths.

1.—Principal Zymotic Diseases ... 410

2 —Pulmonary Diseases (exclud- o
= B = | ":Il.h'."
ing Consumption ) o]

3.—Principal Tubercular Diseases | 343

Deaths per 1000
of Population at
all ages,

Proportion of
Deaths to
1000 Deaths

DIVISION 1L

Infants under 1 year Total Deaths

Deaths per 1000

Deaths per 1000
of Total Deaths

Births under 1 year
4.—Wasting Diseases 235 4G9 300
H.—Convulsive Diseases ' 156 309 157
NOTES.
(1) Includes Small Pox, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, Whooping Congh, Typhoid
or Enteric Fever, Continued Fever, and Diarrhoea.
(3) Includes Phthisis (or Consumption), Secrofula, Tuberculosis, Rickets, and Tabes
Mesenteriea.
(4) Includes Marasmus, Atrophy, Want of Breast Milk, and Premature Birth.
(5) Includes Hydrocephalus, Infantile Meningitis, Convulsions and Teething.
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TABLE XIII.

Table showing the Death Rates per 1,000 Inhabitants from the chief Zymotic
Diseases, Consumption and Diseases of the Lungs, in the Suob-Districts, and in the
whole Borongh.  Deaths from Zymotie Diseases oceurring in Publie Institutions, are

entered in the Districts from which the patients who died were removed.

Deaths from

the other diseases occurring in Public Institutions, are distributed to the various Sub-

Districts in accordance with the population for the year 1806

the ten years 1886-1895 for the whole Borough,

: and also the means of

Lung Diseases ...

FROM ALL CAUSES

DISEASES | Earte
Small Pox foe
Measles : i 146
Scarlet Fever oo | 014
Diphtheria | 014
Whaooping Cough... s | 029
Fever . -
Diarrhoea e | 02D
Principal Zymotic Discases e | 2032
Consumption wee 1-02
Other Tubercular Diseases : (58

he i adzhl)

Port-

L

(416

IRITH

()

B

0-20

[R5

053 |

2:33

Liand-

Im'!‘t |

South- Whole
gen | Boro.

0-17 | 070
— 0-10
— 11

011 053

00 015

17 | 0BT
050 | 226
1-32 | 1:h8

011 '

=
I =]
=

1-66 | 253

11:82 | 1696

?Menns
of 10
years

RV
(-Hia
11
022
(-37
32
(0-92
240
174

(55

3-23

158-21
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SMALL PoX.—Five cases of small pox occurred in the
carly part of the year, these were at once removed to Milton
Hospital with another case that showed suspicious symptoms,
but fortunately did not develop the disease. These cases all
came from Chichester, and owing to the prompt measures
taken to prevent the disease spreading, no further case occurred
in Portsmouth. On removal to hospital, they all recovered.
By referring to Table xiv., it will be seen that very few children
escape vaccination, and as long as we have a “ vaccinated
population,” small pox will, in all probability, never run riot in
the town.

SCARLET FEVER.—The cases notified numbered 524,
of which 19 were fatal, the disease in the majority of cases was
of a benignant type, but slightly less so than in the preceding
year. The number of cases admitted to the Milton Hospital
was 352, of which 11 proved fatal, giving a case mortality of
3:15, the number treated at home was 172, out of which 8
proved fatal, giving a case mortality of 4:65. The majority of
the cases, 469, occurred in the Landport and Kingston districts,
those in Southsea numbering only 24.

In 142 cases, or 27:10 per cent., sanitary defects were
found in the premises upon which scarlet fever was reported
to exist.
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TABLE XY.

Table showing the ber of cases of Scarlet Fever notified, the number of deaths,
I'able showing the number of cases o P = irs 100 fe.

and the percentage of deaths to cases

Year.

1254
1855
15565
1587
1588
1589
1H54)
1591
1552
1893
155094
1895
15501

Totals

Cnses notilied.

20
314
343
A7
465

128
hid
3215

1ir23

117G
454
a1l
L |

7148

Na. of Deaths.

199

Percentage of
deaths to
pobified cases.

3-8
1-59
hridd
4-02
208
1:51
521
276
1:76

L3 Bl
= s

#1006
LA

6

Table showing the number of enses of Scarlet Fever admitted to the Milton

the number of deaths, and the percentage of deaths to Illlll‘lllt‘.‘!‘ of
cases of Scarlet Fever admitted for the years 1554-06.

Hma]rit-:i.l,

Year.

| 554
1285
1586
T |
| SRH
1H=G
P 540
15491
1842 ‘
180953
JEHE!
1895 :
1596 |

Totals ‘

Cages admibbed,

a )
16
L
iy

1)
L
ot |
1500
e
A3
238
177

F
202

=)

2878

No. of Deaths.

1r||. |

Percentage of
deaths to
cases admitbed,

1-7%
(]
{5
SR
| RH
1:10
114

.

s
m "
e

i
(] .
—
ey
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DIPHTHERIA.—One hundred and twenty-four cases of
Diphtheria were notiied during the year, this represents an
attack rate of 0°69 per 1000 of the population, and is the lowest
point the prevalence of Diphtheria has yet reached in Ports-
mouth since 1884, when the notification of infectious diseases
came into force, Twenty of the cases proved fatal : this gives
a death-rate from diphtheria of 0-11 per 1000 ; the death-rate
per 1000 of the 33 large towns during the same time
was (0-38.

Forty-one, or thirty-three per cent of the cases notified,
were admitted to Milton Hospital.

Sanitary defects were found on fifty-six, or 45-16 per cent

of the premises in which diphtheria was reported to exist.

TABLE XYI.

Table Hhuwillg the nunmber of cases of ﬂiphthelﬂa notified, the number of Deaths

and the percentage of Deaths to cases notilied for the Years 18584 to 186,

' | l"urcurll,.:;.gi; af
Year Cases notified | No. of Deaths [Deaths to cases
nobified
1884 i 174 41 | 9544
1885 ; 173 42 ! 24-25
| H=i | b5 44 35y | T
1 8= ‘ i) 47 | 18
| B | 194 17 | 1328
1450 : 126 2 ‘ 219
[ =i | 212 47 RLALA )
1891 ' 140 23 1642
L&t 121 26 { 21-48
[ =4 1410k | g | 2148
151 130 5 | 2445
1805 , 124 I 1% : 14-51
15946 ' 124 | 20 . 16-12
05 | 442 | 21-11




Report of the Medical Officer of Health. 33

Table showing the number of eases of Diphtheria admitted to the Milton Haospital
the number of Deaths, and the percentage of Deaths to cases of Diphtheria admitted
for the years 1884 to 1506,

| Percentage of

Year | Cases admitted| No. of Deaths Deaths of eases

; | admitied
1884 ' 1 i ! 25:00)
15355 [ i — E o
185816 [ 11 1 Q-0
1587 [ 27 8 2370
1588 ; 23 — =
1554 [ 18 ' e —
18490 | 4 18 28-12
1891 | 51 4 784
1592 27 i D292
1895 12 4 3533
1844 38 4 21405
15445 41 b 18T
1806 41 4 98

| 368 Tl 1603

ENTERIC OR TYPHOID FEVER.—The number of cases
of typhoid fever reported was 235, representing an attack rate of
1:3 per 1000 population, this is lower than has been recorded
in any previous year with the single exception of 1894, when
the attack rate was 1-1.

Of the 235 cases, 27 or 11'5 per cent. proved fatal ; 83 cases
were admitted to Milton Hospital, of these 6 or 7-23 per cent.

were fatal.

Of the 235 cases, as will be scen from table xix., 195 or
83 per cent. occurred in Landport and Kingston, 12 in Southsea
and 4 in Portsmouth, the attack rate per 1000 population in the

various districts were as follows :—

Portsmouth, Portsea, Kingston, Landport, Southsea.

5 1'6 |50 13 0-6

On the premises from which typhoid fever was notified,
sanitary defects were found in 87 or 3702 per cent.
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TABLE XYII.

Table showing the number of casez of Tj'phuid Fever notified, the number of

[,'Iq_l-,.'i.t.heq1 and the l:l_‘:'t"l;:n;_‘:]’ll.:lgl,! of Deaths to ecases t]:rtifiu:l__ for the years 1884 to 1890,

Percentage of

Year | ases notified  No. of Deaths. Deaths to

| cazes nobifiod.
1554 H3d hA [ 176
1885 TH2 s 11-48
1886 | 1249 124 4400
1887 a4 H3 -5
1555 13 L R
1580 317 , 32 10401
15400 457 al 1054
1801 oy 33 1240
| 350 a8 | 11-51
18593 3l od 1 4-94
1804 201 , 25 1244
1895 | 258 | 33 1274
18400 | b 11 Lo 1144

, .

- nsdl - 637 | 1090

Table showing the number of cases of Typhoid Fever admitted to the Milton
Hospital, the number of Deaths, and the percentage of Deaths to cases of

Typhoid Fever admitted for the years 1584 to 1 206,

Percentage ok
Y ear Unses ;||:.||'||'![l.r_=,'r|_ No, of Deaths. Denths to
' eazes admitbed.

12454 | <) : —
| =55 i | - s
1526 (HH ' 4 06
|87 a7 1 270
1888 | 55 ] e
1 514 e [ i 12}
1 HEHD 114 [ i 4-55
18491 il 4 T84
18492 ; 81 i 741
| 54 04 ) 314
1894 | i : 3 585
1295 835 : 4 4-82
| bats ] i) 793

! rli%s 42 557




Report of the Medical Officer of Health. 35

MEASLES.—An epidemic of this disease broke out in
the early part of the year. The first case came to the know-
ledge of the Health Department at the beginning of March, at
Sastney, but it soon spread over the whole of the Landport
district, afterwards making its appearance in each of the other
districts.

The number of cases coming to the knowledge of your
Medical Officer of Health was 1036, of which number 126
proved fatal. The number of cases occurring in each district
was as follows :—

Portsmouth, Portsea, Kingston, Landport, Southsea.

6GH 47 250 6Ly 57

The cause for the high mortality from this disease is, I
believe, in a large manner due to the very complacent view that
is taken amongst parents regarding measles. It is looked upon
as a slight ailment which children must necessarily go through,
and taken for granted, as a matter of course, that the child will
get over it without any trouble. As a matter of fact, unless
great care of the patient is exercised, it proves one of the most
fatal diseases a child can contract, and many parents must have
had a rude awakening in finding their child suddenly at death’s
door from a complaint they considered of such a slight
character as not even to need a doctor. As soon as parents
recognise that an attack of measles if neglected will probably
prove fatal, then so soon will an enormous saving of child-hfe
be effected. It will then be seen that the carelessness with
which disease has been treated, and not the disease itself, has
been the great cause of fatal cases of measles.

Sanitary defects were found in 204 instances, or 197 per
cent. of the houses in which the discase was known to exist,
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WHOOPING COUGH.—This discase caused 60 deaths

during the year, being four less than in the previous year.

This disease, like measles, is one that is far more fatal
than is generally recognised by the public, and I have no doubt
that 2 number of voung lives would be saved if parents could
be awakened to the fact that whooping cough is mof a slight
ailment, and if neglected, is likely to prove fatal, or render a
child delicate for life.

Sanitary defects were found in 13 instances, or 21-6 per
cent of the houses in which the disease was known to exist.

DIARRH@EA.— One hundred and fifty seven deaths from
Diarrheea took place during the year, being eighty-one less
than in the previous year.

By far the largest number of these deaths, no fewer than
132, took place amongst children under one year of age, and it
is especially noteworthy that 122 or 92 per cent of the fatal
cases were in ‘‘bottle-fed” children. In considering this
mortality, I think there is no doubt that the deaths would be
reduced enormously if the milk were always scalded before use,
and the bottle and “teat” of the bottle thoroughly cleaned
each time before being given to the child.

It has always been noticed that a very hot summer is
most productive of summer diarrhcea, -and on table xvii 1s
shown the relation between the deaths and the temperature;
also it is noticed that the rise in fatal cases of diarrhoea follows
very closely on the rise of the 4ft. thermometer, and as soon as
a temperature of 56 degrees F. is registered 4ft. below the
earth then summer diarrhoca becomes  prevalent. The
maximum reached during the vear was 60 degrees F. in June §
in the previous vear the maximum was 61'9 degrees F., the
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deaths during this year, as stated above, being 51 more
than 1n 1896,

Sanitary defects were found in 26 or 165 per cent of the
houses where fatal cases of diarrhoea occurred.

TABLE XVWVIIIL.

Showing the relation of Temperature and fatal eases of Diarrhoes.

Temperature of | Temperature by I :
A, Farth Themomete Xy rl'.“t“t | Deaths
Week ending 1 = — R”’E” E“]]! _frmn
A Diarrhoea
Mean of | Mean of iighek 4 feet | inches.
;I'I-'I:I.xilnurlt Minimum i B |
‘ ===, 2| sl |
|
18946 i ‘
Mareh 7th 45-90 422 4350 453 (]t 1
»  Ldth 5107 42-9 468 158 | 003 | 1
L 2Nak | 5210 | 410 463 68 | 161 |
. 28th | 5543 436 464 475 50 | 1
April 4th | 5043 | 370 455 479 A
2 11th A5 4053 Al 478 (13 I 2
w  18th 50T | 423 | 489 480 (43 4
w 2bth HH-5( 400 B 49-5 17
May 2nd h7 14 44-1 35 D 004 26
- Oth G257 41-8 L2+ G140 21
= 16ih GE-43 45°0 nsag 2.1 3
o 923ed | G410 496 A% 536 (45 3
W 30th GH07 75 OHh 64-1 oo 20
June Gth G7-EOD | B10 G3-0 H54 h2 | 11
o 1ith G910 | 556 68 571 057 | 14
. 20th | 7860 F74 (82 nR-3 o018 | 38
. 27th 7007 24 | 662 509 | 008 3
July 4th | 6993 A4 645 GO0 | 024

INFLUENZA.—The number of deaths from this disease
was lower than for some years previous. Only 19 deaths are
registered, as against 93 in 1895, 57 in 1894, 53 in 1893, 165 in
1892 and 48 in 1891,
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PUERPERAL FEVER.—Twenty cases of this disease
were reported during the year, of which 5 proved fatal. In
each case special care was taken to have the nurse or mid-wife

in charge of the case thoroughly disinfected.

In 7 instances, or 35 per cent., sanitary defects were found

on the premises in which the disease occurred.

COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS
DISEASE.

Under the Portsmouth Corporation Act, 958 cases of
infectious disease have been reported to the Medical Officer of
Health, and as a consequence—mainly of compulsory notifi-
cation—1,354 rooms have been disinfected, and disinfectants
supplied where necessary; 216 letters have been sent to the
Clerk of the School Board and Principals of various Schools in
the Borough notifying them of the occurrence of infectious
disease, and advising that the children from infected premises
be prevented from attending school until they were free from
infection ; the Superintendents of Sunday Schools have been
similarly advised in 300 instances ; 429 letters have been sent

to the Public Librarian respecting infected houses.
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TABLE XIX.

Cases of Infectious Diseases coming to the knowledge of the Portsmouth Urban
Sanitary Aunthority during the year 1896,

| Z L B
. — o] Fun ) 2‘:; .1:5 i .lf_.;, :;..? E-E :IE E B
CIT U5 DT [T T[] |E gfrotas
SMALL POX | t
Portsmouth (e B8 | a2 Il | (i8] Sl Bty | e 4
Portsea ot | e |l [ieremenl] (Pt |l [ erionl] sl Bl (Eee) e [ e
Kingston e P | e L] o | ooe [ oree | wwe | onn | e [ e 1
Landport A (U S ST B S BT (R R O e TR 1
Southsen e W] ool el (Rl el (Bemel BEEE 5 i o
Total | | IR (R W i I 1ol W] ] Bl Eeel i
SCARLET FEVER
Portamonth o U | ] (| (FOE N (1A M| e B | i 11
Port=ea o I (NG5 1 1 Bl it \Ln e B i |
Kingston we] 3154 (109 | 13] 5| ... L e N e e ]
Landport O Sl B T8 1 it I T ) (R (O RS e Rl (el e (-
Sonthzea S Rl I R 8 R (N (SR el [ [l (S e

Total vl 8147|310 44 |18 | 1| 1| | [ e | o | 524

DIPHTHERIA

Portsmouth

Portaea et S [l ] 2 () | | s e | 14
Kingston el e |16 [ 27 [ 13| 2] 3] 2| see | wea fama ] e G2
Landport S O TR T 15 I S 3 - R (B el (ol sl I
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Tokal w1 B00BL - 25 T T

ENTERIC FEVER Tl
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Landport ol ST (R 5 R 1 BT L (i) (| (et |
Sonthsea P i gl I R S I B (ST
- _.._I i_“--l I il e
Total | 12094 |53 28|19| 8| 2| 1 we | 285
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TABLE XX.

WEEKLY RETURN of Cases of Infections Diseases reported in accordance with
the Portsmouth Corporation Act, 1883, during the year 1896,

Small | Seartet | Dipl kil Puer-
~ ; =ma Searle iph- — =
Week ending Pox. Fever. t.hc:Iria- B | Con- Eﬁmt obal,
- interic. | yinnad. | Fever.
15595
Janunary 4th 7 7 1 16
g 11th 3 3 9 o 8
i 15th 9 | 2 15
3 2hth| 8 | 4 1 L e 9
Febroary st} ... 12 H 3 1 21
Bthi ... 12 | 6 1 3 | 22
- 15th) I e 1| 12
- 22nd 5 2 | 1 1 9
I 20¢h 8 ; 5 18
Mareh Tth| 2 2 & 1 B
i 14th| 8 2 : 2 13
o 21t 1 , o 1 | b
5 28¢h| TR (R T [ T 1 17
April sth| ... 8 | 2 2 I 1 12
B 1k ... | 6 1
i 18th| ... e 7 T 21
: 25¢h| 1 5 P q 3 I 16
May Snd i q 1 4 1 1
- 9thl 1 9 - | & i 16
2 16th| 1 6 2 8 2 1 9
= 28rd| ... | b | 2 i SR 13
il 30th] ... | T 2 3 - 12
June Gth| ... 6 | 1 5 1 13
e 136h| ... 14 ; 1 ] 1 21
.~, 206h| ... I 2 2 21
: 7th| ... 10 1 2 13
July 4h| .. | 5 2 4 T 12
5 11th| ... B | I 5 Al 2 16
it 18| .. | 1 7 u : 15
: ) I A T AT 1 14
Angust 1=k ... 6 | SR | 9 1 16
it sthf ... 12 2 gl 1 17
i 156 ... 3 2 10 1 16
i 2ond| ... H 2 11 2 1 24
i 289thl ... 14 2 11 1 ! 30
September Hith o 17 | | 1 26
| 11 ‘ 1 R 3 - 23
! 19th ... 91 = 1 1 34
i 2ith e 14 i) L] b a0
Oectober Brdl o 15 4 ‘ 0 2 27
i 10thy ... 24 3 5 32
i el .. | 14 3 7 2 2
,, ::41,].5 N O 1 S f; 29
= 3lst] ... g | = 2 24
November Tth 3 2 b 28
: 14th| ... 14 3 1 2 2)
E Sl 14 | 6 4 1 25
4 a8th| ... 19 b I [P 1 27
December Hthl ... 14 1 1 A 1 1 17
¢ 12th| ... | 11 6 Fa 17
- 7| B (1 3 o R 19
& 26eh| ... 15 | e = v | 8 19
Januvary :!u:li ; 15 I 3 *I b o i 23
ToTaLs ... (¥ ‘ 050 i 124 230 | a0 ‘ 19 | 979
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TABLE XXI.

41

Shewing the number of Infectious Diseases reported to the Medical Officer of

Health under the Portsmouth Corporation Aect.

i
‘ Fevers
: 2 : | Puoer-
Year Small &Eaflet Dl?,l-l,' — eral | Totals
| Pox Fever | theria o
; Enteric Con- Ty
| tinued.
[ : |
1885 g | 31 173 762 2 | 1259
1886 7 | 343 239 | 1249 14 | 1845
1887 25 | 647 260 5654 11 | 1495
1888 3 466 | 123 313 11 920
|
1889 | 6 726 | 126 | 817 6 | 1183
1890 578 | 212 | 457 125 4 | 181
1891 850 138 | 965 52 15 820
1892 1023 | 121 | 330 76 2 | 1562
1893 | 6 1153 135 366 69 95 | 1754
1804 29 458 139 201 49 ] 878
1895 311 124 | 258 (2 15 770
: i
Totals | 75 6365 | 1788 | 5072 433 | 114 | 13847
| 1
Means | 68 | 5877 | 1625 | 46111 | 366 | 104 |12588
| ‘ |
| | '
1896 o | s | 14 | 935 | 5 18 | 958
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THE MILTON HOSPITAL FOR INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.— During the vear, 499 cases were admitted
to the above Hospital. This represents a little over 52 per
cent of all the cases notified to the Sanitary Authority. The
greater part of these were suffering from Scarlet Fever, and 67
per cent of the total number of cases of Scarlet Fever notified
in the Borough were removed to hospital.

I should like to see a far larger percentage of persons
with this disease removed, not only because of the very in-
fectious nature of the disease, but also on account of the long
duration of the infectivity. I do not think the community gain
so much by the removal to hospital of Typhoid cases as does
the patient himself ; for the simple reason that, with the exer-
cise of due care, the disease is little likely to spread from person
to person ; but in the case of Scarlet Fever it is different, and
every case moved 1s a distinct gain to the community. It is, of
course, an advantage to the patient, for in the majority of cases,
he receives better attention at the hospital than he would at
home ; but the advantage to the Scarlet Fever patient, in con-
tradistinction to a Typhoid Fever patient, is outshadowed by
the advantage to the community.

Whilst I am anxious that all cases should be removed, 1
must point out that, at present, our Hospital is not able to
accommodate all the cases that occur, should they all wish to
be removed ; and considering the rapid growth of the Borough,
[ am of opinion that wards capable of accommodating at the
very least another 40 patients should be erected, The recom-
mendation of the Local Government Board 1s, that there
should be one bed for every 1,000 of the population. At the
present time, we cannot accommodate more than 120
people, whereas, by the standard of one bed to 1,000 popula-
tion, we ought to have over 180 beds. It would also be of
great service, if we could have two or three small rooms to be
used as ‘““observation wards.” Medical men are constantly
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seeing cases which do not exhibit definite enough symptoms to
indicate whether they are cases of infectious disease or not. If
these cases could be removed to an observation ward, and kept
by themselves till definite symptoms have become manifest,
there is no doubt we should, in a number of instances, be able
to prevent the spread of infectious disease.

I should like, before leaving this subject, to express my
appreciation of kindness and attention of the Matron and Nurses
to the patients, to which must always, in a large measure,
depend the success of the institution.

DISINFECTION.—I am pleased to report that during the
past year, a modern apparatus for disinfection has been erected
in place of the old and faulty hot air oven. The machine
erected is one supplied by the Thresh Current Steam Dis-
infector Company, and by its means, all infected clothing or
bedding is subjected to a current of saturated steam at a
temperature of about 213° to 214° F. This is, in my opinion,
the best and cheapest method of disinfection on the market.

During the year, 2,384 articles have been disinfected at
the Milton Hospital.
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TABLE XXIII.
Cases under treatment at the Milton Hospital during the year 1896.
| AGES
DISEASES | R | : 65 | Total
| 0-1 1-5 | 5-15 |15-25 | 25-35 | 356-45 | 45-565 | 55-65 | and
- | ovel
: \
Small Pox e 2 | 2 1 1 e (&
Scarlet Fever ... | ... | 103 | 245 | aT B 1 | 1 . 394
Typhoid Fever 6 | 42 20) I3 | 1 23
Diphtberia 9 14 9 4 | 2 3 41
Measles 1 2 3 4 - 10
Puerperal Fever i 2 2 1 S ivs ]
Continued Fever ¥ =y 6 1 - 5 i 7
Tonsilitis Pl s Sk 1 ~r = = 1
Erysipelas T 1 1
Bronchitis . e | 1 . 1
Influenza ok 2 .es = 2
Phtbisis e | e | e [ e [ 1
Meningitis ... S l ' ' o = 1 1
Abdominal ‘ |
Tumour ... | | i 1 2 1

Other Diseases... : Bee ‘ ' 1 o . 1

|

ToraLs ... | 1 | 120 iHli’r 7 i 30 ; 4 | b | 3 555
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TABLE XXIV.

Number of Patients admitted to the Hospital for the Years

1883 to 1896.

o ool (-8 - - = T - o e B
DISEASES |2 |8 (2|8 |8 B |2 |2 |2 8|8 |& ‘ £ | &
| | {
P il O [
I T sl e
Small Pox e 1 A 7120 4 6| 1 | o B 22 ‘ e | B
Scarlet Fever 113 ‘ 16 | 20 | 53 120 278 384 180 532 '503 238 177 352
| | | 1 3
Enteric orTyphoid o| 6|66 |37 |35 |48 (114 |51 |81 |94 53| 83| 76
| | | ;
Dighthasia 4| 611127123 18|69 |62]27 1238|4638
| |
Measles 1 | 2 i 1|11 {| 8 5 i T (1) B 6| 22 |15 1 10
Other Dhseases ... : ! 5 1 3 o 8| 7 |18 5 H O | 25 | 17
| | |
=5 i | o
Total 7 | 22 | 37 1125 147 194 363 576 [322 645 (626 (382 (346 (499
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WATER SUPPLY.—The following is a summary of the
Analytical Results of the water supplied by the Borough of

Portsmouth Water Works Company :—

|
Dec. 14 | Technical Institute .. 26 | 14 021 .Jh'uiu a1g

| oy =
| | Grains per . Parts per @
i Gallon x Million 5
Date = 'E = e =
when | Where taken from i'—':' ol 2 8 Bz o = Remarks.
[ n=| £ .52 | 38 |ERe 2
i =%| 5 2883 | B [ESE| &
[apeis =i = e e =Fz R
5= 0D 2 & F Ll =te 2
1896 [ !
Jan. 20 | Corporation Yard 210 1'3 0’140 167 ooz | ooz | Absent Pale greenish brown
in colour, no deposit
Feb. 17 A & we{20°q| I'g| 0°1EG | 1673 oror | ooz Do, l(}reeniﬂh brown, slight
deposit of sand
Mar. 16 I ;s i ..|20:8 16| 0175 153 00oI | ©02 Do. |Lightgreen, no deposit
| I |
I 1 1 -
April 2o ” " «:|219 1| 0157 171} orOr | D'OI Do. | Clear, slight sandy
| | deposit
|
May 1g | Corporation Laboratory| 22'2 1'3| o'1oo (169 o001  o00 Do. | Clear, greyish in
| | | eolour, very slight
| | deposit of sand
| | | | |
| | | | i !
Sep. 7| Corporation Yard .. 214 1'5|0'195 |17°00'015 | 0°03 Do. | Clear, greenish tint,
| | mo deposit
Sep. 14 = i 24 | 1'2 0’240 150 ooz | 0035 Do, | Clear, slight sandy
I deposit, faint
. yellowish tinge
Sep. 28 5 S )25 | 174|012 |160) 0oz | 006 I,
Qct. 12 | i i es| 24 | 1'3] 020 |16'0) 002 | O'OF . Dao.
Nowv.16 - o 425 | slodg |60 002 u'::i}_‘! Do,

Do, | Mot as clear as usual
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HOUSES UNFIT FOR HABITATION,—Thirteen
Houses have been certified to be unfit for human habitation,
and these have, upon such certificates, been declared unfit
by the Sanitary Authority. I have also written 21 letters,
referring to 42 houses, calling upon the owners of insanitary
property to remedy the defects, and informing them that unless
this was done it would be my duty to certify the property as
unfit for human habitation.

PREMISES CONDEMMNED IN 1896.

Situation of Premises. Date.

90, Charlotte Street .+ January 21st

33, Marlborough Row ... Do,
House at rear of do. = Do.
1, White's Court l February 18th
2, White's Court Do.
18, Church Path North ... Do.
34, Brighton Street l Do,
5, Paradise Street .¢.| Do.
31, Paradise Street e Do.
4, Matrimony Street ... Do.
1 Stesl Strvef ! May 19th
3, Steel Street ... shae] Do.
90, Kingston Road Do.
92, do. Do.
04, do. : Do.

o
46, Voller Street ++. September 15th
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PrRoSECUTIONS —Twenty prosecutions have been
instituted under the Public Health Act, and evidence given by

me where necessary. The following is the result of the

prosecutions :—

INITIATLS CHARGE RESULT OF PROSECUTION.

J. H. | Non-compliance with Nuisance Order to abate nuisance in 14 days
Notice and pay costs—13s. 6d.
|
T.W.Q. Do. | Withdrawn on costs (5s. 6d.) being
| paid, work being done
J. G.R. Do. Withdrawn, work done
F, 8. Do. Order to abate nuisance in 14 days
and pay costs—13s. 6d.
W. J. Do. Withdrawn, work done
G. L. Do, Withdrawn, work done
R.J.T. Do. Order to abate nuisance in 14 days

and pay costs—3s.

J. T.F. Do. (11 eases) Order to abate nuisance in 14 days
in each case, and pay costs—
£6 2s. 6d.

J. 8. C. Do. Withdrawn, work done

H. H. Do. Order to abate nuisance in 14 days
and pay costs—I15s. fid.
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SLAUGHTER HOUSES.—Until we are possessed of a
public abattoir it will be impossible to supervise in an
adequate manner the slaughter of animals used for food in this
Borough, this 1s a matter in which English towns are much
behind those on the Continent.  There are no fewer than
172 registered slaughter houses in various parts of the town,
of which 115 are in actual use, and these are scattered so far
that it is impossible, with our limited number of inspectors, to
have the control over our meat supply that is desirable. As
much as is possible has been done, and 4,566 visits have been
paid, but in spite of all we can do I am far from satisfied as to
the manner in which a large number of slaughter houses are
kept. Another great advantage which would accrue from the
use of a public abattoir would be the doing away of the
accumulation of offal in various parts of the town, and its
cartage through the streets during the morning.  If the public
would only grasp how important it is for their health to have
the meat supply under proper control, the abattior would soon
follow as a matter of course, but until they have got over
this indifference I am afraid not much can be done.

INSPECTION OF WORKSHOPS—Has been effec-
tively carried out by Inspector Benjamin. The supervision
exercised by the Sanitary Authority over Workshops is an
important factor in the well-being of a number of our working
classes.

COWSHEDS, DAIRIES AND MILK SHOPS-—There
are 217 milk shops, cowsheds and dairies in the Borough,
including 29 sheds where cows are kept, all of which have
been regularly inspected, 1,875 visits having been made.

REFUSE DESTRUCTOR.—In my predecessor’s report
for last year the following occurs: “This subject, which has
been talked of for many years now, seems within the realm of
practical politics ; it has been considered by the Sanitary



Report of the Medical Officer of fHealth. 51

Committee frequently, and the results of their deliberations
will be reported to the Council shortly, it is hoped.” I am
sorry to have to report that the Destructor is still a thing of
the future for Portsmouth. I feel most strongly that until an
effective destructor is erected, an important factor in the
health and well-being of the Borough is being neglected, for
the time has past when a large town can afford to dispose (7) of
its refuse by dumping it down in various places. Wherever a
refuse heap is erected I receive large numbers of letters
from indignant, and justly indignant, residents in the
neighbourhood, complaining bitterly of the intolerable nui-
sances of flies, dust and smells to which they are subject, from
which they naturally look to the Sanitary Authority to protect
them. A borough can no more afford to trifle with its health
than an individual, and as certainly as we establish these heaps
of dirt and refuse about the town shall we assuredly reap ill
health and disease in the future. I trust that before I present
my next report a more scientific method of refuse disposal may
be an established fact.

THE SYSTEMATIC INSPECTION OF THE
BOROUGH—Has been specially attended to by your Inspectors
and myself. Particulars as to the various nuisances attended
to will be found in the Chief Inspector's Report, from which it
will be seen that a far larger number of drains have been
tested during this, than in any previous year. I would respect-
fully call your attention to the fact that owing to the very rapid
increase of the Borough another Inspector 1s urgently needed.

In connection with the inspection of houses I am sorry that
the Bye-Laws for Houses let in Lodgings, recommended for
adoption, were referred back by the Town Council ; had they
been passed our supervision of a large number of houses
inhabited by the lower class would have been rendered more
complete. There are many houses the rooms of which are let
out singly to families, the conseqence is that the condition of
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many of these rooms, which are occupied by some of our very
lowest classes, is filthy in the extreme, and beyond serving
notices to cleanse, &c., which are tardily complied with, we
have not much power to effect an improvement. Were the
Bye-Laws in force we could then among other things see that
there should be a sufficient number of water-closets for the
inmates ; that the courts and ashpits should be kept clean ;
that ventilation should be efhicient ; and that the house should
be thoroughly cleaned once a year. These and other precau-
tions are all very necessary, and while they should be strictly
enforced in some houses, other houses, though they might
come within the scope of the Bye-Laws, which are occupied
by respectable and clean, although poor people, would not be
interfered with, but we should have the power of greatly
improving the class of house which may be described as only
a step above the common lodging house. 1 trust that at any
early date you will ask the Town Council to reconsider their
former decision in this matter.
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Port Sanitary Zlutbority.

(GENTLEMEN,

During the year 8,101 vessels have arrived at this port ;
they have been boarded and inspected by Mr. Meades, the
Port Sanitary Inspector, and some of the wvesscls have been

SEEen hy me.

5,646 arrived from the Solent; 2,101 British vessels

coastwise ; 275 British vessels from foreign ports.

The nationalities of the foreign vessels entering the port

were as follows :—

French 23 Danish 11
German 13 Dutch 4
Norwegian ... 7 Swedish i 2
Russian 11

Great care was taken during the year to prevent cholera
or the * plague ” from being brought into the town, and pre-
cautionary measures were taken in the event of an outbreak,

but I am pleased to say that no case was reported to me.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

A. MEARNS FRASER,
Medical Officer of Health to the Port Sanitary Authorily.
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MReport of the Chief Fnspector of
TMuisances

FOR THE FYEAR 1800

NOTICES SERVED.

To Cleanse  Cellar - 1
. Cesspits - 24
iz Dwellinghouses - 167
o Bakehouses - 28
i Slaughterhouses - 38
& Common Lodging Houses 6
= Cowshed - 1
e Workshops - a0
5 Laundries - 16
% Drains . = 407
- Water Closets and Pans 102
- Yards, Stables, Sties, etc. 69
i Dead Well - 1
; Filthy Bedding - 1
- Spouting - 10
To Remove Animals E 4
- Manure - 72
: Refuse - G4
e Rags - 61
4 Stagnant Water - 7
i Human Excrement - 9
i Bones - 4
. Offal - 1
To Repair  Cellar Coverings - d:
- Drains - 785
o Soil Pipes - 13
i Rain Water Spouts - 146
,. Water Closets - 13
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To Repair Urinal - - -

3 Water Closet Fittings -
" Dwellinghouses :
" Rain Water Tank - -

Sanitary Defects in Dwellinghouses
Sanitary Defects in Workshops -
Sanitary Defects in Dairies, Cowsheds,

and Milkshops - -
To Construct Smoke Consuming Apparatus -
Yard Traps - -

24 Rain Water Spouting
To Provide New Water Closet Pans -

. Scullery Sinks . -

o Extra W.C. Accommodation -
To Repave  Yards, Stables, Sties, etc.
To Ventilate Drains - -
To Raise or Repair Ventilating Shafts .
To Ventilate Workshops - -
To Drain Yards, Stables, and Sties -
To Comply with Slaughterhouse Bye-Laws -
To Comply with Nuisances' Bye-Laws -
To Disconnect Rain Water Pipe from Drain -
To Disconnect Waste Pipes from Soil Pipes -
To Tank Manure Pits - -
To Fill in Dead Wells - =
To Lay on Water to Dwellinghouses -
To Connect Premises with Main Sewer -
To Discontinue Overcrowding in Tents and Vans
Dwellinghouses
Workshops

n

L] ]

iE L} ]

Total

NUISANCES REMOVED.

Cesspits - - Cleansed
Drains - - i -
Cellars - - o -

-
e
-

-t

=1

b

| LR 1

—
LS o BD

i

0ad
45
42

—
e 00 R 0o

= bD e

S LD bO
a4 v 00

S

45!

20
198
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Slaughterhouses
Dwellinghouses

Common Lodging Houses
Bakehouses -
Workshops -

Laundries

Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops

Yards, Stables, and Sties
Water Closets and Pans
Filthy Bedding

Ditches -

Rain Water Spouting
Manure -

Animals -

Refuse -

Stagnant Water

Rags -

Human Excrement
Bones -

Offal -

Water Closet Fittings
Water Closets

Drains -

Rain Water Spouts
Cellar Coverings

Soil Pipes -
Dwellinghouses

Sanitary Defects in Dwellinghouses
Workshops

1" 1

" F}

Cleansed

11

Dairies, Cowsheds,

and Milkshops ,1
Constructed -

Yard Traps -

Smoke Nuisances Abated
[Rain Water Spouting
New W.C. Pans

Scullery Sinks

Provided
18

1}

42
153

8H
(3
924
143

=

i
11
108
1559
92

6

24

20

-
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Drains Ventilated - - 76
Ventilating Shafts Raised or Repaired - 38
Laundries - Ventilated - 2
Water Closet - g 1
Water Laid On to Dwellinghouses - 6
Premises Connected with Main Sewer - 68
Yards, Stables, Sties, etc., Paved = h47
Raimm Water Pipes Disconnected from Drain - 1
Waste Pipes Disconnected from Soil Pipes - 5
Stables Drained - - 7
Dead Wells Filled in 9
Overcrowding Discontinued in Dwellinghouses - 20
2 = Workshops = 29

i o Vans and Tents - 206
Slaughterhouse Bye-Laws Complied with - 13
Nuisance i = - 6
Common Lodging House Bye-Laws Complied with 1
Total - 4858

The following Articles of Food have been seized by the
Inspectors, or given up by the owners for the purpose of

destruction, as unfit for the Food of Man, viz. :—

Carcases of Beef = =

- Pigs
5 Sheep -

Colonial Beef -
Corned Beef - -
Pieces of Beef <

Pork Chines - .
Rabbits - -
Bloaters - -
Kippers - -

Haddock

11
B
qr. 1

cwt, 1%
- Ibs. 30
cwi. 2
- 15
Boxes 464
5 79
wt s 76
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Mackerel - - - - tons 2

5 - - - Boxes 2
Whiting - - - cwt. 8
Bream - - - Boxes 7
Mixed Fish - - - Kits 6
Escalops - - - Bag 1
Dog-fish - - - Boxes 5
Shrimps - - - Box 1
Winkles - - - Bags 7
Crabs - - - 18
Salmon - - 1
Salt Cod Fish - - - cwt. 1
Mullet - - - Boxes 3
Trout - - - Box 1
Oranges - - - 600
Lemons - - Cases, 400 in each, 6
Cherries - - Baskets 75
Tomatoes - - - Bushel 1
Pears - - - Cases 40

INSPECTION.

During the year 4,599 Notices were served to abate
Nuisances, and 4,858 Nuisances were removed.

7,725 Dwelling-houses were inspected.

4,365 Slaughter-house visits have been made.

1,875 Visits have been made to the various Dairies,
Cowsheds and Milk Shops.

1,172 Visits have been paid to the Common Lodging
Houses, of which 419 were late night Visits,

2 384 Visits were made to the difterent Bakehouses.

4,205 Visits were made by the Workshop Inspector
(Inspector Benjamin) to the various Workshops.

1,040 Complaints have been made at the Office relative
to Nuisances, and received attention,
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

During the year 2,001 Cases of Infectious or Zymotic

Diseases have been visited and investigated.

FOOD AND DRUGS’ ACT.

During the year 157 samples of Food and Drugs have
been obtained by the Inspector, and submitted to the Public
Analyst for analysis.

DRAINS.

[ have to report that a far larger number of Drains have
been tested during the year than in any previous year. No
less than 5,891 Drains have been tested, and re-tested on
repair, the number found defective amounted to 2,844 or 452
per cent. The “water test” has been applied to repaired
Drains wherever practicable, and especially where Drains pass
under houses, such Drains being laid on and covered with
concrete.

The Drains of the following Board Schools have been
relaid, and tested by the “ water test” under the superinten-
dence of your Inspectors, viz.: Milton, Binsteed Road,
Wellington Place, Flying Bull Lane, Conway Street and
Omega Street.

At the request of the Guardians the whole of the
Drainage of the Portsea Island Union Workhouse and out-
buildings were examined, and the various defects found to
exist, reported upon,

PROSECUTIONS AND FINES.
Public Health A, 1875.

Proceedings were instituted in 20 Cases against owners
of property under the above Act, for non-compliance with
Notices to abate Nuisances.
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Orders were made by the Court in 15 Cases for the
abatement of the Nuisances, and the Costs amounting to £8 19s,
Gd. imposed, and the remaining Cases were withdrawn on the
work being carried out to the satisfaction of the Authority.

Food and Drugs’ Acls . —

Proceedings were also taken against 11 Purveyors of
Milk for adulteration,

Fines and Costs amounting to £14 8s. 6d. were inflicted
in 8 Cases, the 3 remaining cases being dismissed.
I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

FRED L. BELL,

Cert. San. fust.,
Cluef Tnspeclor of Nuisances.
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Contagious Discascs (Elnimals) Elct,

INSPECTOR’S REPORT

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 3158, 1896.

INSPECTION OF CATTLE.
The undermentioned cattle have been inspected during
the yecar, the majority arriving at the Railway Station from
vartous markets and other places.

Beasts 8,958
Sheep 52,199
Calves s Gars 9,298
Pigs 19,814

Total 86,269

INSPECTION OF CATTLE TRUCKS, ETC.— 2,650
cattle trucks, 1,193 horse boxes, and 405 tow boats have been
inspected, and in every case I found them thoroughly cleansed
and lime-washed, as required by the act. |

SWINE FEVER.—There have only been four outbreaks
of this discase during the year, but a large number of suspicious
cases have come to my notice.  Prompt action in dealing
with these cases has prevented further outbreaks.

The marked decrease of outbreaks and general improve-
ment in the condition of pigs in the Borough is due mainly to
the prompt actions taken by the Board of Agriculture, and the
destruction of old sties, the sites being properly deoderized,
and sties rebuilt according to Sanitary instructions ; also by
the owners following my advice regarding selection and

rearing of pigs.
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RABIES.—In the beginning of the year a number of dogs
were seized under the Dogs’ Act, 1871, giving the police power
to detain any stray dogs. On 28th May, 1896, the Rabies
Order of 1895 was put into force by the Local Authority at the
request of the DBoard of Agriculture, which gave power
to the police to detain any unmuzzled dogs except those
wearing collars with the name and address of owner engraved
thereon. The number of dogs seized by the police during the
yvear was 721, of which 495 were destroyed, and 226 were
either sold or returned to their respective owners on payment
of expenses.  Many suspicious cases have been reported to me
during the vear, but on examination they were found to be
free from rabies, but suffering from ecither mange, distemper,
or teething.

OTHER DISEASES.—During the year my attention has
been called to several supposed cases of contagious diseases in
horses and cows; but on examination and isolation, no
contagion became apparent.

PROSECUTIONS.—I am pleased to state that during
the year no prosecutions have been instituted for any
infringement of this act.

Although such a marked decrease of diseases and general
improvement in all the classes of animals throughout this
Borough 1s noticeable, the duties have greatly increased.

I ind Mr. W. H. Turner a very efhicient officer in

assisting me to carry out these duties, which require our
strictest care and attention,
I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
G. W. MONKCOM,

Iuspector wnder the Contasions Diseases (Anemals’) Act.



Report of the [Public Elnalyst

FOR THE

Dear ending December 318, 1896.

J. MOORE MURRAY, M.Sc, F.CS,
Public Analyst.
Town HaLL, PORTsSMOUTH,

JaNuary 3lst, 1897.
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Report of the [Public Enalyst

For THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER slsT, 1896,

To the Chairman and Members of the Finance Committee.
GENTLEMEN,

During the year 1896, 167 samples of food and drugs
were analysed, of which number 157 were taken by your
Inspectors, and 10 submitted by private individuals.

Taking the population of Portsmouth (in 1896) as 178,639,
the number of samples of all kinds taken in the year is equiva-
lent to one for every 1,063 persons.

Of the total number of samples, 33, or 19-76 per cent were
found adulterated. The percentage of adulterated articles
taken by the Inspectors was 17:85, and the percentage of
articles adulterated submitted by private individuals was 500,

From the returns published by the Local Government
Board, it appears that of the 43,962 samples analysed in 1895,
43,795 were obtained by the officers of local authorities, of which
4,095 or 93 per cent were found adulterated : and only 167
were taken by private purchasers, and of these as many as 60
or 359 per cent were condemned.  From these facts it may be
concluded that the ofhcers of the local authoritics become
known to the vendors of adulterated articles, who are thus
prepared to supply them with genuine samples, whilst they sell
adulterated articles to an indifferent public.  The fixed charge
for the analysis of private samples is so small (2s. 6d.) that it is
difficult to understand why the public refuse the opportunity
of protecting themselves from unscrupulous tradesmen,
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Milk ...
Butter
Coffec
Pepper
Arrowroot
Vinegar
Whiskey
Rum

Gin ...
Sal Volatile
Hop Ale
Cordial

LR

O

(Y
L]

LR
o w

" aow
o

(]
o
LY

LY
R

TABLE

R
Rl
boa
-
RO
-
-
L]
-
W
LR
.

67

The following is a hist of samples analysed :—

84

Showing the number of Samples Analysed during the

last Ten Years.

Y ear.

1887
1H5S
1584
15410
150
1552
I=93
[ 504
1585

1550

i _ Bread o Wines B Nao. u:[ Samples
IPotal | Milk Butter] and 4 and | Deogs : fomnnd
Floar | €ries Spirits 27 dries Adulterated.

164 145 o 7 B [ 30

200} oG | 42 | 9 U 17

206 ( 102 L1 b i 22 1 35

187 121 25 1 34 i 14

205 110 [ | B 44 25 1 4)

L 124 24 1 24 15 T b

218 141 i 1 12 14 it a1

Lt 126 24 1 15 20 1y ] ar

257 145 g 3 30 I8 H 0

1655 54 | 18 L 2 i 1) b
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During the year I have also analysed for the Police
Authorities a sample of tea and a white powder, which were
suspected of containing poison ; and during the regretted illness
of the Medical Ofhicer of Health, I have made the monthly
analysis of water supplied to the town.

The following table shows the number of adulterated,
inferior and genuine samples, with the totals, and the number
and names of those of each kind.

| Sent in by | .-\lll:l|lul':ttu|1| Inferior | Genuine |
. | -
Article s = | E 2= :’-':‘, = E | = Z |Totals
2 |88| 8 |28| & |E8| 8 |25 |
5 |25| & |ZB| & (E5| R |£E|
| 8 |/Af | & o/ | 8 |l | | TN
e ) | = | = =
Ry B I
Milk ~ | 4] 2 | 7 | 2 |
Butter ool gt 0 3 1 g W Rl e 2 | 18
Coffee o o O R W e LS R
| f | '
Pepper e | 12 o A [ T 12 o ; 12
Vinegar 2 I 10 b 2. -1 i t
Sal Volatile ... 6 | 1 5 | &
Whiskey R (85 - | S 3 1 e 18
|
|
Bum 3 1 1 1 3
Gin 1 W (I o co Aol
|
Hop Ale 1 | s 1
Cordial 1 1 1
Arrowroot 2 - 2 2
Totals | 157 10 24 0 12 1 | 117 4 ‘ 16T
| | [ :

MILK,—The samples of milk analysed numbered 84, of
which 20 or 238 per cent. were adulterated.  The returns of
the Local Government Board show that in 1895, of the samples
of milk analysed throughout the country 11°1 per cent. were
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adulterated. The seven samples of milk returned as “inferior”
were all under the standard suggested by the witnesses ex-
amined by the Royal Commission on food and drugs.

The 57 samples of milk reported as of genuine composi-
tion were all of very good quality.

It is still the practice of milk sellers to add preservatives
to milk, but in the genuine samples analysed few contained any
preservatives. Unless there 1s an excess of preservative added,
the samples are not regarded as adulterated, as it is a question
upon which medical experts are not agreed as to whether such
preservatives as boric acid are harmful.

BUTTER.—Of the 18 samples of butter analysed 2 or
11'1 per cent. were found adulterated. The percentage of
samples, taken throughout the country found adulterated
in 1895 was 8:2. Most of the samples analysed contained boric
acid, but the Local Government Board does not advise such
samples to be returned as adulterated.

COFFEE.—Only one sample of coffee or 7-1 per cent. of
the number analysed was found to be adulterated. The other
samples were of very good quality.

VINEGAR.—Three out of seven, or 42'S per cent. of
the samples of vinegar analysed were found to be adulterated,
and most of the other samples were of very poor quality.

SPIRITS. — 227 per cent. of the samples of spirits
analysed were deficient in strength and therefore returned as
adulterated. The per cent. found adulterated in the whole of
the country in 1895 was 16+5,
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The following table shows the action taken in each case
adulteration and the result (if any) of such action :—

of

|
| Nature of By whom Amonnt of adultera- Lo
No. =L }Jlu ol shained i, Remarks.
1 | Cordial ...| Private person| 1-73 p.c. aleohol !
2 | Coffee ...| Inspector b p.c. chicor ¥ .o, Submitted to Town Clerk,
| No prosecution,
3 | Butter ... Private person| 10 p.c. foreign fat ...
4 | Milk ., Do, 6% p.e. cream extracted |
5  Hop Ale T, 099 p.c. aleohol e
6 | Milk ...\ Inspector ...[ 4 p.c. eream extracted...| Submitted to Town Clerk.
No proseention.
1 | Whiskey Dao, .| 27°6 p.e. under proof ...| Submitted to Town Clerk.
No prosecution.
8 | Rum [, ---| 2077 pie. da, .+o| Submitted to Town Clerk.
Card in bar.
9 | Whiskey Do 3 pe. da. .| Submitted to Town Clerk.
Card in bar.
10 | Whiskey Da. .s| 2007 puc. do, oo Submitted to Town Clerk.
Card in bar,
1L | Milk ... Mo, «es| 20 p.e. eream extracted | Fined £1 and 124, eosba,
12 | Vinegar... D, --:| Sulphurie acid 09 p.c. No prosecution.
So o4
13 l Da. Do, . Sulphurie acid 07 p.c. Do,
' ; So 4
14 Do, Do, . Sulphurie acid ‘13 p.e. Do,
Bo 4
5 | Butter ..., Do, woo| 3671 poe. foreign fat ...| Fined 27s. and 13s. costs.
16 | Milk Do - 8 p.e. cream extracted...| Fined 17s. 6d., including
COETE,
17 Do, Do. .| 92 p.c. do. .-.| Prosecuted—case dismissed,
| only 1d. charged for milk
18 Do, ... [he. . 4 pe. do. voo| Prosecuted—case dismissed,
H] Do: | .. Do, .| 4 p.e. do. «o.| Fined fs. towards costs,
20 Do, | Do, | 8 p.e. o eoe) IPined 10s.
21 Do, Do, .| D88 p.e. do. ««+| Fined £5, or a month's im-
' | prisonment,
22 Do, D, .+| B p-c. do. ... Fined 10s. and 125, costs.
23 Do, ... Do, 112 pe. do. v++| Case dismissed.
24 Do. ...| Private p-r-lwu 32 p.c. do,
25 Do. ...| Inspector .../ 16 p.e. do. oo Fined £2 and £1 25 costa.
26 Do, I, . 84 p.e. do. .-.| Submitted to Town Clerk.
. | | No prosecution.
27 | Whiskey Do, .-+ 3007 p.e. under prm:»f.,.l No proseeution — label on
' bottle,
25 | Milk Dao. - Idd0p.cereamextracted Taken in course of delivery
| at Portsea Island Union.
29 Do, Do, o 12 pee. do. ..| Case withdrawn, Cork came
out of second part.
0 Rum .. o, - 26:20 pe. under proof...| No prosecution.
31 | Gin Do, 36-23 o, | No prosecution — label on
I bottle.
32 | Milk Do, «oef i pee. eream extracted | Case withdrawn.
33 s, Da, . 20 p.e. do, .| No prosecution—eork came
out of second part.
I
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PROSECUTIONSWere instituted in 13 Cases, Fines

being imposed in 8 Cases.

FINES.—From the above table it will be seen that Fines
amounting to £11 9s. 6d. were ordered to be paid, and in
addition Costs amounting to £2 19s. 0d.

It will be also seen that prosecutions were not instituted
in cases where cards were exhibited in the Bar in which the
spirits were purchased, and when labels stating the strength of
the spirit supplied were fixed to the bottles. I am of opinion
that such a defence would not be valid, having regard to the
fact that the constitution of Whiskey, Brandy, Rum and Gin is
defined by the Amendment Act of 1879, as far as strength is
concerned.®

-No. 17.—This case was dismissed by the Magistrates
because only one penny was charged, consequently there was
no prosecution in Case No. 26,

The Inspector has no control over the charge made for
the sample, and does not pay for it until he has received it. If
such a defence is valid it will defeat the proper working of the
Act, and to prevent this, I think, in cases which are dismissed
on account of the low charge for the sample, appeals should be
instituted.

In cases where for various reasons it is not deemed
advisable to institute proceedings, I would suggest that
cautionary letters be addressed by the Town Clerk to the
vendors of the adulterated articles. At the same time, this
action must not be taken to mean that the Council will refrain
from prosecuting in all future cases, which are similar as
regards nature and extent of adulteration.

*Brentford Petty Sessions, Middlesex County ». William Palmer, January 26th, 1807,
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I would remind you that I commenced my duties in
August, since which time I have analysed 118 samples, of which
23 or 194 per cent were found to be adulterated. Prosecu-
tions were instituted in thirteen cases and fines amounting to
£11 9s. 6d. were ordered to be paid in addition to costs
amounting to £2 19s. (d.

[ have the honor to be, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

J. MOORE MURRAY,

Public Analyst.









