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PORTLAND URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

RE R T
on_the Health and Sanitary Circumstances of the
PORTLAND URBAK DISTRICT
YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMEER, 1567

Council Offices
PCRTIAND
Doraet

July 1968

Ta the Chairman and Members of the
Portland Urban Distriet Council

Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I hawve the honour to submit for your information and consideration
my Report for the year 1967 on the Health and Sanitary circumstances of
the Urban District.

So far as infectious diseages were concerned, it was & relatively
quiet year, except for messles, of which 346 cases were netifiedg
there were 17, cases in the first quarter of the year and 169 in the
second quarter., There was one death from measles.

The Mid 1967 population was estimated by the Registrar General
to be 12,010, Live births exceeded the number of deaths by 130,
The live birth rate, 19.65 per 1,000 estimated population was
approximately the same as that of the previous year (19.2), The death
rate of 8,82 per 1,000 estimated population was somewhat lower than
the death rate in the previous year (10,1) but there was a significant
inerease in the number of deaths from lung cancer (10) compared with
4 in the previous year,

It is again a pleasure to place on record my appreciation of the
courtesy and consideration which has been extended to me by the Council
throughcut the year. I am most grateful to my fellow officials and
to the Council staff generally for their helpful co-operation. In
particular Mr, Williams, your Public Health Inspector, and the part-
time clerical assistant, Miss. D. L. Butcher, have helped greatly to
promote the efficiency of the Public Health Department.

I have the honour to bae,
Your cbedisnt Servant,

A s
g d?atfij}h {bitijﬁiéﬁﬂ
) e

Medical Officer of Health

ficdy-)
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INFECTICIE DISEASES

Infectious diseases notified during the yeer, shown as
quarterly totals :

Merch Jue September December I
Measles 174 169 L 2 346
Food Polisoning & T 1 - 10
Scarlet Fever - - & 5 ]
FPuerperal Sepsis 1 - - - 1
Erysipelas 1 - - - 1
Dysentery - 1 i - 2
Tuberculosis, respiratory - - - L 1
FOOD POISONING

Ten caises of food poisoning were notified during the year,
% family of six were affected, but the causative organism was not
identified, Three single cases cccurred without the cause being
found, while the fourth case was due to Salmonella typhi murium,

PO

(1) General

4 careful check of food premises, often in conjunction with
visits under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises ict was made by
the Public Health Lnspector.

Twenty-Seven samplas were submitted for Laboratery examinations
by the Dorset County Council as Food and Drugs authority through their
Weights and Messures Department,

There were two complaints made to the Dorset County Council
from the public, In one case & needle was found in a plece of bread
and in the second a wasp in an ice cream. Proceedings were not
taken in either cese owing to insufficient evidence or special
circumstances but warning letters were forwarded,

Your Public Health inspactor issued forty-three Voluntary
Surrender Certificates for defective food.

Seven Informal Notices were issued for varicus miror items
under the Food Regulations.

(2) (a) Meat Premises

There are no registered slaughterhouses within the
district and all meat for bhuman consumption was inspected by Officers
of the adjeining authorities. It is considered that these arrangements
are adequate and no difficulty wasg experienced. The enclosed metal
vans used for bringing meat to the Island were regularly inspected
and no defects were found. All butchers' premises were inspected
together with provision shops selling meat products. Stendards were
considered to be in accordance with the Meat Regulations, 1960 and the
Food and Drugs Act, 1955,

(b) Sausage and Cooked Meat Premises
Twenty-eight visite were made to premises used for the production

or sale of sausage and cooked meatz, mainly in conjunction with butchers!
shops, These were considered to be maintained in a satisfactory condition.

( &)



Four visits were made to shops and canteens of the Hawval
bagse by invitation and two visits were made to H. i. Prison and Borstal.

(3) MLLK

The Dorget County Council registered eighteen grocers and
cafes under the #Milk (Special Designation) hegulations 1963 as dealere
for sale of pre-packed pacteurised milk, The Gounty Kealth Department
reported that twenty-eight milk samples were taken from retailers and
school premises in Portland and that one failed to pass the methylene
blue test.

The main suppliers of milk are Mesars Lovells Creameries
Limited and the Weymouth & District Co-operative Society, both at

Weymouth,

The Council's Fublic Health Inspector paid six viasits to
the Island's two farms regarding toilet facilities, rodent control
and manure removal, Two Preliminary Notices were serwved and further
action was unnecessary

There are no pasteurisation plants within Portland, and
the milk was taken to the meinlend for pasteurisation,

The Dorset County Council's Weights & Measures Department
obtained twenty-seven samples of milk for testing for fat content
and guality in relation to description, and these were correct.

(4) Summsry
Food premizes within the area are as follows :
Butl:haral bhops LIl - LI L L 's
Bekersg'! Shops as ae v s 3l <]
Bakﬁriﬂﬁ - LR ® - L] Ly 3
Creengrocers ik e i e 5 1.
General Provision Shops .. . e . 35
Confectionery Shops e - e e 21
Works Canteens it ae . e .o z
School Canteens o i i e e 3
Hotels .. e a“sn .e e e e EI
Licensed Premises .. Fip o i e 33
Licensed Clubs e e i o .e 5
Salvation Army Hostels .. . oo .o 1
Eﬂf@s L) - L L L L L 12
Food Stalls ') e e w e . - 1

{5] F b io = Cafe and Fond Premises

Two Statutory Notices were gerwed following visits to hotels,
cafes and other food premises., Tuwelve Lnformal Notices were also
served, All fourteen hotices were complied with,

Generally speaking the standard of food hygiens is reascnably
gatlefactory.

WATER SUPFLY
A11 houses in the district have a main water supply from
the Council's Friar Waddon borehcle where the supply is chlorinated.
One sample of the public water supply for chemical analysis was submitted
to Messre Waterfall & O'Brien of Bristol.






HOUSIHG ACTS 1956-1964

During 1967 the eight undermentioned pragarties were the
subject of Official Hepresentation under Section 16 of the Housing
Act, 1957, and action was taken by the Council as indicated,

No., 4 tierton Terrace Closing Order

No. 19 kakeham Closing Order

No. 80/804 rallams Demolition Order

No, 82 Mallams Demolition Order

No.139 Chiswell Closing Order

No, 17 Clements Lane Closing Order

No., 20 Grove Road Closing Crder

No.136 Fortuneswell Closing Order

Action teken re houses officislly represented in previous
years :

No. 17 & 19 High Street Closing Ordess determined

No, L5 Grove Road Cloging Order determined

Ko. 68 Weston Road on which there was a Cleosing Order
previously was demolished during the year,

ST,GRORGE'S CHURCHYARD

Section 269 of the Local Government Act, 1933,
Section 18 of the Burial Aet 1855,

An Order in Council for the closing of S5t.George's Churchyard,
Fortland, was made on the 20th December, 1967 to discontinue further
burials fqpart from family graves) and the Urban Distriect Council is
now responsible for the maintenance of this churchyard,

NG ACT 1 — MULTTPLE OCCUPATION

Under the Housing Act, 1961, twenty visits were made to
houses occupied by more than one family, and thirteen preliminary
notices were served on owners dealing with such matters as permitted
mumberg, fecilities to be provided etc,

CARAVAN AKD ITROL OF DEVELOPMENT ACT 1

There are three licenced earavan sgites on the I=land,

(1) Hesers H. E, ¥, and B.AW. Cade of 27 Shiremoor Hill,
Merriclt, Somerset for five residential carawmns and six holiday
caravans on the site adjoining 154 Wakeham,

. (2) Mr, H. W. and #rs, D. Legg of Higher Lighthouse,
Portland Bill, for use of land at the reer of leston House,
Weston Road (called Weston House Caravan Site) for sixteen residential
CATAVALS .

{3) Messrs Cove Chelet Park (Portland) Ltd,, for thirty
holiday caravans in western, upper and lower paddocks adjoining
Pennsylvenia Castle,

The Fublic Health Inspector wvigited all the caravan sites
regularly, a total of thirty-five visits being made. Another twenty-
three visits were made to exercise some control on casual camping
throughout the open sreas of the Island., 4s meny of the open spaces
are Crown Land, lisison was maintained with the Crown Officers.

A large area of open land at Portland Bill in warious
ownerships necessitated a2 weekly check of caravans and tents,

An application to establish a Chalet Camp close to Portland
Bill was referred back for further details of sewage disposal,

B



NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 1 SECTICN 47
NATICNAL ASSISTANCE ARENLGENT ACT

No formal action wes taken during the year, but tweniy-cne
visite were made to aged and infirm persons and help and guidence given

as needed.
UBLIC } H ([NFECTLCUS DISE GULATLE
T 1 (SE OF ANIMALS (W CRDER

The County Council forwarded copies of all licences issued
end an inspector from the County Lands Agent Department visited all the
pig-keepers' premises once every ten weeks. Ten vigits were made to
the five pig-keepers' premises by the Public Health Inspector when
conditions were found to be satisfectory. 411 the swill was boiled.

ANTMAT, BOARDING AGT 1953
T ANTMATS ACT 1951

There were no licenced pet sheps on Portland during the
year, The County Council licences one premises under the Riding
Schools Act 1965 and five visits were made by the Public Health
Inspector to supervise the requirements of the Vetinary Inspector
for constructional detail.

The local R.5.FP.C.a. Inspecter remained an honorary lnspector
under the Pet Animals Act.

The anmuel Portland Fair in November was visited by the
Public Health Inspector in relation to the Acta,

LETHAL CHAMBER FOR ANIMALS

The cabinets loaned to the Couneil by the R.S.P.C.4. for
the humene destruction of umwented cate and doge were a2vailsble
at the Council's Wide Street Depot on Wednesday afternoons and
Soturday mernings. The service is fres, but a voluntary donation
may be made to the Soclety to pay for the chloroform for catsz and
the mainteining of the electric cabinet for doge. This electriec
cebinet wes inspected by the makers for efficiency twice during
the year. Twenty-five dogs and puppies and twenty-two cate or
kittens were bumanely destroyed.

DEALERS IN SCRAP (ETAL

Four persons were reglstered by the Council to deal
in scrap metzl under the Scrap Metal Dealers fct 1964 and ten visits
were made by the Public Health Inspector. The general inspsction
of books and premises were, by the Act, transferred to the County
Police,

MINES AND QUARRIES ACT 1954, SECTION 153
PUBLIC HEALTH 4CT 1 SEGTI0ON

Thirty-four visits were made to check gquerry fences
throughout the Island. Six informal notices were sent to ths two
quarry companies requiring adjustments or renewal of fences,

The Engineer's Department carried out a survey to estimate
possible danger from spoil heaps but the stone tips on Portland are
generelly secure from this point of view,.

LLTTER ACT 1938
The Council and the Crown Officers and Court Leet work
together to minimise the litter problem at Portland Bill and other Crown
Lend open to the public., The throwing of rubbish into dis-used quarries
is causing considerable concern. During the year a large amount of
displaced soil which became availsble from private and Council projects
wis used to cover over such refuse., Fublicity from a prosecution brought
by the Police under the Litter Act was slso of some assistance and at Portland

Gill the high winds undoubtedly helped to disperse the large amount of paper
litter left behind by wisiteors.
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SWIMIING BATHS, TOFHILL AND UNDERHILL JUNICR SCHOOLS

Theze baths are chlorinated by drip feed in continuous flow,
The County Public Heslth Engineer's staff take samples to ensure that
the water is clean and sterile throughout the year,

¥ {LENCES

There are twelve public conveniences for men and ten
for women. These are maintained in reasonable structural condition
although several should be modernised by the addition of wash hand
basina., During the year a new convenience for men and women was
opened at Verne Yeates which has provided the essential service for
the large number of visitors who view the Chesil Beach from this
point during the cummer,

The public conveniences at FPortland Bill sre still
inadequate during the peak summer period.

Inspection of all conveniences were carried out once a
month by the Public Health Inspector and reports made to the Engineer
& Surveyor's Department which is responsible for maintenance,

DRAINAGE AND GENERAL WORK

Tha Health Department carried out the clearing of drains
and private sewers by direct labour at no direct charge to the
property owmers but Notlices were served on the owners for drainage
repairg or improvement on drains giving recurrent trouble,

With the appointment of a new Building lnspector extra
supervision was available but the Public Health Inspecter continued
to interest himself in new and old drainage and improvements,

The Fublic Health Inspector also continued to check and
test all repalrs and dealt with enquiries regarding existing drainsge
throughout the Island., The usual method of testing was by smoke
machine,

The Council's Sanitary Assigtant carried out most of the
rodent destruction throughout the area, (apart from Crown properties),
drain clearance, disinfections and disinfestations of buildings,
burning up of accumulations disposing of unwanted cats and dogs, the
spraying of the Council's Tip, sewer flushings, and other miscellansous
duties.

FUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936, CIEAN AIR ACT los6, DUST AND SMOKE

Under the Public Health Act a constant check was made of
the stone crusher off Wakeham, regerding grit and smoks but owing
to the wet summer the problem was not as noticeable as usual,
Fifteen visits were however made to advise or check on aquig\maut or
maintenance, The depression in the stone industry resulted in a
reduction of the dust nuisance which in the pest has been caused on
the ship loading quay at Castletown,

Two preliminary notices regarding smoke nuisance were
issued but there has been no serious smoke problem in the area and
there are no smoke conirol areas on the Island. The Naval base
are sometimes guilty of causing black smoke during fire fighting
practices but it is usually arranged for these to take place when the
winds are off-shore.

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Portland has spprozimately 4,044 dwellings and business premises
and drainage from these, with few exceptions passes into sewers and out
to sea untreated through four cutfalls, at Chiswell, Chene, Portland
Bill and Sheet.

{= a0}



Apart from & small area at the end of Waksham, all the Tophill
sewage enters the sea by natursl fell but in the Underhill area all
gewage is pumped into the sea at Chiswell.

The large surface water sewer through Chiswell which discharges
into the harbour was reconstructed for a considerable distance during
the year.

3 The Grove area comprising the Borstal Institution and the
Officers' Quarters, the Grove School and twe large houses in the area,
are comnected to the Uorstal Institution's private sewer and outfall,

The Admiralty have private outfalls from the Naval Bese and
other Establishments adjoining, which enter the sea outside the harbour,

No complaints were received regarding sewage on the beaches
during the year.

The sewers of the new Westeliffe Naval housing sccommodation
and caravan gite and the large Admiralty buildings at Southwell are
connected to the Council's sewers, although surface water is disposed
of elgevhere.

The continued heusing development particularly in the
Weston area caused at times of heavy rain sur-charging of the sewers
at Westeliffe, Weston Cornmer and wWeston Street. It would appear
that the exisbing sewersge capacity in this area is likely tb prove
inadequate in the near future if thiz situstion has not in fact
already been reached,

In the Southwell area where a Ministry enquiry confirmed
the Council's scheme for the relieving of the overloaded sewers the
gituation wes somewhat improved by the completion of a surface water
sewer around the new Estates which collected a lot of surface water
which hed previously flowed onto Sweethill Road, at times of heavy
rain, For the first time the Wakeham sewer was used with Couneil
approval for the disposal at sea of chicken manure from the large
chicken batteries in Moorfield Road, It iz hoped that this will
not cause any nuisance to properties in the vicinity of this length
of sewer due to the production of excess sewer gas,

ROLENT CONTROL

The distriet was consistently inspected for rate and other
rodents by the Fublic Health Inspector and the Council's part-time
rodent Operstive, )

The open gpaces on Tophill eespecially towards Portland Bill
attract inereasing numbers of suwmmer visitors who create problems
by lesving behind food and other refuse which finds its way inte
quarry spaces, affording ideal conditions for rats, :

The HMinistry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food methods of
disinfestation were used and there were regular visite from their
Officers to check the work,

Twice during the year the sewers were test-bsited and
poisor-baited according to the dinietry Inspector's advice, Extremely
low numbers of rats were found in the sewers, Eighty-six minor
cases of rat infestations were dealt with and no major rat infestation
cceurred,

Increasingly baits containing preservative were used both
in sewers and upon open land,

The Council Tip was baited twelve times during the year,

Number of visits of part-time Rodent Operative

(inspections and treatment) 994,
Minor infestations (rats and mice) reported or

found, and eradicated 141
Sewer manholes test-baited (two periods) 120
Sewer manholes poison-baited (two periods) 26
Owners advised regarding rat precasutions 21
Vieite made by Public Heelth Inspector primarily

for other purposes, but combined with rodent

inspection 986
Vieits made by Public Health inspector for

rodent matters only 23

{10



REFUSE COLLECTION

A weekly collection of house and shop refuse was carried out
regularly and satisfactorily throughout the year, The work is under
the contreol of the Council's Engincer & Surveyor,

One Commer 18 Cukric yard rear loading wertical tipping
covered lorry was used for refuse collection, and a driver and four
agsistants were employed on thisz vehicle,

It is estimated thet 4,300 tong of house and trade refuse
were disposed of during the year.

During the year & serious complaint was made to the Minigtry
regarding the conditions of the Wide Street Tip, and an Engineering
Inspector visited the tip but no adverse report was made although
the Council were advised to maintein fully controlled tipping along
the Ministry accepted lines,

OFFICES, SHOPS & RAITWAY FREWISES ACT 1963

Under this Act shops and offices are required to be
registered with the local suthority (mines, quarries and works offices,
railvay government and local govermment premises are registered with
H.M.Factory Inspector) and all premises are notified to the County

Fira Officer,
The Public Health Inspector is the autherised Officer under

the Act and the fourth full report to the Minister of labour at the
end of 1967 showed that one hundred and thirty-seven inspections

were made to sewventeen offices, seventy-nine retail shops, four
whelasale wershouges, seventeen catering establishrpents and three fuel

depots. There were one hundred and eighty-nine men and two hundred
and thirty-nine women employed in the premises registered with the
Pertland Council,

The Act draws special attention to heating, ventilation,
first aid, floor space, safety precautions, fire prevention and
welfare and requires a compulsory summary of the icts and Orders to
ba dieplayed in ezch premises or & book summary to be available to
all members of the staff,

This summary and bocks are obtaimable from H.i.Stationery
Office or from locel stationers, price 2/6d,

There are eleven exemptions permitted at present. Reminders
were necesgary drawing particular atiention to the reguirements,
especially to the hanging of compulsory ebstrects of the Act in each
premises, HNo accidents were reported to the Council during the

year,
VOLUNTARILY SURRENDEREL AND LISFOSED CF

Food No. of Items Weight
Meat (verious) 35 66 lbs,
Fish 4 3 lbs.
Tomstoes 32 30 1bs,
Peas 33 29 l1bs.
Baked Beans 23 28 1bs.
Oranges al 1 1b.
Pineapple 13 9 lbs,
Peaches 0 46 1lbs,
Apricots 4 4 1bs,
Pears 54 71 1bs.
Soup 667 336 1bs,
Jam : 2 2 1bs,
Pruit Gocktail 14 26 1bs,
Carrota 5 5 1ba,
Blackberries 4 3 Xha,
Grapefruit 5 6 1bs,.
Bacon 5 5 lbs,
Coconut Squares 4d eize 108 12 1bs,
Sage 2 2 lbz.
Rice 2 2 1bs,

)
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CHDE FOOD

Condemned food is collected by Council transport after voluntary
surrender has been agreed in writing, and is disposed of at the Council's
tip.

VISITS AND INSFEGITIONS, ETC. MADE BY THE PUELIC HEALTH INSPECTCR

Visits made re Housing o e o Fi i i Fi 137
Visits made under Public Health Acts .. i i . . 103
Housing 'Special Conditions' Applications .v  +s  as  as 91
Complaints Investigated ,. e S s & 2 aE R 67
Informal Notices issued .. W' i F e . as 56
Builders or owners interviewed .. an e i i e 110
Reinspections . . . s e . . . 122
Informal Notices complied with .. .n . . . . 56
Council House Tenancy enguiries - s "o i . 62
Housing Survey Inspections as . “s . . . 14
Aged and Infirm Persons .. o s 3 L i o 21
Council Houses s . s e s e s aa 339
Repair Items referred to Engineer & Surveyor's Department e 52
Houses let in lﬂﬂﬂiﬁgﬂ . . . s . e w 20
Informal Hotices issued ' e " w e & e ' 1.3
Statutory Notices issue” .. i o 4 oe . . 12
Informal Notices complied it e . = . . 13
'stﬂt.utﬂrf Hotices Eﬂmpliﬁd e . s ww e L] 12
Water Semples (bacteriological) e P .o . .. 55
Hﬂtﬂmwm L LI L - . - - . - - L] - 13
Water Hﬂﬁtﬂgﬂ rEPUTtEd e e 8 aa o e - 2?
Water Saamples (chemical) .. £ = . EiE - is 2
Butchers' sheps and meat preparation rooms .. . e . 28
Informal Hotices issued .. e i 2 o - _— &
Informal Notices complied s i .e - . -s d
G’Tﬂ‘f"ﬂra LRl L ] LY -0 LR L L L] LR 39
Ice Cream and Milk .. ’e . . e . e .s 24
Licgnaed Premlsas L - L LR} Ll - L] LRl u
Food Certificates issued e e . . e e e ﬂ
Glllbg 'R ] - & - LR - [ - - - - 5
Fﬂm Gﬂ:ﬂphi“ts iﬂWﬂtigﬁmd @ - e - - - 3
Notifications to Prﬁduﬂﬂrﬂ e e e e e e 1
Cafes .. e e . ak aih s . o . 13
GTEEHEL'EEETE aw .u na " - ' . " s a1
Informal Notices issued .. e - i i S e 12
Stetutory Notices issued .. aa - e . ww . 2
Informal Notices complied 5 . . . . .t 12
Statutory Notices complied . . B . .e . 2
H.d.Borstal & H.M.Prison Canteens s - - e as 2
Schools and School Canteens i o o o i En g
Fish Shﬂps - - . o e e e 'L e T
Vigits re drains = e i - i AR 45 n 129
Drains or sewers cleared .. e s - . —r - 103
Dreing H-PPI'U"J'Ed e . e e .e . e .e 6‘5‘
Drains ﬂmﬂkﬂ testead -s -w e . - e " 9
REi’ﬂEpEﬂtiDﬂﬂ .4 e -w e ' .. "y e 13'0
Sewerage items mentioned to Engineer & Surveyor's Department ., 11
Special investigations of defective sewers .. . e .e 6
H-Dl"tlgﬂgﬁd prﬂp&rtiea . e =u . o e e 49
Shops and Offices Acts ,, . . .. . . . 137
FEG'E-DI'}" Inﬂp&ﬂtiﬂns e ' e - e T ') l.l!'..?
Informal Hotices issued .. . .. o i e . 18
Informal Notices complied hox e o g S o 18



Council Tip and Depot we
Tip sprayed for flies .
Tip baited for flies .
Inspector™s vigits re rodents
Quarries inspected - fences
Informal Notices issued ..
Informal Notices complied
Fublic Conveniences .
School Conveniences e
Deposits removed from gquarries

Council and private building sites

Hackney Carriages ,. .
Dangerous Bulldings o=
Uﬂ-r&?&ﬂﬂ & & & & L
Farms and Chicken Battery
Informal Notices re farms
Informal Notices complied

Saptic tanks "e as
Tanks pumped e .
Pig F'I'Elliﬂ-ﬂﬁ o W

Noise Abatement e .
Informal Notices re Nolse
Informal Notices complied with
Garages re Petroleum Acts
Disinfestations (except rata)
Naval Bassa e e e
Tents, Vans and Sheds .
Casual Camping e .e
Diginfection of Dwelling ..

Pet Animals and Animal Boarding Acts

Fleaszure Boats - .
Cemetery . s .s
Misecellaneous i A
Summary

Informal Notices issued
Informal Notices complied with
Statutory Notices issued
Statutory Notices complied with

Total number of vizits or inspections made
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