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FPART ONE
STATISTIC AND  SOCI CONDITIONS

Area of the Borough: 4,865 acres
Registrar-General's estimate nf civilian population: 24,410,

Number of inhabited hnuqas(unﬂ of 1955 )according to
Rate booksa: 7,266

Hateable Value: 1955 - £151,814,.
Sum Represented by penny rate: 1955 - £584

VITAL STATISTICS. (Registrar-General's - Registered during th?
year

The figures in brackets are the corresponding ones for 1954.
BIRTHS.

Live Birtha, male. Female, Total.

Legitimate 229 5214 195 EEGlg 424 5415

Illegitimate 18 T e i) 8 18 26
Total 239 (232) 203 (209) 442 (441)

Birth rate per 1,000 estimated eivilian population 18,1 (18.8)
Percentage of illegitimate births 4.07 (5.9)

S%ill Births, Female, Total,
Legitimate 13 E g 9 E14E 22 Elgi
Illegitimate R ()

Total 13 (E} g |:15] 22 (21)

Rete per 1,000 total(live and still) births: 47.4 (45.5)
Rate per 1,000 estimated civilian population 0,90 (0,89)

DEATHS, liale, Female, Total,
@ groups. 127 (149) 97 (96) 245 (224)
Infants under 1 yr. Male, Female., Total,
Legitimate T(T 5 (8 12 (15
Illegitimate - (1 1 (- 7 R e |
Total 7 (8) 6 (8) 13 (16)

Maternal Deathas. NIL (NIL)






Death Rates.
General rate per 1,000 population 9,2 Elﬂ.ﬁg
411 infants per 1,000 live births 29.4 (36.3
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live
births 28.3 (34.01)

Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate

live births 55.1 533.45}
liaternal deaths per 1,000 live and still births NIL (NIL)

- The principal causes of death are set out in the following
able,

TABLE I.

|
Cause of Death. ' liale, | Female, Total.

Tuberculosis Respiratory

Malignant Neoplasm Stomach

lialignant Neoplasm Lung Bronchus

Malignant Neoplasm Breast

Other Malignant and Lymphatic

Neoplasms

Leukaemia, aleukaemia

Yascular ieaions of nervous
system

Coronary disease, angina

Hypertension with heart disease

Other heart diseases

Other circulatory diseases

Fneumonia

Influenza |

Bronchitis {

Ulcer of stomach and duodenum

Nephritis and nephrosis

Congenital malformations

Other defined and ill—defined
digeases

Motor vehicle accidents

All other accidents

Suicide

Gastritis, enteritis and
Diarrhoea
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COMPARISON OF PONTEFRACT VITAL STATISTICS WITH OTHER WEST
'RATIVE COUNT T iRD

- 4

ADIIT

ENCLAND AND WALES, ——

m
j fonte~ [Aggregate L Eot i England &
fract |[West Rid- ' BEiding | Wales (pro-
Borough {ing Urban | 2dmin, |wvisional
Districts.| County | figures).
BIRTH RATE ?
(per 1,000 estimated 18.1 14.8 15.3 15,0
population) 1
i
DEATH RATE
(per 1,000 estimated 9,2 12:5 | 1.7 11.7
ropulation)
All Causes,
Infective & Para. Dis, . !
Exel. Tub, but inel, 0,04 0.06 0.07 *
Syph. and other V.D.
Tubereculosis i
Respiratory 0.16 0.11 | O.l1 0.13
I
Tuberculosis :
Other FIL | o0.02 | 0.01 0.02
F i'
Tuberculosis | |
All Forms 0.16 | 0.13 | 0O.l1l2 | O.l5
Cancer 1.47 2,03 | 180 2,06
£ i
Vascular Lesions of [ i
the Nervous System 1.52 2.09 | 1,90 * I
i |
Heart and Circulatory 2.87 4.TL [ 4.39 "
Respiratory Diseases 0.98 1,28 f - * .
| i
I
Maternal liortality - . |
(per 1,000 live and NIL 0.45 | 0.67 0.64 !
still births). |
Infant liortality 2.t Il 25.2 | 26,2 | 24.9
: T .' 1
Still Births | ' '
(per 1,000 live and 47.4 + 26,4 | 26,4 23.1
8till birthas) ! i
|

figures not available,












TUBEROULOSTS.

The following Table summarise

the Register of tuberculous persons,

8 partieulars contained in

DARATE V.
i
| Number of cases in Respiratory| Non-Respiratory fotal
He iEtET' | . W in REg—
& 3 : : ister,
At the commencement 101 88 17 | 24 230
of 1955. - I
Notified for the first 13 5 2 1 21
time during 1955.
Transfers - Inward 2 3 1 - )
Removed from Register 15 8 3 2 28
At the end of 1955 1ol 88 1T 23 229

The reasons for removal of
glven in the following T

able.
TABLE

VI.

cases from the Register are

Entries relating to:

L w

J'EI

Hegpiratory | Non-Respirafory
I ]

Total.

Persons who have died

Persons certified by
the medical practi-
tioner in attendance
to have recovered,

Iransfer to Respiratory

Persons who have
ceased to regide
Permanently in the
district,

T

1

i i

13

14 8

3

3

FHS

28

In the following Table new cases and
calssified according to age, sex and site

ABLE

I

VII,

mortality are
of the disease,

TNEW CASES,

|

Age Periods,

Hespiratory
N, 2

i,

HOH-RE D

F

hHespira
Ii.

tory |

Under 5
Under 15
Under 25

Under
Under
Under
Under
Over

35
45
25
65
65
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SPECIAL CLINICS

Ophthalmic Clinics,

Kr. S.E. Sledge holds one session per week at the
Pontefraet Clinic at which children Tronm all areas of the
division attend. Due to the large numbers of children
awaiting examination it has been necessary on ocecasions to
hold additional sessions which have been held by
Dr, J.V. Kirkwood, and during the year 1,183 children were
examined. Of these, 460 were prescribed glasses,

Ear, Nose and Throat Clinics.

kr. K.M. Mayall holds fortnightly sessions at the
Headlands Road Clinic for children ‘rom this division. Due
to the large waiting list Lir. Mayall has very kindly under-
taken additional sessions during the year and in all 25
Sessions have been held., The total number of children seen
by lir. Mayall during the Year was 188 and the total number
of attendances made was 294,

Orthopaedic Clinics.

r. A.J.S5. Bell-Tawse, Consultant Crthopaedic Surgeon
holds a monthly clinic at the Headlands Roac Clinie, and
during the year 10 sessions were held. 137 children were
seen at these clinics and the total number of a2 itendances
made was 180,

Child Guidance Treatne:ﬁL

Dr. M.N. Maclaggart, Educational Parychologist holds
Child Guidance Cliniecs at the County Hezlth Levariment,
akefield for children from this area, and dusing the year
T new cases were seen, whilst 13 children ccnsinusd attendance
from %he previous year. The total number of attendances made
waﬂﬁ"

Ultra Viplet Ray Treztment,

During the winter months Ultra Violet Ray treatment
sessions are held twice weekly at the Hendlend: Road Clinie,
Pontefract and these are well atiended.

Speech Therapy,.

Mrs. u. Statman was appointed Speech Therapist in this
division on the 19th September, 1955, and from that date until
the end of the year held 42 sessions. 12 new cases were treated,
together with 30 children from the previous year.

Handicapped Pupils,

The regular medicsl examination of handicapped children
continued during the year and where necessary, recommendations
were made for placement in Special Schools.

Kedical Examination of Teachers snd
rants %o lraining uolIggﬁL

It is the duty of the School lfzdieal Officer to examine
candidates applying for entry to training collegzes for the
purpose of satisfying the college autherities of their fitness
to follow a course of teacher training, During the year 15
candidates were examined and where necesaary x-ray examination
arranged.


















Under no circumstances can a Home Help be used as a
sititer-in and the amount of assistance which a patient is
granted is related strictly to the amount of domestic work
which is required to be done,

The authorised establishment of Home Helps in this
division was decreased from 23 to 22 on the lst liay, 1955,
and during the year the following assistance was glven:-

Authorised Divisional Establishment,

(1) Basic 23/22

(ii) From Reserve Fool -

(iii) TOTAL 23/22

No., of Domestic Helps employed at 3lst December,

(i) Whole-time Nil
(ii)} Part-time 40
(iii) Total 40

Cases provided with Domestie Help durins the year
ended 3ilst December,

No. of Hours
Cases. Employed
(1) Katernity (including expectant mothers) 58 5,388
{(ii) Puberculosis 4 836
£a§ Aged 65+ 155 36634
(1ii) Chronic gick - (b Under &5 58 6862
(iv) Others ot -
TOTALS. 275 49720
Number of Home Helps that could have been employed
full-time, 21.3

KENTAL HEALTH,

The mental health work in the division consists mainly
of the supervision of defectives under Voluntary and
Statutory Supervision, and in the provision of reports on
home conditions to Hospital lianagement Commitiees, The
nearest Occupation Centre to this ares is at Castleford and
at the end of the year 15 children from this area were
attending there. For the children who are considered
unsuitable for the Occupation Centre, group training classes
are held twice weekly at the fontefract, Featherstone and
Knottingley Clinics, where the Home Teacher, lirs. Argile
provides training in handierafts of various sorts.


















Borough of Pontefract

Annual Report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector, 1955

Mrs. Pritchard and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting to you this my Eighteenth Annual
Report in which are given facts and figures relating to the several
activities of the Department during 1955. A Taeble of Contents is
given to enable reference to particular aspects of the work to be
made, and in this Preface I comment briefly on some of the more
salient features of the Report.

Under all the mein headings of the Report - Housing, Control
of Food Supplies, and Air Pollution - much routine work has been done.
In Housing the Department has been engsged on the collection of
informetion end the prepsration of plans for the resumption of slum
clearance; but, as statistics in the Report will show, this has not
prevented progress in the Department's routine housing activities to
S8cure repair and meintensnce. The rate &t which the repair and
maintensnce of existing property can proceed, no less than the
provision of new houses, depends ultimstely on the aveilebility of
building resources; and the difficulties sttending much of the 3
work that has been done suggest that had more activity been possible,
no greater result could have been obtsined.

Food inspection and supervision have cleimed much of the
Department' s time. Foods mest likely to be = source of trouble to
public heelth anthorities - meat snd milk =nd certein of their
products - were ggein given routine attention. All food &nimals
sleughtered in the Borough were given post mortem examination; meat
produsts manufecture, ice-cresm 2nd milk distribution - all these
activities and the premises concerned are registered with the
Authority, snd periodic visitation was mede to ensure compliance
with the relevant enactments. A comprehensive sampling pregremme
was mainteined for ice—creem, milks of verious designations snd milk
direct from herds, to ensure the strictest bacterisl control.

In my lest Report I referred to the Council's decision to set
up & public sleughterhouse in July of that year end dissllow privats
slaughtering, a2s the moat important feature under the heading of
Food Supervision. The present year has given the opportunity to
expand the slaughtering service thus set up, and it is gratifying
to note that, so soon after the inauguration of the service, it is
being used to 86€% of its capacity, and on a self-supporting basis,
Centralisation of slaughtering has many advantages, not least that
it facilitates efficient meat inspection. Some three tons of

d%aeaaaﬂ meat was condemned as unfit for food, and suitably disposed
of,

It is mentioned in the Report that a2ll milk sold in the EBorough
is bottled. This was a target fixed many years ago, and the
bottling of milk is doubtless & great improvement on the sale of
loose milk. But when one sees the condition in which empty
bottles are often returned to the dairies, one realises the
considerable responsibility placed on milk bottlers and their
employees to ensure clesnliness of bottles before re-use. The
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i Lotel of 5 corcescs, 17 part cercases and 33% orzens and
parts were condemned, the total weight being 2 tons, 17 cwts.,
3 qtrs., 25 lbs. It should be stated that whilst every
preciution 18 taken to prevent unfit meet frommeching the consumer,
equal ceére i3 tsken tc ensure that no meat is unnecesserily condemned.
Table 7 gives particulars of the vericus claases of enimals inapected
end condemned,

Table 7. Record of Meat Inspection and
Incidence of Disescsze

| Cattle {Sheep i
Claas of Animel (excluding | Cows | Calves | and Pigs |Horses
| Cows) Lambs
| |
Humber killed 590 43 46 1111 | 3206 0
Number inspected 590 43 46 1111 3206 0
All diseases exeept
Tubsrculnsis &nd
Cysticerci
Whele carceses
condemned ik 1 0 0 0 -
Carceses of which
some pert or orgen
was condemned 42 2 0 14 57 -
Percenteze of the
nunber inspected
affected with disease

ether than tuberculosis :
and cysticerci | Te3 T.0 - 1.3 1.8 -

Tuberculosis only
fihole carcases
condemned 1 1 0 1k 4] =

Gaicasaa ef which
some pert or orgen -
‘was condemned Bt 6 0 0 EE -

Perccntage of the
number inspected
affected with

tuberculcsis 9.3 16.5 S | Sakile -
|
Cysticerci |
Cercoses of which |
some part or oraen
wes condenned g ] 0 - = o

Carceses submitted

te trestment by l

refrigeration 9 - T - | - 5
i

Generalised and
totally condemned - - - =

In cerceses the principsl cause ¢of condemnation wes tuberculosis,
£0% of the totsl weight of mest condemned from =11 capuses being due
to thie infection. During the year 9 beaat carczses were found to be
effected with cysticercus bovis, giving & percentaze incidence of
L.5%. In 21l cases the invasion was ircaliaed, and before being
released for human consumpticn &ssccisted carcases gnd organs were
subjected to refrigerstion.

The figures for the lest four yesrs ere given for comparison:

Year Ko. of ceses £ Incidence
1952 28 1,22
1953 43 1,70
1954 3T 2.48

9 1.53





































