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PORTLAND URBAN DISTR COUNCIL
REFORT
on the Health and Sani Circumstances ]
PORTLAND URBAN _DISTRICT
YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1963
Council Offices,

PORTLAND ,
Dorsat,

June, 1964

To the Chairman and Members of the
Portlend Urban Distriet Counecil.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit for your information and consideration
my Report for the year 1963 on the Health and Sanitary circumstances
of the Urban District.

The only infectious disease of note was measles, of which 210
cases were notified, 144 of these being in the June quarter and 63 in
the September guarter. No casses of respiratory tuberculosis were
notified during the year.

The mid 1963 population as estimated by the Registrar General
was 11,600. Live births exceeded the number of deaths by 55. The
live birth rate, 13.88 per thousand estimated population, showed a
fall from that in the previous year (16.91).

It is again a pleasure to place on record oy appreciation of the
courtesy and consideration which has been extended to me by the
Council throughout the year. I am also most grateful to my fellow
officials and to the Council staff generally for their helpful co-
operation. In particular, Mr. Williams, your Public Health Inspector
and Miss D. Bloy, part-time clerical assistant, later succeeded by
Miss M. Crabb, have helped greatly to promote the efficiency of the
Public Health Department.

I hawve the honour to be,
Your cbedient Servant,
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5till Birtha: 5 Males Females Total

Iegitimate
Illegitimate

5
5

JEER S

3
TOTAL 3

3till Birth Rate per 1,000 totel live and still births ‘e 3.01
Total live and still births .. i Hr S i & bv 166

DEATHS: 106 Males Females Total
57 49 106

Death Rate per 1,000 estimated population .. .. ex oms 9.14
*ﬂﬂmlbﬂi'tj’ Factor {dﬁﬂtlhﬂ-} aw e & . .a "e 1.30

Standardised Death Rate R ‘e e “e W oeat 23,38
Deaths of Infants under 1 wear: Males Famales Total
Lagitimate 2 - 2
Illegitimnte - - -
TOTAL 2 - 2

Infant Mortality Rate:

All Infants per 1,000 live births . S o e A2LAR
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate S e v T
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate births .. .. nil

Neo=HNatal i"k:'rtﬂlity Rate . -u s - - e 6121
(deaths under 4 weoks per 1,000 totel live blrt-hs}
Barly Neo-Natal Mortality Rate .. Sotmi e Bf 62T

(deaths under 1 week per 1,000 tr:-t-a.l li‘m hir't-lls}

Pﬁl'i-ﬁﬂ'tﬂl l‘iﬂrt-&lit-}l' Rﬂ-tlﬂ L - & LY L) i L] ,3&'-1
(Still births and deaths under 1 week combined per 1,000
total live and still births)

Maternal Mortality (including abortion)
No. of deaths - aw 'y e s W e " s “ﬂ
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births Sl nil

#Comparability Factor. This is worked for each Distriet by the
Registrar General.

In his eircular dated 20th April, 1964, G.R.0. Circular (M.0.H.)
No. 3/1964, the Registrar General states, "The aren comparability
foctora for use with crude birth and daath rates contain ad justmenta
for boundary changes and make a2llowances for the way in which the sex
and age distribution of the local population differs from that for
Englond and Walea as a whole. In addition, the death rate area
comparability factors have been adjusted specifically to take account of
the presence of any residentinl institutions in each area. When local
erude birth and death rates are multiplied by the appropriote area
comparability factor, they are comparable with the crude rate for
England and Wales or with the corresponding adjusted rate for any
other area,

DEATHS FROM ALL CAUSES - PORTLAND URBAN DISTRICT = 1963

Males Femples JTotal

1. Tuberculosis, respiratory - - -
2. Tuberculosis, cther - - S






Inspactor. Twenity focd samples were taken by the Dorset County
Council as Food and Drugs Authority and submitted for examinstion.
Theae were reported satisfactory. One sample of biscuits submitted
by a Portlard resident was examined by the County Bactericlogist
who reported them to be sterile mlthough black elongated objects
were noted. These were then submitted to the Public /nalyst who
deacribed the objects as discolourad dough.

(2) Meat

(a) Slaughter Houses. There are no registered slaughter houses
in the Urban District.

As from lst October the Meat Inspection Regulations 1963
required a 100% meat inspection of all meat and offel. Owing to
staff shortage in the Dorchester Rural District the Portland Council
permitted their Publie Health Inspector to assist the Rural Distriet
Council at weekends on meat inspection, for a period of six months.
This was in accordance with a Ministry circular sugpesting co—operation
between authorities particularly as the Regulations require a seven
day service if necessary.

The covered metol wans used for bringing meat to the Island
ware maintained in accordance with the Food Hygiene Code of Practice
igsued under Section 13 of the Food and Druga Act 1955.

{b} Sousape ond Cooked Ment Premises. Thirty-soven wisits waere
made to the eight premises used for producticn or sale of sausages

and cocked meats., These are mainly in conjunction with butchers
ghops and continued to be maintained in a sotisfactory conditiom.
Twelve visits were paid to bakehouses meking meat products, These
premises were maintained in good condition and to comply with the
Food Hygiene Regulaticns 1955.

(3) Milk

The Dorset County Council is rasponsibls for the registration of
retall dealers in pastuerised, sterilised and tuberculin tested milk.
The County Health Department reported that thirty-four milk semples
were taken from retailers' premises in Portland. One failed the
methylene blue test but passed the phosphatase test.

Under the Milk (Special Designations) or Milk (Pasteurised and
Sterilised) Regulations 1960 the follewing dealers were licensed by
the County Council for the szale of milk in Portland:-—

Tuberculin Tested Fasteurised Sterilised
20 20 8

The main suppliers of milk are Messrs. Lovell's Creameries Ltd.
of Weymouth and the Weymouth & District Co-operative Society.

There are no pasteurising plants on the Island and milk produced
from farms locally is forwarded to Weymouth for pasteurisation. Two
farms on the Island are licensed by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food for the producticn of Tuberculin Tested milk, and

the cnimals are tested by the Ministry's Veterinary Officers at
regular intervals.

(4) Summary
(1) Food premises within the aren are as follows:-

( 5 )



Butchers Shops s oma o am o mer aw e
Bnkers Shops Fi i e s o i .
Bakeriss .. S e s G e = .
Greengrocers .. T
General Provision Sho —u N ox i i
Confectionery Shops .. S b L
h‘ﬂrkﬂ- E‘E-nt'aem - . LI LY =8 L] L L]
Sﬂhﬂﬂl 'Eﬂ.“t-aﬂns - . & w LY L) W -
Hotels e - - - - e . s
Licensed Premises i o 4 i e i
Sadvation Army Hostel e < it i iy
Cafes.. o e e i L e i

Belarwiubwe e

(1i) The following premises were registered under Secticn 16 of
the Food and Drugs Act 1955:-

{a) For the sale of ice cream .. ia ey il |

(b) For the manufacture of sausnges ae T 8
() Cocked fish shops R S e i 5
(5) 1 Fo iene Re ti 1

With regard to the handling and wrapping of food, the Byelaws made
in 1950 under Food and Drugs Act, 1938, have been a useful complement
to the Food Hygiene Regulationa 1955. There were no prosecutions under
the Hepulations or Byelaus.

(6) Cafes and Food Premises

Two hundred and twalve visits were made by tha Publie Hemlth
Inspoctor to cafes, hotels and other food premises. These complied
with the Food Hygiene Regulations but the three temporary wooden cafe
structures at Portlond Bill hod ne toilsts and the staff had te walk
about two humdred yards to the public convenience. Stotutory Notices
were served requiring the provision of toilsts at these cafes and
drawings for the approval under the Byelaws have now been received.
These schemes had to be approved by the Crown Commissioners' Agents
az the toilets are situsnted on Crown land,

Right notices were served for provision of extra toilets and
wash=hand basins and general repairs in food premises.

Fifty wvisits were pnid to licensed premises.
WATER SUFF

Al houses in the District have a main water supply from the
Council's Friar Woddon borehole whers the supply is chlorinated.

One sample of the public weter supply for chemical analysis was
submitted to Messrs. Waterfall & O'Brien of Bristol. Seventy=two
ware subnitted to the Publie Health Laboratory for bacteriological
examination and were reported on as followsi=

Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Suspect Total

Council Offices, Portland 54 1 = 55

Friar Waeddon
(bafore chlorination) 9 4 4 17
63 5 4 72
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the under-mentioned property the Closing Order made in the previoua
yeor was determined.

30 Grove Hosd

CARAVAN SITES AND CONTROL OF DEVELOPMENT ACT, 1960

A site licence was igssued under this jdet to Mr. B. Cade in
respect of Glenn Holidaoy Park, Wakeham, Fortland.

A 8ite licence was issued to Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Logg for a
caravan site at the rear of Weston House, Weston, Fortland.

Fifty-one wvisits were made to caraven sites during the year
when conditions ware found to be sotisfactory.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1
HATIONAL ASSTSTANCE

No formal action was taken during the year, but twenty-seven
visits were paid to aged or infirm persons; and help or guldance given
as neesded.

PUBLIC HEALTH (INFECTIOUS DISEASES) REGULATIONS, 1953

It wae not necessary for me to issus ony notices on behalf of
the Council under thess regulations.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

Thers are no licensed pet shops in Portland. One visit was mode
to Portland Fair to investigate conditions under which animals and
goldfish were offered for prizes.

LETHAL CHAMBER FOR ANIMALS

Tha cebinets loaned to the Council by the R.S5.P.C.A. for the
humane destruction of cots and dogs wers available at the Council's
Wide Street Depot on Saturday mornings and Wednesday afternoons. The
service has been much appreciated by pet owners. During the year
thirty-seven dogs or puppies and forty—four cats or kittens were
humanely destroyed. Electricity was used for dogs and chleroform for
eats. The eleetriesal apparatus is checked and serviced every aix
montha.

DEALFERS TH OLD METALS

Three persons wers registered to denl in serap metals under the
Public Health (imendment) Act, 1907 but there were no Marine Stores
Dealers. Four vieits were mnde to check stores and books during the
year, The Council also grants authority for the County Polies to

inspect records under this jet,
HES AND QUARRIES ACT, 1 SECTION 151

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936, SECTION 92

Twenty-cight visits were made to chack gquarry fences throughout
the Island. The stone industry was working at high pressure and
contours of quarries altered quickly in some places.

Five preliminary notices were issued and remindsrs were sent
to the two quarry companies pointing out the difficulties where

( 8 )



public paths were adjacent to quarries and the danger to the public
during times of reduced wisibility. Hocligana continued to damage
the quarry walls in Wide Street and temporary wire fences were erected.

The County Council purchased from the Crown about fifteen feest
of quarry land north of the Council Depot to Verne Yeates on each side
of Wide Street and three warning notice boards were erected. Quarry
fences along this road becams the County Council's responsibility for
the first time.

THE LITTER ACT, 1958

One hundred and fifty ecirculsr lebtters were issued drawing
attention to the Litter Act.

The Council and the Court Lest reached agreement on a payment
for emptying litter bins from Crown lands and there is no doubt that
tha situation at Portland Bill wans somewhat better,

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

Throuwghout the Island there are elaven publie conveniences for
men and nine for women. These are in reasonable structural conditien
although it is considered that several should be medurnised by the
addition of wash-hand basins. These were visited orceeach month by
tha Public Health Inspector and when necossary reports wers mada to
tha Surveyor's Department which is responsible for the maintenance.
The convenience at Portland Bill appeared inadequate for peak summar
periods but a second convenience in the hutted arearecommended by
the Public Health Inspector has notso far been provided.

It i=s hoped that in the near future a new convenience will be
available at Verne Yeates which is most popular by the visiting
publie.

The subsidence of the cliff at West Weares has made the approach
to the convenieonce thare precaricus.

DRATHAGS AND GENERAT WOHK ETG.

The Health Department carried out the clearing of drains and
private sewera by direct labour at no charga to the property owners.
It i found that this brings early notice of defectz in privote
drains and sewsrs, the ownsrs of which are required to repair or
renew and it is thought that this keeps the Island fairly clear of
drain troubles. A1l new drainage to private buildings continued to
be approved by the Publie Health Inspector prior to being put into
uge. A water teat or smoke test is used, as necessary. 3Soventy-four
drains and private sewers were clearad during the year and fifteen
notices issued for cassential repairs.

The Council's Sanitary Assistant also carried out rodant
destruction throughout the ares, disinfections and disinfestations
of buildings, burning up of accumilations, disposal of unwanted
cats and dogs, the spraying of the Council's Tip, sewer flushings
and other miscellanecus duties,

SEWERAGE JND SEWAGE DISFOSAL
Construction of dwallings and business premises on the Islend

has continued. /11 these new premises and mumerous improved old
premises were connected to the Council's sewers with the exception
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of the new petrol station at Verne Yeates which 1s served by a septic
tank. The outfalls =t Chena, Portlend Bill and Shest passed untranted
sewoge into the sea by natural fall (except for a small area at the
end of Wakeham). The Underhill area, however, is pumped to the main
sewer at West Weares.

The Grove ares comprising the Borstal Institution, its Officers!
Wuarters, the Grove School and two large houses adjoining are
connected to the Borsiol Institution's private outfell. The
Mmiralty have private outfalls from the Dockyard and the Nawval
Establishments adjoining which enter the sea outside the Harbour.

The Haval Married Quarters, Weat Cliff, end Caravan Site
{previously the site of the Royal Air Force station and Quarters) and
the lorge /dmirclty buildings at Southwell are connected to the
Council's sewers and at time of heavy rain the sewers in the Weston
area are overloaded., Overflowing of sewers also occurred at Castle
Road due to inecreased use and silting. uat the bottom of Grosvenor
Road overloading ocececurred due to continued new extensions, e.g.
Tophill Junior School and Park Estate Hoad. Action to improve the
capacity of the Ieland's sewers would appear to be necessary before
any further housing development takes place.

FLOODING AT SOUTHWELL

A major schame to deal with the flooding at Southwell has not
yat besn put into operation but further building development in this
aren haos basn curtailad.

RODENT CONTROL

The district was consistently inspected for rate and othar
rodents both by the Public Health Inspector and the Council's Redent
Operator. This is necassary as during the summer visitors leawe
food on the Island's open spaces and rats meve at the end of tha
summer to the built up areas.

Ministry of Jgriculture, Fisheries and Food methods of destruction
were used and there were regular wisits from their Officers to check
the work. Twice during the year the sewers were test-baited and
poison-baited according te the Ministry Inspector's advice.

The Council's Tip was baited twenty-four times during the year.
This Tip has been consistently on fire for a number of years and this
haz o deterrent effezct on rats but careful waitch was maintained on
the adjacent land. As the Tip is in a very open quarry arsa no
complaints were received concerning smoke.

Numbar of visits of part-time rodent

operative (Inspections and Tresatment) 672
Rat infestations raported and eradieated o
Mice infestations reported and eradicated 44
Baits laid (including pre-baiting) 529
Sewer manholes test-baited (2 porieds) 95
Sewer manholes poiscn-baited (2 periods) 63
Dwners advised regarding rat proofing 21

Visits made by Publie Health Inmspector primarily
for other purposea but combined with rodent

inspactions 468
Visits made by Public Health Inspector for
rodent motters 35

L 10 )
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%

Visits to iAgsd and Infirm persons wa o lwe
Private housing inspsctions . e ..

Investigating overcrowding or unsatisfactory cunditlcna

Interviews with owners, agents, contractors at
Dangercus or dilapitated structures (visits)
Notices issued or action toaken .. e s
Smoke MNuisances o i ey i e e
Miscellansous tensnecy enguiries .. e s
Informel wisits under Rent Act .. v s
Butchers Shops and Meat Preparation Rooms ..
B&Hﬂhﬁu&&ﬂ - e L) LY L - # LR L)
Provisicn Shops' ALg00Sw, I S0, SNUSEROLLE
Fiah-Fryere: ol S8iT BN s o Lo

Cofe and Hotal Kitchans i . e .
Canteens e . - e -w - .
Ice Oream Pramisas e o e e i

Licenged Premises .. i . - 5 i
Offices inspected ..
Fet Animala and Animal Banrdlng Eﬂtabllﬂhmant
Sheps for the purposes of Shops Acts .. ..
Milk Shops .. R
Food Disposal certifitataa issued " e
Visits re unsound food .. ..
Routing drinking water samplus fnr b_cterlulng
expmination sa e “e . e e
Waterworks visited re anmpling i o iy
Water wastage reported to Enginesr i .

Honirdressera .. S, i . e
Farms for accumulitlﬂns nr toilet Facilitiaa
Inspections of factories and workplaces are
Factories act - notices Feh . i a'K
Outworkers premisaes visited .. .. e
Public conveniesnces - wisita .s %3 o

Visite re animals .. S e i - i
Circulars regarding Littar jet i i i
Inspector!s visits re rodenta T
Tieite Lo'refuse fip .. SIS0 0RE o e
Tip sprayad for flias ate. .. ST
Tip bodted for rodents ..  sd s as e
Sewars baitad for rodents 5 .e
Complaints re rafuse collection dustblns ato.
Visits (by invitation) to H. M. Prison and Bor
(kitchen,farms and £ip) .20 o0 oo e
Visits to caravon and camping gitesa .. ..
Banches and Common Land o i e T
Pig Keapera .. e 5 i
Cess-pools and Septic Tunks 1n3pﬂ¢t9d ae  lam
Houses let in lodgings (visits) .. .. ..
Notices sarved i G i B i . e
Permitted number notices i i a e
Miscellonesous wisits .. ‘e o o e
Serap Metal Dealers wvisited .. ss o5 s
Sewerage items referrsd to Engineer & Surveyor
Drainage inspections and teats:i-
sﬂlﬂkﬁ - L L) CRLY L) LR} - - .
Colour e - e e ' - -
Water .. it ~i e - o S e
Visits re drains and sewors .. an Fi S
Drains or sewers cleared .a .. e
Reinspections e Sia =5 i o e
Guarries inspected for accumlations .. S
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Quarry fences inspected for danger -t
Praliminery notices re fencing .. o
dccumilations removed or destroyed

LI

Notices issued or action token re dilapitated structures

Fublic Hezlth Acts and Housing ictsi-
Noticas sarved — Informal .. H n
Formnl .. i e
Notices complied - Informnl ren e
Formal .. P e
Referred to Court for Nuiscnce Order ..

Total mumber of inspections made (By the Publie

Hezlth Inspector) R R, By
FACTORY ACTS, 1937 to 1959
ART T OF THE ACT

L

LY

L]

] 2,3'32

IRSPECTICONS for purposes of provisions as to health (ineluding

inspections made by Publie Health Inspector).

m—ﬂﬁ"r Bumber of
gnisas ﬂa*gigtggl inspections Writtan Occupiers
| - Notices Froseout
i S
i |
(i) Factories in which secs, i i i
1. 2. 3. 4 ond 6 are to be | : i
enforeed by local authoritis 46 52 ] -
L i I
(1) Factories not included ' i |
in (i) in which Section 7 is : i |
enforesd by the local : | !
authority .. .. .. 23 25 _ 1 -
(111) Other premises in '
which Section 7 is enforced ' i !
by tha local authority ; ' i
(exclvding out—workers' | :
premises) .. .. .. 2 5 1 = | -
TOTAL 71 83 N
Cases in which DIFSCTS were found
Bumber of cases in which Ef;e:f
defects were found :'uh'l o
F ] By .} I 3
: To H. M, B tiong
e o jhased jod Inspector | Inspector |wers
1 inatituted
Went of cleanliness I 1 L - i -
Sanitary Conveniences | i
(a) Insufficient.. .. | 3 = 1 1 ! =
(b) Unsuitable or l : F '
defective .. i - - - : - =
Qther offences agninst :
th'a Iu:t' L ®w 5@ — - i — .:r - S
TOTAL | 4 TR L, -
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