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Death Rates.
General rate per 1,000  Population 16.2 E:ul'r
41l infants per 1,000 live births 49.5 (63.6
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live

t.h 4&-9 {EJ-II"TJ

births

Illegitimate infants rer 1.000 illegzitimate
live births, 52.5 Elll-l}

“aternal deaths per 1,000 live and still births: NIL (2.51)

The Erinuipal causes of death are set out in the
following Table,

The increase in deah rate is apgarﬂnt rather than real
and is caused by the inclusion in the igures of deaths at

367 deaths shown, 193 ocourred in one or other of thege 1ﬁnt1.
and of this 193 only 61 were Pontefract residents, the r
being from other districts,

E

Causé "of Déath, ~ '~~~ : Male, - Total. -

-----

LERE TR

Tuberculosis Respiratory
Other infective and parasitic

diseases
Poliomyelitis
| Malignant Neoplasm Stomach
: Halignant Neoplaam Iung Bronchus
| lialignant Heoplasm Breast
‘alignant Meoplasm Uterus
Other malimmant and lymphatic
Neoplasms
Leukaemia, aleukaemia
| Diabetes
Vascular lesions of nervous
system
Coronary disease, angina
Hypertension with heart disease
Other heart diseages
Other circulatory discases
Pneumonia
Influenza
Bronchitis
Other diseases of respiratory
syatoem
i Uleer of stomach and duedenum
lophritis and Nephrosis
' Congenital malformations
| Other defined and ill-defined
| discascs
| liotor wehicle accidenta
|'A11 other accidents
| Buleide
| Hyperplagia of prostate
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COMPARISON OF PONTEFRACT

oL ALLS U8 WLIH OTHER WE
L UL G . AHEAG, LOH Wi i

DING ADIINISTRATIVE .COUNTY, AT

SlAhD & WALREe - --- T o
o e _ - -~ | Ponte— [Iggregate | West England
! fract (West Bide | Bigin Wales (
| Borough jing Urban | Admin, visional
Districts. | C unty | figures
BIRTH RATE S e c
(per 1,000 estimated 17.9 15.4 15.7 15.5
population)
DEATH RATE .
{pEI' lﬂﬂ(ha'blmateﬁ 16-2 12+5 11.6 11-4-
population)
All Causes,

|Infaativé & Para. Dis.
| exel, Tub. but inel, 0.09 0,09 0.C8 *
| Syph. and other V.D.

i

Tﬁbarculaéia :
Le 8p i Tﬁ.tﬂr;f O 35 n‘-lT C -15 . 0-13
| : AR
| Tuberculosis
| Other NIL 0.02 0.02 0.02
(N
| Tuberculosis
| 411 Forms 0. 35 0,19 0.18 .20
i Cancer 1.95 1;99 1.88 1;99'-
; ! -
FVaacular Lesions of |
| the Nervous System 2439 1.96 1.T6 *
Heart and Circulatory 5.92 4.63 4.26 s
:RESpirﬁtury Diseases | 2.74 | 1.39 1.30 sifle

i liaternal llortality
|  8till birthsa)

| Infant liortality 49.5 | 27.6 29.2 26.8
Still Births ,
{per 1000 live and 33.5 25.0 24.7 22.4
8111 births

* figures not availabla;







UBERCULOSIS

..... =,

The following Table summariges particulars contained

in the Register of tuberculor - persons,

TLELE T .

|‘Wumber of cases in | Respiratory . Non-Respiratory | Total . .
Register: M N gk inl Ro-
i ; i ] .
At the dnmann;ment of 89 I R oy T}
953 ;
Kotified for the first 16 8 - 1 25
time during 1953
1 Tranafers 3 - - - 3
| lemoved from Register 10 2 6 3 -
i: At the end of 1953 98 84 17 25 224
| i

The 'réé.&uns for removal c:tf cases from thé Ra.g:l.éﬁ:- -i.ré i

gilven in the following Table,
+ ABLE TI.

e

: vl

Persons who have died R =
Persons certified by
the medical practi- 3 1 6
{ tloner in attendance
| 5o have recovered

Fergsons who have "
ceaged to reside - i i - -
permanently in the

3

Entries relating to: Reﬁf}ra;ory i Hnn—ﬂaspira;FrI

] : <l . 6

? distriect
i
Jit

3

o1 -

In the following Table new cases and mortality are
classified according to age, sex and site of the digease.

TABLE VIT:,

W2V CASEG.

'

il

Ze Periods '.Easpu-a’Eary :Knn—Raap. . .|- -deapirat® B Eﬂenp. i
M F { b F

ory
P

T
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Under 5 '

Under 15
| Under 25
| Under 35

Inder 45
| Under 55
| Under 65
| Over 65
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The Ultra Violet Ray ¢linic, which was held twice
waekly in winter and once weekly in summer was well attended.

Minor ailment clinics, in the charge of the school
nurse, Were held dal 1y with an average abttendance of 30 =chool
children.

.................

The demand for the sarvicéé-of the home nurses hao
been maintained during the year. In the divisional area
19,218 visits have been made to patients.

PART SIX
GARE AND AFTER CARE.

Much good work has been done under this heading during
" the year. A Heallh Visitor has visited the hospital daily. On
the one hand she has furnished background histories of patients
where such information was of importance, and on the other hand
she has obtained early information of the discharge of patients
from hospital whom the personal health services would assist.

Home Helps.

- ' The demand for the Home Help Service has steadily
incressed and even with the increased establishment of Home Helps
now permitted, it is proving diffioult to cope with the demand.

PART 8EVEN.
UENTAL HEATPH.
lental Health isda'r&sﬁéﬁéibiiity of a sub-committee of
the County Council. Work wnder the Lunacy and Mental Treatment
Acts, 1890 and 1330, hes been undertaken by a Duly Authorised
Officer living in Pontefract, he ia lr. R.S.H. Battye, of
27 Grove Lea Grescent, Fontefract; hia telephone number 1is

Pontefract 813, We have had one liental Deficiency Social Vorker,
Wiss B.T. Simonsa, for work under the Nental Deficiency Acts.

PART REIGHTI.
' BULANCE _ SERVICES.
The Ambulance Service of ﬁﬁa-Béféﬁgh is now operated

by the County Council, and its administration is the
responsibility of the County Ambulance Of ficer.













Borough of Pontefract

Annual Report of the Ghief Sanitary Inspector, 1953%

Gentlemen,

: I have pleasure in submitting to you this my Sixteenth Annual
Report in which are given facts and figures relating to the several
activities of my Department during 19%3. Much of the information
has been prepared t¢ meet the regquirements of Government Departments
concerned, and a Table of Contents is given to enable reference to
particular aspects of the work to be made. In this preface I
comment briefly on some of the more sslient features of the Report
to give to any who may be unable to peruse closely the more deteiled

‘information some idea of the year's mein metivities,

. The Department's housing activities comprise the inspection of
property for defects; its repair, improvement, clesing or demolition,
sccording to condition, During the year 256 houses were repsired and
9 were demolished., No applicetion was made for Improvement Grant
under the Housing Act, 1948. The apparent failure of this Act to
secure improvement of sound property without modern amenities is
commented upen and reference is made tc the need for a comprehensive
housing survey at the earliest opportune time. The 308 new hcuses
erected in the Borough during 1953 onabled many pecple living in
unhsalthy snd trying circumstances te improve their envircenment; for
although there are few kncwn cases of statutory overcrowding it is
clear thaet overcrewding stegtistics related to the legel standard of
evercrowding de net give the true picture, The majerity of ccemplaimnts
raceived by the Department related te seme housing problem or cther,
in particulsr, the disrepsir of heouses, and it is certain that but -
fer the activities ¢of the Depertment in this ccennecticn ascme houses
would have fallen inte & state of complete unfitness,

Ford inspecticn and supervisicn have claimed almest one helf of
the Department's time. The fereds mest likely to be s scurce of
trouble to publiec health authorities - meat snd milk end certain of
their preducts - were again given routine attenticen. All animals
slaughtered in the Berough were given post mertem examinsticn,
resulting in seme 13 tons of raticn mest being condemned as unfit
for ford. Meat products menufecture, ice-cream manufacture and
sale, milk distributicn - all these setivities and the premises
concerned are registered with the Autherity, and pericdie visitetion
was made te ensure ceomplisnce with the relevant enactments,
cemprehensive sampling progremme wes meintsined fer ice-cream, milks
of varicus designaticns snd milk direct from herds.

The hygienic handling ¢f fecd in sheps end facteries has been
given a8 much time as practicable. Some of the fredstuffs heandled
in Pontefract = that in the liguerice fsacteries = is distributed
throughcut the country snd te meny perts of the world: every effert
is made by the firms ccncerned to preduce their geeds under the best
possible conditicns. Many shops in the Bereough cperate at the
highest practicesble level cf cleanliness: cthers need frequent
visitaticn, and, a5 the Repcrt peints cut, this hes net been pessible
on the scele required. The Health Committee have threstened legsl
proceedings where conditions have been bad, but in n¢ case has it
been considered necessary te rescrt tc actual proceedings. Feocd
hygiene work smeng personnel emplcyed in the focd trades is lergely
a matter of Health Education end much mere time - if it were avcilable-
could be spent in the fecteries sné sheops ¢n this subject.

The Report deals at some length with Atmospheric Fellution, both
regarding offensive trades and smoke prevention. So far as the
latter is concermed little can be done inmediately to minimise smoke
pollution from domestic sources other than by publicising the dangers
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of smoke and the advantages of a pure atmospheres, Pollution can be
minimised by turning increasing quantities of coal inte gas, eleet-
ricity or solid smokeless fuel, and by manufacturing in increasi

numbers the medern appliances capable of burning fuel efficiently. |
Progress is lergely dependent on &ctivity at national level, but |
local interest in the subject must be aroused if advantage is to be
teken of progress made.

So far as industricl smoke in Pentefract is concerned the plant
installed at sll our fuctories, given suitebla fuel =nd competent
eperaticn is capable of performing as efficiently as necessary to
comply with local byelaws: but during the year it hes become
appérent thet increased trade at scme of cur factories has resulted
in greater deménds on Steam-reising plant, in consequence of which
the margin between satisfactery and unsatisfactory performance hes
been narrowed. It is net alweys appreciated, hoWever, that within
& working day of eight hours sn industrial chimney can send out &an
aggregate of half en hour's dense black smoke - providing it is
spaced at 16ss than two minutes in each half hour - and 8till not
viclate the local byelaw, ;

Leberatery facilities continue to be used in an increasing number
¢f ways. During 15953, 378 specimens or samples were submitted to
bactericlogical or chemical laboratories in the ceurse of the
Department's duties, an increase of 145 on the previous year; these
invelved public water supplies for chemicel compesition and bacter-
ial condition, swimming bath waters for bacterial conditien, deprsit
gauge contents and lewd peroxide candles feor atmespheric pellution
investigaticn, sewsge effluents, milks for presence of tuberculesis,
heat-treated milks - pesteurised and sterilised - for efficiency of
trestment, milks fer cleanliness, ice-cream for bacteriel greding,
specimens for confirmeticn of mest inspection cpiniens, feod for
peiscning organisms and semples of filling materials teken under the
Reg Fleek end Other Filling Materials Act, 1951, The available
laboratery fecilities are used to the full: they are an essentisl
compenent in the contrel of the metters menticned,

Welfare in sheps and facteries is divided betwesn H.M. Factery
Department, the leecel Shops Autherity end the Sanitary Authority.
The duties placed cn the lest nemed by the Feetories Act, 1937, and
the Sheps Act, 1950, have been carried cut as usuel during the year.

Be major legislsticon effecting the Department was introduced in
1953, but byelaws were made (2) contrelling hygiene in barbers' end
heirdressers' estublishments, (b) with respect to building, and (e)
requiring the steriliseticn of animal fecding mest. The last-nemed
byelaws made under the "est Riding Ceunty Council (General Powers)
Act, 1951, previde that ne person in the Bereugh shall sell rnimel
feeding meat unless it has been reduced tec perticns nct exceeding
twe pounds in weight and sterilised by briling for not less than
cns hour, This measure will sefegusrd human health and the heelth
of rnimsls censuming such meat. The deangers of handling raw meat
of this cluss are not always eppreciated by these purchesing it,
and & wider ndepticn of the byelew is mest desirable.

PART A
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

Water Supplies

h sufficient end constant supyly of whelesome water was
distributed throughcut the district by the Corporaticn during the
year, the sup, ly fer demestic use being of the order of 30 gallons
per head per day.
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on this stendard 6 nuisances were noted during the aggrogate
observation pericd of 41 hours. Once &gain the prinecipal

offender was the local colliery: but messures which had been in
hand several menths for the improvement of the steam-raising plant
on these premises were in progress at the and of the year,. and &t
the time of writing the whole of the extensive plant at the
Colliery has been convertcd to sutomstic mechanical stoking with a
consequent sbetement of the smoke nuisance. There is evidence
that increased output at other factorigs in the Borough has resulted
in an increased steam demand on plant which is 8lready working near
capacity. I am hoping that improvement in these cases will be
reported in my next Annual Repert.

During the year under review the problem of pollution of the
atmosphere from the imperfect combusticn of fuels received at
National level greater publicity than ever before. The London
. fog disaster at the end of 195¢, responsible for 4000 deaths,
focused public attention on the dangers of smoke, and in a completely
differant direction the appeal for £1 million to restore Testminster
Abbey from the ravages of smoke must have given many people food for
thought. In July 1953 the Beaver Commitiec were appointed to
examine the nature, causes and effects of air pellution and the
gfficacy of present preventive measures; 0 consider what further
preventive measures were practicable; and %o make recommendations.

In November this Committee issued an interim report in which
they stated that the causcs and remedies of pollution were known;
the problem wes one of procticebility and economics, and of the
education of the whole community. They eatimated the cost of
smoke, So far as it was measurable in money, ond apart from the
cost in wasted fuel which smoks itself represented, at more than
£100 million & year. They further noted that the domestic fire
was the biggest single smoke producer: in ratic te the coal burnt
it produced twice as much smoke as industiry, and discharged it et
g lower level. It seemed tp the Committee that the inereased use
of approved modern sppliances end the provisicn of smokeless fuéls
were the best means at present of reducing smcke from demestic
chimneys, and they proposed to investigate how progress in this
direction cculd be fccelersted. In industry saving could be
achieved by improved boiler-house operation and supervision, better
meintensnce of plant, end by replacing cbsclete equipment. In
this letter respect there had been little response to the Government
loan scheme, introduced in June 1953, whereby capital for approved
improvement schemes could be obtained on favourable terms.

PART B
HOUS ING

General Conditions and Overcrowding

Since post-war house building begen, 1262 houses have Deen
erected in the Borough, %08 of these during the yesr under review,
as detailed in Table 4, overleatf.

In the absence of data which could be obtained only from &
survey conducted on the lines of the Overcrowding Survey of 1936,
any estimste of totel housing need in the Borough cen only be made
with some hesitation: but it has been the practice in sarlier
reports to messure this position roughly by teking the number of
outstanding applicants for Corporstion houses who sre living in
lodgings, and to consider this figure as the number of housing units
below minimum reguirements. At the end of 1953 this figure waes
752, 14 less than at the beginning of the year. During recent
years the number of outstanding spplications in the class menticoned
has increased at the everage rate of 54 per year. This year's
decreases, however, may be largely sccounted for by the sllocation
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The number of cows condemned for generalised tuberculosis at
the Abattoir again represented & high proportion of the total number
inspected: in all, 21 whole carcases were condemned out of a total

of 533 cows inspected. No animals were sent to the Abattoir under
the provisions of the Tuberculosis Crder, 1938.

At the end of the year there were 3 registered dairlies in the
Borough. Conditions were satisfactory.

Generally, the standard of distribution is satisfactory.
Minor violations of the Milk and Dairies Regulations have been
noted, but formal acilon has been unnecessary. All shops from
which milk is sold comply with the relevent provisions of the Food
and Drugs Act, Regulations and Byelaws.

IceCream

The places where ice-cresl is menufsctured, stored and sold have
been visited s necessary and 101 samples oi ice-cream have been
submitted for bacteriological examination. The bulk of ice-eream
sold in the Borough is not manufactured here, Two factorics are
registered, elthough one of these has been used for storagﬁ only.

At the other the 'complete cold mix! method was used., 58 other
preamises are registered for sale and storsge only. A high
standard of hygiene has been meintained.

There is no test for the bacteriological grading of ice-cream
which is considered satisfactory for use s a statutory test, but on
the provisional greding =3 present practised the 101 samples of ice-
oream taken during the year mey be grouped as follows:-

79 fell into Greade 1

1 2 LA " Grade 2
B " Grads 3
B T " Grade 4

No sample should fell into Grede 4: the offending samples
had not been memufactured in the Borough &nd the matter wes taken ump
with the outside authority. Rogarding other grades it is interesting
to compare these with (1) the officiel stendard, (2) the position in

1947, when the Ice-Cream {Heat Treatment, ctc.) Regulations, 1947,

came into operation; (3) the position in 1948 and, (4) with the
figures for the present yesl.

Teble . Ice-Oream Grading
Grade giica |l Sores g =
Standerd 1947 19;1__5 195% *
S — ) — ?L - — §f — . .ﬁ. Ll
1 Hot less
than 50 =i | 70 1 T8
1 and 2 Wot less i
than 80 63 83 | B9
) Not more
than 20 | 37 e S

# Figures rlmest identical with those for 195Z.
Food Premises

The conditions under which focd for sesle i8 prepared and
handled in fectories, werenhouses, shops, e¢tc., in the Borough, have
eghin received attention fyom the Deportment, &lthough, due %o @
change in Eerannna1+ the Department worked one Inspecter short for
a peried o ten weeks, and this resulted in & decresse in sctivity




in food hygiene work. Of the 243 premises in the Borough on
which food for sale is manufactured, stored or sold, only 19

were inspected more than twice in the yeer, 30 were inspected
twice, 103 only once, and 91 were not inspected 2t all. Table

9 below, shows that although only two-thirds of the feed rooms
inspected in 1952 were inspected in the year under review 57 more
offences were noted. This would appear to call for more rather
than less attention in the future to food hygiene work in shops
ang factories, and I hope it will prove possible to do this in
1954,

Referring $o Ministry of Food Circular KF 12/49 on the subjec
of Cleen Food Campaigns the Departnent has continued to concentrat
on its statutory responsibvilities under the Food and Drugs Acts
end Regulations and Byelews made thereunder, rather than on the
orgermsing of Exhibitions =nd Clean Food Guilds. Such activities
ere time consuming when the staff is alresdy fully occupied on
essential services. duch time has been spent with food handlers

&t the place of employment, stressing the fundementals of hygienic
handling,

The following Teble gives some figures indicative of the
Department's activities in this Tield, but it will be realised in
work of this type figures have a limited significance,

Table 3. Inspection of Food Premises

——

fgar 1951 1952 1955
E;. of visi%s peid to
ford premiges 195 352 225
(excluding Markets) !
Ne. of food roems inspected 508 902 588

Ne. of section 13 offences
noted BO 102 140

Ho. of secticn 13 offences i
22 | 8 B6&

outstanding at end of yeer |

|

No. of offences against |
the byelaws ! 1 85 104

No. of byelaw offences i
cutstending et end of year | 26 21 ! 47

Registration of Hawkers of Food and their Storage Fremises !

Section 76 of the West Riding County Council (General Powers)
Act, 1951, became operative in the Borough during 1952, This
section provides for the registration of feod hawkers and their
storsage premises.

If it sppears to the loesl suthority that the public health is |
likely to be endangered by any act or defsult (relating to the
quality, storage or distribution of feeod) of a person who has
épplied for registration, or, in the cese of his premises, they do
not sstisfy a prescribed stendard, an applicant may be refused
registration.

During the year epplication was made by cne foed hawker for
registration. Registration was sccorded, bringing the total
number registered to 35.

B R i, Mpe———
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PHRT D
MISCELLANEOUS DUT IES

Redent Control Service

The Council is responsible for the administration of the
pPrevention of Damage by Pests hct, 1949, so fer as this relates te
rodent infestation. Regular mosSures sre taken te cnsure &s far
&s practicable the freedom from infestation of =11 premises under
their control; OWNers and occupiers of infegted properties are
reminded of their responsibilities under the Act, and a Rodent
Ceontrol Service 18 maintained by the Corporation, ayeileble to
householders fres of charge and to cthers at & charge which just
covers the cost of trestment. The Act places on lecal suthorities
& specific duty to inspect their digtrict fer infestation, and
roughly one half of the senior rodent cperative's time ja spent on
the discovery of infestaticns.

The menace of rats and mice o the public health and to ocur
nationsl economy is not fully re=lised. Plegue, typhus, Weils
disease, trichinosis end dysentry are some of the diseases
esspciated with rat infestation; whilst from the gconemic aspect
the dzmage done by rodent pests is estimated at not less than £50
million, Occupiers of business premises which are - vulnereble
to infestaticn sre shewing incressing concern, but many infest-
stions are still net notified o the Department. Tetal eradice=-
tion should be simed at, but it will be eppreciatet that in an
ancient Borough with meny 01ld buildings which it is imoracticeble
to make rat procf, and with it's loceticon at the centre of &
considerable agricultural belt, recurrent infestation 1is
unaveidable. In consegusence fuch werk is being done cver and
cver aggin.

The following Teble gives stetistics relating te the incidence
of infestation and to disinfestaticn MEeaSUres taken: -

Table 10. Rodent Contrel Statistics

glass of FProperty

Local | Dwelling- hgricul=| Business i
Authority houses tursl and | Totel

= i ——— e ————

Total number of

properties in 5% | 6553 ' 55 1006 7632
district

We., of properties -
inspected g8 2 ]

raesult of - | |
(2) notification 2 32 0 21 55
(b) otherwise 31 26 17 123 : 197

No. of properties i
feund teo be

infested
{s) major o 0 1 1 4
(t) miner 13 58 5 B2 156
He. of properties | g
treated by local 15 58 4 83 160
autherity I

ol O




. The total number of treastments given during the year was 389
The term 'treatment' used in this comnection comprises prebeiting
with unpoisoned bait on four successive daya;wgaiannina“ﬂnixhg,; ]
fifth day, and post-beiting on three successive days a2 fortnight
later tc test the effectiveness of the treatment and 4o s2ssess the
need for further treatment, The use nf the new slow~acting. |
peison, "Warfarin', was develojped during the Yeary and some 133
of the ebove infestations were deelt with in this way.

The Council have continued their membership of the Redent
Control Planning and Advisory Committee (Group No.1l) which
comprises representatives of seven local authorities in this
area, and whose functions include those of stimulating and main-
taining interest and activity throughout the area in redent
control administration.

Pet Animals Act, 1951

This Act provides for the licensing of pet animal shops by the
local suthority, who, before granting a licence, must be satiafied
that -

(a) Animals will at £1l times be kept in zccommodation suitabl
&8 respects size, temperasture, lighting, ventiletion
end cleanliness; ;

(b) Animals will be adequetely supplied with suitable food
and drink end (so far as necessary) visited at suitable
intervals;

2e§ Meammels will not be sold 2t too carly an age;

d) All reassonsble precautions will be taken to prevent the
spread among enimals of infectious diseases;

(e) Appropriete steps will be taken in case of fire or
other emergency.

During the year 5 applications were made for renewal of

licences. In all ceéses licences were granted subject to
prescribed conditions, ,

Reg Flock and Other Filling sMaterials Act, 1951

This 4ct is designed to secure the use of clean filling
meterials in upholstered articles, Regulations heve been igsued
prescribing the standards of clcenliness applicable for the purpeose
of the Act in relation to the various kinds of filling materisls
used.

The Aet provides for the registration with the local authority
of premises where filling materials of types specified in the Act
gre used in manufacturing articles of upholstery, and crectes =
number of offences including the use of preparibed filling meterisls
on unregistered premises and the presence of uneclean filling
materials on registered premiscs,

Iwo premises zre registered with the Corporation, end the two
semples of filling materials taken in 1953 sstisfied the stetutory
standerds of cleanliness zs indiceted by prescribed teats,’

Heirdressers and Barbers
—"—--—_._

Section 120 of the West Riding County Council (General Powers)
Act, 1951, provides that no person shsll CErry on the business of 2
hairdresser or barber on any premises in the district unless he and
those premises are registered, 23 such premises have been rugist-
ered with the Council.

e e — o

Byelews made under sub-section (3) of this section of the Act
became operative on the lst Januery, 1953, These provide for -

P, N
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