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PORTIAND URBAN DISTRICT COURGLIL

REPORT
on the Health and Sanitary Circumstances of the

PCORTLAND URBAN DISTRICT

YEAR EWDED 31st DECE:BER, 1961

Council Offices,
PORTLAND,
Dorset.

Junes, 1962

Tc the Chairman and Hembers of the
Pertland Urban District Counecil.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit for your information and consideration
my Report for the year 1961 on the Health and Sanitary Circumstances of
the Urban District.

So far as Infectious Diseases were concerned, it was a quiet year
except for measles, of which there were 440 notifications, 367 of these
in the September guarter. WNo deathsoccurred from infectiocus diseases.

There was no significant change in the wvital statistics of the
area except that this year the Infant Mortality Rate approximated more
closely to that relating to the rest of the Country. Live births
exceeded the number of deaths by 62.

It is again a pleasure to place on record my appreciation of the
courtesy and consideration which has been extended to me by the Council
throughout the year. I am also most grateful to my fellow officials
and to the Council staff generally for their helpful co-operation.
iIn particular Mr. Williams, your Public Health [nspector and
Misg W. P. Harler, part-time clericzl assistant, have helped greatly
to promote the efficiency of the Public Heslth Department.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient Servant,

A el itz

Hedica¥ Officer of Health.






S5+il1l Birtha: _ﬁ
iales Females Total

Legitimate L 2 &
IMlegitimate = 5 E
TOTAL & 2 6
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 total live and still births 32,78
Total live 2nd still births H S R 1383
DEATHS: 115

Males Females Total
59 56 115

Death Rate per 1,000 estimated population Sk 9.65
» Comparability Factor (deaths) o oo ) | b i 1.52
Standardised Death Rate B R 1274

Deaths of Infants under 1 year:

Hales Females Total

Lagitimate 3 1 4
Illegitimate = T -
TOTAL _3 _l _:E.
Infant Mortality Rate
A11 Infants per 1,000 live births ... see mus 22.59
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate births ... ... 23.25
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate births ... Nil
Hwﬁﬂtﬂl !-[ﬂrt-&]_'.l.tﬂ R&tﬂ- R ] ERC = am 5*65
(deaths under 4 weeks per 1,000 total live births)
Early Heo-Natal ricrtality Rate san vas ‘o 5.65
(deaths under 1 week per 1,000 total live brrtl-s]
Peri-iiatal iiortality Rate A s HEFEL 38,25

(stillbirths and deaths under 1 week combined per
1,000 total live and still births)
Maternal iortality (including abortion)

HU. ﬂ'f ﬂ&&thﬂ W oaE LR ] 4an L] Hu
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births il
Comparability Factor. This is worked for each District by the

Rug:.at-rar General,

In G.R.0. Circular (..0.H.) No. 3/1962 dated 16th April, 1962 the
Registrar Geners]l states "The area comparability factors for use with erude
birth and death rates contain adjustments for boundary changes and make
allowances for the way in which the gex and age distribution of the local
population differs from that for England and Weles as a whole. In addition,
the death rate area comparability factors have been adjusted specifically
to take account of the presence of any residential institutions in each
area. When local crude birth and death rates are multiplied by the appropriate
area comparability factor, they are comparable with the crude rate for
England and Wales or with the corresponding adjusted rate for any other area',.

DEATHS FROM ALL CAUSES - PORTLAMD UREBAM DISTRICT - 1961
Males Females Total

1. Tuberculesis, respiratory - - -
2, Tuberculogis, cther = - =
3. Syphilitic disease = = -
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FOOD POISONING

Six cases of food poisoning were notified during the year - 1 single case
and 5 in one femily. The single cese waz due to Salmonella Enteritidis and in
the 5 other cases no causative agent was identified.

FOC0D

(1) General

A careful check was made of food premises in the area by the Public Health
Inspector. Ten food samples were submitted for laboratory examination by the
Dorset County Council as Food & Drugs Authority. These were all reported
satisfactory. There were no complaints received from the public regarding food
during the year.

(ii) ieat

(a) seat Premises. There are no registered slaughterhouses in the Urban
Distriet and all meat for human consumption was inspected by Officers in
adjacent suthorities befere it was brought to the island. Under Section 3 of
the Slaughterhouses Act, 1958 no extra sleaughterhouse facilities were found
nacegsary and it was considered that adequate facllities existed in adjolndng
authorities, The covered metel van used for bringing meat to the island was
inspected regularly and was maintained in good condition end all standards were
in acecordance with the Food Hypiene Codes of Practice as issusd by the silnistries
under Section 13 of the Food & Drugs Act, 1955. One man was registered as a
slaughterman and employed mainly outside the district or in slaughtering for
private consumption and not for re-sale.

(v) g and Co ien gmises. Forty-nine visits were made to
the elght premises used for production or sale of sausages and cooked meats
mainly in conjunction with butchers shops. These were all in a satisfactory
condition,

Twelve visits were paid to bakehouses making meat products or to premises
where meat products were sold and all conditions complied with the Food Hygiene
Regulations, 1955.

(1ii) iilk. By the Milk (Special Designations) Regulations, 1960 the work of
licensing all deslers in pasteurised, sterilised and tuberculin tested milk
was transferred at-the end of 1960 to the Food & Drugs Authority, in this
casa the Dorset County Council.

The County Health Department reported that 29 samples of milk were
collécted from reteilers, 19 from schools and 12 from canteens, and on exam-
ination by the Public Health Laboratocry these passed the statutory tests,
with the exception that one sample collected failed the methelene blue test.

Under the iilk (Special Desipgnations) or iilk (Pasteurised & Sterilised)
Regulations, 1960 the following deslers were licensed by the County Council
for the sale of milk in Fortland:-

Tuberculin Tested Pasteurised Sterilised
17 17 i

The main suppliers of milk are iiessrs. Lovell's Creameries Ltd., and
the Heymouth & District Co-operative Society.

There are no pasteurising plants on the island and milk produced from
farms locally was forverded to ¥eymouth for pasteurisaticn, Two farms are
licensed by the .inistry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food for the production
of tuberculin tested milk.
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In forwarding their report, liessrs. Waterfall & O'Brien, Analytical
Chemists scid, "The results are generally similar to those we have had
previously - there esre small variations from time to time - but nothing
glgnificant, and the standerd of purity is well maintained".

HOUSTING ACTS 1 1957

During the year the under-menticned properties were represented as unfit
for human habitation and action was ftaken by the Council as indicated.

Ho. 30 uoorfield Road - Closing Order made
Ho. 88 Weston Road = Cloging Order made

Actlon teken re houses officislly recresented in pravious years,

At NHos. 77 and 79 Chiswell Closing Urders were changed to Demolition
COrders.

Closing Orders made in previous yeers in the following premises were
determined when the agreed work had been carried out:=

113 Reforne &0 Weston Road 58 Mallams
CARAVAN SITES & COHTROL OF DEVELOPLENT ACT, lﬁ

One site licence was issued under this Aet to iMr, D. Il. Ballinger in
respect of Glen Caravans Holiday Park, Wakeham, Fortland.

Seventeen visits were made to caraven sites during the year when
conditions were found to be setisfactory.

BATLOWAL ASSISTAMCE ACT, 1 SECTLON 47
HATIOHAL ASSISTANCE (AEND.ENT) ACT, 1951

No formal action was teken during the year, btut twenty-six visits were
paid to aged or infirm persons; and help or guldance given as nseded.

FUBLIC HEALTH (INFRCTLO

It was not necessary for me to issue any notices on behalf of the
Council under these regulations.

IHE DISEASES OF ANIHALS

The County Council delegated powers of inspection under this Order to
this Couneil and forwarded copies of all licences which they had issued.
Five visits were made by your Fublic Health Inspector to the fomr pig
keepers' premises licensed, when conditions were found to be satisfactory,
all swill Leing boiled before use.

FET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

There are no licensed pet shops in Portland. Four visits were made
to the Fortland Feir to investigate conditions under which animals and
goldfish were offered for prizes.

L CHiMBEL FOR AHIMAIS

The cabinets loaned to the Council by the R.3.P.C.A. for the humane
destruction of cate and dogs were available at the Council's Wide Street
Depot on Saturday mornirgs from 10.30 to 11,30 a.,m. and Wednesday after-
noons from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. The service has been much appreciated and
during the year 10 dogs or pupples and 63 cats or kittens were humanely
destroyed. Electricity was used for dogs and chloroform fior cats.

sy Dl



DEALERS I OLD METALS

Three persons were registered to deal in scrap metals under the Fublie
Health (Amerdment} Aet, 1907, but there were no uerine Stores Dealers. Six
vigits were made to check stores and books during the year. The Council also
granted authority to the Couwity Police to inspect records under this Act.

ES ACT., 1954, SECT.OW 151

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT. 1036, CECTION 92

Twelve visits were made to cheek quarry fences throughout the island.
The stone industry was working at high pressure and contours of quarries
altered quickly in some places.

One preliminary notice wzs issued and two reminders were sent to the
two guarry companies operating on Portland pointing out the difficulties
where public paths were adjacent to quarries and the danger to the publie
during timez of reduced visibility.

THE LITTER ACT, 1958

One bundred and seventy circulars were issued drawing attention to the
Litter Act and this brought a good response in preventing rubbish from being
dumped in quarries. The situation at Portland Bill, however, was not very
satisfactory as lerge numbers of people visited the areas of Crown land open
to the public and day to day control of litter was not considered sufficient
to prevent this area becoming untidy. The provision of litter bins has been
reviewed and it is hoped that some improvement will result in the future.

Throughout the island district there are eleven public conveniences
for men and nine for women, and these are in reasonable condition although
4t 18 considered that several should be modarnised by the addition of
wash-hand basins,

DRATNAGE AND CEMERAL WORK ETC.

The Health Department carried out the clearing of drains and private
gewars by direct labour at no charge to the property owners. All new
drainage to private buildings continued to be tested by water or smoke by
the Public Health Inspecteor prior to being put into use. The Counecil's
Sanitary Assigtant carried out all rodent destruction throughout the area,
disinfections and disginfestations of buildings, burning up of accumulations,
disposal of unwanted cats and dogs, the spraying of the Council's Tip,
sewer flushings and other miscellaneocus duties.

SEWERAGE AND SFUAGE DISPOSAL

Portland has approximately 2,700 dwellings and business premises
and drainage from these, with few exceptions, passed into sewers and out
to sea untreated through four ocutfalls at Chiswell, Chene, Portland Bill
and Bheat. Apart from a small ares at the end of Wakeham all the Tophill
sewage enters the sea by netural fall but in the Underhill area all
sewage is pumped to the outfall at Chiswell. The Grove area comprising
the Borstal Tnatitution and its Officers Quarters, the Growe School and
tawo large houses adjoining are connected to a sewer falling to the Borastal
Institution's private outfall.

The Admiralty have private outfalls from the Dockyard and the Naval
Establishments adjoining which enter the sea cutside the Harbour. The
Navel Hostel and ceraven site (which was previously the Royal Air Force
Station and Querters) and the large Admirslty buildings at Southwell are
connected to the Council's sewers and at times of flood these connections
contributed towards the overloading of the sewers.

- g -



FLOODING AT SOUTHHELL

The major schemr to deal with the flooding at Southwell has not yet
been prepared and the Council are carefully watching this situation as a
considerable proportion of the difficulty is caused by flooding from agri-
cultural land, It is therefore likely that the matter may best be corrected
under the Land Drainage iAct, 196l. No really heavy rain storms cecurred
during the year.

RODENT CONIROL

The area was consistently inspected for rats and other rodents both
by the Public Health Inspector and the Council's Rodent Operator. This is
found very necessary ag during the summer visltors leave focd which
encourages rats in the umpopulated areas of the islend.

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food methods of destruction were
used and there were regular visits from their Officers to check the work.
Twice during the year the sewers were test-balted and poison-baited
according to the dinistry Inspector's advice. These tests proved that the
consistently careful inspections and repair of the Council's sewers and of
private drains which has been poing on over the past five years was having
the desired effect and the number of rats in sewers proved to be the least
on record. The Council's Tip was baited 16 times during the year. This
Tip has been consistently on fire for a number of years and this has a
deterrent effect on rats but a careful watch was maintained on the adjacent
land., As the Tip is in a very open guarry area no complaints were received
concerning smoke,

Number of wisits of part-time rodent operatiwve

{Inspections and Treatment) 538
Infestations reported and eradicated 108
Baits laid (ineluding prebaiting) 450
Sewer manholes test-baited (2 periods) 65
Sewer manholes polson-baited (2 periocds) 27
Owners advised regarding rat proofing 34

Visits made by Public Health Inspector primarily
for other purposes but combined with rodent
inspections

Visite by Public Health Inspector for rodent
matters 43

FUBLIC CLEANSTHNG

A weekly collection of house and shop refuse was carried out regularly
and satisfactorily throughout the year. This work was under the control
of the Council's Surveyor.

One new Commer 13 cubic yard rear loading wertical tipping covered
lorry was used for refuse collection and a driver and four assistants
were employed on thig vehicle.

It is estimated that 3,400 tons of house and trade refuse were disposed
cf during the year. Some trade refuse was delivered to the Tip by private
or contractors lorries and free tipping was maintained at the Wide Street
Tip where disused quarries are being filled up,

TR T



NOiSE ABATEGENT ACT, 1

Three informal notices were served under the Holse Abatement Act, 1960,
one regarding vehicles leaving an unauthorised car park early in the morning,
one regarding slamming of doors in & dwelling house, and a third in the case
of & noisy cockerell,

HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS

Under the Housing Act, 1957, 306 vislits were made to houses occupied
by more than one femily, and 16 notices were served on owners, usually after
their existing tenants had been offered council houses. These notices drew
attention to the need for proper standards of water supply; sanitary
accommodation and feeilities for preparation and cooking of food for each

family.

In two cases this secured that the houses were used for fewer families
than before, and in other cases led to minor improvements.

UNSOUND FOOD VOLUNTARLLY SURRENDERED AND DISPOSED OF

Food Ho, of Weight
containers

Tomatoes 60 39 1bs.
Peag T 6 1bs,
Cherries 3 2 1bs.
Beans 3 3 1bs.
Oranges 10 3 1bs.
Pineapple g 6 1bs.
Cream 1 T 1b.

Grapefruit 11 8 lbs.
Peaches 10 2% 1bs.
Apricots B 4 1bs,
Meat 32 332 1ba.
Fish 17 13 1bs.
Fears 14 17 1ba.
CONDERNED FOOD

Condemned food is collected by Council transport after woluntary
gurrender hes been agreed to in writing and is disposed of at the Council's
Tip.

VISITS AND INSPECTIONS ETC.

Sanitary Defects, Huisances investigeted ... e raw 95
Visits to verminous premises ... ... el i S 9
Premises disinfested by Loecal Authority ... st L T
Premizes disinfected by Local Authority ... ... ... 5
Investigating Infecticus [Mseases ... es sss sss 12
Houses owned by Local Authority visited ... R T
Visits to aged and infirm persons ... ... ... .. 26
Houging Survey inspections e e i . . 35

investigating overcrowding or unsatisfactory conditions 62
Structural Defects and disrepair found T e - &0
Interviews with owners, agents ete. ... ... WA T
Dangerous or dilapidated structures ... ... wian o uiae a8
smoke muisances e e g I e e 1
Remedied after informal notice e S o 1
Interviews with contractors ... ... ... ..s ... 113
Revisita s Sn Lhmas e caww. omlb
Butchers' Shops and ijeat Preparation Rooms era = e o 49
Bakehouses i T R T T SR 12
Council house applicants interviewed S e 83
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