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Public Health Department,
tunicipal Buildings,
Panzance.

The MAYOR, ALDER.E! and COUNCILLORS,
BOROUGE OF PENZANCE.
Mr. iayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The first flow of water over the spillway of the Drift Dam
in February, signalling the filling of the reservoir, seemed a
good moment for testing out the theory that storags of water on a
large scale should in itself improve its bacteriological standard.
Two series of samples were taken at various stages in the treat-
ment process, and heavily contaminated stiream water showed marked
improvement after reservoir storage in both instances. In one
gories the water had reached drinking water standard after fil-
traticn and before chlorine had been added. Towards the end of
the year it was decided to repeat this sampling series fortnightly
over a long period, in order to see whether there was any seasonal

In Septembar e masgive growth of alpae in the reservoir, whila
in itself in no way dangerous to health, threatensd the efficiency
of the filters and presented an apparently insoluble problem of
gontrol. Fortunately the problem solved itself, for the time being
at least, by the disappsarance of the algae with the onset of
cooler weather. The hops is that the developing fish population
might prevent such bursts of activity in the future.
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With 196 notifications of measles, the year produced the ex-
pacted periodic recrudescencs of this disease. Of far greater im=-
portance from the public health point of view were the ten cases of
dysantery recorded in Appondix A. The importance of this out-
break was that, though small, the causal organism was not the fami-
liar and uwsually mild 5.3onne, but the related 5.Flexmer, which had
not becn found in this area for many years. The chain of infection
was quickly established, when the organism was cultured from two
membars of a family, which had already returnsd homs to South East
London when the first notifications came in. They had been staying
with relatives in Nowlyn, and in this femily four members developed
the disease. A= contact investigations developsd the number of
families involved incrensed rapidly, and in the early stages there
seemad little hope of preventing this unwelcome intruder from es-
tablishing itself in the local community. However, the more acute
symptoms accompanying this type of dysentery and ths vigilence of
general practiticners made case tracing more certain. This, to-
gether with immediate admission of all suspects to Isolation Hos=-
pital, resulted in the dissase being stamped out. 1In all there
ware 17 notifications, later corrected to 10, plus ons notified
after admission to the Isclation Hospital., Coheurrent "gastro-
enteritis® in the town and surrcunding rural areas meant the follow-
up of a number of falss trails: in all 110 people wers investi-
gated in 25 families.

This excursion back into the old type epidemiology was com-
plicated by the simultancous urgent need to trace contacts of a sus-
pected case of smallpox removed to the Smallpox Isolntion Hos-
pital near Plymouth from a farm in the adjoining Rural Distriet,
the patient having recently arrived by air from Southern Rhodesia.
Hers again the web of contmets widsned rapidly, involving not only



the patient's relatives but the staff of a hairdressing salon in the
town, through whose extrems helpfulmness it was possible rapidly to
trace all but one of the customers likely to hawve been in contaet
with the patient. Vapecination was offered and accepted by all
thirty contacts, twenty of whom had never bsen dons before, and
daily follow-up was maintained until a re-diagnosis of severe
a-typical chicken-pox was mada,

These two incidents occurring simultansously put a consider-
able strain on the staff of small Public Health Departmsnts, where
routine work had to contimue none-the-lzas.
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Much work continusd to be done in the prevention of infectiocus
dissases, and in the first half of the year a drive wos made to
give all children in the 5=11 year age group a fourth or booster
injection against poliomyelitis. In one period of six wecks 2,500
+ ghildren received this booster in the Health Area, over half of
them at spacial sassions at Bellair Clinic. Primary immunisaticns
also continued and 2,203 persons were vaccinated during the year,
bringing the total fully immunised against poliomyslitis since
1956 to 15,885, There wers again no cases of poliomya=litis in the
Borough during the year under review, 4 contact from the Hull
epidemic was put under surveillance for the necessary pariocd.

Bellair Clinic was deaignated a Yellow F.ver Vaccination
Cantre in iarch, so that it became poasible for parsons travel=
ling abroad and who required to be vaccinated against the disease,
to attend loecally by appointment during the weekly immunisation
session, instead of going to Trurc as heretofore.

With the announcement by the Minister of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Food that October 1lst,1962 was to bs the Appointed Day
for the coming into operation of the Slaughterhouses Regulations
within the Borough one more wvery definite step towards the solu=-
tion of this problem of outdated slaughtering conditicns in the
town was taken. Various mestings took place during the year con-
cerning individual slaughterhouses, and in an endsavour to ease
the effect these changea would have on the trads, the possibility
of o slaughterhouse under Local Authority control was again
mooted, Poasible sites were visited by members of the Publie
Health Committes, but were unsuitable and the matter was dropped.
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In Mr. Harpsr'a Raport he hzaa had to record, for the fourth
year in succession, that very limited progress in the housing
field could be made, dus %o the national finaneial restrietions,
which had put a brake on the Council's housing activitiss in
1957, Unfortunately such hold-ups not only result in an ac-
cumilation of properties to be dealt with as unfit, but also
tend to interfere with the work, equally important, of prevent-
ing other houses from deteriorating to a similar level,

D. L. JOHNSON.

Mzdical Officer of Health,


















the case of the two major supplies, i.e. Drift and Boscathnoe, this
invelved weekly sampling both at source and in diatribution.
Weekly samples were also taken of the treated water of the Tolcarne
supply, and of the Gulval supply in distribution until July vhen
this area was transferred to the Drift supply.

Supplies

Drift Boscathnos
Works Domestic Yorks Domestic

Faw 15 - - £ — -

Troated 47 58 26 50 48 27

Because of the exposed nature of the gathering ground the old
Tolcarne supply has been prone to intermittent contamination and
the few consumers still using this water were advisesd to boll
water for drinking purposes. There were a few unsatisfactory re-
portz on samples from this source during the year.

(2) Sswerape

To new sewers were construeted during the year and no sewer
extensions weras undertaken.

Little, if any progress was made towards securing a better
sewerage system for the villapge of MHouschole. Unce again staf-
finpr problems were the causa of delay.

The conversion of pall closets to the water carriage system
in the Gulwval area continued. Altogether thirteen were completed
in the year.

(3) Food Agministration

(a) General. Tables at the end of the report give an indication of
the Dapartment's activities in the field of food hygiens.

As in past years, considerable time was given to this aspect
of public health work and in addition to the full-time employment
of one inspector on meat inspection at the slaughterhouses and gimi-
lar functions at retail premises, a fair proporticn of the time of
other members of the staff was devoted to food sampling for bac-
teriological examination and the supervision of food preparing .
premises, including hotels, restaurant kitchens and other catering
ggtablishmanta.

Unfortunately at the time of the year when special attention is
ususlly paid to cafes, guest-houses ete., i.e. the Spring and early
Summer, the Department lost the services of Mr, Pengelly and his
gucrassor; lr. Bailey did not tnke up his appointment until the lat-
ter half of Jul}'-

In July, 1961 the Council learned that the Minister had named
July lst, 1962 as the Appointed Day for the coming into operation of
the Slaughterhouses Regulations within the Berough. (This date was
subsequently changed to lst. Oct. 1962.) As none of the slaughter—
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The results of routine monthly sampling are indicated as
followa:i-

o — - —— . i

supplier Mo. Taken Ho. which failed lo. which feiled
Hethylgne Blus Phosphatase
Test Test
United Dairies 24, NIL NIL
Co-op Society 22 NIL NIL
Lee's T.T. 17 5(29.45%) liot applicable

The recurring failuves of the T.T. supply caused considerable
concern to the Health Committe who called the producer & the
retailar before them.

Bacanse of the diffieculty of controlling delays in transport &
guarding against unreascnable variations in temperaturs inherent in
the arrangement between producer & retailer, the latter, himself
a producer of T.T. milk at a farm within the Borough, was urged to
consider the possibility of installing a cartonning machine at his
ownt premises and the retailing of milk of his own production,

{a) The facilities of the Pathological Department at the Noyal
Cornwell Infirmary were utilised for testing =1l ice cream and milk
samples, the examinations being carried out free by arrangement
with the Public Health Laboratory Service.

(4) Pafuse Collection & Disposal

During the early months of the year the refuse collection
service continued to operate with three 10 euw. yd. Earrier
Gamecock collectors & one 7 cu. yd. Karrier Bantam collector,

14 loaders & drivers being employed for the purpose. It was not
until late in the summer that delivery was obtained of a com=
pression type vehicle to replace the oldest of the 10 cu. yd.
machines. The new machine was a Shelvoke & Drewry 12 cu. yd.
Fore & Aft Tipper.

I+ was hoped that with the acquisition of this machine the
Department would be able to cope more readily with the ever in=-
creasing quantities of light, bulky waste materials, particular-
ly from shop premiges, & also with the extra demand on the refuse
collaction service due to the completion of more openly developed
astates both municipal & private.

It is estimated that owor 6,800 tons of domestic % businasa
refuse was removed durdng the year at a cost of 5:12,4613, and a
sum of £816 was roceived in respect of the collection of tradas
waats.

In record is available of the welghts of rafuse taken to the
Council's tip in the form of garden refuse from parks, highways
cleanings, etc. & builders' & other traders wastes conveyed pri-
vately. i

On the disposnl side a cost of £4,M0 was incurred, This
is a higher than averapge sum, but it has to be borns in mind
that tipping sites in the Borough are far from bsing readily
available. In fact costly site works have often had to be care
ried out before tipping could commence. Nowhore has it been
possible to tip other than shallow layers, except in the Newlyn
Coombe & with the site owner's insistence on a final covering of
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a foot of soil, any project for tipping in the area has had this
abnormal expense aspect.

The year under review amply illustrates this point. Tipping
on ths Trereife sitewas completed in July & soil had to be im-
ported, with heavy transport costs, from the Drift Dem site &
elsewhers, to provide sufficient covering to enable the fis=ld to
be made fit for cultivation.

Turing the earlier months, the diversion of the Hewlyn Cocmbe
gtream was carried out to provide increased tipping space in the
Coombe. At the same time the private sewer serving the industrial
premises at Stoble Hobba had to be re-aligned. The total cost of
this work amounted to £3,461.

With the completion of tipping at Trereife, work restarted in
tha Newlyn Coombe, where refuse disposal by means of controlled
tipping was continued. For this purpose the Council operated a
David Browm 40 T.D. Bulldozer. The first machine of this type
to be ocquired was replaced in Hay after five years service.

(5) Housing

It is not possible to record any spectacular progress in the
field of housing during the year under reviesw. Slum clearance
activities are of necessity limited to a great extent by the amount
of new house building being undertaken at any particular time.
Hhilst plans for the erection of a fair nmumber of new dwellings
wersa ot various stapges of development it is a fact that only

7 houses were added to the Council's total during 1961.
Thegse together with houses which became available through normal
wostage enabled 4% new allocations to be made as follows:=
14 to alum clearance families; 30 to aprlicants under the points
scheme and 2 to "key" workera.

Early in the year ilinistry approval was received for the
erection of 70 flats in St. Clare Street and work commenced on
this project in mid-year.

The year saw the completion of the two small schemes at
Trevarrack, Gulval & lalbourne Terrace, ieamoor,

The number of nawv houses completed in the Borough during
1961 was 7 by the Council & 18 by private enterprise.

: The number of houses made fit was 10 under the provisions
of the Housing Acts & 37 under those of the Public Health Act.

Approval was given to 49 a plications for Diseretionary
Grants & 10 Standard Improvement Grants during the year. In the
latter half of the year the Counecil decided to suspend the oper-
ation of the Improvements Grants Scheme insofar as the meking
of liscretionary Grants was concerned until the financial

position had become easier.

On the debit side five houses were demolished & a further
12 house ceased to ba used for human habitation as a result of
action taken under ths Housing fLets.  Forty-sevan persons wers
re=housed as a result.

One Certificate of Disrepair was lssued during the year
& four were cancelled on completion of repairs.
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Az a means of securing affective re=development in areas
which had com= within the scope of housing sction in recent yeara
the Couneil resolwved to purchese the Folmennor Cottages propertiea
by sgreement with the owners concerned. Arrangements were also
made to acquire the ex-Bonded Store in Dock Lane for posaible
housing purposes.

It was also decided to procesd with the acgquisition of
certain "Grey" properties in the 5t. Peter's Hill area to enable
redevelopment to take place in accordance with a scheme prepared
by the Planning Department of the Cornwall County Council.

Having re-housed all the families from the Beachfield Terrace
eraa the Couneil rescolved to offer the properties for sale to any
purchager with aceeptable plans for redevelopment.

(6) Factories Acta, 1937 to 1959

The Department's activities under Factories legislation are
simmarieed in the offieial form as shown in Appendix ¢ at the end
of the Report.

Only minor defects had to be dealt with during the year.

Farticular attention was given to the potential source of
dust nuisance at the Penlee Quarry and the interest of the Distriet
Alkali Inspector in the dust suppression measures at the quarry
was approciated. He made two visits to the quarry during the year.

(7) Public Swimming Baths

The only public bath is the Jubilee Bathing Pool on ths sea
front & this is used during the summer season only. Mo changea
in its construection or operation have been made since 1959,

Routine sampling of the sea wnter in both the eliildren's
section & the main pool was undertaken for bacteriological examin-
ation during the season.

(8) Camping & Caravan Sites

Some progress was made towards the completion of the plans for
aquipping the two caravan sites in the PDorough to bring them into
conformity with the Hinistry's liodel Standard Conditiona.

{9) Rodent Control

One full-tims rodent operator was employed during the year.
lietiods of treatment were strictly in accordance with Ministry
recormendations & included poisoning & trapping.

The half-yearly treatment of -ewers was carried out during
April & Ostober respectively.

No charges were nade for the treatment of dwelling houses,
but business premises were treated on a contract or cost-plus
basis.

Ths table below is a summary of the work carried out during
the year:=
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FACTORIES ACTS, 122? to lﬂﬁﬂ
PART 1 of the Act

1.

IHMSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health, (including

inspections made by Public Health Inspector).

Fremises No. on | In= Written | Occupiers
ltegister | spections | Hotices | Prosecuted
11 )Factories in which
& are to be enforced
by Local Authorities
(ii)F:ctories not included
in (i) in which Sec- 100 64 - -
tion 7 is enforced by
the Local Authority
(111 )0ther premizes in
which Sec. 7 is en-
forced by Local Au- 18 = - —
thority(Excluding out-
workers' premises).
TOTAL 136 88 - | -
2« CGAE3EE IN WHICH DEFEICTS WERE FOUND:
i 1 fumber of cases in which lfo. of cases in
i defects were found which prosseu=
Referrad tions were in-
[Found | Reme- | To H.H. |Gy H.un.| Stituted
died In- In-
apactor|spactor
liant of cleanliness | 2 2 - - -
ﬂmrumdmg - - = i o
Unreasonable temp. = - - - =
Inadecuata ven-
tilation - i — _ e
Ineffective drainage
of floors 1 1 - - =
Sanitary conveniences
(a) insufficient 1 1 - - -
(b) unsuitsble or
defective - - - - -
(e) not separate
for sexass - - - - -
Dther offences a=-
gainst the Act(not
including offences 1 L - - ~
relating to out=
work )
TOTAL i = sl :




PART VIII OF THE ACT

Out-work

Sections 110 and 111

Section 110 Ssetion 111
Nature of No.of out- (o, of [Ho. of INo.of in- iﬁntiees:

Viork workers in |cases of |prose= |[stences afi sarved P;:cu—
August list|default |eutions| work in tions
required by{in send-| for |unwhole-
jSec. 110 ing list|failure some

(1), (e) [to the to premises
Couneil |supply |
lists |
Wearing
japparal 10 - - - - -
m. ¥
Net
naking 19 - = = = e

The following table shows the houses under the control of the
Couneil at the end of 1961:-

Fare ‘lartha

Fenalvarne
Gwavas
Trenserea

Temporary Bungalows
Princess Royal Estate

Mougehole

Navy Inn Court & Sowjey

Prospect Placa & S5t. Clare
Custom Housa Court
lelbourne Terrace

Miscellaneous Tenanciss
: wonthly

Yuarterly

Tenancies
Travarrack lowath

Mo. of Houses built by

Couneil

|

No. of Houses built by
Private Znterprise

18
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APPENDIX F

A5ES  INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED

1 : . :
: | Cattle J Sheep
| excluding Cows | Calves and Pigs
i Cows | ! Lambs
{
|
tumbar killed &
Inspected ' 1279 669 314 2011 1470
|
| 3 2 3 1 1
Whole carcaees !
condamnad. | i
Garcases of uhichg i
some part or or- | 296 211 3 107 125
gen wes condemned | f
Porcentage of no.
inspected with di- [
geaze other than | 16.0 I 32.0 1.9 LT ] 2.6
h:IEI Pﬂ E!Ei | |
. +
:ﬂ:.}]. only. |l
‘ihola carcases [
condemned | = : 4 - - oy

I 3 :
Carcases of which | _ |
soms part or ﬂrgari 110 {216 - - 8
was condemned i

Percentage of no.l
inspected affected 5.8 | 32.8 i
with T.B. I '

l[}ﬁtice reus Bovia,
{Carcases of uhicgJ

o o n—— s ———

soma part or org f
was condemned .

?Gnrcasaa submit-
|ted to treatment = el o] i
by refrigeration

L o

el il

totally con=- - -
'demned

i
Genaralised and i

Total Weight rejected - 10 Tons - 18 cwits. = 68 lbs.
No. of Visits to slaughterhouses = 2,085

In addition to the above,65 animals slaughtered cutside of the
Borough were inspected nnd 60 1lbs. of ueat were rejected
on account of other diseasts and conditions.
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