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Medical Officer's Section,
Health Department,
Baghill House,
Walkergate,
Pontefract.

To:= The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Fontefract.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present for your information and consideration,
a Report on the Health and Health Services of the Borough during the year
1958.

The Annual Report of the Chief Fublic Health Inspector dealing with
the Sanitary Ciroumstances of the Borough, Housing and the Inspection and
Supervision of Food Supplies, is complementary to this Report.

It will be noted that the death ratea show a marked increase over
those of previous years. This is due to the introduction of a new
method of allocating deaths now adopted by the Registrar General. The
Borough containa a large hospital for the chronic sick, Headlands
Hospital, which serves & very wide area, If gn individual dies after a
pericd of more than six months residence in hospital, his death ia
allotted to the Borough, and is not transferred to his normal place of
residence as happened formerly. —To make matters worse, during the first
six months of the year, the new method of allocation was incorrectly
applied by the Registrar General's department with the result that 168
deaths have been wrongly assigned te the Berough. It was not possible to
have this error corrected, though the new method is now being correctly
applied. During the pericd of correct application of the method, the
number of deaths in Headlands Hospital was 156 and of these 131 were
transferred.

Applying a similar ratioc to the first aix months of the ysar when
the totel number of deaths in Headlands Hospital was 200, the mumber of
deaths which ought to have been transferred was 168. Subtracting these
deatha frem the total, the number cof deaths properly assignable to the
Borough would have been 344 and the death rate would have been 13.7 as
against the Registrar General's figure of 20,4, If all deaths ccocurring
in Headlands Hospital, other than those of Pontefract residente are
ignored, the pumber of deaths for the year for the Borough would be 287
and the death rate 11.41.

For your information, certain details of the personal health
services administered by the County Council are included.

Your Obedient Sarvant,

r&h;‘:}m&ﬂ’.

Hedi Officer of Health.
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER
INFECTIVE AND OTHER DISEASES,

The following Table gives details of the incidence of
notifiable diseases (other than Tuberculosis).

TABLE IV,

Jan/ [ Apl/ | Jul/ | Oet/ No, of
Mar, | Jun. | Bep. | Dee, |Total.| Deatha, | Cases
Disense, Admitted
to Hasp.
i e o7 | 60 | w | 36|27 | - .
ol 6 9 9 | 27| =® - 18,
Whooping
Hzasles, 13 2 Fi 187 | 209 - =
Poliomyelitis, = 1 e 9 L - 4.
Dyzentery. 1 &7 10 51 83 - 13
Iu[Em.l:%i::fua.l 3 £ 1 1 " ’ B
Pneumonia - Acute | 5 = 1 2 o "
Primary & Influenza >
Food Y = 1 2 . 5 -
Poisoning, *
Puerperal 1 = = 1 ok =
Pyrexia, i
Erysipelas, 1 - - = 1 = -
TOTALS:= 124 146 by 2611 575 1 Gl
il ———
DIFPHTHERTA.
No case of diphtheria ccecurred during the year.
Immunisation.

218 children received & full course of primary immunisation
egainst the disease. The diphtheria immunisation programme will be
intensified towards the end of 195%9., when the pressure in the depertment
caused by the poliomyelitis vaccination scheme has eased,
















































Borough of Pontefract

fnnusl Report of the Chief Public Heslth Inspector, 1958

f the Heglth Committee

and kembers o

frs. Pritchard end Gentlemen,

I heve plessure in submitiing to you this my Twenty-first
innual Report in which are given fsots end figures relsting to the
severel zctivities of my Depsrtment during the yeer ended 3lst
December, 1958, In this Prefice 1 comment briefly on major aspecls

bf the woirk,

Be=d housing is &t the root of so meny socisl problems and so
nuch ill-heslth that there is 1little wonder progressive =uthorities
ere grestly concernt 1 with housing conditions in their sresas.
Pontefract is no exception, and the provision of dwellings of zood
quelity end in sufficlent number to meet all the ressoneble needs
[ﬂf the populstion has long been & primsry aim of your Council. At
the time of writing sction hes been initizted to clesr within the
next twelve monthe the few remeining slums in the Borough; during
P?EE! in furtherance of the Council's policy to secure the adeguete
|=1pa1r of existing houses, 150 rented properties wers reprired =nd
mede £it for hebitation £s the result of action by the Depertment;
and, as this Report will show, statutory overcrowding is at =
minimum. The need for st1ll more dwellings - including accommo-=
dation for elderly persons - is indicsted by the number of spplica-
tions for Corporstion houses from femilies living in lodgings.

Meny of the spplicsations from tenants could be resolved by the
modernisstion of existing houses, but owners of rented property ere
'still reluctant to tske =dventage of the Improvement Grent Scheme.
The Report also refers to the reluctance of merny tensnts to use the
rent sbatement provisions of the Rent fct when the lsndlord hes
friled to keep his property in good reprir. It is my impression
that there h=s not been the same reluctance on the part of lendlords
to increase rents: 1little could be done by wey of repszir on the old
rents, and in many ceses the incresse h-8 been devoted to repeirs

' end much needed extarnsl peinting,

Perts of the Clesn Air Act, 1956, hed become operetive before
1958, and the remsining parts came into force during the year under
review. The implementation of the Acl presents meny problems, but
@#ith the goodwill of sll concerned, end with due conesiderstion for
the feelings of those who mey be effected, it should be possible
to mcke very considerzble progress. Pontefrect is prrt of one of
the 'Blsck Lrees' in which a determined effort must be made to
reduce pollution, #nd, berring in mind the specirl problems which
are likely to be encountered in 2 mining ares, the Council's
recently declsred policy to include some 2,000 dwellings, in
sddition to commercizl rnd industrisl buildings, in smoke control
| sress within the next five years, sets no meen torget.

|
Food inspection snd sup rvision continue to ¢lsim much of the
 Dep:riment's time. Meat end milk snd certein of their products
- =211 potentinslly dengerous to heslth unless in clean and safe
condition = were =gein given routine attention. 111 food enimels
| were slsughtered centrally snd exrmined for fitness, smd some 6
tons of disezsed mest wes condsmned snd suitably disposed of. The
report outlines mesSures teken to safeguard the milk supply: the
Borough being in a Specified Lreg, it is an offence t0 retail milk
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|Genergl Ssnitation

All built-up ereas in the Borough sre sewered: 1less than 50
houses are not connected to sewers; these being in the few pleces
{where no sewer ig aveilsble. Senitary sccommodstion is slmost
entirely water-carriage: the 20 conveniences of other types
represent only 2 frection of one per cent of the total, and 11 of
these are of the chemicel type.

Although the Borough has a well-constructed main sewerage
system, the drainage connecting buildings with sewers is often
obsolete in design, Improvements ere being effected steadily
a8 defective conditions come to light, and figures relsting to
inspections mede, end notices served, cre to be found in Part III
of this Report,

With one exception (a houss due for demolition, still served
by & midden) £11 premises in the Borough where domestic refuse is
grndunad are served by metsl dustbins of standerd specificretion,

he Corporstion heve not =dopted = Municipsl Bin Scheme of the
type envisaged by Section 75(3) of the Public Heslth Act, 1936.
Replacements =re¢ required by notice pursusnt to subsection 1 of
this section, 78 asmended by Section 69 of the West Riding County
Council (General Powers) Act, 1951, served on thc owner or
occupier of the property.

All refuse is disposed of by controlled tipping.

Offensive Trades

Offensive trades within the meaning of section 107(1)(i) of
the Public Heelth Act, 1936, erc carried on &t two premises in the
Borough, the trades concerned being those of bone boiler, fat
extrsctor, fat melter, fellmonger, glue-maker, size-mzker, =and
tripe-boiler. A further trsde carried on is that of concentration
and sterilisation of vegeteble and animel waste, declared by the
Counci! to be an offensive trede pursuasnt to their powers under
paragraph (ii)(b) of the sub-section,

Such trzdes serve & very necessary public service. Large
quantities of waste m=sterial, much of it zlresdy =t sn advsanced
stege of decey, are brought on to these premises and not only
rendered innocous, but converted into useful commodities, Steps
are taken to control the various processes and to prevent the
escape 0f offensive gases which inevitably are genercted in the
course of processing. But the complex and varisble nature of the
raw mebteriel received renders constent vigilrnce necess=ry; the
mangsgement must be on the slert for the first indicetion of the
esczpe of offensive effluvium, snd thereupon rdjust the plernt
accordingly. There is no =ltern=tive to this empiricsl spprosch.
Lergely beccuse those responsible become accustomed to the
cheracteristic odour of the trede, the need for the adjustment to
which I have referrcd is sometimes epprecicsted & 1little lzter than

|neccssary to prevent the apresd of the odour into the neighbourhood.
lThiB rerely hoppens for more then s short time, but often enough to
|meke one rezlise thet good plenning demsnds the siting of such
premises well swmny from built-up =arcas.

The Corporstion have taken all reassonsbly pr-cticsble messures
to control these 'offensive trades': r sub-committee wes cppointed
to deal without delzy with any statutory nuissnce which rrose;
premises concerned were inspected regulerly, and an immedi-te
investig-tion followed sny compl-int. The mensgements concerned
are cnxious not to c=use offence, and have endesvoured to operste
n such 2 meanner z8 to give minimal esuse for compleint,
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for 'overcrowding' purpusea] shops to which the Shops fct, 1950,
applies. Routine inspection of these premises was not made, but
when unsstisfsotory conditions eceme to notice the requisite remedial
mezasures were taken,

The term 'shop' includes warehouses used in connection with
wholesele or retzil trade, refreshment houses, lending libraries
end hzirdressing establishments, There are 416 shop premises on
the Register, end the Shops Act, 1950, spplies to some two-thirds
|of these. 52 visits for the investigstion of welfare arrangements
| were made in 1958, In no csses wad it necesssry to resort to
| statutory procedure to secure the remcdy of defects.

Air Pollution

Whilst it would be foolish to pretend that there is no indust-
rigl smoke problem in the Borough, it is claimed to be reasonsbly
well under control, the immsdiste concern of the Depsrtment belng
g minority of premises where specisl diificulties erise, snd where
cerelessness in the operation of pl=nt results in excessive amoke
cmission, BExtensive improvcments =t one fretory end the introduc-
tion of an sudible slerm at another heve roduccd emission in these
cesea, and further improvoments sre still ¢t the plenning stnge.
Section 3 of the Clesn Air Jet requires sll new furnaces to be, s0
far as practicable, cazpable of being opersted continuously without
emitting smoke; and to ensble the loczl suthority to check up on “
this, notice of installetion must be given to them, |Notices
relating to thirteen such furnsces were given during the yesr: one
coel-fired and twelve (smaller plent) oil-fired. The Corporrtion
made A direct contribution to the clean sir campeign by turning over
from coal to coke for steam-reising =t the Public Slsughterhouse,

It must not, however, be imagined that =ny emission of smoke
from an industrisl chimney is necesssrily an offence sgsinst the Act,
On lat June of the year under review the Dsrk Smoke (Permitted
Periods) Regulations came into operstion, s2llowing emissions of dark
smoke for ten minutes in the =ggregate of any period of eight hours,

There can be little csuse for complaint if these Regulstions are
complied with.

It is on the domestic front thet the new legislation is likely
to maeke its grestest impesct in this Borough. The establishment of
emoke control ereas would mean thzt for the first time householders
could be required to use only smokeless fuels, This metter has been
given a great deel of thought by the Corporstion, and much preliminary
work hes been done during the yesr under review, The Council sgreed
in principle to the esteblishment of = smoke control area, and this
was in due course spproved in principle by the Minister of Housing
and Local Government, The ~res chosen is thest enclosed by Gillygete,
Slutwell Lesne, Frierwood Lene, Hsyors Welk, Mill Hill, Ropergste and
Merket Place; 44 ecres containing some 250 premises.

Not everybody apprecistes the need for, mand the desirsbility
of, cleaning up the =tmosphere. The dissemin-tion of informstion
is a necessary preliminsry =nd, in this connection, the Council
were glad to co-operate with the ¥est Riding Clean Air Advisory
ouncil in their Cleen Air Campsign, by orgenising = Clean Air
hibition to teke plsce in the Borough during the course of thst
empeign. A sum of £250 wad esrmerked for the purpose, =nd
though the Exhibition actuslly took plrce just =fter the year
nder review, it cen be steted here thet it was largely instrumental
creating an stmosphere in the Borough in which = realistic smoke
ntrol ares policy could be pursued, :

T




































One hundred and twenty-four semples of ungreded milk, direct
from ferms and prior to pasteurisation, were taken for biclogicel
exeminstion for the detection of tuberculosis: positive results
were recorded in one cese,

Generally, the standard of distribution is sstisfrctory.
Minor violetions of the Milk =nd Deiries Regul-tions heive beean
noted, but formel sction has been unnecess Iy. Conditions =t the
deiries were sstisfretory. New pesteurising plant wes instelled
at one d=iry.

Tha .clesznliness of milk containers wss investigated during
the year. At = deiry where sever:zl thoussnd bottles rre filled
deily, 30 clesned, empty bottles were teken =t intervals for
becteriologicrsl exemination. A bacterisl count of not more then
600 indicstes = satisf-ctory bottle: of the cnses tested seven
exceeded this figure; in the rems=inder thc highest count w=es 570
end the sversge 92,

The clernliness of churns 2t the s-me estrblishment w=s nlso
investigrted. A becteri-l count gar churn of neot more than 50,000
is considered satisfsctory, 250,000 fesirly sstisfactory, #nd over
250,000 unsatisfsctory: B churns were tested: none were pleced
in the 'unsatisfsctory' cless, one in the 'feirly g=tisf=ctory'
class and 7 in the 's-tisfrctory' cless with counts renging from
0 to 60,000 the ~verage being 18,000.

Ice-Cream M=nufscture end 3=le

As required by Section 16 of the Food snd Drugs Act, 1955,
& register is kept of =211 premises used for the sale, or the
menufecture or storsge for scle, of ice-cresm. Table 17 gives
particul:rs of the chenges which took pl-ce during the year, and
of the position at the end of the yeer,

Table 17. Registr:tion of Ice-Crerm Premises

e i e ———e | —— S EEE EmEETE e e S — s —

Sale =nd M=nufecture

Perticulars of chfﬂges . storrge sele and storage
Ho. on Register =t 1st Jrmuary 69 2
¥o. in respect of which new
epplicrtions were m~de 9 0
No. in respect of which
epplicstion wrs refused 0 -
No, ~dded to register 9 -
Wo. of registrotions cencelled -
{2) following offences Q 0
(b) Cersed to trade 0 0
No. of chenges of occupation of
registered premises notified & 0
No. on register rt 31st December ; s 2











































