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To The Right Worshipful the Mayor,Aldermen
and Gouncillors of the City of Peterborough.

Mr.Mayor,Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you the
Annual Report of the Modical Officer of Health for the year
1954.

The report is largely self-explanatory and
there are in it fow scctions calling for further comment than is
already included in the body of the report.

The year was one in which there were really
no matters of outstanding public health significance and even
the thoroughly bad summer- the wettest since 1916 - finds no
reflection in vital statistics. Infectious diseasos ran at a low
level throughout the year, with whooping cough heading the
notification lists, from which Infantile Paralysis cases are
noted with plecasure to have becon complctely absent.

In matters of Environmental Hyglene it will
be ramarked that this 1s the first post-war year in which there
was 8 decrcasc in houses built compared with the previous year,
but thie is no fault of the City Council,which built up to the
1imit of a reduced allocation from the Ministry of Housing and
Local Goverrment.

In cencluding this short introduction I should
like te thank, not only for their help in 1954, but in previous
years, my colleaspues in Loecal Government in the Town Hall and the
County Council Offilces and my professional colleaguss Dr.Gilmour
and Dr.Falton, who have at all times when asked, given the most
willing laboratory assistance in connection with Public Health
probleme. I must 2jsm, for yet another year, thank Mr.E.H.Colmen
for sending me for use in this report his annusl asnalysis of
Peterborough weather- a melencholy rccord in 1954.

Within a wook of writing these words I shall
no lﬁngcr be your Medical Officer of Health and shall have taken
up a new appointment. I have pleasure therefora in thanking the
Health Committce and the Council for the part thoy have played
in making my throc and a half years in Pcterborough a period to
which I shall aelways look back with cihi\joyment and hope that my
Suecgrony Dr.G.Dison, will find as much happiness in
Potorborough as I have dong.

I am,
Yours fsithfully,
W.D. 8winngy.

!

Town Hall,

Poterborough.
July 19566.
























TATISTI nWLYSIS OF CAUSES OF DEATH 1954.
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Causes of Death as given in thc Humbers Rates per Rateélpcr
Registrar-General's Short List. "M. "F. = Total. 1000 pnp. hgﬂ? b

| I . |
Tuberculosis, Respiratory R e b 0.094 8.210 !
Tuberculosis, other (o1 5 Tl S T, S 4 0.018 l.642 -
SByphilitic Diseass I« T T s 1 A 1 0.000 0.000 |
Diphtheria i G 0 0 0. 000 . 0.000
_}"Fing Gﬁugh i ﬂ D i G U;GGO D-ﬂuﬂ
leningococeal Infections 1 Ll 1 I ¢ 0. 000 0.000
Acute Poliomyelitis L (0} 0. 000 0.000
loasles e o e 0.000 ° 0.000
Dther infective & parasitic : ; '
i dTscasos el S - ok At~ \ 0.037 S.284
ialignant Neoplasm;stomach i1l § B} 16 i 0.330 26.272 |
ialignant Neoplasm;lung,bronchus '17 1 ., 18 | 0.338 29,556 |
flalipnant Neoplasm;broast+ RS e o e I 0.396 37.543 |
falignant Neoplasmjuterus+ | &1 a3 3 0.108 10.239
Dther Malignant & Lymphatic
Neoplasms 132 124« 56 1.053 91.952
sukaemia,Aleukacmia P2 5 - 0.094 8.210
Disbetes - N S 0.094 8.210
Vascular lesions of Nervous System : 36,66 ' 102 1.917 167.484
Coronary Discase,angina | B7:36 | 93 1.748 152.706
dypertension with heart disease i 4! 6 { 10 0.188 16.420
?-= heart discase . 54140 | 74 ¢ 1.391 121.508
Other circulatory disease | 1114 | 25 0.470 41.050 |
Influenza ol"1 | 1 0.018 1.648 |
ﬁ;ﬁlul ia H 20 g8 28 0. 526 45.976
Eill‘hitia 22311 ' B3 0.620 b54.186
Other diseases of respiratory J : i g
system s 6 0.112 9.8562
flcer of the stomach and I | i
duodcnum i i . 0.1689 14.778
iastritis,Enteritis & Diarrhoea ; | 0.075 | &.568
ephritis & Nephrosis S 0.076 | 6.668
yperplasia of Prostate @ ! | 0.151 12.341
pegnancy schildbirth, abortion + i 0.000 0.000
ongenital malformations ' 0.037 3.284

ther defined & ill-definsd

diseasecs 1.278  111.656

law)
'quqgmmuﬁmwm.

e

L8

otor vehicle accldents ' 0,112 ¢ 9.858
11 other accidents 1 0.285 19.704
1-ﬂ1dﬂ 0.118 9.862
omicide & operations of war < b 0.000 ' 0.000

N N ——— = [T Sttty

ODLAMOoO S OO
Dihﬁimtﬂ v M B S o

TOTALS 516 293 | 609 | mmmemmmmmemeee

S ey T e

+ Rates per 1,000 estimated female population and
per 1,000 fomale deaths .

@ Rates per 1,000 estimated Male population and per
1,000 iale deaths.
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COMMENTARY ON VITAL STATISTICS.19854.

Birth Ratc.

The live birth rate per 1,000 population was 15.09, the
corrcsponding figure for England and Wales being 15.2 and the
1966 figure for the City, 16.82.

For purposes of comparison thc birth rates for the ninc post
war years, 1946-1954 arec given in the appended table, with those
for the nine years, 1930-1938, lmmediately prcceding the war.

- L ] A S S A =+ —

Yoar Birth Rate | Pyger | Birth Rate |
per 1000 pop. per 1,000 pop. |

1946 19.0 { 1930 15.8 |

1947 17.4 - | 1931 15.2

1948 16. 4 1 { 1932 15.9

1949 15.0 ; | 1933 13.6

1950 14.8 | 1934 15.5

1951 l4.8 i 1955 12.9

1952 15.0 | 1936 15,2

1953 16.2 i 1037 15.9

1954 15.1 , 1938 14.5

Mean Birth Mean Birth

Rato for Rato for

period 15.97 period 14.72 :

ot e -

The S5till Birth Rate, with a total of 10 births almost
halved the corresponding figure for 1553, when 21 still births
ogeurred , in a total of 874 births compared with 819 for ths
succecding ysar. The 1954 figure which works out at 12.06 por
thougand total births is almost half the National index of
23.4 = a source of considerasblc satisfaction.

The annual death rate for 1954 was 10.65 per thousand
population : that for the Country as a whole being 11.3. The
correspending figure for the City of Petorborough in 1953 was
11.46. The 1954 Decath Rate 1s, with the oxception of 1948 when
a rate of 10.5 was recorded, the lowost registorod in the City
in the past dccadc.

General groupings of the principal causes of doath show
that these were apportioned as under:

304 Doaths dug to Cireculatory Systcm Disease
109 Deaths due to Malignant Disease
T3 Deaths due to Resplratory Systom Disgasea.

These figurce rcprescnt rospcctively 49.9%, 17.9% and
11.9% of all deaths during the year.

Vagcular lesions of the nervous system accounted for the
greatest proportion (108) of deaths due to circulatory systcm
disease, closcly followed by deaths from coronary disecase
which totalled 93.

In the groups of deaths attributable to malignant
digeasc disparity is to be noticed in the numbers of malo and
female deaths from cancor of the stomach := 11 of the former
and & of the latter. This is & repotition of 1953 when the
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corrosponding figurce were 13 and 6, By far tho groatest
disparity, however, is in deaths due to Malignant growths of
lung and bronchus, 17 malcs but only 1 female dying of this
condition. It may beo notcd here that the prepondorance of
Male doaths Trom gastric carcinoma is paralleled by the gven
more marked disparity betwecn male and fomale deoaths from
gastric and duodenal ulcers, 8 mon ahd only 1 woman succumbing
to this discase.

Of the Respiratory Bystem group of deaths Bronchitis(33)
and Pnecumonia (28) glaimed the most victims and again a
disparity botween tho scxes is apparcnt when it is noted that
more than twice as many men as women died of pneumonia and
gxactly twice as many men as women wore victims of bronchitis.

This group includcs 5 dcaths from Rospiratory Tuberculosis.

Accidontal Deaths droppcd from 28 in 1953 to 18 in 1954 |
and i1t must again be reomarked that only 6 of those 18 ( the \
samg figurc as for 1963) were road accidents. Thorc is ample \
scopc for any moasuro which will make pecople "accident consious"
in their homes.

Doaths by Sulcide totalled 6 during the year: this was
half the figurc for 1953 but it is a sorry reflection on the
modern world that despitc Welfare Services,Hsalth Sorvices,
Social Security and all the rest of it, some people yet find
themselves faced with probloms from which thoy can see only
ONC OBCADPG.

Maternal Mortality Ratc.

It is gratifying to statc that in 1954 thorc wore no
deaths under this hcading. Thorc was 1 such death in the
proceding year.

Infant Mortality Ratc

Tha deoaths of 20 infants under one year of agt cccurred
in 19564 giving an infant death rate of 24.42 gor thousand live
birthe. The ecorrceponding figpure for England and Wales is
25.5 so that the figurc for the City is satisfastery by
compariscn.

Nego=Natal Mortality Ratc.

Ineluded in the deaths of these 20 children under onc
yocar of age arc' the doaths of 13 children under four wecks of
agc giving a Ngo-Natal Mortality rate of 15.87 per 1,000 live
births., a marked improvement on the 1953 figure of 22.88.

No National figure is availsble for comparison.













HOTIFTARIE INFECTIOUE DISEASES.
Bearlet Fover 1954 1953

Cascs lotificd. 59 19
Incidones por 1,000 population 0.735 0.5564

Following a ycar in which Bearlet Fever
notifications wore abnormally low tho incidencc of this
disgase returncd to a more usual lovel. The condition
continueg to be oxtromecly mildj €hc typical Scarlot of somo
years ago with its frogquent complications involving Kidneys
and Ears being now a thing of tho past.

Nine cascs wore admitted te Isolation Hospital
because circumstances dld not permit adoquate isolation at

Moaslcs.

1954 1853
Cascs Notified 18 66

Incidence per 1,000 population 0.358 1.284

Notifications of measles were, Tor the sscond
yoar in succecssion, the lowest sincc compulsory notification
was ingtituted. The years 1958 and 1954 have boon inter-
cpidemic yoars, there having becon 1,458 notifications during
1962 and 1,174 in the first and socond quartcrs of 1955.

¥hooping Cough.

1954 1955
Cagos Notifiod 125 - 6%

Incidonce per 1,000 population 2.350 1.286

| 1953 saw the lowest annual notification figurc
for whooping ecugh rocorded in the City and it was therefore not
gurprising in the following year to find an inereoase in this
figure ,although one falling far short of tho 398 cascs
notified in 195l1. Two cascs wero admitted to Isolation
Hospital, one because it occurred in a Children's Residential
Wurscry and tho othor becausc of supor-added broncho-pneumonisa.

Thore were no VWhooping Cough deaths during the

yesr.
Acute Pncumonia
2 1954 1953
Cascs Notified 36 47
Incidence per 1,000 population. 0.676 0.843

The notification of 36 cames of pricumonia
during the yoar showod a decercase of 1l comparcd with the
figure of 19563, As in that yoar, one case proved fatal.Two
casce werg romoved to Hospital.

Fuerperal Pyroxia

1054 19563
Cagses Notified & 54

Incidonce por 1000 total births 4.8283 59,948

It will be reecallod that on lst.August 1951 now
Rocgulations for the notification of Puerporal Pyrexia came
into oporation, with the rosult that sinec that date many
caegs werg notified which would not have ecome within the scope
of the suporscded reogulations. Tho rosult of this change was a
Bteop inerease in notificatione rocecived ,. from 3 in 1950 to
35 in 1951 (31 notificaticns after lst.August) 42 in 1952 and
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54 in 1953. It is ,thorcfore, all thc more satisfying to record
the low lovel of 4 cascs notified in 1954, without any
fillteration in tho notification rcgulations which might

account for, or contribute to, this reduction.

Dysentory
1954 1953

Cascs Notified £ 3 14
Incidence porl,000 population. C0.018 0.283

Onc sporadic aase of bacillery dyscntery of the Somme
typo was notified compared with 13 such notifications in 1953.
(one notification in that year was of Amoebic Dysentery).
Investigation of home contacts proved negative and the source
of inflection could not be demonstrated.

Erysipelas
1954 1953
Cases Notified 5] 1

Incidence per 1,000 population 0.112 0.0¢2

é Six unrelated cases of this manifestation of
treptococcal Infection occurred in 1954. One in the age group
96-45 years, 3 in the group 45-65 and two patients were over
the age of 65 years. The latter 2 cagses were treated in

olation Hogpital.
goning.
1954 18553

! Cases liotified 3 &
‘ Incidence per 1,000 population 0.056& 0.088

In 1954, 5 cases of food poisoning ,wholly
igconnmected from each other,were notified.

The first of these was a six-month old c¢hild
dmitted to hospital with a provisional dlasgnosis of Gastro-

be Salmonellcsis Typhi Murium,

fgmxaritis, which on bacterioclogical examination was ascertained
o
j

i
/
£

Imvestigation roevealed that the Mother,father and one
daughter all had histories of diarrhoea of varying duration
and intensgity in a two ta three weck period prior to the
development of symptoms in the child. Two sons had no such
history. Faecal examination of all family contacts failcd to
reveal the infecting organism, but it is recasonable to
suppose that theo earlier gymptoms in other members of the
family werc not unrelated with those of the baby and that the

Bingle notiflied case was, in fact, the last individual infection

of a family outbreak of undemonstrable origin. The pity is
that as no other mamber of the family had atiended a doctor
but had alliowed symptoms to subside spontanacusly , the trall
was cold before investigations could be initiated.

Tho socond notifiod ceso was that of a professiocnal
woman, living by hersclf and preparing mogt of her own meals.
Her symptoms were mild and the case would most likely never
have comc to notice,but for the fact that the patient was
involved in the investigation of an outbreak of  hesillsry
dysentery in an adjacent district . The infecting organism
Was again Salmonella Typhi Murium.

[
/ The third notified case of Food-Poisoning during the
! year led to the discovery of two cases, which were never

f notifiod, not having come under the attention of any doctor

but which were highly probahbly of similar origin.
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The history is as follows :- At about 4 p.m. on 9th.June
the patient purchased a trifle from a local gonfectioner,the
frifle having been made up on the premises. About an hour later
ghe ate the trifle along with a cup of tea without milk and
accompanied by nothing else. Within half-an-hour she
experienced most marked nausea and about 10 p.m. she
developed gastric pain, so acute as to cause her to writhe
on the floor,vomiting and later diarrhoes, At the time of her
being visited after notification had been rececived the follow-
ing day,symptoms had almost completely subsided, but the
lady felt tired and debilitatcd. She also gave the name and
gﬂﬂrﬂﬂﬁ of another lady whom she believed to have had similar

rouble.

A vigit was paid to this address where the information
was elicited that between 5 and 5-30 p.m. on the 9th.June
a member of the family had bought two trifles of the same
type and from the same shop as the trifle previously mentioned.
These were taken home and consumed almost immediately by two
memboers of the family. In the case of one, the trifle was
precedaed by bread, butter and jam but in the case of the other
1t was eanton alone and was the only food consumed since mid-
morning. About two hours '.later the person who had eatbn only
the trifle developed nausea and vomiting with severe
abdominal pain, and later, diarrhoea. Approximately an hour
after that time similar symptoms occcurred in the other party.
Anpther member of the family who had not eaten triflc was
unaffected.

The baker's premises were visited: completed Trifles
and Trifles before cresming but in which the spongec-cake and
ally mixture had been allowed to cool at room temperaturc
vernight werc taken for bactericlogical examination. Nasal
and throat swabs were taken of two employcos concerned with the
preparation of the triflcs. Faecal spccimens of the three
affocted persons wore submitted to the Public Health
Laboratory the following day.

Tha result of Bacterialogical Examination of these
epceimens wero as follows:=-

Completed Trifle Profuse growth of coaguluase
Uncroamed Trifle positive staph.aureus
- Beoparate specimen of Cream isolated from all
specimens.

Nasal and throat swabs of Coagulase positive Staph.

Employce No.I :- aurcus grose’ss Im both
magel smd throat swabs.

Nasal and Throat swabs of Coagulase positive Staph.

Employce No.IX.:- aurcus prosent in both

nasal and throat swabs.
Faecal Spocimens of patients:- No pathogens isolated.

Later, reports ware received that the phage types of
Staphylococei isoclated from the trifles and from the employecs'
noges and throats were identical execept that one swab carried
a phage type not found in the trifle.

Both employees responded satisfactorily to troatment
direccted towards clearing up the carrier stato and subsequent
examination of trifles and other confections handled by them
showed no pathogens. The bakers were advisod against the

procedure of allowing jolly and sponge-cake mixture to set
overnight at room temperature and placed such material in a

Refrigrator instoad.
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An analysis of Council housing progress over tho past five
Yyoars is appondcd-

o 1950. 1951. 1952. 1963.1954. |

I S S

Families Houscd during yoar 224 S84 426 584 382

— vom mm

Applicants on waiting list E
at end of yoar Bye85 2,021 1,622 1,250 1,055

- st e L L P et

Tho following shows the progress of private housc .building
during the samo period.

Yoar 19560 1961 1952 1953 1954

Number of houses built
by private entorprisc 40 a2 47 104 13%
"The Lindons"

This expcriment in housing is worthy of special comment.
"The Lindens" is a largc housc, conveniently situated ncar
the centre of the City, and conscquently giving casy access to
shops and cntcrtainments. By the goncrosity of a publie-
epirited ecitizon it was lof't after his death to the
Oorporation to bec used for the good of tho community esnd the
City Council decided that the benefactork wishes, and tho nceds
of the Oity could best be met by using the property for the
purpose of housing elderly couples and elderly ladies,
unmarried or widowecd . As & rosult of this decision,adaptation
of the house into fifteon flats was planncd and the actual
work supervised by the City Enginocr's Dopartment, a most
gatisfactory result being attaineod, by the provision of ten
gingle personts and five married couples flats, which are let
at a wockly rcntal of betwocn 15/- and 25/-.
! Each flat is fully solf-containcd, with cooking,
/ athroom and lavatory facilitics. In two flats,however, the
;’ throom and lavatory havc had to bc sited just outsidc the
£ in door of tho flat, but they arc not sharcd. The gencral
- amenities , for use by all tenants, consist of a sun-loungo
and & pleasant and spacious gerden which is ecared for by tho
Parke Department. All windows are cloancd by contract so that
this work, cxhousting to elderly poople,provides no problem.
The building is also centrally heated, and a coin-box telephone
hae been installed for the convenience of the residents.

Prior to the opening of "The Lindens" in May 1954 a
resident caretekcr was appointed in the person of an Ex-Naval
Fursing Sister, whosg duties, apart from gencral carge of the
property and reporting to the City Enginecr any works of
repair or maintenance requiring attontion consist of assisting
the tenantas in any way which may be necessary,particularly
in times of sicknoss.

It 1s felt thet this projcet fulfils a vory dofinite
social nced and its progress merits carcful watching and
asgossment. Tho provision of more housing of this type,whore
0ld poople retain their individuality yot form part of the
commnity,under the minimum of friondly supcrvision and carg
is not only cheapor, but what is cven more important; morg
accoptable and satisfactory to the great majority of old
poople than 0ld PorsonstHostels wherc so many sons¢ the
ingtitution atmospherc no matter how sympathetically they arc
'Urni. !






Water Supply

There has boon no altoration in the source,distribution
and treatment of theo Corporationt main supply during the year,
nor hae any new plant boen installed.

The supply has at all times been adogquate in quantity
to moet domands, but before the ond of the year plans werc
in hand to sink trial bores with a vicw to augmenting the
supply in anticipation of inercascd requircmonts( This work
was antgallr begun in 1955, with satisfactorily promising
results),

The average dally consumption within the City was
2,685,000 gallons, representing a consumption por head per
day slightly in excess of 50 gallons. In addition 1,270,000
gallons worc supplicd daily on averago throughout the year to
noighbouring authoritics.

Repoated chemical and bacteriolegical examinations showcd
that after treoatment the water was of a satigfactory standard
for tradc and domostic use, although a variation in bactorigl
gquality of RHaw untreatod wator was docmonstratcd.

Appended arc reports by tho Councilks Analyst on
examinations of Raw and Treatod Watcrs.

Reports on examinations of Raw Water.

Etton:-Water taken from tap in cloakroom in New Engine Room.
11.0 Ballls 5 9th Jme,lgﬁfh
Wilsthorpe:- Water taken from tap in Ghlorinator House at
11.55 g.M.,9th June 1954.

Etton. Wilsthorpe
This water conta®=a per million parts:-
Total Solids dried at 180°C. 430.00 500,00
Suspended Matter absent absent
Chlorides as chlorine 31.95 31.95
Oxidised Nitrogen as nitrate absent 2.62
Oxidised Nitrogen as nitrite 0,011 absent
Free and saline Ammonia 0.120 0.004
Albuminoid Ammonia 0.008 0. 004
Temporary Hardnecss 250,00 210.00
Permancent Hardness 42.00 144.00
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hrs. @ B80°F.
from /80 Kin04 0.16 0. 28

pH value R.10 7.10
Appearancc Clear and bright. Clear and bright
Qdour - None . Nong .
Taste and Colour Normal. Normal
Heavy Metals - -
HErec Chlorine - =
No. of colonies developing per ml.

on agar at 21°C. in 72 hrs. 6 b
No. of colonies developing per ml.

on agar at 37°C. in 24 hrs. o 1
No. of colonies developing per ml.

on agar at &7°C.in 48 hrs. 1 1
Coli-aerogenes count per 100 mls.

at 37°9C. in 48 hrs. (0] 0

Facecal coll count per 100 mls.
at 4"1'03- in 48 hrs. O 2]
Bacillus Coli (Presumptive) Absent in 100 mils. A&ggn;iin
8.

Observations:-
Etton. At the time of sampling this water was of suitable ;
bacterial and chemiecal gquality for human consumption,domestic
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use and dairy purposes. The chlorine dosage of 0.3 part per
million should be an ample safoguard of the bacteriasl purity
of tho wator passing into public supply.

Wilsthorpe. At the time of sampling this wator was of suit-
able hangarial and chemical guality for human consumption,
domestic usc and dairy purposes,The chlorine dogsage of 0.4
part per million should be an ample safcguard of the
bacterial purity of the water passing into public SUpPpPly.

pe e

Etton:- Water taken from Etton Station at 2.30 p.m.9th.Dec.1954
Wilsthorpe:- Wator taken from tap in Chlorinator Housg at 4.0
psm. Sth. Decomber 1954.
This water contains per million parts:-

Etton Wilathnrge.

Total Solids dried at 180°C. 400.00 480.00
Buspendod Matter absent absent
Chlorides as chlorine 28. 40 28.40
Oxidised Nitrogen as nitrate absent : 1.62
Oxidised Nitrogen as nitrite absecnt absent
Free and saline Ammonia 0.004 0.004
Albumineid Ammonia 0. 004 0.004
Temporary Hardness 246.00 225.00
Permanent Hardness 56.00 147.00
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hrs.®@ 80°F.

from N/80 KMnO4 0. 040 0.120
PH value T+10 T.00
Appcarance clear & bright.cloar & bright
Odour . none none
Taste & Colour normal normal
Hoavy Motals absent absant
Free Chlorinc absent gbzant

No. of colonies developing per ml.

on agar at 21°9C in 72 hrs. 2 4
No. of colonics developing per ml.

on agar at 37°C. in 24 urs. 8] 0
No. of colonies developing per ml.

on agar at 37°C. in 48 hrs. 2 28
Coli-aerogenes count per 100 mls.

at 379C. in 48 hrs. o 50
Fagcal coli count per 100 mils.

at 44°C. in 48 hrs. 0
Bacillus Coli (Prosumptive)

gervations:—

ton:- the time of sampling this water was of suitsble
bacterial and chemical quality for human consumption ,domestic
use and dairy purposes. The chlorine dosagc of 0.3 Bald por
million should be an ample safeguard of the bacterial purity
of the water passing into public supply.
Wilsthorpe:-This water shewed a big deterioration in bacterial
quality by comparison with the examination made in November.
Coliform organisms werc present in 5 mils; the chlorine dogage
of O.4 part per million should be ample to maintain the watera
of sultable bacterial guality for public supply and this is
ghown by the analyscs of the water taken in the city.

RBEEEtE on Exsminations of Treated Waters., I

2 chen tap,d,Broadway Gardens,Peterborough.

2. Co-operative Society, 609,Lincoln Road,opp:Triangle,
New England.

5. Cloakroom,0ity Engineer's Dept.,Town Hall.Peterborough
Taken on 10th..June 1954.

25
Absent in 100 mls. Present in 5mls
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HDI 1'l E'I- -
This water contains per millTon parts:- 2

Total Sollds dried at 180°C. 470,00 480,00 450,00
Suspended Matter abscnt absont absent
Chlorides as chlorine &31.95 31l.95 Sl.956
Oxidised Nitrogon as nitrato 0.75 1.92 0.75
Oxidiscd Nitrogen as nitrite absent abgent 0.032
Froe and salino Ammonia 0.004 0. 004 0.004
Albuminoid Ammonia 0. 004 0.004 0.004
Temporary Hardnoss 240,00 225.00 245,00
Pormanent Hardnoss 68. J0 ¥9.00 B&.00
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hrs.® B80°F,

from N/B0 K¥nO4 0.08 0.16 0.00
pH value Tal0 7. 00 el
Appecarance clear and bright.
Odour nongc nono none
Taste & Colour Normal Normal Normal
Hoavy Metals absent absent absent
Frec Chlorine absent abaent absent
No.of colonies developing per ml.

on agar at 21°9C.in 72 hrs. 28 T 10
No. of colonies developing por ml.

on agar at 37°C.in 24 hrs. (o] 1 O
No. of colonies doveloping por ml.

on agar at 379C.in 48 hrs. ] 264 o
Coli-aorogenes count per 100 mls.

at 3790. in 48 hrs. 4] 4] o
Faccal coli count per 100 mls.

at 449C, in 48 hrs. (4] 0 o
Bacillus Coli (Presumptive) absent in 100 mls. 100mls. 100 mls.
At the time of sampling these three wators wore all of suitable
bacterial and chemical guality for human consumption,domestic
use and dairy purpcses.

11
1. Oity Engineer's Department,Cloakroom.
2. 120,Cobden Avenuc. Taken 10th.Dcec.1954.
5. "Deva" Lincoln Road,Werrington.
No. 1. 2 B
This water contains per millien parts:-
Total Bolids dricd at 1802C, 450.00 450,00 &50.00
Suspended matter absent abecnt absont
Chlorides as chlorine 28. 40 28,40 o8, 40
Oxidised Nitrogen as nitratc 0.75 1.26 0.75
Oxidised Nitrogen as nitrite absent absent absent
Free and saline Ammonia 0.004 0,004 0.004
Albuminoid Ammonia 0,004 0.004 0.004
| Temporary Hardness 240.00 240.00 240,00
| Permanent Hardness 128.00 140.00 120.00
Oxygen sbsorbed in 4 hrs.@ 80CF.
| from N/BO KMnD4 0.08 0.00 0.00
pH value T.10 T.10 .10
. APpparanco claar and bright in all
| Odour nonc nong nono
Taste & Colour normal normal normal
- Hoavy Motals absent absent ebsent
| Freg Chlorine absont 0. 10 0. 225
No,. of colonios doveloping per ml.
on agar at 21°C.in 72 hrs. 2 2 1

No. of colonies developing por ml.
on ﬂg&l‘ ﬂt ETDC- i:l'l. 24 hrs.

No. of colonies developing per ml.
on agar at 379C.in 48 hrs.
Coli-gerogeonoa count per 100 mls.

P at 579C. in 48 hre.

Facecal coll count per 100 mls.
at 440C. in 48 hrs.
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Bacillus Coli (Presumptive)
Absent in 100mils 100mils 100mils.

At the timeo of gampling thesec threoc waters wore all of suitablo
bacterial and chemical guality for human consumption,domcstic
usc and dairy purposes.

The following tablo shows mothods of wator distribution in the

City:-
e ;Eimagad POTa|
Number of dwellings in CGity with:- crved. :
(a) Direct supply by tap in tho house 16,813 52,713 |
: ! EehE R
(b) Supply by standpipe : ?gﬂ 1,490
(c) Private supplics by wells, ld 37
springs ctc. | {
| |
Totals 17,889 54,240

I & CPEED

The construction of the new sewage disposal works,begun
in 1950, was virtually completed during the yoar and six housocs
to accommodate sewago works staff werc slso built, five of
theose being cccupled and the remaining house used as a
lgboratory by the sewage disposal works chomist who was
appeinted to the post in tho month of June, ithe first appoint-
ment of this type to the Corporation's Staff.

The Bub-structurc of the Southern Area Sowage Pumping
Station, situated on the River Embankment,was ninety per-cent
complete by the end of tho :ear.

The following sowers werc laild during the twelve month:
poriod under roviow:-

21 inch Rising Main:- Pulbridge Road(South of Gunthorpe
Bridge)

6 inech Rising Main

& 9 inch Sewer := Fulbridge Road (North of Gunthorpe

Bridge)
Migecllaneous lengths of
large diameter Sewers:=- Through Walton Estate and Bishoph
Road arca.

Closet aAccommodation.

The number of properties still not on water carriage
sowragc system is shown by the fact that in Longthorpe 43 buckets
and 1 tank and,kin Newark,26 buckets arc regularly cmpticd by
the City Engincor's Departmont.

Public Clcansing & Scavenging

There are approximately 18,500 moveable ashbine in use in
the City.

Two"Paxit" Refusc vehiclcas were purchased during the year
to replace older wehicles, ono old vehicle being =old, and the
other rctained as a sparo.

The new wghicles are of larger capacity than those thoy
rcplace and 1t is hoped that this will, to somo extent at any-
rate ,offset the very grcat man-power difficultics with which
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No. of colonies developing per ml.

on agar at 21°C. in 72 hrs. 3
No. of coloniecs developing per ml.
on agar at 370C. in 24 hrs. 2
No. of colonies developing per ml.
on agar at 37°C. in 48 hrs. 2
Coli-gorogones count per 100 mls.

at 37°C. in 48 hres. 0
Fagcal 3011 count per 100 mls.

ﬂt 44°C. in 48 hrs. o
Bacillue Coli (Presumptive) absent in 100 mils.

At the time of sampling thie water was of suitsble bacterial
and chemical quality for use in the swimming pool.

II1.
Wator taken from Open Air Bwimming Pool,Bishops Road,Poterborough
at 3.0 p.m. lat. Septcmber 1964,
Alr Temporature  83°F.
Wator Temperaturc 66CF.
No. of batheors previous day : 2,367
This water contains per million parts:-

Total Bolids dricd at 180°C, 880.00
Suspondod matter abscnt
Chlorides as chloring 301.75
Oxidised Nitrogen as nitratc 3«26
Oxidisod Nitrogen as nitritc absent
Froe and salinc Ammonia 0.084
Albuminoid Asmmonia 0.272
Tomporary Hardness 55.00
Permanent Hardncss S58.00
Oxygon agbsorbed in 4 hrs. @ B0°F.

from N/80 KMnO4 0.80
pH walue 7.00
Appearance elear and bright.
Odour nong
Taste and colour normal
Hoavy Motals =y
Frge Chlorine 0.225
No. of colonies dceveloping per ml.

on agar at 219C. in 72 hrs. ¢ L
No. of colonies deveoloping por ml.

on agar at 37°C.in 24 hrs. 0
No. of coloniecs developing por ml.

on agar at 370C. in 48 hrs. 0
Coli=-gsorogonce count por 100 mls.

at 37°C. in 48 hrs. 8]
Fageal coli count per 100 mls.

-H.tl 44’061 in 48 hra. (]
Baeillus Coli (Presumptive) absent in 100 mils.

At tho time of sempling this water wae of suitablc bacterial and
chemical gquality for usc in the swimming pool.

Tho Wgather 1954.
The ycar was one which many Pctcrborians worc glad to so0

c¢lose, in the hope that its successor might mgke at locast some
oeffort to provide a little warmth and sunshine and morc than a
fow days when it was safe to leavc a rain-coat at homo.

This gencral opinion of thc year is amply bornc out by the
mecticulously kopt rccords of MrE.H.Colman, whose obeorvations

follow:=
BAINFALL AT PETEREOROUGH for 18954.

Total Differcncec %
from Average of
Deficit Excoss hvcrage.

January « T4 1.26 37

e






=00

February 1.99 « 58 141
H—ﬁrch 2.11 T2 159
april : 200 1.29 21
May 0.97 s [ g 1656
Juna 2. 20 « 67 144
July 1.86 i 82
dugust 4.02 2.08 205
Soptembeor 1.63 « 27 TE
October 1.93 « 04 108
Novembor 4. 40 2.30 210
Decomber 2:.03 « 8 124
Total 26.23 5. 25 T 99

= Exceee 4.76 128

1964 was undoubtcdly a wet ycar-wottor than any since 1916
end only surpasscd by that year and 1912. April was the dricet
month, whon no rain fell from the 7th to tho 29th. From May
onwards 1t bocamc wottor, for although thc lst.Quarter's fall
wag about the average, the 2nd Quartcr was .68 inch, the 3rd.
Quarter l1.38 and the last Guarter 2.73 above the aveorago.

The sumer months (ﬁpl.-ﬂcpt] yiolded 13.03 ineches,; but this
is not unusual, for this has boocn almost roached or passcd in
85 out of thae last 7 years. But it is vnusual for 2 monthe of
the year to roach 4 inches each, snd this last oceurred in 1936.
The number of days with rain was 185; 8 below tho record of
190%, and of thosc with .04 inch or more was 131, 1912 holding
the record with 133 (Who remecmbors that yoar?), The wottcst days
wore May 28th with.%4 and Dec.& with .86 inch,the former
regulting from a thunderstorm. The largest conseccutive number
of days with rain was 2, which occurrcd during Fcebruary,August
and Novomber.

Altogother 19564 was in marked contrast to 1953.

Homg Safoty

Because of incroasing evidonece, not confined to Poterborough,
of the dangers of accidental injury in the homec, the City
Heglth Committce sponsored the publication during the year of
a booklet entitled "Safoty in the Homd'., BSineere thanks are
duc to the many City Business Houscs which tock advertising
gpace in this brothurc, cnubling it to bo produccd at no cost
to the Council.

Wide distribution of this publication was effected through
the agencies of the Public Librarics, Women's Voluntary
Soervices, 0ld Pcrsons Clubs, British Red Cross Bocicty,Health
Visltors and Sanitary Inspcctors and it 1s hoped that the adviceo
thus spread through tho City will boar fruit.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 194B8. 8Scc.47.
TIONAL ABSISTANCE (amendmcnt)ict. 195].

The cascs of soven old persons who appoared to b in necd
of core and attention were refcerrcd to your Medical Off'icor of
Honlth during 1954. In six of thcse cascs it was cither
unnocossary or impossible to take statutory action undcr the
gbove provisions. In thosc cascs whora such action was
impossible, insanitary living conditions did not obtain.In the
othors, nction became unnocccssary becpusc either relatives were
induced to help or thoe ¢ld person concorncd could be and was
persuaded voluntarily to ontor hoapital or Part XIL
accommodation.

The sixth case, howover, was onc in which immcdiate
statutory action was impcrative.The informant in this casc






of a most refractory cighty-cight yecar old lady was a gcenoral
practitioncer whose unwilling and un-co-opcrative paticnt she
was. The old lady in question had suffered for a considerable
period from severs and extenslive varicosge ulceration of both
legs. She was cared for by a stop-daughter who had tho daily
agsistance of 2 kindly and capable neighbour and the occasional
ageistancc of a niece who lived in a distant part of the City.
Sinee taking to hor bed, almost whole=-time, about a yoar before,
the patient had rofuscd to see a doctor and evon when one was
ealled, refused to permit oxamination. 4 sccond doctor, tho
informent, on being callod was groeted at first in the samo
manner, but eventually examination was allowed although the
patient would not co-operate at all in the matter of trcatment
and for months had not allowed more attention to her porsonal
hygienc than a very occas ional face washing. 4s a result of the
old lady's lack of co-operation in any dircction,her bedroom was
a most inganitery place in the midst of an othorwise well kopt
home .

Two wvisits failcd to make her changc her mind about the
advisability of hospital treatmont and a district hursc who
gallcd to dress her legs was shown the door by the patient.

In view of all the eireumatancas an order was obtainod for
removal to hospital under the National assistance (Amcndmont)
act and removal was accomplishcd by County Council JAmbulance.
Great credit is due to theo wimbulance &river and attondant for
tho tactful, humen way in which they performcd, without fuss or
bother, a difficult and disapreocable auty.

* No extension of the original Court Order was necossary,as
the patient died in hospital ton days aftor admission.

During the year applications were granted on four occasions
for tho continuecd detention in hospital of an old lady in respect
of wh the original application was madc in November 1953.
Unavailing offorts have boen made by rclatives and also by her
8olicitors to find a compaaion for her, but at the time of
wnit:gﬁ ghe would not beg it to rcturn home, even if a
compahion was evailable.

./ Ono lady, who was removed during 1952 to Part III
Accommodetion continues therc as a voluntary resident and no
action has been taken to procure coxtensions of an ordcr which
1a¥ﬂad in the lattcr part of that year.
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