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PORTL. B iC

E&DHT OF THE MEDIC.L OFFICER OF HELLTH
for the year ended st December 1969

June 1970

To the Chairmen and Members of the
Portland Urban District Council

Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit for your information and consideration my
Report for the year 1969 on the Health and Sanitary circumstances of the Urban
District.

So far as infectious diseases were concerned, it was once again a very
quiet year, the largest number of notifications (19) being in respect of a
mild form of dysentery.

The Vital Statisties of the district are reproduced on form 5.0, 52
supplied by the Registrar General,

It is again a pleasure to place on record my appreciatlon of the courtesy
and consideration which has beeon extended to me by the Council throughout the
year. I am most grateful to my fellow officials and to the Gouncil staff
generally for their helpful co-cperatiom. In particular Mr. Williams your
Fublic Health Inspector, and my Clerical .issistant, Miss Valerie Scriven, have
helped greatly to promote the efficiency of the Fublic Health Department.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient Servant,

vl oy u{:_:'dg{(:{,ci 33
rLth

ical Officer o th.

Fublic Health Department Staff

1 B9 Medical Officer of Health, Dr. E. J. Gorden Wallace.

Ze Fublic Health Inspector, Mr, F. i. Williame, M..i.F.H.I., i.M.I.M.M.E.
3a Clerk (part-time) Miss Valerie Scriven.

be Sanitary Aissistant/Rodent Operative, dMr, T. Llewellyn.

GENERAL STLTISTICS

Area (land and internal water) in acres 2,905
Rateable Value at lst .pril 1969 £372,740
Sum represented by the Penny Rate at 1st .pril 1969 £1,514
No. of houses or flats (exclusive of Government

properties) lst .pril 1969 2,97
Ho. of Council houses or flats (included in above) (729)
Shops assesscd with private dwelling accommodation 81
Licensed Premises, hotels or boarding houses A
Miscellanecus (shops, offices, huts, garages) 1,175
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HOUSLNG ACT 1 = i DCCLUPATLON

Under the Housing Act, 1961, 68 visits were made to the 31 houses
occupied by more than one family and 15 informal notices, meinly for
egzential repairs end werirwding_a_mi cne in regerd to a fire-escape
and cne for rubbish removal were issued,. Che' Btatlitory- Nokice. wasd régquired.

There are no Common Lodging houses in the area, There iz howaver
a Salvaticon Army Heostel with zeventy cubicles which is well mainfaired,
The fire-escape was improved after consultation with the County Fire
Officer's Department,

NATIONAL ASSIST ACT 1 h

NATICNAL ASSISTAKCE {AAENDMENT ) ACT 1951

No formal action was required during the year but 26 visite were made
to aged and infirm persons and help and guidance given as needed.

CARAVAN STTES AND CORTROL OF DEVELORUENT ACT lﬁﬂl
There are three licenced caravan gites on the Igland,

(1) Hessrs, H. H. 4. and B. 4. W. Cade of 27, Shiremore Hill, Merriott,
Somerzet, for five residential ceravans and six heoliday ceravans on the
gite adjoining 154 Wakeham,

(2) Mr, H. W, and #ra. D. Legs of the Higher Lighthouse, Portlend
Bill, for use of land at the rear of Weston House, Weston foad, (called
Wegton Caravan Site) for sixteen residential caravans,

The Council's Engineer & Surveyor informs me that in October, 1963
this site was given permanent Planning Approval.

(3) desers, Cove Chalet Park (Portland) for thirty holiday csravans
in western, upper and lowver paddocks adjoining Pennsylvanie Castle.

THE DISEASE OF ANIMALS (wASTE FOOD) ORDER 1957

The County Council forwarded copieas of all licences issued and
en inspector from the County Land Agent's Department visited all the
plg=keepers'! premises regularly, Fifteen vieitz were made to the pig-
kaepera! premises by the Public Health Inspector when conditions were
found to be satisfactery, All swill is boiled.

ANTMAL BOARDING ACT 195%

PET ANTMALS ACT 1951
There were two licenced pet shops on Portland during the year.

The local R.S5.P.C.A. Inspector remained an Honorary Inspector
under the Pet Animals Act.

The Annual Portland Fair in November wasz wisited by the Public
Health Inspector in relation to the Acts,

LETHAL CHAMBER FOR ANL4ALS

The cabinets loaned to the Council by the R.S5.P.C.A. for the humane
destruction of unwanted cats and doge were available st the Council's
Wide Street Depot on Wednesday afterncons and Ssturday mornings, The
serviceis free, but a voluntary donation may be made to the Society
to pay for the chloroform for cats and the maintaining of the elactric
cabinet for dogs., This electric cabinet was inspected by the makers for
efficiency twice during the year. 27 dogs or puppies and 23 cats or
kittens were humanely destroyed.
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suthority is given to him to require work to be carried out
on private sewers, in the mane of the Ccuncil, to ensure early -
action in emergency, and apportiomment of cost. between owners.

The Council's Sanitary assistant carried out most of the
rodent destruction throughout the area, (mpart from Crown properties)
disinfestations and disinfections of building, burning of
accumulations, spraying of the Council's tip, and other miscellansous
duties,

PUBLIC HBALTH ACT 1936, CLEAN AIR ACT 1956, DUST AND SMOKR

Under the Fubllie Health ..ct occasional checks were made on the
stone crusher at Wekeham and at the Loading Quey at Cestletown,

regarding dust.

«t Wakeham a change in the process necessitated numerous
reminders to the owners on precautions to minmimise a dust nuisance
in the loeality.

Twelve vigits wers made to the ecrusher and fourteen to the
loading quay. There has becn no serious smoke problem in the area
and there are no smoke control areas on the Iglard,

The Naval Base sometimes causes black smoks during fire-fighting
practices but it is usually arranged for these to take place when
the winde are off-czhore.

FPartland has ppproximetely 4,260 dwellings and business premises
and drairage from these, with few exceptions, passes into sewers
and out to see untreated through four outfalls, at Chiswell, Chens,
Portland Eill and Sheat,

Apart from a small area et the end of kakeham, all the Tophill
sewerage enters the ses by natural fall but in the Underhill area
all sewage‘ : iz pumped into the sea at Chiswell,

The Grove area comprising of the EBorstal Institution and the
Dfficers Quarters, the Grove School and two large houses in the area
and a pew Estate of ten houses for the Berstal Institubtion are .
connected to the Institution's private sewer outfall.

The Admiralty have private outfalls from the Haval Base and other
establishments adjoining, which enter the sea outside the harbour,

Following complaints alleging sewage contaminisation at Church
Ope Cove, samples of sea water were taken for bacteriologieal
examination at various states of the tide on the 22nd and 25th August
and the 3rd and 22nd September. No coliform or other organisms suggest-
ing scwape: cohtamination were detected, I am most grateful to Dr,
George Tee of the Public Health Laboratory at Dorechester who personally
carried out these investigaticns.

The sewsr of the new Westcliff Hawal housing accommedation and
caravan site and the large .dmiralty building:s at Southwell are
connected to the Council's sewers, although surface water is disposed

of separately.,

The provision of a separate surface water system in connectlon
with the continued housing development in the Weston area has helped
the existing sewerage system to cop:c with the new development. &
wcheme to relieve the Weston sewer and to group the sewers to Sheat
outfall was commenced,
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