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TO THE PERSHORE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1939.

MR. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the
health of your District for the year, 1939

The following are the chief Statistics for 1939, viz.:

Area in Acres ... 57,801
Population, Census 1931 s 13,780
Registrar-General’s estimate of resujent pupulatmn
mid 1939.
(a) For calculating Birth-Rates ... 13,180
(b= ., o Death-Rates ... 13,550
Rateable Value (1st April 1939) T £47,227
Estimated product of a penny rate ... Sy £185
Live Births (for calculatmg Birth- Rates) Malse  Females: Lok
Legitimate L5 = . 102 92 194
Illegitimate < 6 6 12
Live Births (for calculatmg Infant and Maternal Mortality Rates).
Legitimate . 106 92 197
Ilegitimate 6 ] 12
Birth-rate for 1,000 of est:mated reszdent P-:-pulatmn 15.6
Males Females Taotal
Still Births - S ) 4 11
Rate per 1,000 total {lﬂ e and stlll) Births ... 50
Males  Females Total
Deaths e 89 156
Death-rate per 1,000 uf estlmated resident population 11.5
Deaths from Puerperal Causes. Deaths {E;Ti“:.?s‘ atill) 1 births
Puerperal Sepsis Nil
Other Puerperal Causes Nil } Nil
Total Nil
Death rate of infants under one year of age.
All infants per 1,000 live births . 53
Legitimate mf&nts per 1,000 legitimate lwe blrths 4]
Ilegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births ... 250
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 19
Deaths from Measles (all ages) coarn NIl
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) ... Sewee (il
Deaths from Diarrhcea (under 2 years of age) ... S Ly
Comparison with some of the figures for the whole country is
as follows:— England and Wales Diiatrict
Birth-Rate ... 15.0 15.6
Death-Rate : PP bt | 11.5

Infantile Murtallt}r Rate e 50 53






General Provision of Health Services in the Area.

These remain the same as set out in previous reports; except
that a new arrangement has been made between Local Authorities
in the County to pool their accommodation for the reception of
cases of infectious disease which need removal from home for
1solation or treatment in hospital.

A convenient plan whereby each Authority aids another in
time of need, if circumstances permit. In one area if all hospital
beds become filled, further cases are sent to the hospital where
there are empty beds in another district.

And with modern motor ambulances transport of the cases
can be effected easily without detriment to the patients.

The expansion of local fever hospitals is impracticable in
this war time; and, by this arrangement, the need for this in any
particular area is relieved.

Sanitary Circumstances of the District.

Water.

Until war broke out reasonable hopes were held that, by
arrangements then under discussion with the Coventry
Authorities, supplies might be made available for conveyance to
many parts of the District where, hitherto, it has not been
possible to provide good water.

But with the Coventry Scheme indefinitely postponed, nothing
can be done now except make the best of existing supplies.

The water from Overbury is uniformly good; but that from
some of the smaller supplies is often far from satisfactory.

As the prospect of discarding any of these small supplies
has now vanished, I recommend that they should be provided
with appropriate apparatus to chlorinate the water, so that the
continued use of it may be made with safety.

Housing.

I append Mr. Holmes’s Report. The statistical information
therein records the continuance in 1939 of the progress steadily
made in previous vears with the building of new houses, the
renovation of old ones and the demolition of bad ones,

Housing conditions have been greatly improved, and it is
lamentable that, for the time being, little can be done towards
solving the problems that remain.
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It is, however, fortunate that so much improvement has
already been made, now that the District has to find habitation
for a large number of evacuees and refugeees from war stricken
areas.

Evacuation.

This took place in September when the number that came
was 867 which was less than half we had been led to expect.

Complete arrangements were made for their reception at
railhead, assembly and sorting out at the County Senior School
and transport to billets, and for their reception in the villages.

Some of the children were verminous, or found suffering
from impetigo or other unsightly skin eruptions and other
infirmities distressing to those who received them.

These children raised many difficulties for the Billeting
Officer in arranging and adjusting billets. Great patience and
tolerance was shown by many of the billeters who received
children whose advent to their houses must have caused them
some dismay. All honour is due to those who accepted them with
good humour and kindness of heart.

No infectious diseases were introduced, and this sudden
influx had no ill effect upon health in the District; while that of
the evacuees in many cases greatly improved.

When the expected air-attacks on the cities did not develop
many of the children drifted back home until by the end of the
year the number had dwindled to 400.

Inspection and Supervision of Food.

The duties under the Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act,
1928, are carried out by the Inspectors of Weights and Measures.
Sanitary Inspectors can also take samples under the Acts.

All dairies and slaughterhouses are under the supervision of
your Sanitary Inspector, by whom they are visited periodically.
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DIPHTHERIA,

Six cases of this disease occurred during the year, Four at
Pershore (One in September, two in October and the other in
December) One at Defford in July and the remaining case at
Charlton in December. All the patients were treated in Hospital.

ENTERIC FEVER.

Two cases were notified both at Elmley Castle, the one in
October and the other in December,

PNEUMONIA.

Eight cases were notified during the year and three deaths
due to this disease were registered.

Only some types of this disease are notifiable hence the
difference in the number of cases and deaths.

PUERPERAL PYREXIA.

Three cases were notified during the year, one at Eckington
in August, one at Norton-juxta-Kempsey in September and the
remaining case at Pershore in December. Two of the cases were
removed to Hospital and all three made good recoveries.

WHoorING CoUGH AND MEASLES.

As from the 1st November 1939 notification of these In-
fectious Diseases became compulsory and from that date to the
end of 1939 one case of Whooping Cough and one case of Measles
were notified.
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TUBERCULOSIS.

The following Table gives particulars of the 12 new cases of
Tuberculosis and of all deaths from the disease in the area during
1939,

Mew Cases, Deaths.
Age Periods Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary. Pulmonary. Nun-Polmonary.
M F. M. F. M. F. M. F.
Under 1 year ... =~ - - 1 E - - -
l1— 4vears ... - - - 1 - — - 1
5—14 L e - 1 = - ~ - —
15—24 ,, T b 1 - - - 1 - -
25—34 P s ] - - - 2 = =
Ry o SRR T, e |
45—564 A i - - 1 — = = -
T ] L = - = o e
65 and upwards... - - - - - = = =
Totals SEnoa) 6 2 3 = 5 1 2
Number of deaths from non-notified Tuberculosis ... =
Total number of Tuberculosis deaths 4 n g

SCHOOLS.

It was not necessary to close any of the Schools in the
district during the year, owing to illness.

I append the report of Mr. J. W. Holmes, your Surveyor
and Sanitary Inspector, to whom I am again deeply indebted for
his great help and co-operation given to me throughout the year.

Your obedient Servant,

G. E. HARTHAN.

SHERIFF'S LENCH, Medical Officer of Health.
EvVESHAM.

November, 1940,
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PERSHORE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

MR. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my Report for the year ending
31st December, 1939.

Inspector's Report of the Sanitary Work completed in the year ended
the 31st December, 1939.

Infectious Diseases, etc.|Visits to houses on account of notifiable disease . ., B 8o
{Houses dizinfected after notifiable disease b o 77
\Other houses disinfected i 519 i A 25
Housing |Houses erected: {a} H!.r Local Authority o
| (b) Eovnte enterprise or nulmdy I'ﬁr
1. f{a) Total number nt’ uses inspected for housing defects 17
| (#) Number (included above) inspecred and
under the Housing (Consolidated) Regulations, 1925/ * 131
{e) Mumber of houses found unfit for habitation 24
(d) Number of houses (exeluding ) not in all respects fit
| for habitation 101
lz. Number of defective houses rendered fit after l.ﬂfﬂl.'l:l].‘ll
i action L2 Ll 40

(3. Housing Act, |g3ﬁ ‘Sections g, 1o and 16.
[ (o) Number of du-.llmgs in respect of which notices were
| served rec%mnng repairs or defects remedied 12

(b} Number of dwellings subsequently rendered fit after
notice by
(a) The Owner . w s 12
(4) Local Authority in default of l.'."l'ul'l'ltl' X il

‘4. Public Health Acts.
| {a) Number of dwellings in respect of which notices were|

served u-qu{rm$ repairs or defects remedied Nil
{6} Number of dwellings subsequently rendered fit afur

notice by
(@) The owner . A il
(b) Local Authority in default of owner £ Nil

|
| -
ls. Housing Act, 1936, Sections 11 and 1 :

| {a) Number ‘of houses in respect o wl’uﬂ:h Demolition

Orders were made 4
(b) Number of houses demolished in pursuance of :
Demolition Orders . e i L Nil

6. Housing Act, 1936, Section 12.
| (a) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms

i in respect of which Closing Orders were made | | Nil
| (&) Number of Closing Orders determined, the tenement .
| or rogm having been rendered fit o R Nil

7. Housing Act, 1936—Part IV.—Overcrowding.
| (a) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the

| VEar R o +9
Number of families dwell:ng therein i e 49
Number of persons dwelling therein e 207

() Number of new cases of overcrowding reported
during the year Nil

{c) Mumber of cases of m’ercrﬂwdmg relieved dunng the
year o IO
Mumber of pmons -::cncemed in such cases 53

{d) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling-houses have
again become overcrowded after the Local Authority
have taken steps for the abatement of overcrowding Wil

(#) Any other particulars with respect to overc
conditions upon which the Medical Officer of Heal

may consider it desirable to report S 25 il

|Dirty Houses dealt with iy i E o3 3

Yards paved or repaved e B e TE 25

Moveable Dwellings, |[No. observed e o e a 1z
Caravans, etc. Mo. dealt with, as msnmtnry =] S i Jal Ni
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HTI.HG Drainage, etc.

Mo. laid or relaid g .. e e
No. trapped, ventilated and repmre:i iy i VEx
No. of obstructed drains dealt with o A Fia

Mo. of house-drains tested
No. of insanitary lavatories, sinks and urinals rectified
In what parishes, if any, is there need for a se'.l-mnrc au:l'u.-me.

T4
24
39
T4
31

or improvements in sewage disposal | g . « |See past report
Water Closets MNo. of privy or pail conversions including additional W.C.'s 10
; No. of defective W.C."'s remedied 9
N%I ﬂ|i; Slop Closets, converted to W.C.'s with fresh water :
: 2 A i Ni
No. of additional W.C.’s put in’ Cal
Scavenging No. of houses from which refuse was removed .|Pershore, and

Mo, of privies cleansed o i i 5 |
No. of ashpits cleansed S atis & |
Mo. of portable receptacles cleansed

No. of ashpits removed and ash bins prnwded |

{Seven  outside
I"anshm

appro. zm wkly

How often is house refuse removed ; 7 Pershc:r:: w'kly
Elsewhere
monthly
Smoke Nuisances Mo. under observation oa e e 2 I
No. abated . , P o o Wil
Offensive Trades No. under observation o fi A | Nil
Sec. 112 P.H.A, 1875/No. improperly conducted he o] Nil
st P.H.A.AA. No. newly established, with consent of Council .. . Mil
1907).
Water Supply No. of wells sunk S i : ! 10
/ No. of wells cleansed and repalred SiE A an 5
MNo. of wells closed as polluted | i Mil
No. of houses supplied from waterworks dunng ynar e 61
Mo, of samples of water zent for analysis 40
Ma. of houses with contaminated or deficient nﬂ.tu’-supphes,
dealt with , , I
Is there a deficiency i in any pansh or pnrt “of the District? ]f
80, please give name of parish or part # S | €¢ past reports
Slaughter Houses Public Slaughter houses A o b Nil
No. registered (private) i b e S 5
No. licensed {pnva e oo (i
No. of contraventions of b:.re-lw.s or det’ects found . z
[Cases of slaughtering on unlicensed premises reported i Nil
MNo. of inspections | ., o e o . 217
Milk No. of registered dairy farms in the area dhi i I
Total No. of Retailers in district ;g
Mo. of Licences under Milk (Special Dnamnatmm} Order:—
Pasteurised | Accredited | Tuberculin |
Tested |
Bottlers .. — 2 =
Retailers .. I _— —
Producers . . — 21 -
Approximate No. of milking cows in the dlstnct i e, 1500
Canal Beats No. of boats on register 2 e e
No. of boats registered during year e M o -
No. of certificates ren o Wil
No. of boats inspected (for mglatmtmn or nthm'wme] T
Mo. of contraventions of Acts and Regulations dealt with
Lodging Houses No. on Register - L als atn wih .
No. of inspections Nil
No. of contraventions of b]rc-]nm or defects found
Houses Let in Lodgings No. on Register e . ‘e an o %
Mo, of inspections oy il
No. of contraventions of bye=laws or defects found i
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Food No. of seizures as unfit for consumption S Nil
Amount veluntarily surrendered as unfit for cnnamptmn '} Several Livers
Amount destroyed as unfit for consumption: Meat and Lungs
Other Foodstuffs Nil
Cases of animals affected with Tuberculosis: Oxen 2 3
- . L '+
Food and Drugs' Act |Samples taken for analysis .. 5 i S 4
No. of samples certified genuine - A o 4
|No. of samples certified adulterated i o i Ml
Other Matters Rats and Mice (Destruction} Act, Cases dealt with o Nil
Verminous Persons Cases dealt with - A gu Mil
Verminous Houses d:} T S o 3
Stagnant Water - EEe - 1
Muisances arising from dﬂI‘l‘IE&LIl’.: animals e B 1
Legal Proceedings Convictions obtained with regard to insanitary conditions . .
Convictions obtained with regard to unsound food s Nil

Cutbreaks of Infectious
Digease or other ab-
normal illness during
the year

During the year 69 Cases of Scarlet Fever were I'Il:ltl.ﬁ-&d, 40 of
these occurring in Pers from March to the

beginni
of December and 14 in Pinvin from May to the beginni
| of September

Have any large sanitary
improvemnents  taken
]l'JTal;:l'.: during the vear?

f 5o, please give par-
ticulars.

Pmplemn Sewer cleaned and a considerable
Eckington—Sewer in Jarvis Street renewed.
through the main part of Lower Moor

%grtwn renewed
ew Sewer laid

What are the chief sani-

tary rcqmrcmt:nta of
* the district?

See previous reports

No. of cases of Typhoid
or Paratyphoid Fever
during the year with
any notes as to pos-
sible origin

2 Cases of Paratyphoid Fever—1 in Oct.; 1 in Dec.

In conclusion I am greatly indebted to Dr. Harthan, the
Medical Officer of Health, for his valued assistance during the
year and to the members of my department.

I am,

Yours obediently,

J. W. HOLMES,
Sanitary Inspector.









