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Medical Officer’'s Report

For the Year ending December 3lst, 1924,

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough

of Pontetract.

(FENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present, for your information
and consideration, my Third Annual Report on the health
of the Borough for the vear 1924.

|.-GENERAL STATISTICS.

(a) The area of the Borough as given by the Registrar
(teneral 15 4,078 acres (land and inland water to-
gether). The approximate acreages of the Wards are
as follows : —

No. 1. West 1,198
No. 2. North Gid()
No. 3. Hast 707
No. 4. South 861
No. 5. Mill Hill 623
No. 6.

Central e ] 49

LR

Total ... 4,078

(b} Population. The number given' by the Registrar

(General 1s: _
For Birth Rate .. 18.160
For Death Rate R [ L

(¢} The numhber of inhahited houses 1s 3,392,

(d) The number of families or separate occupiers is esti-
mated as 3,640.

(¢) The Rateable Value of the Borough is £113,905.
(f) The sum represented by a penny rate 1s £378.
(g) District Rate Assessable Value £96,535.
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I1.—EXTRACTS FRCM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE

YEAR.
(a) Births:—
M. Ir.
Liegitimate 461 2446 215
[Hesitimale 24 T 17
Total Births ... 435 20 232

| This gives a birth rate per 1,000 population of
96.7. 1923, 26.9: 1922, 27.6; 1921, 30.5.

(h) The number of women dying in, or in consequence of

childbirth : —
(1) From Sepsis 1
(2) From other causes ... 0

(¢) Deaths of Infants under one year of age per 1,000
births : —1924, 103.1; 1923, 107.6; 1922, 112.4;
1921, 121.3.

M. F.
Liegitimate e 24 21
[llegitimate 2 3
Total e 20 24
(d) Deaths from Measles (all ages) 8; rate per 1,000 0.45.
te) ,, Whooping Cough ,, A = 0.11.
(f) ,, Diarrhoea (under 2 years
of age) fert a5 i 16.5
(g) Deaths. The total number of registered deaths, after
transfers, was 256, the death rate being 14.5.

The outstanding features of the death returns are:-

1. The continned high death vate of infants under 1
vear of age, namely, 103.1.  This has shown a
gradual decrease for the past 4 years, but is still
very unsatisfactory.

2. The large number of persons dying from diseases
of the lungs, 69 out of a total of 256.

9. The laree number of deaths certified as due to
Congenital debility and malformation and prema-
ture birth—24.

4. The increase in the number of infants under 2
vears of age dving from diarrhoea and associated
conditions—1924, 8; 1923, 5.

5. The large number of deaths from Tuberculosis—=26.




]
The principal factors in the causation of these returns are
I my opinion :—

(1). The overcrowding which 1s still existent in the
Borough.

(2). The amount of slum property with unsatisfactory

sanitary arrangements.

(3). The amount of pollution of the air by smoke.

(4). The conditions associated with depression in
trade, together with the continued high price of
food commodities.

The remedying of these would he the speeding up
of the building of new houses, in the hope that eventually
some of the most insanitary, Imdl‘,,T lighted and \Hntllﬂ,tﬂl
property could he done away with. The conversion where
possible of earth closets into water closets. A general im-
provement in the method and system of collecting and
dealing with refuse, and in the sweeping of the streets
and cleansing of the gullies.  Special efforts to educate
the mother, also the expectant mother, in the feeding,
¢lothing, and general hygiene connected with the rearing
of a baby, to encourage mothers to take advice during the
antenatal period.

ITI.-NOTIFIABLE DISEASES DURING THE YEAR.

Total Ca=ezs Admitted Total
certihed. to Hospital. deaths.

=

Small Pox

Diphtheria 10 10 3
Scarlet Fever 58 o6 1
Enteric Fever 6 4 1
Puerperal Fever 2 —_ 1
Frysipelas 9 — —
Tuberculosis: —
Pulmonary—Males 23
IFemales 17
Total 4)
Non-Pulmonary—Males 6
Females 3

Total ... _"9
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TUBERCULOSIS.
New (Cazes. Deaths.
Age Periods. Pulmonary. Non Palmonary, Pulmonary Non Pulmonary
N B M " 1 F M I
] ]
1 1 2 ]
7] 2 2 2 () |
10 2 4 ] | ] 9
15 2 | 2 | 2
2() 4 |
25 b 3 | 1 1
35 2 H | 1 >
45 4 2 ]
Do I 2 }
G5 npw'ds | I 2 I
Totals ik ] 0 } (i 13 5 2
CPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.
Notified. = Treatecd. Vizghon Vigion Tntal
At Hoae,  Hospeital. Unimpaired. Tmpaired. Blindness eaths.
Nil. Nil. Nl Nil. Nil. Nil, Nil.

I[V.—CAUSES CF SICKNESS.

Searlet fever during the early months of the year
was very prevalent, being a continuation of the epidemic
commencing in November, 1924, The cases were assum-
ing a milder form with one exception which was very
toxic and died.

There were many cases of Influenza in February,
March and April, complications were very few. Measles
has only occurred in isolated cases, these being of a very
mild fype.

There has been an epidemic of mumps and whoop-
ing cough, necessitating the closing of two of the Infant
Schools for a period of 3 weeks in each case.

The inerease of the number of cases of pulmonary
Tuberculosis, also Non-Pulmonary, is alarming. This
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]

inerease is 100 per cent. compared with 1923, 1 think
that this increase is partly accounted for by the earlier
diagnosis and notification of cases. The housing and liv-
g t*um‘lltnﬂu i many cases were very unsatisfactory.
Several of the cases were associated with definite over-
crowding, and in some of these portions of the house had
been sublet, thus preventing efficient isolation for sleep
mg.  This uuh—ipttt]iu had been done with a view to in-
creasing  the income of the home, and thus allow the
extra nourishment required to he purchased.

Where hetter houses were offered the parents weare
not always able to take advantage owing to the increased
rent which thev could not afford.

[ would suggest that:

(1) Wherever possible in the letting of new houses
consideration be first given to families in which Tuber-
culosis 1s present,

(2) Sub-letting of rooms should not be allowed in
any case where tuberculosis exists in the family.

(3) In cases not suitable for Sanatorium Treatment
owing to the advanced stagei of the disease and where
satisfactory isolation cannot be obtained in the home, the
patients should be persuaded if possible to go into Ifmpnal
thus lessening the risks of infection to the remainder of
the household.

(4) A byelaw regarding spitting in public places with
notices to the effect in CONSPLCUONS places pointing out its
dangers and the penalties for nou-compliance should be
dduptt'tl,

(5) Some means where the families are in very poor
circumstances should be taken to provide extra nourish-
ment, bedding and clothing where considered necessary.

V. SUMMARY CF NURSING ARRANGEMENTS,
HOSPITALS, ETC,

A.—The Pontefract and District Nursing Association
continues to render excellent professional help in the
homes for both medical and surgical cases. There is
now a nurse and assistant nurse. It 1s maintained
purely by voluntary subseriptions, and is wug't’n}' of
more support. Three midwives practise in the
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Borough, These receive no subsidy from the Local
Authority.

B.—(1). A Maternity and Child Welfare Centre is held
weekly on Monday afternoons at the Congregational
sSchools, Back Northegate., This is provided by the
West Riding County Couneil, but 1s being taken over
by the Local Authority on April 1st, 1925, A volun-
tary committee of ladies render exeellent service.
Babies are weighed and adviece given by Child Wel-
fare Medical Officer and Health Visitor.  Tea and
entertainment are provided hy this voluntary com-
mittee.  KExpectant mothers are invited.

(2). School Minor Ailments Clinic is held daily during
school davs at 10 a.m. at the Baghill School, Walker-
gate,  This is under the Local Education Authority,
and is attended by the School Nurse under the super-
vision of the Sehool Medical Officer.

(3). Dental Clinic iz held twice weekly at above address.

(4). Ophthalmic Clinic once a fortnight.  Cases ave ve-
ferred to these by the School Medical Officer. Parvents
desirving their children to attend should notify the
School Nurse, when arrangements can be made.

(".—Tuberenlosis Dispensary, Linden Terrace, under the
W.R.C.C., Tuesdays and Iridays.

D.—Venereal Diseases Clinies at the Clayton Hospital,
Wakefield, and the Leeds General Infirmary.

F..—Hospitals.—

(1) Tuberculosis.—The Pontefract Union Infirmary can
take eases of Tuberenlosis; no other heds locally.

(2). Maternity. No local heds, but an arrangement
with the Wakefield M.0.H. has heen made, for the
admission of necessarv cases to the Wakefield Mater-
nity Hospital, by the Loeal Authority.

(%). Children. The Ponfefract Infirmary and Dis
PenNSATY.

(4). Fever. The Pontefract Joint Tsolation Tospital,
Baghill.  Accommodation is abont 50 beds. (Cases of
Qearlet Fever, Diphtheria and Enterie Fever can he
taken.

(5). Smallpox. The Sherburn-in-Elmet .Inijl’r Hnri‘pif_"ﬁ_

F.—Unmarried Mothers and Tllegitimate Children.—The
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[Taven, Southgate, which is voluntary, or the Ponte-
fract Union Infirmary.

(+.—Ambulance facilities : —

(1). Infectious Cases. The ambulance of the Joint Iso-
lation Hospital is available for these cases,

(2). Non-infectious and accident cases.—The St. John
Ambulance Brigade Motor Ambulance 15 available.
A grant is made towards the upkeep by the Local
Authorty.

VI.-LAECRATORY WORK.

Pathological and bacteriological examinations arve
carried out by the West Riding County Counecil Authority
at Wakefield. A stock of Diphtheria Antitoxin can be
obtained trom myself or tlie Sanitary Inspector by local
medical practitioners for immediate nse.  The quantities
are suitable for prophylactic use or early treatment pend-
ing the result of bacterological examination or admission
to Hospital.

VII.--SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.
(1). Adoptive Acts:—
The Infectious Dizeases Prevention Aect 1390,
The Public Health Aets Amendment Aect 1890,
The Private Streets Works Act 1892,
The Public Health Acts Amendment Act 1907, Parts
I1., I111.,1V., V. and X.

The Public Libraries Acts.
The Baths and Washhouses Acts.

Bye-laws : —
New Streets and Buildings, 5th Febuary, 1924,
Giood Rule and Government, 15th February, 1905,
2Hh November, 1908, and 5th September, 1912.
Drainage of Existing Buildings, 3rd October, 1908,

Preventing the Waste, Undue Consumption, Misuse
or Contamination of Water, 3rd Oectober, 1908,

Nuisancesz, 1zt December, 1908.
Slaughier Houses, 14th January, 1909,
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Common Lodging Houses, 12th February, 1909,

Offensive Trades, 9th February, 1925,

Education (School Attendance), 10th October, 1907,

Employment of Children and Young Persons, Ist
Oetober, 1921,

Public Baths, 12th November, 1923,

'ree Libravy, 26th September, 1924,

Regulations.
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milk Shops, 1st May, 1902,

Cemetery, 10th January, 1924,

(2) Water Supply :—

The guality of the town’s water supply has been
good, and no examination of it has heen necessary during
the year. Tanks have heen placed in some of the Couneil
houses in the higher levels at King’s Mead. I understand
these arve acting satisfactorily in counteracting the insuf-
ficient pressure which was present at certain times of the
day. The projected new water main from Roall Water
Works should make the water supply ample for the Dor-
ough. In the meantime every care should he taken to
conserve the supply as much as possible by taking every
means to prevent waste. A new water main has heen laid
to the Toll Hill ]nliil“llg site,

Owing to contamination of well supplyving cot-
tages at Fairy Hill, the town’s water supply has now heen
laid on to the eight cottages there.

In a numhber of cases standpipes bave bheen done
away with and water has heen taken into the houses.
These are detailed in the Sanitary Inspector’s Report.
There are still a number which require doing.

(3). Drainage and Sewerage.

The Sewerage Works continue to work satisfac-
torily, although they arve heavily taxed by the large amount
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of sewerage they have to deal with. The large guantity
ot surface water is partly responsible for this, but in addi-
tion the dry weather flow is inereasing rapidly and will
- continue to do so because of the number of conversions of
privies anticipated and the number of new houses to be
huilt.

The future necessity in all probalnhity of a sur-
lace water scheme should be kept in view in the method
of drainage of the new housing schemes. Separate drain-
age schemes are urgently requived {o replace the present
system of ecesspools at Toll Hill and Ackworth Road.
These at present are very unsatisfactory and the efficient
empiving i1z a difficult and costly process,

(4). Closet Accommodation: —

1924. 1923.

No. of Pail or Tub Clozets 20 20
No. of Privies with covered middens 400 400
No. of Water Closets ... 2049 2504
No. of Waste Water (losets i D 240
No. of Privies reconstructed as

W.Cs. fi 8
No. of Closets constructed for new

houses—W . (s, s s 49 32
Ditto ditto—0Other 2 0

(5). Scavenging:—
This work is performed hy the Couneil themselves,

Disposal of refuse:—

1924 1923
(a) Destructor .. 4988 4472 loads.
(b) Tips ... 6264 3643
(¢) Farmers H4 478 ,,

Total annual cost £4,5602/11/0.
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The following is a detailed statement of the cost of Refuse
collection : —

Refuse Destructor—

£ s d
Manual Labour ... 676 9 8
Team Labour K0 0 4

726 10 0O

Other Kxpenses ... 6434 18 G
—— 1361 8 6
A<hpit Cleansing
Manual Labour ... 1263 1 2
Team lLabour .. 10357 4 8
— 2299 5 10
Trade Refuse—
Manual Labour ... 135 5 10
Team Labour ot el o
218 1 6
Horses and Carts ... 250 0 0
Motors o M) Y )
Other Expenses ... 173 15 2

—_— 623 15 2

Total ... £4502 11 0

No. of loads collected 11,306, at a cost of 7/11% per load.

The tipping of refuse in my opinion is not satis-
factory owing to the large amount of vegetable matter at
present contained in 1t.  This decays and becomes very
offensive, giving off gases which must be injurious to
people living in the vicinity. The remedies for this would
he to ask the people to burn as much vegetable matter and
litter in their own grates as possible. Notices to this effect
should be posted up. To employ a man, with a small in-
cinerator provided at the tip, to burn the vegetable matter
and litter as it arrives. On the other hand to previde a
refuse destructor which is capable of dealing with the
whole of the refuse of the Borough. This would be the
ideal solution of the problem.
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(Gi). Dairies and Cowsheds : —
No. of Cowkeepers 21. Registered 21.
No. of Retail Milk Sellers who are also Cowkeepers 21.
No, of Milk Retailers only, 8.
Total number of Milk Sellers, 29.

7.—Slaughter Houses.—
Licensed 13, Hegistered 2.
These have been imspected and found satisfactory.

8. Bakehouses.—11. Satisfactory.

).—Elementary Schools.—

An examination has been made and sanitary ar-
rangements will be satisfactory with a few repairs advised.
These have or are being carried out.

Factories and Workshops.—

The smoke nuisance from the Prince of Wales Col-
liery has been abated. The tipping has been moved as
asked.

Observations have bheen made of the smoke
issuing from factory chimneys, and a caution has been
sent in one instance.

The Inspector of Nuisance’s Annual Report is
attached.

VIII.-PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF.—
W. T. Hessel, Medical Officer of Health (part-time).
A. B. Jackson, Sanitary Inspector (full-time),

[X ~=HQUSING.—
Number of nm_v;}'um.{é.r_a erected during the year:—
(a) Total, 39.
(b) With State assistance under the Housing Aects,
1919, 1923 or 1924 .
(1) By the Local Authority ... 186,

(2) By other bodies or persous 1L -
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I. Unfit dwellinghouses. Inspection :—

Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
Acts), 80.

Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation, 1.

Number of dwellinghouses (exclusive of those re-
ferred to under the preceding sub-heading) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation, 13.

2. Remedy of defects without service of formal notices
Number of defective dwellinghouses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the Local Authority
or their Officers, 47.

3. Action under Statutory powers—
A.—Proceedings under Section 28 of the Housing, Town
Planning ete. Act, 1919—
(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs, ().
(2) Number of dwellinghouses which were ven-
dered fit after service of formal notices, 0.
(a) By owners, 0.

(b) By Local Authority in default of owners, 0.

(3) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
Closing Orders hecame operative in pursuance of
declarations by owners of intention to close, 0.

B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—
(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which

notices were served requiring defects to be re-
medied, 14.
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(2) Number of dwellinghouses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices:—
(a) By owners, 14.
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners, 0.

C.—Proceedings under Sections 17 and 18 of the Hous-
img, Town Planning ete. Aet 1900 :—

(1) Number of representations made with a view to
the making of Closing Orders, 1.

(2) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
Closing Orders were made, 1.

(3) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
Closing Orders were determined, the dwelling-
houses having been rendered fit, 1.

(4) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which

Demolition Orders were made, (.

(5) Number of dwellinghouses demolished in pur-

suance of Demolition Orders, 0.

Inspection of Factories, Workshops and Workplaces—

(including inspections made by the %mtunf Inspector
or Inspector of Nuisances)

Factories (including Factory Laundries) ... 10
Workshops (including Workshop Laundrxes} 30
Workplaces (other than Outworkers’ premises) 0

e

Total ... 40

Defects found in Factories, Workshops and Workplaces—
Want of Cleanliness—Found 7; Remedied 7.

Statistical Tables are attached.

1 am,
Your obedient servant,

W. T. HESSEL,
Medical Officer of Health.
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CAUSES OF DEATH. Males. Females.

Enterie Fever 1

Small Pox

Measles 4 4
Scarlet Fever 1

Whooping Cough 1 ]
Diphtheria I a9
Influenza 2 [

Encephalitis Lethargica .. 1
Meningocoecul Meningitis .-
Tuberculosis of Respiratory

Svstem T 149
Other Tubereulous l,llsaaﬁes J 4
Cancer, Malignant Disease ) 8
Rheumatic Fever 1
Diabetes 1
Cerebral Haemorrhage et.c 7 3
Heart Disease > 9 8
Arterio-sclerosis o
Bronehitis 19 6
Pneumonia (all forms) 24 15
Other Respiratory Diseases 1 1
Uleer of Stomach or Duo-

denum 2
Diarrheea &c (under 2 years} 5
Appendicitis and Tvyphlitis
Cirrbosis of Liver
Acute and Chronic '\Iephut]s 4
Puerperal Sepsis 1
Other Accidents & DIEE&B&‘S

of Pregnancy & Parturition
Congenital debility & Malfor-

mation, premature Birth 10 14
Suicide ; 6
Other Deaths from leance 3 2
Other Defined Diseases ... a1l 15
Causes ill-defined or

unknown
From all Causes Totals 138 118
Deaths of Infa.nts} Total A 24
under 1 vear Ilegitimate 2 3
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Causes of, and ages at Death, during the Year 1924,

L B3 T
Zlo|lelel=|=sl=|D
Cﬂ[:SES ALL i b f? el ws ol o E:T
aces 1217 T TI7 |
|._l ol "'l- W :-:r ::r ﬁ E
| |
Enterie Fever I I | l! .
=mall Yox ' [
Measles H 5 2 1 '
Searlet Fever | | I
Whooping Cough “ | e ) '
Diphtheria 3 | d RE
Influenza H faid g 21 2
Fncephalitis Lethargica I ! | 1
Meningococcal Meningitis ...
Tuberculosis of Respiratory i ‘ . .
System el 15 i i 31 2 4 7 3
Other Tuberculous Diseases i 11 1] 2| 1 | 1
Cancer, Malignant Disease L7 | | | 1 1f 5|10
Rhenmatiec Fever I | I | 1)
Diabetes & ] i | ' = 11
Cerebral Haemorrhage. etu 1y | i A7
Heart Disease : L7 i 2 2 5 8
Arterio-sclerosis 4] I o d
Bronchitis it a | 4 9 511
Pneumonia {all forms) 42 | 6{L1j101 5| 1} 3} 5| 1
Other Respiratory Diseases P i 1
Uleer of Stomaeh or Duo-
denum : 2 9!
Diarvrhcea &c (under 2 vears) B (|
Appendicitis and T\'phlihia‘. !
Cirrhosis of Liver ? I
Acute and Chronie :"it;l)hll,t.]ﬁ 4 (] O s |
Puerperal Sepsis 'i | |
Other Aceidents & Diseases i el
of Pregnaney & Parturition ! '
Congenital debility & Malfor- [t |
mation, premature Birth 94 [24] | 1B ke
Suicide & - 3 21
Other Deaths from "ru;:le.nce § 1 | 3] 1|
Other Defined Diseases 46 i
Causes ill-defined or '
unknown 1| 2 2 626
TOTAL L"ﬁb A0[15(19/11 H|31|4E 'H:
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Analysis of Infantile Deaths, 1924.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

| Under 1 week

All Causes Certified
Un-Certified
Small-Pox
Measles
Secarlet Fever
Diphtheria and Croup
Whooping Cough
Diarrhoea (all forms)
; .,:. Mueco
Enteritis Ot .
Gastritis
Premature Birth 1
Congenital Defects
Injury at Birth
Want of Breast Milk,
Starvation =
Atrophy, Debility and |
Marasmus =
Tuberculous Meningitis
Tuberculous Peritonitis
Tabes Mesinteriea -
Other Tuberculous ]Jl:;.e.a,ses
Erysipelas =
Svphilis o
Rickets |
Meningitis (not Tul-]elculﬂusl
Convulsions

Bronechitis 9
Laryngitis !
Pneumonia

Suffocation, overlaying 1

Other Causes

TOTAL 15

Eole. 1S
| 125 | =|2
Bl o) zl= =@ =) s
B |8 CERE| | €
Wl gl B, =l =1 S
5218, 2122 |
| R
T L *'E"*Eﬂ =
Zlelzlz |= 212
_ﬂir-.q- L) o =
—_— __!. | [r— e — - e | o——
i |
! . |
: | |
| i !
5 | 1 4
1 | i [
| i '
I |
: 11 1
|
1 3| 1] 9
' 1] Il
I |
| I 1 [
B || |
i
1 14 B S
|
1 2 | ;
|
|
i I
| | |
. i ' |
| | I |
5 5 i
e
5 .*
1
1
I
|
|
[l
! |
.L il
1 1 1|1|
| ||
| 1] 8] |9
| H | |
|
el £
el k| [l __|,,_|_-,,
| [
1 | !
812 19|77 g
| ]

I

TOTAL.
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TABLE C.
NUISANCE INSPECTIONS.
Total No. of Inspections made in 1924, for Nuisances only, 485.
Nuisances reported in 1924, 96. Total needing abateme nt, 3.“!.
Nwsances in hand, end of 1923, 18. Abated :'Immn* 1924,
Outstanding end of l’:l'z.’fl 4[}

Notices served, Informal, 96, Complied w It]L 85.
- - Statutory, Y. 4 B |
: Total o, of

Reznlated Buildings, X in Nooon  Inspeclions Geparal
Trades, &e. INsirier Register e Condition
Common Lodging Houses f i 25 (Good.
Knackers” Yards 1 1 6 Good.
Oftensive Trades ... 3 5 20 Good.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.
Developments during 1924.—XNone.

Developments still needed as to (a) Want of Sewers.—
Ackworth Road and Townwville.

Sewage Dispozal Works (a) Auny inadequacy.—None.
(b) Any complaints.—No.
GCLOSET ACCOMMODATION.
No. of Privies with open middens.—0.
No. of Pail or Tub Closets—20).
No. of Water Closets—25649. Waste-water Closets—244).
No. of Privies with covered middens, 400.

_\n, of Privies re-construc h“r] during 1924—(a) as w.es.—40 con-
versions; (b) other

No. of Closets {.{Hlﬁf!ll{.tﬂil in 1924 for new houses (a) w.cs.,
3%, (b) other—2.

SCAVENGING.
Any change during 19242 No.
Performed by (a) Council.—Yes.
How is refuse disposed of #—
No. of loads to (a) Destructor—4,988; (b) Tips—62064;
(¢) Farmers—54. Total annual cost—£4502/11/0.
Is there any inadequacy, and where?—None.

Any utilisation of Waste material?—Yes. If so, what?—
(3lass and serap iron.



WATER SUPPLY.

Any developments during 19247—New Main extended to
Fairy Hill and at Toll Hill Building Site.

Restricted in any way ?—No.

Any general insufficiency, and where?—Poor pressure in
higher parts of Town.

Any action in regard to unsatisfactory quality, and whera?—
?‘;nllv.

Any new sources added 7—No.

MILK SUPPLY.

Are Two Registers being kept us required by Section 2 (3) of the
1922 Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Acl?—(a) For Re-
tailers. (b) For Cowkeepers or Wholesale Traders 7—Yes.

Have any licences heen granted under the Milk and Dairies
(Amendment) Act, 1922, to distributors of : —“Certified”
milk—0; “Grade A”—0: “Grade A (Tuberculin Tested)'—
0; “Grade A (Pasteurised)”’-—0; “*Pasteurised”’—0.

Have vou had samples of Graded Milk tested ?—No.
Have any retailers been removed from the Register®*—No.

No. of samples taken by Officers of S.A. for analysis under F. &
D. Aects—1. No. adulterated—0.

No. of samples taken hy Officers of S.A. for hacteriological exa-
mination—I0.

Any instance of disease attributed to milk in 1924 ?—None,
No. of Cowkeepers in distriet produeing and selling milk.—21.
No. Registered—21.

No. who are milk retailers onlv—8.

Total No. of Retail Milk Sellers Registered—29.

Total No. of Cowsheds—21. Total No. of Inspections in 1924
—21. Cowkeepers 21, Retailers 8.

Date of Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Regulations P—1902,

Any inspection or other action by Districts to which Milk
is sent?—No.
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OTHER FOODS.
No. of seizures of unsound food—1. Kind and guantity—I
Beast,
Any Public Abattoir?—No.
No. of Slanghterhouses—15. Registered—2. Licensed—13.
Unsatistactory, structurally or in bad position 70,

No. of times each Slaughterhouse inspected?—5. Total In-
spections—7i0.

Bakehouses, No. 11. Total No. of Inspections—22,

SCHGCOLS.
No. of Schools in distriet—12. No. visited by M.O. H.—12.

Action taken—Repairs to lavatories ordered, also disinfection
of schoolroom.

Schools elosed by MO H.—2

ADOPTIVE ACTS.
Acts adopted during 1924—None.

BYELAWS AND REGULATIONS.

Any Bye-Laws made under Section 26 of Housing and Town
Planning Aect, 1919, as to houses divided into separate
tenements,—None.

INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

Diseases specially prevalent in 1924 °—Scarlet fever, mumps,
whooping cough. State months—January, Fehiuary,
October, November and December.

Any diseases specially added to notifiable list?—None.

Anyv influences threatening the health of the District 7—None.
Any undue prevalence of Venereal Diseases ?—No.

Any prevalence of Jaundice, and at what ages?—None,

HOSPITALS AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS.
(a) General : Accident—Address, Dispensary, Southgate.
Children : Dispensary, Southgate,

(¢) Infections, General—Baghill Joint Hospital. Smallpox—
Sherburn-in-Elmet. :
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Any arrangements for nursing Puerperal Fever cases ?~——Not
definite.

Whether any other disease (e.g., Pneumomnia) 1s treated in
Intections Diseases Hospits al—Ence sphalitis  Lethargica
cases have been taken.

Any change or extension of (a) General Infectious Hospital—No;
(b) Smallpox Hospital—No.

TUBERCULOSIS.

(1) Inspection of patient’s home and workshop—Yes,

(2) Examination for contacts—By W.R.C.C.

(:3) Is house disintected ?—Yes., When—After removal of
patient. i

(4) Leaflets, Lectures, ete., distributed—Yes.

(D) Action re spitting—Advice.

(6) Is sputum examined apart from Dispensary?—Yes,

(7T) Any special procedure adopted in cases of Pulmonary
Tuberculosis with T.B. in sputum.— Special disinfection
of houses.

(8) Ave the requirements of Tuberculosis Regulations as to
notification observed by general practitioners?—Yes.

BACTERIOLOGY.

(County Laboratory) Any suggestions?—None.

iNFANT MORTALITY.

Any Voluntary Centres for Child or Mother Welfare ?—No.

(‘auses of any excessive Infant Mortality in 1924—Congenital
Dehbilitv and Malformation, Premature Birth.

Supply of Milk to Mothers and Infants. Any action P—None.

VITAL STATISTICS. -
Births during 1024—Males 253, Females 232. Total 485.
No. illegitimate included in above—24.

Ceaihs :Imuur 1924—Nett Deaths on which the rates are cal-
culate d—-"-[ es 138, Females 118,

MCRTUARIES. What accommodation—
(a) For accidents.—Yes, for two hodies.
SANITARY STAFF.

Name of Sanitary Inspector—A. B. Jackson.
Annual Salary as Inspector-—£200 plus bonus.
()ther appointments held.—Shop Inspector,
Any Assistants F—No.




24
TABLE D.
Summary of Housing Work during 1924.

Houses with defects not disposed of at end of 1923—

Houses (recorded under ““Housing’) with minor defects.
Public Health Acts).—20.

Houses Inspected for ‘‘Housing defects’” in 1924 under Acts and
Regulations—

Total inspected and recorded.—80.
Houses found satistactory on inspection—0.

Houses needing further action.—80),

Houses not reasonably fit. Aection under Section 28, 1919;
Section 10 of 1923—

Houses found with defects—14.

Houses of this class remedied without formal notice—0.

Houses in regard to which formal notices were served—14.

Houses made fit after tormal notice—14.

Houses in respect of which the Council executed or were
executing work in default of owner—.

Houses in regard to which owner elected to close house in-
stead of complying with notices—(.

Action under Public Health Acts in cases of houses with minor
defects not remediable under Section 28, 1919; Sec-
tion 10 of 1923—
Houses with defects—&i.
Houses remedied without serviece of formal notice—47,
Houszez in regard to which formal notices were zerved —1).
Honses made satisfactory after formal notice—(.

Unfit Houses. Action under Sections 17 or 18, 1909

Hou=ex lound 1o be Inl":‘ln}' unfit—1.

Houses closed valuntarily—(.

[Tnfit bouses remedied without formal notice—0.

Houses represented to Council for closing orders—1.

Houses in respect of which closing orders were made—1.

Houses closed after service of closing order—0,

Houses made fit and closing order determined by Couneil
—1.

Houses demolished voluntarily—0.

Houses for which demolition orders were made by Couneil
—(.

”[}ux‘q_l-' {I_pnll,lli:-‘hl'l,] l'lh'tlj:li'lll.‘-illli}_}""‘”.
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Appeals—

Appeals against notices under Section 28, 1919, or Section

10, 1923—0,
Appeals against closing orders under Section 17, 1909—0.

Appeals under Section 17 (6) 1909, refusal to determine
closing orders—().

Appeals against demolition orders, Section 18, 1909—0.

Houses with defects not disposed of at end of 1924—

Houses not reasonably fit for habitation. Section 28, 1919
Section 10, 1923—1.

Houses (recorded under ‘‘Housing™’) with minor defects.
(Public Health Acts)—18.

Houses totally unfit. (Sections 17 and 18) 1909. —0.

Cther Action in regard to Housing.—

Total number of houses 1 district—:4:392,

Number of working-class houzes—26G12.

(reneral standard compared with that of the Ministry of
Health in Manual Vol, 1., 1919.—Fair,

OBsTrRUCTIVE BUIiLDINGS.—Any building represented by
M.0.H. under Sec. 38 (1) of 1890 Act?—None,
Result of action (if any)—None.

Any building represented by Local Government Elec-
tors under Sec. 38 (2) of 1890 Act?—None.

UxueALTHY AREAS.—ANY representations under part I. or
I1. of the 1890 Act? If so give particulars—None.

Recoxstruction ScHEMES.—Have LA, directed any to
be prepared under Sec. 39 of 1890 Act?—None.

Coxvers1oy oF Hovses.—Any houses acquired for division
into separate tenements, under the 1919 Act? If so,
give particulars—None.

Uxrir Hovses.—Any complaints by Local Government
Electors under Section 31 of 1890 Act as amended by
the 1923 Aet? None.

Any action under Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts, 1899
to 1923 P—None.

Anv scarcity of houses? If so, where ?—(General,
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Any overcrowding in houses, and where?~—Yes, in work-
img-class neighbourhoods.
Total number of houses built in the disiriet under state
alded and all conditions in 1924: (a) Working Class
Dwellings—39,

State-aided Housing Schemes.—
A. Scheme under 1919 Act.—

Number of houses erected in 1924, (1) By Council-—None ;

(2 By Pilvate Builders” Subsidy—(.
B.—Scheme under 1823 Act.—None.

Have Counecil propounded a scheme under this Act?—Yes.

[Tas a scheme been submitted to the Ministry of Health tor
their approval>—Yes. Has it been approved P—Yes.

If scheme is approved, please enclose particulars of same.-
100 Non-Parlour type houses on the Wakefield Road
Site and 24 Non-Parlour tvpe houses on the Baghill
site.

Is assistance given to private individuals—(a) By lump
sum P—Yes. If so, how much?—£76/18/6.

Number of houses completed by Loecal Authority under this
Scheme in 1924—16.

Do. do by Private persons do. do.—11.

C.—Scheme under 1924 Act.—None.

Number of houses :-'-T‘u*r'iﬁl'u“_‘l.' np]‘n'm'{‘r] by -,‘i“ni:-:l't'}.'—-.:}fj'.
Total numhber of houses provided under all State-aided
Schemes in 1924.—27,

Town Planning.—

Have Cnounecil joined a Regional Town Planning Commit-
tee P—No.

Have Council passed a resolution in 1924 deciding to pre-
pare a scheme?—No.

Anv Scheme contemplated ?--No.

Has a scheme heen finally approved by the Mimistry of
Health in 19247—No.

Has a scheme been submitted to the Ministry of Health in
1924?—No.

Has a preliminary statement heen nrepared and submitted
to the Ministry for approval ?—No.



BOROUGH CF PONTEFRACT.

ANNUAL REPCRT OF THE SANITARY INSPECTOR
TO THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
Year ending 3lst December, 1924,

The following 1s a summary and statement of

sanitary Work earried out during the Year:—

No. of Houses 1n Distriet e 5420
Reports made to Commiitee 92
Notices served for abatement of Nuisances

and other defects ... 96
Repairs to defective Ashpits and new doors

fitted 14
W.CUs. Repaired 11
Liberating blocked drains 2()
Defective sink wastes 4
Defective dust bins replaced 11
Defective roofs to houses repaived for damp-

ness 10
Defective eaves spouting s 23
Smoking house chimneys remedied 3
Water courses cleaned 3

Nuisances.—

Prince of Wales Colliery, Fumes from dirt stack
and ecausing a serious nuisance to the adjacent houses at
Ladybalk.  After many inspections and correspondence
with the owners the nmsance has finally heen abated.

Privy Conversions.—

Nine properties have heen reported on  where
privy conversion is needed, and notices have heen served
for the conversions of 22 privies in Spring Gardens, 4 in
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Love Lane Terrace, with an additional closet and 3 con-
versions and 3 additional closets in the same street.

The work had not been commenced at the end of
the year, but it is hoped that progress will be made and
that the 400 privies will soon be wiped out.

The conversions of privies in the Park Avenue
district are in abeyance on account of the very poor
pressure of town’s water there.

SI1X  conversions of privies into Water Closets
have been carried out.

Town’'s Water Supply to Houses.

In the outlying district of TFairy Hill where
drinking water was ohtained 250 yvards from the houses, a
supply of Town’s water has now been laid on to the eight
cottages there.

The following properties have had Town’s water
taken into the houses in place of the stand pipes:—

8 Houses in Tanshelf Drive.

8 b Barbican Row, also new sinks fixed.
3 d Nags Head Inn Yard.

10 3 Star Yard.

Yard Surfaces.—

An 1mprovement has heen made by the sett pav-
ing of the unsatisfactory yard surfaces at the Blue Bell
and Robin Hood Inns, and storm beards provided in case
of the overflowing of the sewers so as to prevent the flood-
ing of the Robin Hood.

The paving of back streets is still much needed in
several parts of the Town.

Rats and Mice Order.—

Notices have bheen sent out to farmers and others
whose premises were likely to be infested with Rats, and
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notices inserted in the Guide and on the sereen at the

Picture Houses,

No doubt good results were obtained by this as
people are anxious to be rid of the vermin.

Snop Acts.—

As in previous years frequent warning to small
shopkeepers who were found to disregard the Closing
Ovder has heen necessary.

Overcrowding is still prevalent in the Town and
district. 24 new houses are in course of erection on
the Willow Park Site, and 10 houses on the King's Mead
Site. They should be ready for occupation very shortly.
[n my opinion 400 to H00 more houses are needed to meet
the demand in the Town.

Workshops.—

There are 11 bakehouses, all kept 1n good order,
and 30 other workshops including 20 Milliners’, Dress-
makers” and Tailors’,

Common Lodging Houses.—

There are 5 Common Lodging Houszes in the
Town. These have been kept clean and in good order.
No complaints have been made.

Slaughter Houses.—

Lacensed 13. There are 2 registered, These have
heen kept elean and in good order.

There are 21 registered cowkeepers and 8 re-
tailers of milk. The approximate number of milch cows
15 200, and they are habitually turned into the Park to

eraze for 6 mounths of the year.

Ashpit Cleansing.—
The work of ashpit cleansing is in the hands of
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the Borough Engineer. The following is a summary of
the work done during the past twelve months:—

No. of Loads taken to Destructor ... 4988
Do. do. - Brick Yard Tip 264
Dao. do. Farmers’ Tips ... a4

—_

Total of loads collected ... 117206

Cost of Collection and Destructor.—

Refuse Destructor ... 1361 8 b
Ashpit Cleansing . medd b5 1N
Trade Refuse S| &

1
Horses and Carts, Motors 623 15 2

. m—

£4502 11 0

Average Cost per load ... 7/11id.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

(Cases removed to Hospital : —

Scarlet Fever o8

Diphtheria ) 10

Enteric 4
Cases treated at Home : —

Enteric 2

Encephalitis Lethargica 2

Puerperal 2

A. B. JACKSON.










