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Death rate. Birth rate. Infant mortality

rate.,
Smaller Towns 12.4 21519 44
Portland 1 20,9 40,8

; The corresponding rates for Portland fer 1938 (the last vear
for which the annual report gave these Tigures), was

Death rate 8
Birth rate 11.4
Infant mortality rate 78.6

Of the six infants dying in the year at ages under 1 year, 4
were due to premature birth or congenital malfermation.

Staff. There w2s no change in the staff of the Health
Department during the year. |lMiss i, R. Truscott, County Couneil
Health Visitor for Portland, continued her excellent work throughout
the year, and her close co-operation with the Health Department has
been most helpful.

Infectious Diseases notified during 1944,

Scarlet Fever 15
Pneumonia

Erysipelas

Measles

Whooping Cough

Pulmoneary tuberculosis
Non-pulmonary tuberculosis
Scabies 3
Dysentery (Sonne)

Geperal Provision of Health Services.

The general heaslth services were maintained throughout the
{aar, and were substentially the same as those outlined in the
9 report. The sight-testing centre closed in 1%41. The

hopaedic Clinic was held at the First Ald Post, High Street,
throughout the year. A clinic for the treatment of minor ailments
in children of school age was held daily beth in the Tophill and
Underhill districts. The clinic was run by the nurse in cherge
of the First Aid Post, and did very wvaluable work in the treatment
of impetigo and other minor ailments of children.
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Water Supply. The water supply for the island is brought
from bore-holes at Friar Waddon, in the Upwey Valley. The crude
water is usually setisfactery from & bacteriological point of
view, but shows occasionsl contemination, which is scmetimes heavy.
During the year, six samples were taken from the borehole, before
chlorination. Of these, Tive were satisfsctory, snd one
unsstisfactory. Five samples from supply, i.e. after chlorination,
during the same periocd were uniformly satisfactory. Cne chemical
nna}%ais for the presence of lead (undertaken at the request of
the R.A.F,) showed lead not exceeding 0.l part per million.

As alternative sources in the event of emergency, three
eprings on the island were sampled. Two gave very unsatisfactory
results, the third was reported as satisfactory. Arrangements
were maée by the Engineer and Surveyor to chlorinate these and
other alternative sources of supply, should they be required.
Fortunately the emergency did not arise, and the public supply wes
gatisfactory in quality and quantity throughcout the year.

Chemical analysis, undertaken in 1342, gave the following
result.

Free ammonia 0. 0001
Alluminoid ammonia 0.0003
Oxygen absorbed at 37°C in 15 mins.0.0163

: " sl A BrEs 0,049



Nitrites nil
Fitric hydrogen in Nitrates 0.3
Hardness Temporary b
" Permanent 2.0
o Total 23.5
Chlorine as Chlorides 2.5
Total solids, dried at 1800C 28,0
Free Chlorine nil
Free carbonic acid nil
Metels (Lead,Zinc,Copper,Iron) mnil
F.H. reaction 743

When weather conditions were suitable, attempts were made, by
coleration methods, to trace the source of the occasional contami-
nation referred to above. The results were negative, but this is
not regarded as conclusive, in view of uncertainty as to the totel
amount of water to be coloured, and experiments are being continued.

Milk. Semples of milk were taken periodicelly from all
producers on the island, and visits were made to the cowsheds and
dasiries as necessary, in collsboration with your Sanitery Inspector.
There are five milk producers on the island, one of whom produces
gccredited milk, the remainder producing undesignated milk. In
general, it may be said that, with one exception, all milk produced
on the island is of 2 good standard of cleanliness, and thies reflects
very creditably on the past end present work of your Sanitary
Inspector in this connection. About 2/3 of the milk consumed on
the islend is produced on the mainland. 13 milk samples were
taken during the year.

Diphtheria Tmmunisation This work wss contimued throughout
the year at the two Child Welfare Centres, On two occasions, a
round of those who could not come to the Centre was made by car,
and the children immunised in their homes. During the year 82
chi ldren under 5 years of age, and 9 children between the ages of
5 and 15, completed the full course of immunisation. At the end
of the year it was estimated that 84.3% of all children under 5,
and 89% of all between 5 and 15 were immunised.

Whooping Cough Immunisation. This wes contimied throughout
the year, and 79 children, mainly between the ages of 6 months and
1l year, conpleted the course of injections. among children
notified as suffering from whooping cough during the year, two
had previously been immunised. In both cases, the attack was a
mild one.

Scabies & Verminous Conditions. These conditions were treated
2t the Cleansing Station esttached to the First Aid Post, by the
whole-time staff of the Post. In the csse of scebies, 21l family
contacts, whether infected or not, were treated. In the case of
head infeststion, all contacts were examined and when necessary
(as it usually was), treated. As a rule, explanation of the
mechanism of spread, and of the length of the ecebies incubaticn
period were sufficient to persuade the contacts to submit to
treatment. In a few cases, notices served under the Scabies
Order, 1941, were required to compel inspection and treatment,

The number of cases of scabies notified was 39, the total number
of cases &nd contscts treated during the yesr wss 208.
cases of head infestation were dealt with.










