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To, THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMEERS OF THE PERSHORE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL,

MR, CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLELEN,

I beg to present my Report on the health of your District for 1949,

VITAL BTATISTICH, :
Reglstrar-General!s population estimate , - 15,440,

BIRTHE. : Maleg, Females, Total.
Legltimate, 144. 141, zg;‘.
Illegi tril]lﬂ.trﬂ, 13 . 144 .

157, 155, 312,

STILL-BIRTHS. . .
Legitimate, 9. il 10.
Illegitimate, ¢ i I

O e [ 10,

BIRTH RATE per 1,000 of estimated resldent population. 20.9..
BTILL-BIRTH rate per 1,000 total (live & still) births, 31.6.
Hales, Females, Total,
DEATHS, : g2, B e 191,
DEATH RATE per 1,000 of estimated resident populatlon, 12.4.

Rates per 1Eﬂm total (live
and_still) birthas,

Deathe from Puerperal caugas:-—

Puerperal Sepsie,

Other Puerperal causes, - Nil.
Total.
Malesg. Females, Total,
Deaths of Infants under one year, 3 1s 4
Deaths of legitimate infants, 3. 1, 4.
Deaths of illegitimate infantas. - - -

DEATH RATES OF INFANTS_UNDER ONE YEAR -

A1l Infants per 1,000 live bilrtha. 13..

Lﬂfitimate infants per 1,000 legltl te live births, 14.

Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births, Nil,
Deaths from Cancer (all ages), : 19,
Deathe from Mensles (all ages). , Nil,
Depthe from Whooping Cough (all ages). Nil,
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age). Hil,

1948,
19,9,
29 t':"i

10.3.

434

| Comparisgon with certain figurea for the whole country ls as follows:-

Englond & Wales, District. District,
" Igﬂ L] L]
Birth Rate, , 16,7 20,2 19,9
Death Rato, 1 [ 12.4 1-0!-3
Infant Mortality Rate, 324 134 434
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CAUSES OF DEATH,

The following Table gives the oauasecs of death during 1949:-
HALES .

CATISE OF DEATH,
Typhoid and Para-~Typhold Fevers.,
ferebro-Spinal Fever,
Zcarlet Fever,
Whooping Cough.
Diphtherin,
Tuberculosls of Resplratory.S8ystem,

Other forms of Tuberoulosls.
Byphilitie Diseanes,
Influenza,

Meanalea,

Acute Polb-Encephalitla,

Acute Infectious Encephalitis.

Concer of bucc,cav, and osegph, EM%
r uterua, (F

Oencer of stomach and duod.

Oancer of Ereast,

gancer of all octher sltes,.

Incluasive Totals.

Di ﬂ.bete Ss
Intro-Oranisl. Vageular Leslong,

Heart Disense,

.

1 o

 —

1

=11 H]l1 - I

1

h

34

Other Diseages of the Qlroulatory System. 4

Bronohltis.

Pneumonia,

ODther Resplratory Disenses.
Ulcer of Btomach or Duodenum,
Diarrhoesn under 2 years,
Appendicitia,

Other Digestive Dlgeases,
Nephritis,

Puerperal Sepsls &o,

Other Maternal cnuses,
Premature Birth,

Con, Mal, Birth Inj, Inf. Dis,.
Bulclde,

Road Trafflc Accldents.
Other Violent COauses,

All other causesg,

4
4

13

FELALES,

—

T 1

1

=t
= o Oy

w8 B

I

How

TOTAL .

—

VIoHE ]

12,
19,

17
83

1 LR i A R - T I

o B g

17,

TOTALS.,

92

99

191,
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GENERAL FROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE AREA,

The Infectioua Dlasease Heeplinlas are under the contrel of the
Regilonal Hospltal Board.

No difficulty has been found in obtaining admissions, and the
transport system ls satisfactory.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF .THE DISTRICT.
Water Supplles.

A total of 2,183 houses with a population of 7,638 iz supplied
from public mains, The analyaes are asatiafactory,

i The gupply from private maoins to the villages of Elmley Cnatle
and Little Comberton, which varies in quality 1s not being chlorinated,

The parishes of Besford and Defford were furnished with a
gupply of piped water beginning in June, 1949; number of houses 95,
population 332, replacing a very uncatisfactory well supply,

2,224 dwellings with 7,552 persons are dependent on welle,
whose analyses vary conslderably, Very many of these well wnters
are unflt for drinking,

Plped water from Cheltenham and Worcester Corporations augment
the local mains supply.,

It is hoped that this Councll will be cnabled to obtailn a share
of the water to be supplled from tho River Severn to the City of
Coventry,. s

There 18 no evidence of plumbo-solvency in this district.

Approximntely twelve houscs are supplied by stand-plpea,

ANALYSEE, .
(a) RAW WATER,
,Euut. examinntion, No, 9, Sotisfactory = 6 Including
: . . Unsatisfoctory — 3, independent
: ; . Parish
Chem, examination, Hoe 9¢ Satlsfactory = T Spring

Unsatlsfactory = 2. suppllies,

(b) TREATED WATER.
gatisfactory reports from Chelianham Corporatlon,

EARISHES AND POPULATIONS SUPFLIES,

: ARIEH, : gc. OF HOUSES POPULATEON,

BREDON : 29 1,03
. ,1£

COMBERTON, Great, A

QOMBERTON, Little, 35 157
ECKINGTON, 174 608
PEOPLETON, 50 210
PINVIN, 1 A6
WICK, ; éé 1T
WYRE PIDDLE. 2 322
WHIT TINGTON, 95 %gz
PERSHORE, 1,027 3 %
BREDON 8. NORTON, 8 g
DEFFORD, 81 283
STOULTON, ﬁ 112
BESFORD, 49
NORTON, 9 31
BIRLINGHAM, 20

-
ol

t
‘% =]

TOTALS,

o



Sewnge Disposal,

A new dlsposal works hns been completed to serve a total of 120
houses, T8 of which have been completed on the new Abbey Estate.

16 small works - septlic tanks with fillters = have been completed
since the war to serve small blocks of new Councl] Houses in various
prrishes,

A further 24 peall closets have been converted to the water type
during thls year, Next year 1t ls hoped that the "night—soll®
collection will be dlscontinued,

There is an urgent need for a necw sewerage scheme in the Town
of Pershore, The village of Eckinrton i1s in o like plight,

Both schemes should be instituicd as soon as possible,

HOUSING,

During 1949 the Councll erected 62 houses and 16 were bullt
by privnte bodles,

S8ince the war, a total of 182 Council Houses have been completed.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD,

In addltion. to the Inspector of Welghts and Measures, samples
are taken by the Sanltary Department Staff under the Food and Drugs
Acts, 1928 -~ 38, There are 19 reglstered premises for the sale of
ice-cream which are regularly superviged, t

There are no slaughter housea in thils aren,

Notificatlon was received from the Royal Alr Force of a food
poisoning ineldent at a eanteen, involving nineteen personnel, all
of whom recovered, No organlamg were found in foodstuffa examined.
It 1s conjectured that staphyloccl may have been responsible, from
the onset perlod and symptoms,. :

Ho oaroases of anlimals were inspected during the year,

FACTORIES *.T, 10937,

(1) Inspections for purposes of prnviaiuha ng to health (ineluding
inspections made by Sanitory Inspectora).

, = “WUMBER OF =
Number on MInspect- | Written| Occuplers
PREMISES. Reglater, | lona, Noticea| Prosecuted
|

1, Factories in which Sectlion
1,2,3,4 & 6 are to be enforced| 18 21 - -
by {oca1 authoritics,

-1

2, Factories not included in .
3¢ in which Seotlon 7 lg en- 20 17 = o
forced by the loenl authority.

3, Other premises in which
Section T is enforced by the 4 5 - -
local authority (excluding
Cut-workers! premises).




L] Oeses in whioh defeots were found:-

- NUOE i Number o
PARTICULARS, D‘EFEGTS WERE FGUHD - | cnges in
HEFEHRRED which pros-
FDU.I‘H;"-I.. Remedled, |to I".Iu.] 1b:!r F.H. aoutions werc
Inspr, | Inspr. .inatltuteﬂ.
t of ecleanliness, 4 35 - -_ - | -
4
wercrowding, - - [t - | o
r'g‘eaannahle temperatures, - - | - - =
)effective drainage of | N | 1 - - 3
ﬂ‘r3| |
itary conveniences.
|:‘)1 insuffiolent, 2 2 |= L i
b) Unsuitable ‘or
afectlive, | = = = =
¢) Not separate for 1 ' g
1exes, 1 1 1 | @
jther offences against the ' i
.ot (not including offences - - - - 1 =
alating to OQutworkers,) |
|
TGTALEI l 8 T - | E. || —
L i |
OUTWORK IN UNWHOLESOME PREMISES - SECTIONS 110 and 111,

There were no inat.rmnea of this during the year,

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS DISEASES. .

Hotified dlsenges (other than Tuberoculosls) during the yenr 1949,

DISEASE, | TgTAI; EA%EE ADIEITTED‘TG %.
uerperal Pyrexla, 2 - -
parlet Fever, 10 T -
iphtheria. 1 1 -
neunonla, 1 1 1
gasles, 56 - -

terlor Polio-myelitis, 1 1 -
oping Cough. & - -
ryolpelas, 2 = i




ANALYSIS OF TOTAL NOTIFIED IHFEETIGUS DISEASE CASES
2 -~ i .

e L e £ e i i g T

-
- -

-

: S
T
1 = & { i | [d3]
AGE GROUPS, e H i . & ,p‘é g g :
£ I = 0 = o ]
é E | By b H
3 5 8 g o
W a Ry =] & <k By Py
Under 1 yeals - - - 6 1 - - -
L. = 3 yenrﬁ. 1 - - 12 2 - - -
- B Yyears, . 4 1 - 12 - - - -
- %% Yeanrs, % = - 2% 2 - - =
10 - Yenrs, = - - - = =
15 - 25 years, - - - - - 1 1 2
25 - 65 years, - - - - 1 - r -
&5 and over, - - 1 - - _ i &
TOTALS, 10 1 1 56 & L 2 2

Ore deith fpm pneroobia wos recorded during the year,

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

There was & mill.: case of diphtheria notified in an ilmmunised boy

aged B years
reCovVery. Th

One ense of acute paralytic poli-myelitis was notified
It is understood that the patient recovered.

ReAsFo Camps

56 meagles casvuy oceurred among children of pre~school
The outbreak was of a mild type.

achool nEGS,

The table below. gives the numbers immunised during the

Numbers imnunised,
nolusive),

Numbers imruniged,
nolusiva ).

243

School reinforcing doses

SCHOCLS,
No schools were closed by renson of infectlous dlsecnse
DIPHTHERIA TICTUNISATION,

-

208,

= e

26

who was removed to hospital, and made an uncomplicated
¢ 0. diphtheria was not isolated,

from an

and infant

OGCUYrTenec,

year, .
Total,

269



TUBERCULOSIS,

The following table includes notifications and deaths arlsing from
this disease during 1949,

I REW 0AF DEATHE,
AGE PERIOD, THepplratory. .on= Heaplratory, Non— .
Regplratory. Resplratory,
IL, Fa Ko e I, By ) ¥
YEARS, |
l - - i - X - - - -
B0 - 1 = e = o o e 2
15 - 1 2 - 1 1 1 - -
i m - 2 3 - —_— — —_— — o
i 2 — E 1 = = 1 1 - =
fe - e s Ls | d e (s
R DS e e e O g |
65 and upwardc. - = e = = — = =
TOTALS, 7 T 1 3 4 3 2 -
14 4 0 2
Number of Deaths from Tuberculosis - 9,
Number notified by Death, - 2.

. The very low infant mortality ral: calls for favourable comment,
13 as against the England and Wales Tigure of 32, The birth-rate
iz higher than the corresponding figure for the country as a whole,
Of the deaths reglatered 70 occurred in persons aged 65 years and over,

Amenities required sie further extensions of piped water supply, and
the establishment of sewerage and sewage disposal works in Pershors Town
and Eckington vlllage. :

The public health of this area 1s on the whole very satisfactory.

I an indebted to the Chief Sanitary Inspector and his staff for
their kind asslstance during the year,

J.J. HURRAY,
liedleal Officer of Health,







ANNUAL PUBLIC HEALTH REPORT FOR 1949,

Mry Chairman, Ladles and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report on the Banitary
Officeras work undertaken during the year ended 31lst December, 1949,
The progress made with the housing programme hns been very satigfactory
with the result that serious cases of insanitary 1living accommodation
and cases of overcrowding have been relieved,

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA,
SEWAGE DISPOSAL,

New sewerage and sewage dlapgsal orks in connection with post—war
housing on the Abbey Grounds Estate, Pershors, have been completed
at an estimated cost of £11,308,

This system will ultimately rcoeive drainage from 220 houses on
the above Estate,

16 gmall pchemes incorporating treatment of sewage in septic tanks
and filters have been completed on various post=war building sites,
Three of these schemes will be enlarged to form small dispoanl works
next year, It 1s hoped 1n future, as far as possible, to combine
the drainage of existing houses in the various parishes with any
proposed post—war deveclopment, :

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE,

There have been many new connectilons to the Town sewerage system
and there remainsg a rcal urgency for an up-to-date system of carriage
and dlesposal in Fershore,

24 pall latrines have been converted to water closets in the Town of
Persghore and next year it is hoped to discontinue the "night soil®
collectiona,

The parish of Eckington (population T50) remains the most pressing
gage for an up-to-date sewernge system and dlsposal works, apart from
Pershore, Plans have been prepared,

SEWAGE D7 TCHES,

Three employecs are continually cngaged on the cleansing of sewage
ditches and this no doubt wlllhave tc be almost doubled next year,
Much of the trouble ariges from Parlghes having a maln water system
but no main drainage gystem, :

Owing to delayed nogotiamtions the trade effluent and sewage dlspoasl
plant from a Factory at Wyre will not be completed this year, Mo
other serious pollution of the river Avon exlsts apart from the
| Bewage entering 1t from the Town of Pershore,

PUBLIC CLEANSING.
CLEANSING OF SEPTIC TANKS,.
A temporary service hns been arranged with a nelghbouring authority
to ulennge azgtic tanks in the distriot but o better service could
be arranged AT the Council owned a cesspool emptying vehicle,

REFUSE.

The employment of the new 17 cuble yard refuse vehicle has meant
that morepru¥ﬁae can be collected and that the running costs have
been roduced, This is due to reduced Journeys to and from the controlled

e




tipping area in Pershore, Blight nuisances have arisen due to the
proximity of the tip to the Town, HNo alternative sultable sites
have yet been located,

BALVAGE,

Less revenue hns been derived from the collection of paper this
year owing to the Paper Mille not being able to recelve 1it,

A new roadway hng been constructed from the car park through the
children's playground to the refuse tip,

WATER SUPPLY.
MATYW SUPFLY,

A pure and wholesome untreated supply continues to meet the demand
from the Overbury Springs for about four months of the year, Bulk

supplies of treated river water continues to be token from the
Ghel{enhun and Worcester Corporations to implement the Overbury
BUpPDLYe :

EXTENBIONS

7,900 yards of 3" water maln cosiing #£3,450 has been laid in
the parishes of Defford and Besford having a total population of
approxinntely 587 personsa.

ANALYSES,
WELL, WATER,.
Rumber of gamples taken, - 20,
Satisfnectory, Ungatisfactory,
Bacteriologleally 17
Chemlcally, i ; . :

COMBERTON PRIVATE SUFPPLY,

Thls supply 1s periodically polluted by surface contamination
and the drip feed chlorinating apparatu. has proved unsatisfactory,
An automatlc itreatment plant is required, |

TRANSPORT OF WATER,
This service continues to be given to 11 parishes, It bpcame

necessary because of the drying up of shallow wells and gross
contamination of well water in certain parts of the district,

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS,

There is an incrensing number of ‘ub-standard dwellings and oaravana
in the area that are beilng used for permanent living accommodation,

HOP-PICKERS QUARTERS,
There are three such capps of a semi-permanent nature all of which

have been repaired and improved, The stondard of living accommodation,
however, is still very low,

DISINFESTATION,

Preparations containing D,D.T, were uged in disinfesting four
houses which were not of a serious nature,

RODENT CONTROL,

The district has been surveyed and areas of major infestations are
=



jknown, It is considered that tlhe number of rodente in the nren hns

Peen substantially reduced,

Number of infestations denlt with at private houses, 15,
| Number of infestations dealt with nt business premises, 15,
Number of other infestations dealt with, i
Number of Contractas, Fe

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD,
MO -

| Farms producing milk hove been poid regular visits and there are
fhow ho lnstances where milk has not been ndequntely cooled, Two Tnrme
fnow have the "milking prnrlour! system included with recent plterations,

|
MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) REGULATIONS 1936 — A6,

NO, OF DEALZRS LICENCES  TUBEROULIN TESTID.IILK.
| -' Hﬂlll EW?LMTEHI [1} Ecttlihgg....!‘h" . EE} Diﬂtrihutiﬂ'ﬂ. i;Lt--

LOGAL AUTHORITY DURLNG ACCREDITED KILK.
THE YEAR IN RESPECT OF. :1} Enttl.tru;". aranesae {2] Distributlon, TR

N0. OF LICENCES ISSUED Pasteurlsing Planta, Retall Distribution,
IN RESPECT OF PASTEURISED W1l
MILE, SR RA R T LR RE AT Va s s AR Al M e s i

FARIS, _
Number of Dalry Farms, ' 192,
Approximate number of cows in dairy herds, 24700,
Number of inspections, 21,
Number of Milk purveyors, B
Number of samples taken, _ 14,
Number of T,T, Milk producers on Reglster, 30,
Number of Accredited milk producers on Reglster. 20,

The Mllk and Dairies Regulations, 349, come lnto force on the lst
Dotober, and the necosenry laision i!u'r.s been made with the Ministry of

MEAT AND OTHER FOODS,

The Council have declided to apply fo the Ministry of Food for
confirmation of the Model Byelews for the handling, storage and
yrapping of food, This action will resgult in o higher gtandard of
gleanliness belng observed in food premlsecs,

There is no public abbatolr in the area but relief meat inspection
hag been carried out by the staff at the Evesham Abbtatolr, It 1s
coneldered that the arrangements for glaughtering at Eveshem are very
DGI‘.

ICE~CREALL,

19 Retailers are reglstered and all have hyglenlc methods of
gale, No irregularities or cases of adulteration have arisen,

UNFIT FOODS VOLUNTARILY SURRENDERED,

Liver, 5 1ba,
Egg8. . 03 dozgn.
Bausage. ibs,
Bacon, : 15% lbs,
Cheege, 50 lba, .
Fregh Frult, 212 lba,
Millk, 21 ting,
Vegetables., 44 ting,
neat' l? tlinﬂi
Fruit, 2 tina,

=10=



Fishy
Eerrigga.
Tlpplng,
Mlour,
Garrota,
Maceroni,
Mlscellaneous foodstuffa,

INFECTIQUS DISEASES.

There were 16 cases needing disinfection of premises, bed linen

and clothing, No abnormalitles are reported, The steam disinfector

at the Isolation Hospltal continues to be used and facllities are
offered to H.l{. Forces for the disinfection of bedding,

SUMIARY OF SANITARY INSPECTIONS DU {ING THE YEAR (OTHER THAN HOUSING),

Number of premises vislted,.
Defecte or nulsances found,
Defects or nuisances abntod,
Number of Informal notlcoes gerved,
Number of statutory notlces served,

New drainage 1o, sewers,

New dreinnge to scptic tanks,

Drains repalred. :

Obatructed dralns cleared,

Drains tested,

Number of insanitary lavatoriecs,
ginks and urinnls deanlt with,

Number of shops vislted,

Cases under Shops Act, 1934 (informal)
Number of factorles inspected,

HOUSING STATISTICS,.

Number of new houses erected ﬂurins Year =
{l} by the local authority,
2) by other bedies or persons,

Inspectiong of dwelling-houses during the year -

(1) Total number of dwelling-housc= inspected for
housing defects (under Public icalth or
Housing Acta,) :

(2) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a
gtate go dangeroug or injurious tc health as
to be unfit for human habitation,

(3) Number of dwelling-houses (excluding those
referred to under the prgceding aub-head)
found not to be in all respedts roasonably
fit for human habitation,

Number of defective dwelling-houses renderecd fit in
consequence of informal action by the local authority
or their Officers, ;

Action under Statutory Powers during the year,
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repalrs,
(2) Number of dwelling-houses whioh were rendercd
fit after service of formal notlces:-
n} by owner,
b) by local authority in default of owners,

Procecdings under Public Health Acts,
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which

informal notices were served requiri defect
tc be remedled, = = b

820 (approx,)
22
18

A
Nil
79 (Approx
E? o)
1
Fil's]
19
12
201

3.

16,

129,

po

3o




(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of informal notlice, 3e

Overcrowding in many cases is still very acute.
HEW HOUSING.,

62 Council Houges and 16 privatc 'iouses have been erccted during
the year ended 3lat December, 1949, bringing the total post—war
| development up to 182 Eouncii and 56 private houses. The Council
now own K65 houses, :

TEMPORARY HOUSING.,

The Counell administer on behelf of the Ministry of Henlth
two ex, Government sites providing accommodation for 41 families.
gSome of the accommodatlion ls, however, only considered to have
a further 1life of approximntely four yenrs,

HOUSING RURAL BURVEY,

There remains 700 to BOO houses to inspect ond it is significant
to note that out of 1,129 houses inspeeted up to 3lst December, 1949,
192 are considered to be within the demolition category,

BUILDING REPAIRS
“AND CONVERSLONB.

10 properties have been very thoroughly and extensively improved
and repalred in the dlstrict as the result of formal action under
the Houslng Act, 1936, i

HOUSINHG ACGT, 1940,

This Act came into force on the lst October, 1949, and several
properties hnve been inspected with regard to application for
improvement grants, Only one casc as found to be sultable for
Torwarding to the Minlstry of Healtl,

GENERAL REMARKS.

It cannot be too strongly emphaslsed that the maln sewerage _
gohemes Tor the Town of Pershore and Eckington are most essential
if the standard of public health is to be malntained and improved,
Bhould the Reglonal Water Scheme materilise, it 1s anticipated
that there will be a much lnereased demand %ﬂr main drainage schenmesg
particularly in the northern pnrishes. I should like to Trecord my
apprecliation to Doctor Murray, the Medical Officer of Health, for hig
continued aasistance durlng the Yyear and alsc to ny staff,

I an,
Your obedlient Servant,

JoW, HOLMES,

Chicf Sonitary Inspector.

l oy [l 8






