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The local death rate during the past 12 years is shovm in the following table :

Yaar, Donth Rota,
1952, 1.7
19535. 16.2
1954, 10,5
1955, 0.2
1956, Q.2
1957. 9.7
1958, 20.4
1559, 11.2
1960, 12.0
1561, 10.6
1962, q.B
1963, 10.7

Infant Mortality.

The following Table gives causes of Infant Deaths during the year 1963,
eleasified into sge groups :-

TABLE II.
i i A1l ages
Cause of Death : Ags Groups. Under one ye
Under | 1=2 | 3=L 1-3 | 3-6 | 6=9 [9=12 W F. TOmA
1 wk. | t¥a.|wks. | mth. | mth.| ath.|mths. Ry %
| Gastro-enteritis. = - 1 - = - - 1 = 1
Asphyxia neocnetorum, 1 = = - = = l = 1
Pr ._bml 1 - - - - - - - ] 1
Prematurity. 2 = - - = = o [ | 2
Toxaemia, broncho-
pneumcnia. - 1 - - - - - et 1
Haemorrhagic bronoho
umenia, - = = - 1 - 1l i I o
Cerebral hasmorrhage. 1 - - - - - - 1 = 5 s
Injury to brain, sub-
arachnoid haemorrhage. 1 - = - - - - - 1 1
Pulmonary ateleactasis, il = - - - - - 1 = 0]
Totals := | ri 1 1 - 1 - 1 6 5 11

(3)



COMPARTSON OF PONTEFRACT VITAL STATISTICS WITH OTHER VEST RIDINC AREAS,

THE WEST RIDING ADMINISTRATIVE COINTY AND ENCLAND AND WALES.

TARIE IIT.

| Aggregate West | England and
Pontefract | West Riding | Riding | Wales (prov-
Borough. Urban | Adziw, | igional
Districts. | Curoy. | Pigures).

BIRTH RATE (Fer 1000
estimated population).

Crude Rate 21.6 17.9 18.2 18.2
Ad justed Rsta 1 19.7 18.4 8.3 -
DEATH RATE (Per 1,000
estimated population)
Crude Rate : 10.7 12.7 2.0 12.2
fdjusted Rete : 12.7 11.6 3.3 -

Infective & Para, Dis.
Exel. Tub, but inel. 0.11 0.05 0.04 *
Syphl. and othaer V.D.

Tubarculosis Respiratory. 0.04 0.06 0.06 0,06
Tuberculosis Other. - 0.01 0.01 0.01
Tuberculosis = All forms. 0.04 0.07 0.06 0.06
Cancer. 1.57 2.04 1.94 2.18
P g e | 2w | s | e
Heart and Circulatory Diseases. 2.97 4.80 4.53 #
Respiratory Disaases. 2.79 1.72 1.57 "
1,000 Thve and o151 Tareha). - 0.50 015 | o.28
Perinatal Mortality. 26.1 31.6 31.1 *
Feonatal Mortality. 14.9 15.2 15.0 14.2
Infant Mortality. 18.2 22.8 23.0 20.9

r
| 5tillbirths (per 1,000 live

and stillbirths). 14.7 19.2 18.7 17.3

® Figuras not awvailable,

(4)




PREVALEICE (F AND CONTROL OUER
TESOTIVE  AD OTHER _ DISLiSES,

The following Teble gives details of the incidence of notifiable
diseases (other than Tuberculosis).

TABLE TV
l : E i Iﬂhmher of
Disease. i:f mel"'“ gg;{ g:f Total | Deaths | S5552, 4
y to Hospital

Heasles. 203 5| 26 | 58 | 293 - 1
Secarlet Fever. 3 = 1 1! 5 = 2
Chickenpox. 16 10 L 1y L - =
Dysentery. - 12 - - 12 - L
Paratyphoid Fever. - L = - L - 3
Whooping Cough. - - 1 ks 5 - I 1
Acute Pneumonis. = 7: - 1 1 = =
Food Poisoning. = - - 1 £— - 1
Puerperal Pyrexin. - = 1 - ‘dI_- = =
Totals:= 22 |22 | 33 | 19 | 366 - 12

Diphtheria.

Wo case of Diphtheria occurred during the year.

Imcunisation.

341 children under the age of 5 years and BO over the age of 5 years
received a full course of primary immmisation ageinst the disease. In
addition 245 children received & reinforcing injection.




e —

TURERCULLSIS.

The following Table summarises particulars contained in the
Register of Tuberculous perscns,

THBIE V.
Respirataory | Non-Respiratay)

Number of Cases on Register, g:tfllgn

Mg F M 7 e TN
&t the commencement i
of 1963. 106 | 72 17 18 213
Notified fer the first g 3 P \
time during 1963, 5 :
E.ﬂahmd tlﬂ Rﬂsiﬂ“r. - - - - ra
Invard Transfera, 1 5 - - 4
Removed from Register. T 7 - 1 i
Coses remaining on
e oo WO OO0 | it i o i P 215

The reascn for removal of cases from the Register are given in the
following Table:-

Respiratery | Non-Respiratory | Total on
' Register,

Entries relating to: .
M F M F

Persons who have died. L 1 - - 5

Perscns certified by the
medical practitioner in 1 2 - i L
attendance to have recovercd,

Revised disgnosis =
not Tuberculesis.

Peraons who heve ceased
to reside permanently in 2 I - - 3
the district.

Totals:= if T - p ! 15




In the fellewing Table new cases and mortelity sre classified
according to age, sex and site of disense:=-

T.RBIE VII.

Mawr Casag Deaths
i § st
iges, | Hespiratory | Hom-Respiratory | Respiratory| Non-Respiratery
1 | (T | G | T
e W | R B F # ! F 1 M | F
R
nder 5 - - - - - - - | = I
Under 15 - - - - - - ! = '
Under 25| - = = . ot e A . I e gl
Under 35| - > + el | w1 = -
Mndex 15| - & n i = I S R
Under 55| -~ % % - - i 2]
| 1
Under &5 3 - = - |- = | - -
Over &5 1 - - I - | = -
s i I IS . B
Totals| & | 1 = - | -1 = ‘l = S
National fissistance Act,
Section 47,
It wes net found necessory to desl with any petients under the above sct.































B,0.6, Vagoination agninst Tubearoulosia.

Voceination ageinsat Tuberculosis was offered to all ehildren in
the year of their 13th. birthday. With the consent of the parents, a
tost is performed to see if the child hos already encountared the germ
of Tuberculosis, If it has dono =0, no further action is taken, as it
ia assuped that the ehild is aequiring a neturcl immunity. If, hoswever,
the tost indicates that the child has not encountered tuberelo bacillus,
then vaccination is carried out.

Tha age of 13 years has beon choson because ot this age the natural
roaistanco te the disccse tonds to drop and it is hoped to confer
protection during the years of increased risk.

No, of consents No. of consents Manteuwe Man o Mantoux
issued. received, Taest, Hegntive. Fositiva.
1,297 TED T3 €50 53

ot B.C.G.
aacertained. Vaccination.
= 690.

Vaceinotion agninst Foliomyelitia.

Tho progracme of Vacoination was continued during the year.
4t the end of 1963 the position wes as follows :-

Childron and Young Persons wnder 18 years of age.

HMurber wvaceinated. 16,319.

Young persons borm betwoen 1 and 1942,

Humber vaccoinated, 3,109,
Adults,

Number vaccinated, 1,048,

20, L76.

N

HEALTH VISITING.

During the year, the following number of wisits uvere mnde by the

Health Visitors in the Division.

oy of children under 5 yeors of age visited during the year .... L,094%
Total visits made to children under 1 Yeor Of 0BC aeesscccssscss 6,179
Total visits mado to children ocged 1 and under 2 Years sesssssss 3,651
Total visits made to children aged 2 but under 5 yBors sesesesss 6,740
Total wisits mode to tubearoulous househelds s.ssssessssssnssaass 2,507
Parsons aged €5 or over (excluding Demestic Holp only visita) .. Tl
No. of visits to persons aged 65 O OVEr ..esscessssssscarssness 1,174

(n)




HOME NURSING.

During the year 23,435 visita were pnid by hnma mn-ae: ccmpared with
20,596 in the previous year,

The nuober of cases attended ond vislte made are shovm below :=

i
i ' No. of Coses i Nec. of visits
Classification. |  attended by paid by Home
i Home Nurses Rurses during
! during the yoar, Jyear,
(1) Medical. 537 18,641
I
(2) Surgieal. 210 4,110
(3) Infecticus Diseases - -
(4) Tuberculocsis, 7 270
(5) ‘Maternal Complicstions. 16 ' 228
(6) Other. 7 186
TOTALS :=- 17 23,435
Potients ineluded in ebove who
. were sged 65 or over at the time 9,386
of the first visit during the i 3
yoar.
Children included in above who
were under 5 yoars of apge at the g
time of the first visit during =
the year.
Potients included in above who
have had more than 2L visits 230 12,043
during the year.

CHIROFCDY SERVICE.

A free Chiropody service is provided for the following categories of patient :=

a) Expectant Mothars,
Persons of pensioncble age. (i.e. Meles over 65.
Femnles over 60).

{e) Handicapped Persocns,

Clinics are held weokly at the Pontefract, Featherstone ond Knottingley Clinies.
Potionts who are uneble, on health grounds, to attend the clinies, are treated in
their oom hooos.

In 1963, 278 patients wore treated nt the Clinics, and made 1,268 attendances,
and 150 patients were treated nt home and 332 treatoents given.

HOME HELFP SERVICE.

The Home Help Service is provided under the Naotional Health Service Act,
1944, Section 29 of the Act atipulates the elnss of caso for which provisiom
of a Home Help can be made. These are as follows := (1)




b Lying=in. (e) lental Defective.

gaz 111, (d) Expectant Mothor.
c) Aged. (£f) 4 child net over compulsory schoeol age.

Before a Home Help can be provided, a form of applicetion must be signed by
the head of the househcld on whish he undertskes either to pay the vhole cost of
the service, or to give a statement of his income and agree to poy the assessed
charge accerding to the County Council scheme,

Under no circumstances can a Home Help be used as a sitter-in and the amount

of nssistance which a patient is granted is related strictly to tho amount of
domeatic werk which is required to be deme.

The autherised estcblishment of Heme Helps in this Division was 39.
Authorised Divisional Establishment.

i} Basic. 39
ii) From Reserve. -
i1i) Total. 39

lo. of Domestic Helps empleyed ot 3lst. December, 1963.

(i) Yhole-=tima. -
% ii) Part=time. 59
jii) Total. 55

Coses provided with Domestic Help during the year ended 31lst. December, 1963

No. of Cases. Heours Empluyed.,

Under ﬁ.
(i) Maternity (including
expectant mothera), 35 1,877
(ii) Chremie Sick and Tuberculous. 69 7,792
(1ii) others, 9
5Ll 83,321

Number of Heme Helpa that could have been ermployed full-time - 38,15.
MEFTAL FRATTH

In Hevember, 1960, the new Mental Health Act became operative and two

liental Welfare Officers were given the task of coping with the inereased work
which the ALet ploces upon lessl Health Authorities.

MEDIGIT, EXAMITIATTION OF STATF.

The County Couneil decided in Jamuary, 1962, to revise their scheme whereby

all entrants tc the superannuction scheme be medically examined and substituted
the following :=

(1) All prospective entrants to the acheme be required to complete a
questionnaire dealing with perscnal and family medical history.

(2) There to be a full medical exanination of :-
(1) £11 prospective entrants over the age of 45 years.

(ii) 411 entronts whose completed quostionnnire reveals the
need for further medienl investigation.

(iii) Appliconts whose prospective employment is such that
public safety is invelwved. s.g. Fire and Arbulance
service drivers.

In 1963, 2l exaninations wore modo,

(3)






0 0 0 ! £l _ TH303
0] (] 0 Q ] B3oazeq Ieqla TV
O (0] 0 } cl SAT}Da AP
10 a[qE3FREUj
0 0 0 s] | FUSTOTIJNSUT ~ | *g S20usTu=Au0D £IugTuwg
(9) (5) (¥) (€) (2) (1)
d030adsug Jojoadsuy :
P3N TISUT aJoM *W'H £d *M"H of patpamay punOg
suoTynoasord ] BIFTADT} AN
OTUR UT 83550 parIajay
J0o Jaqumy ! ok
PUNo] B8I5M B109J9P YOTYm UT Baemo Jo daguny
‘PUNCT AI8M §305J00 YITYM UT SosuEn 2
0 2 SL 98 %391
0 0 Z z (easTwoad sroxIonino
mzﬂﬁsﬁuuuu *¥*1 243 fq peoxojus
8F L UWOT3D08. YOTYM UT SoSTmWAIg Jauip (T11)
0 z 2L §=] *V'T 843 £q pedlojus ST [ uoTioeg
TYoTga ut mﬂy UT popnyout j1ou Satlioioug ﬂﬂﬁv
Q (] L 4 *¥*1 Aq paoIojua aq of oIw g puw
v 'C 'z ‘| suorioeg woTyM uT seTojomg (%)
(s) (%) (€) () (1)
pajnoosoad E80T300 BUOT}dadsur dajeTday B8 TUII]
sxatdnaag Uag 3 TIN i U Iagqumy

iopum suoTjoadsul =







BOROUGH OF FONTLFRACT

LH K U AL R E P 0 R T

af the

CHIEF FUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTOR

ENVIRONMENTAL HIGIENE

in the

Year Ended the Thirty-First December, 1963

TO THE CHAIRMAN AWD MEMBERS OF THE HEALTH COMMITTEE

§.C.L. WILSON, M.A.P.H,I., M.R.5.H.
Chief Public Health Inspector

Municipal Offices,

Pontefract







Borough of Pontefract

Annual Report of the Chief Public Heclth Inspector, 1963

To the Chairman and Membera of the Health Committse

Lodies and Géntlemun.

I present for your conmsideration the Annusl Report for the year 1963,

The writing of this report hes becn undertaken with a sense of personal
Borrow; for quite properly this is the Annual Report of the late Chief Publie
Health Inspeotor, Lewisz Walsh. It marks the end of an ers extending over a
quarter of a century in which he was instrumentsl in removing the worst of
the slum properties in the Borough and in promoting high standards in matters
relating to environmental hygiene. In more recent years My, Welsh devoted
much thought and encrgy in advancing the cnuse of Clean Air - a matter thst
he never doubted would, in the course of time, rank high amongst public
health achievements.

Hr. Walsh was held in considerable esteem by his professional collegues
and his integrity, administrative ability and knowledge ware keenly apprecia-
ted. Testimony to these feocts ia borne out by inspectora, who in their
formative years were able to work under his guidanee and instruction, many
of whom, today hold key posts in Public Honlth Administration. Loeal

Government and in particular the public health service are infinitely
paorer for the loss of such an able man.

For the purposes of this introduction in which comment is made on
major aspects of the Department's sctivities the report has been divided
inte four parts, each oceupying roughly the scme amount of Departmental
time; Housing, Air Pollution, Food Control and Gencral Hygiene.

On housing mattcrs it will be scen that during 1963, 93 houses were
repaired following intervention by the Department and 42 houscs were demo-
lished or closed. On slum clesrsnce the roport refers to the inspection
started during the year znd made with a view to the completion of the
current clearance programme, 5till more bungnlows for slderly persons
and intensification in the provision of standard amenities with grant =id
area further points made,

It would not be out of context at this peint to report the emergence
of a diffecrent pattern of complaint by members of the public. Some ton *o
fifteon years ago the routine compluint wes almost wholly concerncd with
defuctive housing conditions and their effeet on the occupants' physical
comfort; complaints relating to dampness, broken plasterwork, defective
cooking facilities and similar insanitary conditions were gormonploce., In
reeent times there has been a distinet change of emphasis =nd an inereasing
numbor of complaints deal with problems more directly associated with a
complainant's mental health and well-being, rather than physieal discomfort
cr danger arising out of dilapidated conditions. In this new category of
complaint the request is for the control or reduction of noise from indus-
trinl ond commereinl undertakings; the control or elimination of dust, grit
and offluvia from industrial proceases. Increasingly, housesholders
complain of unsightlineas and offensive odours arising from accummulstions
and deposits of waste products and materials both domestic snd non-domestie
in origin.

The Public Health Inspector requires tact, paticnee, and often if
solutions to these problems are to be found, he must undertake rescarch into
unfamiliar technical fields.







eot One

HOUSING CONDITIONS

House Provision and Overcrowding - Fitness of dwellings
= Improvement Grants - Certificates of Disrepair -
Accidents in the home - Heuses in Multi-occupation -
Common Lodging houses - Hearding Establishments for

Transport Drivers

Houme vision and Ove wdin

Since post-war house building began, 3,681 dwellings have been erected
in the Borough = 245 of these during the year under review - as detailed in

Table 1.
Table 1, New Housing, 1946 - 1963
Ho. of dwellings erected*
Year By the Corporation Ey Housing By Private Tatal
Permanent | Temporary | Total Asgociation Enterprize
1946 & 25 el 23 54
1947 159 159 34 1598
1948 161 - 161 2f 187
1949 134 134 | 11 145
1950 104 104 12 116
1951 86 86 Q 95
1952 105 - 105 11 116
1953 108 108 178 19 305
1954 T = T3 536 41 E50
1955 35 35 47 Be
1956 26 26 65 a1
1957 88 B8 TE 164
15958 (¥ [ 3 140 146
1959 68 hB 164 232
1960 107 107 192 294
1961 a1 af 185 276
1962 108 108 134 242
1963 63 - s 63 182 245
Total -| 1,528 25 1,553 4 1,376 3,643

*Excluding 38 temporary dwellings, subsequently demolished

In Table 2 the numbers of Corporation houses built 1947-1961 are given

in four-year periods for comparison with the 1962 and 1963 figures of 108 and 63
respectively.

Tuble 2. Corporation Building, 1946 - 1963

Ho., of dwellings
Period built by i““rl?
Cerporation Vi

1946 - 49 460 115
1950 = 53 403 1o
1954 - 57 222 56
1958 - &1 272 68

Total 1,357 a5




Only & detsiled survey would indicate asccurately the housing needs of
the town, The last one was made shortly after the Housing Act of 1935
introduced specific legislation to desl with overcrowding. A second one
could provide useful information on present dey conditions. In the absence
of precise information one can turn only to statistics relating to applicants
for Corporation tenancies.

At the end of 1963 the number of such applicants, living in the Borough,
was 1,068, many of whom, when due for investigation by the Housing Department,
will heve found other accommodation. Of these 1,088 applicants, 615 arc
persona living in lodgings at the time of application, and 276 are elderly
persons secking accommodation more suited to their needs. Only 31 of the
latter were living in lodgings, and the provision of a sufficient number of
new units specific to the needs of the elderly would releasc much under-
ocoupicd mccommodation and contribute substantislly to the gencral housing
need. The 116 bungalows already provided for elderly persons, supplemented
by 101 bed-sitter flats - mostly lct to elderly people - are clearly inadequate
to mect the demand, end further units are under construction. Table 3
indicates the progress now being made in the provision of dwellings for the
elderly.

Table 3. Housing of Elderly Persons

‘No. of 'elderly As % of all
In the year - person' units in Corporation
the Borough housing
1940 18 1.3
1950 32 1.7
1960 85 3.2
1963 217 T:5

The Council heve not confined their considerations merely to the quantita-
tive aapact of this problem. Their schemes at Churchbalk and Mill Garth
indieate a concern for the comfort and welfare of the eldsrly which is wholly
commendable,

In this Report 'statutory overcrowding' refers to the gross state of over-
occupation which'constitutes an offence under the Housing Act, 1957. Such
ovcrerowding occurs whon the number of porsons sleeping in a house exceeds the
'permitted number' of persons, as given in the rent book. The number of cases
found and abated during tho past six years are given in Tabe 4.

Table 4. Incidence and Abatement of Statutory Overcrowding

Tear

No. of casacs

1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963

On register at begining

of yoear 5 2 3 2 i (e}
Added to rogister during

the year 5 2 (1] 0 1 1
Abated during the year a8 1 1 1 2 (e}

On reglster at cnd of
yoar 2 3 2 1 Q 1




These figurca may appear to be impressively low and, without explanation,
e¢ould be mislesding. The stututory standard was laid down over s quarter of a
century ago and, in oy opinion, fails completely to measure up to modern ideas
on the subject. ceause of this low standard many families of only four or
five persons, having insufficient bedroom accommodation and being eclearly in
need of rehousing, do not qualify for the statutory priority accorded to 'over-
crowded' applicants for local authority tenancies. It may well be that &
highor standard, nationally applied, would ereate problems in some of our
gitiea, but should the smaller communities have to 'mark time' until the whole
country is ready for a new stendard?

Fitness of dwellings

Twenty-two unfit houscs werc demolished and sixteen closed, and 93 were
repaired or improved during the year as the result of sction teken by the
Dopartmont. Particulars of housing asctivitios are summarised below:=

1. Inspection of houses -

(1) Total number of houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) 694

{E} Humbor of inspections made in thiz connection

(initial inspections, re-visits, works in

progreas, ete.) 1,147
(3) Number of houses (included in (1) above)

ingpected and recorded undcr the Housing
Consolidated Rogulations 3358

(4} Houses needing further acticn:

(a) Mumber considered to be unfit for human
hebitation TS

(b) Humber (excluding those in (a) above}
considered to be not in all respects
reasonebly fit 6

2. Remedy of defective conditions -

(1] Houses made fit, or in which defeccts were
remedied, as a result of informsl action a0

{E] BEouses rendered fit, or in which defects ware
remedied, a8 & result of formal action:

(a) Housing Act 1

(b) Public Health act 2

3. Clearance, ete. of houses =

(1) Action taken in respect of Clearance Arcas:

(a) Humber of new areas declared

{b} Humber of families diaplaced

{n} Number of houses (in clearanee arcas nnly}
demolished
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Accidents in the Home

Bad housing conditions have a considerable bearing on the problem of
accidents in the home, end, when housing inspections are carricd out, this is
borne in mind. Disrepair ean be & direct csuse of accidents, and the remedy
of defective fireplaces, floors, window sash cords, end the like, presents no
problem; but in the case of such defects as ill-lighted stasircases, badly-
sited external toilets, and obsolete types of heating appliances - unless these
oeceur in propotty which cen be rectified by improvement grant, action must
necessarily be deferred until clecrance become: possible, Over-heating and bad
ventilation - resulting in fatigue - are mattors which can be pointed out to
tenants; but over-occupation, another relevant factor, is loas readily solved
in the continuing housing shortage. 5

The Department is further interested in this problem, having responei-
bility for administering locally The Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Aet, 1952,
and Regulotions made thoreunder. Those Rugulations require fireguards to be
fitted to gas snd electric fires and oil heaters designed for domestic use and
so constructed that, without e guerd, there would be likelihood of injury by
burning, or ignition of clothing. The Reguletions prescribe standard tests
for construction and performance. The co-operation of manufscturers has
reduced the nced for official action to & minimum. ]

In recent months the problem of eccidents in thc home hes roceived wide-
spread publicity., If this stimulates further thought and rceearch into the
planning and design of the home and its furnishings with proper appreciation
of the functional aspects of safety then the efforts of those most comccrned
will not have been in vein., For my own part I find that true evaluation of
dangers bosetting the home arc only fully apparent when one has to care for
either the very young, or the old and infirm. That which the active mind
and body cccepts and makes nllowances for does mot afford even marginal safety
for those in the extreme age groups, , It does not necd the architect or
designer or safety expert to point out the dangers in our homos - most of us
can excreise sufficient thought in our day to day activities to avoid obwious
dangers.

Several authoritics have suggested somc system of notification of home
accidents to enable defeetive conditions to be remedied more quickly. Any
attempt to provide an answer to a problem which, every year, takes somc two
million people to hospital = even though the great majority are for out-
patient treatment only - would be well worth while.

Houses in Multiple Occupation =

The problems arieing from sulti-occupation occur mainly in the larger
towns, and the squalid conditions which resulted in the passing of Part II of
the Housing Act of 1961 and the Housing Regulations of 1962 are not to be
found in the Borough. The bulk of the one-time high class residential
property which, in old age, lends itself to multiple occupation, has largely
disapponred as the result of slum clearance and commercial development.

Common Lodsine Housea

The Ministry of Health ask for information about common lodging houses.
There are no such premises in the Borough, the last having been demolished
over a decade ago.

Section 235 of tho Fublic Hoalth Act, 1936 defines a common lodging
house as a house¢ provided for the purpose of accommodating by night poor
persons, not being members of the same family, who resort thereto and are
~llowed to occupy one common room for the purposes of slceping or eating.
There is no evidence of need for such premises in the Borough in these days.




Boarding Establishments for Tronsport Drivers

A recent development in the Borough, involving what is believed to be o
small number of public houses, dwellinghouses end least one cafe iz the
provision of lodgings for trans.ort drivers. o specific legislation covers
this activity, but at the time of writing an invcatigation is in progresas to
aecertain the extent to which it is enrried on. Where ne system of
inspection or control cxists then verious public health hazards may arise.
Such mattore as overcrowding, insufficicnt sanitary accommodation, unsatlis—
foctory facilities for preparing food, can, if allowed to develop unchecked
provide vectors for the transference of communicable diseases.







Council resolved to adhere to their existing poliey, but to leave over for the
time being the existing torget date.

When the Council considered & further circular issued in Deccmber, 1962,
again urging increased actiwvity, they recsolved that the establishment of a
third smokc control eres be deferrcd for three months, although authorisation
was given to continue with the survey of the arca, upon which it was hoped to
report in 1963. 1In the event, however, survey work was not completed until
after the end of 1963. This coincided with o further Kinistorial circular
indicating a changing fuel supply position. At the time of writing, the
establishment of a third arca is in sheyence until a report cen be submitted
on the proctical applications of the eircular.

Rood Vehiele Follution

Unlike roilway smokc, road wchiele pollution is not dealt with under the
Glean Adr Gct, but by Regulationa made under the Road Teaffiec 4ct.  Sinee
April, 1955, Regulations have required every motor vehicle to be so constructed
that no avoidable smoke is emitted. Hoguletions made in 1957 require that
no person shall use. any motor vehicle from which =smoke is cmitted which is
likely to cause damge to property, or injure or cause danger to & road uscr.
Further Regulations were made controlling the usc of cxcess fuel starting
devices. These Regulations are adeministered by the Policc. One hears
too infrequently of offenders being taken to Court, but it must be conceded
that the statutory approach to thoe problem of road vehicle pollution is that
of public sefoty and not public health.




Section Three

FOOD HYGIENE

Moot Supply - Moat Imspeetion - Milk and Milk
Products - OCenercl Food Inspection and Sampling -
Food Fremises ond Proccssing - Sele of Pood in the
Open - Diegpossl of unfit food

Heat Supply

When Government comtrol of slsughtering cctivities ended in 1954, the
Corporation undertook to centinue the peliey of ecentral slaughtering in the
Borough, and eorried on at the Newtown premiscs lessed from the Pontefract
Industrial Co=operntive Society Limitod.

With & nominal cupacity of 60 cattlo units per week the Newtown premisea
bocame grossly overworked as throughput inercosed. The nced for modern,
hygienic, food proparing premises became apporent and culminsted in November
1962 with the opening of the Municipal Abettoir at Weler Tane, Enottingley Road.

The following Teble indicates the incremse in throughout over the yenrs,
end particularly the inercase in throughput during 1961 and 1962 with thao
conscquent strain placed on the Nowtown freilities.

a8 I remnrked in the prefoce to this report, last year's figures were
disappointing in view of the scrviecs avoilsble. In some oeasure the slight
fzll in throughput = ., be accounted for in two woys. Firatly, the sevare
winter of 1962 ravaged the sheep breeding industry and the full effects were
not expericneed until midway through 1963 when e narked shortage of sheep and
lambe oceourrcd. Sececondly, the full coffeet of Swine Pever cradication polieies
bocame app rent during the year. Several major outbrenks ogcurred in the
County annd the onsuing poliey of slszughter and disposal (as with Foot and Mouth
discase) reduccd for o time tho numboers of pigs sveileble for human consumption.
Teble 10 reflecte these foctora in figures for throughput.

Table 9. Throughput - Yearly perioda

Throughput
Year Totnl Hunber Woekly aversge
of nunboer of
Cattle Units® Cattle Units
1955 2,503 48 -
1956 3,238 62
1957 3,168 60
1958 3,405 65
1959 3,340 64
1960 3,216 61
1961 4,625 a9
1962 5,797 110
1963 5,638 108

*One ecnttle unit is cquivalent to three calves, five sheep or two pigs.

Table 10 gives particulars of throughput during the year reviewed, together
with the 1962 figurcs, for comparative purposes. The 1963 throughpat of 12,345
(5,638 cattle units) against the 1962 throughput of 13,253 (5,757 cattle units)
represcnta a8 decrcosc of £¢- on cattle units.
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Meat Inspection

The most important impact on the meat inspection service during the year
was the introduction of the Meat Inspection Regulations, 1963. Local Authori-
ties, by these Regulations are required to implement a complete and efficient
meat inspection scrvice covering abattoirs in their district. The Regulations
are designed to achieve 100% inspection of cercases and offal in areas where
previcusly it had not been posaible; this did not affect the Corporation's
Abattoir where a full and proper inspection service has always been maintained.
Procedure for inapection, however, does call for a greater length of time to be
spont st the Abattoir and it is usual for inspectors cngaged on meat inspection
to be present during the hours of slaughter, and also to ensure that anta-mortem
and post-mortem examinations are effectively carried out.

The practical value is not without importance as can be ascertained from
the statistical tables on meat inspection. The incidence of disease is
clearly of a lower order than thati of ten or more years ago. In spite of
this the inspector must be doubly alert if he is to detect the live animal
that is unthrifty or carcase meat and offsl which ie diseased. With the
introduction of intensive breeding and stock raising; the use of antibiotics
and slaughter of animsls at an earlier age; symtoms of disease may not be so
obviocus., Very eoften the change is subtle and does not conform to text book
description. Inspectors engaged on meat inspection must therefore, interest
themselves to o greater degree in animal pathology, and freely resort to
bactericlogicael exemination in support of findings.

During 1963 eight carcases were condemned. It is interesting to note that
88 in the previous year no beef carcases were involved. Howewar, from a batch
of pigs sent for slaughter one case of swine fever was detected on post-mortem
exanination and the appropriate action taken. The routine work at the
abattoir was not interrupted on this occasion, due in no small measure to the
forethought in providing separate isoletion facilities for suspect animals and
carcase meat.

The following Table shows the decrease in the incidence of tuberculosis.

Table 11, Incidence of Tuberculosis in Food Animals

Year

Incidence of Tuberculosis
1950 | 1955 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963

% of Animal affected.-

Cattle excluding cows | 17.8 g.3% 0.7 0.1 | 0.15 -
Cowa 50.8 | 16.3 4.1 1.5 - -
hEB 519 2-‘ GIT ﬂ-a - n¢1°

The 19 beast carcases found to be affected with cysticercoais give a
percentoge ineidenze of 1.15. In 16 cases where cyste were localised and degene-
rate, carcapes were pagsed ag fit after jointing end detailed inspection. In
three cases the cysts were viable, the invasion localised and, before baing
released for human consumption, carcase and unaffected organe woere subjected to
controlled refrigeration. Table 11a gives comparative figurea of incidence
ovaer the past four years,

Table 11a. Incidence of Cysticercus bowis

Year No. of cases % Incidence
1961 16 1.08
1962 12 0.63
1963 19 1.15

= 8=




Table 12,

& total of 8 carcases, 5 parts of carcases and 353
condeémned, their totesl weight being 1 ton 17 cwts. and
perticulars of the various classes of animals inspected and of co

15 1ba.

Table.d2 gives
ndemnation.

Record of Meat Inspection and Incidence of Discase

organa and parts were

Clasz of Animel

Cottle

{exﬂluding

Cows)

J

Cows

Calves

Sheep
and
Lamba

Pigs

fumber killed
Numbcr inspeected

AlYl discases excopt
tuboreulosis and
cyaticerci:

¥hole caronsea
condemned

Carceses of which
g0me part Or organ
was condemned

Porcentage of the
number inspected
affected with disecse
other then tuberou-
losis and cysticerci

Tuberoulosis only:

Whole carcases
condemned

Carcascs of which
aome port or organ
was condemned

Percentage of the
animspls inspocted
affected with
tuberculosia

Cysticerci:

Carcascs of which
gome part or ergan
was condemned

Carceses submitted
to treatment by
refrigeration

Generalised andd
totally condemned

2,015

2,015

175

B.685

16

T2
Te

4.16%

e —

15
15

6.66%

5,251
5,251

26

0.51%

4,992
4,992

132

1.95%

0.10%

Agriculture Act, 1947,

Food.
the livestock morkots,

Fatstock Guarsntes Schome

Throughout the yoar the Abottoir continucd to opcrate as n Cortifiecd
Dendweight Contre for the purposes of the F
which gunrentee payments

To qualify for gua
certified by authoriscd officcrs of the Fin
This is o convenient

S .

atstock Guarantee Scheme, under

arc made to produccrs of livestock undcr Part I of the
rontec poyment fatstock must be
istry of Agrieculture, Fisheries and
arrangemont for produccrs who do not noed to use




Hilk Supply

s required by Article B of tho Milk and Dairics (General) Regulations,
1959, & register is kept of all pursons carrying on the trade of milk distri-
butor from premises in the Borough, and of all premiscs in the district which
are used as deirics (cxeept dairy farms, which sre registered by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries). Table 13 gives particulars of the changes
which took place during the year and of the position at the cnd of the year,

Table 13. Registration of Deiries and Milk Distributors

; s : Distributors
Particulars of changes Dpirice |— e po
No. on register at 1st January ) 53 IEN; |15
No. in rospect of which now
opplicetions were made 0 0 4]
Ho. in respoct of which
applicant was refused on
public heslth grounds (] o a
No. added to register Le] 4] 0
No. removed from register -
(a) Trading coased 0 4 0
(b) On public hemlth grounds 0 0 . 0
Fo. on register at 3ist Docember 4 49 10

* Only bottled 'Sterilisc!' milk sold in these CaBgE.

Gencrally, the standard of distribution is satisfactory. Minor violations
of the Milk and Dairics Regulations have not neeessitated formal actiom.
Conditions at the dairies wore satisfnctory.

The use of a special designation (Tubereculin Teated, Pastcurised or
Sterilised) and the holding of the appropriate licence under the Milk (Speeciel
Designation) Regulations is obligetory upon all milk retsilers in $he Borough.
This has been the cosc for soms yeors in consequence of the inclusion of the
Borough in a "Specificd Area' made by Order of the Ministers of Agriculture and
Health. The retailing of non-designated milks in the area is an offence. In
June 1962 The Speeinl Designation (Specified Arcas)(No.2) Order came into
operation under which the whole of England and Woles became n specifiocd arca.

Fiftoen spmples of milk of warious grades, bottled ready for sale, were
taken during the course of the year for examination for compliance with the
standards loid down by the Regulations. All were satisfactory,

The us¢ of cartons incresscs, largely through sales from vending machines,
but distribution is still based on the returnnble glass container. An impor-
tant sapoct of hygienic milk control is, therefore, the cleansing of bottles
before re-use. Washed bottles teken periodically from the local bottling
dediry and examined bacteriologically all reached a high standard. Deapite
2ll the elaborate precautions taken, the odd dirty bottle = s0 misused by n
congumer that the most officient of wnshing machines fails to clean it - gets
through to the next consumer. An eloctronic detector now on the market will
reject unclean bottles; but if the cconomics of the Industry allew it, a change
over to non-roturnable cartons would solve this and other problems.




Table 14. Graded Milks: Sampling Records

Grade of Test Applied
milk |
Methylene Blue* | Phosphatage*#* Turbidity**| Biological###

Fasteuriscd & & - -
Steriliscd 2 = 2 i
1.7,

Pasteurised 3 ! = =
Raw T.T. i = - -

* Por cleanliness and keeping quality
#* For efficient heat treatment
*%#* For prescnce of tubarele

Ice-Creap Monufacture and Sele

A8 réquired by Scetion 16 of the Pood znd Drugs Act, 1955, = register is
kept of ell premiscs used for th snle, manufacture or storage for sale of
ice=creom. Table 17 gives particulars of the changes which took plzce during
the year, and of the position at the end of the yeer.

Table 15. Registretion of Jee-Crenm Promiscs

Sale and Manufacture
storage snle and storage

Ho. on registor at 1at Janaary 103 2

Mo. in respeet of which new
applications were made 2 0

Ho. in reapect of which
application was refused 0

No. of registrations eancelled -
(a) following offenccs 0 0
{b} censed to trade 3 3 [}

No. of changes of oceupntion in ;
registered premiscs notified .| 3 | 0

No. on register at 31st December 102 2

The two registured ice-crcam factories are not in use ns such, and =11
ice-crcam sold in the Borough is made elaewhere, Ten menufacturers are
registercd to sell their ice-cream from vehicles in the Borough. Such
vehicles must meet the stendard laid down by the Council, which inecludes the
provision of = hot wator unit for hendwashing, and other messurce for preven-
ting contamination of the ice-crenm. No offences under the Ice-Cream (Heat
Trcatment, otc.) Regulations in relation to storage for sale have becn noted,

There is no test for the bacteriological groding of ico-cerocem which is
considered satisfoctory for usc ns o atatutory test, but on the Provisional

= 27 =




Grading at present in use, tho 10 samples of ice-cream token during the yeer
moy be grouped ce follows:

Pable 16, Iec-Cream Grading

P Official Loeal figures for the yenr 1963
Standard
Ro. Percontago
Not less ;
| than 505 7 705%
liot lcss
1 and 2 than 80% 7 T0%
Hot more
3 than 20%% 0 -
4 0 3 30%

Genernl Food Inspection

In nddition to the inspcction of ment at the Abattoir, shops were visited
from timc to time for the inspection of meat and other foods. Over the
period under roview the following totnl quantitics of unfit food were eondemned
ns unfit for human consumption:- i

1,854 1bs. meats
2,006 lbs. apples
627 1ba. pototoos
200 1ba. coconut
18 lba. fruit
14 lba. misecllancous foods

Cortificates were issued to traders in 121 cases, enabling them te eliim
from wholesalers for less of foods condemned,

Genercl Food Sampling

In 1962 o regular programme of sampling of all types of food for bacterio-
logicnl purpescs commenced. During 1963 systemstic sampling continusd but,
in the light of e¢xperience, wos more carcfully prograsmud throughout the year.
The rosults obtsined, although of no stntutory significance, provided the
Department with much useful information. - In particular when less than satis-
factory rosults wore obtained, and the produet had boon menufactured or
proparcd ot premiscs within the Borough, those premiscs and processes were
given speeinl ond detoiled examination. At the some time techniquea were
edopted in which foed in warious stages of preparation was sampled for evidance
of bacterial activity. Articles and equipment used during food preporation
were cxamined by the use of sterile awabs, In anddition, prepared swaba wore
placed in the drainage system discharging from food promiscs in order to-
indieate the prusence or otherwise of pathogenic organisms.

These teobniques and interpretation of results arc best likencd to an esarly
warning system; but morc than this, the results obtained by those motheds
provide a wealth of matcrial for use in practieal hcalth education. The work
involved has proved to be both interesting ond rowarding, and I find in
practice that mensgement and workers respond far better to appenls for greater
eerc and elennliness if the interpretation of bacteriological findings are
linked, in discussion, to the employee's every day work.

Food Premises

The conditions under which food for salc is prepored cnd handled in the
factorics, worchouscs, shops rostaurants and hotels in the Borough,
occupies much of the Depertmont's time.

A [ T




The numbers of the diffcerent class.s of food premises as ot the end of
the year, are given in Tablec 17,

Table 17. Food Premiscs aecording to Trade

- Hanufacture
cﬁzi:r:fﬂirﬁﬁ;fﬁﬁaﬂr or Distributicn Total
s Preparation

Fencral Grocor 84 84
Bread and Cokes 6 2] 14
Sugar Confoctioncr 4 21 25

Greengroecr, fish
game and poultry 2 19 21

Butcher and mcat

preparation 21 22 43
Chemists 6 G
Fish Frying 17 . A
Public Houscs and elubs 52 ' 52
Off licence premises 8 a8

Cafes, snack bars
and centeona 36 36

Church premiscs (kitchens) [ B

Beer and mineral wator

bottling 3 3
Miscellancous 2 a 10
Totala 97 228 525

Une hundred cnd twenty-three of these premiscs are rogisted under Section
16 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955; 102 of these, as alrendy indicnted, are

ice-cream premises, the recmaining 21 being registered for the manufacture of
made-up meats eteo.

Table 18 gives figures indicative of the Department's activities in this
ficld since the coming into opcration of the Food Hygienc Regulntions in 1956,

Table 18. Inspection of Food Promiscs

1956 1957 | 1958 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961 1962 1963

No. of visits paid -
to food premises 93 294 182 122 110 148 S0 183

Ho. of food rooms
inapectaed 199 392 475 349 195 352 2T 343

Ho. of offences
noted under Food
Hyglene Hepulations

No. of offonces out-
Btanding at cnd of

year 228 197 278 68 22 20




It is indeed cold comfort to record that whilst over twice a8 many inspee-
tions of food premises ‘took place in 1963 ns in the previous year the rof
offences rose by more than five times the figure for 1962. Many of the
offences were not of = gross or serious nuture, and yet nre indicative of =
'lnisser faire' attitude on the part of some troders, This is & luxury no one
enn afford, if incidents like thnt recently witnessed in Aberdesn are to be
avoided. In this contixt the importance of educction as agoninst enforcezent
continues to figure prominently in the Dupartment's activities. It is one
thing, for exasmple, to enforce the provision of wash-hand basins on food
premises; it is another thing to ensure that they cre used solely for personal
woshing, or even used at all. The need to break any pessible chain of infec-
tion between the food handlers and the foud handled must clenrly be stressed in
such cases. It is at this juncture that we can utilise to advantage our know-
ledge of bacteriologien] techmiques and results. Food hygiene education ia
time consuming, and the tack is not mode easier by the inevituble movement of
ataff and, in particuler, the entry of young persons ns raw recruits into the
food trade. Iz it too much to ask for a short course of training ams o pre-
requisite to taking up work for the first time os n food hahﬂlhf?

Snlae Food the O r

As required by section 76(1) of the West Riding County Council (Ceneral)
Powers) Act, 1951, registers are kept of persons howking food in the Borough,
and hawkers' storage premises. Table 19 gives particulars of the )
which took plnee during the year under review, ond of the position et the end
of the year. :

Table 19. Registration of Food Haowkers and Storage Premises

Particulars of changes Saylers ?::::::l
No. on Register at 1at January 63 4
Ho. in respect of which new
applications wers made 2 o
Ho. in respect of which
application waa refused o 0
No. of registrations revoked -
(a) Following offences 0 0
(b) Censed to trade 0 330
Ko. on register at 31st December 65 . 4

On food premises = high standard of food hygiene can be obtoined providing
the bnsic needs of sdequnte accommodation and services nre sntiafied, In out-
side trading, whether it be from = market stall or a mobile shop, these needa
are normally met at only minimal lewel., The number of purpose=built mobile
shops is graduslly rising, but even in these apace is necesaarily at o minisum,
artifieiel lighting con be woefully inadequate, and & limited hot water supply
can encourage its conservation rither than use.

In this nspect the Department's work, the utmost difficulty is experienced
in keoping track of mobile traders. I am of opinion that a system of annual
licensing would be more useful and administratively more ncceptable than
registrotion.

At the time of writing the Government have indicated their intention to
issue regulctions covering the use of outdoor markets nnd mobile ghope.: I .
consider these regulaticns to be long overdue and it is hoped that within the
proctical limits set by the very noture of these trades, the standards of
construction and hygiene will approcch those required in food shops.

T




Table 20 analyses the number of registered food hawkers cecording te the
various ¢lasses of trode.

Teble 20,  Food Howkers mccording to trade

Ho. Regizstored

At Jlet Added Removed
Trade | Dec. 1963 during during

i 1963 1963

I
Butcher 15 8] Q
Grocer 3 8] 8]
Greengrocer 17 0] (0]
Fishmonger = 0] 0]
Confectioner B (] 8]
Ice=Crean 10 Q 0
Kobile Centeen 1 4] 0
Butcher ond Grocer i (1] o]

!

Grocer, butcher, fish
and fruit | 1 0 0
Grocer and confectioner 5 0 (]
Fish and Greengrocer | 1 (4] (1]
Shell Fish 2 g 0
Totals 65 & 0
Disposn) of Unfit Food
All unfit food should be disposed of in such o manner that it cannot
later, by accident or otherwise, be used for humsn consumption. In partiocu-

lar the dispesal of disensed meant from sloughterhouses, and of 2ll knacker
mest, should be under strict control.

The Meat (Staining ond Sterilisstion) Regulations, 1960 require, with
certein exceptions, that unfit meat shall be sterilised, and all knacker
meat stained or sterilised, before entering the chnin of distribution as
pet food, or for processing for any purpose.. The principnl exception is
unfit ment from slaughterhouses which do not nave their own sterilisation
plant; such mest must be sent to processors under arrangements approved by
the appropriate public health officera,.

A great deul of unfit ment is brought inte the Borough for sterilisa-
tion at factories referred to later in this Report under the heading of
Uffensive Trades. Co-ordination between the Department and the source
authoerities has been mainteined; every effort has been made to ensure
compliance with the Regulations at 211 collecting points: end I am setisfied
that the chaneces of unfit meat being diverted into the wrong channels are
remote.

The Regulations have been strongly criticised because they permit raw
knacker meat, which has been merely stoined, to reach the retail pet foods
market. Such a practice is clearly a potential danger to public health.

In pontefrzet, however, such danger is at o minimum since Byelaws were made
in 1953 which forbid the retell sale of raw knacker mect.

- 25 -




Section Four

OCCUPATIONAL HYGIENE

Foctorics -~ Outworkers - Offices =
Other Workplaces - Shops

The Department sharcs responsibility for hygiene and welfare in places
of employment with the Fuctory Inspectorate of the Home Office and the Shops
ct Authority. So for as non-industrisl premises are conccrned new legisla-
tion in the form of thc Offices, Shops nnd Rrilwoy Premises Act, 1963 has
been mode increasing considorably the loeal suthority's responsibilities.
New standnrds are to be prescribed by Regulations and in the year under review
o puried of morking time hics taken place in respect of non-industrial premises.
The next few years will see a considerzble expansion in this section of the
report, Implementation of the act calls for a special report to be submitted
to the Ministry of Labour ennually on matters of information and work carried
out by the Local authority Inspectorate, in enforcing the Act and Regulations
mede thersunder.

Factories

The term 'factory' as used in the Pactories Act, 1937, includes all
premises where articles are mande, altered qr repaired for purposes of gain,
and I append a liat of the different trades carried on at factories in the

Borough:=

Automobile engineering Furniture manufscture and
Boking polishing
Barley processing Glue ond size meking
Beer and mineral water Grain and seed procesaing

bottling Laundering
Blacksmi thery Liquorice confectionery
Boot repairing manufacture and packing
Box and packing material Malting

menufacture Milk pasteurisation
Erush meking Monumental BASORTY
Building Fhotography
Cattle food manufacture Printing
Clothes monufncture Saddlery
Coal=gns distribution Sawmill
Engincering Slaughter of food cnimals
Fat refining Tailoring
Fellmongering Tinamithery
Founding Upholatery

Whiteami thery

Wire goods manufacture

The regiater of Factories, kept by the Council pursuant to seetion E[}}
of the Act, contains particulars of B4 factories, and Table 21 gives informa-
tion relating to inspectiona, notices and defects found and remedied,

Lo




Table 21, Factories Records - 1963
Bumber Inspect- | Number of Defects
on ions written
Regiater made notices Found | Remedied
(1) Factories without
mechanical power
(aactinna 1 to 4
and 6 and 7 of the
Act enforced by
local suthorities) 3 1 0 0 0
(2) Pactories with 1
mechanical power
(section 7
enforced by local
authorities) 81 72 2 13 1
Totala 84 3 z2 13 1
(2) Other premises
(=ection 7
enforced by local
authorities) 2 2 0 0 0
Totals 86 T8 e 135 1

The frequent inspection of factories with mechanical power is not
considered necessary in view of the visits made by H.M. Factory Inspectors,
who refer relevant matters to the Corporation. The Depnrtmont comments on
plane submitted for neyw development, and inspections are made when factoriea
are visited in the course of other duties, such as food hygiene,

Workplaces

The term 'workplace' as used in the Public Health act, 1936, comprises
offices, restaurant kitchens and various other promises in which persons
are employed; but excludes factories and (except for 'overcrowding'
purposes) shops to which the Shops Act, 1950, applies. When unsatisfac-
tory conditioms have come to notice the requisite remedinl measures have
been token.

Shops

The term 'shop' includes warehousca used in connection with wholesale
or reteil trade, refreshment houses, lending libraries and hairdressing
eetablishasénts. 432 shop premises are listed on the Register, and the
Shops Act, 1950, applies to some two-thirds of these. 80 visits for the
investigation of welfare arrangements were made in 1963,







Paddli Fool

The paddling pool in the Valley Gardens has proved to be a popular
nddition to the gardens. ' Prequency of water changes, and methods of
bacterizl and algae control, have been recomménded to the Park's Deportment
and the efficiency of these is checked from time to time.

Refreshment Houses

Under this heading I refer to all restaurants, public houses and clubs.
When these premises ore visited under the Food Hygiene Regulations, an
inspection is made ot the same time of toilet focilities under section B9
of the Public Health Act, 1936, this section relates to provision made for

the convenience of persons resorting to the premises. Conditions generally
were satiafactory.

Hajrdressers gnd Barbers Establishmenta

As required by Section 120(1) of the West Riding County Council {General
Powers) Act, 1951, a register is kept of persons carrying on the business
of hairdresser or barber on premises in the Borough. Table 23 gives the
numbers of such establishments, and indicates changes during, and the
position at the close of the year.

Table 23. Registration of Hairdresser and Barbers

"~

Particulars of changes ] Fremises Peraons
No. on Register at 1st January 32 35
No. of entries added during 1963 9 10
Ho. of entries removed 4 4
NHo. on Register at 31at December 37 a1

Twenty premises were inspected during 1963 and = high sfandard of hygiene
was noted, porticularly in the Ladies' Establishuents.







Section Soven

PREVENTION AllD ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

Control of Offensive Trades - Animol Hygicne -
Noise Abatement - Moveable Dwellings - Rag
Flock and Other Filling Materisls

Control of Offensive Troades

Offensive trades within the meaning of scetion 107(1)(1) of the Publie
Health Act, 1936, ore corried on at two premises in the Borough, the trades
concerned being thosc of bone boiler, fat extractor, fat melter, fellmonger,
£lue moker and size moker, A further trade carried on is the concentration
cnd sterilisation of vegetnble and animel waste, declared by the Council to
be o2n offensive trade pursuant to their powers under paragraph (ii)(b) of the
sub-section.

Theac trades provide a nceessary public health service., Large quantities
of wanste motorial, some of it alrondy in on advanced state of decay, are
brought on to these premiscs and not only rendered innocuous, but converted
into useful commodities, Steps are taken to control the vorious processcs and
to prevent the escape of offensive goses generated in the course of processing.
The complex and varinble nature of the raw meterinl roceived rondere constant
care nccessary; the manogement must be on the alert for the first indiecation of
the escape of offensive offluvium, and thereupon adjust the plant controls
accordingly. Therc is no clternative to this empirical approach. Largely
because those responsible become accustomed to the characteristic odour of the
trade, the ncoed for this adjustment is sometimes approciated later then
neccasary to prevent odour in the ncighbourhood. This normally does not
continue for mor: than = few minutcs on any occasion, but this is leng enough
for one to realise that good planning demands the siting of such premises well
awny from built-up arcas.

During 1963 greator nttontion than cver was given to the two firms concorned
in thesé trades. Some 78 detsiled inspuctions of premiscs weroc undertaken -
over twice as many as in the provious year., Even this attention did not
preévent serious nuisance arising frowm premiscs occupied by the Co-operative
Wholesale Socicty Follmongering Deportment. During November a build-up of
incoming raw matcrials, combined with illness of key operators ceused a
reduction in the proccssing nctivities. at the some time o period of humid
wenther prevoiled accelernting the rate of decomposition of the mccummulated
raw meterials.  Offensive odours emanated into the surrounding area and
complnints were received. Foilure to have a sufficient reserve of trained men
ready to take the place of key workers and failure to restrioct the inflow of
rew materials coused the worst incident experienced during the year. The
lessons to be learnt from this wore not lost on those conecerned and the mANAgE=
ment hzve since tnken steps to prevent & similar re-currence,

The Corporation have taken all reasonably practicable mensurss to control
cffensive trades. The mancgements concerned are anxious not to cause offence,
and give considerable attention to improvement of the plant

animal Hygiene

apart altngﬁther from the nuisance potential of onimals kept under
unsatisfactory conditions, nnimal digseases moy effect, direetly or indirectly,
the public henlth. The control of conditions, therefore, under which
gnimalsa are kept, whether they be animnls on szle in pet shops, or food

cnimals awniting slaughter, or animals on agricultural heldings, is a matter
which must concern the Department.

The Pet Animnls Act, 1951, provides for the licensing of pet shops by
the local suthority who, baforq granting o licence must be satisfied that
nnimals for sale will be kept in accommodation suitsble ns respocts size,
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temperature, lighting, ventilation and cleanliness; be adequately supplied
with suitable food and drink and (so far as necessary) visited at suitable
intervels; that precautions will be taken to prevent the spread of diseases
omong onimols, ond that steps will be token in cose of fire or other emergency.
There are two licensed premises in the Borough, nt which conditions wvere
satisfeetory.,

Towards the end of the yecr o new Act waas placed upon the Statute book -
The Animnl Bonrding Estoblishments Act, 1963,  Administration of the Act is
made the responsibility of the Local Authority. Upon being satisfied that
onimals will be kept in accommodation suitable ns respects size, temperature,
lighting, ventilation, cleanliness; be adequately supplied with suitsble food
and drink ond visited ond exercised -t suitable intervals, snd that suitable
steps will be token in cmse of fire or other emergency. '

Although there were no such premises within the Borough at the time this
Act wop passed, one person has recently applied for a licence to use his
premises for the boarding of dogs. These premises if corefully controlled
cen provide o valuable service to the public perticularly at holiday times.
The denge in the post was that unscrupulous persons having undertaken the core
of animals pleced in their custody, often grossly neglected them. As a
result, a private members' Bill was promoted in Parlisment and ultimately the
general support it received erebled it to pnsa into legislation.

Hoise Abtegent

For many- years Byelaws relating to noise nuisence have been in force in
the Borough, decling with such metters as sounding musical instruments or
singing in the streets to the annoyance of occupantsof houses, offices,
churches or hospitals. In 1951 the West Riding County Council (Generel.
Powers) Act ndded noise nuisance to the stotutory nuisances, ond the Noise
Anctement Act of 1960 provided general legislation on similer lines and
restricted the use of loudspeakers in the streets.

Two nlleged noise nuisances were under investigation during the year.
Both arose from machinery on trade premises. In ench cnse the managoment
wore taking the best practicable menns avnilable to them to minimise the
neise level, z2nd ne formel netion could therefore be tuken.

lg Dwe

At the beginning of 1963, and throughout the year, no carcvans were
stationed in the Borough with the exception of n few in exempted closses;
namely, those sited within the curtilege of » dwocllinghouse and where use is
incidentol to the enjoyment of the house, cnd those staticned for one or two
nights only, the sites being sco used for not more than twenty-eight deys in
e year. The Corporation's byelaws lay down the standards of hygiene
applionble in such cases.

4 problem that accounted for an incrensing amount of the Dupertment's
timo during the year was that relating to the unaouthorised cemping activities
of gypsies. Complaints were received on several occasions concerning the
stotioning of coravans on the verges of lanes on the outskirts of the Borough,
In apite of repoated attcmpts to keep these sites clear it becnme increasingly
difficult os the yenr progressed. The lanes themsclves, on occnsions, were
turncd into ministure scrap yards with accummulntions of scrap metal, rags,
and old motor vehieles. Whilst this zlone is unsatisfoctory cnd can quickly
lend to deterioration of the countryside, the public hoalth uspect is even
more anlarming. In every single case investigoted abscnce of toilet foeili-
ties, lack of provision for domestic refuse, and unsatisfactory disposal of
wnste water gave rise to unasntisfnctory conditions in these lanes. Fnrmers
of edjocent land were plogued by horscs straying on crops ond gross land,
Similar complaints woere received from householders who found thaot a Playing
field set aside for children often had ns many as fen horses on the site,
and afforded a messure of danger to smnller children.
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There is no doubt in my mind thet if sllowed to go unchecked, this
pattern of unsatisfactory behaviour, once cstablished, would prove difficult
to eradicate,

With these problems in mind cereful inspection records were kept,
including conditions of the site, and of the vehicles conccrned, and the
length of time o vehicle occupied a particuler site.

The work commenced during 1963 resulted in proceedings under section 95
of the West Riding County Council (General Powers) Act, 1951 in February of
this year. 45 a result an area of land in frequent use for camping by
‘gypsies was declared a prohibited area for such purposes. 3ince the order
was made no serious recurrence of the problem has arisen and only twice has
the site been used by caravan dwellers, but subsequent action quiekly mecured
the elearance of the site. :

Flngk Qther Fill Materiala

The Rag Flock and Othor Filling Materisls Act, 1951, is deaigned to
secure the use of clean filling materiazls in upholstered articles, and
during 1962 Regulations were made under this Act, superseding earlier
Reguletions, and bringing up to date the standards of cleanliness required
in relaticn to the szeveral kinds of filling mhteriasls to which the Act appliea.

The Act provides for the registration by the local authority of premises
upen which filling materials dre used in manufacturing articles of upholstery,
and one such factory is registered with the Council. During the year three
samples of materials were taken from shopes in the Borough and submitted to
the prescribed chemiecal and physical tests, and all were reported upen as
satisfactory.







Verminous Infestation

During the year 7 houses were treated for verminous or suspected
verminous infestation. One of these was a Corporation house;

Whenever o Corporation house is vacated, or twe Corperation tenants
exchange houses, the premises are inspeeted. During 1963, 310 such inspect-
ions were made, and infestotion was found in only onoc of thess,

In several cases people produced insects at the Department for identifi-
cation, but in none was there any public health problem,

Lome




Section Nine

ADMINISTRATION AND RECORDS PR

Tabular Statement of Inspections made
and Notices scrved - Estoblishment

The Public Health Officers Regulations require the recording of inspect-
ions made, and the preparation of o tabular otatement reloting to the number
and nature of these, to notices scrved ond the results obtoined. I have
given os securate a picture as posgible in the statement; but when, at one
vieit, prcmises arc deanlt with comprohensively under two or more headings,
difficulties in recording cen arise. HRecords such as these may tend to type
the public health inspector s an enforcement officer, wheress in many of his
activities these daoys he finds himself, and happily so, in the role of
educator and adviser.

Frepared and construed in this spirit, the tabular stntement which
follews may serve to summarise the year's work and indicate the emphases
placed on the voried range of activitica covered,

Table 25. MNature ond Number of Inspections made by Public Health
Inspectors ocnd nssistant staff during 1963.

Hature of Inspections Yumber zade

Housing Inspections and Enguiries:

For unfitnees, ond repeir or demolition of

unfit houses 1,147
Improvement with gront-aid 66
Fellowing applications under Rent Act for

certificates of disrcopeir -
Overcrowding and computation of 'permitted numbers' 5
Unsatisfactory conditions of multiple occupation 4

Air Pollution Inspections and Enguiries:

Industrial smoke obscrvations 43
Inspection of boiler plant 48
Investiguations of smoke nuisances (section 16) 8

Smoke Control Arcas =

Preparation for establishment ineluding
education and enforcement S5TT

Food Hyglene Inspections nnd Enquiries:

Visits to Abattoir for meat inspection 590
Number of corenses examined 12,345
Visits to shops for mcat inspection 14
Investigations under Milk end Dairies Regulations 1

Sempling of milks and containcrs anr biolegienl :
9

and bacteriologicnl exominstions
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Hoture of Inspections Humber made

4
0

General Food Inspection and sampling 2

Visits to food premises -

Investigations under Food Eygiene Eegulations 183
No. of food rooms inspected 343
Investigations into sale of food in the open air 36

Ocoupational Hygiene Inspections and Enquiries:
For staff welfere in -

Factories 72
Other works (building sites) 2
Outworkers' promises -
Shops 80
Workplaces (Public Health Act) 12

Visits to Places of Public Resort:
Swimming Baths, water samples tzken 108

Senitary Accommodation, inspections under
section 89 of Public Health Act, 1936 36

Inspection of Heirdressing Establishments
(West Riding County Council (General Powers)
Act, 1951 20

Hygiene and the Public Health Services:
Woter supply, investigntions and sampling 56

Refuse Collection and Disposal, inspections
and enquiries 41

Sewerage and Sewage disposal, and general
drainage inspections {excluding housing defects) 26

Investigations connected with the prevention and
abatement of nuisonces, et eetera:

Dffensive Trades Ta
Movenble dwellinga cond sites T3
Hoize nuisence 10
animal hygiene, including Pet Animals Act 2
Other statutory nuisances (excluding housing defects) 25
Infectious diseases and food poisoning enquiries 29
For uncleanliness snd verminous conditiuns (incluﬁing
inspections for House Manngement) A66
Filling materials (Rag Flock act) 7

Inspections and Enquiries connected with Pest Control:
For rodent infestation (mainly by Rodent Control staff) 475
For other peats 12







Bstablishment |3

During the year under review a full complement of staff was maintained |
comprising Deputy, two additional inspectors, one technical assistant and |
onc student inspector,

In the lstter pert of the year, Mr. Bernce, one of the additional ;
inspuctors sustained a serious hand injury during meat inspeetion duty at
the Abattoir, incepacitating him for three months. This unfortunate
incident slowed down the impetus on food hygione work thet hed been stoadily
developing during the ¥oar.

Mr. Hughes the second additional inspector wps successful in obtaining

the Diploma for Meat Inspection and Other Foods during the ¥year ond has
proved himself to be o Very energetiec and relisbla inspector.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Yours faithfully,

Chief Publie Heslth Inspec®sT.

Municipal Offices,

Pontefract,
ﬂuguﬂt ¥ 195‘44
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