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REPORT
on the Health and Sanitary Circumstances of the

PORTLAND URBAN DISTRICT

YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1959

Council Offices,
PORTLAND,

May, 1956,

To the Chairman and Members of the
Portland Urban District Couneil.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit for your information and
consideration my Report for the year 1955 on the Health
and Sanitary Circumstances of the Urban District,

There were no outbreaks of serious infectious disease
during the year, which indeed can be said to have been a
vary quiet one so far as notifiable diseases are concerned.
The largest rumber of notifications received was in respect
of measles - 23 in all, while there were only 6 cases of
whooping cough, One case of paralytic poliomyelitis was
notified - this was a Service patient, There was also
one case of paratyphoid fever - asspociated with the small
cutbreak of this infection which occurred in the South
Dorset Area in Aupgust and September,

The Standardised Birth Rate for the year (20,06 per
1,000 population) was slightly lower than that of the
previous year (20,49) while the standardised Death Rate
(10.23 per 1,000 population) was also lower than that of
the previous year (10.65). Live births exceeded the number
of deaths by 6k,

Onice more it is a pleasure to place on record my appre-
ciation of the courtesy and consideration which has invariably
been extended to me throughout the year, I am also most
grateful to my fellow officials and te the Council staff
generally for their helpful co-operation. In particular
Mr, Bolt and Mr., Williams, his successor as your Sanitary
Inspector, and Miss J. Bridle, part-time clerical assistant
have done much to promote the efficiency of the Public Heal th

Department.

I have the honour to be
Your obedient Servant,

MedileA] 0£f1c&F oF Health
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£411l Births: 3

Males  Pepales  Iotal
Legltimate ' 2 = 2
Illegitimate 1 B =L
TOTAL 3 = 3
8till Birth Rate per 1,000 population,. . 0,197

5till Birth Rate per 1,000 (live & still) births 17,64
DEATHS: 103

Males Females Iota]

56 47 103

Death Rate per 1,000 population ol “miar 6,78

X Comparability Factor (Deaths) . .o .o 1.;1
Standardised Death Rate . - .e 10.23

Legitimate 1 - 1
Illegitimate =

TOTAL 1 - 1
Deaths of Infants under 4 weeks:

Legitimate
Illegitimate

Infant Mortelity Rate

All Infants per 1,000 live births De9
Leglitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate births 6. 25
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate

births Hil
Neo-Natal Mortality Rate 5a 2
Maternal Mortality Rate Ni

! Comparabjilitv Factor This is worked out for each District
by the Registrar General. Its object is to level out differ-
ences in age and sex constitution of the population of the
various districts and i1ts use enable us to obtain standardised
birth and death rates which are more fairly comparable and

more accurate than the crude rates,

« Tuberculosis, respiratory

« Tuberculosis, other

« Byphilitic disease

« Diphtheria

« Whooping Cough

« Meningococcal infections

. Acute poliomyelitis

« MHeaslas

«» Other infectious and para-
sitic disease

1

(N I B S T R I
| BEE TR O R S R |
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FOOD POISONING

Four notifications of food polsoning were received
during the year, These were single cases inmne of which
was the causal organism identified,

FoOoD

There are no registered slaughterhouses in the Disg=
trict and all meat for human consumption had been inspected
by Meat Insggcters of adjacent authorities before it was
brought to the Island. HRegular visits were made by your
Sanitary Inspector to Butchers! shops. The covered metal-
lined meat van used for bringing meat to the Island has
been inspected periodically and found to be maintained in
good condition,

One man is registered as a slaughterman, btut is employed
mainly outside the District or on animals slaughtered
privately for family consumption and not for resale,

With regard to the handling and wrapping of food, the
Bye-laws made in 1950 under Secgiun 15 of the Food and

Drugs Act, 1938 have been of considerable assistance, In
his visits to food premises your Sanitary Inspector has
taken the opportunity of making verbal comment on matters
requiring aggentian and informal notices have been served

in regard to the provision of extra sanitary accommodation
and washing facilities, tidying of stores and redecoration.
The general standard of hygiene in food shops, hotels,
licensed premises and cafes was found to be generally
satisfactory although improvement will te required to comply
with the new Food Hygiene Repgulations which became operative
in Jamary, 1956,

MILE

Bince 1st April, 1954 only two grades of milk are
permitted to be retailed in Portland (by Ministry order)
namely:=-

Tuberculin tested and pasteurised (or sterilised).

Responsibility for licensing pasteurising plants
rests with the Dorset County Council. There are no pasteuring
lants in Portland, the main suppliers of milk to the Island
eing Messrs, Lovell's Creameries Ltd, and the Weymouth &
District Co-operative Society.

During the vear the Public Health Laboratory at
Dorchester examined 15 samglas of pasteurised milk, all
of which were reported as being satisfactory.

The following licences were issued under the Milk
(Special Designations) or Milk (Pasteurised and Sterilised)
Regulations, 1949:-

wt E‘_ﬁt_l‘!'.éfiﬂﬂﬂ "

Dealers or BSupplementary — Dealers or Supplementary

mvzr_m&_ .D_E;J..:r.& Purveyors Dealers  Sterilised
8 2 8 2 Nil
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WATE

411 houses in the District have a main water supply
pumped from the Friar Waddon borehole where the supply 1s
chlorinated.

Fifty-two samples of the public water supply were
submitted for bacteriological examination and were reported
cn as follows:=-

Satisfactory Susplcious Unsatisfactory I
Council Offices 28 - - 28
Friar Waddon 15 & 3 aly
43 6 3 52
CHIRRICAL ANALYSIS

Report by Messrs, Waterfall & O'Brien on chemical analysis
ugﬁgrinking vater submitted for examination on 21st October,
1 i=

Mippearance: Clear and colourless, No smell.
Reaction: pH 7.58

Parts EEE gillign
Free and Saline Ammonia 0.

Albuminoid Ammonia 0,026
Chlorine (as Chlorides) 25
equivalent to Sodium Chloride 41
Oxygen absorbed (L hrs.) 0.08
Nitrite Very faint reaction
Nitrogen in Nitrite and Nitrate 1.3
Total Solids 330
Loss on ignition 50
Appearance on ignition Ne charring
Hardness: Temporary 208
Permanent 37
Total 245
Lead and Copper Absent

The water is very pure organically and gives similar
results to those found in 1952 when the last chemical
analysis was carried out," ;

During the evening of the 18th July 1955 there was ;
continuous torrential rain fall for ahouﬁ six hours in Bouth
Dorset and this downpour was most intense in the vicinity

of the Council's Pumping Station at Friar Waddon where a
rainfall of 6% inches was recorded after five hours, By

the following morning this had risen to 9% inches.

By 7 p.m. on the evening of 18th July the floor of
the Pumping Station was under flood water which was pouring
down through the ventilation opening into the borehole Iin use,
The level of subsoil water must have rissn very censiderably
so that water was also entering the torehole through fresh
fissures in the chalk stratum below the steel tubing which
lines the first 100 feet of the borehole, which has a total
depth of 360 feet.
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The pumps had been closed down at about 5 p.m. when the
reservolr was full. When the pumps were started up at
10 p.m. that evening the degree of chlorination was wisely
inereased on the initiative of Mr. Carteri Maintenance Fitter,

from 2 parts per million to 4 ppm. Shortly after midnight
1t was possible - through the co-operation of the Dorset

Police - to get a message through to the Pumping Station to
inerease the chlorination to & ppm.

4 perscnal visit to Friar Waddon next morning revealed
an alarming state of affairs in that a sample of water drawn
off from a tag in Mr. Carter's house (which was in a sorry
state) could best be described as liguid mud, Chlorination
was at once stepped up to 8 ppm. and arrangements were made
for householders in Portland to be warned by Police loud-
speakers to boll all water for domestic purposes. This
advice was not withdrawn until Saturday 23rd July when the
Laboratory reported that the five samples submitted from
the Portland sampling tap since the 19th July were all
satisfactory. Unsatisfactory reports continued to be re-
celved on the Pumping Station samples submitted up to the
29th July. The degree of chlorination was gradually
decreased wuntil it was back to normal at 2,5 ppm.

When one recollects the muddy discclrured appearance
which persisted for several dayvs in the public water supply
in Pnrgland one is inelined to ask why this eplscde did
not ap arankly have any adverse effect on the health of the
inhakitants. The answer is that in the 10 miles of water
mains between the Friar Waddon Pumping Station and Portland
itgself there is a whole day's supply of water for the Island.
By the time this was being used up, the "super-chlorination"
at the Pumping Station had become effective and had destroyed
all dangerous contamination of the supply, although we were
not to know this until the first bacteriological reports
came through,

It is pleasing to record that throughout this anxious
time there was complete co-operation and agreement between
the Public Health Department and the Water Engineer and his
staff.

HOUSING

During the survey required by the Housing Repairs and
Rents Act, 1954 some 36 dwelling houses were recorded as
being unfit for human habitation, although many others had
some rising dampness due to the absence of damp proof courses,
It is thought that much of the rising dempness can be remedied.

A notable feature is the high percentage of pecple who
are owner/occupiers who keep their houses in sound and
weatherproof condition.

Prior to the 1st September, 1939 the Council had been
responsible for buildinﬁ 158 houses, Since the end of
World War II a further 413 houses had been provided by the
Counecil,

HOUSING ACT, 1936

Under S8ection 11 of this Act eight houses were repre-
sented as belng individually unfit for human habitaticn,
namely:-

% .
Notice of "Time and Place" served - December, 1955

2
Closing Order - Permission for use as store
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HOUSING ACT, 1936 (continued)

treet
Closing Order.

Chidsw
No action provided specification of works
carried out.

10 Cler
Closing Order - Permission for use as garage
and workshop.

8a 5 ad
Closing Order.

Z2 Chisvell

Closing QOrder.

&8 Weston Road
Closing Order.

c T & TION 26

Early in the year a licence was granted to Mr. H. and
Mrs. D. Legg to use as a caravan site for 25 caravans, the
paddock adjoining Pennsylvania Castle. Mr. & Mrs. Legg
subsequently surrendered this licence and another licence
to use the site was later issued to Messrs. C. W. C, Howe
(Caravan Distributors) Ltd,

Licences to station and use individual caravans were
granted for specified periods to five persons.

NATIONAL 4SSISTANCE ACT, 1948 SECTION W
NATIONAL 4SSTSTANCE (AMENDMENT) ACT, 195

It was necessary to use the 2mergency provisions of
the National Assistance (Amendment) Act, 1951 in only one
case, that of an elderly lady who was living in most sgqualid
conditions. BShe died within 48 hours of being removed to
hospital.

PUBLIC HEALTH (INFECTIOUS DISEASES) REGULATIONS, 1953

It was not necessary for me to issue any notices on
bBehalf of the Counecil under these RHepulations,

ACT

One shop was licensed under the Pet Animals Act, 1951.
Five visits wers made during the year when conditions were
found to be satisfactory.

The local Inspector of theR.S.P.C.4.continued to act
as Honorary Inspector to the Council under the Act and no
adverse comments were received from him.

LETHAL CHAMBER FOR AIIIMALS

The modern electric cabinet for the humane destructicn
of cats and dogs presented to the Council bty the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was available at the
Council's Wide Street Depot on Saturday mornings from 10.30
tc 11,30 a.m. and Wednesday afternoons from 3.30 to %30 p.m.
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LETHAL CHAMBER FOR ANIMALS (continued)

This service has been much appreciated and during the
year 62 dogs and 165 cats or kittens were humanely destroyed,

DEALERS IN OLD METAL

Two dealers in old metal were registered by the Council
under the Public Health (Amendment) Act, 1907, and four visits
were made during the year by the Sanitary Inspector to their
premises,

BUELIC CONVENIENCES

The supervision of Eutlic conveniences is the respon-
sibility of the Burveyor's Department but regular visits
were made by the Sanitary Inspector to check their condition,

& notable improvement has been the reconstruction of
the existing convenience at Portland Bill and during the year
a new convenience was built at High Street, Southwell. A
further public convenience is planned for Eha growing number
of persons occupying temporary seasonal buildings on land
near to Portland Bill, but this has not yet been put in hand,
The remaining parts of the Urban District are fairly well
provided for, and the conveniences were well maintained.
Improvementsare, however, being considered, notably for Church
Ops Cove and Castletown.

FACT T 9 LB
ART OF THE ACT
INSPECTICNS for purposes of provisions as to health

(including inspections made by Senitary Inspectors)

e il - — e

. Number i.u_h+__*__“qmnmhﬁr of 5 AN
| | Written! Occupie
SRS pedffter | Inspection Mofices|Prosecuted
(1) Factories in
which secs. 1, 2, |
3, % and 6 are to :
be enforced by localj
enthorities.........[| 27 38 5 -
|
|

(i1) Factories not
included in (1) in
which 8ection 7 is
enforced by the
local authority..... 28 77
(i1i) Other premises
in which Sec., ¥ is en-
forced by the local
authority (excluding
out-workers' premises) O 0 0 -

TOTAL | 55 e -

=

na
I
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| Want of cleanlinéss 6 | 6 - e -
D?Erﬂrﬂ“ding- 8 48w @ L = = L -
Unreasonatle Temper=-
'\Ijture lllllllllll " — i - - - - ;
Inadeguate Ventil- .
=y i ) gt - = -~ = =
Ineffective drain- |
age of floors.... ! = - = - -
Sani tary Conveni- i

CHCES e vs 60 s s s s v iad :!
{a) Insufficient | 1 1 - - -
(b) Unsuitable or g
defective, .. ..a | i 1 = = =
(c) Not separate |
fDI‘ 38:{&51-!1!# i — = = - =
Other offences : i
agﬂiﬂst the .i'-.ﬂt.- i 3 3 . - e 7
T T R e - x 3
ORT O SAMITARY TQ.

SEWERAGE 4ND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The built-up areas of Portland comprise approximately
2,600 houses and business premises and the bulk of these are
sewered into four outfalls at Chesil Beach, Chene, Portland
Bill and Sheat, From Tophill all the sewage entered the sea
by natural fall, but in Ehe Underhill distriet automatic
sewa~3 pumps were employed, The extensions to sewers to
sewye new housing estates, new Government establishments and
added private building cansed overloading of the sewers,
notakly at Chesil and Southwell and to a lesser degree aft
BEaston,and the Council had schemes prepared and applications
for approval have since been made to the Ministry of Housing
% Local Government to improve certain of the outfalls. There
are a few septic tanks remaining on the Island and regular
ttention was given to these, a Contractor's mechanieal
gewage tanker being used to convey the sludge to the nearest
suitable manhole into the Council's sewerage system, These
rantic tanks are being reduced in rumber and arrangements
were made for the Bath & Portland Btone Firms' Offices in
Faston Lane and the nearby Saw Mill Tavern to be connected
to a new sewer completed in 1953.

RODEHT_CON TROL

Portiand is unicue in its need for rodent control, in
that the Island is partly rural in character and yet has
Jarge areas of cuarried land with deep crevasses and fissures
in which rodents can find good living space out of reach
and under conditions which make it almost a Ehpaical impos-
sibility for modern methods of rodent control to be brought
into action, Many of these gquarries are situated along the .
side roads and tend to be used as dumping places for litter
and unfinished food remalns from picnics.

(10)
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RODENT CONTROL (continued)

One man was employed part-time on rodent control.

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food's methods
were applied, although these were not directly grant-aided
by the Hinis%ry but their Inspector visited regularly and
was very satisfﬁed with the quality of rcdent control
the rodent population being maintained at a very low isvﬂl.

Twice during the year all the non-tidal and unflooded
portions of the sewerage systems were test baited for
rodents or poison baited according to the Ministry Inspec-
tor!s advice.

No, of visits by part-time rodent operative 1137
Infestations Bradicated 141
SBewer manholes test baited and poison-baited 89

PUBLIC CLEANSING

The Council maintained a weekly collection of house
refuse throughout the year and also removed trade refuse,
This work was under the contrcl of the Council's Surveyor.
One 'Karrier' 10 cubic yard =ide loading covered lorry
was used for refuse collection and a driver and four assis-
tants were employed on this wehicle, On the tip at Wide
8treet cne man was employed full time to maintain a good
standard of controlled tipping.

It is estimated that 3,600 tons of house and trade
refuse were disposed of dur{ng the year. The tip was main=-
tained free from rats, by teing regularly baited. This
latter work was also checked by the Rodent Inspector from
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

ICE CREAM

There were no licensed producers of ice cream within
the Urban District, the tulk of the supplies being pre-packed
and supplied by the larger manufacturers on the main land,
All the premises used for the sale of ice cream conformed
to the Ice Cream Regulations, 1947,

LICENSED PREMISLZS

A routine check of the licensed premises was made, and
four letters addressed to the owners, regarding necessary
improvement or repairs, were sent.

Aecordingly, one licensed premises is soon to be fitted
with hot and cold water over a new sink in the bar, the
‘dwelling will be improved by a bathroom and the drainage
will te connected to a recently laid sewer instead of to the

casspool,

Minor repairs resulted at the three other licensed
‘premises.

0 {DE OF
Food Lot sl
Fies 33 20 lbs,
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