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TO THE PERSHORE RURAL DISTRIGT COUNOIL,

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL DFFICER OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR 1943,

MR. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AHD GENTLEMEN,

; I beg to present my annual report cn the health of
your District for the year 1943, in which the vitel etatistices
- bear favoursble comparlison with tho year 1939. The death rate
is practically unaltered, the birth rate nas increased, and
the infant mortality rate (deaths under one year per 1,000 live
birthg) has decreased markedly from 53 in 1939 to 29 in the
regent yvear. In addition no meternal deaths have been
corded, From 1940 to 1943 inclusive o tobal of 2,778 chiltiren
hdve Yeen immuniged against diphtheria, ard it is estimated that
approximately 80F of all children under 15 have now been
proteqted.

. The question of hcusing provision together with the
anniila:y pervices of water supply and sewage disposal must,
2f necessity, remain in partial eteyance during the war years.
8 Houses as you are awsre have been built and oocupied under
the Wartime Scheme for the housing of agricultursl Workers.
It is satiefactory to know that consideration is being given
to the provision of a sewage disposal echeme for your area,
as a graliminary to which, a gensral survey 1s now being
undertaken by your nonaul%unt Engineer, and that when the
Coventry Corporation supply becomes available the greater
part of your district will be furnished with piped water.

The attendance at Infant Welfare Olinice (aoministered
by the County Ocuneil) show an upward trend and it is apparent
that an inoreased interent is beirg ta¥en in the careof young
children,

, In general it may be said that the health of the
diptrict 1e very satiefactory and for the present, at any rate,
shows no downward trend from the peace yeare, in point of fact,
rather the reverse.

I am indebted to the Samlitary Inepector (Mr.J.W.Holmes)
and his ptaff for their help during the year.

I am,

Your obedient Servant,

J. J. MURRAY,

Medical Officer of Health.



CHIEF BTATISTICS

BIRTHS, Males. Eemales, Iotal,
Legltinate. 10; 126 a3Lle
Illegitimate. 9 i2.
108 235 343. |
STILL BIRTHS Laleg, Females, Tofial.
Legitimate. & e 119
Illeglitinate. - - -
3 3 11
1.
Birth-rate e r 1,000 of estimated resident population. 16.3 5.

St1ill Birth rate per 1,000 total (live and s:uill) births. 43. ‘K0,

Enles. e lE8. Tot o
DEATHS, — Eamples, 194pds

Death-rate per 1,000 of estimated resident population. 11.8 11,7

Rata per 1 Lot
IIiEEEEEE:E%%EﬂﬁldJShﬂ-

Deaths from Puarperal cauees:

Puerperal Bepels Nil Nil Nil
Other Puerperal causes N1l Nil ‘"Hil
Total Nil Hil Nil

Deathe of infants under one year % i ?

Deaths of Legitimate infante 3 3

Deathe of Illegitimate infants - 1 1

Death rate of infants under one year:

All infante per 1,000 live births. « B3,
Legitimate infents per 1,000 legitimate live births.
3

I1legitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births. 83 250,
Deathe from Cancer (all ages). 16, 19.
Deathe from Measles (all agas} Nil. Nil
Deaths from Whooping Oough (all ages) . Nil. Nil
Deaths from Diarrhoea (Under 2 years of age). Nil. Nil

Comparison with some of the figures for the whole country is
ag follows:i-
England & Wales. ;uﬁéﬁiEQL

Birth-rate. 16!5' 1613#
Death-rate, 14.2. 5
Infant Ucrtallity Rate. 49.



CAUSES OF _DEATHS,
The following tdble gives the causes of death during 1943;

CAUSE OF DEATH, MALES, FRMALES. TOTAL
Measles., '— LS o,
S8carlet Fever. - - =
Diphtheria. - 1 i
Whooping Cough. - - -
Aoute Infectious Encephalitis, -- - =
Typhold and Para—~Typhoid Fevers. = 24 ik
Cerebro—8pinal Fever. 1 - il
Aoute Pollo-myelitls & Polio-encephalitis, = - -
Influenza. 1. 2 3
S8yphilitic Diseascs. - - L2,
Tuberoulosis of Respirasory System. 2 =
Other forme of Tuberoulesla, - 1 i 2
Oanoer. 4 12 16
Cancer of Bucoal cavity - oesophgus M, 1 —- -
uterus Fa - 2 3
(Qancer of Stomach & Duocdenunm, - 3 3
g:ﬂﬁ:i gg E{gag’?ﬂ:‘mr sltes, E g EE.:
Dizbetes. 2 2 4
Intra—cranial Vagoular Lesicns. g & 15
Heart Disease. 21 25 46
Other Dieeases of Clireulatory System. 4 3 7
Bronochitis, 6 9 15
Pneumonia, 3 ) 4
Other Respiratory Dlsaases. 1 1 £
Ulcer of Btomach & Duodenum. - 1 i
Diarrhoea. (under 2 years). = = +
Appendioitis. = = -
Other Digestive Diseases. 3 3 6
Nephritis. 4 3 7
Puer, & Post. Abort. Sepsis, - - -
Other Maternal Causes. - - o
Premature Blrth. 2 2 il
Con. Mal., Birth Inj, Inf. Dis. 1 2 3
Buleide. = = =
Road Traffio Accidents. ' 2 1 3
Other Violent Causes. - & 2
411 ether oczuses. 14 16 30.

TOTATS, 83 CET e

i -




GEN PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN [HE AREA

The general pooling of Hospital accommodation for infectious
digeases continues and has been found to be of much help. Under
this arrangement, cases other than Bcarlet Fever and Diphtheria,
are removed to outside Hospltals thus sclving the problem of
limited accommodation. The question of cubicle provision and
hospital modernisation remain for post war consideraticn.

SANITARY OIRCUMSTANOES OF THE DISTRICT,
: Water ﬂupﬁliﬁg, PR

A total of 1,819 houses in this area 1g supplied with piped
water which comes mainly from springa situated on nearby hillas,
The supply from the larger group of springe is satisfactory, and
anaelyses are consistently good, but the smaller group show varlations
in ouslity from time to time, A satisfactory supply to 81 houses
included in the above total, comes from Worceeter City Corporation.

This leaves 2,331 houses dependent on wells, many of which |
are unsuitable for driwfling purposee, btusé in the post war yeare it io
hoped o remedy this wneatlsfactory state of affairs with water .
drawn from supplies to the JSoventry Oorporetion, which will Le ;
piped noroea this district. If thie becomes available it will !
tolve the problem for the greater part of the area. .

—Sauage Disposal.

Arrangements are being mads {i?dA} for a survey to be
carried out as & preliuinary to establish works for the area as a

whole,

—Housing,

8 Houses for agricultural workere have been erected under
the Wartime Scheme and have now been ocoupled, Other activities
must, of necesuity, be defdirred,

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

Dutiss of the Food and Drug Acte 1928 - 38 are cerried out
by the Inepector of Weights & Measures. Sanitary Inepectors can
aleo take samples under the Aoct.

All dairies are subject to supervision by the Sanitary
Inspector, by whom they are visited periodically.

S§laughter houses have not been used since 1935, but in the
future coneideration will doubtless be given to the meking of more
gatisfactory arrangemente than those which prevailed prior to the

WAT s

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIGUS DISEASES,
Notified Diseases (other than Tuberoulosis) during the year 1943,

Disease, . Total oca Admitted to  Tatal
Hoesplial. Deaths,

Boarlet Fever. 12 ] -
Diphtheria. 14 14 1.
Peara-typhold fever, 1 1 -

- -—

Puerperal Pyrexia.
Pneunonia. 4 - 4.



TABLE OF NOTIFIED DISEASES cont.

Disenge, Total cases Admitted to Total
; Dotifled.. Hogpital, Deathg,
Dysentery. gy 9k - -
Meagles. 43 - -
Whooping Cough., 54 2 -
Erypipelas, 4 - =
Smallpox. - = ad
Typhoid. - - -
Cerebro-8pinal Fever. il - L.
Opthalmia Neonatorun, 1 - =

ANALYSIS OF TOTAL NOTIFIED INFECTIOUS DISEASES CASES
(OTHER THAN TUBERCULOSTS) DURTNG TLE YhaR 1943,

HI "
W, a
- o
& L) E. %P =]
Age Groups > a B R . . S B
g PEe Fxe et 4, o ) o 3 L
H - | . & I H
& o = H i [ (11 oo
o A [ (i) [a] = i) s [
RIS R B T T 1
B e s T d e g
m o A e o = = i= ©
Undsx 1 year. - p - = = = A 1.
L - 2 years. 1 1 - e - - 8 =
5 =10 " 10 4 - e - == 16 B3 -
11-.15 ¢ i D bl B R el
16 - 20 - 2 1 = 1 - 1 = =
21 - E . - - e L 1 - 2 - -
35 = 2 3 - - - - -2 - —
2'6 - 65 1 - - = B - - - -
6 and over. - - - - - = il i =
TOTALS, 12 14 fap— 4 2 43 54 1
SCARLET FEVER

7 cases of the 12 notified were nursed at home. TWhere
conditione are good and isolation can be provided, it is not
coneldered neceesary to treat these cases in Hospital -~ at the
discretion of the private praoctitioner.

INFLUENZA,

An outbresk during the November — December period pari-
passu with the Nation Epedemic affected large number of adults and
childreqy The disease on the whole was of a mild nature.

=P



WHOOPING COUGH & MEASLES,

A considerable number of casee ocoured during the spring
and autumn, many schools had their attendances depleted., All
the cases recovered.

DIPATHERIA,

1/ cases were notified, with one death of a child aged 8
yvears. In thie latter ocmee the disemse was well advanced before
a doctor was ccnsulted. A8 this may easily occur owing to the .
ineidious onset of the illness it cannot be too stronzly emphasised
that every child ehould be lmmunised me soon ae poesible after
attaining the aze of one year, (1t i aleo considered necessary
to give one more "boostinz" doee on or before school entrance).
Only one of the total caeee had been immunised, recovery ensuing
efter a slight alitack,

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION,

The table below sacws the figures of children protected
during the year and wlso tlhe total figures from the inception of

thle measure.
Yos, Imm L
Heaku =3 Totai.

inclusive, inclugive,

1943, 226 w18 357.
1940 »» 1943, 840. 1,938, 2,778,
inclusive. . i
motal & T2% 8ok average
lommised. 7

Theee estimated are based on officiel child population
figures, and do not include the mumbers of children immunissd
privately ae these are difficult to aseees, but if a conservative
fi @ is allowed for thie, it would mean that approximately
80% of the total children in this area have been protected -~ a
very gratifying result. Credit is due to the principals of
Schoole and to the local District Nurses for their interest and
h&lp- ;

SCABIES,

An arrangement was made with the Oounty Council whersby
cages could be admitted to thelr Institution at a flat rate per
cage irrespeoctive of the length of stay. 10 oases were treated
under this scheme. The incidence on the whole has diminished duri
the year, but is is known that a considerable number of cases have
been treated privately. :

SOHOOLS,

It was not necessary to close any Schools during the
year for infectious dlisease.










