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Fublic Health Department,
Municipal Buildings,
Penzance.

The MAYOR, ALDERMEN and COUNCILLORS,
BOROUGH of PENZANCE.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to present the Annual Report for the year
1955 and in doing so to offer some comments.

As far as the peneral health of the community is
concerned this was reasonably satisfactory but many
events have occurred which touch the inhabitants of
your Borough closely. Among the social events a high-
light was the visit to the then Alverton estate by
H. R. H. the Princess Royal. This took place in May

g:ﬁ she graciously allowed the estate to be named after
T.

Next in importance was the effort made by the
three Councils affected to get some progress in the
Drift Scheme by a visit to the Ministry. Unfortunate-

ly we have not even now got on as fast as could be
desired.

An event calculated to cause a disturbance in
Local Government circles here was the presentation
by the Borough of St. Ives of a Memorial to the ap-
propiate Ministry to incorporate the parish of Hayle
situated in the West Penwith Rural District. This
resulted in a full blown Publie Inquiry heard with
momumental patience by an ineering Inspector from
the Ministry of Housing and Local Government and most
excellently reported day by day by the local press.
The proposal has been rejected by the Minister but
unfortunately some of the Local Government units
assisting in the defence of the Rural District Coun-
eil!'s territory were too evidently actuated by self-
interest, and the parrot cry by the County Council that
"the time 1s incpportune" is merely an excuse to do
nothing.

The growing chorus of complaint regarding sewage
disposal led to a deputation being sent to the Ministry
which will be reported upon next year. It did, how-
ever, give the public an idea that the Council was be-
coming alive to the nuisance which has been created all
these years.

Good progress has been made on the Boscathnoe fil-
tration s and finally the Council has gone ahead
with the development of some of the derelict sites in
the town by building flats. Housing has made good pro-
gress and though all measures for environmental hygiene
are expensive the inhabitants of this Borough can think
that they are getting as much for their money as any-
where else.

The point must be made here that projected legis-

lation must inevitably make for greater work for all
Loecal Authorities. A great deal of this will fall in
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SECTION C

CLIMATE 1953
ilean Absolute Rain Sun
Max. lkin. Max, lin. Ins. Hrs.,
——-——Egm.ﬁ__.___
January 45 40 52 30 1.42 TIe2
February 438 39 52 31 1.89 ST
ilarch 52 40 59 34 1.26 178.2
April 55 43 64 36 Pt 208.7
Hay 60 51 1 42 2.87 207.8
June 65 54 7 44 1.93 219.7
July 66 56 6 50 5.23  254,1
August 68 56 4 51 2.40 220.6
September 65 55 3 47 4,10 181.3
Octobar 60 49 6 40 2.70 1358.1
ilovember 56 48 59 40 2.22 76 .4
Jecguher 54 49 58 38 1.11 54.6
Xearly averages for rain and sun. 1953. Average.
Rainfall 29.85 40,9
Sunshine 1906.4 16%2.0

In 1955 the rainfall was the lowest since 1921
{Eﬂi?aﬁins. and the second lowest since records began
in 1896.

I an indebted to the Borough ieteorologist -
Mr. J.d.1.Cable,A.L.4. for the above figures.

SECTION D
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
(1) Water Supplies.
The following is an estimate of houses (a) with-

out a water supply in the Borough, (b) those with a
standpipe supply, and (c¢) with mains supply.

(a)No Public Supply (b)From Standpipe (¢)Mains

1952 28 80 6121
1953 ' 28 78 6240

The above figures are supplied by the courtesy of the
Borough Engineer.
The number of samples taken for analysis was as
hereunder: -

“Samples 7 ) Supplies
Drift Boscathnoe Others
Domestic VWorks Domestic Works Public Private

Raw - J. - - 11 2
Treated 24 24 55 52 21 -
Chemical 4 il 1 2 3 -
Plumbo-

Solvency 1 - 1 - - -




In general the supplies were well maintained though
towards the end of the year unusually dry conditions ob-
tained. These are likely to have severe repercussions
next summer.

(i) . Boscathnoe. Here very considerable progress
was made in the construction of the necessary filtration
scheme though a snag was met in the preparation of the
foundations of the clear water tank and filter house due
to some very wet clay of considerable depth. Thiz has
been overcome and it is now possible to look forward to
& final solution of all the water troubles from this
SOUrce.

(ii). Drift. Supplies were good and though one bad
result was recorded no possible reason for this could be
found. It is of interest that this was reported at a
time when the chlorine residual was 0.2 p.p.m.
special note on the Drift Scheme is given below.

(1ii). Heamoor. This source became contaminated and
was taken cut of supply which was maintained from Drift.
The reservoir was thoroughly cleaned, washed down with
bleach and after satisfactory preliminary tests had
been made, the supply was turned on again. However the
source is from springs in a field to which cdttle have
access and I consider that such incidents are likely to
Tecur. They could be abolished by a permanent con-
nection from Drift to the reservoir.

(iv). Gulval. Supplies here were satisfactory but
no progress has been made in roofing the reservoir which
remains in the dilapidated and even dangerous condition
in which it has been for several years. Almost every
year a figure is put in the draft.estimates for repair-
ing the roof and each year it is deleted.

(v). Drift Scheme, This was due for a little pro-
gress so in March offiecials from the three Councils
concerned visited the Ministry of Housing and Local
Government in company with the Consulting Engineers to
get some guidance as to procedure. Parliamentary Agents
were then appointed to draft the necessary corders for
the acquisition of the land and for the formation of
the Joint Committee to manage the Dam and Headworks.

One of the proposals was to reduce the com-
pensation water from 500,000 gallons per day as
provided in the Penzance Water Act of 1938 to 300,000
gallons per day as this would have meant a reduction

in the height of the Dam and lessened its cost by about
£15,000,

An informal draft was sent to the Ministry in
October but progress was impeded by the presentation
of a Memorial already mentioned to the Ministry by the
8t. Ives Borough Council to incorporate the parish of
Hayle. This meant a Public Inquiry which was heard
early in December and it was very cvident that the
impact of such a proposal on the finances of the West
Penwith Rural Distriect Council and so on its ability to
pay its share of the cost of the Dam and Headworks was
5o great as to necessitate the most careful consid-
eration.
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The Ministry's decision on the draft proposals
was not sent until Christmas and meant that the orders
had to be altered and replaced by a bulk supply agree-
ment in which Penzance Borough would act as suppliers,

though the Joint Committee which was proposed could
still remain in being.

Further instuctions had to be sent to revert to
the original idea of 500,000 gallons per day com-
pensation water.

(2) Sewerage,

The chorus of complaints regarding the disposal
of sewage in the Borough increased considerably by the
Autumn and imperious demands were made for improvement.
The arrangements are espewially bad in the Newlyn area
where no less than eight outfalls discharge into the
harbour above high water mark mean tides, and complaints
were made both by the Harbour Commissioners and by the
Port Health Authority. Though I have reported on these
matters for several years, this year there was an
unanimity of complaint which made it essential for some-
thing to be done. It was therefore decided to serd a
deputation to the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern-
ment to consider propesals for dealing with the sewage
of the whole Borough.

As far a2s this is concerned it is evident that its
collection and pumping to one outfall or treatment
works will be so prohibitive in cost as to make virtually
certain that nothing will be done. However, subject to
cartain float tests and to tests for proper support for
the sewers it is finanecially possible for the Council
to combine The Newlyn sewers into the one from Tolcarne
and extend this out to deep water, and at the same time
to deal with the one from Laregan which 1s a potent
ecause of rnuisance on the Western Beach. It would also
be possible to extend the sewer at the Albert Pier which
now discharges immediately cutside the pier, the result-
ing fouling being very evident. In the case of Newlyn
and Laregan it will almost certainly be necessary to in- -
clude disintegration in the preliminary treatment, in
spite of the fact that in 1947, for no obvious reason,
the Ministry were not in favour of the proposed dis-
integrators for the Laregan and Chyandour outfalls.

(%) Infecticus Diseases.

The year saw rather a varied pattern of infectious
disease. In the first place it was a measles epidemic
year and no less than 418 cases were notified, though
even this figure was not so great as in 1951, Looking
at the Penwith peninsula as a whole it dces appear that
after the disturbance of its rhythm due to war-time
evacuation, measles is getting back to its usual bl-
enrnial incidence. However, in this area it presents
certain remarkable features which I hope to record else-
whaere.,

Wext the town had its usual preventable cases of
diphtheria in un-immunised children. Such cases are
guite unnecessary and it is hoped that soon the social
conscience of the country will be sufficiently stimu-
lated as to regard the cccurrence of a case in an un-
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immunised child as cruelty since it means that the child
is being exposed to unnecessary suffering.

Once more the slow rhythm of scarlet fever started,
again as previously, in the Newlyn area. Many cases
had so ephemeral a rash that often it was not taken any
notice of; other cases with sore throats had no rash
at all. There can be little doubt, however, that they
were all due to the same quite common tyve of organism
and it is becoming extremely questionable whether
scarlet fever as such should continue to be notifiable.

Finally two girls in a party from the Grammar School
after a visit to France developed paratyphoid fever.
The possibilities of a large outbreak were considerable
and we were extremely fortunate that worse did not befall
us. The incident is described in a special appendix.

Whooping Cough Prevention. As a preventlve measure and
bearing in mind that whooping cough is the main cause

of death in children from 1-5 years the County Counecil
decided to offer inoculation against it to all parents
with children under 5. In order to save a multi-
plicity of injections it can be given in combination with
injections against diphtheria. By this means the wise
parent does his or her best to ensure that the child 1s
as little attacked with preventable disease as possible.

As usual full details of all notified cases in the
whole area are given in Appendix A.

Tuberculosis Prevention. An important step forward in
the scheme of prevention of tuberculosis was taken by
the County Counecil. The parents of children in the
13-14 year age group were written to and offered B.C.G.
vaccination wherever test showed it would be advisable.
This is quite a considerable business in that there has
to be a preliminary test, an X-ray of the chest of those
who are positive «0.Gs vaccinaticn of those negative
and then six weeis later another test to see if the re- -
sult of the vaccination is satisfactory. By the end of
the year the results were:-

No. Mantoux No, -ve, No. given No,given No. No.
Tested B.C.G.  post-vac. +ve, =Ve.
test
292 2%0 261 250 141 b
(4) Housing.

In general good progress was made with the re-
housing scheme and 92 Council houses were built and
18 by private enterprise. The visit of the Princess
Royal in Kay set the seal on the development of Alverton
and she has consented to allow this estate to be called
the Princess Royal Estate.

A further and very welcome development has been
the commencement of the building of flats at Navy Inn
Court and at Prospect Place thus utilising some of the
derelict spaces in the town. The Navy Inn Court flats
should enable the Council to complete the demclition of
a number of houses in Newlyn included in confirmed
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Clearance or Compulsory Purchase Orders

which for one reason or another have not been pulled
down. The Council have not yet faced their obligations
fully in this and it is greatly to be hoped the pro-
posed patching in the New Bill will not be regarded as
an excuse for further delay.

There has been a lot of discussion up and down the
country on the cost of building Council houses but it
would in all probability pay the Councils to offer
theilr tenants more substantial inducements to buy their
ugﬂ houses than is now possible under the various stat-
utes.

Evicted Families. During the year a conference took
place at County Hall ostensibly to try and arrive at a
solution of the problem of what to do with families
evicted from Council houses. Inevitably the whole
question of the accommodation of problem families was
brought up. This is an extremely difficult matter as
the interests of the County Council and of District Coun-
eils are in confliect as on the one hand any Part III
accommodation the County Council may have is full to
overflowing while on the other, District Councils can-
not and mast not be deprived of the weapon of evicticn
for unsuitable tenants.

&ince obvicusly persons are not evicted from Coun-
eil houses without a very good reason the only common-
sense solution was that put forward by this Borough and
the neighbouring authority of West Penwith Rural District
which is to accommodate such families in sub-standard
houses allowing them to "graduate" into Council houses
when they have re-habilitated themselves sufficiently
to do so. This proposal did not get as much backing
from the Ministry's representatives who attended the
conference as might have been expected, while there was
a good deal of smug self-rightecus indignation by others
at such a proposal. The conference was inconclusive
and ended up by the setting up of yet another committee
"to study the question".

I have mentioned these problem families on sev-
eral occasions btut it is quite certain that the hard
core of these scvcial misfits, which is what we have now
reached, must be made and encouraged to help themselves
and must learn the hard way if necessary.

(5) Care of the Aged.

Although this is a national problem in my opinion
owing to the numerous bodies who wish or have the right
to a say in dealing with it{ we are now reaching a stage
E?azﬁtthere is a danger of 'too many cooks spoiling the

0 »

It i3 of such wide extent that neither official
bodies nor voluntary ones by themselves are able to
cope with its multifarious facets. One of the first
is money. The 01ld Age Pension is not enough to live
on and very many have to apply to the Assistance Board.
A second is housing. ©Suitable acecommodation if built
new is expensive to the community and it might be better
to give a housing allowance to those old people whether
living alone or two together who wish te stay in thelr
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present accommodation. Medical and nursing attendance
is needed especially in the winter. Home Helps are re-
quired and particularly the assistance of good neigh-
bours - used as a generie term to include workers from
various voluntary societies, to see to shopping, books
etc., and keeping a kindly and interested eye on them

30 that the requisite assistance of whatever kind can
be summoned at once.

It is thus cobvious that such an idea can only pos-
sibly succeed by a partnership between officialdom, be
it National Assistance Board, the Welfare Authority
under the Naticnal Assistance Act, and the District
Council, and the various voluntary bodies e.g. W.V.S.
Red Cross and 5t. John's Ambulance, Churches ete., &nﬁ
the essential problem is one of co-ordination.

It must be pointed out that in this town there 13
a number of old people living alone, and though many
keep their homes as clean as a new pin, others do not,
but the deterioration in their living conditions is to
them so gradual as to be almost imperceptible. All
it means is that each day the task of cleaning their
room, getting and preparing food, lighting the fire
ete., becomes a little less easy and more liable tot
be put off till the next day. It only then requires
some incident such as a fall, a stroke or something
similar or even the development of such a homely com-
plaint as bronchitis to precipitate matters ewven though
the neighbours are kindness itself. It is a pity
that "liable relatives" are not now liable. o Home
Help Service can take the place of their responsibility
and a great dis-service was done by the Government of
the day in its anxiety to get rid of the stigma of
Poor Law in taking away from "liable relatives™ thelr
duty to their clder kith and kin. There is now much
too great a tendency tc let someone else have the jJob
and it is time the pendulum swung back a bit.

(6) Mational Assistance Act.

In the case of one female patient the order was
continued as usual at thres-monthly intervals. The
score for renewals in this one case now is no less than
10. Action under the provisions of the Amendment Act
had to be taken in the case of two persons - brother
and sister. The male patient was so ill that he died
about two days after urgent remcval to hospital.

(7) Food Hyeiene.

This subject is of perpetual interest as it almost
always comes down to the human element which in so many
cases has been "conditioned" by the psychology of the
war and immediate post-war years. Then it was a
seller's market and any person who complained about the
condition, handling, paekinf (if any) of any artiecle of
food whatever, was more or less told - take it or leave
it. MNow, this is changing, and it is up to the house-
wives first and other customers as well to demand satis-
factory conditions. - At the same time they are not
expected to handle food which they don't intend to buy
or to bring dogs into food shops of any description.

S ——
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In the general consideration of the problem it is
hoped that it will be possible to do something about
some of the "transport" cafes which are dotted around
the countryside. The long-distance lorry drivers, who
are as a class the most courteocus and best drivers in
the country, deserve a great deal better than they are
getting in many places.

(8) Swimming Bath.

This is the finest open-air pool in Cornwall and
when open is a perpetual attraction, but it has, how-
ever unfortunately a drawback as the bath which is on
the fill and draw system cannot be emptied on neap
tides, the bottom is only partly concreted, the rest
being mud and shingle, and the water is not treated.
The difficulty of dealing with this bath is its size -
it holds about 2 million gallons and therefore the
consequent filter, chlorination, and pumping machin-
ery would be costly.

The Council propose to make a start to deal with
the mud and shingle at the bottom by concreting it
over in 1955. This would at once give a much better
appearance and also enable it to be cleaned properly.
If at the same time a diving well of the requisite
depth eould be constructed with a proper high board,
this would then enable the Borough to stage full-
scale diving championship matches with their spectac-
ular events from the top board. These could not but
add interest to any events staged in the pool and so
draw the revenue-producing crowds. Here as in so

many amenity items in a seaside resort money has to be
expended firstg,

(9) Crematorium.

Thiz proposal as in so many other cases where
several Local Authorities are concerned is not pro-
gressing vel'y rapidly. One gnag after ancther is dis-
covered, yet the facts are quite simple. There is
no crematorium nearer at present than Efford, at
Plymouth.,  Every year the number of bodies cremated is
increasing, and with the encrmous amount of good land
taken for cemeteries it might reasonably be imagined
that the development of so seemly and hygienic a
mathod of disposal of the dead would be encouraged as
far as possible. In the meantime we can hope for
further progress in the Cornish proposal.
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ULOSIS NOTIFICATIONS &

Wos on Reg. | ¥rs. | Irs. ¥rs. Yrs. “|— ¥rs. ¥Yrs. ¥rs. :
at 31.12.55| 1-5 | 5-15 | 15-20 | 20-25 | 25-35 | 35-45 | 45-55 | Over 65 | TOTAL
L 91 1 3 11) | 5(4) 10(5)
| Par 60 2 2 | @ 6(2)
mzoz_uvn_:m . 11 L 1 2
mz_u:.umﬁ.w 12 1 1 1 (1) 3(1)
_._swmawwmmﬁﬁm 49 2 3(2) (2) 5(4)
| Pul.F 43 1 2 2 1 (1) 6(1)
Non-Pul.M 15 1 1 1 3
Nen thilip o | 14 ol ) s T (1) 2(2)
= wmm.w_ 25 1(1) 1 Y 1 2(2) (3) 6(6)
Pul.F 18 1 il
w_.cﬂ.qm..E..H 2 1 H
Hon-Pul.F 2 =
B P e 1 2 1(1) &) 6(2)
Pul.F | 21 2 1 2 5
Wzoamvﬁ.m. .“ 5 1 2 3
{Mon-Pul.F | 5 -
TOTAL NOTIFICATIONS : 59 TOTAL DEATHS : 23







APPERDIX E
REPO N _CA PARATYPHOID.

On the 3th September, 1953 I received a report from
the West Cornwall Hospital that a girl who had been ad-
mitted the provious day was found to be suffering from
a Paratyphoid B infection. Enguiries were made at once
and it appeared that she had been ill in bed from the
18th August, thc complaint being mostly of headache,
fever and constipation. She had subsequently been seen
in consultation by the Consulting Physician on two oc-
casions and after tho sccond he advised removal to Hos-
pital on September Yth.

The girl was one of a party of three mistresses and
thirty-six girls from a Grammar School who went to
Paris at the end of July, were involved 1ln the French
General Strike and returned (all but one) to England on
the 9th August. j

The party stayed in two Paris hotels, 24 in one
and 15 in the other. In both parties some of the girls
had had diarrhoea while in Paris. From one of the mis-
tresses I was also given the names of some of the girls
who had had this intestinal upset and especial mention
was made of another girl who lived in the West Penwith
Rural District who had been ill in bed for some time.

This second girl's mother was visited when it ap-
peared that the girl alsc had had an illness very sug-
gestive of paratyphoid. She had been attended by her
own Doctor and also by a Consultant Physicilan.

Instructions were pgiven to the parents that the
girl who was then convalescing with her aunt at a lit=-
tle village about four miles away should come home so
that treatment if necessary could be instituted.

As the result of one confirmed and one suspected
cas¢ being discovered together with the history of in-
testinal upset in several other people in the party
it was decided after consultation with the Pathologlst,
West Cornwall Hospital and the Consulting Physician to
regard the whole party as contacts and try and obtain
specimens of blood and faeces from each person. A list
of the family Doectors was cbtained and a circular sent
to all practitioners in the distriet mentioning the one
confirmed and cne suspected case and the intestinal up-
set in a number of the others, and asking their co-
operation in obtaining the blood specimens.

Bach family was visited and the position explained,
particularly as regards the stool specimens. In spite
of this several girls submitted samples of urine, though
this was subsequently rectified. A complicatlon ex-
isted in that the school recommenced on Thursday, the
10th September and the three mistresses constituted the
entire modern language staff, so that although contacts
were excluded until the rough screening tests proved na%—
ative there was considerable educational pressure to le
the staff members return.

Samples of blood and faeces obtained from the
second girl were positive.
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APPENDIX F
FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948

PART T
1I

A

ing inspections made by Sanitary Inspector).

INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health, (includ-

No. on Tn- Written|Occupiers |
remises Legister spections |Hotices| prosecute
(i)Factories in which
Sections 1,2,35,4 and a7 96 3 =
6 are to bé én%urced
by Local Authorities
{ii}FacEﬁ§1es not included
in (i) in which Sec- 13 =
tionylis enforced by - 59 3
the Local Authority
(11i)0ther premises in ;
which SBection 7 is5 en-
forced by Local Auth-
ority(Excluding out- 6 = -
workers! premisas)
TOTAL 14% 241 & -
e CASES TN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND:
Humber of cases in which Wo. of cases in
defects were found which prosecu-
! Referred tions were in-
Fﬂund Neme-| To H.M. |[By H.M.|stituted
died In- In-
[ spector|spector
Want of cleanliness |
(8.1) 1 B 8 - - -
Overcrowding i
(5.2) | - = J .
Unreasonable temp. !
(8.3) = a - = a
Inadeguate ven-
tilation(S.4) = - = - -
Ineffective drainage
of floors (8.6) & 4 = = -
Sanitary Cmnuenienceﬂ
(E-?):- |
a) insufficient 1 1 “ i -
() unsuitadle or
defective d 3 = - =
(c) not separate
for sexes - - = = _
0ther offconces ag-
ainst the Act (not
;including offences = = = = =
relating to out-
work)
[ TOTAL | 17 17 = = b
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A

T

Sections 110 and 111

— section 110 Scetion 111
Netive of | Yo- @ houcq'ﬂo. of |No. of fo. of in- Notices | Pro-
Work workers in |Cases of|prose- |stances of | served | secu-
August 1list|default |cutions| work in t1
required by|in send-| for | unwhole- s
Sect. 110 |ing list|failure| some
(1), (). |to the to premises
Council | supply
lists
Wear
apparel, 4
|making, % ¥ = = =
atc.,
Total 4 - - = = -
- - —
APPENDIX G
VISITS AND INS OHS CARRIED T
SAN DEPARTHEN
1. Complaints which received attention 175
2- Act
Drains inspected 184
Drains tested with water 7
Drains tested with smoke 7
Drains found defective 46
Drainage work in progress 162
Drains repaired 33
New drains provided 14
Water closets inspected 27
Water closets found defective 9
Water closets repaired or renawed 4
New water closcts provided 15
Barth or pail closets converted &
Cesspeools abolished 2
Eaves gutters and downspouts repaired or renewed 3
Dampness abated D
Minor repairs effected b
Nuisances from keeping of animals abated 2
Nuisances from accumuilations abated 20
Inspections in connection with nuisances 438
Nuisances at workplaces abated 1
Premises found to be verminous 14
Treatments carried out 3l

.







No. of wisits to slaughterhouses...

=2H=

LR

Rodent Control.(contd.)
Vislts to business premises 99
i Miscellaneous visits 44
Sawer treatments 2
10.Miscellaneous Visitz not classified 402
ll,%g%igﬁg.
a) Informal - Served 58
Complied with 56
(b) Statutory - Served 2
Complied with 1
F
APPENDIX
CARCASES TED AND CONDEMNED
Cattle Sheep ]
excluding| Cows | Calves and | Pigs| Weight
Cows | Lambs T. C. 1bs
Numbe =d 1856 1167 17235 4942 | 952 iyl
Number inspected 1856 1167 1723 4942 | 952
Tuborculosis.
|¥hole carcascs
lcondemned 35 23 20 19 6/18- 1-109
[Carcases of which
fsome part or organ
j1E ondemned 472 462 14 291 80
|Percentage of the
|pumber inspected i
fwith disease other ;
lthan tuberculosis 25.6 41,6 2.0 1.5 11.1
. gkYa)z 110 5 On ri !
iiWhole ecarcases |
|condemned . 19 4b 2 = 1/28-13-106
ICarcases of which |
jsome part or organ |
|was condemned | 159 ; 208 = = 23
| i .
tPercentage of thoe { |
lrumber inspected |
Haffected with :
Htuberculosis | 9.6 30.3 0.1 =1 5.0
- Total Weight 46-15-103
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