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There are five Poor Law Medical Olfficers appointed, whose
duties partially occupy them in the district, but since the Old Age
Pensions and State Insurance arrangements came into force there
is much less demand for relief under the Poor Law than formerly,

There is a Workhouse and Infirmary in the City of Peterborough
at which people from contributing rural districts can be dealt with.

The Peterborough ln[irmary and Dispensary is the General
Hospital available, at which about 60 beds are provided, together
with the usual out-patient department. Arrangements are made
between the Count}f Council of the Soke of |Jf:t:3:r|;:r;rnug|;| and the
Infirmary Authorities for the treatment of Venereal Diseases.

There is usually a waiting list of 10 to 20 patients on the
books and a scheme is a foot to provide further hospital
accommodation,

Sanitary Circumstances of the District.

1. Water.

Portions of the District are supplied by water mains deriving
their supply from the Peterborough Corporation sources, namely
from deep springs issuing from the Lincolnshire Limestones at
Braccburcugh and a Supplt':l‘I'IErll-El.l'}’ bﬂring tapping the same strata
at Etton. The supply is a continuous one and the two separate
mains are interconnected at various points. The portions of
the District thus supplied are Walton, Werrington (part of),
Gunthorpe, Dogsthorpe and Garton End, Newark, Eye
and Fengate. The water is hard and if stagnant in the main at
the end becomes sulphuretted, and yields en standing a yellowish

red deposit.

There are borings at Helpston, Etton, Glinton, Peakirk,
Newborough and Deeping Gate.

The rest of the District depends on shallow wells, and in the
Fen area the inhabitants are dependent upon soft water, stored in
tanks, and when this supply fails, water is fetched from the nearest
available dyke. In a scattered Rural Fen District it is difficult to
arrange a suitable supply of good water.
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Parts of Newhorouzh and Borough Fen are supplisd with
water from the Werringmn Brook and from the F{}”E}' River and
Car Dyke. Since the sewering of Werrington, Walton and
Dogsthorpe, there is much less contamination of the Werrington

Brook.

Periodical analyses of samples from wells in the District have

been made by Dr. Rolleston the County Medical Officer of Health.

2. Drainage and Sewerage.

The Sewerage of Walton, Werrington and Dogsthorpe is
pumped into sewers of the Peterborough Corporation. The
question of sewering Fengate is deferred until the question of the
extension of the Boundaries of the Corporation of Peterborough is
settled. '

3. Closet Accommodation, Scavenging, &c.

The prevailing type is the privy vault,

At Castor arrangements are made for scavenging night soil.
In the purely rural area, the inhabitants are responsible for the
disposal of their own refuse, &e.

For an urban area like Walton regular systematic scavenging
should be undertaken, as also for Dogsthorpe and Garton End.

4. Sanitary Inspection of the District.

The Sanitary Inspector reports on defects, and others are
found when inspecting cases of infectious disease, &c. In such
cases the houses are visited with the Inspector and suggestions
made for remedying defects or nuisances.

Some 60 inspections were made during the year. Several
dwelling houses in the District are unfit for habitation, but drastie
action cannot be taken until further accommodation is available.

5. Premises and Occupations which can be controlled by
Bye-Laws and Regulations.

No common lodging houses exist in the District, nor are there
any cellar dwellings.



Offensive Trades.—Knackers 3. Tanning |. Being of com-
paratively small size. there is no great nuisance arising from them.

Factories include engineering works, a manufactory of shop
fittings at Walton, paper mill at Helpston, brickyards at Eye and
Dogsthorpe, a tannery at Fengate. The 18 bakehouses are
satisfactonly kept.

6. Schools.

Periodical inspection of the children is carried out by the
School Medical Officer,

The Schools at Werrington and Walton are connected with
the sewers, that at Dogsthorpe ought to be connected ;: in the
remainder of the Schools the closet accommodation is of the midden
type. The Werrington, Walton, Dogsthorpe, Newark and Eye
Schools derive their water supply from the public source ; the
remaining Schools depend upon rain water or shallow wells.

7. Food.

(a) MLk SuprpLy.—There are numerous small dairies in the
District, most of the owners merely supplying the needs of a few
neighbours.

There are three larger dairy farmers whose premises are
reasonably well locked after. As a rule the cow-houses are old
buildings usually built round a crew yard into which manure is
thrown. Attempts have been made to suitably drain the sheds,
but short of entirely re-constructing the premises no great improve-
ments can be made. The absence or inadequacy of a supply of
water is another [actor adversely alfecting the management of the
dairies.

Milk shops as such do not exist in the District.

(b) OrHEr Foops. —The carcase of one heifer was condemned
on the greund of its bzing tubereulous.
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A stock of Diphtheria Antitoxin and Antitetanic Serum is
kept in hand and are available for the use of practitioners requiring
them in the District.

Two fatal cases of Fncephalitis Lethargica occurred in Eye,
one patient being a boy of 2}, the other a girl of 10.

Swabs from throats or other pathological specimens are sent
for examination when necessary. There is no isolation hospital
for the District, but in special circumstances and if beds are
available, the Borough Authorities will admit cases to the very
great advantage of vour Council.

There were no notifications of any cases of Malarna, Dysentery,

Anthrax, Rabies, Small Pox.

There 1s a Tuberculosis Dispensary in the Cit}r of Pcterburough
under the direction of Dr. Rolleston, Tuberculosis Officer and
County Medical Officer of Health. Patients from the Rural
District appear to avail themselves of its use; there are no
residential institutions for Tuberculosis in the District, which is an
unsuitable locality. Insured persons needing Sanatorium treatment
are sent to various Sanatoria with which the Local Insurance
Committee have agreements, and other cases are dealt with by the

County Council.

Cases of Tuberculosis appear to be notitied readily by

praclitioners.

Sanitary Administration.
The staff consists of the Medical Olfficer, the Inspector of
Nuisances and Sanitary Inspector who employs extra help in

disinfecting, &c., when necessary.

Housing.

This subject is fully dealt with in the Inspector’s Report, which
shows that during the year eighteen houses were erected in
Peterborough Without, two at Peakirk, ten at Borough Fen, one
at Walton.






ANNUAL REPORT

- OF THE —
Inspector of Nuisances, Building
and Sanitary Surveyor, Inspector
under the Housing and Town

Planning Act, 1909, and Water
Works Manager.

MR. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

| beg to present my (fourteenth) Annual Report for the year
1920.

One hundred and twenty-two Sanitary Inspections have been
made during the year. As in late years, only cases of complain;
have been dealt with because the conditions as to rents and cost
of repairs practically still exist.

Notices dealing with the drainage of several properties are

still not complied with.

Again, owing to the neglect of the owner of 12 houses at
Fengate, the Council has had to cleanse the cesspools and drains,
the cost to be recovered from the owner.

The pail closets at these houses are still being emptied by the
Peterborough Corporation at a higher cost than last vear.
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Nine informal notices, chiefly for blocked drains have been
served and all have been complied with.

Six Statutory notices have been served, chiefly to provide
drains and water supply.

Water Supply.

The supply from the Peterborough Corporation Mains has
been well maintained without a break.

Werrington.— The scheme for supplying the whole of the Village is
being proceeded with and one of the Ministry of Health
Inspectors held an inquiry on December 10th,

The quantity of water purchased during the year from
the Peterborough Corporation was 827,000 gallons, an increase
of 171,000 over 1919.

Walion—13,485,000 gallons were purchased, a decrease of 592,000
gallons from the previous year and a decrease of 12,609,000
gallons from 1918.

Messrs. Brotherhood and Sage’s Works consumed
9,548,000 gallons, a decrease of 1,006,000 gallons, leaving a
nett consumption for the Parish (exclusive of the Factories) of

3,937,000 gallons, an increase of 414,000 gallons from 1919,

The water used for the Housing Scheme accounts for
some of the increase.

An additional connection has been made to Messrs.
Brotherhood’'s Works as a safeguard against breakdown and
fire.

Peterborough Without.—
The quantity of water purchased has been :—

Dogsthorpe .« 4,408,000 increase 1,179,000

Newark 959,000 & 175,000

Fengate e 450,000 decrease 35.000
Total - 5,817,000 gallons.

An increase of 1,319,000 gallons.



The increase at Dogsthorpe is due to the Brick-yard
having worked for the whole year, the Housing Scheme
operations on Dogsthorpe Road, and 14 additional occupied
houses since July.

The increase at Newark is due to the ptlm.'naal: meter
having been put in repair.

Longthorpe.—The quantity purchased has been 575,000 gallons, an
increase of 84,000 gallons.

Eye, Gunthorpe and Paston.

The quantities purchased are : —

Fye h 3,361,000 increase 278,000
Gunthorpe ... 635,000 decrease 54,000
FPaston ik 23,000 & 10,000

Twenty houses in Paston take their water supply through
the Gunthorpe meter.

The total quantity of water purchased from the
Pe_terburuugh Cﬂrpﬂrﬂtiﬂn &uring the year has been 24,?23,”00
gallons, an increase of 916,000 gallons.

The general increase is no doubt due to the abnormal
dry season and the shortage of rain water for washing.

The 4 inch main at Eastfield burst on the evening of
December 21st, which cut off the supply to Newark and Eye
for a whole day.

A faulty pipe had been laid, although it could not be
detected at the time and it had gone through the usual tests.

Mr. Britten, the manager for Eye, resigned and a sucecessor
has been appointed.

The bores in the District continue to yield.
An attempt is being made to repair the Peakirk bore.
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Open tenders were then advertised for and Mr. Cracknell’s
tender of £98,000 was the lowest,

Work was shortly commenced at Eye, and owing to the delay
in the delivery of cement and to the shortage of skilled labour, very
little progress had been made at the end of the year. (The shortage
of bricklayers delays all other trades).

A considerable amount of work was done in preparing plans
for these houses, which were eventually turned down by the
Housing Commissioner who insisted that one of the Ministry's
Type Plans with Quantities and Specifications should be used.
It is very problematical what the resulting houses and cost will be,
as neither the plan, Quantities nor Specifications agree, and when
the Ministry is appealed to for information the Officials attempt to
place the responsibility of sorting out the discrepancy upon your
Officials, which | am pleased to say they have not yet succeeded
in doing.

When endeavours were being made to reduce the estimates,
we suggested an alteration in the method of constructing the roof
and shortly afterwards Major Abbot from the Commissioner's
Office gave us instructions that it should be done. A plan was
submitted and the Commissioner would not accept the proposal.
On a protest being made Major Abbot denied having given
instructions. These suggestions if carried out would have made a
considerable saving in the cost of the houses.

The 14 houses on Dogsthorpe Road commenced in 1919 for
the Peterborough Corporation were completed in October and are
now occupied.

50 houses are in course of erection for the Peterborough
Corporation on a site fronting St. Paul’'s Road and Paston Lane,
Dogsthorpe. As these are being constructed to one of the
Ministry’s Type Plans, no plans were submitted. [t was then
found out that it was proposed to lay the drains at a gradient of
| in 150 which viclates all theory and practice and will no doubt
result in continual blocking of the drains. | wrete to the Housing
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Factories and Workshops.

Very little has arisen in connection with these.

Some re-arranging of the drainage at Messrs. Brotherhood's
has been carried out to prevent the pollution of the surface water
sewer and more is still required.

Slaughter Houses.

The slaughter houses have been periodically inspected during
the vear.

The occupier of one at Eye has obtained a license.

A beast killed at the Co-operative Society's slaughter house at
Newark for a Peterborough butcher was condemned by the
Medical Officer of Health, as being badly infected with tubercle
and was destroyed at Mr. Marshall's Knackers Yard.

Offensive Trades.

Five premises are being used for offensive trades and are all
in the Parish of Peterborough Without.

Three are licensed Knackers Yards with the addition of
Manure making, one manure factory and one tanyard.

A Knacker's license has been granted to Mr. Marshall for
premises at Eastfield, previously used as a gut factory.

Scaven Eing.

The collection of night soil from the pail closets at Castor and
Ailsworth and that of house refuse at Walton is carried out by
contract and appears to be done satisfactorily.

The pail closets of 12 houses at Fengate is still being done by
the Peterborough Corporation workmen.

The house reluse of the |14 houses on Dogsthorpe Road,
erected for the Peterborough Corporation is collected by the
Peterborough Corporation dustmen and the cost charged to your

Council.

The Parish badly needs a system of refuse collection.
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Five of the Scarlet Fever cases at Walton were in the months
of January and February and the last in September.

Dairies and Cowsheds.

The custom in the District of keeping one or two cows (often
under the most filthy conditions) ostensibly for their own use and
to oblige neighbours is a very dangerous practice. Under the
present laws we have no control over these cowsheds or cow-
keepers which lessens the benefits that may be derived from
Dairy and Cowshed inspection and whilst such conditions exist it
is impossible to ask the owners of larger dairies to bring them to a
higher standard.

Drainage and Sewage Disposal.

According to the approximate records | am able to keep, the
quantity of sewage pumped has increased at all the Pumping
Stations except Werrington, where so few houses are connected a
large portion of the amount pumped is due to leaks in the sewer
and the " sock"” water being much lower than usual, so much has
not leaked in as in former years.

Twenty-four houses were connected to the Sewers in
Dogsthorpe.

On May 26th there was an outbreak of fire at the Walton
Pumping Station doing considerable damage before being discovered.

The cost of repairs was recovered from the Insurance Company.

The fire occurred after a thunder storm and it was suggzested
that the station acted as a lichtning conductor to the tramway
system, causing a " short” in the " resistance " allowing the electric
current to continue to pass through to earth, thus making it red hot
and setting fire to the adjoining woodwork.

This also happened at the Dogsthorpe Station but was
discovered belore any damage other than the " shorting ™ of the
* resistance ” was done.









