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il AN D COUNCIL
REFORT

on the Health and Sanitary Circumstances of the
PﬂHTL&?ﬁ TRBAN DISTRICT

Y& ENDED DECEMELN 1l

Council Offices,
FORTLAND,
Dorset.

May, 1965

To the Chairman and Members of the
Portland Urban District Council.

Mr. Chairman, Lody and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit for your information and consideration
my Report for the year 1964 on the Health and Sanitary eircumstances of the
Urban District.

The only infsctious disecase of note was measles, of which sixty-
elght cases were notified. Five cases of respiratory tuberculosis were
notified during the year. There were no deaths from the infectious diseases,

The mid 1964 population as estimated by the Registrar General was
11,800, Live births exceeded the number of deaths by ninety-three. The live
birth rete, 16.61 per thousand estimated population, showed an increase over
that in the previous year (13.88),

It is again a plesasure to place on record my appreciation of the
courtesy and consideration which has been extended to me by the Council
throughout the year. I am also most grateful to ry fellow officials and to
the Council staff generally for their halpful co-operation. In particular,
Mr. Williams, your Putlic Health Inspector, and the part-tima cleriecal
assistant, Miss M. Crabb, have halped greatly to promote the efficiency of the
Public Health Department,

I have the honour to ba,
Your cbedient Serwant,

Medieal Officer of Health
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*Comparability Factor. Thisi worked for each District by the
Registrar General.

In his circular dated 17th March, 1965, G.R.0. Circular (M.0.H.) No.
3/1965, the Registrar General states, "The area comparability factors for use
with erude birth and death rates contain adjustments for boundary changes and
make allowances for the way in which the sex and age distribution of the local
In additicn,
the death rate area comparability factors have been adjusted specifically to
take account of the presence of any residential institutions in each area.

When local erude hirth and death rates are multiplied by the appropriate area
comparability factor, they are comparable with the crude rate for England and
Wales or with the corresponding adjusted rate for any other area."
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1. Tuberculosis, respiratory

2, Tuberculosias, other

3. Syphilitic disease

4. Diphtheria

5.  Whooping Cough

6. Meningococecal infections

Te Acute poliomyelitis

B. Measles

9. Other infective and parasitic diseases
10. HMalignant neoplasm, stomach

11. Malignant neoplasm, lung bronchus

12. Malignant necoplasm, breast

13. Malignant neoplasm, uterus

14. Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms
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all meat for human consumpticn was inspected by officers of the adjacent
authorities. It is considered that these arrangements were adequate, as no
diffiewlty was experienced.

Tha enclosed metal vans used for bringing meat to the Island were
regularly inspected and no defects were found.

All mutchers! premises were inspected together with provision
shops selling ment products. OStandards wers considered to be in accordance
with the Meat Regulations 1960 and the Food and Drugs Acts 1955,

One local butcher was registersd as a slaughterman but was not
employed on this work within the district.

(b) Sausage and Cooked Meat Premises

Ninety-two visits were made to premises used for production or
sale of sausages and cooksd meat, mainly in conjunetion with butechers' shops.
These were considered to be maintained in a satisfactory conditien.

Twelve wisits were made to shops and canteens stocking 'corned!
beaf after a Ministry of Health notification about tins from suspescted
sources. In all, thirty-two such enquiries were made as a result of the
Abardeen typhoid outbresk, These reaulted in the return to the suppliers of
eighteen tins of meat (each six pounds in weight) from one canteen and six
from a shop.

Sixteen visits were made to bakehouses making meat products with
a view to reminding all the staff concerned of the importance of compliance
with the relative requirements of the Food Hygiene Regulations 1960, parti-
cularly Regulation 25, which requires rapid cocling of such foodstuffs unless
they are required for serving for immediate consumption.

(3) Milk

The Dorset County Council registered ninetesn grocers or cafes
under the Milk (Special Designation) Regulations 1963 as dealers for sale of
pre=-packed pasteurised milk.

The County Health Department reported that thirty milk samples
were taken from retailers and school premises in Fortland and only one failed
tc pass the methylens blue test. All passed the phosphatase test.

The main suppliers of milk are Messrs. Lovell's Creameries Ltd.
of Weymouth and Weymouth & District Co-operative Sociaty.

Tha Council's Public Health Imspector visited the Island's farms
in relation to toilet facilities, rodent control and marure removal. Two

notices were issued: (a) a fly mpisance from a neglected heap of
manure and (b) defective surface drainage from a swill storae. Statutory
action was unnecessary.

The Dorsaet County Weights and Measures Department obtained
thirty-seven samples of milk for testing for fat content and quality in
ralation to dascription. One sample did not comply.

(4) Summary
(1) Food premises within the area are as follows:

Butchers Shops e e ST 8
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Bakeries - ) s e ' e ww e . 3
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Works Canteens . s . - s .. e L] 3
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No formol action was taken during the year but seventesn visits
were made to aged and infirm persons and help or guidanes given as needed.

LIC HEATTH [INFECTI DISEASES ) REGULATIONS

It was not nacessary for me to issue any notices on behalf of
the Council under these Regulationa.

THE DISEASES OF W _FOQD

The County Council delegated powsrs of inspaction under this
Order to this Council and forwarded coples of all licances issued.

An Inspector from the County Land Agent's Department wisited
all the pigkeepers' premises about once every ten weeks. Twelve visits
wers made to the five pigkeepers' premises by the Public Haalth Inspactor
when conditions were found to be satisfactory. 411 the swill was
boiled but one preliminary notice to prevent swill washings reaching a
field used by a milk herd was necessary and had the desired effect.

ANIMAL BOARDING ACT 1963
PET ANIMALS ACT 1951

One kennel was licensed for animal boarding. Thers are no
licensed pet shops in Portland but two wvisits were made to the annual
Portland Fair when conditions were considersd satisfactory.

LETHAL CHAMRER FOR ANIMAIS

The cabinsts loaned to the Council by the R.S.P.C.A. for the
humane destruction of unwanted cats and dogs were available at the Council's
Wide Street Depot on Wednesday afternocons and Saturday morningas. The
service is free but a voluntory donation may be made to the Society which
poys for the chloroform for cats and maintains the electric cabinet for
dogs.

Thirty-nine dogs and twenty-nine cats were humansly dasgtroyed
during the year. HMost of thesa were old, ill1, or wary young.

DEALERS TN SCRAP METALS

Three parsons were rogistered to deal in scrap metals under
the Publie Health (Amendment) Act 1907. There were no marine store dealsrs,
The stores were visited during the year. The Council also granted authority
to the County Police to inspect records made under thes Act.

NZs AND IES AC SECT i
IC HE Il ECTION 92

Thirty-one visits were made to check quarry fences throughout
the Tsland,

Four reminders were sent to the two quarry companies coneerning
the possibility of danger te visitors on open entries from the highway.
This brought o good response and six fences were rapairad or srected in
places whera the guarries had been sxtanded.

The County Council repaired much of the rosd boundary walls
ad jacent to Wide Street quarries and srected temporary fences in other

ports.
=1 NG BATHS., TOFHILL AND LRHTLL R _SCHOOLS

The wator in these new baths is chlorinatad by drip feed in
contimuous flew.

The County Public Health Inspactor took weekly water samples
whilst the pools weras in uss.
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THE LITTER ACT 1958

The public are slow to realise that throwing of rubbish into
disused quarries encourages the bresding of rats and fliss. One hundred
and £ifty notices were distributed at Portland Bill drawing attention to
this. Constant vigilance was needed in summer.

Two small pig carcases were deposited into a guarry silt pit
but careful dinvestigetion fajiled to ascortain the culprits.

The extra litter baskets and refuse collections at Portland
Bill securad some improvement.

FUBLIC COMVINIENCES

There are eleven public conviniencss for men and nine for

. women, These are in reacsonable structural condition although it is con=-

‘#ldered that sevsral should be modernissd by the addition of wash-hand
basins. The importance of this has beon undarlinsd by a recent Government
eircular. Inspecticns are carried cut ones por month by the Public Health
Inspactor, and when necessary reperts were made to the Surveyor's Depart-—
‘ment which is responsible for the maintenance of these conveniances.

The convenience at Portland Bill was inadequate for peak summer
paricds and queues formed. A second convenience at the head of the sawer
near to the huttad ares recommended by the Publie Haalth Inspector has so
far not been provided.

The Council arranged the tuilding of a new dusl convanience at
Verne Yeates (a faveurite arsa for visitors)., This is nearing complation.

The approach work and pathe in eonjunction with the naw sea
wall at West Weares hns also mada good the aceoss to the public convenience
which was seriously damoged by subsidenee.

Tha Health Department carried ocut the clearing of drains and
private sewers by direct labour at no charge to the property ownsrs. All
new drainage to private buildings continuad to be checked and where
necegaary tested by water or smoks by the Public Health Inspector prior to
being put into uss. The Council's Sanitary Assistant also carried out
rodent destruction throughout the area, disinfections and disinfestations
of buildings, burning up of ac:cumulntims, disposal of unwanted cats and
dogs, the spraying of the Council's Tip, sewer flushings and other miscel-
lanecus dutiss.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936. CLEAN AIR ACT 1956, DUST AND SMOKE

Undar the Public Health Act three preliminary notices ware
issued to control dust and grit from the quarry stone crusher in the Tophill
aren and from the ship loading quay at Castlatown.

*  In an area so fully engaged in quarrying it is pleasing to
report that the management are fully aware of the constant need to minimise
dust by all known means.

No sarious complaints were received regording smoka nuisaneces.
There are no smoke control areas on the Island.

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Portland has approximately 3,300 dwellings and business premises
and drainage from these, with few exceptions, passes into sewers and out to
sea untraated through four outfalls at Chiswell, Chene, Portland Bill and

Sheat.
Apart from a small araa at the end of Wakasham all the Tophill

sewage anters the saa by natural fall but in the Underhill area all sewage

is pumped to the outfnll at Chiswsll.
The Grove area, comprising the Borstnl Institution and its

Officers' Quarters,; the Grove Schocl and three large hcuses in the ares, aore
connected to the Borstal Institution's privatae sawer and outfall.
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Food samples (from Portland) thkﬂn by Eounty thghts und Haaﬂuras

Department for examination .. ..
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(for fat content) i, B R
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Public Health Acts and Housing Acts:

Neotices served - Informal i e - .a
Formal P a aw T @
Refarred to Magistrates Court

Noticos meliﬂi = Informal u e e -
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Petroleum installations = wisits .. ‘e e e
Patroleum installatiens - tasts .. . ara .

Total mumboer of inspecticns made .. wn  mm ww

EACTORY ACTS 1937 to 1959
PART I OF THE ACT
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INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health (including

inspections made by Public Health Inspector).

T T S Y M

i . Mughor |
(i) Pactories in which Secs. | i
1,2, 3, 4 and 6 are to be | !
enforced by local authorities | 4 | 55 5 =
(11) Factories not included | ’
in (i) in which Section 7 is | ; |
enforced by the loecal author- | i i
ity | 24 | 26 el o -
(1ii) Other premises in which |
‘Section 7 is enforced by the | :
'local authority (excluding i
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TOTAL Th | 90 1 =
Cazes in which DEFECTS were found
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